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AUTHOR’S PREFACE. 


nr 

J. HE New Difpenfatory was intended as a regu - 
ar book of practical and fcientific pharmacy; com- 
. ec * P r ^ nc iples agreeable to thofe, on which the 
colleges of London and Edinburgh have proceeded, 
ln ,^ e tate reformation of their officinal Pharmaco¬ 
poeias ; containing full and clear directions, drawn 
.. ° m a Ctual experience, for the preparation of the 
ev cral medicines, particularly where accompanied 
W jth any difficulty or danger; and affigning every 
. ler e, ? t s far as poffible, their real virtues and ufes; 
1 otentions, which, though of primary importance in a 
Vor c this kind, do not feem to have been at all re- 
gar ed, in the other Difpenfatories that have hitherto 

appeared. 

• The author has had the fatisfa&ion of finding that 
lls en deavours have not been in vain'; that though 
t ie work fell very far fhort of the perfection which 
tie wifhed for, it was diftinguifhed with approbations 
even beyond his hopes ; with approbations, which 
nave induced the compilers of the other Difpenfatories 
to ^orrow very confiderable parts of it in their lafl 
Cc itions ; in one of which, befides many paragraphs 
n ? nt ^ re P a g es bere and there, the great eft part of 
this P a g es together is illiberally copied from 
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la this edition, I have made many material cor¬ 
rections and additions ; and retrenched fundry excep¬ 
tionable particulars, which, in compliance with com¬ 
mon prejudices, had been admitted in the firft at¬ 
tempt. 

The firff part contains the Elements of Pharmacy, 
or what is commonly called Pharmaceutical Chemif- 
try. The general negleCi: of this intereding and ufe- 
ful dudy, as applied to medicinal fubje&s, has en¬ 
gaged me to greatly enlarge this part, and to labour it 
with more care and precision. I have endeavoured to 
give a concife and fydematic view of the general pro¬ 
perties and relations of vegetable, animal, and mi¬ 
neral bodies; the different medicinal principles they 
contain ; the means of extracting and ieparating their 
native component parts, without making any altera¬ 
tion in their qualities; and the different forms and 
powers which they aflame, from different natural or 
artificial operations, or from the mixture and co dition 
of one with another; avoiding every where all hypo¬ 
thetical reafonings, and delivering only the direct re- 
fult of experiment and observation. To this hiftory 
is added a practical account of the inffruments and 
operations of the art, which, it is hoped, will give the 
reader a full idea of them, without the tedioufnefs of 
minute details. 

The next part contains the Materia Medica, or 
medicinal fimples, which, for reafons affigned in the 
introduction to this part, are all ranged in alphabetic 
order. Rationales of the operations of medicines, 
which are at beft but conjectural and unfatisfaClory, 
have no place in this practical work: but fome general 
obfervations, of the fenfible effects of certain claffes of 
medicines, in Cartheufer’s manner, it has been thought 
expedient to retain, with fome amendments from the 
former editions,, 
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Jn treating of the feveral fimples themfelves, I have 
given, where neceffary, a defcription of the fimple, 
^^h the marks of its genuinenefs and goodnefs; 
and pointed out the diflinguifhing characters of fuch 
as > from a refemblance in external appearance, are 
lable to be confounded with others of different qua- 
1 ies. With regard to their virtues, particular care 
as ^f en taken to reject the fabulous ones, which 
^ preferved in other books of this kind; and 
give only thofe which have either been confirmed 
y repeated experience, or may be rationally in- 
J- rr . from the fenfible qualities of the fubjeft, or 
of^k 1 ltS a & reernent in fmell, tafte, &c. with others 
all ] n ° Wn v * rtue * Under each fimple are mentioned 
a tie preparations made from it, and all the compo- 

1 ^? r ^ ) n which it is an ingredient, in the London 
tal . n ^ ur gh Pharmacopoeias. Many of the capL 
articles I have examined pharmaceutically, and 

refid^ n m W ^ at Sparable part of the mixt its virtue 
tr ^ w ^ at means the adive principle is beft ex- 
itfel/~ P re ^ erve ^? and in what form the fubftance 


a j ° r lts P re parations are moft commodioufly and 
theexhibited. At the end of this part, 
sections for the colle&ion and prefervation of 

Th ln t fubftanCeS are re “ confldered ’ 

ne unrd and fourth parts contain the preparations 
compofitjons of the new London and Edinburgh 
> wddl a ^ ew ° 1ld ones » which I 

l*/ 1 ° rmed are kept in fome fliops, and occafi- 
dici ^ ca \^ d ^ or > feveral of the more celebrated me- 
(^^nies which have come into efteem in France and 

pant^ an ^ ’ man y from our hofpitals ; and fome ele- 
extemporaneous prefcriptions, fuch as are direct- 
ed in pradice. 

fon d ifinbution of thefe materials, it has been 
nC nece flary to depart from the order hitherto re- 
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ceived. In other Difpenfatories, and in a former edi¬ 
tion of this, medicines are divided into two general 
heads, officinal and extemporaneous. This divifion 
is apparently faulty : for many of thofe called offici¬ 
nal are ftridtly extemporaneous, being made only as 
they are wanted: and many of thofe which are called 
extemporaneous, are very well fitted for keeping: if 
we ihould appropriate the term officinal ( to thofe 
which have the fandtion of public colleges, then this 
abfurdity would follow, that medicines of as tedious 
preparation as any in the book, even Baume’s extradfc 
of opium, which requires feveral months’ continual 
boiling, would be extemporaneous preparations. 

To avoid this impropriety, and that of repeating 
the fame forms, and frequently almoft the fame com- 
pofitions, in different parts of the book, I have rang¬ 
ed medicines of fimilar preparation or compofition in 
one clafs; without regard to the ineffential circum- 
ilances of their being uled at London or at Edin¬ 
burgh, at Paris or at Berlin, in the {hops or in the 
hofpitals 5 and have endeavoured to difpofe them in 
fuch a manner, as to form, fo far as could be done 
with fuch materials, one regular whole, a connected 
fyffem of practical pharmacy. That the medicines of 
the London and Edinburgh colleges may be the more 
readily known from the others, their titles are printed 
in a larger character. The diftindtion, indeed, be¬ 
tween preparations and compoiitions, the former of 
which make the third part, and the latter the fourth, 
is not perhaps altogether unexceptionable, confider- 
iug the great multiplicity and diverfity of the fubjedts, 
many of which partake of the nature of both, though 
fome more of one, and others of the other : but this 
does not at all affedt the plan, or produce any diforder 
n the fyffem, which continues the fame whether this 
diftindtion is retained or dropt. 
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^The Edinburgh medicines are taken from the lafl 
Station of the Pharmacopeia Pdinburgenjis , publifhed 
111 year 1756, a complete tranllation of which has 
not before appeared. 

In tranflating the feveral prefcriptions, wherever the 
originals appeared too concife or obfcure, the liberty 
has been taken of expreffing the directions in a more 
nil and clear manner,.with care not to vary the fenfe. 
1 he ingredients in the feveral compofitions are, for 
the greater diftinCtnefs (a point which throughout the 
ydioie has been particularly aimed at), ranged in dif- 
ere nt lines, as in the originals. For want of fome 
method of this kind, there are inflances of ingredients 
e ing confounded, and two articles miftaken for one. 

io the feveral medicines is fubjoined, where it 
eemed requifite, an account of the principles on which, 
ey are built; together with their virtues, ufe, and 
n C 5 *be ca ntions necefiary to be obferved in 
t c exhibition of them. To the more difficult or 
an gerous operations is added a full defcription of the 
method of performing them with advantage and 
, 57 5 . an d to fuch medicines as are liable to fo¬ 
il? 1 ication, the means of diftinguifhing the genuine 
rom the adulterated. In thefe practical remarks on 
e particular preparations, and on the general clafies 
° i em . at f be beginning of the refpe&ive chapters 
If b^ e ^ 0nS> author has laboured with diligence, 
he has fucceeded in executing his intentions, the 
treasons are fuch, as may enable every apothecary to 
prepare, as it is his duty to do, all his own medicines. 

he tables, inferted in a former edition, were fo 
^5 l v rece ived, that the other Difpenfatories have copi- 
p lem entire * One of thefe tables, however* that 
Pecinc gravities, appears, on re-examining it, to 
F) e p C . e P^ ona ble : great part of it was drawn from 
r * nend’s experiments, in his Prcdeftiones Chymi - 
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c<$, in which the numbers, by fome accident, have 
been fo faultily fet down, that no dependence can be 
had upon them ; and few other hydroftatical experi¬ 
ments have been made on medicinal fubftances or 
their preparations. I have therefore now thrown out 
that table, but preferved all that was valuable in it, 
reduced to a more ufeful form, in the table of the 
weights of certain meafures of different fluids. I have 
likewife added feveral new ones, greatly enlarged the 
others, fo as to render them of more utility in prac¬ 
tice, and diffributed them in the different parts of the 
work to which they belong. The faCts on which 
they are built, where no authority is mentioned, are 
in all cafes (except only in the above mentioned table 
of weights) from my own experience. 

The author is fufficiently fenfible, that there are 
ftill many imperfections in this performance ; but 
hopes it will appear, that be has every where con- 
fulted the dignity of the art, the eafe and advantage 
of the operator, and the health of the patient. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


TO THE 

SIXTH EDITION. 


Q 

vifH ^ ears ^ ave e i a pfed ^ nce Dr. Lewis re- 

tioris * ^ ^^P en ^ ator 7 ? to which he made many addi- 
n r ,i:r an . ot herwife improved it, by inferring a variety 
A C ° V "?. e ^ which were held in ehimation at that day. 
meJ ! ? edl 5 ine v however, in all its particular depart- 
a j s ’ as been Itill from year to year farther improving, 
re f u ] t aS r llan y alterations have alfo been made from the 
cal .° f C reat labour, and repeated experience of medi- 
j0jrTochers- and practitioners; a new edition of this 
ino-^ Gn ator ^ coa ld not be given to the public without pay* 
STe^tT^ attent i° n to fuch matters, as have of late years 
the a/ e ? < T 1 ?hed the repofitories of medicine, not only in. 
of maa Ul lt! r 0n °f frclh materials; but in the alterations 
been d f 1° r 1 e old compofitions ; whereby they have 
diStorv £ r ,* Ve j-°f ^hat ufelefs farrago of inert or contra- 
fides in j? re< r ients > with which they were crowded. Be- 
bv wV u lca !_. rn . en, as if afhamed of a variety of names 
becauf^ mec “nical fubftances were formerly diftinguilhed, 
have th conve yed no ufeful or difcriminating ideas, 
their 1 0U § at proper to alter thofe terms, and fuppiy 
and i^fi lC - CS, i w h ere neceffary, with others more fcientific, 
tion alWk r n i ore a dvantageous. In the prefent edi- 
carefully • i ra P rove ments and alterations have been 
prefent Jr( laierte ^ ; anc * where any reformations have been 
dered as ' ^ P re Lc r iptions of the old fchools confi- 

added a v^’ have been retained : to all which is 
and new co P^ ous * n dex, and fo marked that the old 
dofes of p ameS ma ^ at one view difeovered ; and the 

particuhrl Jr ry ^ eat variet y of articles in prefent ufe are 
P ocularly fpecified, agreeable to the table given in the 
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London Pharmacopoeia. Add to this, that in the ac* 
count given of the particular articles of the Materia Me- 
dica, the medical virtues which are generally attributed 
to them are concifely fet down, fo that their powers, 
and the intent for which they are adminiftereb, become 
manifeft and eafily retainable in the memory. On the 
whole, every attention has been paid in the feveral de¬ 
partments of medicine, fo as to comprife all that is prac¬ 
tically ufeful, with refpedt to the fpecific nature of each 
medicine—the modes of their application—their different 
forms and dofes with the difeafes and their different 
Hates, which require different dofes of the fame medi¬ 
cine, to anfwer particular purpofes. With thefe advan¬ 
tages, there can little doubt remain of its being fraught 
with all the benefit which can be derived from a work of 
this nature. 
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PART r. 

Elements of Pharmacy. 


CHAPTER I. 


Definition and Divfion of Pharmacy . 

P HARMACY is the art of preparing, preferving, and compound- 
ln g natural and artificial fubftances for medicinal purpofes, in a man- 
ner fuitahle to their refpedlive properties, and the intentions of cure. 

This art has been commonly divided into two branches, galeni- 
Cal and chemical: but no rational principle of diftinition be¬ 
tween them has as yet been fixed on. For Pharmacy, in its full 
^tent, i s no other, than a branch of chemiftry, and the moll iimple 
Pharmaceutical preparations are fo far chemical, as they have any 
Qe pendence upon the properties or relations of the materials. 


Pharmacy, according to our definition, may be divided into 
Heor ETICAL and practical. Theoretical Pharmacy teaches 
e knowledge of the medicinal fubftances themfelves, their various 
ft ua hties, and relations to one another, and their general 
efts on the human body: Practical pharmacy, the fkilful perform- 
J? ce °f the feveral proceffes, or operations, by which they are adapt- 
P ar Hcular ufes. 

. theory of pharmacy is the direil refult of experiment and ob- 
rather a general and comprehenftve view of experiments 
• I-.?- s .themfelves; it may be termed scientific pharmacy, 

fttmdfion from mere manual labour. 
red C <^- Kific pharmac y includes all thofe fails which relate to — the 
in U K 10n IT5ec ^i c i na i fubftances into different forms, and the forms 
taw- n P ari,cu lar fubftances are moft commodioufly or advan- 
£ °ully ufed—their relations to one another in regard to mifcibilitv, 

B , ’ 
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and the means by which thofe, that of themfelves are not mifcible, 
may be made to unite—the reparation of the medicinal from the in- 
adtive matter, and of different kinds of medicinal matter from one 
another when combined together in the fame fubjedt, on the princi¬ 
ple of one being diffoluble in liquors which will not diffolve the other, 
of one being exhalable by heat while the other remains fixt, See .—- 
the alterations which the medicinal parts themfelves undergo, in dif¬ 
ferent circumftances, and by different methods of treatment — the 
production of new properties and medicinal powers from the coalition 
of diffimilar things—with many other particulars analogous to thefe. 

It is obvious, that a perfedt acquaintance with pharmacy, con- 
fidered in this light, is effentially neceffary to the due exercife of 
the art of phyfic. Without it, the preferiber muft often err in the 
choice of materials for the different forms of preparation or compo- 
fition, or in adapting a manner of preparation to given materials; 
and often be deceived alfo in the medicinal effedts, which the known 
powers of the ingredients, feparately, gave room to expedt. 

It would be inconfiftent with the nature of a Difpenfatory, to 
wholly detach the fcientifac part of pharmacy from that which is 
more diredtly pradtical ; for the fcience gradually refults in the 
courfe of the pradtical details. In this hrft part of the work it has 
been thought expedient to premife a fummary view of the general 
elements of the art, both pradtical and fcientific, that the reader may 
be the better prepared for the particular fubjedts and proceffes, which 
follow in the fecond and third parts. 


Chap. |j t 


VEGETABLES. 


3- 


CHAPTER II. 

^general view of the Properties and Relations of Medicinal Sub- 

fiances . 


SECT I. 


Vegetables , 


EGETABLES are organifed bodies, containing, in certain vef- 
e s > different kinds of fubftances, in which their medicinal virtues 
and which are found to differ greatly, not only in their 
Quantity, but likewife in their quality, according to the age of the 
P a Nt, the feafon of the year, and the foil in which it is produced. 

J- hus fome herbs in their infancy abound mod with odoriferous 
jitter; of which others yield little or none till they have attained 
0 a more advanced age. Many fruits, in their immature ffate, 
c °ntain an auftere acid juice, which by maturation is changed into 
tweet: others, as the orange, are firlt warm and aromatic, and 
towards, by degrees, become filled with a ftrong acid. The 
c omrnon grain, and fundry other feeds, when beginning to vegetate, 
‘ e m tafte remarkably l'weet ; yet the kernels of certain fruits 
P‘°ve, at the fame period, extremely acrid. The roots of fome of 
° Ur indigenous plants, whole juice is, during fummer, thin and wa- 
j'y’* wounded early in the fpring, yield rich balfamic juices, 
•men, expofed to a gentle warmth, foon concrete into folid gummy- 
ln s, fuperior to many of thofe brought from abroad. In open 
^’Pofures, dry foils, and fair warm feafons, aromatic plants prove 
onger and more fragrant, while thole of an oppollte nature grow 
in ] ei '* t ^ e ^' e Particulars therefore due regard ought to be had 
5 1e collecting of plants for medicinal ufes. 

t may be proper to obferve alfo, that the different parts of one 
t l‘^“^. are often very different in quality from one another. Thus 
bitter herb wormwood rifes from an aromatic root ; and the 
•jn c ° t,c poppy-head includes feeds which have no narcotic po wer. 

lC e differences, though very obvious in the common culinary 
A u tS ’ Oo not hera to have been fufficiently obferved, or attended to, 

,n *e medicinal ones, 

tyt - , le medicinal juices of vegetables, and the adive parts with 
paV Cl } tae y are impregnated, may, generally, be extraded and fe- 
t jj e j c< "’ by ffmple operations, without any alteration being made in 
Su'd UHtlve qualities. They may, likewife, be variouily altered 
transformed, by operations not lets ffmple, By fermentation 

B % 


ELEMENTS of PHARMACY. 


Part I. 


and the power of fire, vegetables, and all the fubftances that exift in 
them (the pure watery part excepted) totally change, their nature, and 
are converted or refolved into products of another order. It will be 
proper to take a view of thefe productions flrfl ; fome of them being 
iubfervient to the reparation of the native principles, and to the bet¬ 
ter underftanding of their properties. 

I. Productions from Vegetables by Fermentation. 

v ' ' \ 1 

Fermentation is a fpont*meous motion excited in dead vege¬ 
tables and animals, which is peculiar to thofe organic fubftances in 
confequence of the principle of vegetable or animal life.—A certain 
degree of humidity, a certain degree of heat, and the contact of the 
air, are cincumftances favouring this procefs. 

The fweet and acefcent juices of fruits, inhiftons of malted grain, 
and almoit all vegetable juices or infufions that are either hmply 
fweet or of a fweetnefs mixed with acidity, on being kept in a place 
of temperate warmth, in a veflel not clofely ftopt, ferment, grow 
turbid, throw off a large quantity of grofs matter, and are converted 
by degrees, into a vinous liquor; from which may be feparated, 
by procefles hereafter defcribed, a pure inflammable spirit. 

Thefe productions are different, in their medicinal as well as their 
more obvious properties, from the liquors that afforded them. The 
native juices of fruits attenuate the animal fluids, and relax the folids, 
fo as to prove in fome cafes ufeful aperient medicines, and to occa- 
fion, when imprudently taken, dangerous fluxes ; whereas the vi¬ 
nous and fpirituous liquors, produced from them by fermentation, 
have the oppofite effeCts, conftringing the folids, and thickening or 
coagulating the fluids. 

In vinous liquors there are great diverfities, independently of their 
being more or lefs watery ; for fome of the native qualities of vege¬ 
table juices and infufions, as colour, flavour, vifeidity, &c. often 
remain in the wine, not being totally fubduable by that degree of 
fermentation by which the liquor is rendered vinous: but of thele 
diverfities the lpirit is never found to partake: this, feparated from 
the wine and properly purified, is always one and the fame thing , 
from whatever kind of vegetable liquor it was produced. 

Beiides the grofs matter thrown off during the fermentation, there 
feparates from f'undry wines, after the fermentation is completed, 
another kind of fubftance. The Tides and bottom of the calk be¬ 
come gradually incruftated with a faline concrete, called tartar, 
of an acid tafte, and of a teddifli or white colour, according to that 
of the wine. The colour is adventitious to the fait, for the tartar 
may be purified from it by folurion in water: when thus purified, 
the tartar of all wines is found to be the fame. 

There is feparated alfo, in fermentation, a fubftance of a much 
more adtive nature than any of the preceding. When the fermen¬ 
tation is at its" height, a fubtile, pungent, elaftic, incoercible va- 
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Ij >U r - called gas is diTcharged ; this gas is the gas sylvestre of 
( l e ei ' n0ni ’ an d the hxed air, aerial acid, or carbonic acid of mo- 
ei g chemifts ; which, when copioufly accumulated in clofe rooms, 

• ^nguilhes tire, and inftantaneoufly fuffocates animals, without 
1 cuucing any apparent difeafe, or any injury that can be perceived 

P°n direction. Boerhaave fays he does not remember that fo ini— 
‘ecliate, mortal, and fubtile a poifon has been hitherto difcovered : 
" at a large veil'd, full of the juice of grapes in high fermentation, 
° Ul d difc'narge its accumulated vapour through a fnnn.il orifice, and 
Gong healthy man fhould draw in the vapour at his noftrils, he 
J; V °uld inftantly fall down dead ; or it he received but little thereof, 
ccome apoplectic ; or, if Hill lei's, would remain an ideot during 

• e ’ or become paralytic: and that thefe accidents befal thofe who 
Imprudently remain long in ciofe vaults where large quantities are 

Renting. It may be obferved that this vapour, when not colleCt- 
^ ln iucii a quantity as to extinguish a fmall flame, as that of a can- 
ls generally not dangerous, or at leaft not mortal, to animals, 
■there are feveral fulflfances, of themfelves not fufceptible offer- 
mentation, which neverthelefs may be brought into it by the admix- 
le of thofe that are ; as by adding to them, along with a proper 
Quantity of water, a portion of the ye ft or head thrown up to the 
£ ace of fermenting liquors. Without this expedient, many vegc- 
- es t would run immediately into the acetous, and fome of them 
l nto r ' :e putrefaClive fermentation. To this therefore recourfe is 
betimes had for unlocking the texture of certain compadf vegeta- 
matters, in order to enable them to give out more readily fome 
their medicinal principles. In thefe cafes, the fermentation mull 
ib Cont * nue d hut for a little time ; left the refolution of the fubjeef 
^°uid proceed beyond the intended limits, and the principles expect- 
ir°m it be converted into other products. 

a he fermentable juices of fruits, boiled till they become thick, are 
£? Unc ^ t0 be indifpofed to ferment, and this not only in their thick 
^ at ^ but when diluted again with water; though there appears to 
jj Car cely any other alteration produced in them by the boiling, 
far 11 V prone to fermentation, may thus be preserved. How 

• t ‘ us diminution of their fermentability may affect their medical 
u tues, is not as y et c } ear< 

• n^ HE degree or the fpecies of fermentation, by which wines and 
the fnma ^ e Spirits are produced, is called vinous fermentation. If 
an 1 ^ roce * s he further protradfed, more grofs matter is thrown off, 
Her ? CW c Langcs fucceed, hut in a flower and lefs tumultuary man- 
a tnan before. The heating inebriating wine becomes by degree, 
t he°° ac ^ vinegar, which feerns to counteradt the effed-Ss of 

other : the more the wine abounded with- inflammable fpirit, the 
does the vinegar abound with uninflammable acid. 
n n£re are ’ however, certain qualities of vegetables, which are 
completely fubdued even by this fecond ftage' of fermentation ; 
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feme vinegars being apparently more coloured, and containing more 
of an oily and vifeid matter than others. By adding to the ferment¬ 
able liquor fubjeefts of other kinds, the qualities both of wines and 
vinegars may be flill further diverfified, fo as to adapt them to parti¬ 
cular medicinal ufes. 

If the procefs be {fill further continued, further changes taks 
place. The matter putrefies : and at length, what little liquor re¬ 
mains unevaporated, is found to be mere water, and the folid fub- 
ftance at the bottom appears to be the fame with common mould. 

This is reckoned by the chemifts one of the ftages of fermentation, 
and diftinguifhed by the name of the putrefaftive fage. it is far 
more general in its object than the other two ; every vegetable mat¬ 
ter being fufceptible of putrefadlion, but fome particular kinds only 
being adapted to vinous or acetous fermentation. 

Putrefaction difeovers one difference in vegetables, which feems 
worthy of being remarked. The generality of vegetables rot and 
turn to mould, without yielding any very offenfive fmell from the 
beginning to the end of the refolution : but there are fome which 
emit, throughout the whole procefs, a Prong fetor, very nearly of 
the fame kind with that which accompanies the putrefa&ion of ani¬ 
mal fubffances, which by chemical trials is found to be the volatile 
alkali. 

It is however neceffary toobferve, that every vegetable that hasfuf- 
fered the vinous, will proceed to the acetous and putrefactive fer¬ 
mentation ; yet the fecond flage is not neceffariiy preceded by the 
fir ft—nor the third by the fecond—or in other words:—the acetous 
fermentation is not neceffariiy confined to thofe fubffances which 
have undergone the vinous ;—nor the putrefactive to thofe which 
have undergone the acetous fermentation. 


II. Produftions from Vegetables by Fire. 

Fire, the other grand agent in the refolution of bodies, produces 
in vegetables dccompoikions of a different kind. Its general effects 
are the following. 

Vegetable fuhftances, burnt in the open air, are reduced 
partly into ashes, and partly into flame and smoke ; which 
laft, condenfed in long canals or otherwife, forms a naufyous bitter 
black soot. In the burning of mofl vegetables, an acid vapour 
accompanies the fmoke ; but the foot is never found to partake 
of it. 

Vegetables, urged with a red heat in dole veffels, (the veffel con¬ 
taining the fubject being made to communicate with another placed 
beyond the action of the fire for receiving the matters forced out by 
the heat) give over a watery liquor called phlegm ; an acid 
liquor called Ipirit ■, an elaftic incoercible vapour, which appears 
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0 inflammable or fixed airs, very often a compofirion of both, 
an g, to which an exit mufl be occafioaally allowed, left it burft the 
'f. e ls or blow off the receiver; a thin oil, and, at length, a very 
' l tck dark-coloured oil , both which are of an acrimonious tafte, and 
a burnt fetid irnell, whence they are called empyreumatic oils. There 
remains behind a black coal, not diffoluble in any kind of liquors, 
■ I ? ot iufceptible of putrefaction, not alterable by the moft vehement 
uegree of fire, fo long as the air is excluded, but which, on admit- 
ting air to it, burns without flaming, and with little or no fmoke, 
a nd leaves a very fmall quantity of white afhes ; this is called char- 
c °al, whofe chemical properties feem always to be the fame, from 
w hatever vegetable it is procured. 

The white allies of vegetables, infufed or boiled in water, impart 
t0 it a pungent faline fubftance, called fixed alkaline salt, 
^hich may be feparated in a folid form by evaporating the water, 
r °m whence is produced pot-alh ufed in commerce, being this faline 
Patter mixed with ferruginous, earthy, and other impurities ; and 
bKewife with a number of neutral falts of different kinds, from which 
being cleared by different proceffes, the fixed vegetable alkali re- 
t^sins; but from the afhes of kali, and other fea plants, a different 
a lkali is produced, called soda or natron. The remaining part 
the afhes, which is by far the largeft in quantity, is a pure earth, 
differing from that which is the refult of putrefaction, in being readi • 
y uiffoluble by every acid liquor, while the other is not aCted upon 
V an acid ; and from whence fome iron may be attracted by 
the magnet. With the vitriolic acid it is faid to have formed alum ; 
a kind of felenite has been obtained, but fomewhat different from 
bat produced by the union of the fame acid with calcareous earth ; 

. s refiduum of burnt vegetables differs from calcareous earth in be- 
* n g fufceptible of becoming quick-lime, by calcination ; and it has 
een found, inftead of an earth, to be a calcareous phofphoric fait, 
lm P ar to that obtained from the bones of animals. 

Such is the general analyfis of vegetables by fire. But there are 
°me vegetables, which, as they feem to iliew, during putrefaction, 
ome analogy in their matter with that which conftituces animal bo- 
,. les ’ difcover alfo a like analogy in the prefent refolution, yielding 
pule or no acid; and, inftead of a fixt alkaline fait which remains 
111 the afhes, affording a volatile alkaline salt which arifes 
on g with the aqueous and oily principles. 

Alkaline falts, and acid or four fubftances, are looked upon as 
e, ?g oppofite in their nature to one another. Moft of die bodies 
^ u< -h are diffoluble in alkaline liquors, are precipitated or thrown 
the folution on the addition of an acid ; and moft of thofe 
w lien are diffoluble in acids, are in like manner precipitated by al- 
a fies. if an ac jj anc j an a ll ca fi b e dire6lly mixed together,- there 
generally eniues an effei vefcence or tumultuary difeharge of air-bub- 
vS ; though alkalies, both fixed and volatile, may be fo prepared as 
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to make no efFervefcence with acids; and in this cafe they are far 
more pungent than in their common flate. 

In all cafes, the alkali and acid, uniting together, compofe a new 
body, called a neutral salt, wnich has neither the fournefs of 
the one ingredient, nor the peculiar pungency of the other, and 
which will not diffolvc thofe fubftances which either the acid or the 
alkali feparately would difTolve. 

To thefe characters, it may be added, that alkaline falts change 
the colour of blue flowers or their infufions, as of violets, to a green, 
and acids to a red, while the neutral compound, formed by the co¬ 
alition of the two, makes no alteration in the colour. 

It m,uft be obferved, however', that to change blue flowers to a 
green, is not univerfalJy a mark of alkalies, for fome folutions of 
earthy bodies in acids have the fame effedl; thefe laft may be diflin- 
guifhed from alkalies, by adding to them a known alkali, which will 
immediately precipitate the earth, and form a neutral compound with 
the acid. 

Fixed alkaline falts, perfeCfdy purified, appear to-be. one and the 
fame, from whatever kind of vegetable they were produced ; thofe 
of fome marine plants excepted, of which hereafter. In volatile al¬ 
kalies, and in the pure earthy part of the allies, there appears to be, 
refpedtively, the like identity. 

Empyreumatic oils differ fomewhat in the degree of acrimony and 
fetidnefsj and the acid fpirits differ in degree of ftrength, or in the 
quantity of water with which they are diluted; how far they may 
differ in any other refpedls, is little known, thefe preparations hav¬ 
ing been rarely ufed or examined. 

It has been laid, that the alkaline falts, both of the fixed and of 
the volatile kind, are entirely creatures of the fire, being never found 
to ex iff naturally in any vegetable ; but late experience contradidfs 
this pofition, as will be feen when we come to fpeak of faline fub- 
Fances below : the oil, doubtlefs, pre-exiiled in the fubjedl, but 
owes its acrimony and fetidnefs to the fire ; for the rnoft mild and in- 
fipid oils receive the fame qualities on being urged with the fame de¬ 
gree of heat: the acid, which is likewile naturally contained in 
vegetable fubjedts, proves always tainted, in the prefent procefs, 
with the ill fmell and tafte of the oil that accompanies it ; but whe¬ 
ther the acid itfelf fuffers any change in its nature, is unknown. 

When chemiftry began firft to be formed into a rational fcience, 
andtoexaminethe component parts and internal conftitution of bodies, 
it was imagined, that this vefolution of vegetables by fire, difeover- 
ing to us all their adlive principles, unciogged and unmixed with one 
another, would afford the fureft means of iudeing of their medicinal 
powers. But, on profecuting thefe experiments, it was foon found 
that they were infufficient for that end : that the analyfes of poifon- 
ous and cfculent plants agreed often as nearly wfith one another as the 
analyfes of one plant: that by the adliou of a burning heat, two 
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P 1 inciples of vegetables are not barely feparated, but altered, tranf- 
P^ed, and combined into new forms ; iniomuch that it was impoffi- 
e to know in what form they exifted, and with what qualities they 
' Vere endowed, before thefe changes and tranfpolitions happened. It, 
or exarhple, thirty-two ounces of a certain vegetable fubftance be 
0u nd to yield ten ounces and a half of acid liquor, above one ounce 
j^'d five drams of oil, and three drams and a halt of ftxt alkaline 
» what idea can this analyfis give of the medicinal qualities of 
gum Arabic ? 

Subjiances naturally contained In Vegetables, and fepar able by Art 
without Alteration of their native Qualities . 


1. 


Grofs Oils. 


Gross oils abound chiefly in the kernels of fruits and in certain 

cec *s ; from which they are commonly extracted by expreflion, and 

le _nce are diftinguifhed by the name o i expreffed oils. They are con- 

j-^ined alio in all the parts of all vegetables that have been examined, 

roay be forced out by vehemence of fire ; but here their qualities 

arc greatly altered in the procefs by which they are extradfed or dif- 

Co vered, as we have feen under the foregoing head. 

. lle fe oils, in their common date, are not diffoluble either in 

X^nous fpirits or in water, though, by means of certain intermedia, 

■fy naay be united both with the one and the other. Thus a fkilfui 

lnt crpofition of fugar renders them mifcible with water into what arc 

j e d lohochs and oily draughts : by the intervention of gum, muci- 

or the yolk of an egg, thev unite with water into a milky 

Ul d : by alkaline falts they are changed into a foap, which is mifcible 

^otn with water and fpirituous liquors, and is perfe&lv diflhjved bv 

e ] at ter into an uniform tranfpar'ent fluid. The addition of any acid 

0 the foapy folution ahforbs the alkaline fait; and the oil, which of 

?j° Ur % Lparates, is found to have undergone this remarkable change. 

la -t it now uiffolves without any intermedium, in pure fpirit of 
Wine. J ’it 


Expreffed oils, expofed to the cold, lofe greatly their fluidity : 
° f them, in a fmaU degree of cold, congeal into a confident 
2 . a : s * Kept for fome time in a warm air, they become thin and 
S ill y rancid : their foft, lubricating, and relaxing quality is changed 
the° a ^ lai E ac rimonious one : and in this-date, inftead of allaying, 
the ° Cca ^ lon irritation ; indead of obtunding corroflye humours, 
J cor tode and inflame. Thefe oils ar£ liable to the fame noxious 
eration while contained in the original fubjedt: hence the ranci- 
cold f 1C lt '^ e °' !y ^" eec ^ s an( ^ k crne E, as almonds and thofe called tiie 
eeds, are lo liable to contract in keeping. Nevertheless, on tri- 
tnele feeds or kernels with water, the oil, by the interven- 
n of the other matter of the fubjedt, unites with the water into an 
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emulfion or milky liquor, which, inftead of growing rancid, turns 
four on {landing. 

It feems then that fome fort of fermentation goes on in the progrefs 
of oils in the rancid flare, and from fome experiments it would 
feem that an acid is evolved, which renders them more foluble in 
fpirits of wine than before. 

In the heat of boiling water, and even in a degree of heat as much 
exceeding this as the heat of boiling water does that of the human 
body, thefe oils fuffer little diffipation of their parts. Tn a greater 
heat, they emit a pungent vapour, feemingly of the acid kind ; and 
when fuffered to grow cold again, they are found to have acquired a 
greater degree of confidence than they had before, together with an 
acrid tafte. In a heat approaching to ignition, in clofe vefiels, the 
greatefl part of the oil ariles in an empyreumatic ftate, a black coal 
remaining behind. 

2. Grofs fcbaccons Matter. 

From the kernels of fome fruits, as that of the chocolate nut, we 
obtain, inflead of a fluid oil, a fubffance of butyraceous confidence ; 
and from others, as the nutmeg, a folid matter as firm as tallow. 
Thefe concretes arc mod commodioufly extracted by boilino- the 
fubjedl in water; the febaceous matter, liquefied by the heat, fepa- 
rates and ariles to the furface, and refumea its proper confidence as 
the liquor cools. 

The fubdances of this clafs have the fame general properties with 
expreffed oils, but are lefs difpoled to become rancid in keeping than 
mod of the common fluid oils. It is fuppofed by the chemifts, that 
their thick confidence is owing to a larger admixture of an acid prin¬ 
ciple: for, in their refolution by fire, they yield a vapour more fenfi- 
hly acid than the fluid oils ; and fluid oils, by the admixture of con¬ 
centrated acids, are reduced to a thick or folid mafs. 

3 . EJfential Oils. 

Essential oils are obtained only from thofe vegetables, or parts 
of vegetables, that are confiderably odorous. They are the direct 
principle, in which the odour, and oftentimes the warmth, pun¬ 
gency, and other adlive powers of the fubje<51, reflde ; whence their 
name of eflfences or eflential oils. 

Eflential oils unite with rectified fpirit of wine, and compofe with 
it one homogeneous tranfparent fluid ; though fome of them require 
for this purpofe a much larger proportion of the fpirit than others. 
The difference of this folubility perhaps depends on their quantity of 
diiengaged acid, that being found not only to promote the dilution of 
the eflential oil, but even of thofe of the un&uous kind. Water alfo, 
though it does not difiblve their whole fubftances, may be made to 
imbibe fome portion of their more fubtile matter* fo as to bequme 
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confuleraluy impregnated with their flavour; by the admixture of 
*ugar, gum, the yolk of an egg, or alkaline falts, they are made to- 
tall y difloluble in water. Digefted with volatile alkalies, they un¬ 
dergo various changes of colour, and forne of the lefs odorous ac¬ 
quire confiderable degrees of fragrance ; whilft fxxt alkalies univcr- 
I^Hy impair their odour. 

In the heat of boiling water, thefe oils totally exhale ; and on this 
pnnciple they are commonly extra ded from fubjeds that contain 
^beni ; for no other fluid, that naturally exiffs in vegetables, is ex- 
halable by that degree of heat, except the aqueous moifture, from 
’vynich the greateft part of the oil is eafily feparated. Some of thefe 
°ds arife with a much lefs heat, a heat little greater than that in 
'vhich water begins vifibly to evaporate. In their refolution by a 
burning heat, they differ little from exprefTed oils. 

EfTential oils, expofed for fome time to a warm air, differ an al¬ 
teration very different from that which the exprefTed undergo. In¬ 
head of growing thin, rancid, and acrimonious, they gradually 
become thick, and at length harden into a folid brittle concrete ; 
"With a remarkable diminution of their volatility, fragrancy, pun¬ 
gency, and warm ftimulating quality. In this ftate, they are found 
*° confift of two kinds of matter; a fluid oil, volatile in the heat of 
boiling water, and nearly of the fame quality with the original oil; 
and of a groffer fubflance which remains behind, not exhalable with- 
°ut a burning heat, or fuch a one as changes its nature, and refolves 
u mto an add, an empyreumatic oil, and a black coal. 

. Ehe admixture of a concentrated acid inftantly produces, in effen- 
hal oils, a change nearly fimilar to. that which time effeds. In 
making thefe kinds of commixtures, the operator ought to be on his 
guard : for when a ftrong acid, particularly that of nitre (of which 
hereafter) is poured haftily into an effential oil, a great heat and ebul- 
: ,f, on enlue, and often an cxplofion happens, or the mixture burfts 
into flame. The union of exprefTed oils with acids is accompanied 
much lefs conflid. 

' 4. Concrete effential Oil. 

Some vegetables, as rofes and elecampane roots, Inftead of a fluid 
eiiential oil, yield a lubftance poffefling the fame general properties, 
ut of a thick or febaceous confidence. This lubftance appears to 
e of as great volatility, and fubtility of parts, as the fluid oils: it 
Equally exhales in the heat of boiling water, and concretes upon the 
unace of the colleded vapour. The total exhalation of this matter, 
und its concreting again into its original confident ftate, without any 
eparation of ic into a fluid and a folid part, diftinguithes it from ef- 
en ■ °ds that have been thickened or indurated by age or by acids. 

5. Camphor. 

Camphor .is a folid concrete, obtained chiefly from the woody 
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parts of certain Indian trees. It is volatile like effential oils, and 
foluble both in oils and inflammable fpirits : it unites freely 'with 
water by the intervention of gtim, particularly myrrh, but very fpar- 
ingly and imperfectly by the other intermedia that render oils mifci- 
ble with watery liquors. It differs from the febaceous, as well as 
fluid effential oils, in fuffering no fenfible alteration from long keep¬ 
ing ; in being totally exhaiable, not only by the heat of boiling wa¬ 
ter, but in a warm air, without any change or reparation of its parts, 
the laffc particle that remains unexhaled appearing to be of the fame 
nature with the original camphor ; in its receiving no empyreumalic 
impreflion, and fuffering no rcfolution, from any degree of fire to 
which it can be expofed in clofe veffeis, though readily combuftible 
in the open air ; in being diffolved by concentrated acids into a li¬ 
quid form ; and in feveral other properties which it is needlefs to 
fpecify in this place. 

6. Aroma, 

Os. Spiritus ReCtor, is the name given to the odorous principle 
of vegetables. Thefe bodies differ greatly from one another in the 
quantity, ftrength, and folubility of the odorous principle which 
they contain. It is generally found united with volatile oils ; but 
it is foluble in alchohol and water, as well as in thefe. The {lighted 
degree of heat is fufficient to difengage the aroma of plants. To 
obtain it, the plant muff be diddled in a balneum Maris, and its 
vapours received into a cold capital — which may condenfe, and 
afterwards conduCt them in a fluid date into the receiver. The pro¬ 
duct is pure odoriferous water, and is known by the name.of effential 
difttiled water. This liquor is to be confidered as a folution of the 
aroma or odorous principle in water.—When aromatic water is heat¬ 
ed, it lofes its fmell in conlequence of the odorous principle being 
more volatile than the fluid in which it was diffolved. This princi¬ 
ple is alio diflipated hy expofure to the air. Many faCts would in¬ 
duce us to believe that the principle of fmell is one of the elementary 
principles of volatile oils; but we areas yet, almoff completely igno¬ 
rant of its chemical nature, properties, and combinations. 



Essential oils, indurated by age or acids, are called refins. 
When the indurated mafs has been expofed to the hear of boiling 
water, till its more fubtile parts, or the pure effential oil that remain¬ 
ed in it, has exhaled, the grofs matter, left behind, is likewife called 
refin. We find, in many vegetables, refins analogous both to one 
and the other of thefe concretes ; fome containing a fubtile oil, fe- 
parable by the heat of boiling water; others containing nothing that 
is capable of exhaling in that heat. 

Refins in general diflolve in rectified fpirit of wine, though fome 
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°f them much more difficultly than dthers: it is chiefly by means of 
this diffolvent, that they are extracted from the iubjects in which 
they are contained. They diffolve alio in oils both exprefled and 
e flential; and may be united with watery liquors by means of the 
hme intermedia which vender the fluid oils mifciblc with water. In 
a heat lefs than that of boiling water, they melt into an oily fluid, 
a nd in this ftate they may be incorporated one with another. In 
their refolution by Are, in clofe veffels, they yield a manileft acid, 
and a large quantity of empyreumatic oil. 

8. Gum. 


Gum differs from the foregoing fubftances, in being uninflamma¬ 
ble: for though it may be burnt to a coal, and thence to allies, it 
never yields any flame. 'It differs remarkably alfo in the proportion 
cl the principles into which it is refolved by fire; the quantity of 
empyreumatic oil being far lefs, and that of acid far greater. In the 
heat of boiling water, it fuffers no diffipation : nor does it liquefy 
hke refins; but continues unchanged, till the heat is fo far increafed 
as to fcorcli or turn it to a coal. 

By a little quantity of water, it is foftened into a vifcous adheflve 
mafs, called mucilage : by a larger quantity it is diffolved into a fluid, 
which proves more or lefs glutinous, according to the proportion of 
gum. It does not diffolve in vinous fpirits, or in any kind of oil: 
neverthelefs, when foftened with water into a mucilage, it is eafly 
rnilcible both with the fluid oils and with reflns, which, by thefe 
means, become foluble in watery liquors, along with the gum, and 
are thus exxellently fitted for medicinal purpofes. 

T his elegant method of uniting oils with aqueous liquors, former¬ 
ly kept a fecret in few hands, is now univerfally known ; and a variety 
°f experiments is related in the fir ft volume of the London Medical 
Obfervations, of rendering oils, both eflential and exprefled, and dif¬ 
ferent unctuous and reflnous bodies, foluble in water by the media¬ 
tion of gum. Mucilages have alfo been ufed for fufpending crude 
mercury and fome other ponderous and indiffolubie fubftances; the 
mercury is, by this means, not a little divided; but it is found that 
the particles are apt to run together or fubfide, if a pretty conftant 
agitation be not kept up. 

As oily and reflnous fubftances are thus united to water by the 
means of gum, fo gums may in like manner be 'united to l'pirit of 
' V!n . e by the intervention of reflns and eflential oils ; though the 
tpuit does not take up near fo much of the gum, as water does of the 
oil or refin. 

Acid liquors, though they thicken pure oils or render them con- 

utent, do not impede the diffolution of gum, or of oils blended with 
gum. Alkaline faits, on the contrary, both fixt and volatile, though 
tney render pure oils Jiflfoluble in water, prevent the folution of gum, 


ELEMENTS of PHARMACY. 


Part I. 


r4 

and mixtures of gum and oil. If any pure gum be diffblved in 
water, the addition of any alkali will occafion the gum to feparate, 
and fall to the bottom in a confiftent form : if any oily or relinous 
body was previoufly blended with the gum, this alfo Separates, and 
either finks to the bottom, or rifes to the fop, according to its gravity. 

9. Gum-refn. 

By gum-refin is underftood a mixture of gum and refin. Many 
vegetables contain mixtures of this kind, in which the component 
parts are fo intimately united, with the interpofition perhaps of fome 
other matter, that the compound, in a pharmaceutical view, may he 
conlidered as a diftindt kind of principle ; the whole mafs diffolving 
alrnoft equally in aqueous and in fpirituous liquors ; and the folu- 
tions being not turbid or milky, like rhofe of the groffer mixtures of 
gum and refill, but perfedllv tranfparent. Such is the aftringent mat¬ 
ter of biftort root, and the bitter matter of gentian. It were to be 
wi fired that we had fome particular name for this kind ot matter; as 
the term gum-refin is appropriated to the groffer mixtures, in which 
the gummy and refinous parts are but loofely joined, and eafily ie- 
parable from one another. 

As the effedls of medicines generally depend upon their folubility 
in the ftomach, it is often neceffary to bring their infoluble parts, 
fuch as refinous oily matters, into the hate of gum-refin; this is done 
by the mediation of mucilage (Seethe article above). — Hence theie 
matters become more foluble in the ftomach ; and the liquor thus 
prepared is called an emullion, from its whitiih colour relembling 
milk. 

10. Salim Matter. 

\ Of the faline juices of vegetables there are different kinds, which 
have hitherto been but little examined : the fvveet and acid ones are 
the moft plentiful, and thole which are the heft known. 

There have lately, however, been difeovered a confiderable variety 
of halts in different vegetables. The mild fixed alkali , has been ob¬ 
tained from almoft all plants by macerating them in acids ; the 
vegetable alkali is the moft common, but the mineral alkali is alfo 
tound in the marine plants. Befides the fixed alkali, feveral other 
halts have been detedled in different vegetables—fuch as vitriolat- 
ed tartar, common lalt, Glauber’s fait, nitre, febrifuge fait, and fe- 
lefjite. From fome experiments too, the volatile alkali has been fup- 
pofed to exill ready formed in many plants of the cruciform or tetrady- 
namia tribe. 

It is, however, to be underftood, that though fome of thefe falts 
are really products of vegetation, others of them are not unfrequent- 
ly adventitious, being imbibed from the foil without any change pro¬ 
duced by the functions of the vegetable. 
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1 hefe juices of vegetables, expofed to heat equal to that of boiling 
'vater, fuffer generally no other change than the evaporation of their 
watery moifture; the faline matter remaining behind, along with 
htch of the other fixed parts as were blended with it in the juice. 

* r ° m many plants, after the exhalation of great part of the water, 
me faline matter gradually feparates in keeping, and concretes into 
mne iolid maffes, leaving the other fubftances diffolved or in a rnoift 
ftate: from others, no. means have yet been found of obtaining a 
pure concrete fait. 

"I lie fweet and four falts are thofe peculiarly native and effential 
fo vegetables. Thefe two are frequently blended together in the 
fame vegetable, and fometimes pafs into each other at different ages 
°1 the plant. Of the four plants feveral kinds are known in pharma¬ 
cy* and in the arts—fuch as thofe of forrel, lemons, oranges, citrons, 
&c. The faccharine falts are alfo obtained from a great number of 
Ve getables ; they may be generally difcovered by their fweet tafle ; 
b ut the iugar-cane is the vegetable from which this faline matter is 
procured in the greatefl quantity, and with moft profit in com¬ 
merce. 

f hefe fairs diffolve, not only in water like other faline bodies, but 
many of them, particularly the fweet, in rectified fpirit alfo. The 
£rofs oily and gummy matter, with which they are alniofc always 
a ccompanied in the fubjedf, diffolves freely along with them in wa- 
ter » hut is by fpirit in great meafure left behind. Such heterogene¬ 
ous matters, as the fpirit takes up, are almofl completely retained by 
while the fait concretes; but of thofe, which water takes up, a 
confiderable part always adheres to the fait. Hence effential falts, 
ys they are called, prepared in the common manner from the watery 
juices of vegetables, are always found to partake largely of the 
^her foluble principles of the fubjedt; whilft thofe extracted by 
Ti'rit of wine prove far move pure. By means of rectified fpirit, 
:°me productions of this kind may be excellently freed from their 
impurities; and perfect faccharine concretions obtained from many 
°ur indigenous fsveets. 

I here is another kind of faline matter, obtained from fome re- 
bnous bodies, particularly from benzoin, of a different nature from 
me foregoing, and fuppoied by fome of the chemifls to be a part of 
tlle effential oil of the refin, coagulated by an acid, with the acid 
more predominant, or more difengaged, than in the other kinds of 
coagulated or indurated oils. Thefe concretes diffolve both in wa- 
and in vinous fpirits, though difficultly and fparingly in both : 
tney ffi ew f ome marks of acidity, have a confxderabie fhare of lmcll 
i; ke that of the refin from which they are obtained, exhale in a heat 
c qual m tha.t of boiling water or a little greater, and prove inflam¬ 
mable in the fire. 

II. Farina , or Flour, 

^ his fubflancc partakes of the nature of gum, but has more 
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tnfle, is more fermentable, and much more nutritive. It abounds in 
very many vegetables, and is generally deposited in certain parts, 
feemingly for the purpoie of its being more advantageoufly accom¬ 
modated to their nourilhment and growth. Several of the bulbous 
and other roots, fuch as thofe of potatoes, bryony, thole from which 
callava is extracted, l'alep, and many others, contain a great quantity 
of white fieculs refembling and really poffefling the properties of 
farina. The plants of the leguminous tribes, fuch as peas and 
beans, are found alfo to abound with this matter ; hut grains contain 
the largeft quantity, which are therefore called farinaceous. Of 
this kind are wheat, rye, barley, oats, rice, and other limilar plants. 

The farina is compofed of three parts, of a glutinous or vegeto- 
anunal part—amylum or {larch—and a mucous matter. Wheat 
affords the farina in the greateft quantity, and in its moft perfect 
ftate ; and hence is conlidered as the mof! nutritious. 

12. The Colouring Matter of Vegetables. 

This feems to be of an intermediate nature between the gummy 
and refinous parts. It is in many plants equally well extracted by 
water and by redified fpirits; it is alfo procurable in the form of a 
lake, not at all foluble in either of thefe menftrua. However, it is 
not necefTary to fay more on this fubjed, as it has little to do with 
pharmacy, it is appropriated more to the dyers ufe. 

General Qbfervations on the foregoing Principles. 

1. Essential oils, as already obferved, are obtainable only from 
a few vegetables, and camphor from a much fmaller number : but 
grofs oil, refill, gum, and ialine matter, appear to be common, in 
greater or Id’s proportion, to all ; fome abounding more with one, 
and others with another. 

2. The feveral principles are in many cafes intimately combined; 
fo as to be ex traded together from the fubjed, by thofe diflblvents, 
in which fome of them, feparately, could not be diffolved. Hence 
watery infufions and fpirituous tmdures of a plant contain more 
fubftances than thofe of which water or fpirit is the proper dif- 
fo’vent. 

3. After a plant has been fufficiently infufed in water, all that 
fpirit extrads from the reiiduum may be looked upon as confining 
wholly of fuch matter as diredly belongs to the adion of fpirit. 
And on the contrary, when fpirit is applied firft, all that water ex¬ 
trads afterwards may be looked upon as confifting only of that mat¬ 
ter of which water is the dired difTolvent. 

4. If a vegetable fubftance, containing all the principles we have 
been fpeakirig of, be boiled in water, the efTential oil, whether fluid 
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concrete, and the camphor, and volatile effential fait, will gradu- 
.y exhale with the {team of the water, and may he collected by re- 
9 e ivingjth e fleam in proper veflels, placed beyond the adVion of the 
.' a '\ 1 he other principles not being volatile in this degree of heat, 
cicala behind: the grofs oil and febaceous matter float on the top : 
^ le gummy and faline fubftance, and a part of the refln, are diffolved 
j-Y tle water, and may be obtained in a folid form by draining the 
^r 3 UOr > an d expofing it to a gentle heat till the water has exhaled. 

c refl of the refin, flill retained by the fubjedf, may be extradled 
”y l.Pirit of wine, and feparated in its proper form, by exhaling the 
P lri *-- On thefe foundations, moft of the fubflances contained in ve- 
ables may be extracted, and obtained in a pure ftate, however they 
lla V be compounded together in the fubjedt. 

5 * Sometimes one or more of the principles is found naturally dif- 
; Lorn the others, lying in diftindt receptacles within the fub- 

"“V • 01 e xtravafated tind accumulated on the furface. Thus, in the 
tea roots of angelica, cut longitudinally, the microfcope difcovers 
Uis of refin. In the flovv.er-cups of hypericum, and the leaves of 
orange-tree, tranfparent points are diftinguilhed by the naked 
y e » w hich, on the firft view, feem to be holes, but, on a clofer ex- 
t / 111 ^ at l°n, are found to be little veficles filled with effential oil. In 
e l >ark of the fir, pine, larch, and fome other trees, the oily recep- 
es a re extremely numerous, and fo copioufly fupplied with the 
- au d refinous fluid, that they frequently burft, efpecially in the 
*j, ai m climates, and difcharge their contents in great quantities. 

• e acacia tree in Egypt, and the plum and cherry among oprfelves, 

- d almoft pure gummy exudations. From a fpecies of aih is fe~ 
f ec * f he faii-ne 1‘weet fubftance, manna; and the only kind of 
a vv uh which the ancients were acquainted, appears to have been 
Natural exudation from the cane. 

tu- hmegoing principles are, fo far as is known, all that na- 

v ral ly ex:ft in vegetables; and all that art can extradf from them, 
lout { uc fl operations as change their nature, and deftfoy their 
qualities. In one or more of thefe principles, the colour, 
f e ’ ta fie, and medicinal virtues of the fubjedl, are almoft always 
Und concentrated. 

p -?* fome vegetables, the whole medicinal activity refides in one 
a wl P e *. Thus, in fweet almonds, the only medicinal principle is 
ref- » m horfe-radifh root, an effential oil; in jalap root, a 
a '‘I 1 ’ 111 rnarfhmallow root, a gum ; in the leaves of forrel, a faline 
fubftance. b 

a " Others have one kind of Virtue refidin?; in one principle, and 
a nd ei .’ n an °ther. Thus Peruvian bark has an aftringent refin, 
a K- a ^ Itter gum; wormwood, a ftrong flavoured effential oil, and 
a bitter gum-reiin. 

he grols inflpid oils and febaceous matters, the Ample infipid 
‘ and the fweet and acid faline fubflances, appear to agree, 
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both in their medicinal qualities, as well as in their pharmaceutic 
properties. 

10. But effential oils, refms, and gum-refins, differ greatly in dif¬ 
ferent fubjedls. As effential oils are univerially the principle of odour 
in vegetables, it is obvious that they muft differ in this refpedl, as much 
as the fubjedls from which they are obtained. Refills frequently 
partake of the oil, and confequently of the differences depending 
thereon ; with this further diverfity, that the grofs relinous part of¬ 
ten contains other powers than thofe which refide in oils. Thus 
from wormwood, a refm may be prepared, containing not only the 
ftrong fmell and flavour, but likewife the whole bitternefs of the 
herb; from which laft quality the oil is entirely free. The bitter, 
aftringent, purgative, and emetic virtues of vegetables refide generally 
in different forts of refmous matter, either pure, or blended with 
gummy and faline parts; of which kind of combinations, there are 
many fo intimate, that the component parts can fcarcely be feparar- 
ed from one another, the whole compound diffolving almoft equally 
in aqueous and fpirituous menftrua. 

11. There are fome fubflances alfo, which, from' their being to¬ 
tally diffoluble in water, and not at all in fpirit, may be judged to be 
mere gums; but which, neverthelefs, poffefs virtues never to be 
found in the Ample gums. Such are the aftringent gum called aca¬ 
cia, and the purgative gum extracted from aloes. 

12. It is fuppofed that vegetables contain certain fubtile principles 
©r prefiding fpirits, different in different plants, of too great tenuity 
to be colleded in. their pure ftate, and of which oils, gums, and re¬ 
fins are only the matrices or vehicles. This enquiry is foreign to 
the purpofes of pharmacy, which is concerned only about groffer 
and more fenfible objedls. When we obtain from an odoriferous 
plant an effential oil, containing in a fmall compafs the whole fra¬ 
grance of a large quantity of the fubjcdl, our intentions are equally 
anfwered, whether the fubftance of the oil be the diredl odorous 
matter, or whether it have diffufed through it a fragrant principle 
more fubtile than itfelf. And, when this oil, in long keeping, lofes 
its odour, and becomes a refm, it is equal in regard to the prefer^ 
confederations, whether the effedb happen from the avolation of a 
fubtile principle, or from a change produced in the fubftance of the 
oil itfelf.' 


SECT. II. 

ANIMALS. 

jlN animal bodies we find certain fubflances, which have a gre^ 
refemblance, in their geneia properties, to thofe of the vegetable 
kingdom. 5 
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°^ S anc ^ ^ ats ? t ^ ie S rofs °^ s vegetables, are not, of 
kJ-Hnelves, dilloiuble either in water or vinous fpirits ; but they may 
a' 11 , w ith water, by the intervention of gum or mucilage ; and 
, r °f them mav be changed into foap, and thus rendered mifcible 
Th Pirit ’ 3S we ^ as watei b °y fixt alkaline falts. 
j he pdorous matter of fome odoriferous animal fubftances, as 
v 1, • c f vet ’ caftor, is. like effential oil, foluble in fpirit of wine, and 
caft UUe * n b eat °f boiling water. Cartheufer relates that from 
i- Ui an actual effential oil has been obtained, in a very fmall quan- 
L but of an exceedingly ftrong diffuftve fmell. 
a • be veficating matter of cantharides, and tbofe parts of fundry 
^ lrna ‘ fubftances, in which their peculiar taftes refide, are diffolved 
y vilified fpirit, and feem to have fome analogy with refins and 

* u ®*y refms. 

jjj rr , e gelatinous principle of animals, iike the gum of vegetables, 
d ; i01v .es in water, but not in fpirit or in oils i like gums alfo, it ren» 
°ds and fats mifcible with water into a milky liquor. 

. °me infedls, particularly the ant, are found to contain an acid 
w hich approaches nearly to the nature of vegetable acids. 

*ere are, however, fundry animal juices, which differ greatly, 
b thefe general kinds of properties, from the correfponding ones 
g. V fS et:a bles. Thus animal ferum, which appears analogous jto ve~ 
e gummy juices, has this remarkable difference, that though it 
he r 12 um %mly with cold or warm water, yet, on confiderably 
^ u j^ n S the mixture, the animal matter feparates from the watery 
that* if ^ COncretes into a folid mafs. Some have % een apprehenfive, 
d eY heat of the body, in fome diftempers, might rife to fuch a 
rou k aS to P r °duce this dangerous or mortal concretion of the fe- 
h S humours: but the heat requifite for this efrecft is greater than the 
midff 11 appears capable of fuftaining ; being nearly about the 
a nd tk ^°' nt between the greateft human heat commonly obferved, 
hat of boiling water. 

mjQ He ^°f t a fd fluid parts of animals are ftrongly difpofed to run 
P utr efa£fion : they putrefy much fooner than vegetable matters, 
q^y len corrupted, prove more offenfive. 
a nirnal S ^ roce ^ s takes place, in fome degree, in the bodies of living 
a n oblT rf- 0 ^ ten as the juices ftagnate long, or are prevented, by 
morr nction of the natural emumftories, from throwing off their 
The^ j^Ie. an( i corruptible parts. 

has l l . * rine °f putrefa&ion, both in living and in dead animals, 
a nd ot r lvea g reat light from the curious and interefting experiments 
tion be erva b° ns °f Dr. Pringle. He obferves, that if the corrup- 
Cu mulafi leat ant ^ ^dden, a fever or a flux entries ; but that if the ac-* 
k * lon 0 * corrupted matter be f’o flow, that the body becomes ha- 


cy £ n e P utre f a <fhon, a fcurvy prevails* Hence the frequent 

Irom c ^ 3 * d^emper, in long voyages, on board unventilated fhips, 
rupted air and provifions; in marfhy countries, from filmic 
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lar caufes; and, in a lefs degree, in all northern climates, in moift (I- 
tuations, from a want of due perfpiration. 

During putrefaction, a quantity of air is generated; all the hu¬ 
mours become gradually thinner, and the fibrous parts more lax and 
tender. Hence, the tympany, which fucceeds the corruption of any 
of the vifcera, or the imprudent fuppreffion of dyfenteries by aftrin- 
gents ,• and the weaknefs and laxity of the veffels obfervable in fcur- 
vies, &c. 

The craffamentum of human blood changes by putrefaction into 
a dark livid-coloured liquor; a lew drops of which tinge the feruin 
of a tawny hue ; like that of the ichor of fores and dyfenteric flux¬ 
es, and of the white ot the eye, the faliva, the ferum of blood 
drawn from a vein, and that which oozes from a blifler, in deep 
fcurvies, and the advanced flate of malignant fevers. 

The putrid craflamenturn changes a large quantity of recent 
urine to a flame-coloured water, fo common in fevers and in the 
fcurvy. Tin's mixture, after Handing an hour or two, gathers a 
cloud, refembling what is feen in the crude water of acute diftem- 
pers ; with fome oily matter on the fur face, like the feum which 
floats on fcorbutic urine. 

The ferum of blood depoflts, in putrefaction, a fediment refem¬ 
bling well-digefted pus, and changes to a faint olive green. A 
ferum, fo far putrefied as to become green, is perhaps never to be 
feen in the veffels of living animals: but in dead bodies this ferum 
is to be diflinguifhed by the green colour which the flefh acquires 
in corrupting. In falted meats, this is commonly aferibed to the 
brine', but erroneoufly ; for that has no power of giving this colour, 
but only of qualifying the tafte, and in fome degree the ill effects of" 
corrupted aliments. In foul ulcers, and other lores, where the fe¬ 
rum is left to fiagnate long, the matter is likewife found of this co¬ 
lour, and is then always acrimonious. 

The putrefaction of animal fubflances is prevented or retarded by 
all faline matters, even by the fixt and volatile alkaline falts, which 
have generally been fuppofed to produce a contrary effect. Of all 
the falts that have been made trial of, fea fait feems to refill putre¬ 
faction the leaf! : in fmall quantities, it even accelerates the procefs« 
The vegetable bitters, as chamomile flowers, are much flronger an' 
tifeptics, not only preferving flefh long uncorrupted, hut likewife 
fomewhat corredting it when putrid : the mineral acids have this 
laft. effect in a more remarkable degree. Vinous fpirits, aromatic 
and warm fubflances, moff of the diaphoretic drugs, and the acVi^ 
plants, faliely called alkalefcent, as feurvy-grafs and horfe-radifl-> 
are alio found to relit putrefaction. Sugar and camphor are fouife 
to be powerful antifeptics. Fixed air, or aerial acid, is likewife 
thought to refift putrefaction ; but, above all, the vapours ofnitroU 5 
acid in the form of air, the nitrous air of Dr. Prieftley, is found t° 
be the mod effectual in preferving animal bodies from corruption.-y" 
The lift of feptics, or of the fubflances that promote putrefaction, lS 
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Ver y ^on; and fuch a property has only been difcovered in calca-- 
^ous earths, and raacneiia, and a very few falts whole bales are of 

ftefe earths. 

L is obfervable, that, notwithstanding the ftrong tendency of ans- 
rn y* matters to putrefaiftion, yet broths made from them with the ad¬ 
mixture of vegetables, inftead of putrefying, turn four. Dr. Pringle 
il( s ’ that when animal fleih in fubftance is beaten up with bread, 
ft other farinaceous vegetables, and a proper quantity of water, into 
-onflftence of a pap, this mixture likewife, kept in a heat equal 
mat of the human body, grows in a little time four ; while the 
ft-geta'ole matters, without the fleih, fuffer no fuch change. (See 

. e Appendix to Dr. Pringle’s Obfervations on the Difeafes of the 
Army.^ 

. Animal, fubftances, burnt in the open air, arerefolved, like vege- 
h , * es > into foot and afhes, but with this difference, that no iixt alkaline 
can be obtained from the aihes, and that no acid vapour accompa- 
les ft e fmoke. They emit, during the burning, a fetid fmell, of a 
collar kind, bv which animal fubftances may be diftinguifhed at 
fte from all thofe of the vegetable kingdom. Tn clofe veflels, they 
fcfte over, after the watery moifture, a volatile alkaline fair, which 
n er concretes into a folfd form, or diflblves in the water, and thus 
^'npofes what is called fpirit; together with an empyreumatic oil, 

a more fetid kind than the oils of vegetables: without the leaft: 
iootfte 

ma fts,' which, 

matter. 

j ft ft as obferved in the preceding fection, that fome few vegetables, 
_ lls r efolution of them by fire, difcover fome agreement, in their 
otter, with bodies of the animal kingdom ; yielding a volatile al- 
or !; le considerable quantity, with little or nothing of the acid 

f Kc C which the generality of vegetables afford. In animal 

tanoys alio there are fome exceptions to the general analyfis: 
t ft 0 an imal fats, inftead of a volatile alkali, an acid liquor is ob- 
• ^ed, and their empyreumatic oil wants the peculiar oftenlivenefs 
ft other animal oils. ' 


ftp ot acid throughout the whole procels. A black coal re* 
’in the open air, burn? into white allies void of faline 
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Oils and Bitumens . 

ftop " tle n p ncr .ft kingdom is found a fluid oil, called naphtha or pe- 
»cum, floating on the furtace of waters, or iffuing from clefts of 
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rocks, particularly in the eadern countries, of a ftrong fmell, very 
diff erent from that of vegetable or animal oils, limpid almoft as wa¬ 
ter, highly inflammable, not foluble in fpirit of wine, and more 
averfe to Union with water than any other oils. 

There are different forts of thefe mineral oils, more or lefs tinged., 
and of a more or lefs agreeable, and a fcronger or weaker fmell. By 
the admixture of concentrated acids, which raife no great heat or 
conflict with them, they become thick, and at length confident; 
and, in thefe ftages, are called bitumens. 

Thefe thickened or concreted oils, like the correfpondmg produ6ts 
of the vegetable kingdom, are generally foluble in fpirit of wine, but 
much more difficultly, more fparingly, and for the mod part only 
partially : they liquefy bv heat, but require the heat to be confider- 
ably ftronger. In a proper degree of heat, they give out a fluid oil, 
greatly refembling. the native petrolea ; a fmail quantity of a black 
coaly' matter remaining behind. Their fmells are various ; but all 
of them, either in their natural date, or when melted, or fet on Are, 
yield a peculiar kind of ftrong fcent, called, from them, bituminous. 

The folid bitumens are amber,—jet, — afphaltum, or bitumen of 
Judea,—and foffil or pit-coal. — Thefe, when diddled, give out an 
odorous phlegm, or water, more or lefs coloured and faline ; an 
acid, frequently in a concrete date ; an oil, at fird refembling the 
native petrolea, but foon becoming heavier and thicker, and laftly, 
a quantity of volatile alkali is obtained ; the refiduum is a cbarry 
matter, differing in its appearances according to the nature of the 
bitumen which had been analyfed. 


Earths. 

The little Impropriety of joining the vegetable and animal earths to 
the mineral, mud be overlooked for the fake of bringing both under 
one fynoptical view. Under the mineral earths are included dones, 
thefe being no other than earths in an indurated date.—The different 
kinds of thefe bodies hitherto taken notice of, are the following: 

I. Earths foluble in the nitrous , marine , ami vegetable acids, but not 
at all or exceedingly fparingly in'the vitriolic acid. When prcvioufly 
difjolvcd in 9 th er acids , they are precipitated by the addition of this 
lofty which thus unites with them into infipid , or nearly injipid cort- 
cretesy not diffoluble in any liquor. Of this kind are, 

$. The mineral calcareous earth: dijlinguijhcd by its being con¬ 
vertible, in a ftrong fire, without addition, into an acrimonious calx, 
called quicklime • This earth occurs in a variety of forms in the mi¬ 
neral kingdom. The fine foft chalky the coarfer limedones, the 
hard marbles, the tranfparent fpars, the earthy matter contained 


Ch 


ap. ir. 


MINERALS, 


23 


Waters, 


c s> and which, feparating from them, incruftates the Tides of 
re ' rns » or hangs in icicles from the top, receiving from its diffe- 
f hef a P^ e ? rances different appellations—howftrongly foe/er fome of 
p0f e b °dies have been recommended for particular medicinal pur- 
e * A’ a *' e at bottom no other than different forms of this calcareous 
ra r, ’ ^ lm ple pulverization depriving them of the fuperficial cha- 
Cq er . s b Y which they were diftinguifhed in the mafs. Mo if of them 
Lbl a |n S enera lly a greater or lefs admixture of fome of the indiffo- 
e ^ ln ds of earth ; which, however, affedts their medicinal quali- 
Cl "n° otberw ife, than by the addition which it makes to their bulk. 
p r K a Ppears to be one of the pureffc, and is therefore in general 
D f Crre 1 They all burn into a tlrong quicklime: in this ft ate, a 
Xv - r , 0 / them diffolves in water, which thus becomes impregnated 
“ tbe aftringent and lithontriptic powers that have been errone- 
7 1 a ^ CI 'ibed to fome of the earths in their natural hate, 
el r Ur,n o the calcination of calcareous earth, a large quantity of 
c a v apours is uncharged: the abfence of this fluid renders it 
ult) c, and foluble in water in the form of lime water. 

■ 2 * The animal calcareous earth : burning into quicklime , like the 
er Of this kind are oyfler fliells, and all the marine fhells 
ba ve been examined; though with fome variation in the 
e ngth of the quicklime produced from them. 
q- 3 * *1 he earth of bones and horns: not at all burning into quick - 
■"! e " Ibis kind of earth is more difficult of folution in acids than 
let °f the preceding. It is accompanied in the fubjedls with a 
q-amity of gelatinous matter, which may be feparated by long boil- 
wa fcr, and more perfectly by burning in the open air: the 
ci 1 1 ma y be extradfed alfo from the bone or horn, though diffi- 
. y* hy means of acids; whereas vegetables, and the foft parts of 
ni mals, yield their pure earth by burning only. 

il T? 7 7 

■Earths, foluble with eafe in the vitriolic as well as other acids ; 
°nd yielding, in all their combinations therewith , Jaline concretes 
Joluhle in water. 

V hiagnefla alba : compojing with the Vitriolic acid a bitter pur - 
ip J e liquor. This earth has not yet been found naturally in a pure 
r at '“* 7 ^ is obtained from the purging mineral waters and their falts, 
fq IT f t lS bbter liquor which remains after the cryflallization of lea 
in 1 ro111 ^ ea water, and from the fluid which remains uncryflallized 
Kl P utreba( ^i° n °f fome forts of rough nitre. The aches of ve- 
h a les appear to be nearly the fame kind of earth. 
a q '. ominous earth: compojing with the vitriolic acid a very 
! l( l Uor ' This earth alfo has not been found naturally 
" . e * . J s obtained from alum, which is no other than a combi- 

ffro° U k — the vitriolic acid : it may.likewife be extracted, by 
n g boiling in that acid, from clays and boles. 
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III. Earths which by digefion in acids , either in the cold cr in a mo ;• 
derate warmth, are not at all dijfolved. 

1. Argillaceous earth : becoming hard, qr acquiring an additional 
hardnefs , in the fire. Of this kind of earth there are feveral varieties, 
differing in fome particular properties : as the purer clays , which, 
when moiftened with water, form a very vifeous mafs, difficultly 
diffufihle through a larger quantity of the fluid, and flowly fubfiding 
from it: boles, lefs vifeous, more readily mifcible with water, and 
more readily fubfiding : and ochres , which have little or nothing of 
the vifeofity of the two foregoing, and are commonly impregnated 
with a yellow or red ferrugineous calx. 

2. Cryftalline earth : naturally hard , fo as to frike Jparks with 
feci: becoming friable in afrong fire. Of this kind are flints, 
cryftals, See. which appear to conlift of one and the fame earth, 
differing in the purity, hardnefs, and tranfparency of the mafs. 

3. Gypfeous earth : reducible by a gentle heat into a [oft powder, 
which unites with water into a mafs , Jo me what vifeous and tenacious^ 
while mo'Jl , but quickly drying and becoming hard. A greater heat 
deprives /the powder of this property , without occafoning any other 
alteration. Such are the tranfparent Jelenjtes ; the fibrous ftony 
maffes improperly called Engl'jh talc ; and the granulated gypfa or 
plaficr of Paris itones. Though thefe bodies, however, have been 
commonly looked upon as mere earths, of a diftinCt kind from the 
reft, they appear, both from analytical and fynthetical experiments, 
to be no other than combinations of -the mineral calcareous earth 
with vitriolic acid. (See the characters of the earths of the firft 
ciafs.) 

4. Talky earth : fcarcely alterable by a vehement fire. The maffes 
of this earth are generally of a fibrous or leafy texture ; more or 
lefs pellucid, bright or glittering ; fmooth and undtuous to the touch ; 
too flexible and elaftic to be eafily pulverifed ; foft, fo as to be cut 
with a knife. In thefe refpedts fome of the gypfeous earths greatly 
refemble them, but the difference is readily difcovered by fire ; a 
weak heat reducing the gypfeous to powder, while the ftrongeft 
makes no other alteration in the talky, than fomewhat dimimfhing 
their flexibility, brightnefs, and undtuofity. 

Metals . 

Of metals, the next divifion of mineral bodies, the moft obvious 
characters are, their peculiar bright alpedt, perfect opacity, and 
great weight; the lighted: of them is fix, and the heavieft upwards 
of nineteen times heavier than an equal bulk of water. 

MetU’s are divided into the pevfedt, imperfect, and the femi- 
metals- 
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The perfect metals are thofe poffeffed of du&iiity, and malle- 
abiiity, which are not Very fenfibly altered by violent degrees of heat. 

, theie there are three — gold, (fiver, and platina.—The mark of 
hieir incapability of being deftroyed by iire is only relative ; —for 
modern chemifls have been able, by a very intenfe degree of Heat, to 
iing gold i n t 0 a ft a te G f calx, or fomething very nearly refembling it. 

They all melt in the tire; except platina, a metallic body, which 
lttS not been applied to any medical ufe, and which is therefore ex¬ 
cluded from this general view of medicinal fubje&s. 

The other metals, if air be admitted to them, are gradually coll¬ 
ated, with different degrees of facility, into a powdery or friable 
fiance, Ca -Hed calx , defiitute o.f the metallic afpedl, and much 
nguter in proportion to its bulk, than the metal itfelf. — Befides this 
method of calcining metals by air and Hre, they may likewife be 
brought into the ftate of calx, by diffolving them in acids, from which 
taey may be afterwards freed, by evaporating the acid, or by adding 
the folution alkaline fait.—Metals are fometimes dephlogifticated 
by detonation.— This change in the obvious properties of metals is 
generally accompanied with a notable alteration in their medicinal 
J'tues: thus quickfilver, which, taken into the body in its crude 
ta * e and undivided, feems inactive, when calcined by fire, proves, 
? v en in final! dofes, a ffrong emetic and cathartic, and, in fmaller 
° nes J a powerful alterative in chronical diforders ; while regulus 
a ntimony, on the contrary, is changed, by the fame treatment, 
l °m a high degree of virulence to a date of inactivity. 

Calces of mercury and arfenic exhale in a heat below ignition ; 
fr°le of lead and bifmuth, in a red or low white heat, run into a 
Itanfparent glafs: the others are not at all vitrefcible, or not 
^vitnout extreme vehemence of fire. Both the calces and glaffes 
recover their metallic form and qualities again, by the ikilful ad¬ 
dition of any kind of inflammable fubftance that does not contain 
^ mineral acid. This recovery of thefe calces into their metallic 
° rrn * s called reduction. —During this procefs an elaftic aerial fluid 
C.capes, which is found to be pure air. 

/M metallic bodies diffolve in acids 
a cids, as filver and lead in the nitrous; 

° , a cids, as gold in a mixture, of the 
ctiers, as iron and zinc, in all acids. 

a Saline liquors, as copper; and others, as lead, in exprefled oils, 
med with a compofition of fulphur and fixt alkaline fair, they 
except zinc, made fcluble in water, 
n, i I P ecaIlic fubftances, diffolved in faline liquors, have powerful 
e . m the human body, though many of them appear in their 
ftate to be ina£tive. Their activity is generally in proportion 
; ae S Uautit y of acid combined with them. Thus lead, which in 
Clut ; c form has no fenfible effect, when united with a (mail por- 
of vegetable acid into cerufe, difeovers a low degree of the 
• )Ptic and malignant quality, which it io (trough 


fome only in particular 
feme only in compofitions 
nitrous and marine; and 
Some likewife diffolve in 


tv exerts when 
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blended with a larger quantity of the fame acid, into what is called 
Jaccharum faturni : and thus mercury, with a certain quantity of 
die marine acid, forms the violent corrofive fublimate, which, bv 
diminiihing the proportion of acid, becomes the mild medicine called 
mercurius dulcis. 

Acids . 

• 

The mineral acids are diRinguifhed by the names of the 
concretes from which they have been principally extracted: 
She vitriolic from vitriol, the nitrous from nitre or faltpetre, and 
the marine from common fea fait. — The form they are gene¬ 
rally in, is that of a watery fluid; they have all a remarkable 
attraction for water ; they imbibe the humidity of the air with ra¬ 
pidity ; and although heat be produced by .their union with water, 
yet, when mixed with ice in a certain manner, they generate a 
prodigious degree of cold. Acids change the purple and blue co¬ 
lours of vegetables to a red ; they reflft fermentation ; and, lafilv, 
imprefs that peculiar fenfation on the tongue called Sournefs. —They 
are all highly corrofive, infomuch as not to be fafely touched, un- 
lefs largely diluted with water, or united with fuch fubftances as 
obtund or fupprefs their acidity. Mixed haftily with vinous fpirits, 
thcy.raife a violent ebullition and heat, accompanied with a copious. 
aSfeharge of noxious fumes : a part of the acid unites intimately with 
the vinous fpirit into a new compound, void of acidity, called dulci¬ 
fied fpir.it. It is obfervable, that the marine acid is much lefs dif- 
pofed to this, union with fpirit of wine, than either of the other 
two : neverthelefs, many of the compound falts refulting from the 
combination of earthy and metallic bodies with this acid, are folu- 
ble in that fpirit, while thofe with the other acids are not. All 
tbefe acids efFervefce Arongly with alkaline ialts, both fixt and vo¬ 
latile, and form with them neutral fairs, that is, fuch as difeover no 
marks either of an acid or alkaline quality. 

The nitrous and marine acids are obtained in the form of a thin 
liquor, the acid part being blended with a large proportion of wa¬ 
ter, without which it would he diffufed into an incoercible vapour: 
the vitriolic Rands in need of fo ranch lefs water for its condenfa- 
tion as to aflame commonly an oily confidence (whence it is called 
ml of vitriol), and, in fome circumfiances, even a folid one. Al¬ 
kaline falts, and the foluble earths and metals, abforb from the acid 
liquors only the pure acid part; fo that the water may now be eva¬ 
porated by heat, and the compound fait left in a dry form. 

From the coalition of the different acids with tbefe three alkalies, 
and with the feveral foluble earths and metallic bodies, refult a va¬ 
riety of faline compounds, the principal of which will be particu¬ 
larised in the fequel of this work. 

The vitriolic acid in its concentrated liquid Rate, is much more 
ponderous than the other two, emits no viiible vapours in the heat 
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the atmofphere, but imbibes moifture therefrom, and increafes 
\ n J ts weight: the nitrous and marine emit copious corrofive fumes, 
ttie nitrous, vellowifh red, and the marine white vapours. If bottles, 
containing the three acids, be ftopt with cork, the cork is found in 
uttte time tinged: black by the vitriolic, corroded into a yellow lub- 
ltance by the nitrous , and into a whitijh one by the marine. 

. I here are, however, a few other mineral acids, which are of 
importance to be known. Thefe are aqua regia, acid of borax, 
Jparry acid, and fixed air. 

. dqua regia is formed of certain proportions of muriatic and 
PUrous acids. 

. The > arry acid is extradled from a foffil called fparry fluor, or 
^itreous fpar. It is not yet determined whether it is a diftind: acid; 
hut as neither of thefe acids has any place in pharmacy, it will be 
Pnneceflarv in this place to take any further notice of them. 

The acid of borax, or fedative fait of Homberg, may be extracted 
from borax, a neutral fait, whofe bafe.is mineral alkali.—It has 
alfo been found native in the water of feveral lakes of Tufcariy. 
fr ™ a light cryftailifed concrete fait; its talle is fenfihly acid ; it is 
uilncultly foluble in water; but the folution changes blue vegetable 
colours to red ; it was luppofed to be an anodyne, and refrigerant 
remedy, but its eftimation is very flight in the prefent pradice. 

Eixed air is a permanently elaftic fluid, being only fixed, 
Y^en in a ftate of combination with calcareous earth, or other 
fribftances from whence it may be extricated. 

According to the fubflances from which it is difen gaged, and 
J: ° m different opinions concerning its nature, it has been denomi¬ 
nated—gas fylveftre,—fixed air,—die acid of chalk,—mephitic gas, 
~~~-niephitic acid,—and aerial acid. It may be extricated by heat, or 
by other acids, from all calcareous earths, fuch as chalk, marble, 
une-ftones, fea-fhells, &c. alfo from mild fixed vegetable, and 
v °!atile alkalies, and from magnefia alba. 

^vjhen difengaged, it affumes its real charader, that of a perma- 
npndy elaftic fluid. It is feparated in a great quantity during the 
Vl uous fermentation of vegetable fubflances. When calcareous 
Cdl ih is deprived of this aerial acid by heat, it is converted into that 
cat:pic fubilance called quick-lime. When alkalies fixed or vola- 
k ' i c \ are deprived by any means of this aerial acid, they are rendered 
51111 cb more cauftic, incapable of cryftallization, and of effervefeing 
u!1 otner acids. They are alfo in this deaerated date much more 
Powerful in diffolving other bodies. By re-combining the above 
uotranc\fc s with, this aerial acid, they again refume their original 
properties: but as magnefia is not rendered cauftic by calcina- 
J on ’ b’e terms would be better changed to aerated, and deaerated, 
an , and cauftic ; the aerial is more difpofed to unite with 
ftuicK lime than with any other fubftance ; next to that, its attrac- 
0111£ fixed alkali; then for magnefia; and laftly for volatile 
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alkali. Thefe relative powers of the different fubflances to unite 
with this aerial acid, lay the foundation of many important pro- 
ceffes in pharmacy. Water impregnated with aerial acid is capable 
ofdiffolving iron; and in this way are formed native and artificial 
chalybeate waters : •zinc is alfo foluble in the fame liquid. This acid 
is eafily expelled from the water by removing the preffure of the at- 
mofphere ; by boiling, and even by time alone, if the veffel be not 
kept clofe fhut. Fixed air extinguifhes flame, vegetable, and ani¬ 
mal life, and ought therefore to be cautioufly managed ; like other 
acids, it .changes the blue colour of vegetables to a red, and com¬ 
municates an acidulous tafle to water impregnated with it: l’o feebls 
is the attraction of aerial acid to quick-lime, that any acid will dif- 
engage it. From yvhat has been Paid, it will appear obvious, that 
mild and effervefeing alkalies, whether fixed or volatile, are no 
more than neutral falts compounded of aerial acid, and pure or 
cauflic alkali: like other acids, it unites with thefe bodies, dfo 
minifhes their cauilicity, and effe&s their cryflallization. 

Of the Affinities of Bodies. 

It is already laid down as a character of one of the claffes of 
earths, that the vitriolic acid precipitates them when they are pre- 
vioufly diffolved in any other acid. It is obvious, that, on the fame 
principle, this particular acid may be diflinguifhed from all others. 
This character ferves not only for the acid in its pure flate, but 
likewife for all its combinations that are foluble in water. If a fo- 
Jution of any compound fait, whofe acid is the vitriolic, be added 
to a iolution of chalk in any other acid, the vitriolic acid will part 
from the fubftance with -which it was before combined, and join 
itfelf to the chalk, forming therewith a compound, which, being no 
longer diffoluble in the liquor, renders the whole milky for a time, 
and then gradually fubfides. 

This acid may be diflinguifhed alfo, in compound falts, by 
another criterion not lefs ftrongly marked. If any fait containing 
it he mixed with powdered charcoal, and the mixture expofed, in a 
dole veffel, to a moderate flrong fire, the acid will unite direCtly 
with the inflammable part of the charcoal, and compofe therewith 
a genuine fulphur. Common brimflone is no other than a combi¬ 
nation of the vitriolic acid with a fmall proportion of inflammable 
matter. With any kind of inflammable matter that is not volatile 
in clofe veffels, as the coal of vegetables, of animals, or of bitu¬ 
mens, this acid compofes always the fame identical fulphur. 

The nitrous acid alfo, with whatever kind of body it be com¬ 
bined, is both diflinguifhed and extricated therefrom by means of 
any inflammable fubflance brought to a flate of ignition: if the 
fubjedl be mixed with a little powdered charcoal, and made red- 
hot, a deflagration or fulmination enfues, that is, a bright flame 
with a buffing noife; and the inflammable matter and the acid being 


AFFINITIES. 


29 


Chap. II. 

*pus confumed or diffipated together, there remains only the fub- 
hance that was before combined with the acid, and the fmall quan- 
nt y °f the afhes afforded by the coal. 

This property of the nitrous acid, of deflagrating with inflamma¬ 
ble iubftances, and that of the vitriolic, of forming fulphur with 
them, ferve not only as criteria of the refpe&ive acids in the vari- 
® us forms and difguifes, but likewife for difcovering inflamma- 
bie matter in bodies, when its quantity is too fmall to be fenfible on 
other trials. 

. If a fixt alkaline fait be united with a vegetable acid, as that of 
vinegar, into a neutral fait; on adding to this compound fome 
marine acid, the acetous acid will be difengaged, fo as to exhale 
totally in a moderate heat, leaving the marine in poffeffion of the 
‘dkaii: the addition of the nitrous will, in like manner, difpoftefs 
bie marine, which now arifes in its proper white fumes, though, 
Without fuch an addition, it could not be extricated from the alkali 
by any degree of heat: on the addition of the vitriolic acid, the 
nitrous gives way in its turn, exhaling in red fumes, and leaving 
only the vitriolic acid and the alkali united together. 

Again, if any metallic body be diffolvec] in an acid, the addi- 
*»on of any earthy body that is difioluble in that acid will preci¬ 
pitate the metal; a volatile alkaline fait will, in like manner, pre¬ 
cipitate the earth : and a fixt alkali will diflcxlge the volatile ; which 
‘aft being readily exhalable by heat, the remaining fait will be die 
lame as if the acid and fixt alkali had been joined together at firft, 
without the intervention of any of the other bodies. 


The power in bodies, on which thefe various tranfpofitions and 
combinations depend, is called by the chemifts affinity ; a term, 
bke the Newtonian attraction, defigned to exprefs, not the caufe, 
but the effedf. When an acid fpontaneoufly quits a metal to unite 
WKu an alkali, they fay it has greater, affinity to the alkali than to 
the metal: and when, converfively, they fay it has a greater affinity 
*o nxt alkalies than to thofe of the volatile kind, they mean only 
that ic will unite with the fixt in preference to the volatile, and that, 
^ previoufly united with a volatile alkali, it will for fake this for a 
fixt one. 

. Fhe dodlrine of the affinities of bodies is of very extendv 6 ufe 
bhe chemical pharmacy : many of the officinal proceftes, as we 
‘nali fee hereafter, are founded on it: feveral of the preparations 
lUrn out very different from what would be expended by a perfon 
unacquainted with thefe properties of bodies ; and feveral of them, 

5 trom an error in the procefs, or other caufes, they projve unfit 
t or ^he ufe intended, may be rendered applicable to other purpol'es, 
J I. uc h tranfpofitions of their component parts as are pointed out 
■ knowledge of their affinities. 

I thall here, therefore, fubjoin a table of the principal affinities 
0 ei y&< I tu pharmaceutical operations, formed chiefly on that of 


ELEMENTS of PHARMACY. 


Part I. 


30 

Mr. Geoffroy (which was publifhed in the Memoirs of the French 
Academy for the Year 1718), with fuch corrections and additions as 
later experiments have furnifhed. 

The tabic is thus to be underftood: The fubftance printed in 
capitals, on the top of each feries, has the greatelt affinity with that 
immediately under it, a lefs affinity with the next, and fo on to the 
end of the feries ; that is, if any of the remote bodies have been 
combined with the top one, the addition of any of the intermediate 
bodies will difunite them ; the intermediate body uniting with the 
uppermoft body of the feries, and throwing out the remote one. 
Thus, in the firft feries of the affinities of water, a fixt alkali being 
placed between the water and inflammable fpirit, it is to be con* 
eluded, that, wherever water and fpirit are mixed together, the addi¬ 
tion of any fixt alkaline fait will abforb the water, and occafion the 
pure fpirit to be feparated. Where feveral fubftances are expreffed 
in one feries, ic is to be underftood, that any one of thofe bodies, 
which are neareft to the uppermoft, will in like manner difengage 
from it any one of thofe which are more remote. 


Table of Affinities. 


1. Water: 

Fixt alkaline fait: 

Inflammable fpirit. 

2. Water: 

Inflammable fpirit: 

Volatile alkaline fait. 

3. Wate& : 

Inflammable fpirit: 

Sundry compound falts. 

4. Inflammable Spirit: 
Water: 

Oils and Refins. 

5. Vitriolic Acid : 

Inflammable principle : 

Fixt alkaline falts : 

Calcareous earths calcined : 
Volatile alkaline falts : 
Calcareous earths uncalcined; 


Zinc and Iron: 

Copper : 

Silver. 

6. Nitrous Acid ; 

Inflammable principle: 

Fixt alkaline falts: 

Calcareous earths calcined .* 
Volatile alkaline falts : 
Calcareous earths uncalcined’ 
Zinc: 

Iron : 

Copper: 

Lead : 

Mercury : 

Silver: 

Camphor. 

7. Muriatic Acid • 

Fixt alkaline falts : 
Calcareous earths calcined : 
Volatile alkaline falts : 
Calcareous earths uncalcined: 
Zinc: 


I 


Iron : 

Tin: 

^ e gulus of antimony : 
^°pper: 

Lead : 

Silver : 

Mercury. 
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Mercury: 
Arfenic. 

1 3 * 

Ethereal fpirit 
Acids. 


3 f 


Gold ; 


Iron 

c 


8. Acetous Acid t 


upper. 

9 - Alkaline Salts i 
Titriolic acid : 

Nitrous acid: 

Muriatic acid: 

Vi ne g ar : 

I artar : 

Oils and Sulph ur. 

io. Soluble Earths 
Titriolic acid : 

Nitrous acid : 

Muriatic acid. 


H 

Muriatic acid: 
Vitriolic acid: 
Nitrous acid. 

l 5 ‘ 

Vitriolic acid : 
Muriatic acid: 
Nitrous acid : 
Vinegar: 

Oils. 


MERdURY 


Lead t 


16. Silver 


Muriatic acid : 
Vitriolic acid: 
Nitrous acid. 


tr t —^ 17. Copper 

-inflammable Principle :._ r . ... .. 

.... v V itriolic acid: 

^■'itrous acid : 

Turiolic acid : 

Muriatic fubftances : 

Fixt alkaline falts. 


Muriatic acid: 
Nitrous acid. 


18. Iron 1 

Vitriolic acid: 

Muriatic acid ; 

Nitrous acid.' 

Regulus of Antimony 


12 Sulphur : 

Fixt alkali, and Quicklime : 

Iron : 

Gopper: *9 

Lead: Vitriolic acid: 

p’Ler: • Nitrous acid: 

Regulus of antimony : Muriatic acid. 

This table is fufficient to (hew the nature of fimple affinities ; hut 
mere are others much more -extenflve, which the nature of this 
’Work will not admit; we therefore recommend our readers to the 
works of Bergman, and other of the more modern chemifts, for 
iwa trier information. 
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CHAPTER III. 


Of the Pharmaceutical Apparatus, 

6 

One of the principal parts of the pharmaceutic apparatus con- 
fifls in contrivances for containing and applying fire, and for di¬ 
recting and regulating its power, Of thefe contrivances, called 
furnaces , there are different kinds, according to the convenience of 
the place, and the particular purpofes they are intended to anfwer. 
I fhall here endeavour to give a general idea of the flrucfnre of 
thofe which are employed in pharmaceutical operations, and of the 
principles on which they are built. 


Furnaces. 

The moff fimple furnace is the common Love, otherwife called 
the furnace for open fire. This is ufually made of an iron hoop, 
five or fix inche's deep: with a grate or fome iron bars acrofs the 
bottom, for fupporting the fuel. It either Lands upon feet, fo as to 
be moveable from place to place ; or is fixt in. brickwork. In this 
latter cafe, a cavity is left under the grate, for receiving the allies 
that drop through it; and an aperture or door, in the fore part of 
this alb-pit, ferves both for allowing the alhes to be occasionally 
raked out, and for admitting air to pafs up through the fuel. This 
furnace is defigned for fuch operations as require only a moderate 
heat} as infufion, deco6lion, and the evaporation of liquids. 

A deeper hoop or body, cylindrical, parallelopipedal, widening 
upwards, elliptical, or of other figures ; formed of, or lined with, 
fuch materials as are capable of luftaining a (Long fire ; with a 
grate and afh-pit beneath, as in the preceding ; and communicating 
at the top with a perpendicular pipe, or chimney; makes a wind 
FURNACE. 

The greater the perpendicular height of the chimney, the greater 
will be the draught of air through the furnace, and the more in- 
tenfely will the fire burn ; provided the width of the chimney is 
fufficient to allow a free paffage to all the air that the furnace can 
receive through the grate : for which purpofe, the area of the aper¬ 
ture of the chimney Ihould be nearly equal to the area of the inter- 
ffices of the grate. 

Hence, where the chimney confifts of moveable pipes, made to 
fit upon one another at the ends, fo that the length can be occa- 
fionally increaled or diminifhed, the vehemence of the fire will be 
increaied or diminifhed in the fame proportion. 
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p 11 urn aces whofe chimney is fixed, the fame advantage may be 
vyh^ 1 ) ° n anot her principle. As the intenfity of the fire depends 
an * t u P°n the quantity of air fucceffively pafRng through and 
fire Bat,n ^ burning b ue b E E obvious, that the tnoft vehement 
C l 0f nia y. be fuppreffed or retrained at pleafure, by more or lefs 
chi ! U§ eit ^ er tbe afh-pit door by which the air is admitted, or the 
lefs Llne y by which it paffes off; and that the fire may be more or 
able j ec ^ a S abl » by more or lefs opening thofe paffages. A move- 
aff ? atC ’ or re gister, in any convenient part of the chimney, 
Con r P S COrnrn °dious means of varying tile width of the pafiage, and 
ac C0 ? <1U ® ntly re § u ^ at big the heat. But this is moft conveniently 
} a ti° ai Pbfhed by keeping the afh-pit door entirely fhut, and regu- 
beii' 1 ^ ^ eat by a range of holes in a damping plate ; each hole 
Provided with a proper pin, by which it may be clofetl at plea- 
rna *. a befe holes may be made of different fizes; the fmalleft hole 
that ] e con bdered as one ; the fecond as twice the fize; the next to 
l e( T- ° u ble to the fecond, &c. and by combining thefe holes we can 
6 i Ul ^ quantity of air, from i to 128-as 1, 2, 4, 8, 16^32, 

*■» l2o. 


the I ’ IERE are two general kinds of thefe wind furnaces ; one, with 
'vith'r'ii. 0 !' *• “p> over the middle of the furnace ; the other 
Jp , le ^binmey on one fide, and the mouth clear. 
t 0 j le former, either the upper part of the furnace is contracted 
v ere .j 1 , an a perture, that the chimney may fit upon it; or it is co- 
tlr :\ ' Vu!:i au arched dome, or with a flat plate, having a like aper- 
fide«5fS!? iddle - As in this difpofition of the chimney, tlie in- 
in fK 4 r‘, e ^ Urna ce cannot be come at from above, a door is made 
t| le Ke > a little above the grate, for fupplying fuel, infpedling 
matter in the fire, &c. 

in^- . P e ‘forming fusions in this furnace, the crucible, or melt-* 
I) t -b 1 e e b i s placed immediately among the fuel, with a flip of 


U'ick, 

-P 


been\l? ! f ° n ’ e of ber like fupport, between it and the grate, to 


b°ttonf 1C C °^ a ‘ r > w bich enters underneath, from linking on its 

in ''f^ 1Cn Aligned as a reverberatory, that is, for diftillation 
acj-Qig ^ ne cks or coated glafs retorts, two iron bars are placed 
ot] t a b°ve the fire, for fupporting the veffei, whofe neck comes 
lh°ui ( j a P a P erture made for that purpofe in the fide. This aperture 
above ° e in the fide oppofite to that in which is the door 

fitted ment 'oned, or at leaf! lb remote from it, that the receiver, 
not b‘ ° i-1 ^ le ncc h of the diflilling veffei without the furnace, paay 
in lf!e operator’s way when he wants to ftir the fire, or throw 

in it ;Y.°; he ’- bind of wind furnace communicates, by an aperture 
or wfi: " t P art . near ^e top, either with an upright pipe of irs own, 
P a fla ( Tp. c bimney of the room ; in which latter cafe, all other 
0 S lnt0 tbe chimney mu ft be clofed. Here the mouth of the 
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furnace ferves for a door, which may be occadonally covered with 
a plate or tile. Of this kind is the furnace moil commonly ul'ed for 
fufion in a crucible. 

This lad condrudlion, by leaving the mouth of the furnace 
clear, affords the convenience of letting into it a boiling or evapo¬ 
rating pan, a copper dill, an iron pot for di Hilling hartlhorn, an 
iron fand pot, or other like veffeis, of fuch a fize, that they may 
he fdpported on the furnace by their vims. The mouth being thus 
occupied by the veifels, a door mud be made in the fide for fupply- 
ing and dirring the fuel. 

When a furnace of this kind is defigned only for a sand bath, 
it is mod commodious to have the fand placed on a long iron plate 
furnifhed with a iedge of freedone or brickwork at each fide. The 
mouth of the furnace is to be clofely covered by one end of this 
plate ; and the canal, by which the furnace communicates with its 
chimney, is to be lengthened and carried along under the plate ; the 
plate forming the upper fide of the canal. In this kind of fand-bath, 
digedions, Sec. requiring different degrees of heat, may be carried 
on at once; for the heat deereafes gradually from tl^e end over the 
furnace to the other. 

When large veffeis, as stills, and iron pots for diddling hartfg 
horn and aqua-fortis, are fixed in furnaces, a confiderable part of 
the bottom of the veffel is commonly made to red upon foil'd 
brickwork. 

The large dill, whole bottom is narrow in proportion to its 
height, and whofe weight when charged with liquor requires great 
part of it to be thus lupported, expofes but a frnall furface to the 
action of the fire underneath. To make up for this difadvantage, 
the heat, which riles at the further end of a long narrow grate# 
is conveyed ad round the fides of the veffel, by a fpiral canab 
which communicates at top with a common chimney. 

The pots for diddling hartlhorn and aqua-fortis in the large way 
have part of their great weight borne up by three drong pins of 
trunnions, at equal didances round the pot towards the middle, 
reaching into a brickwork ; fo that lefs dip port being necelfary un" 
derneath, a greater furface of the wide bottom lies expofed to th e 
immediate adlion of the fire. 

If a furnace, communicating with its chimney by a lateral canab 
as in the fand furnace above-mentioned, be carried to a confider** 
able height above the part where this canal enters it ; and it b o 
filled with fuel to the top, and clofely covered; the fuel will bu^h 
no higher than up to the upper fide of the canal through which th 
air paffes eff, and, in proportion as this lower part of the fuel cop' 
fumes, it will be fupplied by that above, which falls down in 
place. Hence, in this furnace, called an athanor, a contla* 1 * 
heat may be kept up for a conliderable length of time, yvithod- 
attendance. 
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is c 16 tower °f athanor, or that part which receives the fuel, 
fall°r m ° n ly made t0 widen a little downwards, that the coals may 
ho m °re freely ; hut not fo much as that the part on fire at 

0 ma y be too ftrongly preffed. A fmall aperture is made 

the f ltS t0 r ^ e caHa i or A lie » or a number of openings according to 
j n the furnace and the degree of heat required, for fupply- 

thr a i i w ‘ llc h is more conveniently admitted in this manner than 
, u §, f he grate, as the interfaces of the grate are in timechoaked 
U ^y*e aflL. b 

Its * S * urnace is defigned only for heating bodies exterior to it. 
ttnde 3 * 13 ^’ 01 fi ue -> as i n the land furnace already deferibed, palfes 
rif Cs 1 a * an( hbath or water-bath : at the further end of which, it 
P er pendicularly to fuch a height, as may occafion a fufiicient 
q ‘ a ^ghtofair through the fire. 

0 p , lle du c may be fo wide, as to correfpond to the whole height 
e fire-place. A regifter or Hiding plate, placed between the 
*'^ e ^ urnace 5 enables us to increafe or diminifh this height, 
r lea( .^ 0l ^ ec iu en tly the quantity of fire, at pleafure. If the lpace be¬ 
fog r "? e flue be inclofed to the ground, the heat in this cavity will 
flfiderable enough to be applicable to fome ufeful purpoles. 

of^H regard to the materials of furnaces, the fixt ones are built 
of] . s > eemented together by fome good loam Or clay. Any kind 
^ v hict) lTl 01 cla y e y compolition that is of a proper degree of tenacity, 
not when made into a pafte with water and well worked, does 
Cr ack~ t0 t ^ le ^ n g ers > and which, when thoroughly dried, neither 
niove * n ° r rne ^ ts ' m a vehement fire, is fit for this ufe : the purer and 
tenac ious clays require to have their tenacity leftened by an 
g rr r . U!e of fand, or rather of the fame kind of clay burnt and 

W powder ^* 

litieq Vd ^ er P orta N e furnaces are made of ftrong iron or copper plates, 
cl ave to ^ le tbicknefs of an inch or more with the fame kind of 
horfg , COrn pofition : which, for this ufe, may be beaten with fome 
Y ej . Un S> oliopc ftraw, or cut hair or tow. 
extent ^ COmniod ‘ ous portable furnaces, for a bufinefs of moderate 
lead i :^ a y formed alfo of the larger kind of the common black- 
l he a |i? P ors » by cutting a door at the bottom of the pot for 
a cireup 311 ’- anodier above this for the fire-place, and introducing 
tw 0 d tU iron g rate > of fuch a fize, that it may reft between the 
fur na U c °° r i- [A particular account of the method of preparing thefe 
m erc i ( ; S p, different uies may be feen in the firft part of the Com- 
in the uilofophico-tecbnicum ; and under the word furnace 
" ncyclopsdia Brifannica.] 




Baths. 


vy pj p n „ 

Petals, ^ a ftrong degree of heat is requiftte, as in the fufion of 
} * “ lc veflel containing the fubje£l*matter is placed among 
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the burning fuel, or immediately over it: this is called operating in a 
naked fire. Where a fmaller heat is fufficient, and the veflel em¬ 
ployed is either of glafs, or of the more tender kinds of earthen¬ 
ware, the fand-bath or water-bath is ufed, to defend the veflel from 
the immediate action of the fire, and to render the heat lei's fluc¬ 
tuating. 

Both, thefe baths have their particular advantages and inconveni¬ 
ences. In water, the heat is equal through every part of the fluid ; 
whereas in fand, it varies in different parts of one perpendicular 
line, decreaflng from the bottom to the top. Water cannot be 
made to receive or to tranfmit to veflels immerfed in it, above a cer¬ 
tain degree of heat, viz. that which is fufficient to make it boil, 
and hence it fecures effectually againft any danger of an excefs ot 
heat in thole operations wherein the produCt would be injured by a 
heat greater than that of boiling water : but this advantage renders 
it ufelels for procefles which require a greater heat, and for which 
fand, or other like folid intermedia, are necefiarily employed. There 
is this convenience alfo in the land-bath, that the heat may be rea¬ 
dily diminilhed or increafed about any particular veflel, by railing 
it higher out of the fand, or finking it deeper ; that different fub- 
jedts may be expofed to different degrees of heat from one fire ; and 
that it keeps the veflels ffeadv. The fand made choice of fhould 
be a large coarfe grained kind, feparated from the finer parts by 
walhing, and from little ffones by the lieve. 


Coating of Glajfes , and Lutes . 

. Some procefles require to be performed with glafs veflels in a 
naked fire. For thefe purpofes, veflels made of the thinneffc glafs 
Ihould be chofen ; for thefe bear the fire, without cracking, much 
better than thofe which are thicker and in appearance flronger. 

All glaffes, or other veflels that are apt to crack in the fire, muff 
be cauticully nealed, that is, heated by flow degrees : and when the 
proeefs is flnilhed, they fhould be as flowly cooled, unlefs where 
the veflel is to be broken to get out the preparation, as in fomc 
fuhlimations : in this cafe it is more advifeable to expofe the hot 
glafs fuddenly to the cold air, which will foon occalion it to crack, 
than to endanger throwing down the iublimed matter among the 
fasces by, a blow. 

As a defence from the violence of the fire, and to prevent the 
contact of cold air on fupplying frefh fuel, &c. the glafs is to be 
coated over, to the thicknefs of about half a crown, with Wind¬ 
ier loam, foftened with water into a proper confluence, and beaten 
up with feme horfe-dung, or .with the other clayey compofltions 
already mentioned. 

Thefe compofltions ferve alfo as a lute, for fecuring the junfture* 
of the veflels in the diftiilation of the volatile falts and fpirits 
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11 ^ s . : for the diflillation of acid fpirits, the matter may be moift- 
' le ^ Wit h a foiution of fixt alkaline fait inftead of water. For 
n ° *■ °dier purpofes, a piece of wet bladder, or a pafte of flour and 
J^S-ter, or of linfeed meal (that is, the cake left after the expreffion 
pi °f linfeed), are fufficient lutes. 

a y an d chalk are fometimes mixed up into a pafte, and fpread 
I hips of paper; and fometimes gum arabic is ufed inftead of 
. a 7 ’ a nd mixed up in the fame manner. Where very elaftic fleams 
7 e t0 he condenfed, we are often obliged, even where the common 
Utes ai 'e employed, to leave or make an opening, which may be 
®ccafionally flopped by a plug : by this means a paftage may be 
to a part of thefe vapours, which prevents the burfting of the 
e .| s > and facilitates the condenfation of the reft. If we wifh to 
° u ,ecl incondenfible vapours, we receive them into a jar inverted 
nder a bafon of water, or qmckfilver, as is ufually done in the 
nalyfjs 0 f vegetables by fire. 


refits . 

, would be needlefs to enter here into a particular detail of the 
Pharmaceutical inftruments, as we fhall have occalion to mention 
|- le principal of them in the following chapter, in fpeaking of the 
cyeral operations to which they are refpe&ively fubfervient. In 
^! s place I {hall only give the operator a few general cautions 
Regard to the matter of the veftels dehgned for containing the 

1 Metalline veftels poftefs the advantage of being able to bear fud- 
j^ en alterations of heat and cold, and of being very ftrong, fo as to 
p capable of confining elaftic fleams ; but, except thofe of gold or 
fiver, are corroded by acids, even by the mild ones of the vegetable 
k'-ngdorn. Copper ones are corroded alfo by alkaline liquors, and 
V lonre neutral ones, as folutions of fal ammoniac : it is obfervable, 
^ at Ve g e table acids do not a£t upon copper by boiling, fo much as 
} uanding in tlie cold; for even lemon-juice may be boiled in a 
le an copper veflel, without receiving from it any tafte or ill qua- 
y 5 Whereas, in the cold, it foon diffolves fo much as to contra£t 
’ pernicious taint. The tin, with which copper veftels are ufually 
gives likewife a fenfible impregnation to acid juices ; and 
^ ls lm pregnation alfo is probably not innocent, more el'pecially as 
d quantity of lead is commonly mixed with the tin. 

. 10111 the want of tranfparency in thefe veftels, we are alfo de¬ 
ft 1 wed of the advantage of feeing the different changes during the 
°Pfiration. 

j ^' le Co mmon earthen veftels are of a loofe porous texture, and 
oce are apt to imbibe a confiderable quantity of certain liquids, 
Patticularly of thofe of the faline kind; which foon difeover their 
penetrating the veffel, by (hooting into faline efiiorefcences on the 
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outfide. Thofe which are glazed have their glazing corroded 
by acids ; by vinegar, and the acid juices of fruits, as well as by 
the (Longer acids or the mineral kingdom. And as this glazing 
confifts chiefly of vitrified lead, the impregnation, which it com¬ 
municates to thefe liquors, is of a very dangerous kind: if vinegar 
be boiled for fome time in a glazed earthen veffel, it will yield, on 
being infpiffated, a true faccharum fa turn i, that is, a fait compofed 
of lead and the acetous acid: but of all kinds o( earthen-wafe, the 
mod: perfetd is porcelain ; compofed of the fined clay mixed with a 
ftony matter, capable of melting in a violent heat. 

A method has been difeovered of imitating porcelain, by melting 
the coarfer kinds of glafs with a mixture of land and clay : —this is 
much dronger than glafs, and bears the mod fudden changes of 
heat and cold that we have occafion to apply. 

The vefifels called, from their hardnds and compa&nefs, stone 
ware, are in good meafure free from the inconveniences of the 
coarfer earthen ones. Their glazing, being a part of the clay it- 
(elf fuperficially vitrified by means ot the fumes of common fait, 
appeaTs to be proof againd acids. 

Glass veffeis differ no eorrodon, and give no taint in any of the 
pharmaceutic operations. When therefore they are made of a proper 
thinnefs, when they are well annealed, and when blown into a fphe- 
tical form, io that the heat may he equally applied, they are preferable 
to all others, where great and fudden changes of heat and cold are 
not to take place, and where (Length is not required : what is called 
the font glafs , which contains a quantity of lead in its compo- 
fition, is the bed for chemical purpoles. Glafs veffeis, therefore, in 
inch pioceffes as will admit their ufe, ought always to be preferred. 

Weights. 

Two different kinds of weights are made ufe of in this country ; 
one in the merchandife of gold and filver ; the other for almod all 
goods befides. The fird we call Troy, the latter Averdupois 
weight. 

' The goldfmiths divide the Trov pound into twelve ounces; the 
ounce into twenty penny-weights; and the penny-weight into 
twenty-four grains. The Averdupois pound is divided into fixteen 
ounces ; and the ounce into eight parts, called drachms. 

The pound of the London and Edinburgh diipenfatories (which 
is the only one made ufe of in this work) is that of the goldfmiths, 
divided in the following manner : 

The Pound ~\ r twelve Ounces. 

The Ounce f . j eightDrachms. 

/ The Drachm f C ° n ains three Scruples. 

The Scruple J (.twenty Grains. 

The grain is equal to the goldfmith’s grain. 
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Chap, Ilf. 

1 he medical or Troy pound is lefs than the Averdupois, but the 
OU l .ce and the drachm greater. The Troy pound contains 5670 
§^ins; the Averdupois 7000 grains. The Troy ounce contains 
7° grains ; the Averdupois only 437L The Troy drachm 60; the 
, Ver dupois drachm fomewhat more than 27. Eleven drachms Aver- 
0u Pois are equal to five drachms Troy ; twelve ounces Averdupois to 
nearly eleven ounces Troy ; and nineteen pounds Averdupois to 
0, ttewhat more than twenty-three pounds Troy. 

. 1 heie differences in our weights have occafioned great confufion 

lr } h'e practice of pharmacy. As the druggifts and grocers fel,l by 
ne Averdupois weight, the apothecaries have not in general kept 
an y weights adjufted to the Troy pound greater than two drachms, 
fang tor all above Averdupois. Bv this means it is apparent, that 
ln a H compofitions, where the ingredients are prefcribed feme by 
Pounds and others by ounces, they are taken in a wrong proportion 
*° each other ; and the fame happens when they are djiefited in leff- 
er denominations than the ounce, as thefe fubdivifions, ufed by the 
a pothecaries, are made to a different ounce. But thefe differences 
aie now happily removed. 


' , Meafures. 

The meafures employed with us in pharmacy are the common 
V»nie meafures. 

A Gallon 1 f eight Pints (libra:). 

The Pint > contains fixteen Ounces. 

The Ounce j ( eight Drachms. 

% a fpoonful is underflood, in the London difpenfatory, the 
pieafure ot halt an ounce ; in the Edinburgh, half an ounce weight 
,ri /ynips, and three drams in diftilled waters. 

. I hough the pint is called by Latin writers libra or pound, there 
l - not any known liquor of which a pint meafure anfvvcrs to that 
height. A pint of the higheft rectified fpirit of wine exceeds a 
pound by above half an ounce ; a pint of water exceds it by up-» 
''■yards of three-ounces j and a pint of oil of vitriol weighs more 
Pnm two pounds and a quarter. 

'n the laft edition of the Edinburgh Pharmacopeia, meafures are 
entirely rejected ; and the Troy weight is ufed in directing the 
Quantity either of folid or fluid fubflance§.—All poflible care is 
jowever taken, that the proportions of the fituples and ftrength of 
,le compounds fhould neither be increafed nor diminifhed by this 

alteration. ’ ‘ ' ' * v; 11 

^ A table of the weights of certain mqafures of different fluids may 
° n man y occaflons be ufeful, both for afiifling the operator in re- 
Rnlating their proportions in certain cafes, and tor {hewing the com- 
^aratfve gravities of the fluids theihfelves. X have therefore drawn 
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up fuch a table for a pint, an ounce, and a drachm meafure, of thofe 
liquids whofe gravity has been determined by experiments that can 
be relied on. The wine gallon contains 231 cubic inches, whence 
the pint contains 28-^; the ounce and the dram of a 

cubic inch. • , • 


Table of the weights of different fluids. 


Inflammable Spirits. 

AEthereal Spirit ot Wine . . . 

Highly-rectified Spirit of Wine . . 

Common-re£tified Spirit of Wine . 

Proof Spirit. 

Dulcified Spirit of Salt . * 

Dulcified Spirit of Nitre 

Wines. 

Burgundy . . 

Red Port .... 

Canary ..... 

Expressed Oils, 

Oil Olive. 

Linfced Oil .... 

Essential Oils. 

Oil of Turpentine . 
of Orange Peel • 
of Juniper Berries 
of Rofemary . . « 

of Origanum 

• of Caraway Seeds 
of N utmegs 
of Savin . 
of Hyffop . . , 

of Cummin Seed 
of Mint . r • 

of Pennyroyal . » , 

of Dill Seed 

of Fennel Seed , , , 

of Cloves . , f 

of Cinnamon , 
of Saffafras . , , 


Pint weighs 

Ounce 

meafure 

weighs 

Drachm 

meafure 

weighs 

0 £ 
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. 13 2 

40 

400 

50 


36 

426 

53t 

• 14 4 48 

43 s 

551 

. 15 2 

40 

460 

57i 

. *4 1 

3 6 

426 

53* 

. 15 1 

3 6 

456 

57 

. 15 6 

40 

475 

59z 

. 14 0 

0 

420 

5 2 i 

. 14 2 

8 

428 

53z 

. 12 1 

4 

3 6 4 

45 z 

- 

- 

408 

5i 

- 

- 

419 

5 2 t 

- 

- 

43° 

53i 

- 

- 

43 2 

54 

- 

t- 

43 2 

54 

r 

- 

436 

54ir 

- 

- 

443 

55f 
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- 

443 

551 

- 

- 

448 

56 

- 


448 

56 

, - 

- 

450 

56^ 

- 

- 

457 

57s 


* 

458 

57t 



476 

59 * 


_ 

476 

49% 

- 

- 

5°3 

62% 
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Ounce 

Drachm 


Pint weighs 

meafure 

weighs 

meafure 

weighs 

Alkaline liquors.' 

» p 

S ~ S 
y w .a 

a 



p *- £ » 

0 ns 

&0 

' 

Lixivium faponarium, Pharm. Land. . 

16 0 0 

480 

60 

Spirit of Sal ammoniac . . , 

17 1 10 

5 T 4 l 

641 

Strong Soapboilers’ ley 

Lixivium tartari .... 

17 6 24 

534 

66| 

24 0 0 

720 

90 

Acid liquors. 




^ine Vinegar .... 

Leer Vinegar .... 

Glauber’s Spirit of Salt 

15 3 44 

464 

5 S 

15 6 56 

47 6 

59 i 

17 4 0 

525 

6 . 54 - 

Glauber’s Spirit of Nitrs 

20 2 40 

610 

7 ^ 

Strong oil of Vitriol 

28 5 20 

860 

I0 7 l 

Animal fluids. 




Urine .. 

15 5 20 

470 

58* 

Low’s Milk . , . 

15 6 40 

475 

59 i 

Affes’ Milk . ' . . . . 

16 0 0 

480 

60 

Blood 

1614 

484 

6o£ 

Waters. 




UifliHed Water .... 

15 1 50 

45 

57 

Rain Water .... 

Spring Water .... 

15 2 40 

460 

57 i 

15 3 12 

462 

57 x 

$ea Water ..... 

15 5 20 

470 

S8J 

Quicksilver . 

214 5 20 

6440 

8O5 


ry H »,.€<•&*' 
/ 



t- 


1 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Of the Pharmaceutical Operations . 


SECT. I. 

Solution . 

SOLUTION is an intimate commixture of folicl bodies with fluids 
into one feeminglv homogeneous liquor. The diffoiving fluid is 
called a menstruum or solvent ; and the body diffolved, the sol- 
VEND. 

Solution cannot take place unlefs one of the bodies be in a fluid 
fate, and this fluidity is affected either by water or fire: hence lo- 
lution is laid to be'performed in the humid, or in the dry way. 

Hence, it a quantity of brimftone be diffolved in a folution of fixed 
alkali, the brimfone is faid to be diffolved in the humid way , but if 
the brimfone be diffolved by melting it in a pan with the dry alkali, 
the folution is faid to be done in the dry way : but one of the fub- 
ftances is thrown into a fate of fluidity by the powers of heat, before 
the folution takes place; hence the redd it ude of the firfl pofition. 
If one of the two bodies to be united is rranfparent, the folution, if 
complete, is a tranfparent compound. But if the lolution be opaque 
and milky, as is the cafe with foap and water, it is then confidered 
as incomplete. 

The principal menflrua made ufe of in pharmacy, are water , vi¬ 
nous fpirits, oils , a cut, and alkaline liquors. 

"Water, is the menffruum of all falts, of vegetable gums, and 
of animal gellies. Of falts it diffolves only a determinate quan¬ 
tity, though of one kind of fait more than another ; and being thus 
saturated, leaves any additional quantity of the fame fait un¬ 
touched. 

Experiments have been made for determining the quantities of 
water which different falts require lor the diffolution. Mr. Eller 
has given a large fet in the Memoirs of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences of Berlin for the Year 1750, from which the following 
table is extradited. 

Table of the folubility of fluids. 

Eight ounces by weight of diftilled water diffolved 

oz. dr. gr. 

Of Refined Sugar . . . . . 24 O O 

Green Vitriol . . . . . . 940 
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oz. 

dr. 

gr 

• * • 


9 

O 

o 

. 


4 

4 

o 

. 


4 

o 

o 

. 


4 

o 

o 

• • 


4 

o 

o 

• « • 


o 

0 

A. 

o 

. 


3 

4 

o 

. 


3 

4 

o 

. 


3 

o 

o 

. 


2 

4 

o 

. 


2 

4 

o 

. 


I 

4 

o 



I 

4 

o 

• • 


I 

2 

o 

. 


r 

o 

o 

. 


o 

4 

20 


Cf Bl ue Vitriol 
White Vitriol 
Lptom Salt 
Purified Nitre 
Soluble Tartar 
Common Salt 
Sal gemmae 

Sal catharticus Glauberi 
Seignette’s Salt 
Alum 

Sal A vnmoniac 
Wtriolated Tartar 
Salt of Hartfho.rn 
Sugar of Lead 
Cream of Tartar 
Borax . ' . 

Though great care appears to have been taken in making thefe 
Utperimerits, it is not to be expedhed, that the proportions of the 
. eral falts, foluble in a certain quantity of water, will always be 
found exactly the fame with thofe juft fet down. Salts differ in 
tlle,r folubility, according to the degree of their purity, perfedlion, 
und drynefs ; the vitriols, and the artificial compound fairs in general, 
puffer remarkably in this refpedf, according as they are more or lefs 
impregnated with the acid ingredient. Thus variolated tartar, per- 
lectly neutralifed, is extremely difficult of folution. The matter 
^hich remains in making Glauber’s fpirit of nitre is no other than a 
Vlt >'iolated tartar, and it diffiolves fo difficultly, that tire operator is 
obliged to break the retort in order to get it out; but on adding 
* r ‘°ro of the vitriolic acid, it diffiolves with eafe. Hence many have 
' een tempted to ufe an over-proportion of acid in this preparation, 
a °d we frequently find in the (hops, under the name of, vitriolated 
ta Uar, this acid foluble fait. The degree of heat occafions alfo a 
Notable difference in the quantity of fait taken up ; in very cold 
leather, eight ounces of water will diffolve only about one ounce 
fjl ni tre - whereas, in warm weather, the fame quantity will take 
,J P three ounces or more. To thefe circumftances arc probably 
owing, in great part, the remarkable differences in the proportional 
Solubilities of falts, as determined by different authors. It is obferv- 
a ' f ) e ’ that common fait is iefs affedhed in its folubility, bv a variation. 
I fT Cat ’ ^ an an Y other fait; for water in a temperate ftate will 
ulolve nearly as much of it as very hot water; and accordingly 
‘ is is the fait in which the different experiments agree the heft. In 
*e experiments of Hoffmann, Neumann, and Petit, the proportion 
o tms fair, on a reduction of the numbers, comes out exactly the 
itne > VIZ - three ounces of the fait to eight of water. Dr. Brown- 
■ 'gg makes the quantity ot lalt a little more ; Dr. Grew, a drachm and 
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a fcruple more; and Eller, as appears In the above table, four 
dirams more. So, in the trials of fix different perfons, made proba¬ 
bly in different circurnfiances, the greatefl difference is only one- 
fixth of the whole quantity of fait; whereas in fome other falts there 
are differences of twice or thrice the quantity of the fait. In the ex¬ 
periments, from which the table is drawn, the water was of the 
temperature of between 40 and 42 degrees of Fahrenheit’s thermo¬ 
meter ; or above freezing by about one-feventh of the interval be¬ 
tween freezing and the human heat. 

Some falts omitted by Eller are here fubjoined. The firfl is taken 
from Dr. Grew, and the other four from Neumann. 


Eight ounces of water diffolved 

O 

oz. 

Of fixt alkaline Salt . ... above S 

Sal diureticus . . . . . . 8 

Sugar-Candy, both brown and white . . 9 

Sugar of Milk . . . . . o 

Effential Salt of Sorrel . . . . . o 


dr. gr. 

o o 
o o 
o o 
2 40 
I 20 


Though water takes up only a certain quantity of one kind of 
fait, yet, when faturated with one, it will dill diffolve fome portion 
of another ; and, when it can bear no more of either of thefe, it 
will ftill take up a third, without letting go any of the former. 
The principal experiments of this kind that have been made, relative 
to pharmaceutic fubjecls, are exhibited in the following table, of 
which the two firft articles are from Grew, and the others from 
Eller. 


Water, 32 parts by weight, 


fully faturated with 


diffolved afterwards. 
Parts, 


Nitre 

. Sal ammoniac 

10 



Common Salt 

. Nitre 

10 

Sal ammoniac 

2 

Nitre 

. Fixt Alkali 

7 

Common Salt 

2 

Common Salt . 

. Nitre, near 

2 

Fixt Alkali 

2 

Volatile alkali 

. Nitre 

4 

Sugar 

2 

Sal ammoniac 

Common Salt 

24 - 


Soluble Tartar 

. Nitre 

2 



Vitriolated Tartar 

. Fixt Alkali 

2 



Glauber’s Salt 

. Nitre 

1 

Sugar 

I 

Epfom Salt 

. Sugar 

6 


Borax 

. Fixt Alkali 

2 




In regard to the other clafs of bodies for which water is a men- 
ftruum, viz. thofe of the gummy and gelatinous kind, there is no 
determinate point of fa tu rati on: the water unites readily with any 
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proportions of them, forming, with different quantities, liquors of 
different confidences. This fluid takes up likewife, when aflifted 
b y trituration, the vegetable gummy refins, as ammoniacum and 
myrrh ; the folutions of which, though imperfect, that is, not 
tranfparent, but turbid, and of a milky hue, are neverthelefs appli¬ 
cable to valuable purpofes in medicine. It mingles with vinous 
fpirits, with acid # and alkaline liquors, not with oils, but imbibes 
fome of the more fubtile parts of effential oils, fo as to become im¬ 
pregnated with their finell and tafte. 


Re&ified spirit of wine is the menflruum of the effential oils; 
mfins and camphor of vegetables; of the pure diflilled oils, and 
feveral of the colouring and medicinal parts of animals ; of fome 
mineral bituminous lubftances, as o-f ambergris ; and of foaps, 
though it does not adt upon the expreffed oil and fixt alkaline fait, 
of which foap is compofed ; whence, if foap contain any fuperflu- 
°us quantity of either the oil or fait, it may, by means or this men- 
firuum, be excellently purified therefrom. It diffolves, by the 
sfiiftance of heat, volatile alkaline Lilts; and, more readily, the 
neutral ones, compofed either of fixed alkali and the acetous acid, 
as the fal diureticus, or of volatile alkali and the nitrous acid, as alfo 
the fair of amber, &c. It mingles with water and with acids; not 
with alkaline lixivia. 


Oils diffolve vegetable refins and balfams, wax, animal fats, mi¬ 
neral bitumens, fulphur, and certain metallic fubfiances, particu- 
larly lead. The expreffed oils are, for molt of thefe bodies, more 
powerful menftrua than thofe obtained by diflillation ; as the former 
are more capable of fuftaining, without injury, a flrong heat; 
which is, in moll cafes, neceffary to enable them to ath It is faid, 
that one ounce of fulphur will diffolve in three ounces of expreffed 
°|h particularly that of iinfeed, but requires fix ounces of effential 
°d> as that of turpentine. 

All acids diffolve alkaline falts, alkaline earths, and metallic 
fubfiances. The different acids differ greatly in their afifion upon 
thefe iaft ; one diffolving only fome particular metals ; and another, 
others. 

The vegetable acids diffolve a confiderable quantity of zinc, iron, 
C0 pper, lead, and tin; and extrafil fo much from the metallic part 
°f antimony, as to become powerfully emetic : they diffolve lead 
more readily, if the metal be previouflv calcined by fire, than in its 
metallic ftate. 

The marine acid diffolves zinc, iron, and copper ; and though it 
Carce a£ts on any other metallic fubftance, in the common way of 
making lolutions, it may neverthelefs be artfully combined with 
t em all except gold: the corrofive fublimate, and antimonial cauf- 
Ic tbe &ops, are combinations of it with mercury and the me- 
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tabic part of antimony, effected by applying the acid, in the form of 
fume, to the iubje£ls, at the fame time allb ilrongly heated. 

The nitrous acid is the common raenftruum of all metallic fuh- 
ftanccs, except gold and the metallic part of antimony ; of which 
two, the proper loivent is a mixture of the nitrous and marine acids, 
called aqua regia. 

The vitriolic acid, diluted with water, eafilv diffolves zinc and 
iron : in its concentrated ftate, and a flitted by a boiling heat, it may 
be made to corrode, or imperfectly diflolve, mofl of the other 
metals. 

The aerial acid diffolves zinc, iron, and calcareous earth: and 
thofc lolutions muff be conducted without heat. 

Alkaline lixivia diflolve oils, red nous fubftances, and fulphur. 
Their power is greatly promoted by the addition of quick-lime : in- 
ftances of which occur in the preparation of foap, and in the com¬ 
mon cauftic. Thus acuated, they reduce the fleih, bones, and other 
jfolid parts of animals, into a gelatinous matter. This increafed 
acrimony, in the alkaline fixed fairs, is owing to the abfiracStion of 
their fixed air ; that acid having a greater attraction for quick-lime, 
than alkali. 

Solutions made in water, and in fpirit of wine, poffefs the virtues 
of the body diffolved ; while oils generally fheathe its activity , and 
acids and alkalies vary its quality. Hence watery and fplrituous li¬ 
quors are the proper mcrjlrua of the native virtues of vegetable and 
animal matters. 

Mofl: of the foregoing folutions are eafily effeCted, hv pouring 
the menfiruum on the body to be diffolved, and fuflering them to 
Hand together for fome. time, expofed to a fuitable warmth. A 
ftrong heat is generally requifite,to enable oils and alkaline liquors 
to perform their office: nor will acids aCi on fome metallic bodies 
without its affiftance. The aCtion of watery and fpirituous men- 
ftrua is likewise expedited by a moderate heat; though the quantity, 
which they afterwards keep diffolved, is not, as fort j fuppofe, by 
this means increafed : all that heat occafions thefe to take up, more 
than they would do in a longer time in the cold, will, when the 
heat ceaie®, fubfide again : this at ieaft is moil commonly the cafe, 
though there may be fome infiances of the contrary. 

The action of acids on the bodies which they diffolve, is gene¬ 
rally accompanied with heat, effervefcence, and a copious difeharge 
of fumes. The fumes which arife during the diffolution of fome 
metals in the vitriolic acid, prove inflammable : hence, in the pre¬ 
paration of tire artificial vitriols of iron and zinc, the operator ought 
to be careful, efpecially where the folution is made in a narrow- 
mouthed veffel, left, by the imprudent approach of a candle, the 
exhaling vapour be fet on fir e. —This vapour is the inflammable air 
of Dr. Prieitiey, and other modern chemifts. 

There is another fpecies of folution, in which the moifture of 
the - air is the menfiruum. Fixt alkaline falts and tiaofe of th^ 
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0 ^ Ut p a kind, co'rrtpofed of alkaline falts, and the vegetable acids, 
fa j. 0i Soluble earths, and any acid except the vitriolic, and fome me- 
] -n ^dts, ou being cxpofeft for fome time to a moift air, gra- 
tiaijy attraiSb its humidity, and at length become liquid. Some 
‘ban'ces, not diffoluble by the application of water in its groiTer 
as the butter of antimony, are eaftly liquehed by this flow 

tton of the aerial moifture. This procefs is termed deliqua- 
tion. 


SECT. II. 


Extraction, 


T 

•A. HE liquors which diflfolve certain fubftances in their pure ftate, 
i^tve likewife to extrait them from admixtures of other matter. 
-1 qus rectified fpirit of wine, the menflruum of effential oils and 
teims, takes up the virtues of the refinous and oily vegetables ; as 
'vater does thofe of the mucilaginous and faline ; the inactive earthy 
parts remaining untouched by both. Water extracts likewife from 
many plants, fubftances, upon which by themfelves it has little 
e ftect ; even effential oils being, as we have formerly ohferved, 
rendered foluble in that fluid, by the admixture of gummy and faline 
fatter, of which all vegetables participate in a greater or lefs degree. 

bus many of the aromatic plants, and moil of the bitters and 
a flnagents, yield their virtues to this menflruum. 

. Extraction is performed by macerating or steeping the fub- 
J e <t in its appropriated menflruum, in the cold ; or digesting or 
circulating them, in a moderate warmth; or infusing the 
pEnt in the boiling liquor, and fuffering them to Hand in a covered 
\elfel till grown cold ; or actually boiling them together for fome 
time: but if the vegetable matter is itfelf fucculent and watery, it is 
Sometimes only neceffary to exprei's the juice, and evaporate it to the 
proper conftftence. 


Ene term digeftion is fometimes ufed for maceration, and, in this 
cafe, the procels is directed to be performed without heat: where 
b| s circumftance is not expreffed, digeftion always implies the ufe 
cf heat. Circulation differs from digeftion only in this ; that the 
, i ea?n, into which a part of the liquor is refolved by the heat, is, 
V means of a proper difpofition of the veffels, condenfed and con- 
v eved hack upon the fubjedt. Digeftion is ufually performed in a 
matrafs (or holthcad), Florence flafle, or the like ; either of w hich 
■ nay be converted into a circulatory vcjfel , by inverting another into 
ie mouth, and lecuring the juncture with a piece or wet bladder. 
- angle matrafs, if its neejk be very long and narrow, will anfwer 
"‘ ie P ur poie as effectually; the vapour cooling and condenfing be- 
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fore It can rife to the top. In a vefTel of this kind, even fpirit of 
wine, one of the mod volatile liquors we know, may be boiled 
without any confiderable lofs. The ufe of this anflrument is like- 
wife free irom any inconvenience, which may, in fome cafes, at¬ 
tend the other, of the uppermoft vefTel being burft or thrown off. 
As the long-necked matrafTes here recommended are difficultly filled 
or emptied, and likewife very dear, a long glafs pipe may be occa¬ 
sionally luted to the fhorter ones. 

Heat greatly expedites extradlion ; but by thefe means proves as 
injurious to fome fubftances, by occafioning the menftruum to take 
up their grofler and more ungrateful parts, as it is neceflary for en¬ 
abling it to extract the virtues of others. Thus guaiacum or log¬ 
wood impart little to aqueous liquors, without a boiling hear, whiift 
even a fmall degree of warmth proves greatly prejudicial to the fine 
bitter of carduus benediftus. This plant, which, infufed in boiling, 
or digefted in fenfibly hot water, gives a naufeous tafie, fo offenfive 
to the flomach as to promote vomiting, yields to the cold element a 
grateful balfamic bitter. 

As heat promotes the diffolving power of liquids, fo cold, on 
the other hand, diminishes if. Hence tindfures, or extradiions 
made by a confiderable heat, depofit in cold weather a part of their 
contents, and thus become proportionally weaker: a circumjiance 
which deferves particular regard. 


SECT. Iir. 


Depuration . 

HP 

JL HERE are different methods of depurating or purifying liquors 
from their feculencies, according as the liquor itfelf is more or lefs 
tenacious, or the feculent matter of greater or lefs gravity. 

Thin fluids readily depofit their more ponderous impurities, upon 
(landing at reft for fome time, in a cool place; and mav then be 
decanted, or poured off clear, by inclining the vefTel. 

Glutinous, undtuous, or thick fubftances, are to be liquefied 
by a iuitable heat ; when the grofler feculencies will fall to the bot¬ 
tom ; the lighter arifing to the fuvface, to be despumated or 
feummed off'. 

Where the impurities are neither fo ponderous as‘to fubfide freely 
to the bottom, nor fo light as to arife readily to the furface ; they 
may be feparated in a great meafure by colature, through drain¬ 
ers of linen, woollen, or other cloth ; and more perfectly by fil¬ 
tration through a foft bibulous kind of paper made for this ufe. 

The grey paper, which covers pill-boxes as they come from 
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abroad, is one of the bed for this purpofe : it does not eafly break 
tlieT or tinge the liquor which paffes through it, which 

> re( ‘uifh iort, called blcffom paper, frequently does. The paper is 
the f 01 tec ^y a ft*nnel, or piece of canvas fixed in a frame. When 
k* Unnei is ufed, it is convenient to put fome (draws or frnall (licks 
^etvreen the paper and its (ides, to prevent the weight of the liquor 
^Oin preding the paper fo clofe to it, as not to allow room for this 
to traniude. In fome cafes a funnel made of wire is put betwixt 
]L a P cr and the glafs funnel. There is alfo a kind of glafs-funnel, 
o, ri< !s es ^ own its fides, made on purpofe for this ufe. 

VTlnfmv T r\ 

th 


mtinous and un&uous liquors, which do not eafily pafs through 
^ ie pores of a filter or drainer* are clarified, by beating them 
\v{ VvIt ^ whites of eggs, which, concreting or growing hard 
U heated, and entangling the impure matter, arife with it to the 
, ace : the mixture is to be gently boiled* till the fcutn begins to 

I a '^ when, the veffel is to be removed from the fire rhe mill rW- 

II and the liquor paffed through a flannel ha 

Uer ‘ ' . . 


th 


cantation, colature, and filtration, are applicable to mod of 
medicated liquors that dand in need of purification. Defpuma- 
V 1 a,n ^ c Erification very rarely have place 5 fince thefe, along 
m tile impurities of the liquor, frequently feparate its medicinal 
A ‘ s ‘ Thus* if the decoction of poppy heads, for making tliaco- 
al ^chcitoufly fcummed or clarified, the medicine will lofe 

all that the poppies communicated, and indead of a mild 
turn out little other than a plain fyrup of fugar. 
may be proper to obferve, that the common forts of filtering 
jf £ a I e apt to communicate a difagreeable flavour : and; hence, 
p r j, illcrj ng fine bitters, or other liquors, wliofe gratefulnefs is of 
fig c °nlequence, the parr, which paffes through fird, ought to 
Kc pt apart for inferior purpoies. 


SECT. IV. 


Cryjlallization. 

\y-. ^ 

fuhd 1 ATER -’ a Eided hv heat, diffolves a larger proportion of fabric 
a fi a Unces than it can retain when grown cold: hence, on the 
fi ru ment of the heat, a part of the fait feparates from the men- 
c °nci> c °ncretes at the lideS and bottom of the veffel. The 
liquc eUanS> . un,er 5 tG0 Laftily formed by the fudden cooling of the 
Ca u f es ’ 01 ^ifturbed in their coaiefeence by agitation, or other like 
pear t ’ ^ r ° ve tranfparent, and of regular figures, refembling in ap- 
g a l^ Ce 'ji e natural fprig-cRVSTALs. 

rec ’ * n a large quantity of water, may, in like manner, 

°vered from it in their cryffalliae form, by boiling down the 


be 
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' folution, till fo much of the fluid has exhaled, as that the remainder 
\vill be too little to keep the fait diffolved when grown perfectly 
cold. It is cuftomary to continue the evaporation, till the fait (hews 
a difpofition to concrete even from the hot water, by forming a pel¬ 
licle on that part which is leaft hot, viz. on the furface. If large, 
beautiful, and perfedtly-figured cryftals are required, this point of 
time is fomewhat too late : for if the fait thus begin to coalefce whilll 
conflderably hot, on being removed into a cold place, its particles 
will run too haftily and irregularly together ; the pellicle at the fame 
time falling down through the liquor, and thus proving a further 
diflurbance to the regularity of the cryftallization. 

In order to perform this procefs in perfection, the evaporation 
mull: be gentle, and continued no longer than till fome drops of the 
liquor, let fall on a cold glafs plate, dilcover cryftalline filaments. 
When this mark of fufficietit exhalation appears, the veffel is to be 
immediately removed from the fire into a lefs warm, but not cold 
place, and covered with a cloth, to prevent the accefs of cold air, 
and confequently the formation of a pellicle. 

The fixed alkalies, efpecially the mineral, when fully faturated with 
fixed air, or aerial acid, aflame a cryflalline form ; but thcfe cry¬ 
stals are not fo perfedt as when the fame alkalies are united with the 
other acids : the volatile alkalies cannot cryflallize, becaufe they ef- 
cape before the menftruum exhales. Some even of the neutral kind, 
particularly thofe, of which certain metallic bodies are the bafls, are 
fo ftrongly retained -by the aqueous fluid, as not to exhibit any ap¬ 
pearance of cryftallization, unlels fome other fubftance be added, 
with which the water has a greater affinity. The table of affinity 
fhews, that fuch a fubftance is fpirit of wine ; by the prudent addi¬ 
tion of which, thcfe kinds of falts feparate freely from the menftruum, 
and form large and beautiful cryftals, fcarce obtainable by any other 
means. 

The operator niufl be careful not to add too much of the fpirit, 
left, inftead of a gradual and regular cryftallization, the bafts of the 
fait be haftily precipitated in a powdery form. One twentieth part 
of the weight of the liquor will in mod cafes be a fufficient, and 1(1 
fome too large a quantity. 

Different falts require different quantities of water to keep them 
diffolved : and, hence, if a mixture of two or more be diffolved in 
this fluid, they will begin to feparate and cryftallize at different pe¬ 
riods of the evaporation. Upon this foundation, falts are freed, not 
only from fuch impurities, as water is not capable of diffolving and 
carrying through the pores of a filter, but likewife from admixtures 
ot one another; that which requires mod water to diffolve it, (hoot¬ 
ing firft into cryftals.—For further particulars refpedling cryftaA" 
lization, fee Part III. Sect. VI. 


I 5 1 - ] 


SECT. V. 


Precipitation. 

t> 

Y this operation, bodies are recovered from their folutions, by 
jyj e ans of the addition of fome other fubftance, with wliich either 
e menftruum, or the body diffolved, have a greater affinity than 
e y have with each other. 

Precipitation, therefore, is of two kinds; one, where the fub- 
anc e iuperadded unites with the menftruum, and occafions that 
e . ° re diffolved to be thrown down : the other, in which it unites 
^ith the diffolved body, and falls along with it to the bottom. Of 
, e fit ft we have an example in the precipitation of fulphur from 
Saline lixivia, by the means of acids ; of the fecond, in the preci* 
of mercury from aqua-fortis by fea-falr, or its acid. 
a he fubjedfs of this operation, as well thofe which are capable 
° being precipitated as thofe which precipitate them, will readily 
appear from infpedfion of the table of affinity; The manner of per- 
°^ Tlln g it is fo funple, as not to ftand in need of any particular di- 
fictions; no more being required, than to add the precipitant by 
figrees, fo long as it continues to occafion any precipitation. When 
Whole of the powder has fallen, it is to be well edulcorated, 
i . ls > walhed in feveral frefh parcels of water, and afterwards 
dr] ed for ufe. 

^Where metals are employed as precipitants, as in the purification 
’partial vitriol from copper by the addition of frefh iron, they 
ugnt to be perfectly clean and free from any rufty or greafy matter; 
^erwife they will not readily, if at all, diffolve, and confequently 
e Precipitation will not fucceecj^.; for the fubftance to be precipi- 
leparates only by the additional one’s diffolving and taking its 
j dCe * "I he feparated powder, often, inftead of falling to the faot- 
lod g es upon the precipitant, from which it muft be occasionally 
Vc 1 °“* ^ or rea ft> ns lufficiently obvious, 
the ilOU S h > * n operation, the precipitated powder is generally 
rn- i^ ari: rec l u ftfid for ufe, yet fome advantage may frequently he 
fixt np°^- tne fi^ 1101 " remaining after the precipitation. Thus, when 
.aline fait is diffolved in water, and fulphur diffolved in this 
.q lu VlUln » the addition of acids feparates and throws down the ful- 
1 ’ by virtue of the acid’s uniting with, and neutralizing the 
the 2 *• - . w hich the fulphur was held diffolved: confequently, if 
du''P* e< i 1 P lta ^ 0n mac ^ e w ufi the vitriolic acid, and the acid gra¬ 
ss ' -P* * n fifi ft> e alkali be completely fatiated, that is, fo long 

'vill C °n ! T S to 0cca fi°n any precipitation or turbidnefs, the liquo? 
) ifild, by proper evaporation and cryftallization, a neutral i^ls 
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compofed of the vitriolic acid and fixt alkali, that is, vitriolated tar¬ 
tar. In like manner, if the precipitation be made with the nitrous 
acid, a true nitre may he recovered from the liquor ; if with the ma¬ 
rine, the fait called fpiritus falls marini coagulatus y and if with the 
acid of vinegar, tine kali acetatum. 


S E C T. VI. 

Evaporation . 

» r 

HIS is a third method of recovering folid bodies from their fo¬ 
liations, effected by the means of heat ; which evaporating the fluid 
part, that is, forcing it off .in fleam, the matter which was difTolved 
therein is left behind in its folid form. 

The general rules for evaporating arc, to place the matter in a flat, 
fhallow, wide vefiel, fo that a large furface of the liquor may be 
prefented to the air ; for it is only from the furface that evaporation 
takes place. The degree of heat ought to be proportioned to the 
Volatility of the fubflance to be evaporated, and to the degree of the 
fixity of the matter to be loft ; thus the lefs fixed the matter to be 
left is, and the more flrongly it adheres to the volatile parts, the lefs 
the degree of heat ought to be ; and in fuch cafes, too, a forcible cur¬ 
rent of air is fometimes fcarcely admiflible : on the contrary, when 
the matter to be evaporated is not very volatile, and the matter to be 
left is very fixed, and does not adhere flrongly to the volatile part, 
the evaporation may be urged by a ftrong heat, aided by a current of 
air diredded upon the furface of the liquor. 

This procefs is applicable to the foiutions of all thofe fubftances 
which are lefs volatile than the menftruum, or which will not exhale 
by the heat requisite for the evaporation of the fluid : as the foiutions 
of fixt alkaline falts ; of the gummy, gelatinous, and other inodor¬ 
ous parts of vegetables and animals in water ; and of many refinous 
and odorous fubftances in fpirit of wine. 

Water extracts the virtues of fundry fragrant aromatic herbs, 
almofl as perfectly as ratified fpirit of wine: but the aqueous in- 
fufions are far from being equally fuited to this procefs, with thole 
made in fpirit; water carrying off the whole odour and flavour of 
the lubjedt, which that lighter liquor leaves entire behind if. Thus 
a watery infullon of mint lofes in evaporation the fmell, tafte, and 
virtues of the herb, while a tincture drawn with pure fpirit, yields, on 
the fame treatment, a thick balfamic liquid, or folid gummy refln> 
extremely rich in the peculiar qualities of the mint. 

In evaporating thefe kinds of liquors, particular care muft be had, 
towards the end of the procefs, that the heat be very gentle ; other- 
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Chap. ly. 

tr-!^q- t ^ e . matter > as h grows thick, will burn to the veil'd, and con- 
a difagreeable fmell and tafte : this burnt flavour is called an 
efn Pyreuma. The liquor ought to be kept flirting during- the eva¬ 
luation; otherwife a part of the matter concretes on the furface 
P°ied to the air, and forms a pellicle which impedes the further 

Cv aporation. 
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Diftillation . 

T 

the foregoing operation fluids are rarefied by heat into fteam 
P r y a Pour, which is fuffered to exhale in the air, but which the 
I inefs of difliilation is to collect and preferve. For this purpofe 
f f-(^ earn L received in proper veflels, luted to that in which the 
Ulj je<5! i s contained ; and heina; there cooled, condenfes into a fluid 
for m agai„. 

I here are two kinds of diftillation : by the one, the more fubtile 
1 volatile parts of liquors are elevated from the groffer ; by the 
Iler > liquids, incorporated with iolid bodies, are forced out from 
hy vehemence of tire. 

£ ° the firft, belong the diftillation of the pure inflammable fpirit 

^ ° m vinous liquors; and of fuch of the active parts of vegetables 
a ji e capable of being extracted by boiling water or fpirit, and at 
e fame time a riling along with their fleam. 

As boihng water extra6ts or diflfolves the effential oils of vegeta- 
es > while blended with the other principles of the fubject, without 
u >'ation, but imbibes only a determinate, and that afmall, propor- 
an of them in their pure ftate ; as thefe oils are the only fubftances 
^C'Ctained in common vegetables, which prove totally volatile 
1 at degree of heat; and as it is in them that the virtues of a. _ 
**Atics, and the peculiar odour and flavour of all plants refid'e, it i 
1 1Qe nt, that water may be impregnated, by diftillation, with the 
P °‘ e valuable parts of many vegetables : that this impregnation is 
the oil a riling in this procefs pure from thole parts of the 
ant which before rendered it foluble in water without limitation; 
euCe g'cateft part of the oil fcparates from the diflillcd aqueous li- 
q 0,5 ar ‘d, according to its greater or lefs gravity, either finks to the 
P r fwims on the furface: and that, conlequently, infufions 
f ‘ Cl ''filled waters are greatly different from one another ; that the 
" ma y be rendered ftronger and ftronger by pouring the liquor 
^ tefh parcels of the fubject ; but that the latter cannot be in like 
^nner improved by cohabat'm y, or re-difliliing them from frefh in- 
&>• clients. See Part II. Chap. V. Sc eft. II. 

lS bbe oils of many vegetables do not freely diftil with a lefs 
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heat than that in which water boils ; as re&ified fpirit of wine is 
not fufceptible of this degree of heat; and as this menftruum to¬ 
tally diffolves thefe oils in their pure ftate, it follows, that fpirit 
elevates far lefs from molt vegetables than water ; but that never¬ 
theless the diftilled Spirit, by keeping all that it does elevate perfedlly 
diffoived, may, iti Some caSes, prove as Strong of the Subject as the 
distilled water. The more gentle the heat, and the flower the distil¬ 
lation goes on, the volatile parts arc the more perfectly Separated in 
their native ftate. 

The apparatus made ufe of for diftilling Spirits, waters, and oils, 
confjft of a Jlill, or copper veffel, for containing the fubjedt, on 
which is luted a large head with a fwan neck. The vapour ariling 
into the head, is hence conveyed through a worm, or long Spiral 
pipe, placed in a veffel of cold water called a refrigeratory ; and 
being there condenfed, runs down into a receiver . In the Second 
part of this work, we (hall give Some improvements in this appa¬ 
ratus for particular purpofes ; with directions for performing the 
Several procefles to the greateft advantage. 

It may be obferved, that as the parts which are preferved in eva¬ 
poration cannot arife in distillation, the liquor remaining after the 
diftillation, properly depurated and infpiffated, will yield the Same 
extradts as thofe prepared from the tindture or decoCtion of the tub- 
jedt made on purpofe for that ufe ; the one of thefe operations col¬ 
lecting only the volatile parts, and the other the more fixt; So that 
where one SubjeCt contains medicinal parts of both kinds, thev may 
thus be obtained diftinCt, without one’s being injured by the pro- 
cefs which colleCts the other. 

The fubjeCts of the Second kind of diftillation are, the grofs oils 
of vegetables and animals; the mineral acid Spirits; and the metallic 
fluid quickfilver ; which, as they require a much Stronger degree of 
heat to elevate them than the foregoing liquors can fuftain, So they 
likewife condenfe without arifing So far from the aCtion of the fire. 
The diftillation of thefe is performed in low glafs veflfels, called, 
from their necks being bent to one fide, retorts : to the further end 
of the neck a receiver is luted, which ftanding without the furnace, 
the vapours Soon condenfe in it, without the ufe of a refrigeratory : 
nevertheless, to promote this effeCt, Some are accuftomed, efpecially 
in warm weather, to cool the receiver, by occafionally applying 
wet cloths to it, or keeping it partly immerfed in a veffel of cold 
water. 

The vapours of Some fubftances are So fluggifh, or Strongly re¬ 
tained by a fixt matter, as Scarce to arife even over the low neck of 
the ' retort. Thefe are moft commodioufly diftilled in ftraight- 
necked earthen vefiels, called longnecks , laid on their fides, So that 
the vapour paffes off laterally with little or no afeent : a receiver 
is luted to the end of the neck without the furnace : in this manner, 
the acid fpirit oi vitriol is diftilled. The matter vyhich remains in 
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retort or longneck, after the diftillation, is vulgarly called 
CQ put mortuum. 

Be n ^illations, a quantity of elaffic air is frequently ge- 
^^ated ; which, unlefs an exit is allowed it, blows off or burffs 
Ve , r ^ ceiven The danger of this may, in good meafure, be pre- 
a f* 11 ^ fl° w ly raiffng the fire; but more effectually, by leaving 
a ma 1 hole in the luting, to be occafionally opened or flopped with 
a h °°f en Phtg 5 or inferring at the jundlure an upright pipe of fuch 
ri(e e ^t, that the fleam of the diflilling liquor may not be able to 
i C to f he top; but it is flill better done by fitting to the apparatus 
Uer ve A'els, by which their vapours may be condenfed. 


SECT. VIII. 


Sublimation. 

A 

k . $ a H fluids are volatile by heat, and confequentlv, capable of 
ein g feparated, in rnofl cafes, from fixed matters, by the foregoing 
ocels, fo various folid bodies are fubjedted to a fimilar treatment, 
nids are laid to dijlil , and folids to fublime ; though fometimes 
h aiS Gained in one and the fame operation. If the fubliming 
atter concrete into a mafs, it is commonly called a Jhblimate ; if 
® a powdery form, flowers. 

r j he principal fubjedts of this operation are, volatile alkaline 
cl s > neutral falts compofed of volatile alkalies and acids, as fal 
r - tTlo niac ; the fait of amber, and flowers of benzoin ; rnercu- 
a P re P arat >°ns ; and ftflphur. Bodies, of thernfelves not volatile, 
tj^ e \ re quently made to fublime by the mixture of volatile ones : 
/■„ US lr ° n * s carr i e d up by fal ammoniac in the preparation of the 
J er nm ammoniacale, 

l Oe fumes of folid bodies, in clofe veffels, rife but a little way, 
n adhere to that part of the veffel where they concrete. Hence 
receiver or condenfer is lefs neceflary here than in the preceding 
pe.atio 0 . a f jn ,g] e vefTel, as a matrafs, or tali vial, or the like, 
?m S frequently fufficient. 


SECT. IX. 


T„ e 


Exprefion. 


ci 1 P re f s is chiefly made life of for forcing out the juices of fuc- 
^fnel lei ^ S a h^ f J 'Pif s > Arid the iniipid oils of the unctuous feeds and 
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"• The harder fruits, as quinces, require to be previoufly well 
beaten or ground ; but herbs are to be only moderately bruifed. 
The fubjedt is then included in a hair bag, and prefTed betwixt 
wooden plates, in the common fcrew-prefs, as long as any juice 
runs from it. 

The expreffion of oils is performed nearly in the fame manner 
as that of juices; only, here,.iron plates are fubftituted for the 
wooden ones there made ufe of. The fubjecf. is well pounded, and 
included in a Prong canvafs bag, betwixt which and the plates of 
the prefs a hair-cloth is interpofed. 

The infipid oils of all the unctuous feeds are obtained, unin-t 
jured, by this operation, if performed without the ufe of heat; 
which though it greatly promotes the extraction of the oil, at the 
fame time irnpreffes an ungrateful flavour, and increafes its dilpo- 
fltion to grow rancid. 

The oils exprefled from aromatic fubflances generally carry with 
them a portion of their effential oil : hence the fmell and flavour of 
the exprefled oils of nutmegs and mace. They are very rarely 
found impregnated with any of the other qualities of the fubjedt: 
oil of mull aid f’ed, for inftance, is as foft and void of acrimony as 
that of alfnonds, the pungency of the muftard remaining entire in 
the cake left after the expreffion. 


SECT. X, 

Exjiccation. 

T HERE are two general methods of exflecating or drying moifl: 
bodies ; in the one, their humid parts 'are exhaled by heat; in the 
other, they are imbibed or ablorbed by fubflances, whofe foft and 
fpongy texture adapts them to that ufe. Bodies intimately combined 
with, or diiTolved in, a fluid, as recent vegetables and their juices, 
require the firft : fuch as are only fuperficiaily mixed, as when 
earthy or indiffoluble powders are ground with water, are comrao- 
dioufly Separated from it by the fecund. 

Vegetables and their parts are ufually exflccated by the natural 
warmth of the air : the affiflance of a gentle artificial heat may, 
nevertheless, in general, be not only fafely, but advantageoufly had 
recourfe to. Bv a moderate fire, even the moie tender flowers may 
be dried, in a little time, without any confiderable lofs, either of 
their odour or lively colour : which would both be greatly in¬ 
jured or deployed by a more flow exficcation in the air. Some 
plants indeed, particularly thole of the acrid kind, as horfe-radifh, 
fciirvy-grafsj and arqm ? loi’e their virtues by this procefs, howeyep 
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CareK % performed: but far the greater number retain, them unim- 
^Th* and often improved. 

, r e dicker vegetable juices may be exficcated by the heat of 
e fun ; or, where this is not fufhcient, by that of a water bath, or 
<\n oven moderately warm. The thinner juices may be gently boiled 
^ they begin to thicken, and then treated as the foregoing: this 
P r °cefs, termed iNSPissATioit or evaporation, has been fpok- 
e n of already. The juices of fome plants, as arum root, brionv 
^°°t, onis roor, wild cucumbers, 6cc. feparate, upon handing for 
°*ne time, into a thick part, which falls to the bottom ; and a thin 
a queous one, which fvvims above it: this hitter is to be poured off', 
v \ Hl l ^ le fir ft exfiecated by a gentle warmth : preparations of this 
have been ufually called f.ecula; ; that of the wild cucum- 
ei 5 to be fpoken of in its place, is the only one which practice 
now retains. 

fndiffoluble bodies, mixed with water into a thick confidence, 
rriay b c ea fily freed from the greateft part of it, by dropping them 
a chalk-Jione, or fome powdered chalk preffed into a fmooth mafs, 
}'nich readily imbibes their humidity. Where the quantity of fluid 
targe, as in the edulcoration of precipitates, it may be feparated 
y decantation or filtration. It has been before obferved, that one 
tne principal circumftances favouring fermentation was a certain 
j c S ree of moifture ; exficcation is therefore employed to diffipate 
u midity, and render vegetables thereby lefs liable to thofe changes 
ptouuced by a kind of infenfible fet ■mentation. , 


S E C T. XI. 


Comminution . 


• ; ODIMINUTION is the bare reduction of folid coherent bodies 

tuiali particles or powder. The methods of effecting this are 

a U 0Us » according- to the texture of the fiibjeit 

friable bodies, or fuch as are brittle and not very hard, and 

^-xtures of thefe with fomewhat moift ones, are eafily pulverized 
in a - 1 


mortar, or a mill. 


°i very light dry fubftances, refins, and the roots of a tenacious 
lb-j Ure ’ tP ‘ e mortar may in forne cafes be previoufly rubbed with a 
n , 1C * vveet °ifi or a few,' drops of oil to be occaiionally added: this 
f r CVents c ^ e fi° cr powder of the firlt from flying off, and the others 
i C0 ^ cr ^ n g under the peftle. Camphor is moft commodiouily 
,N*eied, by rubbing it with a little rectified fpirit of wine, 
ough fubftances, as woods, the peels of oranges and lemons, 
Ty,/r a , re . mo ^ conveniently rofped ; and foft oily bodies, as nutmegs, 
P d fieu through a grater. 
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The comminution of the harder minerals, as calamine, cryftal, 
flint, &c. is greatly facilitated by extinction; that is, by heat¬ 
ing them red-hot, and quenching them in water: by repeating this 
procefs a few times, mod of the hard ftones become eaftly pulver- 
able. This procefs, however, is not to be applied to any of the 
alkaline or calcareous ftones ; left, inftead of an iniipid powder, wc 
produce an acrimonious calx or lime. 

Some metals, as tin, though ftrongly cohering in their natural 
ftate, prove extremely brittle when heated, infomuch as to be eaftly 
divided into fmall particles by dextrous agitation. Hence the offi¬ 
cinal, method of pulveriftng tin, by melting it, and, at the inftant of 
its beginning to return into a ftate of ioliditv, brifkly fhaking it in 
a wooden box The comminution of metals, in this manner, is 
termed by the metallurgifts granulation. 

On a fimilar principle, certain falts, as nitre, may be reduced 
into powder in large quantity, by diftfolving them in boiling water, 
fetting the folution over a moderate fire, and keeping the fait con- 
ftantly ftirring during its exficcation, fo as to prevent its particles, 
disjoined by the fluid, from re-uniting together into larger mafles. 

Powders are reduced to a great degree of finenefs by tritu¬ 
rating, or rubbing them, for a length of time, in a mortar. 
Such as are not diffoluble in water, or injured by the admixture of 
that fluid, are moiftened with it into the conftftence of a pafte, and 
levigated, or ground, on a flat fmooth marble or iron plate ; or 
where a large quantity is to be prepared at a time, in mills made 
for that ufe. 

Comminution, though one of the moft Ample operations of phar¬ 
macy, has, in many cafes, very confuievable effeeft. The reftnous 
purgatives, when finely triturated, are more eaftly foluble in the 
animal fluids, and confequently prove more cathartic, and lefs ini** 
fating, than in their groffer ftate. Crude antimony, which, when 
reduced to a tolerable fine powder, difeovers little medicinal virtue, 
if levigated to a great degree of fubtility, proves a powerful alte¬ 
rative in many chronical diforders. 

By comminution, the heavieft bodies may be made to float in 
the lighteft fluid *, for a longer or fhorter time, according to theiF 

* Some attribute this effe£l to a diminution of the fpecific gravity of 
the body ; and, at the fame time, fuppofe the peculiar virtues of certain 
medicines, particularly mercury, to be in great rneafure owing to their 
gravity. If thefe hypothefes were juft, it fliould follow, that the mer¬ 
curial preparations, by being finely comminuted, would lofe propor- 
tionably their efficacy; and lo indeed.mercurius dulcis, for inftance, has 
been fuppofed to do. But experience ihews, that this is far from being 
the cafe ; and that comminution by no means lefi'ens, but rather in- 
creafes its power : when reduced to a great degree of fubtility, it pafles 
readily into the habit, and operates, according to its quantity, as an al¬ 
terative or a fialagogue ; while, in a grofler form, it is apt to irritate the 
ftomach and bowels, and run off by the inteftines, without being con*» 
veyed into the blood. » 
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c\ 6a ^ r ° r degree of tenuity. Hence we are furnifhed with an 
0 r elle nt criterion of the finenefs of certain powders, and a method 
k ^Parating the more fubtile parts from the groffer, diftingui/hed 
y the name of elutriatiqn, or wajliing over . 


SECT, XII. 


Fufion . 

P 

USION is the reduction of folid bodies into a {fate of fluidity by 
le - Almoft all natural fubftances, the pure earths, and the folid 
Parts of animals and vegetables excepted, inelt in proper degrees of 
. re > fome in a very gentle heat, while others require its utmoft 
Vl °lence. 

Turpentine, and other foft refinous fubftances, liquefy in a 
§ e ntle warmth; wax, pitch, fulphur, and the mineral bitumens, 
e quire a heat too great for the hand to fupport; fixt alkaline fairs, 
otnmon fair, nitre, require a red, or almoft white heat to melt 
ei ft ; and glafs, a full white heat. 

bef ^ tlo . n S metallic fubftances, tin, bifmuth, and lead, flow long 
°re ignition: antimony likewife melts before it is vifibly red-hot, 

. c not before the veffel is confiderably fo : the regulus of an- 
h ^ on Y demands a much ftronger fire. Zinc begins to melt in a red 
> gold and fiiver require a low white heat ; copper a bright 
ne heat; and iron an extreme white heat. 

■ ne b °dy, rendered fluid by heat, becomes fometimes a men* 
ql, Ull m for another, not fuiible of itfelf in the fame degree of fire. 
^ ous red-hot fiiver melts, upon being thrown into melted lead lefs 
than itfelf: and thus if fteel, heated to whitenefs, be taken out 
j; * T f ur nace, and applied to a roll of fulphur, the fulphur inftantly 
^^ueiying, occafions the fteel to melt with it; hence the chalybs 
ah]* 1 . Ipbure of the fhops. This concrete, neverthelefs, remark- 
y impedes the fufion of fome other metals, as lead, which, when 
w ith a certain quantity of fulphur, is fcarce to be perfectly 
; vue d b y a very ftrong fire: hence the method, defcribed in its 
fr CC ’ P ur, Tying zinc, a metal upon which fulphur has no effect 
°m the lead fo frequently mixed with it. 
fio U . UI * s die only unmetallic fubftance which mingles in fu* 
c >n with metals. Earthy, fa-line, and other matters, even the 
Ud CCS i an "‘ §^ a Tes prepared from metals themfelves, float diftindt 
thV* 1 116 f ur ^ ace » and form what is called scoria or drofs. Where 
c quantity of this is large in proportion to the metal, it is moft 
tff modioufly feparated by pouring the whole into a conical mould: 
Puie metal or regulus, though fmall in quantity, occupies a 


6o 


ELEMENTS of PHARMACY. , 


Part I. 


confiderable height in the lower narrow part of the cone , and when 
congealed, may be eafiiy freed from the fcoviae by a hammer. The 
mould fhould be previoufly greafed, or rather l'moked, to make the 
metal come freely out; and thoroughly dried and heated, to pre¬ 
vent the explofion which fometimes happens from the fudden con- 
tad of melted metals with moift bodies. 


SECT. XIII. 

Calcination . 

By calcination is underflood, the redudion of folid bodies, by 
the means of fire, from a coherent to a powdery ft ate, accom¬ 
panied with a change of their quality ; in which laft refpeCt, this 
procefs differs from comminution. 

To this head belong, the burning of vegetable and animal 
matters, otherwife called ustion, incineration, or concre- 
MATIon ; and the change of metals into a powder, which in 
the fire either does not melt, or vitrifies, that is, runs into 

s 5afs - 

The metals which melt before ignition, are calcined by keeping 
them in fufion for fotne time. The free admiffion of air is effenti- 
ally neceffary to the fuccefs of this operation ; and hence, when 
the furface of the m eta l appears covered with calx, this muft be 
taken off, or raked to one fide ; otherwife the remainder, excluded 
from the air, will not undergo the change intended. If any coal, 
or other inflammable matter chat does not contain a mineral acid, 
be fuffered to fall into the veffel, the effect expedited from this 
operation will hot be produced, and part of what is already calcined, 
will be revived or reduced ; that is, it will return into its me¬ 
tallic form again. 

Thofe metals which require a flrong fire to melt them, calcine 
with a much lefs heat than is fufficient to make them flow. Hence 
the burning or scorification of fuch iron or copper veffels, as 
are long expofed to a confiderable fire without defence from the air. 
Gold and filver are not calculable by any degree of fire. 

In calcination, the metals vifibly emit fumes ; neverthelefs, the 
weight of the calx proves greater than that of the metal employed. 
The antimonial regulus gains about one eleventh part of its weight; 
zinc, fometimes cne tenth *, tin, above one fixth ; and lead, in its 
converfion into minium, often one fourth. 

The calcination of metallic bodies, gold, filver, and mercury ex¬ 
cepted, is greatly promoted by nitre. This fait, expofed to the fb' e 
in conjunction with any inflammable fubftances, extricates their 
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^ 1 flani r n a { ) j e matter, and burfis with it into flame, accompanied with 
un g noife : this procefs is ui'ually termed deflagration or 
detonation. 

a , ll 4 *** • • 

^ * Ule meta ^* c ca ^ ces and fcorise are revived into this metallic 

TN * ^ ^ Ll ^ 10n w tth any vegetable or animal inflammable matter. 
t ne y are all more difficult of fufion than the refpeCtive metals 
e, tnelves: and fcarcely any of them, thofe of lead and bifmuth 
th Ce j? tef ’ can be made to melt at all, Without feme addition, in 
•j,j “rongeffc fire that can be produced in the common furnaces. 

aQ ditions, called fluxes, employed for promoting the fufion, 
• I 1 * 1 it chiefly of fixt alkaline faits : a mixture of alkaline fait with 
arn mable matter, as powdered charcoal, is called a reducing fiux y 
to Cou f ri buting at the fame time to bring the calx into fufion, and 
£ le vive it into, metal. Such a mixture is commonly prepared 
0111 0n e part of nitre, and two parts of tartar j by grinding them 
j together, fetting the powders on fire with a bit of coal, or a 
ec -hot iron, then covering the veflfel, and fuffering them to de- 
a § rate or burn, till they, are changed into a black alkaline coaly 
111 a Is. 'phis is the common reducing flux of the chemifts, and 
a hd from its colour the black flux. Metallic calces, or fcoriae, 
Singled with twice their weight of this compound, and expofed to a 
Proper fire, in a clofe covered crucible, melt, and refume their me- 
ui , barm ; bur, though they received an increafe of weight in the 
cination, the revived metal is always found to weigh confiderably 
c s than the quantity from which the calx was made. 

We have now given a concife view of the operation neceflary for 
P‘ ar maceutical purpofes : hut thefe will be further treated of in the 
^°urfe of the fucceeding parts of this work, where particular fub- 
ai ices are directed to undergo fuch procefles as are neceflary for 
j-cquiring any defired product. As for the inftruments which have 
een defersbed, by which the operations are to be performed, they ap- 
P ea t fufficient to anfwer the propofed ends; hut further knowledge 
J? a y * 3e acquired by confulting the works of modern chemifts, viz. 
•to works of Lavoisier, Fourcroy, Chaptal, and Ni- 
Tiolson’s Chemical Dictionary. 






C 63 } 


PART II. 

THE 

MATERIA MEDIC A. 


T 

.'*■ HIS term includes every fubftance ufed in medicine, and by fome 
ls extended even to every article ufed as food and drink. 

w liters on the Materia Medica have endeavoured to arrange the vari- 
0ll s articles of which it is compofed into different dalles ; but a flight in¬ 
stigation would foon convince us of the inaccuracy of the plans 
'vhich have been prelented to us, particularly fome of the bell-— Car- 
theuser — Newman — Lewis — Gleditsgh — Linnaeus — Al¬ 
stom — and Vogel. But Dr. Cullen has fupplied us with one, the 
judicioufly arranged. — On which fubjecl he fays — “ That as 
ftudy of the Materia Prledica is truly the fludy of medicinal vir- 
tUe s, f 0 the plan that arranges the feveral fubftances, according to 
t ^ e _ir agreeing in fome general virtues, will be the bell adapted to ac- 
<1 Hiring the knowledge of thefe, and wiil moll readily inform the prac- 
Iitioner what different means he can employ for his general purpole.—« 
^ will alfo inform him, how far the feveral fimilar fubllances may dif- 
* er in their degree of power, and how far, from the particular qualities af- 
*‘gned to each, he may be dire&ed, or limited in his choice. — As it 
feerns proper that every practitioner ought, as far as pofiible, to praClife 
general indications, fo it is evident that his Itudy of the Materia 
yfedica is efpecialiy to know the feveral means that can anfwer there, 
^neh a plan muff be mofl proper for giving inflruCtion ; and if, w die 
Medicines are arranged, according as they anfwer general indications, 
particulars be likewife thrown together, as far as pofiible, according 
to their fenfible qualities and botanical affinities, this plan will have the 
advantage of any other that has been propofed, for pi denting together 
tr } e fubjeft that ought to be confidered at one and the fame time, and 
the bell means of recolieCling every thing that relates to them.” 
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He then arranges the different fubftances in the following order: — 

A. Such as supply nourishment — Solid food — Liquids and condi¬ 
ments. f 

B. Medicines which act upon the simple solids — AJlringents — 
Tonics—Emollients and Erodents ;— 

c. - UPON the living solids —- Stimulants — Sedatives— 

Id arc otic s — R efrigerants — Antifpajmodics ;— 

D. Those which act upon the fluids. — ift. fuch as alter their 
fluidity — Attenuants—InfpiJJants and their mixture 5— - 2 d. Correctors of 
acrimony in general — Demulcents ■; —3d. in general — Anti acids —Anti al- 
kalines — Anti-putref cents ; — and, laftly, 

E. Ev ac u ants — Errhines — Sialagogues — Ex, Hot'ants — Emetics —=* 
Cathartics — Diuretics — Diaphoretics and Menagogues. 

By other authors they are differently divided — Boerhaave de Vi- 
ribus, Medicumentorum— Gregory Confpedtus Medicinae Theoretic* 
— W allis on Health and Difeaf'e. 

But it has been imagined, that “the whole materia medica is reducible 
“ under the three dift-in&ions of alteratives , evacuants , and refioratives ; 
u the firft comprehending all that has any power to alter the conftitution, 
“ without fenfibly increafing or diminifhing any of the natural evacua- 
* l tions ; the fecond, whatever vifibly promotes thofe difeharges; and 
il the third, all that contributes to leffen them, and make the increafe 
“ greater than the wafte.” Thefe divilions being too general, they are 
broke into fubdivifions ; and thefe again are further divided into differ¬ 
ent claffe§, under more ref rained denominations,' as cardiac, carmina¬ 
tive, hyfteric, ftomachic, See. 

Specious as this plan may appear to be, I am afraid that the execution 
of it, to any ufeful purpofe, would require a far more extenfive know¬ 
ledge of the nature and operation of medicines than, has yet been at¬ 
tained to. A juft and ufeful method of fimples is fcarcely to be ex¬ 
pected, while thofe properties, on which the method is founded, are 
imperfeftlv known, and in many articles only conjectural. 

In all the arrangements that have been hitherto contrived upon this 
plan, there appears a linking incongruity among the feveral. articles of 
which oven the ultimate fubdivifions are compofed ; fubftances ex¬ 
tremely diflimilar being chilled together, as cantharides and tea, to¬ 
bacco and bran, hemlock and cowtlips, feurvy-grafs and raifins, arum 
root and liquorice, wormwood and parfneps, cinnamon and nettles, 
rafpberries and chalk, artichokes and alum, cloves and coffee, muftard- 
feed and black cherries, &c. Nor are thefe incongruities to be laid 
always to the charge of the authors; the nature o-f the fyftem itfelf ren¬ 
ders them often unavoidable; for the particular effect, which entitles 
a medicine to a particular clafs, may be produced by fubftances very 
diflimilar, and even oppofite in their general powers: thus the aivine 
excretions are retrained by ftarch, wax, tormentil root, opium : among 
the capital diuretics are cantharides, nitre, fixt alkaline fairs, fquills. 
It fliould feem, that the method of arrangement cannot be a juft one, 
which requires fubftances fo difeordant to be ranked together; and 
which farther requires each of thefe fubftances to be ranked over 
again, in other claffes, along with other fubftances to which they are 
equally difeordant. 
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*art 11. 

^ Ill Pi* A *1/* m 9 • • 

p r j ai ar e , 1S . a ‘*° a material imperfe&ion in this fchtfne, even in the 

/ hivulons. Steel and its preparations a6l, in different circum- 
a ffo r l“ J ‘ as evacuants and reftoratives. Mercury and antimony 
ar *d th la ^ le ' lr different preparations, both evacuants and alteratives, 
ari[ j r ere are many other drugs which are fometimes ufed as alteratives, 
f ee 0:Tlet:| mes as evacuants: indeed, all evacuants, in diminifhed dofes, 
“ div ;t f 3< ^ mereI y as a lteratives. It fhould feem therefore that “ the 
<{ J 1Qn . °f the whole materia medica into alteratives, evacuants, and 
ho V 0r L UveS ’” * s a divifion not founded in nature, even if there were 
O J r ti0n t0 t ^ ie va g ue meaning of the appellations themfelves. 
nj ^eufer has divided the materia medica on a plan which appears 
b 0 . rational. Inftead of the operations of medicines in the human 
Co J? w hich are precarious, complicated, and greatly diverfified ac~ 
to the dofe, the preparation, and the circumftances of the pa- 
v j 0u ’ 116 takes for the bafis of his arrangement their more fimple, ob- 
a ci r’ Sn< ^ con ^ :an t properties, as bittternefs, fweetnefs, aftringency, 
j n &c. Having confidered the nature of bitternefs, for inllance, 
ar g nera ^> he examines what effefts medicines poffeffed of this property 
hia C ?P a ^ e °f producing in the body, and in what circumftances they 
be g xpe6ted to be ferviceable, and then proceeds to an account of 
^Particular' bitters. 

hiat * 1S met h°^ is of real ufe, but its ufe is limited to a fmall part of the 
Ha medica. There are many of the medicinal fimples, in which 
in C ^ t - no prevailing qualities of this kind ; there are many, 

tjj * c ‘ 1 different qualities are blended together; and many, which, 
0 p fimilar in thefe kinds of qualities, are very diffimilar in their 
in 1 a "l° ns in the human body. Thus, though gentian and aloes agree 
^Jcj a hitter tafte, and fugar and manna in being fweet, their me- 
is ohr v * rt . Ues are refpeffivelv very different. Accordingly the author 
<jj v y hg e d in fome cafes to depart from his general plan, and found the 
erne/' 0 * 1 ° n me< di c inal effefts; he makes one clafs of purgatives and 
c j a ^ lcs ’ an d another of vaporofe inebriants and narcotics: this laft 
fe C( j c<an hds of tobacco, elder-flowers, faffron, opium, and poppy- 
la., !’ mbftances certainly very difcordant in all their qualities that re- 

‘ at p° medical intention,. 

fiin"’ ’■ vor ^’ inftead of attempting a medicinal diftribution of the 
ant jP ie: which I apprehend not to be practicable, to any good purpofe, 
f ead as hitherto executed, feems more likely to miflead the 

0 f t , er y an to promote true knowledge, I fliall take them in the order 
fubft 6 al P habe t; and even in this order we fliall feldom perhaps find 
join a , nc . es rnore diffimilar come together, than thofe which have been 
P r on if ° (,e c * a ^ s fome of the fyftematic writers. It may be 

°f m f’* . wever » to premife fome general obfervations on certain clafles 
Ce p.. e lci »es, in Cartheufer’s manner, and thus to preferve the lefs ex- 
P Enable parts of his plan, with fome amendments. 
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ACIDS. 


Clafs I. Vegetable 


' native; as forrel, wood-forrel, juice of 
lemons, oranges, barberries, and other 
s fruits. 

produced by fermentation j as vinegar and 
.. tartar. 


Clafs II. Mineral: the acids of vitriol, nitre, and common 

fait. 


T HE medical effects of acids, 
duly diluted, and given in 
proper dofes, are to cool, quench 
third, corred a tendency to putre¬ 
faction, and allay inordinate mo¬ 
tions of 1 the blood. By thefe qua¬ 
lities, in hot bilious temperaments 
and inflammatory diforders, they 
frequently refirain immoderate hae¬ 
morrhages, and promote the na¬ 
tural fecretions; in fome kinds of 
fevers, they excite a copious dia- 
phorefis, where the warm medi¬ 
cines, called alexipharmic, tend 
rather to prevent this falutary dif- 
c barge. 

Vegetable acids, particularly the 
native juices of certain plants and 
fruits, have fome degree of fa- 
ponaceous quality; by means of 
which they attenuate or diflolve 
vifcid phlegm, and deterge the vef- 
fels; and thus prove ferviceable 
in fundry chronical diforders. In¬ 
veterate fcurvies have fometimes 
yielded to their continued ufe, ef- 
pecially when given in conjunction 
with medicines of the acrid or pun¬ 
gent kind. Experience has fhewti, 
that the acrid antifcorbutics have 
much better effeCts when thus ma¬ 
naged, than when exhibited by 


tbemfelves; hence in the fucci 
fcorbutici of our difpenfatory, Se¬ 
ville orange juice is ufefullv join¬ 
ed to that of the cochlearia and naf 
t art ium. 

The mineral acids inftantly co¬ 
agulate blood : the vegetable dilute 
it, even when infpidated or thick¬ 
ened by heat; in which Bate, wa¬ 
tery liquors will not mingle with 
it. Hence, in fome fevers, where 
water runs off by the kidneys al- 
moft as pale and infipid as it was 
drank, vegetable acids render the 
urine of the due colour and qua¬ 
lity. The mineral acids (the fpi' 
rit of nitre in particular), combin¬ 
ed with vinous fpirits, have a like 
eifeCI. 

Acids are prejudicial in coId» 
pale, phlegmatic habits, where the 
veffels are lax, the circulation lan¬ 
guid, bile deficient, and the power 
of digeftion weak. In thefe cafes» 
an acid is often generated in the 
ftomach, from milk and moift ve¬ 
getable food, which, while it con¬ 
tinues in the firft paffages, occa- 
fions uneafinefs about the fto¬ 
mach, flatulencies, fometimes grip' 
ing pains of the bowels, and vo¬ 
mitings. 
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Insipid earths capable of absorbing acids. 


Oyfter Shells, 

Crabs’Claws, and Eyes,fo called, 
Coral, red and white, 

Pearls, 

Bezoar, 

^HE virtues of thefe fubftances 
to abforb or deftroy acidities 
1 ^ le fxrft patfages, and confe- 
I^ently remove fuch diforders as 
P^ed from that caufe. The cor- 
0 j a *> alexipharmic, antifebrile, and 
oer likg virtues, attributed to 
lit-i 1Tlec licines, appear to have 
0 j foundation; or, at bell, are 
e ^v r fecondary ones. When unit- 
with the acid, they form a 
^ral feline compound, pof- 
e ln § fome degree of an aperi- 
to - anc ^ detergent quality, though 
0 mconfiderable to be in general 

egarded. 

^ abforbent earths were all 
t aiigers to medicine in the earlier 
to H S ’ an< ^ t f ie i r u f e does not feem 
faft aV£ ^ een e fP a t'lifli e cl before the 
tio Centur y 5 when fome prafli- 
n ^ r s, from an opinion that mod 
br r S ^ifeafes proceeded from a 
gre erna ^ ura ^ acid, introduced a 
Var iety of antiacid bodies, 
an . lQ f the earthy and faline kind; 
on , Ver y liberally exhibited them 
airnoft every occafion, 

a dulf !S certa i n that in children, and 
Wj , } °f a weak conftitution, and 
getnM ^ oot ^ * s chiefly of the ve- 
ord e . e ace f c ont kind, fundry dif- 
th e r! S are °ccaf oned by acidities; 
by r rea dilv difeover themfelves 
of t ]^ u ^ eru< dations, the pale colour 
f°Ur r i Ce ’ ant * * n children by the 
al v ] ^1 a hd green colour of the 
fo C . ces > which are fometimes 
Hron 1ani ^ e ^^ ac *^ as to ra iic a 
f alts g r C , rvefcence with alkaline 
the nr Q , ca ^ es ’ ar *d thefe only, 
Cated C °* a ^^ 01 '^ eut ea rths is indi- 


Chalk, 

Some Maries, 

Limeftones, 

Marbles, 

Spars. 

If there be really no acid juices 
in the ventricle, thefe earths are 
apt to concrete with the mucous 
matter ufualiy lodged there, into 
hard ihdiffoluble mattes; which ^ 
have fometimes been thrown up by 
vomit, or found in the ftomach 
upon difledlion. Hence indigeftion, 
lofs of appetite, naufea, vomiting, 
obftru&ions of the bowels, and other 
diforders. Sometimes the ftomach 
and iuteftines have been found 
lined with a cruft, as it were, of 
thefe earthy bodies, which muft 
not only have prevented the repa¬ 
ration of the gaftric liquor, but 
likewife dotted the orifices of the 
lafleal vefiels, fo as to obftruA the 
pafiage of the chyle into the mafs 
of blood. 

Some fuppofe the earthy powders 
capable (without the concurrence 
of any acid) of palling the la&eals 
along with the chyle; and al¬ 
ledge, in fupport of this opinion, 
that when triturated with water, 
they are in part taken up, and 
carried with it through a filter of 
paper; the filtrated liquor leav¬ 
ing, upon evaporation* a portion of 
whitifh earthy matter. This expe¬ 
riment (allowing the confequence 
to be juftly drawn from it) is itfelf 
erroneous : the refiduum proceeds 
from the earth naturally contained 
in the water, not from that em¬ 
ployed in the experiment; for if 
pure diftilled water be made ufe of, 
it will leave no refiduum, though 
long triturated, or digefted with 
the earth. 

All thefe bodies, particularly 
thofe of the animal kind, contain, 
F a 
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befides their purely alkaline earth, 
a portion of glutinous matter. An 
inftance of this we have in crabs’ 
eyes. If thefe be macerated in the 
weaker acids, or the ftronger fuf- 
ficiently diluted with water, the 
earthy part will be diffolved, and 
the animal glue remain in form of 
a foft tranfparent mucilage. The 
glutinous fubftance increafes their 
tendency to concrete in the ftomach; 
and, hence, thofe which contain 
leaft thereof fliould be preferred to 
the others. The mineral earths 
contain the leaft of this kind of 
matter, and fome of them are very 
eafy of folution; chalk, for in¬ 
ftance, which may therefore be 
given with greater fafety than the 
animal abforbents. Thefe fub- 
ftances, diverted of their conglu- 
tinating matter by means of tire, 
are reduced into acrimonious cal¬ 
ces or limes, and thus become me¬ 
dicines of a different clafs. 


The teeth, bones, hoofs, and 
horns of animals, con lift of the fame 
principles with the animal abfor¬ 
bents above-mentioned, but com¬ 
bined in different proportions: the 
quantity of gelatinous matter is fa 
large, as to defend the earthy part 
from the a<ftion of weak acids; 
while the earth, in its turn, pro¬ 
tects the gluten from being eafily 
diffolved by watery liquors. Hence 
thefe bodies in their crude ftate, 
though recommended as poffefling 
lingular virtues, are not found to 
have any virtue at all. 

Experiments have been made 
for determining the degree of fa¬ 
llibility, or comparative ftrength, 
of thefe earths; the principal of 
which are arranged in the two 
following tables, one taken from 
Langius, and the other from Horn' 
berg. 


Table of the quantity of acid dejiroyed by different abforbents . 


Ten grains 
of 


f Some kinds of Limeftones ” 


"x6o'l 

Oyfter Shells 


120 

Chalk 


IOO 

Shells of Garden Snails 

O 

ICO 

Calcined Cray Filh 

>> 

IOO 

Pearl 

h3 

8o 

Tooth of the Sea Horfe 

‘o 

CS 

So 

*( Volatile Salts 


8o> 

1 Fixt Salts 


6o I 

1 Coral, red and white 

<U 

6o | 

\ Crabs’ Eyes 

o 

V-, 

5° 

.Egg Shells 

c: 

<L> 

5° 

Mother of Pearl 

^3 

5° 

Crabs’ Claws 


4° 

_Jaw-bone of the Pikc-ftfli 


l 3°J 


drops of 
Spirit of Salt- 










art JT 


THE MATERIA MEDICA. 


69 


^ahle of the quantity of ahforbent earths foluble in acids . 


576 grains of 


Spirit of Salt < “ aru 
diffolved, of ^ CoraI 


f Crabs’Eyes - 
Mother of Pearl 
Pearls 

Oyfter Shells 
Hardhorn 


576 grains of 

dSiolved^f^ 


Oriental Bezoar 
Occidental Bezoar 
Quick Lime - 

k Slacked Lime 

f Crabs' Eyes - 
Mother of Pearl 
Pearls, - 

Oyfter Shells - 
Hartfhorn 


grams. 

216 
144 
128 
1 56 
165 
x8o 
ji8 
123 
199 
193 

297 

202 

219 

236 

*34 

233 

108 

*44 

180 

216 


Oriental Bezoar 
Occidental Bezoar 
Quick Lime - 
k Slacked Lime 

c |J^efe experiments do not fuffi- of thefe abforbents. Trial fhould 
bvti 7afccrtsdnthe P°int intended have been made with the mild 
titv f 1 * 1 * t ^ ie ^ et » t ^ ie qtian- vegetable acids, as the juices of 
te / ?*" a cid is too vague and inde- certain fruits, four fermented li- 
t^'^d : in the fecond, we are not 
fg^r^hether the acid was perfectly 

^ad 
from 


grated; and, in both, the acids 
e ufe of were fo very different 
to 1 ? n y that can be fuppofed ever 
in the human body, that 
With Can concluded from them, 
re gard to the medical effects 


quors; or rather with four milk. 
Neverthelefs, thefe tables, though 
not fo perfect: as could be wifh- 
ed, have their ufe in the hands 
of fuch as can make proper al¬ 
lowances. (See the Experimen¬ 
tal Hiftory of the materia medica, 
under Acid Spirits. 

Earths not dissoluble in acids, or other liquors. 

The earths of this kind may be ranged in two clafles; 

CLASS J T 

&M'd cryjlalline earths: as the ruby, garnet, emeralds, 
^tpphire, hyacinth, and other precious {tones j cryftal, 
flint, &c. 

T HESE kinds of fubftances of the earlier ages. Some of them 
We re introduced into medi- are ftill preferved in foreign Phar- 
tr'K^’ an( * man y Hbulous virtues at- macopoeias, but they are, at length, 
uted to them, by the fuperftition very juftly expunged from ours. 

F 3 
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CLASS II. 

SOFTER EARTHS; THE TALKY, GYPSEOUS, and ARGIL¬ 
LACEOUS. 


T HE talcs and gypfa have rarely 
been ufed as medicines. Some 
of the former, from their un&uous 
foftnefs and filver hue, ftand re 7 
commended externally as cofme- 
tics; and fome of the latter, on lit¬ 
tle better foundation, internally, as 
aftringents. But they have long 


been defervedly rejeded by the 
judicious pra6fitioners; and there¬ 
fore it will be of no ufe to trouble 
our readers with inveffigating the 
component parts of thefe fub- 
ftances, as they are not calculated 
-to anfwer any pharmaceutical pur- 
pofes. 


Glutinous j 

Vegetable, and Animal Sub/lances, 

CLASS I. - 

VEGETABLE. - , 


PURE GUMS, 

Tr AGACANTH, 

Senica, 

The Gums of Cherry, Plum, 
and other European Trees, 

G UMS and mucilages are gluti¬ 
nous vegetable productions, 
of no particular tape or fmell, folu- 
ble in water, but not in vinous fpi- 
rits, or in oils. They differ from one 
another, only in degree of tenacity : 
the more tenacious are called gums; 
thofe which are lefs fo, mucilages. 
The former naturally exude from 
certain trees and thrubs ; the latter 
are extracted by art. Almoft all 
vegetable fubffances contain fome 


VEGETABLES ABOUNDING 
WITH MUCILAGE : 
Orchis Roots, 

Althaea Root, 

Quince Seeds, &V. 

portion of thefe, which, after the 
refinous part has been extra£ted by 
fpirifc, may be feparated from the re¬ 
maining matter by means of water. 

The general virtues of thefe 
kinds of fubffances are to thicken 
the fluids, and defend the folids 
from them, when grown fliarp <> r 
corrofive. Hence their ufe in ^ 
thin acrimonious ftate of the juices* 
and where the natural mucus of 
the inteftines is abraded. 


CLASS II. 

ANIMAL. 


MOST animal fubffances, the fat 
excepted, contain a vifeous matter, 
in many refpe&s fim'Iarto the fore¬ 
going, and capable of being ex¬ 
tracted by ftrong coction in water. 


Animal glues and jellies have 
the general qualities of the veg e ' 
table gums and mucilages; with 
this difference, that the former a re 
more nutrimental, and apt to r ul1 
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a putrid ftate. Confidered as an acid liquor, and a very fmall 
le fubje&s of chemiftry, the dif- portion of oily matter, confider- 
^rence betwixt them is very great: ably lefs fetid than the former. But 
uofe of the animal kind are changed the moft nutricious part of animal 
) r fire into a volatile alkaline fait fubftances is the finer fluids, which 
ai id a fetid oil; the vegetable into in chemical operations are dilfipated. 

SOFT UNCTUOUS SUBSTANCES. 

CLASS I. 

Infipid Vegetable Oils, and Subfiances abounding with them, as 
Almonds, and the Kernels of moft Fruits; Linfeed, and 
the Medullary Part of fun dry other Seeds. 

CLASS II. 


ANIMAL FATS: AS SPERMACETI. 


U NCTUOUS vegetables unite 
. with water, by trituration, into 
.[Uilky liquor : and give out their 
A upon expreflion. — Thefe kinds 
oils, and animal fats, diffolve 
j. ot m any menftruum except alka¬ 
li 0nes 5 which change their qna- 
and reduce them into a foap, 
f'foluble in water, but more per- 
e '“Hy in vinous fpirits : from this 
impound, the oil may, by a lkil- 
• Edition of acids, be recovered 
11 a purer ftate than before, and 
. e ndered foluble, like eflential oils, 
^ ipifit of wine. 

^ -1 he medical virtues of thefe fub- 
1 Uces are, to obtund acrimonious 
Umpurs, and to foften and relax 


the folids : hence their ufe inter¬ 
nally, in tickling coughs, heat of 
urine, pains and inflammations; 
and, externally, in tenfion and rigi¬ 
dity of particular parts. The milky 
folutions, commonly called emul- 
fions, though much lefs emolli¬ 
ent than the oils themfelves or 
animal fats, have this advantage, 
that they may be given in acute 
or inflammatory diftempers, with¬ 
out danger of the ill confequences 
which the others might fometimes 
produce. Fats and oils, kept in a 
degree of heat no greater than that 
of the human body, foon become 
rancid and acrimonious; while 
emulfions tend rather to grow four. 


ASTRINGENTS. 


Galls, 

Tormentil Root, 
Bistort Root, 

A stringent fubftances are 

diftinguiftied by a rough au- 
” ere ta ftc; and by changing folu- 
i°ns of iron, efpecially thofe made 
u the vitriolic acid, of a dark pur- 
or black colour. 


Balaustines, 

Terra Japonica, 
Acacia, CoV. 

Aftringents yield their virtue^ 
by infufion, both to v^ater and vi¬ 
nous fpirits^ generally in greateft 
perfeftion to the former. Oils ex- 
tra£t nothing from them: nor dp 
they give over any of their virtue 
F 4 
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in diftillation : neverthelefs, their 
aftringency is eonfiderably abated 
by evaporating decoCtions of them 
to the" coniiftence of an extra#; 
and totally deftroyed by long keep¬ 
ing. 

The baedical effeCts of thefe kinds 
of fubftances are, to conftringe the 
fibres, and incrafiate, or lightly 
thicken the juices. Their more 
experienced ufe is in diforders pro¬ 
ceeding from a debility, or flaccid 
itate, of the folids; in haemor¬ 
rhages, from a thinnefs of the blood, 
laxity or rupture of the veflels ; in 
preternatural difcharges of other 
kinds, after the offending matter 
has been duly corrected, or evacu¬ 
ated ; and in external relaxations. 

In fome cafes, they produce the 
effeCts of aperients; the veflels, 


conftringed and flrengthened by 
them, being enabled to protrude 
the circulating juices with greater 
force. 

A good deal of caution is requi- 
fite in the ufe of thefe medicines, 
efpecially thofe of the more power¬ 
ful kind. In plethoric habits, in¬ 
veterate obftruCtions, critical eva¬ 
cuations, and in all kinds of fluxes 
in general, before the morbific mat¬ 
ter has been expelled, or where 
there is any ftriCture or fpafmodic 
contraction of the veflels, aftrin- 
gents prove eminently hurtful. 
Where critical dyfenteries or diar¬ 
rhoeas are reftrained by ftyptics, 
the acrimonious matter, now con¬ 
fined in the inteftines, corrodes or 
inflames them ; and fometimes oc« 
caflons a gangrene of the parts. 


SWEETS. 


SuGAK, 

Honey, 

T HE vegetable fweets are a very 
numerous tribe; almoft every 
plant that has been'examined, dif- 
covering, in fome of its parts, a fac- 
charine juice. The bottoms of flow¬ 
ers, and moft kinds of feeds and 
grain, when they begin to vegetate, 
are remarkably fweet. 

Vegetable fweets are extracted 
both bv water and vinous fpirits; 
moft readily by the former, but in 
greateft perfection by the latter. 
Nothing of their tafte arifes in di- 
ftillation with either of thefe li¬ 
quors : neverthelefs, by long boil¬ 
ing with water they become fome- 
what lefs agreeable; but are not 
much injured by being treated 
in the fame manner with rectified 
fpirit. 

The purer fweets, as fugar, pro¬ 
mote the union of di(tilled oils with 
watery liquors, and prevent the 
feparation of the butyraceous part 
from milk: from this quality, they 


Raisins, 

Llquouice, &V. 

are fuppofed to unite the unCtuous 
part of the food with the animal 
juices. Hence fome have conclud¬ 
ed, that they increafe fat: others, 
that they have a contrary effeCt, by 
preventing the reparation of the 
unCtuous matter, which forms the 
fat, from the blood : and others, 
that they render the juices thicker 
and morp fluggilli, retard the cir¬ 
culation and cuticular excretion, 
and thus bring on a variety of dif¬ 
orders. But fweets have not been 
found to produce any of thefe ef¬ 
fects, in any remarkable degree: 
common experience {hows, that 
their moderate, and even liberal 
ufe, is at leaft innocent; that they 
reconcile, not only to the palate, 
but the ftomach alfo, fubftances 
of themfelves difguftful to both ; 
and thus render falutary what 
would otherwife be injurious t° 
the body. 

The unCtuous and mucilaginous 
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u ' ee ts, as the impure fugars, li- juices of moft fweet fruits, are re- 
Tiorice, &c. have a considerable soarkably relaxingand, if taken 
p f gree of emollient and lubricat- immoderately, occafion diarrhoea: 
ln g virtue. — Thofe, accompanied and dyfenteries, which fometimes 
' Vl th manifeft acid, as in the have proved fatal. 

ACRIDS. 


A CRIDS are fubftances of a copious difcharge of Taliva: and 
penetrating pungency. Ap- fnuffed up the nofe, provoke fneez- 
plied to the (kin, they inflame or ex- ing. 

^cerate it; chewed, they occafion a 

Thefe fubftances, confidered as the fubjefts of pharmacy, may be 
divided into three clafles, 


J ielding their acrimony 


f i. In diftillation with water: as horfe-radifh; 
muftard, fcurvy-grafs, &c. 

2. By infufion only : as the greater celandine, 

pyrethrum, &c. 

3. Neither to infufion nor diftillation: as arum 

» and dracunculus. 


The general effe£fs of acrid me- 
^cines are, to ftimulate the veflels, 
an d diflolve tenacious juices. In 
c °ld leucophlegmatic habits, ftag- 
^tions of the fluids, and, where 
. e contractive power of the folids 
3>J weak, they prove powerful ex¬ 
pectorants, deobftruents, diuretics, 
a . n d emmenagogues; and if the pa- 
^ ,e nt be kept warm, fudorifics. In 
hot bilious conftitutions, plethoric 
J abits, inflammatory diftempers, 
where there is already a degree of 
1 Imitation, where the juices are too 
' lin and acrimonious, or the vif- 
Cera unfound ; thefe ftimulating 
Medicines prove highly prejudicial, 
and never fail to aggravate the 
difeafe. 

Certain acrid fubftances have 
been recommended in dry convul¬ 
se afthmas; of the efficacy of the 


fquill in particular, for the cure of 
this diforder, feveral inftances are 
related it the Commercium Litera- 
rium of Norimberg for the years 
1737 and 1739. Cartheufer thinks, 
that not the afthma itfelf, but a 
particular effedt of it, was removed 
by this medicine. He obferves, 
that, in all afthmas, the free circu- 
culation of the blood through the 
pulmonary veflels is impeded : and 
hence, during every paroxyfm, the 
lungs are in a kind of oederna- 
tous ftate: that if this oedema, 
becoming habitual, remain after the 
fit is over, it is either perpetually 
occafioning frefli ones, or gives rife 
to a dropfy of the breaft: that acrid 
medicines, by removing the oede¬ 
ma, remove what was originally an 
effedt of the afthma, and will be, in 
time, a caufe of its aggravation. 


AROMATICS. 

A romatics are fubftances of the fpiees are purely aromatic, 

of a warm pungent tafte, and as cubebs, pepper, cloves ; fome 
a more or lefs fragrant fmell. Some fubftances have a fvveetnefs mixed 
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with the aromatic matter, as ange¬ 
lica root, anifeed, fennel feed ; 
feme an aftringency, as cinnamon; 
fome a ftrong mucilage, as cafia- 
lignea: fome abitternefs, as orange 
peel. The aromatic matter itfelf, 
contained in different fubje&s, dif¬ 
fers alfo not a little in its pharma¬ 
ceutic properties. It is extracted 
from all by reftified fpirit of wine ; 
from fome in great part, from others 
fcarcely at all, by water. The aro¬ 
matic matter of fome fubjedts, as 
of lemon peel, rifes wholly in di- 
fiillation, both with fpirit and wa¬ 
ter; that of others,- as cinnamon, 
rifes wholly with water, but fcarce¬ 


ly at all with fpirit; while that of 
others, as pepper, is in part left 
behind, after the diftillation of wa¬ 
ter itfelf from the fpice. 

With regard to the general vir¬ 
tues of aromatics, they warm the 
ftomacb, and by degrees the whole 
habit, raife the pulfe, and quicken 
the circulation. In cold languid 
cafes, phlegmatic habits, and a 
weak flaccid date of the folids, they 
fupport the vis vita?, and promote 
the falutary fecretions In hot bi¬ 
lious temperaments, plethoric ha- • 
bits, inflammatory indifpofitions, 
drynefs and ftriefures of the fibres, 
they are generally hurtful. 


BITTERS. 


Gentian Root, 

Hops, 

B ITTERS for the moll part yield 
their virtue both to watery and 
fpirituons menftrua ; fome more 
perfectly to one, and others to the 
other. None of the fubftances of 
this clafs give over any thing con- 
fiderable of their tafte in diltillation, 
either to water or to fpirit; their 
bitternefs remaining entire, and fre¬ 
quently improved, in the extracts. 
Such as are accompanied with fla¬ 
vour, as wormwood, may, by this 
procefs, be reduced into limple fia- 
vourlefs bitters. 

Thefe fubftances participate of 
the virtues of aftringents and aro¬ 
matics. Their general effects are, 
to conftringe the fibres of the fto- 
mach and inteftines, to warm the 
habit, attenuate the' bile and juices 
in the firft paflfageS, and promote 
the natural evacuations, particular¬ 
ly of fweat and urine. In weak- 
nefs of the ftomach, lofs of appe- 


Lesser Centaury, 
Carduus, &c. 

I 

tite, indigeftion, and the like dif- 
orders, proceeding from a laxity* of 
the folids. or cold fluggifh indifpo- 
fition of the juices, thefe kinds of 
medicines do fervice. Where the 
fibres are already too tenfe and 
rigid, where there is any immode¬ 
rate heat or inflammation, bitters 
very fenfibly increafe the diftemper; 
and if their ufe be continued, com- 
munifcate it to the kidneys: hence 
the urine becomes high coloured, 
fmall in quantity, and, at length, 
fupprefled ; a dropfy foon fucceed- 
ing. If the kidneys were before fo 
lax, as to remain now uninjured, 
yet the other vifeera become gra¬ 
dually more and more rigid, and 
a tabes is at length brought on. 

Bitter fubftances deftroy infedts, 
and prevent putrefadlion. Hence 
they are recommended as anthel¬ 
mintic ; and externally as antifep- 
tics. 
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EMETICS AND CATHARTICS 


Hellebore, 

J AL AP, 

Ipecacoanha, 


CoLOCYNTH, 
ScAMMONY, 
Gamboge, & c . 


T HESE fubftances confifl of a to occafion the inconveniences 
refinous part, in which the which they are here intended to 
purgative or emetic quality refides ; prevent, an irritation and inflam¬ 
ed a gummy falin'e one, which afts mation of the bowels. Alkaline 
chief! y as a diuretic. The former falts or foaps have a better effeft; 
ls _ extracted or diffolved by vinous as they difpofe the refin to folution, 
Spirits; the latter by water. No- and promote its operation, 
thing arifes in diftillation from The medicines of this clafs feem 
cither. to aft by liquefying the juices, and 

The acrid refins, exhibited by flimulating the coats of the flomach 
themfelves, tenacioufly adhere to and intellines. If the irritation be 
the coats of the intellines, by their ftrong and fudden, their aftion is 
Simulating power irritate and in- quick and upwards: if flower, 
hame them, and thus produce fun- downwards. Cathartics, given in 
^hy violent diforders. Hoffman re- a liquid form, or in very lenfible 
^ates, that he has fometimes ob- habits, often prove emetic; and 
ferved convulfions, and a paralyfis emetics, where mucus abounds, 
°f both fides, from their ufe. cathartic. They operate more vio- 

Thefe inconveniences may be lently in robuft conflitutions than 
Voided, by previpufly triturating » in thofe of a contrary tempera- 
^hem with fubftances capable of di- rflent: the vefiels being in the for-"" 
v iding their tenacious texture, and mer more tenfe and rigid, and con- 
preventing their adhefion; by thefe fequentlv Iefs capable of bearing an 
means, they become mild and fafe, equal degree of irritation. 

°perate without difturbance, and, The aftion of thefe medicines is 
the fame time, more tffeftually extended beyond the primae vim. 
unfwer the purpofes intended by This appears evident from the in- 
t kem. creafe of the pulfe, which always 

Some have endeavoured to cor- accompanies their operation ; and 
re ft the ill quality of the refinous from the common obfervation of 
purgatives, by the addition of acids children’s being purged by the 
a nd aromatic oils. Acids weaken milk, if the nurfes have taken a 
their power, but have no other ef- cathartic. Some of them, particu- 
f e tt than what a diminution of the larly hellebore, are laid to purge, if 
dofe would equally anfwer. The only, applied externally in ifiiies. 
pungent eflential oils may ferve to Purgatives, even of the more power- 
warm the flomach, make the medi- ful kind, exhibited in fuitable fmall 
cine fit eafier, and thus prevent the dofes, in conjunftion with the 
iiaufea, which fometimes happens ; milder aperients, may be introduced 
but as foon as the refin begins to into the habit, fo as to prove nota- 
e xert itfelf in the intellines, thefe ble deobftruents, diuretics, and 
pds, inflead of correfting, increafe diaphoretics, without afting fen- 
its virulence; being themfelves apt fibly by flool. 

The foregoing obfervations are infer ted, not with any view to a 
method of fimplesj but to give a general idea of the virtues of fuch 
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medicinal fubftances as are poflelTed of the qualities which make the 
objects of the refpeCtive articles. I fhali dwell no longer on general 
reflections, but proceed to an account of each of the fimples feparately. 


ABIE TIS lignum , fummitate. r, 
JPini pice^ vel Pini abietis Lin . 
The filver and the red fir; their 
wood, tops, and cones. 

Thefe are large ever-green trees, 
frequent in the northern climates. 
The firft is faid to be found wild in 
feme parts of England, and the 
fecond on the hills of Scotland. 
From thefe trees, in different parts 
of Germany, the Strafburgh tur¬ 
pentine is extradited, of which here¬ 
after. The wood, and the fruit or 
cones, gathered about the end of 
autumn, abound with refinous mat¬ 
ter, arid yield, in diftillation with 
water, an effential oil, not greatly 
different from that obtained by the 
fame means from turpentine.—The 
wood and tops of the fir trees, on 
account of their refinous juice, are 
fometimes employed in decoCtions 
and diet drinks, for promoting urine 
and Jvieat , purifying the blood and 
juices , and clean[ing and healing in¬ 
ternal ulcerations , particularly thofe 
of the urinary paffages. See the 
article Terebini hina. , 

Med. Virt. diuretic , and dia¬ 
phoretic. 

Pref. DccoFtion. 

ABROTONL MARIS folia: 
Artemifice abrotoni Lin. Spec. 
Plant. Southernwood ; the leaves 

This is a flirubby plant, clothed, 
with very finely divided leaves, of a 
greyifn green colour : the flowers, 
which are very fmalland yellowifh, 
hang downwards, feveral together, 
from the.middle of the branches to 
the top. It is a native of the warm¬ 
er countries ; in this it is cultivated 
in gardens : the leaves fall off every 
winter: the roots and llalks abide 
many years. 

Southernwood has a ftrong, not 


very difagreeable fmell; and a nau- 
feous, pungent, bitter tafte; which 
is totally extracted by rectified fpi- 
rit, lefs perfectly by watery liquors. 
It is recommended as an anthel- 
mintic ; and in void Ieucophleg- 
matic habits, as a flimulant , deter¬ 
gent , aperient , and fudorific. The 
prefent praCtice has almoft entirely 
confined its life to external applica¬ 
tions. The leaves are frequently 
employed in difeutient and amifep- 
tic fomentations ; and have been re¬ 
commended alfo in lotions and un¬ 
guents for cutaneous eruptions , and 
the falling off of the hair. 

Med. Virt. Stimulant; deter¬ 
gent ; aperient , and fudorific. 

Prep. DecoBion , and Tinclure; —» 
Lotion , and Ointment for cutaneous 
eruptions. 

ABROTONI FEMINJE folia : 
Santolince ckamacyparijji Lin. La- 
vendar-cotton ; the leaves. 

This plant is all over white and 
hoary : the leaves are compofed 
of fmall knobs fet in rows along a 
middle rib; the flowers Hand up¬ 
right on the tops of the (talks. It 
is raifed in gardens, flowers in June 
and July, and holds its leaves all 
the winter. 

The abrotonum foemina is fup- 
poied to poffefs the fame virtues 
with the mas ; but in a lefs degree. 
For external purpofes, the medi¬ 
cal difference betwixt them is not 
very great. — The abrotonum fGe¬ 
mma is recommended by fome- in 
hyjleric and other female complaints : 
it has been cuftomary among the 
common people to ufe a decoCtion 
of i,t in milk againjl worms. 

Med. Virt. Stimulant , deter¬ 
gent , and anthelmintic. 

Prep. DecoBion , and Ointment 
for cutaneous eruptions. 
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ABSINTHII VULGARIS fo. 

* Artemifite abf.ntkii ■ Lin. 
Common v/ormwood; the leaves 
[L. E .] 

The leaves of this fort of worm¬ 
wood are divided into roundifh 
figments, of a dull green colour 
above, and whitifn underneath. It 
grows wild in feveral parts of Eng¬ 
land ; about London large quanti¬ 
ties are cultivated for medicinal ufe: 
tt flowers in June and July ; and, 
after having ripened its feeds, dies 
down to the ground, except a tuft 
°f the lower leaves, which generally 
abides the winter. 

Wormwood is a ftrong bitter: 
and was formerly much ufed as 
fuch, againft weaknefs of the fto- 
mach, and the like, in medicated 
wines and ales. At prefent it is 
rarely employed in thefe inten¬ 
tions, on account of the ill relifli 
and offenfive fmell with which it is 
accompanied. From thefe it may 
be in part freed by keeping, and 
totally by long codtion, the bitter 
remaining entire. An extract, made 
by boiling the leaves in a large 
quantity of water, and evaporating 
the liquor with a ftrong fire, proves 
a bitter fufhciently grateful, with¬ 
out any difguftful flavour. — An 
oil diftilled from this plant [ L . E .] 
and an extraft [£.] are kept in the 
fliops. 

Med. Virt. Stomachic , corrobo- 
ranty anthelmintic. 

Prep. Oil— Extra ft. — Conferv ,— 
ln Common Fomentation — Green 
Oil. 

ABSINTHII MARITIMI fum- 

onuates: Artemifce maritime Lin. 
Sea wormwood, commonly, but 
falfely, called Roman wormwood ; 
the tops [A.] 

The leaves of fea wormwood 
are much fmaller than thofe of the 
common, and hoary on the upper 
fide, as well as the lower; the 
ftalks alfo are hoary all over. It 
grows wild about our fait marfhes, 


and in feveral parts near the fea 
coafts. — In tafte and fmell it is 
weaker and lefs unpleafant than the 
common wormwood. The virtues 
of both are fuppofe'd to be of the 
fame kind, and to differ only in de¬ 
gree. They have both been con¬ 
sidered as fomachic, and corroborant. 
The effential oil of wormwood has 
been given internally, in dofes of 
two or three drops, made into pills 
with crumbs of bread as a vermi¬ 
fuge, with fuccefs; and, on the 
fame account, fometimes applied 
to the abdomen. 

The tops'enter three of our di¬ 
ftilled waters, and give name to a 
conferve [ L . j They are an ingre¬ 
dient alfo in the common fomenta¬ 
tion and green oil [Z,.] 

Med. Virt. and Prep. The fame 
as the former. 

ABSINTHII ROMANI folia: 
Artemi/iae maritime Lin. S. P. 
Roman wormwood ; the leaves and 
tops [£.'| 

This fpecies is very different in 
appearance from the two forego¬ 
ing : it is in all its parts fmaller 
than either; the leaves are divided 
into fine filaments, and hoary on 
the lower fide ; the ftalks, either 
entirely or in part, of a purplifh 
hue. It is a native of the warmer 
countries, and, at prefent, difficult¬ 
ly procurable in this, though as 
hardy and as eafily raifed as any of 
the other forts. Sea wormwood 
has long fupplied its place in the 
markets, and been in general mif- 
taken for it. 

Roman wormwood is lefs un¬ 
grateful than either of the others : 
its fmell is tolerably pleafant: the 
tafte, though manifeftly bitter, 
ficarce difagreeable. It appears 
to be the mod eligible of the 
three as a fomachic ; and is like- 
wife recommended by foipe in 
dropfes. 

Med. Virt. and Pee?. The fame 
as the former. 
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ACACIA [£.] : the infpiflated 
juice of the unripe fruit of a large 
prickly tree. Mimofa nilotica Lin f 

S. P. 

- This juice is brought to us from 
Egypt, in roundifli mafles, wrapt 
up in thin bladders. It is out¬ 
wardly of a deep brown colour, 
inclining to black; inwardly of a 
reddifli or yellowifh brown ; of a 
firm confidence, but not very dry. 
It loon foftens in the mouth, and 
difcovers a rough, not difagreeable 
tafte, which is followed by a fweet- 
ifli relifli. This infpiflated juice 
entirely ailTolves in watery liquors; 
but is fcarce fenfibly a died on by 
rectified fpirit. 

Acacia is a mild aflringent me¬ 
dicine. The Egyptians give it in 
/pitting if blood , in the quantity 
of a dram, diflolved in any conve¬ 
nient liquor; and repeat this dofe 
occafionally : they likewife employ 
it in collyria for flrengthening the 
eyes , and in gargarifms for quin- 
feys. What is ufually fold for the 
Egyptian acacia, is the infpiflated 
juice of unripe floes : this is harder, 
heavier, of a darker colour, and 
fomewhat (harper tafte, than the 
true fort. 

Med. Virt. Ajlringent. 

ACANTHI folia Acanthi fativi 
•cel mollis Nirgilii C. B. Erank- 
urfine; the leaves. 

This is a beautiful plant, grow¬ 
ing naturally in Italy, and other 
warm climates: from its leaves, 
the ancients are faid to have taken 
the idea of their moll beautiful or¬ 
der of architecture. All the parts 
of it have a foft fweetifh tafte, and 
abound with a mucilaginous juice: 
its virtues do not feem to differ 
from thofe-of althaea and other mu¬ 
cilaginous plants. 

ACETObA vulgar is t Acetofa 
pratenfis \L. £.] Common forrel; 
the roots and leaves. 

Sorrel grows wild in fields and 


meadows throughout England. 
The leaves have a reflringent acid 
tafte, without any fmell or parti¬ 
cular flavour. Their medical ef¬ 
fects are, to cool , quench thirfi , and 
promote the urinary difcharge : a de- 
coPiion of them in whey affords an 
ufcful and agreeable drink in febrile 
or inflammatory diforders ; ufed alfo 
againft bilious and fcorbutic acri¬ 
mony, and is recommended by 
Boerhaave to be ufed in the fpring 
as one of the mo ft efficacious aperients 
and detergents. Some kinds of fcur- 
vies have yielded to-the continued 
ufe of this medicine : the Green¬ 
landers, who are very fubjedt to 
this diftemper, are faid to employ, 
with good fuccefs, a mixture of the 
juices of forrel and fcurvvgrafs. 
The only officinal preparation of 
this plant, is an efiential fait from 
the juice of the leaves [£.] 

The roots of forrel have a bitter- 
ifli auftere tafte, without any aci¬ 
dity: they are faid to be deobflruent 
and diuretic ; and have fometimes 
had a place in aperient apozems, 
to which they impart a reddiih co¬ 
lour. 

Med. Virt. Aftringent , anti- 
fcorbutic. 

Prep. An effential Salt for tak¬ 
ing out Spots in Clothes — A De¬ 
ception. 

ACETUM [L. E.] Vinegar: 
an acid produced from fermented 
vinous liquors by a fecond fermen¬ 
tation. See page 5. 

Wine vinegar is confiderably 
purer than that prepared from malt 
liquors; the latter, however acid 
and fine, contains a large portion 
of a vifeous. mucilaginous fub- 
ftance; as is evident from the 
ropinefs and fliminefs to which 
this kind of vinegar is very much 
fubjeft ; the ftronger and more fpi- 
rituous the wine, the better and 
ftronger vinegar it yields. The 
French vinegars are (aid by Geof- 
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J r °y to Saturate above one-thirty- 
^•Ith of their weight of fixt alkaline 
^ a lt, and iorne of them no lefs than 
one-twelfth ; the' belt of the Ger- 
ntan vinegars little more than one- 

fortieth. 

Vinegar is a medicine of excel- 
tent ufe in' all kinds of inflammatory 
a,la putrid di[orders, either internal 
°r external: in ardent, bilious fevers, 
Pflilential , and other malignant dif- 
tempers, it is recommended by Boer- 
haave as one of the mo ft certain fu- 
dorifics. (See the feftion of acids, 
Page 66.) IVeaknefs, fainting, vo- 
if iiting, hyflerical , and hypocmdriacal 
complaints, have been frequently 
relieved by vinegar applied to the 
mouth and nofe, or received into 
the ftomach. It has been ufed in¬ 
ternally in rabies canina; water, 
fweetened with honey, and ftrongly 
medicated with vinegar, is efteern- 
e d an antidote againft vegetable poi- 
J'ons —but fixoa 1 cl be preceded by an 
e metic of antimonium tartarifatum, 
° r vitriolum album.—Diftilled vi- 
ne gar in the quantity of two 
° r three ounces in a day, for a 
continuance, premifed by bleed- 
ln g, is recommended in maniacal 
cafes. 

Med. Virt, Cordial, refrigerant, 
Sudorific, and antifeptic. 

Prep. A diftilled fpirit. 

ACONITUM, [E. L .] Aconi- 
tum Napellus Lin. S. P. Blue 
Wolfsbane. 

This is a perennial plant, having 
many ftaiks anting from one root, 
alternate petiolated leaves divided 
mto five parts, each portion cut 
mto linear fegments; and terminal 
hunches of irregular blue flowers 
' 'vith five petals, many ftamina, and 
three piftils, fucceeded by three 
capfules containing feeds. It is a 
native of various parts of Europe 
and Virginia. It is found alfo in 
the. mountainous parts of Vir¬ 
ginia and Switzerland, and in gar¬ 
dens. 


Blue wolfsbane, when firff ga¬ 
thered, has a Prong fmell, but no 
peculiar tafte : and has long been 
known to be one of the molt viru¬ 
lent of the vegetable poifons. It. 
occafions giddinefs, convulfions, 
violent purgings both upwards and 
downwards, faintings, cold fvveats, 
and even death itfelf. Dr. Stoerck 
was the firft who ventured to intro¬ 
duce it into medicine. His formu¬ 
la was two grains of the infpihat¬ 
ed juice rubbed down with two 
.drams of fugar. Ten grains of 
this was given night and morning, 
and increafed gradually to fix. 
drachms twice a day. But the 
common dofe now is from half a 
grain to four twice a day, or of a 
tinfture made with fix parts of the 
dried leaves to one part fpirits of 
wine—dofe twenty to forty drops; 
and by perfilfing in the ufe of it, 
great relief was obtained in fixed 
rheumatic and arthritic pains, fpina 
vent of a, itch, fcirrhous tumours, vene¬ 
real nodes, anchylofes, amaurofls, 
and other fimilar complaints; in¬ 
termitting fevers , convulfive difir- 
ders. 

Med. Virt. Narcotic. 

Prep. Powder — line}are — Ex~ 
trait. 

AD 1 ANTHI DERI feu capilli 
Veneris folia Lin. True maiden¬ 
hair ; the leaves. 

This is a low evergreen herb, 
and one of thofe which, from the 
llendernefs of their llalk, are called 
capillary. It is a native of Italy, 
and the fouthern parts of France; 
whence the leaves are fometimes 
brought to us. Thefe have an 
agreeable, but very weak fmell; 
and a mucilaginous fomevvhat 
roughilh tafte, which they readily 
impart to boiling water. 

Maidenhair has been greatly ce¬ 
lebrated in diforders of the brcafl, 
proceeding from a thinnefs and acri¬ 
mony of the juices; and lihewife for 
opening obftruilions of the vifeera, and 
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ffomoting the expectoration of tough 
phlegm. But modern practice pays 
little regard to it; nor is it often 
to be met with in the {hops ; the 
TRICHOMAKES, or Englifi maid¬ 
en-hair, whicn is of the fame 
quality, generally fupplying its 
place. 

Med. Virt. Attenuating , ape¬ 
rient. 

Prep. DecoCIion. — Tnfvfon with 
liquorice, and fweetened — drank 
as tea. 

ALRUGO [ L. £.] Verdegris.- 
This is a preparation of copper, 
made chiefly at Montpellier in 
France, by ftratifying copper-plates 
with grape {talks that have been 
impregnated with a fermented ve¬ 
getable acid. In a few days, the 
plates are found covered with a 
pale-green downy matter, which 
is fcraped off from the copper and 
the procefs again repeated. 

Verdegris, as it comes to us, is 
generally mingled with {talks of the 
grape; thefe may be feparated, in 
pulverifation, by difcontinuing the 
operation, as foon as what remains 
feems to be almoft entirely com- 
pofed of them. 

Verdegris is rarely or never ufed 
internally. Some writers greatly 
extol it as an emetic , and fay, that 
a grain or two being taken, it afts 
as foon as received into the lto- 
mach; but its ufe has been too 
often followed by dangerous confe- 
quences. (See the article Cu¬ 
prum. )—Verdegris, applied exter¬ 
nally, proves a gentle detergent and 
efchar otic, and ferves to take down 
fungous flefi arijing in luqunds, and 
clean fend ulcers. 

Med. Virt. Detergent — efeha- 
rotic. 

Prep. A Honey — Ointment — 
Half am. 

AGALLOCHUM feu lignum 
aloes. Aloes wood. 

There have been different con¬ 


jectures concerning this wood, but 
no fatisfa&ory account of it has 
hitherto appeared. Authors di- 
ftinguifli feveral forts of Agallo- 
chum, moft of which are ftrangers 
to Europe. That which comes to 
us is in little hard ponderous 
pieces, of a yellowifti-brown co¬ 
lour, with feveral black or pur- 
pliih veins. It has a bitterifh aro¬ 
matic tafte: and a fragrant fmell, 
efpecially if reduced to powder, 
or fet on fire. Diftilied with wa¬ 
ter, it affords a very fragrant effen- 
tial oil, but in final] quantity: di- 
gefted in redified fpirit, it yields 
an elegant tin&ure, which lofes 
nothing valuable in being eva¬ 
porated to the confiftence of an 
extrad. 

Agallochum is at prefent of very 
little ufe in medicine, and rarely 
to be met with in the {hops. Ifiit 
could be eafily procured, at leaft 
the better fort of it bids fair to be 
a very ufeful cordial. Hoffman 
greatly recommends, in this inten¬ 
tion, the diftilied oil, and fpirituous 
tindure : and efteems a mixture of 
this latter with tincture of fteel an ex - 
ccllent corroborant. 

AGARICUS: Boletus Pini—-La- 
ricis Lin. Agaric ; a fungus grow¬ 
ing on old larch trees. 

This fungus is an irregular 
fpongy fubftance, extremely light, 
and of a uniform l'nowy whitenefs 
(except the cortical part, which is 
ufually taken off before the agaric 
is brought into the fliops). It cuts 
freely with a knife, without dis¬ 
covering any hardnefs or grittinefs, 
and readily crumbles betwixt the 
fingers into a powder. It has no 
’ remarkable frqell; its tafte is at firft 
fweetifh, but on chewing for a 
little while, proves acrid, bitter, 
and naufeous. 

Agaric was formerly in great 
efteem as a cathartic , but the pre¬ 
fent pradice has almoft entirely 


Part II. 


THE MATERIA MEDICA. 


81 


Ejected its ufe. It operates ex- 
feeding flowly, infomuch that fome 
ave denied it to have any purga- 
” v e virtue at all. Given in fub- 
dnc e, it almoft always occasions 
a naufea, not unfrequently vomit - 
ln Si and fometimes excejfve tor- 
^ina of the bowels ; thefe effefts are 
a bributed to its light farinace- 
°^ s matter adhering to the coats 
°* the inteftines, and producing a 
c °nftant irritation. The beft pre- 
P a >'ation of agaric feem£ to be an 
^ x tra& made with water, in which 
xt alkaline fait has been diffolv- 
d ; or with vinegar or wine ; the 
ar d: is faid by Boulduc, and the 
°ther two by Neumann, to prove 
'•ffeftual and fafe purgatives. Ne- 
V£ tthelefs, this is at beft a precari- 
? l, s medicine, of which we ftand 
J t> no’manner of need. 

Med. Virt. Cathartic. 

Prep a r. Aqueous Extrabl — not 
d° v v in ufe. 

AGARICUS. Boletus igniarius 
y 1 - [E.j Female agaric, or agaric 
the oak; called, from its being 
Ver y cafily inflammable, touchwood, 
0r fyunk. 

.This fungus is frequently met 
T J th, on different kinds of trees, 
V 1 England; and is faid to have 
fometimes brought into the 
hop s mixt w ith the true agaric of 
L e larch. From this it is eatily di- 
, ln g«i(hable by its greater weight, 
.dfl^y colour, and mucilaginous 
^Ite, void of bitternefs. The me- 
l Ulary p ar t 0 f this fungus, beaten 
^ *t, and applied externally, has 
e en greatly celebrated as a fiypt'ic , 
n d faid to refrain not only venal but 
ferial haemorrhages, without the 
‘ e of ligatures. It does not ap- 
t eai *» however, to have any real 
- v ptic power, or to adt any other- 
r lie than dry lint, fponge, or other 
0 ‘ t fungous applications. 

Med. Virt. Styptic. 

Prepar. Pieces applied exter- 


AG RI MO N 1 Ad folia .* agrimonia 
eupatoria —Agrimony; the leaves. 
Lin. 

This is a common plant in hedges, 
and the borders of fields. The leaves' 
have an herbaceous, fomewhat a- 
crid, roughifh tafte, accompanied 
with an aromatic flavour. Agri¬ 
mony is faid to be aperient , detergent, 
and to frengthcn the tone of the vif~ 
cera: hence it is recommended in 
fcorbutic dforders , in debility and 
laxity of the inteftines , See. Digefted 
in whey, it affords an ufeful diet- 
drink for the fpring feafon, not 
ungrateful to the palate or ftomach. 

Med. Virt., Attenuant and 
tonic. 

Prepar. Infufed in whey, it 
forms a diet-drink ufed by fome in 
fpring. 

JLCE./E folia: malvse verbe- 
nacte. Vervain mallow; the leaves. 

.This is eafily diftinguiftiable 
from the common and marfli mal¬ 
low, by its leaves being jagged or 
cut in about the edges. It grows 
in hedges, and flowers the greateft 
part of the fu miner. Alee a agrees in 
quality with the althaea and 
maiva vulgaris; but appears to 
be lefs mucilaginous than either. 

A L CHI MIL L SE folia: Alchi- 
mtllce vulgaris, Lin. Lady’s mantle; 
the leaves. 

Tins grows wild- in many parts 
of England, but is rarely met with 
about London. The leaves feein 
as if plaited or folded together, fo 
as to have given occaflon to the 
Englifh name of the plant. The 
leaves of alchimiila difeover to the 
tafte a moderate aftringency, and 
were formerly much efteemed in 
fome female weaknejfes , and in fluxes 
of the belly. They are now rarely 
made ufe of; though both the 
leaves and roots might , doubtlefs , be 
of fervice in cafes where mild aflrin- 
gents are requit cd. 

Med. Virt. Af r ingen t, 

G 
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ALKEKENGI feu halicacabi 
fruttus: Alkekengi Ph falls, Lin. 
Winter cherry : the fruit. 

This is a low, branched lliriib, 
bearing leaves like thofe of night- 
ihade ; with white flowers, which 
Hand Angle at the points. The 
flower cup changes into a mem¬ 
branous cover, which at length 
burfts, and difcovers a fruit of a 
fine red colour, about the fize of a 
common cherry. The fruit ripens 
in Odtober, and continues frequent¬ 
ly to the middle of December. 
This plant grows wild in fome 
parts of France, Germany, &c. 
The beauty and latenefs of its fruit 
have gained it a place in our gar¬ 
dens. 

Winter cherries are Paid by mod 
writers to be extremely bitter: but, 
as Haller juftly nbferves, the cher¬ 
ry itfelf, if carefully freed from the 
cover (which is very bitter and 
pungent , has merely a fubacid 
tafle. They ftand highly recom¬ 
mended as detergent, aperient, diu¬ 
retic, and for expelling gravel: four, 
five, or more of the cherries are 
directed for a dofe, or an ounce 
of the exprefled juice. Mr. Ray 
tells us of a gouty perfon who was 
cured and kept free from returns 
of his diforder, by taking eight of 
thefe cherries at each change of 
the moon; thefe occafioned a co¬ 
pious difeharge of extremely feetid 
urine. 

Mjsd. Virt. Aperient, and diu¬ 
retic. 

P R e P a R . Dried and powdered.— 
Infpijfated juice. 

ALLIARIjE folia . Eryfimi al- 
liaria , Lin. Sauce alone, or jack 
by the hedge ; the leaves. 

This is common in hedges and 
fhady wade places, flowering in 
May and June. The leaves have 
a bitterifh acrid tafle, and, when 
rubbed betwixt the fingers, a ftrong 
fmell, approaching to that of gar- 
lick, They are recommended in¬ 


ternally as fudorifics and deobjlru - 
ents , fomewhat of the nature of 
garlicky but much milder; and ex¬ 
ternally as antfeptics in gangrenes and 
cancerous ulcers. Hildanus ufed to 
gather the herb for thefe laft pur- 
pofes in the fpring, and exoofe it 
for a day to the adtion of a drv air 
in a fhady place; being then com- , 
mitted to the prefs, it yielded a ! 
juice pofleffing the fmell and tafle 1 
of the alliaria: this, he informs us, J 
with a little oil on the furface, keeps j 
in perfection for years; whereas the 
herb in fubftance foon lofes its vir- - 
tue in keeping 

Med. Vxrt. Sudorific — deob- | 
Jlruent. 

ALLIUM: radix Allii fativi —• 
Lin. S. P. Garlick; the roots 
[L £.] 

Thefe roots are of the bulbous 
kind, of an irregularly roundifh 
fhape, with feveral fibres at the 
bottom : each root is compofed of 
a number of lefler bulbs, called 
cloves of garlick, inclofed in one 
Common membranous coat and 
eafilv feparable from one another. 
All the parts of this plant, but 
more efpecially the roots, have a 
flrong offenfive fmell, and an a- 
crimonious, almoft cauftic tafle. 
The root applied to the fkin in¬ 
flames, and often exulcerates the 
part. Its fmell is extremely pene¬ 
trating and diffufive; when the 
root is applied to the feet, its feent 
is foon difcoverable in the breath; 
and when taken internally, its 
fmell is communicated to the urine* 
or the matter of an iflue, and 
perfpires through the pores of the 
fkin. I 

This pungent root warms ant 
fimulates the folids , and attenu¬ 
ates tenacious juices. Hence, f 
cold leucophlegmatic habits, im¬ 
proves a powerful expectorant, diu¬ 
retic, and emmenagogue; and if th c 
atient be kept warm, a fudorifi c ' 
n humoural ajlhmas, and catarrhu } 
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*0orders of the Ifeaft, in ft>me fcur- 
oth 5 ^‘ a . tu ^ ent colics, hyftgrical and 
it er f ^^ ea ^ es proceeding from lax- 
in^i ,< r ^kls, and cold fluggifh 
'ipofition of the fluids, it has 
federally good eflfedts : it has like- 
^ 1 e been found Serviceable in fome 
ydtojnc cafes. Sydenham relates, 

‘ at has known the dfopfy 
^ u red by the ufe of gariick alone • 
^commends it chiefly as a warm 
reugfhening medicine in the be- 
S'lining of the difeafe. 
to ^eral ufe of gariick is apt 
t 1 • < ? Caflon head-achs, flatulencies, 

’ febrile heats, inflammatory 
C L^ ern pers, and Sometimes dif- 
r , a f§es of Wood from the haemor- 
^oidal velfels. In hot bilious coll¬ 
ections, where there is already 
deg ree 0 f irritation, where the 

0 1C ? S are to ° an< ^ acr ^ rnon ^ ous j 

lat' 6 v '^ cera unfound ; this ftimu- 
ltl g medicine is manifeftly im- 
°per, and never fails to aegra- 
a ! 5 ,thediflemper. 
thet e.moft commodious form for 
faking of gariick, a medicine to 
is t! P eo P^ e not a little unpleafant, 
j * at of a bolus or pill. Infufions 
al ^ wine, vinegar, and water, 
j t ^ u gh containing the whole of 
to ^ lrtues j are 1° acrimonious, as 
anH 6 Un ^ t f° r general ufe. A Syrup 
*ho ° x y me ^ ‘ n are kept* m l h e 


Gariij.^ j n f u f e{ j j n brandy is a 
c dicine efteemed highly ufeful in 
M Uty affedtions of the ftomach:— 
5 re its operation is intended to 
v,-., 011 ? continued, and the ftomach 
in' •| )ear a dove or two dipped 
c 0l '» an d Swallowed, has been re- 
r nmended as the beft mode of 
^iniftration. 

Vit-u- 1 ck made into an unguent 
^'1, °\' s ’ &c. and applied exter- 
c Q i ^’ ’ s laid to refolve and difeufs 
f 0 tu mours, and has been by 
j;r e greatly efteemed in cutaneous 
ea fes. It has likevvife Sometimes 


been employed as a revellent. Sy¬ 
denham aflures us, that among all 
the fubftances which occafion a de¬ 
rivation or revulfion from the head, 
none operate more powerfully than 
gariick applied to the foies of the 
feet: hence he was led to make 
ufe of it in the confluent final! 
pox : about the eighth day after 
the face began to fwell, the root 
cut in pieces, and tied in a linen 
cloth, was applied to the foies, and 
renewed once a day till all danger 
was over. 

Med. Virt. Stimulant — atte~ 
nuant—difcutient, and diuretic. 

Prep. Syrup.—-Oxymel .— Oint¬ 

ment. — Poultice. 

ALNI VULGARIS folia & 
cortex . Bctula; Alni Lin. The 
leaves and bark of the alder tree. 
Thefe have a bitter ftyptic dif- 
agreeable tafte. The bark is re¬ 
commended by fome in intermittent 
fevers ; and a decoction of it in gar- 
garifms, for inflammations of the tonfls . 

Med. Virt. Afringent. 

Prepar. DecoSlion. —* Leaves 
chopped and heated, efficacious for 
difperfing milk in the breafts. 

ALOE. Aloe is the infpiflated 
juice of certain plants of the fame 
name. The ancients diftinguiftied 
two forts of aloes ; the one was pure 
and of a yellowifh colour, inclining 
to a red, refembling the colour of a 
liver, and, thence, named hepatic', 
the other was full of impurities, 
•and, hence, fuppofed to be only the 
drofs of the better kind. At pre- 
fent, various Sorts are met with in 
the (hops ; which are diftinguiftied 
either from the places, from the 
Species of the plants, or from fome 
differences in the juices themfelves. 
Thefe may be all ranged in three 
claffes : 

(1) Aloe Socotorina [L. E .] 
Socotorine aloes, brought from the 
ifland Socotora in the Indian ocean, 
wrapt in fkins; it is obtained from 
G 2 
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the aloe Succotorina anguflifolia fpi- 
nofa , flare purpurea Bryen. & Com- 
melin, Varjetas aloes perfoliata , Lin, 
■—This fort is the pureft of the 
three; it is of a glofly furface, 
clear, and in fome degree pellucid ; 
in the lump, of a yellowilli red co¬ 
lour, with a purple call; when re¬ 
duced to powder, of a bright golden 
colour. It is hard and friable in 
the winter, fomewhat pliable in 
fummer, and grows foft betwixt the 
fingers. Its tafte is bitter, accom¬ 
panied with an aromatic flavour, 
but infufficient to prevent its being 
difagreeable; the fmell is not very 
unpleafant, and fomewhat refem- 
bles that of myrrh. 

(2) Aloe hepatica [.£.] — 
Barbadenfls [L.] — dloe perfoliata 
Lin. Hepatic, Barbadoes, or com¬ 
mon aloes; the juice of the Aloe 
C, B. aloe vera vulgaris Mounting .— 
Hepatic aloes is not fo clear and 
bright as the foregoing fort; it is 
alfo of a darker colour, more Com¬ 
paq texture, and for the moll part 
drier. Its fmell is much ftronger 
and more difagreeable: the tafte 
intenfely bitter and naufeous, with 
little or nothing of the fine aro¬ 
matic flavour of the Socotorine.—• 
The bell hepatic aloes comes from 
Barbadoes, in large gourd {hells; 
an inferior fort of it {which is ge¬ 
nerally foft and clammy) is brought 
over in calks. 

(3) Aloe caballina. Fetid, 
caballine, or horfe aloes; the pro¬ 
duce of the aloe Guineenfls caballina 
•vulgar i fimihs fed tot a maculata 
Commelin. —This fort is eafiiy di- 
Einguiflied from both the foregoing, 
by its ftrong rank fmell; although, 
.in other refpecb, it agrees pretty 
much with the hepatic, and is not 
infrequently fold in its flead. 
Sometimes the caballine aloes is 
prepared fo pure and bright, as 
not to be diftinguifliable by the 
eye, even from the Socotorine; 
but its offenfive fmell, of which 


it cannot he diverted, readily be¬ 
trays it. 

All the forts of aloes diflolve in 
pure fpfirit, proof fpirit, and proof 
fpirit diluted with half its weight 
of water; the impurities only be¬ 
ing left. They diflolve alfo by the 
afliftance of heat in water alone; 
but as the liquor grows cold, the 
refinous part fubfides, the gummy 
remaining united with the water. 
The hepatic aloes is found to con¬ 
tain more refin, and lefs gum, than 
the Socotorine, and this than the 
caballine. The refins of all the 
forts, purified by fpirit of wine, 
have little fmell; that obtained 
from the Socotorine has fcarce any 
perceptible tafte; that from the 
hepatic, a flight bitterifh relifh, and 
the refin of the caballine, a little 
more of the aloetic flavour. The 
gummy extracts of all the forts are 
lefs difagreeable than the crude 
aloes: the extraft of Socotorine 
aloes has very little fmell, and is 
in tafte not unpleafant; that of the 
hepatic has a fomewhat ftronger 
fmell, but is rather more agree¬ 
able in tafte than the extract of 
the Socotorine : the gum of the ea- 
balline retains a confiderable {hate 
of the peculiar rank fmell of this 
fort of aloes, but its tafte is ncd 
much more unpleafant than that of 
the extracts made from the two 
other forts, 

Aloes^is a ftimulating cathartic 
bitter: if given in fo large a dofe 
as to purge effeftually, it often oc- 
cafions an irritation about the atui s > 
and fometimes a difcharge of blood- 
Small dofes of it frequently repeated 
net only cleavfe the prim a via, bid 
like wife attenuate and dijfolve viflfl 
juices in the remoter parts , id arm m 
habit , quicken the circulation , and pf 0 '. 
mote the uterine and hamorrhoid^ 
fluxes. This medicine is partic 11 ' 
larly ferviceable to perfons of 
phlegmatic temperament and fedent#/ 
life } and where the Jlomach i* 
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f r {ffed and weakened: in dry bili- 
? Us habits, aloes prove injurious, 
moderately heating the blood, 
n d inflaming the bowels, 
r .he juice is likewife, on account 
its bitternefs, fuppofed to kill 
either taken internally, or 
Pplied in plafter to the umbilical 
; e b l0n * It is alfo celebrated for 
graining external liamorrhages , and 
an Jlng and healing wounds and 


j 1 he ancients gave aloes in much 
ar § er dofes than is cuftomary at 
P re fent. Diofcorides orders half a 
ra m ora dram for gently loofening 
• e belly : and three drams when 
^tended to have the full efifeft of 
r Ca thartic. But modern practice 
, re ly exceeds a fcruple, and limits 
^ le greateft dofe to two fcruples. 
07 _ the common purposes of this 
€ dicine , ten or twelve grams fuf- 
•* taken in thefe or lefs quanti- 
es j it afts as a gentle Simulating 
j^°P r °tic, capable of removing, 
„ 1 continued, very obftinate 

0 b «ruaions. 

Aloes in doles of a few grains is 
9 S^honally mixed into pills, with 
n trd, or equal parts, of fome fa- 
P°naceous or refolvent body, fuch 
p e *traft of liquorice, and gentian, 
d a P° albus, or the like; and is fel- 
given in large dofes, or to hot 
\v l0 /l s habits : it is a (low, but fure- 
t ? r ‘^ ln g purge, and is generally 
,, ? n a t bed time, feldom operating 
.the next day. Aloes, particu- 
v ln > its operation, affefts the rec- 
jj 1 ; its preparations are on that 
la C ° Unt Sometimes employed in 
j r S er dofes, to produce the bleed- 
f a S .piles, when they have been 
.ddenly and injurionfly fuppreffed. 
S P art icular purpofes for which 
5 different preparations are ad- 
1 mtlfered will be given under their 
fel Peftive heads. 

Sorue are of opinion, that the 
H’rgative virtue of aloes refides 
l -tnely in its refin; but experience 
a;> hiewn, that the pure refin has 


little or no purgative quality; and 
that the gummy part, feparated from 
therefinous, a As more powerfully 
than crude aloes. If the aloes, in¬ 
deed, be made to undergo long coc- 
tion in the preparation of the gum¬ 
my extract, its cathartic power will 
be confiderably lefiened, not from 
the reparation of the refin, but from 
an alteration made in the juice 
itfelf by the heat. The ftrongeft 
vegetable cathartics become mild 
by a like treatment, without any re¬ 
markable reparation of their parts. 

Socotorine aloes, as already ob- 
ferved, contains more gummy mat¬ 
ter than the hepatic; and hence it 
is likewife found to purge more, 
and with greater irritation. The 
former fort, therefore, is mod pro¬ 
per where a ftimulus is required, 
as for promoting or exciting the 
menftrual flux; while the latter is 
better calculated to aft as a common 
purge. It is fuppofed that the vul¬ 
nerary and balfamic virtues of this 
juice refide chiefly in the refin ; and 
hence that the hepatic aloes, which 
is mod refinous, is molt ferviceable 
in external application. 

The Edinburgh college divefts 
the hepatic aloes in the tinfl. ben- 
zoini comp, and tindium myrrha et 
aloes , defigned for external ufe; and 
the Socotorine in thofe preparations 
or compofitions which are to be 
taken internally, as the elixir rhai 
c. al. pulvis hi era pier a, pilula alo- 
etica , pilula aloes c. myrrh, pilula 
fomachica , aloes c. colocynth, &;c. 

The London college ufes the So¬ 
cotorine only. In the vinum aloes , 
tinft. aloes , comp, tin ft. benzoes, comp, 
pulv. aloeticus e guaiaco , and the 
• other pills or powders wherein albes 
is an ingredient, the Socotorine 
kind in lubftance is direfted. In 
the pulvis aloeticus , only the pure 
gummy part of the Socotorine aloes 
is employed, the reparation of 
which from the refinous matter is 
given in a diflinft procefs. 

Med. Virt. Cathartic , 
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Prepay. Jnfpijfated juice —in¬ 
gredient in feveral tin&ures and 
pills. 

ALSINES folia. Alfines media , 
Lin. Chickweed ; the leaves. 

This plant was employed by the 
ancients externally againfl eryfipe- 
latous and other inflammatory dif- 
orders. Later times have given it 
internally in hamoptoes , as a reftora- 
tive in atrophies • and conjumptions , 
and likewife as an antepileptic. 
Some recommend for thefe pur- 
pofes the exprefled juice, to be 
taken to the quantity of an ounce; 
others the dried leaves, in the 
dofe of a dram; and others, a 
water diftilled from them. But if 
any real benefit be expcfted from 
aljine , it ought to be ufed fberally 
as food ; though even then, its ef- 
fefts would not, perhaps, be fupe- 
rior to thofe of more approved cur 
Unary herbs. 

M EX). Virt. Refrigerant. 

ALT HALAL folia, radix : Al- 
thaa officinalis , Lin. Mar fit-mal¬ 
lows ; the leaves and root [L. A.] 

This plant grows wild in marlhes, 
and other moift places, in feveral 
parts of England; though fre¬ 
quently cultivated for medicinal 
life in gardens. All the parts of 
it have a flimy tafte, and abound 
with a foft mucilaginous fub- 
flance, which is readily ex traded 
by water; the mucilage of the 
roots appears to be the ftrongeft; 
and, hence, this part is gene¬ 
rally made ufe of in preference to 
the others. 

Tiiis plant has the general vir¬ 
tues of an emollient medicine; and 
proves ferviceable in a thin acrimo¬ 
nious fate of the juices , and 'where 
ths natural mucus of the inteftines 
is abraded. It is chiefly recopi- 
rnended in Jharp defluxions upon thq 
lungs , hoarfenejjis , dyfenter.es , and 
likewife in nephritic and calculous 
complaints', and is given in decoc¬ 
tion and iafufion, with pearl bar¬ 


ley, and liquorice root, and with 
gum for the relief of dyfury and 
nephritic complaints. Not, as fome 
have fuppofed, that this medicine 
has any peculiar power of diflolving 
or expelling the calculus; but as, 
by lubricating and relaxing the vef- 
fels, it procures a more free and 
eaiy palfage. Althaea root is fome- 
times employed external \y for foft - 
ening and maturating hard tumours : 
chewed, it is faid to give eafe in. 
difficult dentition of children . 

Med. Virt. Emollient. 

P r e p a r . Syrup — Ointment. 
ALUMEN [L. E.] Argilla 
vitriolata. Alum. 

Alum is a fait artificially pro¬ 
duced from certain minerals, by 
calcining and expofing them to the 
air ; after which the alum is elixat- 
ed by means of water. The largeft 
quantities are prepared in England, 
Germany, and Italy. 

This fait is of a white or pale 
red colour, of an auftere llyptic 
tafte, accompanied with a naufeous 
fweetiftinefs. It diflolves in about 
twelve times its weight of water; 
and concretes again, upon duly 
evaporating the folution, into fe- 
mifranfparent cryftals of ail ofla- 
gonal figure. Expofed to the fire, 
it eafily melts, bubbles up in blifi* 
ters, emits a copious phlegm, and 
then turns into a light fpongy white 
mafs, confiderably more acrid than 
the alum was at firft: this, urged 
with a ftronger fire, yields a fmall 
quantity of acid ipirit, fimilar to 
that obtained by the fame means 
from vitriol; the part which re¬ 
mains, if the heat has been fuffi- 
ciently intenfe and long continued, 
is an infipid white earth, readily 
foluble in every kind of acid. 

Solutions of alum coagulate milk, 
change the blue colour of vegeta¬ 
ble juices into a red or purple, and 
turn an infufion of galls turbid and 
whitifn. Upon adding fixt alkaline 
falts to thefe folutions, the earth of 
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the alum is precipitated, its acid 


a ^ a ii into a neu- 
la faline concrete fimilar to vitri- 
°iated tartar. 

• Alum is a powerful aftringent: 

* s reckoned particularly fervice- 

. e for refraining haemorrhages, and 
^moderate fecretions from the blood ; 
lI t lefs proper in inteftinal fluxes. 
11 violent haemorrhages , it may be 
£ lv en in dofes of fifteen or twenty 
S la ins, nay even to thirty, and re¬ 
peated every hour or half hour till 
he bleeding abates : in other cafes, 
nialler dofes are more advifeable ; 
ar ge ones being apt to naufeate the 
tomach, and occafion violent con¬ 
stipations of the bowels. It is beft 
ex hibited with dragon’s blood, or 
k ino, gum arabic, fpermaceti, 
? r opium. It is ufed alfo externally, 
1,1 aftringent and repellent lotions, 
8 a >'gles, and collyria. From three to 
grains of alum and canella alba 
about one dram of Peruvian 
^ ar k, taken three or four times a 
da y, have prevented the return of 
°hftinate intermittents. 

The alumen uftum is no other 
than the alum dried by fire, or 
freed from the watery moifture, 
^'hich, like other falts, it always re- 
| a lns in its cryftalline form. By this 
frfs of its water it becomes (harper, 
*° a s to a< 5 tas a flight efcharotic In 
r his fiate it has been given in dofes 
°h a fcruple as a laxative in colic. 

Med. Virt. Strongly aftringent . 

_ Erepar. Styptic powder — Siyp- 
tlc Water-whey—Coagulum , &C. 

4 MB RAG RISE A. Ambra am- 
vro/iaca, Lin. 

Ambergris is a bituminous fub- 
ftance, of a greyifh or aflt colour, 
jutermingied with yellovvifli and 
P'ackifh fpecks or veins: it is ufu- 
a llv met with in little opake rugged 
^afles, very light, of a loofe tex- 
* l,re > friable in a certain degree 
like wax; they break rough and 
Uneven, and not unfrequently con- 
lain pieces of fhells, bones of fifties, 


s 7 

and other like matters. This con¬ 
crete is found floating on the fur- 
face of the fea, or thrown out upon 
the (bores; the greateft quantities 
are met with in the Indian ocean ; 
pieces have likewiie been now and 
tiien diicovered in our own and 
other northern leas. It has been 
fuppofed to be an animal produft, 
from being fo frequently found in 
the belly of the phyfeter macroce- 
phalUs. 

Pure ambergris foftens betwixt 
the fingers ; melts in a lmall degree 
of heat into the appearance of oil, 
and in a ftronger heat proves al- 
moft totally volatile. Warmed a 
little, it emits a peculiar fragra'nt 
fmeil; fet on fire, it fmells like 
burning amber. It diftblves. though 
,difficultly, in fpirit of wine, and 
eflential oils; but not in exprefled 
oils or in water. 

Ambergris is in general the moft 
agreeable of the perfumes, and 
rarely accompanied with the incon- 
veniencies which other fubftances 
of this clafs frequently occafion. 
It is looked upon as an high cordial , 
and ejfteemed of great fervice in 
all diforders of the head , and in 
nervous complaints. A folution of 
it in a fpirit diftilled from rofes, 
(lands recommended by HoflPman, 
as one of the mof efficacious corrobo¬ 
rants of the nervous fyftem. The 
Orientals entertain an high opinion 
of the aphrodijiac virtues of this 
concrete; and likewiie fuppofe that 
the frequent ufe of it conduces to 
long life. 

Med.'Virt. Cordial. 

P r E P a R . Tin A tire or effience. 

AMMEOS. VERT femen , Sifonis 
Ammeos, Lin. The feeds of the true 
ammi or bifliopfweed, brought from 
Egypt. 

Tbefe are fmall ftriated feeds, 
of a reddifli brown colour, a warm 
pungent tafte, and a pleafant fmeil 
approaching to that of origanum. 
They are recommended as foma- 
G 4 


83 


THE MATERIA MEDICA. 


Part II. 


clue, carminative , and diuretic : 
but have long been Grangers to 
the {hops. 

Med. Virt. Stimulant. 
AMMONIACUM GUMMI — 
IL. £.] Ammoniacum is a concrete 
gummy refinous juice, brought 
from the Eaft Indies, ufually in 
large mafles, compofed of little 
lumps or tears, of a milky colour, 
but foon changing, upon being ex- 
pofed to the air, of a yellowifh hue. 
We have no certain Account of the 
plant which affords this juice. The 
feeds ufually found among the tears 
refemble thofe of the umbelliferous 
clafs. It has however been {'aid to 
be an.exudation from a fpecies. of 
ferula. Such tears as are large, 
drv, free from little {tones, {teds, 
or other impurities, fttould be pick¬ 
ed out, and preferred for internal 
ufe; the coarfer kind is purified 
by folution and colature, and then 
carefully infpilTating it; unlefs this 
be artfully managed, the gum will 
lofe a confiderable deal of its more 
volatile parts. There is often vend¬ 
ed in the {hops, under the name of 
fh-ained gum ammoniacum, a com- 
pofition of ingredients much infe¬ 
rior in virtue. 

Ammoniacum has a naufeous 
fweet tafte, followed by a bitter 
one;-and a peculiar fmell fome- 
what like that of gaibanum, but 
more grateful; it foftens in the 
mouth, and grows of a whiter co¬ 
lour upon being chewed. Thrown 
upon live coals, it burns away in 
flame : it is in fome meafure folu- 
ble in water and in vinegar, with 
which it a flumes the appearance 
of milk; but the refinous part, 
amounting to about one half, fub- 
iides, on {landing. 

Ammoniacum is an ufeful deoh- 
jirueni; and frequently preferibed 
for opening o/jiruflions of the ab¬ 
dominal vifccra , and in kvferical 
dforders occr.fioned by a deficiency 
of the menftrual evacuations. It 


is likewife fuppofed to deterge the 
pulmonary vejfcls , and proves of 
confiderable fervice in fome kinds 
of aflhnas where the lungs are op- 
prefled by vifeid phlegm; in this 
intention, a folution of gum ammo¬ 
niacum in vinegar of fquilis proves 
a medicine of great efficacy, though 
not a little unpleafant. In long and 
obfiinate colics , proceeding from 
vifeid matter lodged in the intef- 
tines, this gummy refin has pro¬ 
duced happy effedfs, after purges 
and the common carminatives had 
been ufed in vain. Ammoniacum 
is moft commodioufly taken in the 
form of pills : about a ferupie may 
be given every night, or oftener. 
Externally it foftens and ripens 
hard tumours: a folution of it ip 
vinegar hands recommended by 
fome for refolving even fchirrous 
fwellings. A plafter made of am- 
moniacum and fquili vinegar, is 
recommended by fome in white 
fwellings—a dilute folution of the 
fame is likewife rubbed on the parts, 
which are alfo fumigated with the 
fmoke of juniper berries. Notwith- 
ftandingall which, Dr.Culientbinks 
its antifpafmodic power inconfider- 
able, its expeiforant and refolvent 
verv doubtful. 

Med. Virt. Aperient; antifpaf- 
mod.c ; emollient; deobfruent; expec- 
to ? ant. 

Prepar. A Jolution — an ingre¬ 
dient in feveral pe&oral compofi- 
tions, and difeutient plafters. 

AMYGDALA? AM ARAL et 
DULCES. Nucleus amvgdalus 
corhmunis variet. Lin. S. P- 
Sweet and bitter almonds [ L. £•] 
The kernel. 

The almond is a flattifn kernel, 
of a white colour, covered with a 
thin brownifh (kin; of a foft fweet 
tafte; or a difagreeable bitter one. 
The (kins of both forts are unplea¬ 
fant, and covered with an acrid 
powdery fubftance; they are very 
apt to become rancid on keeping, 
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inf a° P re Y ed on by a kind of 
_ * vv |dth eats out the internal 

' ca ying the almond to appear- 
" nCc ead re. To thefe circumftan- 
, re g ai 'd ought to be had in the 
c hojc e of them. 

I he fruit which affords thefe 
^ r nels, is the produce of a tree 
greatly refcmbling the peach, call- 
e< by C B. omygdalus fativa. The 
^- V ? diftinguidies no difference be- 
f WlN;t the trees which produce the 
"-eet and bitter, or betwixt the 
t , er nels themfelves. It is faid that 
0e fame tree lias, by a difference 
tt culture, afforded both. 

hoth forts of almonds yield, on 
® x Preflion, a large quantity of oil, 
u;ch has no fmeli, or any particu- 
ar tafte. This oil feparates like- 
de upon boiling the almonds in 
Uater > and is gradually collected 
f he furface: but, on triturating 
almonds with water, the oil and 
' v . a ter unite together, by the medi- 
a bon of the other matter of the 
e . rrie l, and form an un&uouS 
^dky Ii quor . 

. Sweet almonds are of greater ufe 
food than as medicines: but 
e y are reckoned to afford little 
^'•rifliment, and when eaten in 
! l bftance, are not eafv of digef- 
,0ri > unlefs thoroughly cornmi- 
^Uted. Tfiey are fuppofed, on 
jY count of their foft unci nous qua¬ 
ff ■> to abtund acrimonious juices in 
‘ ls prime? via: peeled fweet al- 
JP°nds, eaten fix or eight at a time, 
■tfletimes give trefent relief in the 
ea rtburn 


hitter almonds have been found 
P°fonous to dogs , and fundry other 
finals; and a water diftilled from 
ueni, when made of a certain de- 
of ftrength, has had like ef- 
f CiS * Neverthelefs, when eaten, 
Uey appear innocent to men, and 
iave been niK unfrequently ufed as 
[Medicines. Boerhaave recommends 
ierr b in fubftance, as diuretics , 


which heat but moderately, and 
which may therefore be ventured 
upon in acute difeafes. 

The oils obtained by expreflion 
from both forts of almonds are in 
their fenfible qualities the fame. 
The general virtues of thefe oils 
are, to blunt acrimonious humours , 
and to [often and relax the folids 
hence their ufe internally , in tickling 
coughs , heat of urine , pains , and in- 
f animations; and, externally, in ten - 
fon and rigidity of particular parts. 

Their common dofe is from half 
an ounce to an ounce, but in fome 
cafes they are given to the quan¬ 
tity of three or four ounces. The 
mod commodious forms for their 
exhibition are in emulfions. 

The milky folutions of almonds 
in watery liquors, commonly called 
emulfions, contain the oil of the 
fubjedff, and participate in fome 
degree of the emollient virtue 
thereof; but have this advantage 
above the pure oil, that they may 
be given in acute or inflammatory 
diforders, without danger of the ill 
effects which the oil might fome- 
times produce; fince emulfions do 
not turn rancid or acrimonious by 
heat, as all the oils of this kind, in 
a little time,.do. Several unftuous 
and refinous fubftances, of them¬ 
felves not mifcible with water, may 
by trituration with almonds be ea- 
fily mixed with them into the form 
of an emulfion; and are thus ex¬ 
cellently fitted for medicinal ufe. 
In this form, camphor and the re¬ 
finous purgatives may be commo- 
dioufly taken. 

Bergius confiders bitter almonds 
as a remedy in intermittent fevers, 
which he thus admiuiffers:—He 
firff diffolves, in a pound of water, 
two drams of foluble tartar, and 
half an ounce of honey: with this 
he forms an emulfion with one 
ounce of bitter almonds, and {trains 
it in the ufual way; of this he gives, 
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during the intermiflion, a pound 
or two every day, and thus pre¬ 
vents the recurrence of the par- 
oxyfm; he acknowledges, though, 
that certain fevers have refilled 
this remedy, and obliged him to 
have recourfe to the.bark; but even 
then he mixes with it the bitter 
emulfion. But he alfo fays, inter¬ 
mittent fevers have yielded to the 
bitter emulfion alone, after they 
had entirely refilled the bark. 

Med. Virt. Relaxing. 

Prepar. ExpreJJed oil.—Emul• 
fon. 

Though the bitter almond with 
the lkin is faid to have other more 
adive properties, as above ex¬ 
plained. 

AN ACAR DI A. Avicennia to- 
mentofu , Lin. Anacardium, or Ma¬ 
lacca bean. 

This is the fruit of a tree grow¬ 
ing in Mnlabar and other parts of 
the Eall Indies. It is of a fhining 
bl.xk colour, of the fhape of a heart 
flattened, about an inch long, ter¬ 
minating at one end in an obtufe 
point, and adhering by the other to 
a wrinkled llalk : it contains, with¬ 
in two (hells, a kernel of a fweetifh 
talle : betwixt the (hells is lodged a 
thick and acrid juice. 

But the kernel of anacardium is 
not different in quality from that of 
almonds. The ill effeds attributed 
to this fruit belong only to the 
juice contained betwixt the kernels, 
whofe acrimony is fo great, that it 
is faid to be employed by the In¬ 
dians as a caujlie. This juice is 
recommended externally for tetters , 
freckles , and other cutaneous deformi¬ 
ties ; which it removes only by ex- 
ulcerating or excoriating the part, 
fo that a newlkincomes underneath. 

Med. Virt. Corrofve. 

Prepar. Oil on the out fide. 

But the kernels may be ufed as 
almonds—-the gum as gum arabic. 

ANJGALLIDIS folia. Ana- 


gallidis arvenfs , Lin. Common 
male and female pimpernel; the 
leaves. 

Pimpernel is a low plant, in ap¬ 
pearance refembling chickweed; 
but eafilv diliinguifhable by its 
leaves being fpotted underneath, 
aiid joined immediately to the 
ftalk. The male and female pim¬ 
pernels differ no otherwife than in' 
the coiour of their flowers ; they 
are both found w ld in the fields, 
but the male or red-flowered fort 
is more common. 

Both the pimpernels have an 
herbaceous, roughifii talle, with 
little or no fmell. Many extraor¬ 
dinary virtues have been attributed 
to them. Geoffroy efteems them 
cephalic, fudorific, vulnerary, an- 
timaniacal, antiepileptic, and alex- 
eteriai. Tragus, Cafpar Hoffman, 
Michaeli, and others, are alfo very 
liberal in their praifes; one of thefe 
gentlemen declares, that he has 
known numerous inlfances of the 
fingular efficacy of a decodion and 
tindure of pimpernel, in maniacal 
and melancholic deliria. But later 
praditioners have not been fo hap¬ 
py as to meet with the like fuccefs. 
Pimpernel is not unfrequently taken 
as food; it makes no unpleafant 
falad; and in fome parts of this 
kingdom, is a common pot-herb. 
A fpirituous tindure of it contains 
nothing valuable: the only prepa¬ 
ration that promifes any utility, is 
an extrad made with water ; or the 
exprelfed juice depurated and in- 
fpilfated. 

Me p. Vi rt. Sudorific and nervine. 

Prepar. Extract , or infffated 
juice. 

ANCHIJSiE radix. Anchuf# 
tinilorice, Lin. Alkanet root [ E.] 

Alkanet is a rough hairy plant, 
much refembling th* vipers’ bu- 
glofs : its chief difference from the 
common buglofTes confifts in the 
colour of its roots; the cortical 
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part of which is of a dufky red, and 
]rn Parts an elegant deep red to oils, 
and all unctuous fubftances, 
ut not to watery liquors. This 
Plant is a native of the warmer 
parts of Europe : it is fometimes 
titivated in our gardens; but the 
ETeateft quantities are raifed in 
Germany and France, particular- 
y about Montpelier, whence the 
dried roots are ufuallv imported 
!° us. The alkanet root produced 
* n England is much inferior in co- 
° Ur to that brought from abroad; 
V e Euglifh being only lightly red- 
diHi, the others of a deep purplifn 
re Q t this has induced home to fu- 
^P e d that the foreign roots owe part 
°f their colour to art, but, we think, 
Without fufficient foundation. 

Alkanet root has little or no 
'nnell: when recent, it has a bit- 
te rifh aftringent tafte, but when 
dfitd, fcarce any. As to its virtues, 
*he prefent practice experts not any 
J r °ni it. Its chief ufe is for co¬ 
louring oils, unguents, and plafters. 
As the colour is confined to the cor¬ 
neal part, the frnall roots are beft, 
thefe having proportionably more 
“ark than the large. 

MtD. Virt. Ufcd only for co- 

kuring. 

ANETHI ftmen. Anethi gra\ 
Ve olentis , Lin. Dill feed [L. £.] 

Dill is an umbelliferous plant, 
cultivated in gardens, as well for 
Culinary as medical ufe. The feeds 
are of a pale yellowifii colour, in 
^ape nearly oval, convex on one 
^de, fiat on the other. Their tafte 
ls moderately warm and pungent; 
l heir fmell aromatic, but not of 
bhe moft agreeable kind. Thefe 
feeds are recommended as antifpaf- 
Viodic and carminative , in flatulent 
Colics proceeding from a cold caufe 
Of a vifcidltv of the juices. They 
have been much employed by the 
uurfes in England for colicky com¬ 
plaints of children. The mod effi¬ 
cacious preparations of them are 


the diftilled oil, and a timfhire or 
extract made with rectified fpirit. 

Med. Virt. Carminative. 

Prepar. Diftilled oil — water — 
fpirituous extradl. 

ANGELICAL radix , folia , fe¬ 
rn en. Angelica Archangelicce , Lin. 
Garden angelica; the roots, leaves, 
and feeds [A. A.] 

This is a large umbelliferous 
plant, growing fpontaneoufly in 
the northern climates: for the ufe 
of the fliops, it is cultivated in 
gardens, in the different parts of 
Europe. Bohemia and Spain are 
faid to produce the beft. Ange¬ 
lica roots are apt to grow mouldy, 
and be preyed upon by infedts, 
Unlefs thoroughly dried, kept in 
a dry place, and frequently aired. 
We apprehend that the roots w’hich 
are fubjedt to this inconvenience 
might be preferved, by dipping 
them in boiling fpirit, or exp.ofing 
them to its {team, after they are 
dried. 

All the parts of angelica, efpe- 
cially the roots, have a fragrant 
aromatic fmell; and a pleafant, bit— 
terifli warm tafte, glowing upon 
the lips and palate for a longtime 
after they had been chewed. The 
flavour of the feeds and leaves is 
very perifhable, particularly of the 
latter, which, on being barely dri¬ 
ed, lofe greateft part of their tafte 
and fmell. The roots are more 
tenacious of their flavour, though 
even thofe lofe part of it by keep¬ 
ing. The frefh root, wounded ear¬ 
ly in the fpring, yields an odorous, 
yellow juice, which, flowly exfic- 
cated, proves an elegant gummy 
refin, very rich in the virtues of the 
angelica. On drying the root, this 
juice concretes into diftind mole¬ 
cular, which, on cutting it longitu¬ 
dinally, appear diftributed in little 
veins; in this Bate, they are ex- 
traded by pure fpirit, but not by 
watery liquors. 

Angelica is one of the moll ele- 
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gant aromatics of European growth, 
though little regarded in the prefent 
practice. The root, which is the 
jnoft efficacious part, is rarely met 
with in prefcription, and does not 
enter any officinal compofltion. 
The {talks make a pleafant fweet- 
meat. — As to the medical virtue 
of Angelica, it is confidered only to 
be a mild carminative. 

Mkd. Virt. Aromatic—^Carmi¬ 
native. 

Prep. Sweetmeat. 

ANGU1LLM HEPAR. The 
liver of the eel. 

Boerhaave obferves, that no fi{h 
has a more acrid gali than the eel; 
and fays, that with piils made of 
the gall of the eel and pike, he has 
cured pale rickety children with 
f welled bellies : the gall powerfully 
promoting urine, and occafioning 
the belly to fubfide. 

Med. Virt. Stimulant — Diu¬ 
retic. 

ANGUSPURA CORTEX. An- 
grjlura Bark [£'.] 

This bark, fir It imported in the 
year 1788, was fuppofed to be the 
production of a tree on the coaft of 
Africa; but Dr. Bruce pronounc¬ 
ed it to be the bark of a tree 
named Wocginos , by which he was 
cured of a dvienteiy in Abvffinia ; 
and having brouoht over fome of 
the feeds, and planted them in the 
gardens of Kew, their produft he 
calls Brucea antidysenterica, 

feu FERRUGINEA. 

This bark is a powerful bitter, 
joined with an aroma, not much 
more pungent than cafcarilla, hav¬ 
ing a portion of pure oil, which in 
its nature approaches to camphor ; 
it feems alfo to poffefs a narcotic 
principle; hence differs from the 
cinchona, and has been confidered 
more powerful, both as a tonic and 
antifeptic : the virtues refide more 
in the gummy than refinous ext raft; 
but is ftiil more powerful having 
both diiTolved; which warm water 


effefts, extrafting alfo the oily por¬ 
tion ; hence it is beft prepared by 
infulion. This bark has been em¬ 
ployed in fimilar views with the 
Peruvian bark. In intermittents it 
is not always fuperior ; fometimes 
inferior. In low fevers, and thofe 
of the putrid kind , it has feemed 
more efficacious. In head-aches , 
attended with fever , hut rifng from 
the Jlomach ; in dyfentery and dyf- 
pepjia, it has been of great fervice. 

From various experiments that 
have been made, the Anguftura 
bark feems to claim the higheft 
rank as an antifeptic. 

M e o. Vi R t. Tonic and antifeptic. 

Prep. Extract. 

ANISI femen. Pimpinelite Anife 
Lin. Anife, the feed [L. E.'] 

Anife is an annual umbelliferous 
plant, growing naturally in Crete, 
Syria, and other places of the Eaft. 
It is cultivated in fome parts of 
France, Germany, and Spain, and 
may beraifed alfo in England. The 
feeds brought from Spain, which 
are fmaller than the others, are pre¬ 
ferred. 

Anifeeds have an aromatic fmell, 
and a pleafant warm talfe, accom¬ 
panied with a degree of fweetnefs. 
Water extrafts very little of their 
flavour; reftified fpirit the whole. 

Thefe feeds are in the number 
of the four greater hot feeds : their 
principal ufe is in cold flatulent 
diforders, where tenacious phlegm 
abounds, and in the gripes to 
which young children are fubjeft. 
Frederick Hoffman ftronglv re¬ 
commends them in weaknefs of 
the ftomach, diarrhoea?, and for 
ftrengthening the tone of the vif- 
cera in general; and thinks they 
well deferve the appellation given 
them bv Helmont, intejlinorumfla¬ 
me n. They are certainly carmina¬ 
tive, and have been faid to be ex- 
peftorant, and to increafe the quali¬ 
ty of mirfes’ milk ; which does not 
feem improbable, as-the odour ap- 
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ufelf * a ^ er ta k’ n & 

, "P^ e officinal preparations of 
j e ^ ee ds are an ejfentialoil [ L . £.] 
an « a compound /pint [L. E.] 

IvIed. Vi rt. Aromatic—Tonic— 
arminative . 

Prep. Ejfential oil—Compoundfpi- 
rif s, & c. 

ANTIMONIUM [L. £.] Sul - 
P'Watum. Antimony. 

Antimony is a ponderous brittle 
oiineral, compofed of long {billing 
ifreaks like needles, intermingled 
jyith a dark lead-coloured i’ub- 
ftance; of no manifeft tafte or 
lmell. There are feveral mines 
2 / it in Germany, Hungary, and 
France, and fome likewife in Eng¬ 
land. The Englifh fort feems to 
be, of all the others, the lead pro- 
per for medicinal ufe, as frequently 
Containing a portion of lead. The 
lubftances found mixed with the fo- 
re >S‘n forts are generally of the un- 
^ufible ftony kind, from which the 
a utimony is melted out in vefiels, 
^hofe bottom is perforated with 
Intall holes, and received in coni¬ 
cal moulds. In thefe, the lighter 
a ud more drofly matter arifes to 
the furface, while the more pure 
and ponderous fubfides to the bot¬ 
tom. Hence the upper broad part 
°f the loaves is confiderably lefs 
pure than the lower. 

The goodnefs of antimony is 
judged of from" its weight; from 
the loaves not being fpongv; 
from the largenefs of the ftrise; 
and from the antimony totally 
evaporating in a ftrong fire. 

Antimony was employed by the 
ancients in collyria again ft inflam¬ 
mations ©f the eyes; and for ftain- 
ln g the eyebrows black. Its in¬ 
ternal ufe does not feem to have 
been eftablifhed till towards the 
end of the fifteenth century; and, 
ev en at that time, it was by many 
looked upon as poifonous. But ex¬ 
perience has now fully evinced, 


that pure antimony, in its crude 
ftate, has no noxious quality; that 
fome of the preparations of it are 
medicines of great efficacy ; and 
that though many of them are molt 
violently emetic and cathartic, yet 
even thefe, by a flight alteration or 
addition, lofe their virulence, and 
become mild in their operation. 

This mineral appears, from che¬ 
mical experiments, to confift of a 
metal, united with common ful- 
phur, and feparable in its metallic 
form by the fame means whereby 
other metallic bodies are extracted 
from their ores. 

The pure metal operates, in a 
very minute dofe, with extreme 
vehemence, as a purgative and 
emetic ; when combined with ful- 
phur, as in the crude mineral, its 
power is reftrained ; divefted of the 
inflammable principle which it has 
in common with all perfe&ly me¬ 
tallic bodies, it becomes an indo¬ 
lent calx. There are a great va¬ 
riety of preparations of this mine¬ 
ral, which are formed in different 
ways. 

ift. By fimple pulverization. — 
2d. By the aflion of heat and 
air. — 3d. By the action of fixed 
alkali. — 4th. By melting or de¬ 
flagrating it with nitre.— 5th. By 
the aftion of acids. — All thefe 
operations are performed upon an¬ 
timony in its cruder ftate.-— The 
following are formed from its re- 
•gulus : 

1 ft. By the a&ion of heat and 
air.— 2d. By the action of ni¬ 
tre: — See Black’s Table of An- 
timonial Preparations. But few out 
of the great number are at preferft 
ufed in practice. The chief are 
Fulvis an Limoni ah s ; —— Antimonium 
tartarij'atum ; —. Antimonium vitri- 
ficatum ; — Antimonium prasparatnm ; 
— Vinum antimonii; — J^inum ex 
antimonio tartar fato. However, 
a great variety of others will he 
found in the third part of this 
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work, under the head of Antimo¬ 
nial Preparations. As for the cin¬ 
nabar of antimony, fo called, it 
fcarcely contains any of the metal¬ 
line part; it is chiefly a combina¬ 
tion of quicklilver and fulphur. 

Blit in the various preparations 
of antimony in ufe, the regu- 
line part is either combined with 
an acid, or in a condition to be 
a<ftcd upon by acid in the ftomach ; 
the general effefts of which are, 
producing a diaphorefis, naufea, full 
vomiting and purging, which per¬ 
haps may be' the beft obtained 
by the pulvis antimonii, or an- 
timonium tartarifatum ; the la if 
of which has been faid to be the 
mod eligible, becatife the moft cer¬ 
tain; the aftion of the firft depend¬ 
ing upon the acid contained in the 
ftomach : hence, according to the 
quantity and nature of acid, it may 
be rendered too violent in its ope¬ 
ration, or too inactive. 

Some have aflerted, that antimo- 
nials are moft beneficial in fevers, 
when they do not produce any fen- 
fible evacution, as is faid to be the 
cafe with James’s powder. Some 
therefore prefer this in typhus, 
and tartarifed antimony in fyno- 
chus, in which there is appearance 
at firft of more activity in the fy- 
ftem, and more apparent caufe for 
evacuation. In all cafes, however, 
we fliould be cautious never to be¬ 
gin at firft with full dofes of either 
till we know how the ftomach is 
likely to bear them ; for different 
Conftitutions require different dofes, 
and fometimes the fame conftitu¬ 
tions at different periods. 

Med. Vi rt . Diaphoretic — ca¬ 
thartic — emetic — and caujiic. 

Prep. Antimony prepared — Tar¬ 
tarifed antimony — Glafs of antimony 
— Antimonial wine — Wine of tar¬ 
tarifed antimony — Antimonial pow¬ 
der — and a number of other che¬ 
mical preparations; butthofe fpe- 


cified above are chiefly in ufe —- 
Kermes mineral , and r eg ulus of anti - 
many. 

ARABICUM GUMMI. See 

Gum. Arab. 

ARGENTUM. Silver [L. F.J 

Abundance of virtues have been 
attributed to crude filver by the 
Arabians, and by fome alfo of later 
times, but on very little founda¬ 
tion. This metal, taken in its 
crude ftate, has no effedl in the 
body ; combined with a fmall quan¬ 
tity of the nitrous acid, it proves 
a powerful, though not always a 
fafe, hydragogue; with a larger, 
a ftrong cauftic. The nitrous acid 
is the only one that perfe&ly dif- 
folves this metal: on adding to 
this folution a minute portion of 
marine acid, or fubftances contain¬ 
ing it, the liquor turns milky, and 
the filver falls to the bottom in form 
of a white calx: hence we are fur- 
niflied w ith a method cf difcover- 
ing marine fait in waters, See. See 
the preparations of filver in the 
third part. • 

There are two preparations of this 
metal in the Edinburgh Pharmaco¬ 
poeia — The caufticum lunare, 
and the pilulae lunares; and in the 
London one, argentum nitratum. 
ARGENTUM VIVUM : Hy- 

drargyrus ; Mercurius. Mercury or 
quicklilver [ L. E.~\ 

Mercury is an opake filver-co- 
loured mineral fluid; appearing to 
the eye like tin or lead when melt¬ 
ed : it is heavier than any other 
fluid, and than moft of the metal¬ 
lic bodies: it does not congeal in 
the greateft degree of natural cold 
hitherto known, though fome che- 
mifts have produced this effect: in 
the fire it proves totally volatile. 
This mineral is either met with in 
its fluid form, in the earth, or 
extrafted by art from certain ores. 
There are confiderable mines of it 
in Hungary and Spain ; and what 
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s employed in Britain comes chief- 

7 . from the former of thefe coun¬ 
tries. 

A he ufe of mercury in medicine 
e £jns to have been little known 
e ‘ nfe the fifteenth century. The 
an cients looked upon it as a cor- 
r °five poifon, though, of itfelf, 
Perfectly void of acrimony, tafte, 
2 nd fmell. There are examples of 
having been lodged for years 
lr * cavities both of bones and flefhy 
parts, without its having injured 

affected them. Taken into the 
body in its crude ftate, and. undi¬ 
vided, it paffes through the intef- 
unchanged, and has not been 
A°Und to produce any confiderable 
e ffe£t. It has indeed been recom¬ 
mended in afthmas and diforders of 
lungs; but the virtues attribut¬ 
ed to it in thefe cafes have not 
be en warranted by experience. 

Notwithftanding the mildnefs 
an d inadtivity of crude quickfilver 
V n divided; when refolved by fire 
J nto the form of fume, or otherwife 
divided into very minute particles, 
a nd prevented from re-uniting by 
*he interpofition of proper fubftan- 
ces, ot combined with mineral 
ac icfs, it has very powerful effedts, 
a ffording the molt violent poifons, 
ar »d the mod excellent remedies 
Wdth which we are acquainted. 

/ The mercurial preparations, ei¬ 
ther given internally or introduced 
*nto the habit by external applica¬ 
tion, feem to adf generally as fti- 
A^ulants on the lymphatic fyftern 
Without producing heat, and in- 
c reafe the power of the circulation, 
through even the minuteft, and 
AHoft remote veflels of the body, 
a nd may be fo managed as to pro¬ 
mote excretion through all the 
e mund!ories. Hence their com¬ 
mon ufe in inveterate chronic dif¬ 
orders proceeding from a thicknefs 
and (Uiggifhnefs of the humours, 
and obftinate obflru&ions of the 
e *erttory glands; in fcrophulous 


and cutaneous difeafes ; and in the 
venereal hies. If their power be 
not reftrained, by proper additions, 
to certain emundtories, they tend 
chiefly to affedl the mouth ; and, 
by an eledtive Aim ulus exercifed 
on the faiivary glands, occafion a 
plentiful evacuation from them. 

The good effedls derived from 
mercury depend upon its being 
a general ftimulant of the habit, 
but more particularly of the lym¬ 
phatic fyftern, and a promoter of 
evacuations from all the excretories 
of the human machine; particu¬ 
larly increafing perforation, the 
falival flux, the flow of urine, 
freeing the hepatic fyftern,and other 
vifceral glands, from obftrudlion, 
and quickening the adfion of their 
excretory veflels. 

The falutary effedts of mercuri¬ 
als do not depend on the quantity 
of fenfible evacuation. This me¬ 
dicine may be gradually introduced 
into the habit, fo as, without oc- 
cafioning any remarkable difcharge, 
to be produdlive of very happy ef¬ 
fects. To anfwer this purpoie, it 
fhould be given in very fmall dofes, 
inconjun&ion with fuchfubftances 
as determine its adtion to the kid¬ 
neys or the pores of the fikin. By 
this method inveterate cutaneous 
and venereal diftempers have been 
cured, without any other fenfible 
excretion than a gentle increafe of 
perfpiration or urine. Where there 
ere ulcers in any part, they dif¬ 
charge for fome time a very fetid 
matter, the quantity of which be¬ 
comes gradually Jefs, and at length 
the ulcer kindly heals. If the 
mercury fhould at any time, from 
cold or the like, affedl the mouth, 
it may be reftrained by omitting 
a dofe, and by warmth or fuitabie 
medicines promoting perfpiration. 

There are an immenfe variety of 
preparations of this mineral fluid, 
which may be feen in Dr. Schwe- 
diauepJs Table, arranged accord- 
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ing to Dr. Bergman’s Table of 
Elective Attractions, a great num¬ 
ber of which wiil be found in the 
third part of this work, under the 
head of * Preparations of Mercury.’ 

But there is little doubt of every 
purpofe being anfwered by a very 
few ; which may be divided, with 
a view both externally and inter¬ 
nally, into two dalles, the mild and 
the acrid. Almoft every purpofe 
to be anfwered by the former may 
be accomplished by the unguen- 
tum ex hydrargyro and the piluiae 
hydrargvri of the London and 
Edinburgh Pharmacopoeias ; while 
moil of the effects to be obtained 
by the latter, may be derived from 
the judicious ufe of calomel, hy- 
drargyrus calcinatus, and hydrar- 
gyrus muriaticus. 

The marks of pure mercury are, 
its globules not iofing their fpheri- 
cal figure, when poured on wood ; 
its not communicating a tinge to 
water, or fweetnefs to vinegar when 
rubbed with them ; its evaporating 
entirely in an iron fpoon when over 
the fire; and its having a finning 
appearance, without any pellicle 
on the furface. Mercury is belt 
purified by didillation in an iron 
pot, with a long bent neck, and 
immerfed in vinegar. 

Med.Virt. A general fiimu - 
lant , and moll powerful attenuant. 

Prep. A number of chemical 
preparations, and an ingredient of 
many officinal compofitioiis. 

ARISTOLOCHIA. Birthwort. 
Three roots of this name are di¬ 
rected for medicinal ule. 

( i ) Arijlolochia long a , Lin. 
Long birthwort. This is a tube¬ 
rous root, fometimes about the fize 
of the finger, fometimes as thick 
as a man’s arm, and a foot in length : 
it is nearly of an equal thicknefs all 
over, or a little thicker in the mid¬ 
dle than at the ends : the outfide is 
of a browrtifli colour; the infide 
yellowifli. 


( 2 ) Arijlolochia rotunda. Round 
birthwort. This has fcarce any 
other vifible difference from the 
foregoing than its roundilh fhape. 

(3 ) ARISTOLOCHIA TE¬ 
NUIS, Arijlolochia clematis , Lin . 
[A.] Slender birthwort. ' This is a 
long and flenderroot, rarely exceed¬ 
ing the thicknefs of a goofe quill. 

Thefe roots are the produce of 
Spain, Italy, and the fouthern parts 
of 113006 . Their fmeli is fome- 
what aromatic ; their taile warm 
and bitterifir. Authors in general 
reprefent them as extremely hot and 
pungent : fome fay they are the 
hotted of all the aromatic plants; 
but, as they are ufually met with 
in the fhops, they have no great 
pungency. The long and round 
forts, on being firft chewed, fcarce 
difeover any tafle, but in a little 
time prove naufeoufly bitterilh; the 
long fomewhat .the lead fo. The 
other fort indantly fills the mouth 
with an aromatic bitternefs, which 
is not ungrateful. Their medical 
virtues are, to heat, Jiimulate , at¬ 
tenuate vifeid phlegm, and promote the 
Jluid fecretions in general ; tj^ey are 
principally celebrated in fuppreffions 
of female evacuations. The dofe in 
fubdance is from a fcruple to two 
drams. The long fort is recom¬ 
mended externally for clean fing and 
drying wounds and ulcers, and in 
cutaneous difeafes. 

The whole of thefe are rejected 
from the London Pharmacopoeia, 
and tke tenuis alone retained in that 
of Edinburgh. 

ARSENICUM. [E .] Arfenic. 

Arfenic is contained, in greater 
or lefs quantity, in mod kinds of 
ores, particularly in thofe of tin and 
bifmuth, in the white pyrites, and 
in the mineral called cobalt ; from 
which lad, greated part of the arfe- 
' nic brought to us is extracted by a 
kind of fublimation. The arfenic 
arifesat fird in the,form of greyish 
meal, which, more carefully refub- 
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lirnerl 

rrn( r ’ c ° ncretes into tranfparent 
fll °^ the white arfenic of the 

its^ r ^ n * c ’ Sublimed with one tenth 
of fulphur, unites there- 
f 0 a ] ‘ lto a bright yellow mafs, in 
' e ^ e gree tranfparent ; the corn¬ 
et! n yellow arfenic. On doubling 
PfT ^\ lant 'ty of fulphur, the com- 
p a ^ nd Pl’® ves more opake and com¬ 
fy- ’ °/ a dee P re °l co '- our ? refem- 
fb?,t 0iC cinnabar, but vvith 

its b l ^ ereuce ’ t ^ iat i°^ es i' orn ' °f 

Po e ( ailt y u P°n being reduced into 
itn' V ^ er ’ w ^ii e that of cinnabar is 
the r ° Ved by thefe means: this is 
in C , 0rnrnon r£ d arfenic. By vary- 
fu ? proportions of arfenic and 
f Ur ’ fublimates may be obtain- 
a S rc at variety of fhades of 

M W and r . ed - 

f U [ , atllra l mixtures of arfenic and 
p r ^ lur > rcfembling the foregoing 
are not unfrequently 
red in the earth. The foffil 
Or e 3 ] Cll * c * s the fandaracha of the 

<ke a!’, S* rcal l ar and rifigal of 
y e ]j Arabians. Both the red and 

te X t°' V ’ w b* e n of a fmooth uniform 
tyh Ure > are named %armchs\ and 
le av n c °mpofed of fmall fcales or 
the Pa au, 'ipig men tai or o'rpiments : 
\vfy ^ 316 tbe 0fdy Pnbftances to 
cc Jc ., Cb ^ Greeks gave the name 
or,;— That the zarnichs and 
( Co ^ ents really contain arfenic 
Vt> r ] t ' !ar X to the opinion of fome 
p er - eiS '> is evident from fundrv ex- 
f eri - ents » whereby a perfedi ar- 
obfo-’ a , nd ’ a notable quantity, is 
Pile r na ^ C bom them. The com- 
thep S j- , tbe P re ceding edition of 
fo rP nbur .S h Difpenfatory, there- 
Q,.J Ver y jnftly gave fandaracha 
nr ftn\ U . m a , S a lynonymon to red 
Jdlow * aiU aui 'lplgmentum to the 

a Derf^ U - e ° r W ^i te arfenic has 
taken COrro five tafte; and 

vioi e n 0 th c body proves a moft 
r Befi( lcs the effeefts 

1 ias in common with other 


corrofives, it remarkably attenuates 
the coats of the ftomach, occafions 
a fwelling and fphacelation of the 
whole body, and a fudden putre- 
faaion after death, particularly, as 
is faid, of the genitals in men. 
Where the quantity is fo very fmall 
as not to prove fatal, tremors, pal- 
fies, and lingering heftics fucceed. 
The remedies recommended againft 
this poifon are, milk and oily li¬ 
quors immediately and liberally 
drunk. Some recommend acids as 
an antidote, particularly vinegar; 
others a watery folution of calca¬ 
reous or alkaline hepar fulphuris^ 
which is found to combine with 
arfenic, and deftroys moft of its 
properties. It is faid to be better 
for a little iron in the folution. 
The dry hepar may be alfo made 
into pills, and warm water drank 
after them. Notwithftanding the 
violent effects of arfenic, it has 
been employed both externally and 
internally in the cure of fome dif- 
eafes. Externally in cures of can¬ 
cer, arfenic, in conjunction with 
the powder of the ranunculus 
flammeus, cotula foetida, and ful¬ 
phur, intimately mixed together, 
has'been applied, made into a pafte 
with the white of an egg ; and is 
faid to be precifely the fame re¬ 
medy as that of the famous remedy 
of Pcunket’s. Of four grains of 
the fine white tranfparent cryftal- 
line part of arfenic, diffolved in a 
pint of diftilied water, a folution is 
formed, a table fpoonful of which, 
with the fame quantity of milk and 
fyrup of white poppies, is to be 
taken every morning fafting, and 
nothing is to be tafted for an hour 
afterwards. After a continuance 
for eight days, the quantity is to be- 
gradually increafed and the dofes 
more frequently repeated, till fix. 
table fpoonfuls are taken by an 
adult in the courie of the dav. 

Arfenic in fubftance, to tile ex¬ 
tent of one-eighth part of a grain 
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for a dofc, combined with a little 
flower of fulphur, has been faid to 
be given internally in fome obfti- 
nate cutaneous difeafes, with the 
utmoft efficacy. 

It has alfo been very fuccefsful in 
the cure of intermitten ts; and is fup- 
pofed to have gone under the name 
of the Arfenic Drop, or the taf clefs 
Ague Drop . A compofition, made 
in the following form, may be ad- 
miniftered with the greateft fafety : 
fixty-four grains of arfenic reduced 
to a fine powder, and mixed with 
as much fixed alkaline fait, fhould 
be added to half a pound of diftil- 
led water, in a Florence flalk, 
placed in a fand heat, and gently 
boiled till the arfenic is totally dif- 
folved. When the folution is cold, 
half an ounce of compound fpirit 
of lavender is to be added to it, 
and as much diflilled water as to 
make the whole amount to a pound. 
This folution is to be given in the 
following manner: patients from 
two to four years of age are to take 
from two to four drops ; from five to 
feven, fromfive to fevcn fops; from 
eight to twelve, from fevcn to ten 
drops ; from thirteen to eighteen 
and upwards, may take twelve drops 
at a dofc, in any proper vehicle, 
two or three times a day. — Mr. 
Morvf.au, it is faid, has brought 
arfenic to the ftate of a true neu¬ 
tral fait, readily foluble in water, 
by mixing it with equal quantities 
of nitre, and then fubmitting them 
to a chemical procefs. Mr. Mil- 
nek,- of Cambridge, has alfo pro¬ 
duced an arfenical fait of the fame 
nature, which has been employed 
with great fuccefs in that neigh¬ 
bourhood by feveral practitioners. 

The red and yellow arfenics, 
both native and factitious, have 
little tafte, and are much lefs viru¬ 
lent in their effects than the fore¬ 
going. Sulphur, which reftrains 
the power of mercury and the an- 
timonial metal, remarkably abates 


the virulence of this poifonous mi¬ 
neral alfo. Such of tbefe fubftanc 58 
as participate more largely of fal' 
phur, feem to be almoft innocent 1 
the factitious red arfenic, and th* 
native orpiments, have been given 
to dogs in confiderable quantity* 
without being productive of any 
apparent ill confequences. 

Med. Virt. Corrofive , ton'll 
dcobfruent. 

Prep. Solution, arfenicalfalt, pzfi e ‘ 

ARTEMISliE folia : Artevdfd 
vulgaris , Lin. Mugwort ; the leave s 


W • , 

This plant grows plentifully 
fields, hedges, and wafte places* 
throughout England : and flowed 
in June. In appearance, itfom e ' 
what refembles the common worn 1 ' 
wood : the difference moft obvious 
to the eye is in the flowers, tho^ 
of wormwood hanging downwards* 
while the flowers*of mugwort ftafld 
ereCt. 

The leaves of this plant ha vtf 
a light aromatic fmell, and an bet' 
baceous bitterifh tafte. They 
principally celebrated as uteri 
and antihyfteric: an infufion °‘ 
them is fometimes drank, eith er 
alone, or in conjunction with oth ef 
fubftances, in fuppreffion of 
menftrual evacuations. This rf e ' 
dicine is certainly a very mild 
and confiderably lefs hot than m° 
others to which thefe virtues 
attributed : in fome parts of 
kingdom, mugwort is of cornu 101 * 
ufe as a pot-herb. 

Med. Virt. Antifpafmodic. 

Prep. Infufion. 

ARI radix: arum maculat^l 
Lin. Wake-robin ; the root [L 

This plant grows wild und e 
hedges, and by the fides of 
in moft parts of England. It j 
forth, in March, three or four tr^. 
gular leaves, which are followed - 
a naked ftalk, bearing a p ur P ! . 
piftil inclofed in a long fb eaC ^ 
this is fucceeded, in July, W 
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pla'X* berries. In fome 

bl a ' c ^’. tbe leaves are Spotted with 
othp ’ In °^ ers with white, and in 
f D rs not Spotted at ail; the black 
*hoft ,fr/" 0rt . ’ s fuppofed to be the 
Pref ! , Caci ° US ’ ant ^ hence I s ex ~ 
lea e b1 ^ ^^ re< ^ e d by the London col- 

Wly^ ! be P ar ^ s °f arum, particu- 
Put tbe root ? have an extremely 
roo l^t, acrimonious tafte. If the 
tj nu 5 but lightly chewed, it con- 
ton CS to bum and vellicate- the 
fh C ^° r ^ orne hours, occafioning 
e ^ arne time a confiderable 
vj at thefe fymptoms are alle- 
li Ql e hy butter, milk, or oily 
tini e ° rS : ^ r * e d and kept for fome 
Hi 0n ’ Jt l°les much of its acri- 
anc | becomes at length an al- 
infipid farinaceous fubftance. 
e ro °t is a powerful ftimulant 
Pied ,a - tenuant ‘ ^ rec koned a 
c ach 1C ’ n . e great efficacy irr fome 
We a L. T anc l chlorotic cafes, in 
by a ? ePs the ftomach occasioned 
f Uch ,° ac * °f vifcid phlegm, and in 
from 1 * or ders in general as proceed 
the ^Uggifli indifpofition of 

It o 0 ? lcls a ^d lentor of the fluids. 
Pow' tncreafes the digeftive 

ni u j gi out is alfo an univerfal fti- 

Ufefuj 1 .’ anc ^ has therefore been 
Perien In j lnterrn t ttents * I have ex- 
rh eu Ce . great benefit from it in 
of f } le a ^ !c Pains, particularly thofe 
feat e a a Xt kind, and which were 
giv eil r ee P* In thefe cafes I have 
of tk e T ,T1 ten grains to a fcruple 
dayj n j C . root twice or thrice a 
'vith vf 1 lnto a bolus or emulfion 
^ u hfl'i n nt " Uous an d mucilaginous 
gency ces » which cover its pun- 
a hy ' ’_ an r , prevent its making 
t ° t ’gUe t ' ln t “npreflion on the 
Right l; ,. g ener ally excited a 
*he V lg f en fation through 

Patient 6 bab it, and, when the 
^Uced a 3S . <e P f War m in bed, pro- 
An o ffi - plOUS fweat - 
*-e w ; S ’ s P re P ar ation {lands in 
m Pr°ved Difpenfatciy, in 


which this root is an ingredient, 
in a compound powder; in which 
form, its virtues are very precari¬ 
ous. Some recommend a tindure 
of it drawn with wine ; but neither 
wine, water, nor fpirit, extra# its 
virtues. Conferve of arum has a 
place in the London Difpenfatory. 
The powder, however, of the 
frelh root is the moll adive pre¬ 
paration. 

Med. Virt. Stimulant.. 

Prep. Conferve. 

ASAFCET IDA. Ferula Afa - 
faetida Lin. Afafcetida [L. E.~\ 
the concrete juice of a large um ¬ 
belliferous plant growing in Perfia. 

This juice exudes (from wounds 
made in the root of the plajnt) 
liquid, and white like milk : on 
being expofed to the air, it turns of 
a brownifii colour, and gradually 
acquires different degrees of confif- 
tency. It is brought to us in large 
irregular mafles, compofed of vari¬ 
ous little Aiming lumps or grains, 
which are partly of a whitifh colour, 
partly reddifh, and partly of a vio¬ 
let hue. Thofe mafles are accounted 
the belt which are clear, of a pale 
reddifli colour, and variegated with 
a great number of elegant white 
tears. 

This drug has a ftrong fetid fmell, 
fomewhat like that of garlic ; and 
a bitter, acrid, biting tafte. It 
lofes by age fome of its fmell and 
ftrength, a circumftance to be par¬ 
ticularly regarded in its exhibition. 
It confifls of about one-third part 
of pure refin, and two-thirds of 
gummy matter ; the former foluble 
in redified fpirit, the latter in wa¬ 
ter. Proof fpirit diflolves almoft 
the whole into a turbid liquor ; the 
tindure in rectified fpirit is trans¬ 
parent. 

Afafoetida is the ftrongell of the: 
fetid gums, and of frequent ufe in 
all fpafmodic and convulfive com¬ 
plaints, particularly hyfferic j hy¬ 
pochondriac affedious. apd the 
Hz 
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nervous afrhms, and different kinds 
of nervous complaints; it maybe 
adminiftered in form of pills, wa¬ 
tery folution or timfture. From one 
to two drams of the fubftance dif- 
folved in from four to fix ounces of 
diftilled water have been often ad- 
mi niftered with iuccefs, by wav of 
glvfter in ftrong convulfions. The 
dofe in fubftance may be from ten 
to twenty grains, or more, repeat¬ 
edly. It is likewife of confiderable 
efficacy in flatulent cholics; and 
for promoting all the fluid fecre- 
tions in either fex. The ancients 
attributed to this medicine many 
other virtues, which are at prefent 
not expected from it. 

This gummy refill is an ingre¬ 
dient in the officinal gum pills, 
compound powder of myrrh, fetid 
tinfture, timfture of foot, fetid vo¬ 
latile fpirit [Z,.] and antihyfteric 
plafter [S.] 

Med. Vi ax. Antfpafnodic — 
Anthelmintic. 

Prepar. Concrete juice — tinc¬ 
ture — an ingredient in the gum- 
pill. 

ASAR \ folia. radix : Afari Euro- 
peci Lin. Afarabacca : the roots and 
leaves [L. E:) The London college 
directs only the leaves; the Edin¬ 
burgh both leaves and root. 

Afarum is a very low evergreen 
plant, growing naturally in France, 
.Italy, and other warm countries : 
the dried roots have been generally 
brought from the Levant; thofe of 
our own growth being fuppofed 
weaker. 

Both the roots and leaves have a 
mmfeons, bitter, acrimonious, hot 
tafte ; their fmell is ftrong and not 
very difagreeable. Given in fub¬ 
ftance from half a dram to a dram, 
thev evacuate powerfully both up¬ 
wards and downwards. It is laid, 
that tin&ures made in fpirituous 
menftrua, poffefs both the emetic 
and cathartic virtues of the plant; 
that the extract obtained by infpif- 


fating thefe timftures, afts only by 
vomit, and with great mildnefs: 
that an infufion in water proves 
cathartic, rarely emetic; and that 
aqueous deco£tions made by long 
boiling, and the watery extra<ft» 
have no purgative or emetic qua¬ 
lity, but prove notable diapho¬ 
retics, diuretics, and emmena- 
gogues. 

The principal ufe of this plant, 
among us, is as a fternutatory. The 
root of afarum is perhaps the 
ftrongeft of all the vegetable ef- 
rhines, white hellebore itfelf not 
excepted. Snuffed up the nofe, to 
the quantity of a grain or two, ft 
occafions a large evacuation of 
mucus, and raifes a plentiful {pit¬ 
ting. The leaves are confiderablv 
milder, and n»ay be ufed to th* 
quantity of three, four, or fto e 
grains. GeofFrov relates, tha% af¬ 
ter fnufting up a dofe of this er- 
rhine at night, he has frequently 
obferved the drfeharge from thf 
nofe to continue for three days to¬ 
gether; and that he has known a 
paralyfis of the mouth and tongu® 
cured by one dofe. He recom¬ 
mends this medicine in ftubborrt 
diforders of the head, proceeding 
from vifeid tenacious matter, to 
palfies, and in foporific diftempe rS ' 
The leaves are an ingredient in th* 
pulvis Jlernutatorius , or pulvis affi’ 1 
comp, of the London Pharmaco¬ 
poeia. 

Med. Virt. Errhine — cathtf* 
ti: — emetic. 

Prepar. Pulvis afari comp. 

ASP AR AG I radix : Afparagi ffi' 
tivi C. B. Afparagi officinalis L l7l ‘ 
Afparagus; the root. 

This plant is cultivated in g ar ' 
dens for culinary ufe. The root* 
have a bitterifh mucilaginous taft e * 
inclining to fweetnefs; the fruit b* s 
much the fame kind of tafte ; 
young {hoots are more agreeab 1 '- 
than either. Afparagus prom<to 
appetite, but affords little nourm 1 ' 
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Suppofed diuretic , 


to ^ gives a ftrong ill finell 
e at j , Urine in a little time after 
ly • & a °d, for this reafon, chief- 
lu PPofed to be diuretic ; it 

d ">MiraeM eft ¥r’ ed ape - ient an f 
th e c r uent * ^he root 1S one °f 

V r Ca ^ e ^ opening roots. Some 
Cac : ° 6 ^ 100ts to be rcoft 

thg 1 ? 118 .’ ot tarstheroot; and others 
o D : - ai ^ °f the root. Stahl is of 
any Tl ° n ’ none °f them have 
ally &£ eat fltare of the virtues ufu- 
apL a . cr * bed to them - Afparagus 
but 4rS ^ rom experience to contri- 
j n e v f er y little either to the excit- 
the‘°^ Urme when fuppreffed, or 
in ^ n ^ re afing of its difcharge; and, 
Sen i S w '^ ere aperient medicines 
erally do fervice, this has little 

°rnoeffea. 

.Med. Vi RT 
Du ^ ncer tain. 
c/ ^IPLICIS FCETID./E herba: 

':T di ' Vulvariee Lin. Stinking 

0ra ^. orarach. E. 

0v 1S - * s a pi a nt, fprinkled all 
rny 1 " Wlt h a kind of whitifli clam- 
hij] niea ^ > it grows about dung- 
l e , v S ’ an< i other wade places. The 
w* tf 5 have a ftrong fetid finell, 
tou U hich the hand, by a light 
as C ’ becomes fo impregnated 
it. n T t to be eafily freed from 
r a& tS f me ii has gained it the cha- 
. . an excellent antihyfteric; 
it ic llS ! s rhe only ufe to which 
Uj e jPPhed. Tournefort recorn- 
a cj c *. S a fpfrjtuous tin&ure, others 
Conr to£tion i n water, and others a 
de r f,n rv l of the leaves, as of won- 
D r p e *hcacy in uterine diforders. 
rem a ! l , en * s °f opinion, from its 
erf,,i r a H e f°etor, it may be a pow- 
$ Cof , an tifpafmodic. It has in 
with aUC ^ been frequently employed 

^ode S of at r advant ? ge . , ~ The beft 
ff ate • f U m S it is in its recent 

its rl,- ln /i° lrn a conferve, as in 

Iitiel y le “ lofa a11 q u “- 

ife*? f n <‘fpaf,mdic. 

AR - Lon erup 


AVENA SATIVA Lin . [ L. £.] 
Oats. 

This grain is an article rather of 
food than of medicine. It is fuf- 
ficiently nutritive and eafy of di- 
geftion. The gruels made from it 
have likewife a kind of foft mu¬ 
cilaginous quality ; by which they 
obtund acrimonious humours, and 
prove ufeful in inflammatory dif¬ 
orders, coughs, hoarfenefs, rougb- 
nefs, and ex ulcerations of the 
fauces. 

Mud. Virt. Emollient. 

Prepar. Decoftion. 

AtJRANTLORUM HISPA- 
LENSIUM fuccus , cortex, flos^ & 
folium : Citrus Aurantium. Lin. 
Seville oranges; the leaf, the juice, 
yellow rind, and flowers of the 
tree. [L. E.~\ 

The orange is a beautiful ever¬ 
green tree, or rather fhrub, bearing 
flowers and fruits all the year; it 
is a native of the warmer climates, 
and does not well bear the winters 
of this. 

The flowers are highly odori¬ 
ferous, and have been, for fome 
time paft, of great efteem as a per¬ 
fume ; their tafte is fome what 
warm, accompanied with a degree 
of bitternefs. They yield their fla¬ 
vour by infufion to rectified fpirit, 
and in diftillation both to fpirit and 
water: the bitter matter isdiffolved 
by water, and, on evaporating the 
decoflion, remains entire in the ex¬ 
tract. There is a water diftilled 
from its flowers, called by foreign 
writers aqua naphee. An oil diftil¬ 
led from thefe flowers is brought 
from Italy under the name of oleum 
or effentia neroli. 

The flowers, and alfo the leaves 
of the orange tree, have been faid 
to afford efficacious remedies in 
convulflve and epileptic cafes, but 
experience has by no means con¬ 
firmed the validity of fuch affer- 
tions ; yet fti 11 the leaves deferve 
fome attention, as three drachms, i 
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taken three times a day, has pre¬ 
vented the return of epileptic par- 
oxyfms, for fome months, which 
tifed to come on weekly. 

The outer yellow rind of the fruit 
is a grateful aromatic bitter, and, 
in cold phlegmatic conAitutions, 
proves an excellent Jlomachic and 
Carminative , promoting appetite , warm¬ 
ing the habit , and Jirengthening the 
tone of the vifcera■ Dr. Cullen thinks 
it may be capable of reftoring the 
tone of the fromach, when it has 
been much impaired, but doubts 
much its power in moderating or 
reftraining uterine hasmorrhagy. He 
thinks alfo it might be benefici¬ 
al in intermittents, in expediting 
their cure. Orange peel appears to 
be very confiderably warmer than 
that of lemons, and to abound more 
with effential oil: to this circum- 
ftance therefore due regard ought 
to be had in the ufe of thefe medi¬ 
cines. The flavour of the former 
is likewife fuppofed to be lefs pe- 
rifliable than that of the latter : 
hence they employ orange peel in 
the fpirituous bitter tindure, which 
is defigned for keeping, whiift, in 
the bitter watery infufion, lemon 
peel is preferred. 

Med. Virt. Stimulant — Stoma¬ 
chic — Cordial. 

Prepar. Syrup — Conferve—Spirit 
—Tinfiure. 

The juice of oranges is a grateful 
acid liquor, of confiderable ufe in 
febrile or inflammatory dijlempers , 
for allaying heat y abating exorbitant 
commotions of the blood , quenching 
thirfi , and promoting the falutary ex¬ 
cretions : it is likewife of great ufe 
in fea feurvy ; it alfo, in a dilqte 
and pure ftate, excites appetite and 
promotes digeftion. 

Med. VlRT. Cooling — Antifeptic. 

Prepar. An ingredient in the Sue- 
cus Cochlear tai cotnpofitus. 

aurantia CURASSAFEN- 

SIA. CurafTao oranges. [£,] 

Thefe are the fmall young fruit 


of the Seville orange dried. They 
appear very well adapted to giv e 
relief in ftomach complaints, being 
moderately warm bitterifh aroma¬ 
tics, of a flavour fufliciently agree¬ 
able. They contain more of the 
bitter than the orange peel, though 
not fo much of the aromatic ; on 
that account fhouid not therefore 
be negleded. 

Med. Virt. Stomachic — Tonic . 

AURUM. Gold. 

This metal was introduced into 
medicine by the Arabians, who 
efteemed it one of the greateft cor¬ 
dials and comforters of the nerves. 
From them Europe received it, 
without any diminution of its cha- 
rader. In foreign Pharmacopoeias 
it is ftili retained, and even mixed 
with the ingredients from which 
Ample waters are to be diflilled. 
But no one, it is prefumed, at this 
time, expeds any Angular virtues 
from it, Ance it certainly is not al¬ 
terable in the human body. Mr. 
Geoffrey, though unwilling to re- 
jed it from the cordial prepara¬ 
tions, honeftly acknowledges, that 
he has no other reafon for retain¬ 
ing it, than complaifance to the 
Arabian fchools. The chemiffs 
have endeavoured, by many ela¬ 
borate proceffes, to extra d what 
they call a fulphur or anima of 
gold: but no method is as yet 
known of feparating the compo¬ 
nent parts of this metal: all the 
tindures of it and aurum potabile, 
which have hitherto appeared, are 
real folutions of it in aqua regia, 
diluted with fpirit of wine or other 
liquors, and prove injurious to the 
body rather than beneficial. The 
aurum fulminans has been how¬ 
ever recommended as a remedy in 
fome convulAve difeafes, particu¬ 
larly in the choreaSandi Viti ; and 
has a place given to it in fome of 
the foreign Pharmacopoeias. 
AXUNGIA. Fat. [L. E.} , 

A great variety of fats were ic” 
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bian UCe< ^ * nto me dicine by the Ara- 
j n recommended as poffefT- 

h(H\ f virtues. Experience, 

thef V j- r ’ does not countenance 
diff -6 dld?ere ut virtues afcribed to 
Con erent ^ ats * They have all one 
the lm ° n emo ^ ent quality, relax 
ail d^ art to w bich they are applied, 
effeA PrCV . ent P er fpiration: thefe 
the S ’ VV * tb tbe con ^ e quences of 
0r ‘J 1 ’ ma y be expe&ed in a greater 
h| a / s degree from fats of every 
the • V Eondon college has 
difF ° re rel:a *ned only two fats, of 
tni e / ent confiftencies, for different 
t Q X ^ lres > viz- hog’s-lard and mut- 
Uet. Thefe are certainly fuf- 
tj Q lent Sor anfwering all the inten- 
L: *\ s * 0r which fubftances of this 
md ar e employed. 
iVlED - Virt. Emollient . 

t ^LSAMITyE MARIS folia : 
♦l. a f c<?// ' Ralfamita Lin. Coftmarv ; 
ae leaves. 

^T^his was formerly a very com- 
Ufed if arden plant, and frequently 
rial b ° tb ^ or culinar y and m edici- 

Iittl^ Ur P°^ es ’ but is at prefent very 
it 5 regarded for either; though 
Qn Seem, from its fenfible 

as a ltles > to be equal or fuperior, 
he ^ me dicine, to fome aromatic 
s which practice has retained. 
arr» C . ves have a bitterifl), warm, 
fni r j 1 j at * IC ta SIe ; and a very pleafant 
0j . e 5 approaching to that of mint, 
\y S mixtu re of mint and maudlin. 
ffi|f te - r e S fcva tes their flavour in di- 
5 a nd rectified fpirit ex- 
M S U b >’ infufion. 

^ 1R T - Aromatic—AntihyJleric. 
£ 1 -,SAMUM COPAIBA [ L . 
]g a w- ^°paijera ojfichialis Lin .— 
no iat T* ,°f copaiba: a liquid refi- 
,n D . Sj V lte , lowing from incifions 
Wh; S | 111 tbe trunk of a large tree 
j nc jj" 1 S r °ws in the Spanifh Weft 
np ,,i es ’ fome part of the conti- 

“%*, ot South America, 
rent ls J u t ce > s clear and tranfpa- 
» °f a whitii^or pale yellowifh 
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colour, an agreeable fmell, and a 
bitterilh pungent tafte. It is ufu- 
aily about the confiftence of oil, or 
a little thicker : long kept, it be¬ 
comes nearly as thick as honey, re¬ 
taining its clearnefs; but has not 
been oblerved to grow dry or folid, 
as mod of the other refinous juices 
do. We fometimes meet with a 
thick fort of balfam of copaiba, 
which is not at all tranfparent, or 
much lefs fo than the foregoing, 
and generally has a portion of tur¬ 
bid watery liquor at the bottom. 
This fort is probably either adul¬ 
terated by the mixture of other 
fubftances, or has been extracted 
by coition from the bark and 
branches of the tree; its fmell and 
tafte are much lefs pleafant than 
thofe of the genuine balfam. 

Pure balfam of copaiba diffolves 
entirely in rectified fpirit, efpeci- 
ally if the menftruum be previoufly 
alkalized : the folution has a very 
fragrant fmell. Diitilled with wa¬ 
ter, it yields a large quantity of a 
limpid eflential oil; and, in a ftrong 
heat, without addition, a blue oil. 

The balfam of copaiba is an ufe- 
ful corroborating detergent medicine, 
accompanied with a degree of irri¬ 
tation. It jirengthens the nervous fy~ 
Jlem, tends to loojen the-belli, in large 
dofes proves purgative , promotes urine , 
and cleanfes and heals exulcerations in 
the urinary pa/fage, which it is fup- 
pofed to perform more effeftualiy 
than any of the other balfams. 
Fuller, observes, that it gives the 
urine an intenfely bitter tafte, but 
not a violet fmell as the turpen¬ 
tines do. 

This balfam has been principally 
celebrated in gleets and the fuor al~ 
bus , and, externally, as a vulnerary. 
The author abovementioned re¬ 
commends it like wife in dyfenterics , 
in fcorbutic cachexies , in difeafes of 
the breaji and lungs , and in an acri¬ 
monious or putrrfcent fate of the juices: 
he fays, he has known verv dan- 
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gerous coughs, which manifeftly 
threatened a confumption, cured 
by the ufe of this balfam alone; 
and that, notwithftanding its being 
hot and bitte-, it has good effe&s 
even in hedlic cafes. 

The dofe of this medicine rarely 
exceeds twenty or thirty drops, 
though fome diredt fixty or more. 
It may be conveniently taken in 
the form of an elseofaccharum ; or 
in that of an emuifion, into which 
it may be reduced by triturating 
if with almonds, or rather with a 
thick mucilage of gum arabic, till 
they are well incorporated, and then 
gradually adding a proper quantity 
of water, 

Notwithftanding what has been 
/aid with refpecf to the efficacy of 
this balfam, it has been confider- 
ed by modern phyficians to be 
hurtful from its ftimulus in cafes 
of internal ulcerations, dyfenteries, 
ulcers of the lungs, and other parts ; 
alfo in hedtic fevers, phthifical af- 
fe(ftions, bloody urine, and dyfury 
ariling from an acrimony of the 
humours: though in. fome cafes, 
of haemorrhoids it has been given 
with fuccefs, in dofes of from 20 
to 40 drops mixed with fugar, and 
given two or three times a day. 

Med. Virt. Stimulant — Diu¬ 
retic. ' 

BALSAMUM GILEADENSE 
Balm of Gilead . 

This balfam is the product of the 
A my y is Gneadenfis ; is a native of 
Abyffinia, growing among the 
mvrrh trees behind Azab. 

Ithas been received in thedifterent 
Pharmacopoeias under the names 
of Balfam’. de Mecca — Opobnha'mum 
.— Balfamum Verum —and Baljanuim 
Gilcadenf:. It iffues fpontaneouffy 
from the bark of the tree, but is 
more common'y obtained by in- 
cifions; the Xylobalfamurn is ob¬ 
tained from the wood, and the Car- 
pobalfamum from the fruit. The 
balfam now imported into Europe 


is faid to be principally colle&ed 
between Mecca and Medina. 

The mode of collecting this bal- 
fam is very tedious and trouble- 
fome, fo that genuine balfam is 
very rarely exported in a commer¬ 
cial way. The balfam, according 
to Alpinus, is firft turbid and 
white; of a very ftrong pungent 
frnell, like turpentine, but much 
fweeter and more fragrant; and of 
a bitter, acrid, aftringent tafte: 
on being kept for forne time, it be¬ 
comes thin, limpid, light, of a 
greenifli hue ; and then of a gold 
yellow ; after which it grows thick 
like turpentine, and lofes much of 
its fragrance. This balfam, extra- 
vagantas are the encomiums beftow- 
ed upon it by the eaftern nations, 
by the European phyficians is confi- 
dered as not effqntially different from 
other refinous fluids or turpentines, 
and that every purpofe might be as 
fully anfwered by Canada or Co- 
paiva balfam. In Turkey it is not 
only in high efteem as a medicine, 
but alfo as an odoriferous unguent 
and cofmetic. 

BALSAMUM PERUVIANUM 
[L.E.] Myroxylon Pemferum , Lin- 
Supplern. Plantar. Balfam of Peru. 

The common Peruvian balfam 
is faid to be extracted, by coition 
in water, from an odoriferous 
fhrub growing in Peru, and the 
warmer parts of America. This 
balfam, as brought to us, is nearly 
of the confidence of thin honey, 
of a reddiffi brown colour, inclin¬ 
ing to black, an,agreeable aromatic 
fmell, and a very hot biting tafte. 
Diftilied with water, it yields a 
final 1 quantity of a fragrant effen- 
tiai oil of a reddifh colour; and, i* 1 
a ftrong fire, without addition, a 
yeilowjfti red oil. 

Balfam ©f Peru is .a very warm 
aromatic medicine, confiderabl/ 
hotter and more acrid than cop?- 1 ' 
ba. Its principal effects are, 
warm the habit , to Jlrengthcn the 
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and attenuate vfculliu- 
of U ’ S fl ^ ence ' ts ufe in fome kinds 
a Jihma !, gonorrhoeas , dyjenterics , 
^ons of the uterine difeharges , 
a ^ ? tb . er borders proceeding from 
e biiity of the folids, or a ilug- 
£ Unefs and inaftivity of the juices. 
ls alio employed externally, for 
e anfi n g and ^£11^ woundi and ul¬ 


cers : 


, an d fometimes againft paljies 
fn r ^ Leum atic pains. Sydenham 
Peaks of it as a remedy for the 
re ^ < -^ onum 5 which may be 
qiiCr • as its laxative 

H duties are analogous to what we 
n o\v of turpentines and balfam of 
t0 °P^a. Its dofe is from three 
’ x grains, mixed into a draught 
^ ®gg» fugar, or honey. , 
rus balfam does not unite with 
fat er> rn ^ K ’ e2i p re dhd oils, animal 
in S> 01 Wax : it may be mingled 
W'tu le co ^ lv ith this faff, as alfo 
1 * the febaceous fubftance called 
^.ptefled oil of mace; but if the 
, x ture be afterwards liquefied by 
to h! tbe balfam feparates and falls 
v ,-f e bottom. It may be mixed 
e 'Water into the form of an 
th 1 1 ° n after the lame manner as 
j-^ balfam of copaiba. Alkaline 
reAm a great part of it; and 

^pi r i t tb e whole. 

of p Cre * s an °ther fort of balfam 
c pj fu ’ a white colour, and 
for lderabl y more fragrant than the 
du mer * ^ * s ^iti to be the pro- 
thp CC tbe ^ ame plant which yields 
to ^'° mmon or black balfam; and 
tk CXude from incifions made in 
lhe trunk 

tj 1 3 ' b ^ le ts alfo another fort called 
n u j ied °I d r y, but this is fuppofed 
b u f , ai b iofpiliation of the white; 
tain U , are rarely brought to Bri- 
o V]J .’ n a, ‘ d feldom to be found in 
llr ihops. 

E D , \t T l> T- A * 

-p 1K ' • SI inarm Aromatic. 

fREpAR /I * 7 * 

tUysrj ^ ln ingredient in many 

dmment,. 

^LSAMUM tolutanum 


\L. E.] Toluifera Balfamnm , Lin* 
Balfam of Tolu. 

This flows from a tree of the 
pine kind, growing in Tolu, in the 
Spanilh Weft-Indies, called by 
Linnaeus Toluifera Balfamum; 
whence the balfam is brought to us 
in little gourd fhells. It is of a 
yellowifh brown colour, inclining 
to red; in conliftence thick and te¬ 
nacious : by age it grows hard and 
brittle, without fuffering any great 
lofs of its more valuable parts. The 
fmell of this balfam is extremely 
fragrant, fomewhat refembling that 
of lemons; its tafte warm and 
fweetilh, with little of the pun¬ 
gency, and nothing of the naufeous 
relilh, which accompany the other 
balfams. It has the fame general 
virtues with the foregoing ; but is 
much milder, and for fome pur- 
pofes, particularly as a corroborant 
in gleets and feminal toeaknejjcs , is 
fuppofed to be more efficacious. It 
polfelfes all the virtues of the other 
peftoral balfams, but is more mild. 

Med. Virt. Aromatic — Corro¬ 
borant. 

Prep. Ingredient in feveral tinc¬ 
tures — Elixir — Fed oral pills.—-It 
forms a TinHure and Syrup. 

BAR DAN iE. M A) ORIS radix 
etfemcn. Arctii Lappa: Lin. Bur¬ 
dock ; the roots and feeds. [Z,. 

This is a common plant about 
way-fides, fufficiently known from 
its fcaly heads, or burs, which 
ftick to the clothes. — The feeds 
have a bitterilli fubacrid tafte i 
they are recommended as very effi¬ 
cacious diuretics , given either in the 
form of emulfion, or in powder, 
to the quantity of a drachm. —Dr. 
Cullen thinks thediuretic power fo 
fmall, as fcarce worthy to be taken 
notice of. —The roots tafte fweet- 
i-fh, with a flight aufterity and bit- 
terifhnefs : they are efteemed aperi¬ 
ent^ diuretic , and fudorific ; and faid 
to aft without irritation, fo as to 
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be fafely ventured upon in acute 
diforders. Decoitions of them have 
of late been ufed in rheumatic , 
gouty , Jcorbutic , dropfical , nephritic , 
and other diforders ; and preferred 
by fome to thofe of farfaparilla. 

Med. Virt. Aperient—Diuretic 
•— Sudorific. 

Prepar. DecocUon. 

BARILLA or SODA. 
impurum Lond. Natrum antiquorum. 
Lin. [L.E.] 

Is a faline and earthy concrete, 
artificially prepared by burning cer-, 
tain plants growing on the fea- 
coaft. Its great conftituent is the 
foffil alkali. It varies its charaiter 
and goodnefs according to the places 
from whence it is brought, and the 
plants from whence it is procured, 
and perhaps from the mode of pre¬ 
paration. The molt efteemed is that 
of Alicant, to which that of Cartha- 
gena is much inferior. All the forts 
contain, befides earth, the Natron 
of the ancients, and of the prefent 
Pharmacopoeias, for many years 
paft ufuaity called fofiile or mineral 
fixed alkali ; and molt of them have 
a mixture of kali, and fome neutral 
fait; fometimes l'ulphur and parti¬ 
cles of iron. The more natron and 
the lefs of other materials that it 
contains, the more valuable it is 
for medical purpofes. 

Barilla fiiould be chofen hard, 
dry, fonorous, with many foramina; 
of a grey colour, blackilh grey, in¬ 
clining to blue, mixed with fmall 
white particles, and larger ones 
blackilh ; difcovering, when moilt- 
ened with faliva, a violet fmell, 
fomewhat urinous, and volatile. 

That which is moilt, fat, mixed 
with hair or fand, of a blackilh or 
whitilh green, eafily becoming 
moifi in the air, and fmelling 
when moiltened, muddy and fetid ; 
without holes ; of a difagreeable or 
falti - tafte, but not lixivious, and 
readily efferyefcing with acids, is to 
be rejected. 


As the foffile alkali feparated front 
its impurities is the part chiefly ufed 
in medicine, its medical virtues 
will fall under fal alkalinus falis 
marini, or foda, which fee. 

Barytes, called alfo Baryetes 
a'erata ; Terra ponderoja ; Ponderous 
Earth. [£.] 

This is found chiefly in the vi¬ 
cinity of mines or veins of metals. 
Its fpecies, is aerated ponderous 
fpar, or vitriolated ponderous earth, 
either in the form of a tranfparent 
fpar, or an opaque earth, of a 
white grey or fawn colour; fre¬ 
quently of no regular figure, but oft¬ 
en in a peculiar form of a number 
of fmall convex lenfes, fet edge¬ 
ways in the ground. — We are in¬ 
debted to the celebrated c Item ills 
Gahn—Scheele—and Bergman, for 
our knowledge of this earth. 

The folution of aerated barytes 
in fpirit of fait has been found ca¬ 
pable of producing powerful effects 
on the human fyftem. It proves effi¬ 
cacious in fome fcrophulous com¬ 
plaints : in cafes of fwelled glands, 
foul ulcers, enlarged joints, cuta¬ 
neous eruptions, and general ca¬ 
chexy, it has given Angular relief, 
either alone, or joined with mercu¬ 
rials, antimonials, and the bark. —* 
It appears in fome inftances to in- 
creafe the cuticular difeharge; in 
mod it proves very diuretic, and 
almofi always improves the appe¬ 
tite, and general habit of the body* 
— On trial, few flomachs could bear 
more than from fix to ten drops of 
a faturated folution, nor did the 
continued ufe of the medicine re¬ 
concile the ftomach to it, but rather 
the contrary.—Sometimes it pro¬ 
duced a vertigo, which probably 
arofe from its naufeating quality* 
Dr. Crawford, who had been m 
habits of ufing this medicine a good 
deal, was of opinion that this 
folution, when injudicioufly ma¬ 
naged, was capable of producing 
deleterious effedts; by difordering 
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on v " e J V ° llS f y^, and bringing 
f r *° len t vomiting and purging. 
<W m .° me experiments made upon 
\vn 1 a PP G ars that a larpe dofe 
M Pr0ve fatal ‘ 

p ED - Virt. Deobjiruent—Diuretic. 

Rep a a. Solution in muriatic acid. 
^CABUNGA. Va •onica Be- 
“ lin ga Lin. Brook lime; the 
ea lT s : the herb. [L.J 
litu • * s a ^ ow P^ an b common in 
VVa e riva lets and ditches of Handing 
\ v ; Cl ' the leaves remain all the 
but are in greateft perfec- 
inp 11 ln P P r ^ n »- Their prevail¬ 

ed? tafte is an herbaceous one, ac- 

ternep 11 ^ 6 ^ W * tb a ver y bght bit- 

tot Cabun g a has been fuppofed 
vi - f ! aVe a I^ponaceous detergent 
an d to attenuate vifeid hu - 
he >S '^ ' lt ^ Lou t pungency or irritation : 
fpe C ‘ C ** bas been hirefted in the 
the CleS f curv y ca lled hot , where 

tif Coc ^ c f r lar, and other acrid an- 
j e ^ 0r h ll tics, were fuppofed to be 
in pr °P er * It is now ufed only 
as Eorn pofition with thofe plants, 
do ^ cochl. compojit. but 

eftk UOt P ei h a P s add much to their 
ec { ac y- If any virtue be expedt- 
Uf e /° m becabunga, it fhould be 
a a s food. 

.® D - ^ IR T. Attenuating and 

Ant 'Scorbutic. 

enni^ LLIS MfN0R - BeUi * per- 
lea ^». Common daify; the 

Th"* • 

V,h e Is ,s common almoft every 
fp r j ( re> an d flowers early in the 
Alb?*? ^ le ^ eaves have a fubtile 
ed tafte, and are recommend- 
a n .j *\ S itineraries , and in ajihmas 
as le *l lc fevers, andfuch disorders 
lio»rf. OCca h°ned by drinking cold 
rjjupk S , ' v hen the body has been 
th e / leate d. Ludovici prefers 

ntoniy' urJi iUer to - tbe plan . ts com ' 
r efn),' * et as a ntifcorbutics, and 

hypoH tS j°/ coa gulated blood in 
Mb l0 x^ naCa ^ hiforders. 

D * ^ lRT * Autenuant. 


BF.NZOINUM. Benzde. [L. £.] 
Styrax Benzoe: Acta Philofophica 
Londinenfia; lerminalia Benzoin. 
Lin. Benzoin ; — the refin.— The 
tree from which this is acquired 
grows chiefly in the illand of Su¬ 
matra. 

Benzoin is a concrete refinous 
juice, obtained from a large tree 
growing naturally in both the 
Indies, and hardy enough to bear 
the winters of our own climate. 
The i-efia is brought from the Eaft 
Indies only ; in large maffes com- 
pofed of white and light brown 
pieces, or yeliowifh fpecks, break¬ 
ing very eafily betwixt the hands : 
fuch as is whiteft, and free from 
impurities, is mo ft efteemed. 

This refin has very little tafte, 
impreffing only a light fweetnefs 
on the tongue; its fmell is ex¬ 
tremely fragrant and agreeable, 
efpecially when heated. Commit¬ 
ted to the fire in proper veifeis, it 
yields a conffderable quantity of a 
white faline concrete, called flotv- 
ers , of an acidulous tafte and grate¬ 
ful odour, foluble in rectified Spi¬ 
rit, and by the alliftance of heat in 
water. 

The principal ufe of benzoin is 
in perfumes, and as a cofmetic : 
it is rarely met with in extempora¬ 
neous prescription, and enters in 
fubftance only one officinal com- 
pofition, the Tintl. Benzoes compof. 
defigned chiefly for external ufe. 
It Should neverthelefs feem appli¬ 
cable to other purpofes, and to 
have no bad title to the virtues of 
ftorax and ballam of Tolu, at lea ft 
in J a fubordinate degree. TheyGa;- 
ers are recommended in disorders of 
the bread: ; and in this intention 
they are made an ingredient in the 
Ti;:ct. Opii Camphor . and fome other 
compoiitions. [L.] 

Med. Virt. PActoral. 

F R E P A R. Ca mphorated Tiu flu re of 
Opium—Compound Tinflure of Ben¬ 
zoin. 
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HERBERTS cortex e.t fruElus • 
Bcrberis vulg. Lin. Barberry ; the 
bark and fruit. 

The barberry is a fmall tree, or 
rather a large biifli, covered with 
an afli-coloured bark, under which 
is contained another of a deep- 
yellow : the berries are of an ele¬ 
gant red. colour, and contain each 
two hard brown leeds. It grows 
wild on chalky hills in feveral parts 
of England ; and is frequently 
planted in hedges and in gardens. 

The outward bark of the 
branches, and the leaves, have an 
aftringent acid tafte; the inner 
yellow bark a bitter one : this lat¬ 
ter is faid to be ferviceable in the 
jaundice; and by fome, to be an 
ufeful purgative. 

- The berries, which to the tafte 
are gratefully acid, and moderately 
reftringent, have been given with 
flic cels in bilious fluxes , and difl¬ 
ea Jr; proceeding front heat , acrimony , 
or tkinnefs of the. juices. Among the 
Egyptians, bar be; ties are employed 
in fluxes, and in malignant fevers , 
for abating heat , quenching thirfl , 
raiflng the flrength , and preventing 
putrefaction: the fruit is macerated 
for a day and night, in about twelve 
times its quantity of water, with 
the addition of a little fennel feed, 
or the like, to prevent olfence to 
the ftomach ; the liquor drained 
off, and fweetened with fugar, or 
fvrup of citrons, is given the pati¬ 
ent liberally to drink. Profper 
Alpiuus (from whole treatife De 
Medicina JEgyptiorum this account is 
extracted) informs us, that he took 
this medicine himfelf, with happy 
fuccefs, in a peftilential fever, ac¬ 
companied with an immoderate 
bilious diarrhoea. It is now how¬ 
ever almoft totally rejedled, though 
in feverifh complaints, particularly 
in thofe which have a putrid ten¬ 
dency, the jelly of the barberry 
fruit is verv pleafant, nor would it 
be totally ufelefs. A jelly of trie 
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fruit is directed by the Edinburgh 
college as an officinal. 

Med. Virt. Aftringent — Anti- 
feptic . 

Prepar. Jtlly. 

BE TAE folia , Betas vulgaris Vat. 
White and red beets ; and the tur- 
nep-rooted red beet, or beet-rave. 

Thefe plants are cultivated in 
gardens, chiefly for culinary ufe. 
The eye diftinguifties little other 
difference betwixt them, than that 
expreffed in their titles. Decoc¬ 
tions of beets gently loofen the belly > 
hence they have been ranked a- 
mong the emollient herbs : the 
plants remaining after the boiling 
are fuppofed to have rather a con¬ 
trary effedf. They afford little 
nourilhment, and are faid by fome 
to be prejudicial to the ftomach. 
The juice expreffed from the roots 
is a powerful errhine. But from 
the trials made by Dt. Cullen, it 
gave no durable or large evacu¬ 
ation. 

Med. Virt. Cathartic — and Ef- 

rhine. 

B E TONICjE folia : Betanicet 
officinalis Lin. Common or wood- 
betony; the leaves. 

Betony is a low plant, growing 
in woods and fhady places, in fe¬ 
veral parts of England ; the flowers 
come forth in June and July» 
they are of a purplifh colour, and 
ftand in fpikes on the tops of the 
ftalks. The leaves and flowers 
have an herbaceous, roughiflb 
fomewhat bitterifti tafte, accom¬ 
panied with a very weak aromatic 
flavour. This herb has long been 
a favourite among writers on the 
materia medica, who have not been 
wanting to attribute to it abun¬ 
dance of good qualities. Experi¬ 
ence does not djfcover any other 
virtue in betony, than that of a 
mild corroborant ; as fuch, an infu- 
fion or light decodlion of it m a y 
be drank as tea, or a faturated tinc¬ 
ture in rectified fpirit given 
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table dofes, in laxity and debility 
in 1 tv if crra > and diforders proceed* 
,\Jt.J rom them. The powder of the 

<voLTr fnuffed U P the nofe > P T °- 

fo J. nec%in g »' and hence betony is 
^-times made an ingredient in 
ernutatory powders : this effeft 
es not feem to be owing, as is 
generally fuppofed, to any pecu- 
simulating, quality in the herb, 
th C rou gh hairs .with which 

qjC leaves are covered. The roots 
plant differ greatly in quality 
°ni the other parts : their tafte is 
er and very naufeous: taken in 
. '/Sail dofe, they vomit and purge 
r 10 ent b-> and are fuppofed to have 
°me\vhat in common with the 
°? ts °f hellebore. It is pretty fin- 
g Ui ar, if true, that betony affecls 
0 e . v,, ho gather any confiderable 
quantity of it, with a* diforder 
e e mbling drunkennefs ; as af- 
thol^ ^ Simon Paulli and Bar- 

p 

{ ]. rorn the fenfible qualities of 
S , l?^ an b though it is not much 
T ‘ 111 medicine, it does not ap- 
^ e: jf Un worthy of farther attention. 

■1 eD. Vi b r. Corroborant, 
p y TlJL JE cortex ct lacryma : 

^ B. Betidee albce Lin. The 
^ tree ; the bark and fap. 

* dis tree grows wild in moift 
^°ds: its bark confifts of a thick 
r) ttle fubftance of a brownifli red 
0llr j and of feveral very thin, 
month, white, tranfparent mem- 
hi'p? S *. ^hefe membranes are 
§hly inflammable, and appear to 
°und withreflnous matter, though 
t^' cel y °f any particular fmell or 
j.^ r e " t he thick brittle part is lefs 
mious, and in tafte roughifh; of 
e medical virtues of either, lii tie 
nothing i$ known with cer¬ 
tainty. 

i ^P 0n deeply wounding or bor- 
g the trunk of the tree in the 

juic’ebr 8 °/ fP rin g’ a fweetin ’ 
r • , forth, fometimes, as is 

u ‘j Ui fo lari— -- 


ge quantity, as to 


equal in weight the whole tree and 
root: one branch will bleed a gal¬ 
lon or more in a day. This juice 
is chiefly recommended in fcorbutic 
diforders , and other fotdnefjes of the 
blood; its mod fenfible effedl is to 
promote the urinary difeharge. 

Med. Vjrt. Antfcorbutic — Di¬ 
uretic. 

BEZOAR lapis—Calculus Capra 
bezoardic.v. Bezoar ftone. 

The bezoar ftone is a calculous 
concretion found in the ftomach 
of certain aniffials which are faid 
to be of the goat kind. It is com- 
pofed of concentrical coats fur¬ 
rounding one another, with a little 
cavity in the middle, containing a 
bit of wood, ftraw, hair, or the 
like fubftances. 

The (hops diftinguifti two forts 
of bezoar, one brought from Perfia 
and the Eaft Indies, the other from 
the Spanifli Weft-Indies. The for¬ 
mer or better fort, called oriental 
bezoar, is of a filming dark green 
or olive colour, and an even ftnooth 
furface ; on removing the outward 
coat, that which lies underneath it 
appears likewife fmooth and Alin¬ 
ing. The occidental has a rough 
furface, and lefs of a green colour 
than the foregoing: it is likewife 
much heavier, more brittle, and of 
a loofer texture • the coats are 
thicker, and on breaking exhibit a 
number of ftriae curioufly interwo¬ 
ven. The oriental is generally lefs 
than a walnut; the occidental for 
the moft part larger, and fome¬ 
times as big as a goofe egg. The 
former is univerfally more efteem- 
ed. ' Ma,ny virtues have been for¬ 
merly aferibed to the bezoar : but 
it is now found to be only a mere 
abforbent, and of fo very inferior 
an order, that it is never ufed for 
that purpofe. 

BISMUTHUM, Vifmuihum na« 
tivum. Bifmuth. 

Bifmuth is a ponderous brittle 
metal, relembling in appearance 


no 
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the antimonial regulus and zinc, 
but greatly differing from them in 
quality. It difiolves with vehe¬ 
mence in the nitrous acid, which 
only corrodes the regulus of anti¬ 
mony *, and is fcarce at all foluble 
in the marine acid which acffs 
flrongly on zinc. A calx and 
flowers of this femimetal have been 
recommended as fimilar in virtue 
to certain antimonial preparations: 
but are at prefent of no other ufe 
than as a pigment or cofmetic. 

BISTORTrE radix : Polygon} Blfl- 
tcrtcs Lin. Biftort, or fnakeweed ; 
the root [ L . £.] 

This plant grows wild in moift 
meadows, in feveral parts of Eng¬ 
land ; but is not very common 
about London. The root is about 
the thicknefs of the little finger, of 
a blackilh brown colour on the 
outfide, and reddifh within: it is 
writhed or bent vermicnlarly 
(whence the name of the plant) 
with a joint at each bending, and 
full of buftiy fibres; the root of 
the fpecies here meant has, for 
the mod part, only one or two 
bendings; others have three or 
more. 

All the parts of biftort have a 
rough auftere tafte, particularly the 
root, which is one of the ftrongeft 
of the vegetable aftringents. It 
is employed in all kinds of immode¬ 
rate haemorrhages and other fluxes , 
both internally and externally, 
where afiringency is the only indi¬ 
cation. It is certainly a very pow¬ 
erful ftvptic, and is to be looked 
on limply as fuch ; to the fudorific, 
antipeftiienti.al, and other like vir¬ 
tues attributed to it, it has no other 
claim, than in confequence of its 
aftringency, and of the antifeptic 
power which, it has in common 
with other vegetable ftyptics. It 
has frequently been employed in 
large dofes in intermittents, both 
by itfelf and with gentian : it has 
been given to the quantity of three 


drams in a day ; though its com* 
mon dofe is from 20 to 60 grains- 

Med. Virt. Powerfully ajlriti * 
gent. 

BOLT. Boles are vifcid earths, 
lefs coherent and more friable than 
clay, more readily uniting with wa¬ 
ter, and more freely fubfiding from 
it. They are foft and unftuous to 
the touch, adhere to the tongue, 
and by degrees melt in the mouth, 
imprefling a light fenfe of aftrin' 
gencv. A great variety of thefe 
kinds of earths has been introduced 
into medicine; the principal of 
which are the following : 

(1) Bolus Armena . Armenian 
bole, or bole Armenic. Pure Ar¬ 
menian bole is of a bright red 
colour, with a tinge of yellow : it 
is one of the hardeft and molt com¬ 
pact of the bodies of this clafs, and 
not fmooth or glofly like the others, 
but generally of a rough dufty fur- 
face. It raifes no effervefcence 
with acids. 

(2) Bolus Gallica. French 
bole.' [Z,.]The common French bole 
is of a pale red colour, variegated 
with irregular fpecks or veins of 
white and yellow. It is much 
fofter than the foregoing; and 
{lightly effervefces with acids. 

(3) Bolus Blesensis. Bole of 
Blois. This is a yellow bole, re¬ 
markably lighter than the former, 
and than moft of the other yellow 
earths. It effervefces ftrongly with 
acids. - 

(4) Bolus Bohemica. Bohemian 
bole. This is of a yellow colour, 
with a caff of red, generally of a 
flaxy texture. It is not adled on 
by acids. 

(q) Terra Lemnia, Lemnian 
earth. This is a pale red earth; 
{lightly effervefcing with acids. 

(6) Terra ' Silefiaca. Silefian 
earth is of a brownifh yellow co¬ 
lour : acids have no fenfible ef¬ 
fect upon it. Thefe and other 
earths, made into iittle maffes, ana 
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ftamped with certain impreflions, 
are cali^ terra: fgillatce. 

* hefe earths have been recom- 
e nded as aftringent, fudorific, and 
e xipharmac ; in diarrhoeas, dvfen- 
eries > hemorrhages, and in malig- 
and peftilential diftempers. 
• n ’^eftinal fluxes, and complaints 
the firft paflages from thin acri- 
onious humours, they may, doubt- 
f°me ufe. However 
*‘ eat and numerous may be the vir- 
Ues formerly afcribed to them, they 
re certainly mere inert fubftances, 
c n . c are not allowed to have medi- 
properties of anv confequence, 
SONUS HENRICUS. Chcnopo- 
■d u> l l Boni Henrici Lin. Englilh 
ntrb mercury; the leaves [£.] 

■this herb is met with by road 
2 and in uncultivated places, 
t is ranked among the emollient 
e, ~h hut rarely made ufe of in 
Practice. The leaves arc applied 
y the common people for healing 
w °undS) clcanfing old ulcers , 
n< l other purpofes of that kind. 
jBQRRAGINIS f ores : Boraginis 
f u 'inalis Lin . Borage; the flow¬ 
.^his " 1S a rough plant, clothed 
;th fmall prickly hairs ; it grows 
ln wafte places, and upon old 
a Us. An exhilarating virtue has 
i " en attributed to the flowers of 
°>'ag e , which are hence ranked 
^tnoug thofe called cordial flowers : 
_j U . ta ey appear to have very little 
a to any virtue of this kind, 

nc feem to be altogether infigni- 

hcant. 6 

r BORAX. Natron boracicatum. 
*• I. Tincar, or Borax, 
r his is a faline fubftance, brought 

0r n the Eaft-Indies in great maff- 
Cor npofed partly of large cry- 
- s» but chiefly of fmaller ones, 
.J*; 1 " j white and partly green, 
p together as it were by a 
k.: a , y e \low fubftance, inter- 
w ith fand, lmall ftones, 
a other ^purities. The purer 


crvftals, expofed to the fire, melt 
into a kind of giafs, which is ne- 
verthelefs difloluble in water. 

This fait, diflolved and cryftal- 
lize'd, forms fmall tranfparent maff- 
es; the refiners have a method of 
fliooting it into larger crvftals; 
but thefe differ in feveral refpe<fts 
from the genuine fait, infomuch 
that Cramer calls them not a puri¬ 
fied, but adulterated borax. The 
origin of this fait is as yet unknown, 
and its compofition is known only 
in part.* Thus much experiments 
have clearly fliowii, that it confifts 
6f fixt mineral alkaline fait, in fome 
degree neutralized by a peculiar 
acid. 

Nor have the medical virtues of 
borax been fufliciently afeertained 
by experience. It is fuppofed to 
be, in dofes of half a dram or two 
fcruples, diuretic , emmenagogue , and 
a promoter of delivery. Mr. Biffet, 
in* an effay on the medical confti- 
tution of Great Britain, recom¬ 
mends a folution of this fait in wa¬ 
ter as the moft powerful diffolvent 
yet known of aphthous crufts in 
the mouth and fauces of children. 
There are ftrong reafons to believe, 
that the virtues of borax are much 
greater than they are in general 
fuppofed to be. 

For the acid of Borax, fee Sal 
Sedativus. 

Med. Virt. Diuretic and Em¬ 
menagogue. 

BOTRYOSfolia: Chenopodii am - 
brofioidis folio Jinuato Tourn. Atri- 
plicis odor a: fan fuaveolentis Morif. 
Chenopodii Boiryos Lin. Jerufalem 
oak; the leaves. 

This plant is cultivated in gar¬ 
dens. It has a ftrong, not difagree- 
able fmell; and a warm fomewhat 
pungent tafte. It is recommended 
as a carminative pecftoral. Infu- 
fions of it may be drank as tea; and 
in this form it has been recom¬ 
mended for chronic catarrh. But 
reiftified fpirit is faid to be the beft 
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inenftrumn for the aftive parts of 
both the feeds and leaves. 

Med. Virt. Carminative — Pec- 
tor at. 

PrepaR. Tnfujion . 

ERAS SICA SATI FA Brafica 
Ola ■acea Lin. White and red cab¬ 
bages, coleworts, Savoy cabbages, 
and cauliflower. 

Thefe are cultivated in gardens 
rather for culinary than medicinal 
life. They are all fuppofed to be 
hard of digeflion, to afford little 
Dourifhment, and to produce flatu¬ 
lencies ; though probably on no 
very good foundation. They tend 
ilrongly to put refaction, and run 
into this Rate fooner' than almolt 
any other vegetable; when putre¬ 
fied, their fmell is likewife the moll 
offenfive, greatly refembling that 
of putrefied animal fubftances. A 
decoftion of them is fa id to loofen 
the lelly. Of all thefe plants, cau¬ 
liflower is reckoned the eafiefl of 
digeflion. The white is the moil 
fetid; and the red moll emollient 
or laxative : a decoflion of the lat¬ 
ter is recommended for fiftening 
acrimonious humours in fome' diforders 
of the breaft, arid in, hoarfenefs. 

Cabbage is well fuited for the 
purpofe of diet, both from its fuc- 
culency, and the great quantity of 
faccharine matter it contains. It 
has alfo been ufed for medical pur- 
pofes. The leaves bruifed gently 
•are often applied to parts previ- 
oufly bliftered, with the effeft of 
promoting a confiderable difeharge. 
They produce a watery difeharge 
through the Ikin, when applied to 
the ancles, in anafarca ; and in 
fome inftances have done it com¬ 
pletely. They fome times even have 
the effetfl of bringing on vefi- 
cations. 

If by proper art they are made to 
undergo an acefcent fermentation, 
and can be made to remain in that 
flate, they are a very effedlual 
means both of obviating and cur¬ 


ing the feurvy. Cabbage thrown 
into this flate is called four kraut 
or four crout. 

Med. Virt. Refrigerant — Lax¬ 
ative — Antifcorbutic . 

Pr e p a r . Sour-crout. 

BRYONIAL ALBA! Lin. radix: 
White bryony, or wild vine ; the 
roots [£.) 

This is a rough plant, growing 
on dry banks under hedges, and 
climbing upon the bufhes. The 
roots are largef fometimes as thick 
as a man’s thigh ; their fmell, when 
frelh, is ftrong and difagreeable; 
the tafte naufeoufly bitter, acrid, 
and biting: the juice is fo fharp, 
as in a little time to excoriate the 
fkin: in drying, they lofe great 
part of their acrimony, and almoft 
the whole of their feent. 

Bryony root is a ftrongirritating 
cathartic ; and, as fuch, has fome¬ 
times been fuccefsfully exhibited 
in maniacal cafes , in fome kinds of 
dropjies , and in feveral chronical difor¬ 
ders , where a quick folution of 
vifeid juices, and a fudden fti- 
mulus on the folids, were required. 
An extra£l prepared by water afls 
more mildly, and with greater fafe- 
ty, than the root in fubflance; 
given from half a dram to a dram, 
it is find to prove a gentle purga¬ 
tive, and likewife to operate pow¬ 
erfully by urine. 

Bryony root, applied externallv, 
is faid to be a powerful difeutient. 
Though this is rejected bv the pre- 
fent practice, yet from its aftive 
powers, which might be rendered 
lefs drallic, it merits fome atten¬ 
tion. 

Med. Virt. Difeutient , andftrong- 
ly Cathartic. 

BUGLOSSI radix, folia, fores : 
An chi fee officinalis Lin. Garden bu- 
glofs; the roots, leaves, and flow¬ 
ers. 

This is a rough, hairy plant, re¬ 
fembling borage, but lefs prickly : 
a wild fort is commonly met with 


among corn, which 


ir. 

di ^rs frn an< i ““‘""S vr “ ,v '“ 

beino- r roni Ee garden fort only in 
ftve e ? n maller * -buglofs has a flimy 
ki tlc j U } ta fte, accompanied with a 
m 0 ft °. c .°°lnefs: the roots are the 
je a p. r litin °us, and the flowers the 
its u p°’ Thefe qualities point out 
ln hot bilious or inflammatory 
flat e f S j aii ^ a thin acrimonious 
° ne 1 ffluids. The flowers are 
c rs . 0 ^ e f°ur called cordial ftow- 
that 116 quality they have 

l a ,o^. ent *tle them to this appel- 
a >id ff 1S> they moderately cool 

lat e - a* 1 * without offending the pa~ 
c liixia J * mac \» a nd thus, in warm 
r 0n es ’ or hi hot difeafes, may in 
Uteafure refrefh the patient. 
lient ^ IRT » Refrigerant — ernol- 

, PASTORIS folia: 
the 1^ fl ur f a Lin. Shepherd’s purfe; 

Th - ' CS * 

luces'! P' 3 ?'. is common in wafte 
the f, ’ an< ^ * s found in flower all 
loijp. u^ rner ‘ Shepherd’s purfe has 
genj? a ‘“ en celebrated as an aflrin- 
di a y r j !u Wrongly recommended in 
ai 1( | irT^’ dyfenterics, uterine flu or s, 
altrino- ^ enera i in all difeafes where 
Sorne^L 0 ^ an y kind can avail, 
a . ave e fteemed it fo powerful 
mihjn. 1C ’ a . s fcarce to be fafely ad- 

t}^yv mternallv Oth^ve Hair#: 
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mtenially. Others have 


tUre 0 !. 1 *’ ! r t0 be °f a hot fiery na- 
Hnp 'i nc fuppofed it to flop flu xes 
‘he ium ITl ?. r , r ^ a S es » b Y coagulating 
«r fear’ eS , e a icohoi, and burning 
The f„ Uj f T e orifices of the vefleis. 
J»Urf e Afble qualities of fliepherd’s 
e hher oV C °n Ver foundation for 
Percent-v, ele opinions; it has no 
geticy 1 T h ea t, acrimony, pun- 
cy : G fcarcely any aftringen- 
hace 0 V- merely her¬ 

eof th S ’ - as Efficiently to war- 
Mr. e Pnhet given this plant by 
lVlg^’ Tatuum. 

^°ubtfn| ^ IRT * Aftringent, but very 

&XJXT i 

1 h 2 num ct f 9 n a . Bu ? :i 


fempervirentis Lin. The box-tree; 
the leaves and wood. 

The box is a fmall tree, growing 
wild in fome parts of Kent and 
Surry. The wood is of a yellow- 
colour, more folid, compaA, and 
ponderous than any other of the 
European woods. The leaves have 
a ftrong. naufeous talfe, and when 
frefii, a fetid fmell: they are faid 
to purge violently , in the dole of a 
dram. A decoftion of the wood is 
recommended by fome as power¬ 
fully fudorific , preferable even to 
guaiacum: but the talte readily 
difeovers that it wants the qualities 
of that wood. The box-wood is 
now rejected from our Pharmaco¬ 
poeias ; but from its aftive quali¬ 
ties, particularly the leaves, fome 
writers recommended them to at¬ 
tention. 

Med. Virt. Of the leaves— Pur¬ 
gative. 

CACAO Theobroma Cacao Lin. 
Chocolate nuts. 

Thefe are the fruit of an Ame¬ 
rican tree refembling the almond. 
The principal ufe of thefe nuts is 
for the preparation of a fubftance 
of which the dietetic liquor choco¬ 
late is made. This is a mild, 
un&uous, nutritious fluid, capable 
of foftening acrimonious humours , and 
of great fervice in confumptive dif 
orders; efpecially if made with 
milk, and with only a fmall pro¬ 
portion of aromatics. 

This fubftance is not always 
eafily digefled, but has fometimes 
occafioned inconveniences to the 
flomach, which.may be obviated 
by very diligent tnture, uniting 
very intimately the farinaceous, and 
oily part, which renders it more eafi¬ 
ly digefiibie. Tire chocolate of Lon¬ 
don is efteenied by much the beft, 
becaufe the two parts are fo very 
perfe&Iy united, by making them 
pafs between two cylinders rolling 
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one againft the other, which has 
more power to form the intimate 
union, than by levigation, which 
was formerly pra&iftd. 

]\ 1 ed«. V irt. Analeptic. 

Prep. Chocolate. 

CALAMINARIS LAPIS, Zin- 
turn, Calaminaris \_L. E, j. Galamy or 
calamine ftone. 

This mineral is found plentifully 
in England, Germany, and other 
countries, either in difliiuft mines, 
or intermingled with the ores of 
different metals. It is ufually of a 
grevifli, brownifli, yellowifli, or pale 
reddifh colour ; confiderably hard, 
though not fufficiently fo to ftrike 
fire with flee I. It has been looked 
upon by fome as a Ample earth, by 
others as iron ore ; later experi¬ 
ments have difcovered it to be an 
ore of zinc. Calamine is generally 
roafted or calcined before it comes 
into the {hops, in order to feparate 
fome fulphureous or arfenical mat¬ 
ter which the crude mineral is fup- 
pofed to contain, and to render it 
more eafily reducible into a fine 
powder. In this ftate, it is em¬ 
ployed in collyria againft defluxlons 
of thin acrid humours upon the eyes; 
for drying up moijl, running ulcers ; 
and healing excoriations. 

Med. Vjrt. Dcficcati-ve and heal¬ 
ing. 

Prep. An ingredient in ceratum 
lap. calam. and collyria , See. 

CALAMI AROMATIC I m- 
dix: Acori Calami Lin. S. P. Sweet- 
fcentedflag; the roots [L. E. ] 

This flag refembles, as to its 
leaves, the common iris, but, in 
other refpedls differs greatly from 
it: the ftalk grows at a little diftance 
from the leaves ; the lower half, 
tip to where the flowers come forth, 
is roundifh ; the part above this, 
broad like the other leaves; the 
flowers are very fmall, whitifh, and 
fraud in a kind of head about the 
fize of a finger, This plant grows 


plentifully in rivulets and rr.arlh) 
places, about Norwich and other 
parts of this ifland; in the canals 
of Holland ; in Switzerland ; and 
in other countries of Europe. The 
fliops have been ufually fupplied 
from the Levant with dried roots, 
which do not appear to be fuperio* 
to thofe of our own growth. . 

The root of acorus is full 
joints, crooked, l'omewhat flatted 
on the fides, internally of a \vhi £S 
colour, and loofe fpongy texture * 
its fmell is ftrong; the taffe warn 1 , 
acrid, bitterifh, and aromatic ; both 
the fmell and tafle are improved b? 
exficcation. This root is generally 
looked upon as a carminative and 
Jlomachic medicine , and as fuch lS 
fometimes made ufe of in pra< 5 H ce " 
It is alfo given in anorexia and fed 
agues. It is faid by fome to be ft 1 ' 
perior in aromatic flavour to an/ 
other vegetable that is produced n J 
thefe northern climates: but Inch 
as I have had an opportunity of e*' 
amining, fell fliort, in this refpc<^’ 
of feveral of our common plant 3 ' 
It is, neverthelefs, a fufficiend/ 
elegant aromatic. The frefli 
candied after the manner direfted Jd 
ourDifpenfatory for candying eryd' 
go root, is faid to be employed st 
Conftantinople as a prefervati' e 
againft epidemic difeafes. T *‘ e 
leaves of this plant have a fwe e * 
fragrant fmell, more agreeable 
though weaker, than that of £ h e 
roots. 

Med. Virt. Aromatic and J l °‘ 
machic. 

CALENDUL A? fiores : Cakn. *j' 
la officinalis Lin. Garden marig°td f 
the flowers. 

This herb is common in garden 3 ’ 
where it is found in flower grea te . 
part of the fummer. Marig 0 '^ 
flowers are fuppoled to be aperie 1 
and attenuating; as alfo card| a J 
alexipharmic, and fudorific. fh ^ 
are principally celebrated in 


THE MATERIA MEDICA. 


Part II. 

th rn I? aions 5 the jaundice, and for 
fe nf . n § °«t the fmall -pox. Their 
dati 0n e f c ^ lla ^ t ^ es g' ve little foun- 
fc arr , .° r t ^ le ^ e v i rtues: they have 
ab| e r ' V an y tafte, and no confider- 
Plant-Hv^’ The l eaves °f the 
acc 0l hcover a vifcid fweetifhnefs, 
fap 0 ^ an ’ e ^ ' y ith. a more durable 
U 0 a «°us pungency and warmth, 
tally are now almoft to¬ 

ed * e J e <fted, as they are not allow- 
pr 0 n P .^ Ofrefsan y material medical 

u is thS% L If . the y have an y at all > 

dorific * ° f bein§ very fll S ht ly fu- 

f*& VIVA t £ - *■] l t s 

lime c\ U ’ USl> recens u flus. Quick- 
par e j ^ u ‘ ck li m e is ufually pre- 
tain n\ atI10n g us, by calcining cer- 

cbaii-° nes ^ 1e cha,k y kin d. All 
fa! tn an ^ marbles, and, in gene- 
fol’ Ve • tk e mineral earths that dif- 
Witb t 1 |? ,aC ^ S * ^ urn ’ nto quicklime; 
c° 1Tl ’ s difference, that the more 

ftronVer - the , ft ? ne ’ g enerall y .the 

c 0u *. ls . the lime. In maritime 
Pton ec ' le r s ’ * n defeft of the proper 
Which p ^ le ^ s are made ufe of, 
ref DpA a io . rc l a calx agreeing in moft 
s with the ftone limes, 
burnt *1 • e limes are, when frefh 
1-ofiyg* highly acrimonious and cor- 
Pl°VeH * l his ffate they are em- 
as \ m fome external applications 
phu r /P’iatory j for rendering ful- 
Cr eafm° Uble ln water > an d f° r i' 1 ' 
faJts S.thepo wer of fixt alkaline 
Ca nftic ti)er ^ or ^ le PVpofes of a 
Readily 1 ° r *° ena ble them more 
foap.' diffolve oils for making 
leny(L * the lime be expofed for a 
deot' . tim e to the air, it falls by 
hitich S r^ to a powder, and lofts 

ty“ of its acrimony. 

^tiick ! i er ’ P oure d direfHy upon 
I i °rtioi rne Ir ! akes U P a conliderable 
flrono 1 °a The folution has a 
big t ^ e a c j fomewhat ftyptic, dry- 
Wi th lr 'Outh, and accompanied 
li <IUor,i dof fw eetiflmefs. This 
a cid s n ° e ! n oteffervefce either with 
alkalies, but is rendered bv 


*15 

the latter turbid and milky; it 
prevents the coagulation of milk , and 
hence is fometimes made ufe of along 
with milk diets: agitated with ex- 
preffed oils, it unites with them in¬ 
to a .thick compound, recommend¬ 
ed by Dr. Slare again ft burns and 
inflammations. Both the Ample 
folution of the lime, and the fo¬ 
lution impregnated with other ma¬ 
terials, are directed as officinal, un¬ 
der the titles of Ample and com¬ 
pound lime waters. 

Lime water, drank to the quan¬ 
tity of a quarter of a pint, three or 
four times a day, and continued for 
a length of time, has been found 
ferviceable in fcrophulous cafes , and 
other obflinate chronic diforders. It 
generally promotes urine , and not un~ 
frequently the cuticular discharge : for 
the moft part it binds the beUy , and 
fometimes produces troublefome cofive- 
nefs , unlefs this effefi be occafton- 
ally provided againft, by the inter-' 
poAtion of proper medicines. It 
does fervice in debility and. laxity 
of the vifeera in general; in thofe of 
the uterine and feminal vejfels it is 
particularly recommended. Care 
mnft be had not to ufe this medi¬ 
cine too liberally in hot bilious 
conftitutions, or where the patient 
is much emaciated, or the appetite 
weak, or at the time of any criti¬ 
cal or periodical evacuations. Its 
principal ufe is in cold , moijl , fug- 
gif 1, and corpulent habits. 

It has been ufed as a lithontrip- 
tic ; and though incapable of dif- 
folving human calculi, yet under 
its ufe patients afflifted with the 
ftone have experiencied great re¬ 
lief. In the form of glifters it is 
very effectual in killing and bringing 
away the ajcar'ulcs . It has been 

given in repeated draughts from Ax 
ounces up to a pint or more in a dav, 
with or without a fourth or fifth 
part of milk, againft leucorrhoeas , 
diabetes , and acidit.es in the prims? 
vise. It is fometimes applied as a 
la 
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wafk for foul ulcers, by injedlion for 
the relief of fluor albus , a ad other 
preternatural difcharges. 

M e D . V l r t . A powerfiul corrofve ; 
alterant and abforbent. 

Prep. Medicated water. 

C AMPHORA [L. A.] Ex Laura 
camphora Lin. Camphor is a folid 
concrete, extracted from the wood 
and roots of a tree growing in Ja¬ 
pan, Sumatra, and other parts of 
the Ead Indies, by a procefs fimilar 
to that by which effential oils are 
obtained." As it firft fublimes from 
the wood, it appears brownifl), 
compofed of femipellucid grains 
mixed with dirt: in this date it is 
exported by the Dutch, and puri¬ 
fied by a fecond fublimation ; after 
which, it is reduced into loaves 
(in which it is brought to us) pro¬ 
bably by fufion in clofe veflels; 
for it does not affume this form in 
fublimation. It is alfo produced by 
feveral trees in the Ead Indies, in a 
more fluid date, and then dyled the 
oil of camphor ; and alfo this con¬ 
crete is produced, in fmall quanti¬ 
ties, from other vegetables by diftil- 
iation. 

Pure camphor is very white, pel¬ 
lucid, fomevvhat unftuous to ihe 
touch; of a bitterifh, aromatic, 
acrid tade, yet accompanied with a 
fenfe of coolne'fs ; of a very fra¬ 
grant dried, fomewhat like that of 
roiemary, but .much dronger. It is 
totally volatile, and inflammable ; 
folubie in vinous fpirits, oils, and 
the mineral acids ; not in water, 
alkaline liquors, or the acids of the 
vegetable kingdom. This concrete 
3s edeemed one of the mod effica¬ 
cious diaphoretics; and has long 
been celebrated m fevers, malignant 
and epidemical difempers. In deliria , 
where opiates fail of procuring 
deep, and often aggravate the 
fvmptoms, this medicine frequently 
fucceeds. 

Frederick Hoffman has written 
an exprefs diflertatiou De Camphor# 


ufu interno fcurijfmo ei prafantijf' 
mo. The fubdance of his obferv^' 
tion is, that camphor feems to p e ' 
netrate very quickly through m 
whole body, and notably incre<y e 
perfpiration: that though given 
the quantity of half a dram, dm 
folved in fpirit of wine, and duly 
diluted, it does not raife the pulf e 
occafon any heat, but rather caufi'j a 
fenfe of coolnefs about the preecord 1(1 ’ 
that on continuing its ufe for lbn) e 
time, the blood became ferifitdF 
more fluid, and the quantity 
watery ferum, with which the h a ' 
bit before abounded, was notably 
diminifhed: that in malignant f c ' 
vers, and all diforders, whether 
or chronical, proceeding from an acf u 
or putrefeent fate of the juices, ca> ir 
pher has excellent ejfefts, corretftinS 

the acrimony, expelling the putri a 
morbific matter through the cu^ 
neous pores, and preventing afl 
inflammation or fphacelus, wh er * 
there is previoufiy any difpofiti 0 ' 1 
thereto: that, by f lengthening l‘ lt 
vejfels, it refrains iuemoi rhages he 1 ?' 
pening in acute fevers, and promote 
critical and periodical evacuatio 
In inflammatory cafes, where the r f 
is a tendency to mortification, intepr 
heat , thirfi, or where the fin is elf 
and parched, whether before or 
a delirium kas come on, fmall d?f s 
of camphor joined with nitre , p rCr 
duced happy effecis, ahnofl hvro c ' 
diatelv relieving the fymptoms, o c \ 
cafioning a calm deep and plentih 1 
fweat, without fatiguing the p a T 
ent. Fie further obferves, that th ,v 
Ample, by its antiphlogifiic quaff 
prevents the ill ejfefls of the more i f,t 
fating medicines. There has b£ el1 
great diverflty of opinion refpe*' 
ing the medical virtues of camph 0 ^ 
whether it was a dimulant or f<?d a ' 
tive; however, now, from a vad va ' 
riety of experiments, it has b eefl 
proved, and generally allowed to 
a fedative. It leflens the frequency 
of the pulfe, and when given 
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n efs dofe, it produces a weak- 
boj’ a - palenefs of the whole 
° Cc afi lornetimes fqdden death 
iierv^° n ^ by a direft a£lion on the 

of a j] been employed in fevers 
^PecLn nds ’ but * ts u ^ e has been 
the n „,/, re /narkable in thofe of 
Cq re . llc * kind. It will refill, and 
has f, n man y cafes, gangrene. It 
€**«* °i great fervice in the 
anj ent bnall-pox; fpafmodic, 
iep fv .°. av ulfi v e affections; in epi- 

lic c~r la maniacal and melancho¬ 
lies. 

infl an ^ as been ufed in mod: acute 
rh eu rn ^° r y difeafes, and in acute 
It hast m ’ ' v ith fome advantage. 
rialiy )Cen great fervice exter- 
the ah!^ 1 ^ 0 ' 7 ^ * n afcites, rubbing 
of ca,.T en w ^b a ftrorig folution 
offf ev Pbor and oil; and in taking 
joints P a * ns °I the mufcles and 
isthe r ln acute rheumatifm. Nor 
the ih e »"7 doubt of its taking off 
rh eu m n t - a f mmator y ^ ate both of 
latte r h ' and S out » but * n ^ ie 
r t , nent !f ^bcr a dangerous expe- 
* r °cerc ttS ^ Occa h°os only a re- 
the r L° n that difeafe ; as alfo in 
plaint ^ Urnat 'An, where the com- 
the f v n. as Ver y long and general in 
ev er *^ nd indeed, when- 

!'ty of tu depend upon a mobi- 

irreg,,! , 1e nervous powers, and an 
be * lts ructions, it may 

fedatiL„ C 5 ^» that fuch a powerful 
d°f e j s hould be of fervice. Its 
blit '°K m 5 grains to 30 grains, 
a ntuch 1 6 S ra dnally encreafed to 
the ey - ar S er dofe, according to 
ttyrrh ]V U ^ es ,°h the cafe ; with 
°Us fln , f i' Vl . IT1 * X into a homogene- 
a lfo with water. Vinegar is 
^ularly a ° ad ^. t0 its efficacy/par- 
V 3 dla Phoretic. 

IRT - Sedative — diaphorc- 
“ d ‘•'Ui/eflic. 


' an lh K ;„/ Iij ’“ ra c<mpk. — Sps. 

0 CAN% n ’P“' i "i^ KdiCnt in ,m,,y 
^NCRORUM CHELiE: Cam 


I 1 J 

cct pagvrv.s Li?:. Sjs. Nat. [X- 2 £.] 
Crabs’ claws : the black tips of the 
claws of the common fea crab, or 
cancer marinus. 

CAlfCRORUM OCUL1 difti. 
Crabs’ eyes fo called : (tony con¬ 
cretions found in the head, or ra¬ 
ther ffomach, of the cancer afiacus 
Lin. 

The only -virtue of thefe fimples 
is to a’bforb acidities in the prim® 
vise. ’ 

Crabs’ eyes arefaid by mod: writ¬ 
ers on the materia medica to be 
frequently counterfeited with to¬ 
bacco pipe clay, or compofitions of 
chalk with mucilaginous fubfian¬ 
ces. This piece of fraud, if really 
p radii fed, may be very eafilv dis¬ 
covered ; the counterfeits wanting 
the leafy texture which is obferved 
upon breaking the genuine; more 
readily imbibing water; adhering 
to the tongue; and diffolving in 
vinegar, or the ftronger acids dilut¬ 
ed with water, either entirely or not 
at all, or by piecemeal ; whilft the 
true crabs’ eyes, digefted in thefe 
liquors, become foft and tranfpa- 
rent, their original form remaining 
the fame. This change happens, 
becaufe the earthy part, on which 
depended their opacity and hard* 
nefs, is diffolved by the gentle ac¬ 
tion of the acid, which leaves the 
conglutinating matter unhurt. 

Mkd, Vjrt. Abforbent. 
CANELLA ALBA. [ L. E.] 

This is,a bark rolled up into long 
quills, thicker than cinnamon, and 
both outwardly and inwardly of a 
whitifh colour, lightly inclining to 
yellow. It is the produce of a tall 
tree growing in great plenty in the 
low lands in Jamaica, and other 
American ifiands, called by fir 
Hans Sloane arbor bacciftra laurifo - 
Via aromatic a. fruStu viridi calyculato 
raccmcfo. The canella is the inte¬ 
rior bark, freed from an outward 
thin rough one, and dried in the 
fhade. The fliops diftingurfh two 
I 3 
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forts of canella, differing from one 
another in length and thicknefs of 
the quills ; they are both the bark 
of the fame tree, the thicker being 
taken from the trunk, and the thin¬ 
ner from the branches. This bark 
Is a warm pungent aromatic, but 
not of the mod: agreeable kind, 
and is chiefly ufed to correft aloes, 
and other bitter fubje&s. Till of 
late this has been miftaken for the 
Cortex Winteranus, which fee. 

Med. Virt. Aromatic and Jlimu- 
lant. 

CANNABIS femen: Cannabis 
fati va Lin. Hemp; the feed. 

This plant, when frefh, has a 
rank narcotic fmell: the water in 
which the ftalks are foaked, in or¬ 
der to facilitate the feparation of 
the tough rind for mechanic ufes, 
is faid to be violently poifonous, 
and to produce its effects almoft as 
foon as drank. The feeds alfo have 
fome fmell of the herb ; their tafte 
is unftuous and fweetifh ; on ex¬ 
pression they yield a confiderable 
quantity of infipid oil; hence they 
are recommended (boiled in milk, 
or triturated with water into an e- 
mulfion) againfl coughs , heat of 
urine , and the like. They are alfo 
faid to be ufeful in incontinence of 
urine, and for refraining venereal 
appetites; but experience does not 
•warrant their having any virtues of 
this kind. 

CANTHARIDES [L. E.] Me- 
Joe vefcatorius. — Lin. S.N. Spanifh 
flies. Thefe infe£ts are of a Alining 
green colour, intermingled with 
more or lefs of a blue and a gold 
yellow. They are found adhering 
to different kinds of trees and herbs, 
in Spain, Italy, and France; the 
largeft and moft efleemed come 
from Italy. 

Cantharides are extremely acri¬ 
monious : applied to the (kin, they 
firft inflame, and afterwards exco- 
riate the part, railing a'more per¬ 
fect blifler than any of the vege¬ 


table acrids, and occalioning a more 
plentiful difcharge of ferum. The 
external application of cantharid eS 
is often followed by a ftranguary* 
accompanied with third and f e ' 
verifh heat; this inconvenience 

may be remedied by foft unc¬ 
tuous or mucilaginous liquors li¬ 
berally drank. 

Cantharides taken internally, of¬ 
ten occafion a difcharge of blood 
by urine, with exquifite pain : i* 
the dofe is confiderable, they feern 
to inflame and exulcerate the whole 
inteftinal canal ; the flools become 
mucous and purulent; the breath 
fetid and cadaverous; intenfe pain 5 
are felt in the lower belly ; the p a ' 
tient faints, grows giddy, raving 
mad, and dies. All thefe terribl e 
confequences have fometimes hap' 
pened from a few grains. Herm an 
relates, that he has known a quar¬ 
ter of a grain inflame the kidneys 
and occafion bloody urine with vio¬ 
lent pain. There are, neverthelef s > 
cafes in which this ftimulating fl) r » 
given in larger dofes, proves no £ 
only fafe, but of fingular efficacy 
for the cure of difeafes that frtf 
little to medicine of a milder claf 5, 
III cold phlegmatic fuggifi habits 
where the vifccra are overloaded , an 
the kidneys and ureters obf rutted 
thick vifcid mucuous matter , canth^' 
rides have excellent effecfls; he ,e 
the abounding mucus defends £ h 6 
folids from the acrimony of the fly* 
till it is itfelf expelled ; when 
medicine ought to be difcontinucd' 
Groenvelt employed canthav’nh s 
with great fuccefs in dropfes , obf 1 '^ 
nate fuppreffon of urine, and ulc#^ 
tions of the bladder : giving very 

f- 


confiderable dofes made into ho 


lufes with camphor ; and interp 0 
ing large draughts of emu \fi° n5 [ 
milk, or other emollient liqu° ( rS * 
by thefe means the exceffive l rrlt -r e 
t;on, which they would other#^ 
ha ve occafioned, was in great 
fure prevented. The camphor ^ 
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this eF 5 ontldbute much to 
fince as * s generally imagined ; 

p rorn Y las no ^enfible quality that 
rti ent ' an )f confiderable abate¬ 
r'll- . 0 . tbe acrimony of cantha- 
the ' nitre would anfwer all that 
form am P^ r ’ s Itippofed to per- 
li etlt * tb \ s > with milk, or emol- 
in j Mucilaginous liquors, drunk 
rea o rge T^ntity, are the befr cor- 
d 0 f es rS ‘ Cantharides, in very fmall 
a lfo •’ be gtven with fafety 

fer Ve ln ° ther cafes * Dr ’ Mead ob ‘ 

Whi^u’ the obfiinate gleeiings 

cure p ec l ll ently remain alter the 
Whirk Ven ereal maladies, and 
dj c j 1 ra rely yield to balfamic me- 
c an( .? es ’. are elreftually remedied by 
iu ed . ,des 5'and that no one re- 
Du^ \ S More efficacious in cutane- 
laft c !ld Aprons diforders ; in which 
oc c ’ a f^ ro P ei " purgatives are to be 
tJfe 1 p nad y taken during the 
an <l f r^ 16 can tharides. The bell: 
tides f P re P^ration of cantha- 
ri tUou,°t* t i efe P ur P ofes > is a fpi- 

Caf e$ tln <fture, and indeed in all 
for i ’ * le tiudure is far preferable, 
ft ajl( f e terna i ufe, to the fly in fub- 

lai^ s S 1 are aPuwea to be ftimu- 
is f l . the genital organs, which 
and a eir , . m °li certain operation, 
ni Cat s this power may be commu- 
^t'tern i' :o . ,:be parts contiguous, the 
rec 0n a lde °f the tincture has been 
r W^ ended in diabetes — leucor- 
rnedi^ am ecnorrhaa, Sec. but the 
great * ne .* s 5:0 be applied with 
With Ca M* on >' fmall dofes begun 
ifjj’ and gradually increafed, and 
by a a PParentbenefit prefents itfelf 
*ift ec j ^ dofes, it fliould not b,e per- 
Ti * 

e ^traA j ', rtues °f cantharides are 

Proof fnirv y rea ' lfied f P’ fk of w ' me > 
arif e • *7 and water; but do not 

an d dl ^ , 'P a tion. The watery 
a s th ‘ lrit °us extracts blifter as freely 
fly j-pre ^ . ln fubftance ; vvhilft the 
ftrua i lainin g after the feveral men- 

av e performed their office, is 


to the tafte infipid, and does not 
in the lead blifter or inflame the 
fkin. 

Med. Viet. Strongly Jllmulant , 
and vejicatory. 

Prep. Ointments — planters— r - tlnc ~ 
ture , &c. 

CAP PARIS radicis cortex , et fw ■ 
rum gemma : Capparis fpinof. Lin. 
Caper bufli; the bark of the root, 
and buds of the flowers. 

This is a low prickly bufli, found 
wild in Italy, and other countries ; 
it is raifed with us by fowing the 
feeds upon old walls, where they, 
take root betwixt the bricks, and 
endure far many years. 

The bark of the root is pretty 
thick, of an afli colour, with feve¬ 
ral tranfverfe wrinkles on the fur- 
face : cut in dices and laid to dry, 
it rolls up into quills. This bark 
has a bkterith acrid tafte; it is rec¬ 
koned aperient and diuretic ; and re- 
commended in feveral chronic diforders^ 
for opening objl, uffions of the vifccra. 

The buds, pickled with vinegar, 
&e. are ufed at table. They are 
fuppofed to excite, appetite , and pro¬ 
mote digcjlion; and to be particularly 
ufeful, as detergents and aperients, in 
obftruclions of the liver and fpleen . 
Their tafte and virtues depend 
more upon the faline matter in¬ 
troduced into them, than on the 
caper buds. 

CARD AMINES FLORES: Car- 
daminispratenfisLin. [L.£.] Ladies’ 
fmock, or cuckow flower. This is 
a plant in tafte relembling crefs. It 
has an ere< 5 l ftalk ; and leaves fet in 
pairs on a middle rib, with an odd 
one at the end. Its flower is white 
or purplifh, and is fucceeded by a 
bivalvular pod. It grows in plenty 
in moift low meadows, and flowers 
early in the fpring. 

The virtue of the flowers of laaies- 
fmock, in hyfteric and epileptic 
cafes, was firft noticed by Ray ; and 
their ufe has been revived by ffir 
George Baker, who gave them with 
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fuccefs, he fays, in fpafmodic 
afthma, chorea fancti Viti, epilep- 
fy, &c. in dofe of 9j. to 3j. of the 
powder twice a day ; reduced to 
that ftate after being properly dried. 

CARDAMOMI MINORIS fe¬ 
rn en. Amomum re-pens, Sonnerati iter. 
LefTer cardamom. The feeds of 
this fruit are confiderably ftronger 
both in fmell and tafte than thofe of 
the cardamum majus; and hence 
is the only one now diredled in the 
ihops. [ L. £.] 

Cardamom feeds are a very w r arm, 
grateful, pungent aromatic, and 
frequently employed as fuch in 
practice : they are faid to have this 
advantage, -that notwithftanding 
their pungency, they do not, like 
thofe of the pepper kind, immode¬ 
rately heat or inflame the bowels. 
Both water and re&ified fpirit ex- 
tradl their virtues by infufion, and 
elevate them in diftillation ; with 
this difference, that the tinfture 
and difiiiled fpirit are confiderably 
more grateful than the infufion and 
diftilied water: the watery infufion 
appears turbid and mucilaginous ; 
the tindlure made in fpirit, limpid 
and tranfparent. The hulks of the 
feeds, which have very little fmell 
or tafte, may be commodioufly fe- 
parated, by committing the whole 
to the mortar, when the feed will 
readily puiverife, fo as to be freed 
from the fliell by the fieve: this 
fhould not be done till juft before 
ufing them; for if kept without the 
bulks, they foon lofe much of their 
flavour. —They are confidered as 
warm cordial ffomachics, and may 
be taken in powder from five to ten 
grains or more. 

Med. Virt. Aromatic and ftbnu- 

lant. 

Prep. Tinfhire, and an Ingredient 
in federal officinal compofttions. 

CARDIAC ACfolia : Leonuri Car¬ 
diac ce Lin. Motherwort; the leaves. 

This plant is common in wade 
places, and found in flower chiring 


the greateft part of the fummetj 
The leaves have a bitter tafte, and 
a pretty ftrong fmell ; they are fup- 
pofed to be ufeful in hyfieric diior- 
ders, to ftrengthen the fiomach, 'to 
promote urine ; and indeed it ma>' 
be judged from their fmell and 
tafte, that their medicinal virtues are 
confiderable, though they are no\* 
reje&ed both from the London and 
Edinburgh Pharmacopoeias. 

CARDUI BENEDICTI fill* 

femen: Centaure.ee benediftee Lift* 
Blefled thiftle ; the leaves [L. E-\ 

This is an annual plant, culti¬ 
vated in gardens: it flowers in June 
and July, and perfetts its feeds in 
the autumn. The herb fhould t> e 
gathered when in flower, dried in 
the fliade, and kept in a very dry 
airy place, to prevent its rotting of 
growing mouldy, which it is very 
apt to do. The leaves have a pe¬ 
netrating bitter tafte, not very 
ftrong, or very durable; accom¬ 
panied with an ungrateful flavour, 
from which they are in great mea- 
fure freed by keeping. Water ex* 
tradls, in a little time, even with¬ 
out heat, the lighter and more 
grateful parts of this plant; if the 
digeftion be continued for fom,®" 
hours, the difagreeable parts are 
taken up; a ftrong deco&ion is very 
naufeous and offenfive to the ft 0 ' 
mach. Reftified fpirit gains a very 
pleafant bitter tafte, which remains 
uninjured in the extract. 

The virtues of this plant feem 
be little known in the prefent prac- 
tice. The napfeous decoftion lS 
fometimes ufed to provoke vomiting’* 
and a ftrong infufion to promote 
operation of other emetics. But tin 5 
elegant bitter, when freed from the 
offenfive parts of the herb, may be 
advantageoufly applied to other 
purpofes. T have frequently exp 1 -' 
rieneed excellent effects from a Iff 
watery infufion of car duus , with fret} 
lemon, or dried orange peel, m 
of appetite , where the fiomach " raS 
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Lin. 
as 
is 


h y irregularities. A'Jlrmger 

if dri ' n co *^ or vvarm water, 

freely, and the patient kept 
lT1 ’ OCCa fions a plentiful Caveat , and 
* J 0tes all the fecretions in general. 
75 £D * ^ IRT. Stomachic. 

oYoV V*>». 

drhr 10 -® [£• E -1 Fig 3 ? the 

il d frl »t of the Ficus Carica 
a- f if P rinc ip a i ufe of thefe is t 
ini °- ern ollient fweet. In th 
d e Cn ^P n the Y enter the pedloral 
th C r 1<>n anc lenitive ele£hiary of 
ky f a0 ^ S ’ They are alfo efteemed 
iia</ ° niS . as Ftippnratives, and hence 
a pi^ce in the maturating ca- 

VntT.. Emollient and fuppu- 

Co- ‘ H? ' Pn £ re dient in Deco SI. Hord. 
A' an d Cataplafma maturans. 

7n en \ Ji; U ONt, carvU J' eu cari -> f e ~ 

fi, “' '~‘ a rum Cami Lin . Cara wav ; 

c“ ds f i -.^o .. 

nla. irp '' Va >’ is an umbelliferous 
^ cultivated with us in gardens, 
fp r culinary and medicinal ufe. 
ana * eeds have an aromatic fmell, 
*. a w arni pungent tafte. Thefe 
ho* number of the four greater 
e tds ; and frequently employed 
chic and 


? a f, “ 


Hi; 


carminative m 


Go , U e . nt c °hcs, and the like. They 
a t) ‘j tciln a large proportion of oil, 
°do exce P !: F° me peculiarity in 


)Ur * neither their feeds, nor their 
in their virtues from thofe 


°il differ 

of 


a nife. 

' n ' Ti rt. Aromatic—r-Carmina - 

C \ ? o'v ^'Jhnial OH. 
TtoYt RYOPHYL LUS aroma- 
tht . s ’ Lbl * S L- PL l L * E - 3 c!ove ; 

oil U ' n ‘‘ Je J f ' c d-vcJ/i /, audits ejjential 

as p^° Ves are the flower-cups (not, 
°f a ? ener fiiy fuppofed, the fruit) 

Eaft i,X* ike T trC |’ g r 0 T§ V n thC 
wh-f 7- Jn " 1a pe, they fome- 
A\ rele mble a fnort thick nail, 
ablf ° Ves dave a vei 7 ftrong agtee- 
a totnatic fmell, and a bitterifti 


pungent tafte, almoft burning the 
mouth and fauces. The Dutch, 
from whom we have this fpice, 
frequently mix it with cloves which 
have been robbed of their oil: 
thefe, though in time they regain 
from the others aconfiderable {hare 
both of tafte and fmell, are eafily 
diftinguifhable by their weaker fla¬ 
vour and lighter colour. Cloves, 
confidered as medicines, are very 
hot ftimulating aromatics, and pof- 
fefs, in an eminent degree, the ge¬ 
neral virtues of fubftances of this 
clafs. Though they are feldom 
ufed but as correctors to officinal 
compofitions, they may be given 
in infufion, in the proportion of two 
drams of cloves to half a pint of 
boiling water; of which 3 or 4 
fpoonfuls may be given at a dofe, 
in flatulent complaints, in dyfpepfy, 
and as a vehicle tc other medicines. 

Med. V x r t . Aromatic — Stimu¬ 
lant. 

Prep. Ejfcntial oil. 

CARY OP HYLLYE RUBRA! : 
Flores. Dianthi caryophylli Lin. Clove 
July flowers [L. A.] 

A great variety of thefe flowers 
are met with in our gardens. Thofe 
made ufe of in medicine ought to 
be of a deep crimfon colour, and 
a pleafant aromatic fmell, fome- 
what like that of cloves: many 
forts nave fcarce any fmell at all. 
The caryophylla rubra are faid to be 
cardiac add alexipharmic. At pj*e- 
fent the flowers are chiefly valued 
for their pleafant flavour, which is 
entirely loft even by light co&ion ; 
hence the college direcft the fyrup, 
which is the only officinal prepa¬ 
ration of them, to be made by in- 
fulion;— 

CAR YOPHYLLATfE radix : 
Gei urbani IJn. Avens, or herb 
be net; the root. 

Avens is a rough plant found wild 
in woods and hedges. The root 
has a warm, bittcrilh, aftringent 
tafte, and a pleafant fmell, fome- 
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what of the clove kind, efpecially 
in the fpring, and when produced 
in dry warm foils. Parkinfon ob- 
ferves, that in the growth of moift 
foils it has nothing of this flavour. 
This root has been employed as a 
fc&machic, and for ftrengthening the 
tone cf the vifeera in general: it is 
flill in feme efteemin foreign coun¬ 
tries, though not taken notice of 
among ns. ft yields, on diftillation, 
an elegant odoriferous eflential oil, 
which concretes into a flaky form. 

This root is confiderably aftrin- 
gent, and has fome aroma, when 
it has been recently railed in the 
fpring feafon, and upon dry foil. 

Some foreign phyficians have 
fpoken highly in its favour againft 
jntermittents: baton repeated trials 
it has been found inadequate to the 
Peruvian bark. 

Med. Virt. Afringent — Aroma¬ 
tic. 

Prep. Ejjential Oil. 

CASIA F 1 STULARIS, Cafia 
fftula Sp. Plant. [Z. ZV] Caffia of 
the cane, the fruit of an oriental 
tree, refembling the walnut. 

This fruit is a cylindrical pod, 
fcarce an inch in diameter, a foot 
or more in length : the outfide is 
a hard brown bark; the infide is 
divided by thin tranfverfe woody 
plates, covered with a foft black 
pulp, of a fwettifli tafte, with fome 
degree of acrimony. There are 
two forts of this drug in the {hops; 
one brought from the Eaft-Indies, 
the other from the Weft: the canes 
or pods of the latter are generally 
large, rough, thick-rinded, and the 
pulp naufeous; thofe of the for¬ 
mer are lefs, fmoother, the pulp 
blacker, and of a fvveeter tafte; 
this fort is preferred to the other. 
Such pods fhould be chofen as are 
weighty, new, and do not make a 
rattling noife (from the feeds being 
loofe within them) when fhaken. 
The pulp fliould be of a bright 
fhining black.colour, and a facet 


tafte, not harfh (which happen 8 
from the fruit being gathered before 
it is grown fully ripe) or found* 
(which it is apt to turn upon keep¬ 
ing). It fliould neither be too dry, 
nor too moift, nor at ail mouldy, 
which, from its being kept in damp 
cellars, or moiftened, in order to 
increafe its weight, it is very {ob¬ 
ject to be. Created part of the pulp 
diflblves both in water and in rec¬ 
tified fpirit; and may be extrafted 
from the cane by either. The {hops 
employ water, boiling the bruHt’d 
pod therein, {training, and after¬ 
wards evaporating the folution to 
a due confidence. 

The pulp of cafia is a gentle lax¬ 
ative medicine , and frequently given, 
in a dofe of fome drams, in coftive 
habits. Some direct a dofe of two 
ounces or more as a cathartic, *'# 
inflammatory cafes , where the more 
acrid purgatives have no place: but 
in thefe large quantities it general¬ 
ly naufeates the ftomach, produces 
flatulencies, and fometimes griping* 
of the bowels, efpecially if the cafia 
is not of a very good kind ; thefe 
effects may be prevented by the ad¬ 
dition of aromatics, and exhibiting 
it in a liquid form. Geoffroy fays* 
it does excellent fervice in the pain" 
ful tenfon of the belly, which fome- 
times follows the imprudent ufe of 
antimonials; and that it may be ad- 
vantageoufly acuated with the more 
acrid purgatives, or antimonial f 
metics, or employed to abate their 
force. Vallifnieri relates, that the 
purgative virtue of this medicine is re* 
markably promoted by manna ; that a 
mixture of four drams of cafia, and 
two of manna, purges as much as 
twelve drams of cafia, or thirty- 
two of manna alone. Sennertus 
obferves, that the urine is apt to he 
turned of a green colour by the id e 
of cafia; and fometimes, where 1 
large quantity has been taken, 
blackifh. So iittle opinion had T r * 
Cullen of the efficacy of this 
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der* 1 J e P eated trials, that he canfi- 
f u rs Pulp of prunes to poflefs 
j t P e . n or power, and therefore thinks 
very properly be omitted in 
. ® officinal compofitions, wherein 
Ul snowufed. 

p ED * "V irt. Aperient. 

REp. Electuary — Ingredient in 
EUd^ry. 

'“ASIA LIGNEA : the bark of 
[£ -j Ild * an tree. Laurus CuJJia Lin. 

This bark, in appearance and 
uiatic flavour, approaches to 
d »Uumo n; from which it is eafily 
vY ! . n 8 a i {liable by its remarkable 
1 cidity ; chewed, it feems to dif- 
£ Ve *Ui the mouth into a A my fub- 
^nce; boiled in water, it gives a 
utuciiage, the aromatic part 
; the water obtained by 
c „ ulation, unlefs drawn with great 
i las an unpleafant fmell, fome- 
la t of the empyreumitic kind : 
ev erthelefs the diftilled oil proves 
early of the fame quality with that 
aro c >nnam°n. Caffia polfefles the 

in° ril '*^ C v *rtues °f cinnamon ; but 
an iuferior degree ; and its efFefts 
lit > e ^ S dl1ra kle. Its glutinous qua- 
V.’h renders it ufeful in fome cafes 
p e , ere aromatics arelefspro- 

^Ied. V IRT> dramatic. 

[L - K) Capr 

fatt" a ^° r a PP ears to be a peculiar 
Ce |j^ ^ubftance, depofited in the 
re n S ’ 0r . bags, fituated near the 
foot' 11 ) 1 ’ * n tPie leaver, a f°ur- 
in°f am pbihious animal, frequent 
ric CV parts Europe and Arne¬ 
tt* ‘ ^ conies from Ruflia : 

whi | S l ar g e round hard cods, 
britf] 1 a F ) l K>ar i whbn cut, full of a 
inte f rCt * ^ Ver ' c °ioured fubffance, 
fibr *" Perfed w ’th membranes and 
inf p eS - ex ^ lr ‘ f \tely interwoven. An 
^ick - 0t ; - f 1 " ’ s brought from Dant- 

Th« ’ 1 1K L 1S S e,1 eraliv fat and moift. 
A ue word 
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is that of New 


England, which is in longifli thin 
pods. 

Ruflia caftor has a ftrong dif. 
agreeable fmell, and an acrid, bit¬ 
ing, bitterifh, naufeous tafte. Water 
extra«fts the naufeous part, with lit¬ 
tle of the finer bitter ; reiftified fpi- 
rit extracts this laft, without much 
of the naufeous ; proof fpirit, both ; 
water elevates the whole of its fla¬ 
vour in diftillatian ; rectified fpirit 
brings over nothing. 

Caftor is looked upon as one of 
the capital nervine and. antihyjleric 
medicines: fome celebrated practi¬ 
tioners have nevertheless doubted 
its virtues; and Neumannand Srahl 
declare it infignificant. Experi¬ 
ence, however, has fliown, that the 
virtues of caftor are confiderable, 
though they are certainly far lefs 
than they have been generally fup- 
pofed to be. Dr. Cullen fays that 
on many occafions it is a powerful 
antifpaj.medic , in dofes from ten to 
thirty grains; though he allows 
not of thenarcoric power attributed 
to it. The medicinal virtues, he 
thinks, are beft extrafted by fpirit of 
wine, as this probably extra&s moft 
powerfully the odoriferous oil upon 
which the medical quality is thought 
to depend. The Edinburgh college 
are of this opinion, but the London, 
orders proof fpirits. Either of them 
may be given as a medicine to be 
fuddenly diffufed ; but he prefers the 
compound timfture of caftor of the 
Edinburgh Difpenfatory for the at¬ 
taining this purpofe. 

Med. Virt. Nervine and anti- 
Jpofmodic. 

Prep. Powder — Tinflure — Com¬ 
pound TinLlure. 

CASUMUNAR. 

This is a tuberous root, an inch 
or more in tbicknefs, marked on 
the furface with circles or joints 
like galangal, of a brownifli or afti 
colour on the outfide, and du/ky 
vellowifli within j it is brought 
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from the Eaft-Ind : es, cut into tranf- 
verfe fiicea: what kind of plant it 
produces, is not known. 

• Cafurnunar has a warm bitterifli 
tafte, and an aromatic fmell, fome- 
what refembling that of ginger. 
It has been celebrated in hyfteric 
cafes, epilepfies, palfies, lofs of me¬ 
mory, and other dij orders. The pre- 
fent practice fometimes employ it 
as a Jlomachie and carminative , but 
it is not fo much ufed or known as 
it deferves to be. 

Med. Viet. Stomachic — Car¬ 
minative. 

CENTAURII MINOR IS fum- 
mitates: Gentians Centaurei Lin. 
Letter centaury ; the tops [ L. E. 1 

This grows wild in many parts 
of England, in dry paflure grounds, 
and amongtt corn. The tops are 
an ufeful aperient bitter: the Edin¬ 
burgh Pharmacopoeia directs an ex¬ 
tract to be prepared from them, and 
employs them as an ingredient in 
the bitter infufion and ftomachic 
tindure. It poddies all the virtues 
of gentian, and therefore the extra# 
is preferred to that of gentian, as 
being cheaper. 

Med. Viet. Stomachic. 

Prep. Extra A — Tintlure — In- 
fufon. 

CEPA: Allium Cepa Lin. radix. 
Onions: the root. 

Onions differ from other bulbous- 
rooted plants, in having tingle 
roots, or fuch as cannot be parted 
fo as to increafe the plant. Thefe 
roots are confidered rather as arti¬ 
cles of food than of medicine: 
when eaten liberally, they produce 
flatulencies, occafion thirft, head- 
achs and turbulent dreams : in add 
phlegmatic habits, inhere vifeid mu¬ 
cus abounds, they doubtlefs have their 
■ufe ; as by their {Emulating quality 
they tend to excite appetite , attenuate 
thick juices, and promote their cxpul- 
fon ; by fome they are ilrorigly re¬ 
commended in fupprejfons of urine , 


and in drepfes. The chief medi¬ 
cinal ufe of onions in the prefent 
pradice is in external applications, 
as a cataplafm for fuppurating tu¬ 
mours. When boiled and taken as 
food, both from their fweetnefs, and 
the mucilage with which they 
abound, they are confidered to afford 
conficlerable nourifhment. 

Med. Viet. Attenuating — diure¬ 
tic. 

CERA FLAVA [L. £.] Yellow 

bees’ wax. 

This is a fo’id concrete, obtained 
from the honeycombs after the ho¬ 
ney is taken, by heating and preff- 
ing them betwixt iron plates. The 
bell' fort is of a lively yellow colour, 
and an agreeable fmell, fomewhat 
like that of honey; when new, it is 
toughifli, yet eafy to break ; by age 
it becomes harder and more brittle, 
it loles its fine colour, and in great 
meafure its fmell. 

CERA ALBA [L. E.] White 
wax is prepared from the yellow, 
by reducing it into thin flakes, and 
expoiing it for a length of time to 
the air ; when fufficiently bleached, 
it is melted, and calf into cakes. 
The belt fort is of a clear and al- 
moft tranfparent whitenefs, and of 
a light agreeable fmell like that of 
the yellow wax, but much weaker. 

The chief medicinal ufe of wax is 
in cerates, platters, unguents, &c. 
as an emollient for promoting fup- 
puration, See. It readily unites with 
oils and animal fats, but not with 
watery or fpirituous liquors. It is 
given alfo internally in diarrhoeas, 
dyfenteries, &c. either mixed with 
oily fubftances, or divided by earthy 
powders. 

Med. Virt. Emollient. 

Prep. Ingredients in many plajlcrs 
and ointments , and fome balfams. 

CERAS A : Pr units cerafus Lin. 
folia —■ fruclus —• gummi. The 
cherry — leaves — fruit—and gum* 

The fweet cherry with a black 
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u ,A; e » ^ pleafantly fourifti cherry, 
v Ul „ a colourlefs juice; and the 
A r y lour cherry, with a blood-red 
s ,, i< T e > commonly called black, red, 
4n dmorello cherries, 
fo , e ^ e E ru Rs, efpecially the acid 
r . ts , are very ufeful and agreeable 
Sr f ai 'd quenchers of thirjl ; and 
t fo /Ometirnes directed in this in- 
i‘' 1 hot bilious, ox febrile dif- 
Boerhaave was extremely 
n,l 0 f thefe and the other fruits 
1 tec *. herariy as aperients in fome 
^ironic cafes ; and declares himfe.'f 
'Tere 110 kind of 
of ! , Ut ; r ‘ 0n °f the vifeera capable 
Wff amoved by medicine, 

!c h will not yield to the conti- 
ttfe of thefe. Thefe are fel- 
of n \ U ^ C d as a medicine; the gum 
me cherry tree is a pretty pure 
j n ^ eta hle mucilage, nearly approach¬ 
es to gum arabic. A water ufed 
a ? e e *tra<fted from black cherries 
the bruifed kernels; but as 

m kCmels d° certainly contain a 
fatter with the lauro-cerafus ; 
^ trom them by certain roanage- 
a very powerful poifon can 

1 * ne ^’ ^ ! ‘ s water 1S n ° vV re “ 

Ou^ ED ' ^ rt ’ Refrigerating — the 
iif* Similar to that of Gum Ara- 

j.CHaLREFOLII folia : Scan- 

] Cheerefohi Lin. Chervil; the 

weaves. 

"’h^r * S a ^ OW anniia ‘ pBmt fome- 
y at at j jte parfley, commonly eulti- 
p 0 /^ ln gardens for culinary pur- 
f 0 ^ This plant is grateful both 
a . . le Palate and ftomach, gently 
i\\r’ Cnt and diuretic. Geoffroy af- 
exn S - US ’ ^ at h e . has found it from 
i K ' rie »ce to be of excellent fcrvice 
%rol°^ es: in this diforder, it 

f uppTeJr/i! d 'f c/lar i e f urin£ vvhen 

fee 1 / - d i renders it clear , ’when 

and T £rv and r tUrbld; aiKl VJ ben high 
s fts 'III a P a ^ €r colour-; that it 
tends * 11 d "’dthout irritation, and 
1 ai ic> *° &Hay than excite inflam¬ 


mation, He goes fo far as to fay, 
that dropfies which do not yield to 
this medicine, are fcarce capable 
of being cured by any other. He 
direfts the juice to be given in a 
dofe of three or four ounces every 
fourth hour, and continued for 
fome time, either alone, or in con¬ 
junction with nitre andfvrup of tb* 
five opening roots. 

Med. Yirt. Aperient and diure¬ 
tic. 

CflAMAEDR lOS folia , ’Truern 
Cham dry os Lin. Germander; the 
leaves and tops with the feed* 

This is a low ihrubby plant, cul¬ 
tivated in gardens. The leaves, 
tops, and feeds, have a bitter tafte, 
with fome degree of aftringency and 
aromatic flavour. They are recom¬ 
mended as fudorific , diuretic , and 
emmenagogue , and for flrengthening 
the Jlomach and vifeera in general. 
With fome they have been in great 
efteem in intermittent fevers ; as alfo 
in fcroohuloi/s and other chronic dif¬ 
order s. It has been celebrated with 
the chamaspitys for its antarthritic 
virtues, both of which make a part 
in the Portland powder: but they 
are not now thought to have any 
confiderabie efficacy. 

Med. Virt. Sudorific — diuretic , 
Ac. 

CHAM/EMELI folia, fares? 
An/hcmisnobilis Lin. Single-flowered 
chamomile [ L. A.] 

Thefe have a Prong not ungrate¬ 
ful aromatic fmell, and a very bitter 
naufeous tafte. They are account¬ 
ed carminative, aperient, emollient, 
and in lbme meafure anodyne: and 
Hand recommended in flatulent co¬ 
lics, for promoting the uterine purga¬ 
tions , in fpafmodic pains, and the 
pains of chi Id-bed women : fometimes 
they have been employed in inter¬ 
mittent fevers , and the nephritis . 
Thefe flowers are frequently alfo 
ufed externally in difoutient and an- 
tifeptic fomentations, and in emollient 
glijicrs. They have been employed 
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with fuccefs in intermittents, in pow¬ 
der in dofes of from ^fs. to a "j. 
between the fits : but then it ftiould 
be joined with an opiate, or aftrin- 
gent, otherwife it is apt to run off 
by the bowels. The flowers are 
confidered as a goodJiomachic , and 
have been ufeful in pains of the 
ftomach, taken in infuiion warm, in 
dofes of about four or fix ounces 
twice a day ;.for in this ftate it has 
been obferved to be more efficaci¬ 
ous than when cold. 

Med. V x k t . Stoma chi c — Car¬ 
minative. 

Prep. Infufion—Extrad—Ejfent. Oil. 

CHAMJEMELUM fore multi- 
plici C. B. Double-flowered cha¬ 
momile ; the flowers. 

Thefe differ from the foregoing 
in having feveral rows of the white 
petala fet thick together about the 
middle difk, which is much fmaller. 
In this difk the medicinal, qualities 
of the flower chiefly refide. The 
virtues of thefe are precifely the 
fame as thofe of the former, but 
they are confidered the ftrongelt: 
and if any regard is to be had to the 
effential oil, thefe flowers afford the 
greateft quantity. 

CHAMyEPlTYOS folia , Teucrii 
Chamapityos , Lin. Ground pine ; 
the leaves. 

This is a low hairy plant, clam¬ 
my to the touch, and of a Along 
aromatic refinous fmelt, and a bit-' 
ter roughifli tafte. It is recom¬ 
mended as an aperient and vulnerary, 
as alfo in gouty and rheumatic 
pains. Indeed it is faid to have the 
fame properties as the chamaedrvs. 

CHE LIDO Nil MAJO R IS, Lin. 
folia , radix. Celandine ; the herb 
and root. 

This plant grows upon old walls, 
among rubbilh, and in wade fttady 
places. The herb is of a blueifh 
green colour; the root of a deep 
red ; both contain a gold coloured 
juice; their fmell is difagreeable; 
the tafte fomewhat bitterifh^ very 


acrid, biting and burning the 
mouth : the root is the moft acrid. 
Juice of celandine has long been 
celebrated in dforders of the eyes ; 
but it is greatly too fliarp, unlefs 
plentifully diluted, to be applied 
with fafety to that tender organ. 
It has been fornetimes ufed, and it 
is faid with good fuccefs, for extir¬ 
pating warts , cleanfng old ulcers, and 
in cataplafms for the herpes miliar is • 
This acrimonious plant is rarely 
given internally ; the virtues attri¬ 
buted to it are thofe of a fimulating 
aperient, diuretic , and fudorific: it 
is particularly recommended in the 
flow kind of jaundice, where there aft 
no fymptoms of inf animation, and i# 
dropfes; fome fuppofe the root to 
have been Helmont’s fpecific in the 
hydrops afcites. Half a dram or a 
dram of the dry root is directed for 
a dofe ; or an infufion in wine of 
an ounce of the frefh root. 

Med. VlRT. Stimulating — Diu- 
retie — Sudorific. 

Prep. Infufion — dried root pow¬ 
dered. 

CHINEE radix. China root. 

There are two forts of this root 
in the (hops, one brought from the 
Kail Indies, (Smilax China Lin.) 
the other from the Weft, (Smile 1 * 
Pfetteio-China Lin.) They are both 
longifh, full of joints, of a pa! g 
reddifh colour, of no fmeii, and 
very little tafte : the oriental, which 
is the more efteemed, is confide?" 
ably harder and paler-coloured that* 
the other. Such fhould be chofefl 
as is frefh, clofe, heavy, and upo** 
being chewed appears full of a fa £ 
undhious juice. China root was 
either unknown' or difregarded by 
the ancient phyficians. It was fin* 
introduced into Europe about th e 
year 1535, with the charadter of a 
fpecific againfi venereal and cutansof 
eiiforders , and, as fuch, was madem® 
of for fome time, but at length 
gave place to medicines of a 
powerful kind. It is generally tup' 
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Poled to promote infenfible perfni- 
* at ion and tie urinary difcharge ; and 
b y its unctuous quality to obtund 
ac rimonious juices . 

Med. ViRT. Diaphoretic — Di¬ 
uretic. 

C{CHOREI folia , radix : Ci- 
c horii Intybi Lin . Wild fuccory ; 
*he roots and herb. 

The root has a moderately bitter 
hifte, with fome degree of rough- 
be E; the leaves are fomewhat lefs 
fitter; the roots, (talks, and leaves 
Vield, on being wounded, a milky 
•aponaceous juice. By culture this 
plant iofes its green colour and its 
hitternefs, and in this (late is em¬ 
ployed in 1’alads: the darker co¬ 
loured, and more deeplv jagged 
leaves, the bitterer is their tatte. 
'Id fuccory is an ufeful detergent , 
a pericnt , and attenuating medicine , 
a Aing- without much irritation, 
{tiding rather to cool than to heat the 
0 c ?y, and, at the fame time, corro- 
. b ating the tone of the inie(lines. The 
J u ‘Ce taken in large quantities, fo 
as to keep up a gentle diarrhoea, 
jtnd continued for fome weeks, has 
55 n found to produce excellent 
thefts in fcorbutic and other chro- 
nic al diforders. 

Med. Virt. Laxative — Anti- 
* c °rbuti c . 

j CIC U TM folia : Conti maculati 
Jln ' Hemlock; the leaves, flower, 
an d feed [L. E .] 

, As it is of great importance to 
e perfectly acquainted with this 
v ^getable fubftance, being the mild- 
e ,°f the hemlocks, the following 
" tcription has been given in order 
0 diftinguifli it from the reft ; and 
*^® rn pther plants alfo to which it 
s onilar in appearance. 
i ,t he leaves are large, with a 
ow round rib; of a dark or 
ackifti green colour on the up- 
er fide, and of a vvhitifli green 
be ^ erneatb 5 feparated into a num- 
Qv r , °j fmall oblong, fomewhat 
al segments, which (land in 
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pairs : thefe fegments are again 
deeply cut, but not quite divided 
on both (ides; and many of thefe 
ultimate feel ions have one or two 
(lighter indentions. The flowers 
confift of five white pointed petals. 
The feeds are flat on one fide, on 
the other convex, and rendered 
unequal bv five elevated ftrias. 
Thefe (Iris are elegantly indented 
like a Taw, and this laft is a mod 
certain charafteriftic. The whole 
plant is fomewhat fmooth. 

The root is biennial, white, 
the thicknefs of a finger, often 
branched: the firft year only pro¬ 
ducing leaves, when it yields, on 
being cut, a milky liquor; the fe- 
coud vear, when it has (talks, it is 
aimoft juicelefs. 

The (talk, which rifes feveral 
feet high, is as thick as the finger, 
round, hollow, with impervious 
knots, greenifli, and having com¬ 
monly fpots of a deep red, varie¬ 
gated irregularly with white ftreaks, 
and fpots of a red or blackiili pur¬ 
ple. 

The leaves, (talks, and flowers, 
have a peculiar foetid fmell, like 
mice, which at fome times is in 
the higheft degree ; at others fo 
little, even in the fame plant, as 
fcarcely to be perceptible, unlefs 
when rubbed between the fingers. 
The hemlock, though genuine, 
which has not this fmell, mu ft not 
be taken, as being lefs efficacious. 
This plant is common about the 
(ides of fields, under hedges, and 
in moift fliady places, and flowers 
in June and July. Hemlock is 
fametimes applied externally as a 
difeutient. With regard to its vir¬ 
tue when taken internally, it lias 
been generally accounted poifon- 
ous, which it doubtlefs is, in a 
high degree, when ufed in any 
confidcrable quantity. But Dr. 
Stoerck has found, that in certain 
fmall dofes it may be taken with 
great fafety, and that, without at 
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all difordering the conftitution, or 
even producing any fenfible ope¬ 
ration, it fometimes proves a pow¬ 
erful refolvent in many obflinate 
diforders. It is tiled with advan¬ 
tage in fcrophulous tumors ; in 
foul as well as fcrophulous and ve¬ 
nereal ulcers, both internally and 
externally ; in fcabies ; phthifis ; 
rheumatifm, &:c. &c. See Succus 
cicutce JpjJJ'atiis. 

Med. Virt. Refolvent and alte¬ 
rant. 

Prep. Powder and Extra£ 1 . 

CINARA : Cinara Scolymus Lin. 
S. P. Artichoke; the leaves \_L. £.] 

This plant is too well known to 
need any defcription. The ex- 
preffed bitter juice of the leaves, 
not depurated, or only freed from 
the grolfer feculencies by prefling 
it through a coarfe ftrainer, is 
mixed with an equal quantity of 
white wine, and three or four ta¬ 
ble fpoonfuls of this mixture given 
night and morning, as a diuretic, 
in fome dropfical cafes, or as a 
deobftruent in jaundice. In a 
larger dole, it is a Prong purgative. 
For thefe purpofes fometimes an 
infufiori of the leaves is ufed : but 
this mode of adminiflradon is more 
uncertain. 

Med. Virt. Diuretic. 

Prep. Expreffcd juice—Inf upon. 
CINCHONA: CORTEX: Cin¬ 
chona officinalis Lin. S. P. \_L. E ] 

This is a fpecies of the Jefuifs’ 
bark, the produ 61 of Jamaica and 
the Caribbee iflands. This tree, 
called by the natives the fea-fule 
beech, grows to the height of from 
twenty to forty feet. The outer 
bark of thefe trees is white, fur¬ 
rowed, and very thick. This is in¬ 
ert, and may be knocked off from 
the inner, which is of a dark brown 
colour. Its flavour is at firft fweet, 
with a mixture of the tafte of horffe- 
radifh and of theeaftern aromatics ; 
but when fwallowed, it has that very 
bitternefs and aftringency which 


charadlerife the Peruvian bark. R 
yields its virtues both to cold and 
warm water; and a deco6tion of 
half an ounce of it, boiled in & 
quart of water to the confumption 
of a pint, proved as flrong as a 
decodtion of an ounce and an hall 
of the true bark. With the addi¬ 
tion of orange peel it makes an 
elegant and grateful bitter tindhire. 
It has been given in London in an 
intermittent, and effected a cure 
as completely as the Peruvian 
bark. 

Med. Virt. Refolvent and alte¬ 
rant. 

Prep. Powder and Extrail. 

CINERESRUSSICI: C.innes fa- 
vellati; Kali impurum. Pot-afh ; and 
pearl-afh ; Ruffian pot-afh [L. £.] 

Pot-afh is an impure alkaline fait, 
produced from vegetable matters 
by burning. The flrongeft is 
brought from Ruffia, in dark co¬ 
loured very hard mafles, which do 
not foon deliquate in the air, like 
the purer alkaline falts. This fort 
is faid to be prepared by burning 
wood with a clofe fmothering heat, 
and making the afnes, with a ley 
drawn from the coarfer part of 
them, into a pafte, which is after¬ 
wards ftratified with fome of the 
more inflammable kinds of wood, 
and burnt a fecond time : by thefe 
means the fait melts, and concretes 
with the earthy matter of the afnes 
into hard cakes; but it appears 
from experiment, that this kind of 
pot-afh contains, befides the vege¬ 
table earth, a large proportion of 
quicklime. A purer and whiter 
fait is brought to us from Germa¬ 
ny, under the name of pearl-allies : 
this is extra died from wood a flies 
by means of water, and afterwards 
reduced into a dry form by evapo¬ 
ration. Thefe falts are liable to 
great abufes from fundry admix¬ 
tures, and therefore fliould never 
be employed for medicinal pur¬ 
pofes, without due purification; 
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c oId e ^ e< ^ e( i by Solution in 

tio n c ter> Oration, and exficca- 
C7Anw ^ art: chap. viii. 

ti v/^^ARISNATirJ. Na- 
^jnnabar. 

red r ? JS 3 P onc ^ erous mineral of a 
gary ° CUr ’ found in Spain, Hun- 
the • ai ] d f ever al other parts of 
P re ttv i d * The fineft fort is in 
j ar S e mafles, both externally 
red c nter nally of an elegant deep 
iip 0l 0 0q ~j which greatly improves 
P°wd ** di “8 l he mafs into fine 
Uutrtf 5 this is imported , by the 
is a . \ , rorn the Eaft-Indies. There 
in r ° °f. r f° r t} of a good colour, 
out „ J ,’til drops, fmooth with- 
ftriated within. 

itticaj 15 rn ”\ era l appears from che- 
of ex P e riments to be compofed 
hiann C ' r ^ anf * fulphur, in fuch a 
formed’• t ^ at ^ le < d uarit ity of the 
ti’m es Is commonly above fix 
ter : ^*" eafer than that of the lat- 

c iiir*ab ^ dner f ' ie C0 ‘ 0lir °f the 

f°u nd a ' 5 the more mercury it is 
has b« ° k°M. Native cinnabar 
Uiectic -611 ^ many preferred as a 
there ^ to ^bat made by art: but 
W, ° es not appear to be any juft 
The r ! ° n f° r this preference. 
obf erv ' at ’ve has fometimes been 
’^’tiucr 6 to occafion naufea, vo- 
bly ail( l anxiety : thefe proba- 
°f f 0[ ° Cee o e d from an admixture 
t^hich * e ai 'f en ical particles from 
’*ep eatf ,! t t co uld not be freed by 
has no a °Iution. When, pure, it 
ttiftin-q. f Q - Ua % or medical, virtue 
Cin na , rom' thofe of the artificial 
^°h)h| e r - ! which, it is not dif- 
' s c om t Jn /be animal fluids, and 
v ’ty, ll0n ly found of little afti- 

^^bJAMOMUM . Lawns Cin - 
harh . in ' Cinnamon, the 

Thi s d ltS e fTential oil [L. £.] 
re ddim 3b a hght thin bark of a 
Skills * Co]our » rolled up in lohg 
fghtfm S, s; of a fragrant, de¬ 
fect, ’ an( l an aromatic, 

ugent tafte, with fome de¬ 


gree of aftringency; bnt fo flight, 
that it can never be by it r e!f de¬ 
pended upon. Jt is alfo ftimulating 
and heating ; for even the Ample 
diftilled water, when frequently 
employed, has proved hurtfully 
irritating to the ftomach. It is 
generally mixed with the .caffia 
bark : this latter is eafily diftin- 
guifhable bv its breaking over 
fmooth, whilft cinnamon fplinters; 
and by its flimy mucilaginous tafte, 
without any thing of the roughnefs 
of the true cinnamon. Cinnamon 
jts a very elegant and ufeful aro¬ 
matic, more grateful both to the 
palate and ftomach, than moft 
other fnbflanees of this clafs : by 
its aftringent quality it likewife 
corroborates the vifccra , and proves of 
great fervice in feveral kinds of a I vine 
fluxes, and immoderate difeharges 
from the uterus An eflentix! oil, a 
Ample and fpirituous diftilled wa¬ 
ter, and a tin&ure of it, are kept 
in the fhops : it is likewife em¬ 
ployed as a fpicy ingredient in a 
great number of compofitions. The 
efiential oil is only obtained by us 
as imported from the Eaft Indies ; 
and, when obtained in its genuine 
ftate, is one of the moft powerful 
and agreeable aromatics we 'can 
employ. 

Med. Virt. Aromatic — corro¬ 
borant — aftringent. 

Prep. Povodet - fmple and fpiri¬ 

tuous difilled VAaier — Tindlure — 
EJJential Oil . 

C 1 TREORUM cortex ct fuccus .' 
Citrus medica Lin. Citrons ; the 
yellow rind and juice. 

The citron is an evergreen tree 
or fnrub, of the fame genus with 
the orange and lemon ; it was firft 
brought from Aflyria and Media 
(whence the fruit is called mala 
AJfyria , mala Medica) into Greece, 
and thence into the fourhern parts 
of Europe, where it is now culti¬ 
vated. N Citrons are rarely made 
ufe of among us: they are of the 
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fame quality with lemons, except 
that their juice is fomewhat lefs 
acid. 

COCCINELLA, feu Cochinilla , 
Coccus CaFli Lin. S , N. Cochineal 

££■ e.-\ 

This is a fmall irregular roundifli 
body, of a dark red colour on the 
outfide, and deep bright red with¬ 
in : it is brought from Mexico 
and New Spain. This fubftance 
has long been fuppofed to be the 
feed of a plant: but it appears, 4 
from chemical experiments, to be 
an animal, and from the accounts 
of the more celebrated naturalifts, 
an infect, which breeds on the 
American prickly pear-tree, and 
adheres to it without changing its 
place. Cochineal has been ftrong- 
ly recommended as a fudorifc , car¬ 
diac, and alexipharmac ; but prac¬ 
titioners have never obferved any 
confiderable effects from it. Its 
greateft confumption is among the 
fcarlet-dyers; and in medicine 
its principal ufe is as a colouring 
drug: both watery and fpirituous 
liquors extract its colour. 
COCHLEARLE HORTENSIS 

folia: Lin . Garden fcurvy-grafs; 
the leaves [L. ft.] 

COCHLEA RLE MARINAS 
folia : Cochlear ice anglic<£ Lin. Sea 
fcurvy-grafs; the leaves. 

Thefe plants have little other 
difference, as to their external ap¬ 
pearance, than that expreffed in 
their titles: in tafte and medical 
virtue, the former is confiderably 
the ftronger; and hence is alone 
retained both by the London and 
Edinburgh colleges. 

Scurvy grafs is a pungent Si¬ 
mulating medicine ; capable of difl- 
folving infcid juices , opening ohf ruc¬ 
tions of the vifeera and the. more de¬ 
fiant glands , and -promoting the fluid 
flecretions : it is particularly cele¬ 
brated in feurvies , and is the prin¬ 
cipal herb employed in thefe, kinds 
of cliforders in the northern coun¬ 


tries. It is eaten as fallad, and th c 
exprefled juice is the moft effed 113 
as a medicine, and chiefly gh' el1 
under the title of Saiccus CochR* 
arise Scorbuticus. . 

Med. Virt. Stimulating anc 
Attenuant, 

Prep. A Conferve — Spirit' —T*' 
prejfed Juice. 

COFFEA: Cofflca Arabica L' l>! " 
Coffee: the fruit of an oriental 
Ihrub called by Jussieu jafni nuni 
Arabicum lauri folio , cujus few** 
apud nos caffe dicitur. 

This fruit is employed rather a # 
food than as a medicine. Them 6 ' 
dicinal effe&s expected from it ar e > 
to aflifl digejlion , promote the. naW l(i 
fecretions , and prevent or remove & 
diflpofltion to fleepijhnefls. 

Med. Virt. Stomachic and Qt‘ 
roborant. 

COLCHICUM: Colchicum a** 
tumnale Starch. Lf Lin. [L. 

Meadow Saffron : a plant gro^' 
ing in rich moift meadow ground 
in the fouthern and vveffern 
of England. It has a bulbo 11 * 
root, producing from the lo"' f ‘ 
part a fmaller bulb ; from this la* 
arifes, in autumn, along a furl' 0 '* 
in the fide of the old root, a fj e j r 
der hollow tranfparent pedis 
widening at top into a flower Iff 
thofe of crocufes, of a whitifli i' e 
purple colour: from the fa n1 
root, next fpring, come forth thf* ■ 
or four upright leaves, like th°^ 
of the lily ; in the middle of \vh' c * 
appear, on Ihort pedicles, tlu^ 
triangular pods, about the fize 0 
fmall walnuts, divided into tlu^ 
cells full of roundifli dark-colo” 1 , 
ed feeds. The roots, freed 
the outer blackifh coat ami f 
fibres at bottom, are, while i rC J ,j 
of a white colour, fielhy, and m 
of a milky juice. 

This is one of thofe 
whole violent and fingulai* dEf. 
engaged the attention of O ‘ 
Stoerck. He obferves, that 0 


9 


It. 


THE MATERIA MED 1 CA. 131 


ac^’H 1C root ] " n t° flices, 

irritgtg 1 ,P art ^ c ^ es emitted from it 
t>re a a 1 le noftrils, fauces, and 
finp-f,/ and that the ends of the 
- - 5 rs with 


held *1 Wltil which it had been 
ed. ’ t j '• Corne for a time bepumb- 
to the' ^’ a PPhed for two minutes 
ed th e ^ le tongue, it render-- 
of fenr P. a, -t rigid, and almoft void 
than j atl0i ? ^° r hx hours : that lefs 
of hr j*" 310 ’ ' vra Pt ll P ' n crum h 
P r ° du ea J an< ^ taken internally, 

^ Ur oin r ? ‘ larmln S fvmptoms, a 
ttiach ? leat and pain in the fto- 
Jlefrv, riIjd bowels, ftrangurv, te- 
C 1 " 8 - thirfr, 
liev’e^t; "’Mch 

Wit], f v ^ an acidulated mixture 


thirft. total lofs of appe- 
were greatly re- 
r 5 y a n acidulated mixture 
o n th‘ } J U P poppies, and which 
that a da Y went entirely off; 

the r 0 ^ ln / u ^ 0n of-three grains of 
flo,., v r ln * our ounces of wine, 
tickij' n . vadow ed, occafioned a 
dry c & * n the larynx, and Abort 
tttinar' 1 "' ’ ^ oon a her a heat in the 
c har ?e ' P ada ges and a copious dif- 
e f tfi e P ale urine ; that an ounce 
lCc " juicy mot, being digejled 


n pp- 1 7 . - 6 av 

far g 0) j !lf ‘C neat in a pound of vine- 

*le fr e ~' C> / d~ e ight hours, and the hot- 
Q ^ntoji a ‘’ C r !ly -ftaken, the root became 
k y °~oc({ '’bfi and the. frained liquor 
( 0 > ‘Jl>i„ ln tajlc, irritated and 

Jh«r t Cg ^j ^ te .fauces, and raifed a 
°^i/h f f . 1 • that this vinegar, mixed 
•fitly 1 fi lts quantity of honey, and 
l0, icy °j do ion to the confJlencc of 
0 jc J»iel J.Vff a . fefficiently grateful 
k r °’not r 1 l ’ C ' l ' > tn k cn in dofes of a dram, 
Without • n Co b* ous dfcharge of urine, 
made tri- 

^ie llna S .° x ymel, in the hofpital at 
0 t her s r ! n d Operate hydropic and 
' v ’ a s f 0 ^ r ° Us diforders, in which it 


N^ n t t0aa as a moft potent 
““ t*wi£e~ ^ e S 5n . s with giving a 
. , a day m anv fuitable 


Ve hi 


S ra dually increafesthe 


?Ur 


1 n Ce Sn n ,° UllCf ' a nd fometimes an 
i^iC-1 3half ’n a day: if this 
n,' ^ proves ineffectual, he 
vI *e are little hopes of any 


benefit from this medicine. The E- 
dinburgh college have now re¬ 
ceived into their Pharmacopoeia a 
fyrup of colchicum, made with the 
fame infufion of the root in vinegar 
as above deferibed, in which arc 
diffolved twenty-fix ounces of fine 
fugar. This fyrup, in place of two 
or three drams merely, has been 
given to the extent of two or three 
ounces in a day, in general without 
inconvenience, and fometimes with 
good effefts. 

The L-ondon College form an 
oxymel, by putting to one pint 
of the vinegar of colchicum two 
pounds of clarified honey. How¬ 
ever, the fyrup is the belt prepa¬ 
ration, becaufe with fome people 
honey is apt to excite violent co¬ 
lic pains. 

Med. Virt. Diuretic. 

Prep. Syrup and Oxymel. 
COLOCYNTHIDlS medulla , 
Cucumis Colocynthidis Lin. Colo- 
quintida, or bitter apple ; the me¬ 
dullary part of the dried fruit [ L. 

This is the produce of a plant of 
the gourd kind, growing in Tur¬ 
key. The fruit is about the fize 
of an orange : its medullary part, 
freed from the rind and feeds, is 
alone made ufe of in medicine : this 
is very light, white, fpongy, com- 
pofed of membranous leaves ; of 
an extremely bitter, naufeous, acri¬ 
monious tafte. Colocynth is one 
of the moft powerful and molt vio¬ 
lent cathartics. Many eminent 
phvficians condemn it as danger¬ 
ous, and even deleterious: others 
recommend it not only as an effi¬ 
cacious purgative, but likewife as 
an alterative in obftinate chronical 
diforders. Thus much is certain, 
that colocynth, in the dofe of a few 
grains, aCts with great vehemence, 
diforders the body, and ometimes 
occafions a discharge of blood. 
Many attempts have been made to 
correCt its virulence bv the addi- 
K a 
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tion of acids, aftringents, and the 
like ; thefe may leflen the force of 
the colocynth, but no otherwife 
than might be equally done by a 
reduction of the dofe. The bejl 
method of abating its virulence , ’with¬ 
out diminifiing its purgative virtue , 
feerns to be by triturating it with gum¬ 
my farinaceous fubfances , or the 
oily feeds , which, without making 
any alteration in the colocynth it- 
ielf, prevent its refmous particles 
from cohering and flicking upon 
the membranes of the inteftines, 
fo as to irritate, inflame, or corrode 
them. It is an ingredient in fome 
of the purgative pills, and the ca¬ 
thartic extraCt of the fhops ; and is 
Seldom ufed but in this way. 

COLUMB/E radix [L. E.]— 
This is a root brought from Co- 
lumbo, a town in the ifland of 
Ceylon, from whence it takes its 
name; but we are not yet acquaint¬ 
ed with the vegetable of which it is 
a part. It is brought to us cut 
in roundifh pieces, about an inch 
long, and fomet.imes two inches 
thick; covered with a thickifli 
rough brown bark : the paren¬ 
chyma ilightly folid, appearing, 
after a tranfverfe feftion, marked 
with a large central dilk, brown 
itreaks, and yellow points. The 
fin ell is weakly aromatic, not dis¬ 
agreeable ; the talle bitter, and 
fomewhat acrid ; chewed it foftens 
and aim oft diflblves, tinging the 
f'aiiva yellowifh. By keeping, it is 
very apt to be" worm-eaten; and its 
bitteriftmefs diminifhed. 

The columbo root has long been 
a medicine in great repute among 
the natives of the countries which 
produce it, in diforders of the fto- 
mach and bowels. It was, how¬ 
ever, little known or regarded in 
this country, till Dr. Percival, in 
his Eflays Medical and Experi¬ 
mental, Vol. II. publiflied his ob- 
fervations and experiments on this 
root, with cafes of its efficacy in 


Fart 


various difeafes depending on * 
ftate of the bile : as the bilious co 1 ^ 
bilious fevers , diarrhoeas , habitue 
mitings , dyfcntery , &c. Other P 
titioners have confirmed its utj 11 7 
in thefe cafes. It has been emp^-g 
ed in dyfpepfta , with much ad va 
tage : but with regard to its p eCl . 
liar power of changing the act 
mony and correcting the p utr 
fcency of the bile, from the e*P ^ 
riments which have been ma^ e 
does not appear to be more po"^ 
fill than other bitters. Watc r ^ 5 
not fo complete a menftruun" 1 
fpirits, but to their united aCH° n ^ 
yields a flavoured extraCt in v£ 
confiderable quantity. The 
of the powder ufually given, 
from one fcruple to two. , 

Med. Virt. Stomachic and a 
tifeptic. 

Prep. Powder — Tinflurc. 

COE ESS I: Nerium antidyfi^ 


ricum Lin. Conefii. . 

This is the bark of a fmall ft ^ 
growing in Ceylon and Madag 3 ^ 
car, and on the Coromandel c° 3 j 5 
where it is called Conefi. ^ J 
blackifli outwardly, and c ° V r . 0 r 
more or lefs wftth a whitifli mO ’- ^ 
fcurf, which fliould be fcraped 0 ^ 
To the tafte it is gratefully 
and auftere. In diarrhoeas ^ 
reckoned a fpecific. jfs, or i* 1 p 
may be taken four times a dayt^ 
ter a vomit has been given. A \$ 
firft day the number of fto°; 0 \ 
increafed without any increaw ’ f 
griping ; the fecond, the coffi 11 ^ 
the ftools is meliorated ; and { 
third or fourth, the coiffi^ 1 jc 
becomes nearly natural; w'h e ’ a 
makes a cure. It feldom f at e ^ 
curing a recent diarrhoea P r ° C jietj 
ing from irregularities in i( jy 
without fever \ and it is-freq ue ‘ 
of fervice in habitual diary 1 
It is alfo ufeful in heemo ryI fifi 
and the root boiled in water 


good fomentations againft * n j 
matory tumours ; and fome lay, 1 
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Imer nall y it 
*mti c y? Jt 

3Vti 


is an ufeful anthel- 


J-Ufin \ t , 

’tic. * * IRT * Antifeptic and To- 

^thti 0 aTT MA J 0RIS •— 

the root °'^ lCina ^ ls Tin. Comfry ; 

Tii* • 

W w ;L ls . arou gfi hairy plant, grow- 
tetV' ^y river-fides and m wa- 
iar'o- e J u. Ces .* The roots are very 
f C ij ° n t ^ ie °utfide, white 
jiiie e ’ f U a v iRid glu tinous 
agree i 00 P art i c ular tafte. They 
alth^^ ^V a ^ty with the roots of 
the f,, ’ .} vit h this difference, that 
'''hat a S e °I confolida is fome- 
cul 0us ^°"g e r-bodied. Many ridi- 
v irtue s f 0r ? es the confolidating 
aiith 0rs ° f piant are related by 

Mgr, \T 

COvi-r lRT ‘ Emollient. 
fieni a f l ^AYERVA[L. E.} Dor- 

Th\™ tra - yer,l ’ a Lin ' S ' K 

tw° • ls a knotty root, an inch or 
thi^ jf n 2*k> about half an inch 
e Xteri la ?i a r eddifli-brown colour 
toug] ‘ and pale within : long, 
all er >der fibres fhoot out from 
^°aded S °. which are generally 

Thi s rn I ma ll round knots. 

a r 0ttlar °t is of a peculiar kind of 
a ^ r >ntrp C ^ rne ll» and a fomewhat 
"'ith a ,*?*’ warm, bitterifli taffe, 
acrii^ *§kt and fweetifh kind of 
hhr es L/ 1 "'hen long chewed : the 
tl Von aVe ^ttle tafte or fmell; the 
a lon e , s P art therefore fhonld be 
°f the °., * Contrayerva is one 
Ca lled *? .°f thofe fubftances 
Phtablv exi Pharmacs : it is indif- 
may 3 h, 00 ^ an ^ u f'f u ldiaphoretic , 
•% ~. e ihfelv given in much 
Q °fes than the 


r ger 

• U( ^ice inan the common 
jt. jj. I s accuftomed to exhibit 
j' V Watp VlrtUes are extracted both 
i lot r an h rectified fpirit, and 
^’Uier. a j lle in evaporation with 
e , x t>*a£t t n T' u 'huous tinCture and 
t ‘ lar > thp a te ^ ron ger of the root 
M e a ft"eous ones. 
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Prep. Pulv. Contrayerv . et 10m- 

pcjittis. 

CORALLIUM RUBRUM: — 
IJis nobilis Lin. S. jP. Red coral 

[A.] 

This is alfoa marine production, 
of the fame nature with coral¬ 
line. It cannot reafonably be 
looked upon in any other light 
than as a mere abforbent; as fuch 
it enters the officinal crabs’ claw 
powder, and is fometimes in prac¬ 
tice diredted alone. 

Med, Virt. Abforbent. 

CORIANDRI femen ; Coriandri 
fativi Lin. Coriander; the feed 
l L E.) 

Coriander is an umbelliferous 
plant, differing from all the others 
of that clafs in producing fpherical 
feeds. Thefe, when frelh, have a 
Prong difagreeable fmell, which 
improves by drying, and becomes 
fufficiently grateful; they are re¬ 
commended as carminative and Jlo- 
machic. Infufed along with fenna, 
they more powerfully correCt the 
odour and tafte than any other aro¬ 
matic; and are equally powerful 
in obviating the griping that fenna 
is very apt to produce. 

Med. Virt. Carminative —— Sto¬ 
machic. > 

CORNU CERVI. The flag or 
hart’s horns [£.] 

Many extraordinary virtues have 
been attributed to thefe horns, and 
to all the parts of the animal in 
general; but experience gives no 
countenance to them ; nor do they 
feem to have any other foundation 
than the great timidity of the hart, 
the annual renewal of his horns, 
and an opinion of his extraordina¬ 
ry longevity; from thefe circum- 
ftances it was inferred, that all the 
parts of him mull be proper for 
intimidating the enraged Archeus, 
renewing health and ftrength, and 
prolonging life. 

The horns, boiled in water, give 
an emollient nutritious jelly [£,] 
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Burnt to whitenefs, they yield an 
abforbent earth , purer from gelati¬ 
nous matter than the natural tefta- 
ceous ab for bents, but which ap¬ 
pears to be weaker in its abforbent 
power. This earth is employed in 
the officinal white decodtion. 

Med. Vxrt. Emollient — Nutri¬ 
tious. ' 

CRETA [ L. E,. ] White 
chalk. 

This is a pure alkaline earth, to¬ 
tally foluble in vinegar and the 
lighter acids, fo as to deftroy every 
fenfible mark of their acidity. This 
earth is one of the mod ufeful of 
the abforbents, and is to be looked 
upon fimply as fuch ; the aftringent 
virtues which fome attribute'to it 
have no foundation, unlefs, fo far 
as the earth is fatiated with acid, 
with which it compofes a faline 
concrete manifeftly fubaftringent. 
The creta, like the other teftacea, 
corredfs the acidities, and may be 
ufed in large quantities; they fome- 
times feem to be of fervice in di¬ 
arrhoeas, merely from corredling 
acidity, which, being mixed with 
the bile, occafioned the difeafe— 
not from any aftringent power. 

Med.Virt. Abforbent. 

CROCUS: Crocus fativus C. B. 
Lin. S. P. Saffron ; the chives or 
flelhy capi[laments growing at the 
end of the piftil of the flower, care¬ 
fully picked and prefled together 
Into cakes [ L. E.~\ 

There are three forts of faffron 
inet with in the ihops, two of 
which are brought from abroad, 
the other is the produce of our own 
country ; this laft is greatly fupe- 
I’ior to the other two, from which 
it may be diftinguifbed by its blades 
being broader. When in perfec¬ 
tion, it is of a fiery orange-red co¬ 
lour, and yields a deep yellow tinc¬ 
ture : it fliould be chofen frefli, not 
above a year old, in clofe cakes, 
neither dry, nor yet very moift, 
tough and firm in tearing, of the 


Part II- 


fame colour within as without, an 
of a ftrong, acrid, diffuflve fmell- 

Saffron is a very elegant and uw 
ful aromatic: befides'the virtu^j 
which it has in common with a ' 
the bodies of that clafs, it retnef 
ably exhilarates , ra jes the fP^'^jt 
and is accounted one of the hig'y 
cordials ; taken in large do> eSf 
it is faid to occajion imwode>t>d 
mirth , involuntary laughter , and tj 1 

ill effects which follow from 1 
abufe of fpirituous lquors. T- 
medicine is particularly fervi c 
able in hyjleric depreffvons proceed 10 ^, 
from a cold caufe or obflru£li° n •_ 
the uterine fecretions , where otn 
aromatics, even thofe of the m°‘ 
generous kind, have little efhg' 
Saffron imparts the whole of \ 
virtue and colour to rectified fpi rlt j 
proof fpirit, wine, vinegar, f, 
water : a tindture drawn with virl . e 
gar lofes greatly of its coloii f 1 , 
keeping: the watery and vin 0 ' 1 ^ 
tinftures are apt to grow four, 
then lofe their colour alfo ; 1:1 y 
made in pure fpirit keeps in 
fedlion for many years. 

Notwithftanding the great p°|'^ 
er attributed to this medicine q 
from the exp efl 


many writers, 


rac- 

id 


ments carefully made by later p : 
titioners it has not appeared to 
of any confequence. Dr. - C u * 
fays, in two inftances he though 1 
manifefted fpme power as an 
menagogue: but though tried . 
many other cafes in large dofe s : , 
had difappointed his expedtabom 
In feveral hyfterical cafes it ' 
been given to the extent of hah. ^ 
ounce a day, without produ cJfl £ 
any fenfible effedt; fo that no''' 
has almoft fallen into difufe e* ct * 
as a colouring ingredient. r ■. 

CUBEBAL: Piper Cubeba 
Suppl.P. Cubebs [L. E.] 

Cubebs are a fruit brought > ^ 

the Eaft Indies. This fruit ll ^ e 
great refemblance to pepper. ^ 
principal difference diflingui** 1 ^ 
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e I e ’ * s ’ t ^ iat eac ^ cu b e b 

ftallf lrn ^ le< ^ a I° n § lender 
fo * (whence they are called by 
^ er Cau ^ atum ) • In aromatic 
and pungency, cubebs are 
0( j ln f e rior to pepper; but their 
9 i, Ur aj td flavour are more agree- 
a , e *han either of the peppers; 
d;. , e y make a pleafanter ingre- 
In 'he vinum amarum than 
isr the pepper or ginger. 

Ed. Virt. Aromatic and Sti- 

v ^la nt . 


fin, 


^CUCUMERIS HORTENSIS 
*e«. Cuciimis J'ativus Lin. Gar- 
►p^ llCur nbers ; the feeds. 
f hefe are in the number of the 
lefs^ £ reater C °H feeds ; they are 
t { la a P t to grow rancid in keeping 


rpi 

►. . e cucumber,. though not. very 

p arf rieu t> hill makes a confiderable 
vva f the aliment of perfons in 
p 1 Ul c hmates and feafons ; and its 
q^ U p 0us } cooling, and acefcent 
a tty, renders it a very pleafant 
hov n ' er a hment. The firmnefs 
0 f t ever of its texture occalions it 
to he retained long in the 
a e u ‘ ac h : it is therefore properly 
0 r ppan 3 ed with fome of the 


others of that clafs. 


c oud 


uiients. 


tnt- 


^ed. Virt. The fruit dilu- 
Tr~—bn ed refrigerant, 
f i^CUMERlS AGRESTIS 

Momordica Elatcrii Lin . 
^ Encumber; the fruit [L. £.] 

.*■ his 
r eu 


1C1 ils plant, found wild in fo- 
Vau?i c .° un tries, is, with us, culti- 
>. gardens. Its principal 
is difference from the former 
is le “flail nefs of its fruit, which 
w. ° digger than a Spanifh olive : 
t 0l . l r T e > i' burlts on a light 

v; i ’ an d 

tolence. 

the 


it ourits on a 
flieds its feeds with 
, and hence was named by 
w a . re eks elaterium. This name 
£ u fP'd-Ed hkewife to the infpif* 
Par at jUiCe °f 'he fruit, the only pre~ 
m er i • l ° n °h ^ ie plant ?nade ufe of in 
der (hee the third Part, vtn- 

tC term EtArjiRiuM.; Ela- 
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terium is a ffrong cathartic , and 
very often operates alfo upwards. 
Two or three grains are accounted 
in mofl cafes a l'uflicient dofe. Si¬ 
mon Paulli relates fome in fiances 
of the good effefts of this purga¬ 
tive in dropfies; but cautious prac¬ 
titioners have not recourfe to it 
till after milder medicines have 
proved ineffeftual; to which cau¬ 
tion we heartily fubferibe. Medi¬ 
cines, indeed, in general, which 
aft with violence in a fmall dofe, 
require the utmoft fkill to manage 
them with any tolerable degree of 
fafety: to which may be added, 
that the various manners of making 
thefe kinds of preparations, as 
praftifed by different hands, muff 
needs vary their power; though 
it has been given amongft modem 
practitioners with fuccefs in fome 
obftinate hydropic cafes. Exhibited 
in fmall dofes of half a grain, and 
repeated at lliort intervals, it pro¬ 
duces its effefts; it in general afts 
moderately ; fome give it in doles 
to adults ol one or two grains, fuc- 
cefsfullv fometimes: fome unite it 
in fmall dofes with other medi¬ 
cines to promotl urine. 

M E D . V i R T . i Strong Cathartic. 

Prep. Infpjfated juice. 

CU C URBITfiE Jemeti. Cucur- 
hitre lagenarice Lin. The gourd ; its 
feeds. 

Thefe are in the number of the 
four greater cold feeds. They u- 
uite with water by trituration into 
an emulfion, and yield to the prefs 
a foft infipid oil, and poflefs the 
general virtues of unftuous fub- 
ftances. 

Med. Virt. Refrigerating. 
CUPRUM | L, £.] Cuprum na- 
tivum Lin. Copper. 

The preparations of copper are 
violently emetic , and therefore very 
rarely exhibited internally. Some 
have ventured upon a folution of a 
grain or two of the metal in vege¬ 
table acids, and obferve, that it 
Jv. ^ 


THE MATERIA MEDICA, 


Part II- 


136 

almoft as foon as received into 
the ftomach, fo as to be of good 
life for oqcafioning poifonous fub- 
ffcances that have been fwallowed, 
to be immediately thrown no again. 
Boerhaave recommends a faturated 
folution of this metal in volatile alka¬ 
line fpirits , as a medicine of great 
fervice in diforders proceeding 
from an acid, weak, cold, phleg¬ 
matic caufe : if three drops of this 
tinflore be taken every morning 
with a glafs of mead, and the dofe 
doubled every dav to twenty-four 
drops,, it proves ("he fays) aperient , 
attenuating^ ‘warming, and diuretic : 
he afibres us, that by thefe means 
he cured a confirmed afeites, and 
that the urine ran out as from an 
open pipe ; but at the fame time 
acknowledges., that, upon trying 
the fame medicine on others, it 
failed. He likewife recommends 
other preparations of copper, as of 
wonderful efficacy in certain kinds 
of ill habits, weaknefs of the fto¬ 
mach, &c. but we cannot think 
th internal ufe of this metal com¬ 
mendable, or even fafe. Phyficians 
in general feem to,be agreed, that 
it has really a virulent quality ; and 
too many examples are met with of 
fatal ccnfequences enfuing upon 
eating food that had been dreft in 
copper veftrls not well cleaned 
from the ruft which they had cOp¬ 
tra cf eel by lying in the air. 

Great care ought to be taken 
that acid liquors, or even water 
defigned for internal ufe, be not 
fufFered to ftand long in vefteis 
made of copper: otherwife they 
will diffolve fo much of the metal 
as will give them difagreeable qua¬ 
lities. Hence in the diftillation of 
firaple waters with copper Hills, 
the laft runnings, which are mani- 
feftlv acid, have frequently proved 
emetic It is remarkable, that 
whilft weak acid liquors are kept 
boiling in copper vefteis, they do 
not feem to diftolve any of the 


metal; but if fufFered to remain in 
them for the fame length of time 
without boiling, they become nota¬ 
bly impregnated with the copper- 
Hence the confectioners, by fkilful 
management, prepare the moil a- 
cid fyrups in copper vefteis without 
giving them any ill tafte from the 
metal. 

The preparations of copper 
which are in ufe, are the acetated 
copper, or verdigris ; the vitriohiiu 
cceruleum, or blue vitriol; and cu¬ 
prum ammoniacum. The firft is 
chiefly ufed in external applica¬ 
tions ; the two latter internally) 
beginning with.very fmall dofes, 
and incrcafing them gradually, till 
they create a flight degree of nau- 
fea upon the ftomach ; a quarter of 
a grain twice aday, which may bein' 
creafed progreffively to five : thefe 
have been fuppofed to be of fervid, 
bv their tonic and aftringent power 5 
in hyfteria and epilepfy ; but the cu¬ 
prum ammoniacum is allowed to be 
the miideft medicine. Should the 
medicine not fhew any good effeCl in 
the courfe of one month, it will be 
prudent to defift, and only give it 
fome days before the expeded ac- 
cefiion of the paroxyfm. 

Blue vitriol is alfo given as afl 
emetic in incipient phthius, with * 
view ofrefolving tubercles. 

Verdigris , from its ftimulant and 
efcharotic powers, has been long 
applied for the cleanfing of ford ul' 
cers , and bringing them to a dif* 
charge of laudable pus. A weak 
folution of verdigris has been ufed 
for refraining inflammation of thf 
eyes ; but a great deal of nicety ]S 
required in the management, t° 
avoid its becoming too irritative. _ 

IvlED. VIRT. Efcharotic — To> t,£ 
■— Aftringent, 

Pr ep. Verdigris — blue Vitriol 
am maniacal Copper. 

CURCUMA [L. E.] Curctt** 
long a Lin. Turmeric. 

Turmeric is a root brought hod 1 
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he Eaft Indies. It is internally of 
? deep lively yellow, or faffron-co- 
° l,r > which it readily imparts to 
^Jatery liquors. It has an agree¬ 
able, weak fmell, .and a bitterilh 
JPmewhat warm tafte. Turmeric 
ls cfteemed aperient and emmena- 
Sdguc % and of Jingular efficacy in the 
Jaundice. It tinges the urine of a 
‘aftron-colour, 

Med. Virt. Aromatic — Aperi- 
ent Emmenagogue. 

CURSUTiE radix; Gentians? 


Purpurea Lin. i E.~\ 

Thi s 

is a foreign root, which has 
e en u Rd bv fome practitioners at 
Edinburgh for more than forty 
! e ars. It is a ftrong bitter, has 
^ er y much the appearance and 
^ a ite of gentian ; and in no degree 
. u perior, though bv fome it is ufed 
3n dyfpepjia ; Dr. Home, in his lift 
. f be materia medica, ft vies it Gen- 
i J£ na luteafyliejlns; while he terms 
rie common gentian, Gentiana lu- 
fativa. No botanic author, 
°Wever, makes this diftinCtion ; 
*?° l " can the name of curfuta he 
, with in any writer the editor 
as confulted. 

Med. Virt. St-omach.it, 
CYDONIA mala, eorumque 
■ e/?I Jna ; Pyrus Cydonea Lin. The 
^cince-tree j the fruit and its feeds 

t /Princes have a very auftere acid 
^ ;e : taken in fmall quantity, they 
re Mppofed to rejirain vomiting , 
<5 alvine fluxes ; and more libe- 
y, to loofen the belly. The feeds 
ft ‘. OUn d with a mucilaginous fub* 
ti-T nCe > °Ino particular tafte, which 
e . v readily impart to watery li- 
i l >ois: an ounce will render three 
t - h n 6 °f water thick and ropy like 

the white of a » egs . 

and r^' ^ IRT ' Fruit Stomachic 
j, orr °horant —Seeds Emollient. 

PVtvtt ^ muc Hage from the Seeds. 
7: MINI Jemen : Cumini Cymini 

^ vurnmin; the feeds. [ L. E.] 
ls is an umbelliferous plant, 


in appenranee refembling fennel, 
but much fmailer; the feeds are 
brought chiefly from Sicily and 
Malta. Cummin feeds have a bit- 
terifh warm tafte, accompanied 
with an aromatic flavour, not of 
the moft agreeable kind. Tr.ey 
are accounted good carminatives , 
but not very often made ufe of. 

Med. Virt. Aromatic •— Stimu¬ 
lant. 

CYNOSBATI fruHus ; Ro/a 
canine? Lin. The wiid briar, dog 
rofe, or hip tree; its fruit [L.} 

This bufh grows wild in hedges 
throughout England. The flowers 
have a pleafant fmell; but fo weak, 
that Parkinfon and others have 
named the plant rofa fylve/his in- 
odor a :. a water diftilled from them 
fmclls agreeably. The fruit or 
hips contain a fouriih fweetilh 
pulp ; with a rough prickly mat¬ 
ter inclofing the feeds, from which 
the pulp ought to be carefully fe- 
parated before it is taken internally. 
The Wirtemberg college obferves, 
that from a neglecT of this caution, 
the pulp of hips fornetimes- occa- 
fions a pruritus, and uneafinefs 
about the anus; and I have known 
the conferve of it to excite violent 
vomiting. 

This poflefles no material quali¬ 
ties that give it any right to be in¬ 
troduced either into diet or medi¬ 
cine ; and the conferve is kept 
merely to give form to other medi¬ 
cines. 

CYPERI LONGr Lin. radix : 
Long cyperus ; the root. 

This is a plant of the grnmini- 
folious kind ; it is fornetimes found 
wild, in marftiy places in England ; 
the roots have been generally 
brought to us from Italy. This 
root is long, Header, crooked, and 
full of knots: outwardly of a dirk 
brown, or blackifti colour, inward¬ 
ly wbitifli; of an aromatic fmell, 
and an agreeable warm tafte : both 
the tafte and fmell are improved by 
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moderate exficcation. Cyperus is 
accounted a good ftomachic and 
carminative, but at prefent very 
little regarded. 

DACTYLI: fruftus. Phcenicis 
daBylifera Lin. 

Dates, a half-dried imported 
fruit, about the fliape of an acorn, 
but generally larger, confiding of 
a fweet pulpy part and a hard done : 
the bed are brought from Tunis. 
They were formerly ufed in pec¬ 
toral decodions, and fuppofed, be- 
ddes their emollient and incraffat- 
ing virtue, to have a flight aftrin- 
‘gency. 

M e d. Virt, Emollient and /light¬ 
ly Ajhingent. 

DAUCI CRETICIfemeni Atha- 
mantce Crctenjis Lin. Candy carrot, 
or carrot of Crete ; the feeds. 

This is an umbelliferous plant, 
growing wild in, the Levant, and 
the warmer parts of Europe. The 
feeds, which are brought from 
Crete, have a warm biting tade, 
and rather an aromatic, fmell. They 
are carminative ., and faid to be di¬ 
uretic, but at prefent little ufed. 

Med. Virt. Aromatic. 

DAUCI SYLVESTRIS femen: 
Dauci carotre Lm. Wild carrot; 
the feed [L. E.] 

This is common in padure 
grounds and fallow fields through¬ 
out England. The feeds pofTefs the 
virtues of thofe of the daucus Cre- 
ticus , in an inferior degree: and 
have often fupplied their place in 
the diops; and been themfelves 
fupplied by the feeds of the garden 
carrot: thefe lad are, in warmth 
and flavour, the weaked of the 
three : the feeds of the Candy car¬ 
rot are much the 11 rouged. They 
are ufed in cachedic and fcorbutic 
diforders, and in dropfy. 

Men. VlRT. Aromatic. 

DENTIS LEONIS five Tarax- 
a(i } radix (t f olia ; Lcoutodon Ta¬ 


raxacum Lin. Dandelion; the root 
and herb [L. E.] 

This plant is common in fields, 
and uncultivated places; it has fe- 
veral narrow dentated leaves lying 
on the ground, with a flender naked 
dalk fuflaining a yellow flower. 
The root, leaves, and dalk, con¬ 
tain a bitter milky juice: they pro- 
mife to be of ufe as aperient and 
detergent medicines ; particularly i^ 
the jaundice and other hepatic ob- 
ftrudions, and have fometimes been 
directed in this intention with fuc- 
cefs. Boerhaave elteems them ca¬ 
pable, if duly continued, of re- 

fiolving almojl all kinds of coagulations , 
and opening very oh/linate objtruSlioni 
0/ the vificera. 

Indeed we have various proofs of 
the good effects of dandelion re¬ 
lated by Van Swieten, Bkkgius, 
Murray, Zimmerman, Hauler* 
aud other authors of great refpeda- 
bility, not only in the complaints 
recited above, but alfo in drop' 
Jy , pulmonic tubercles , in impetigo , 
ficabies , and other cutaneous dfiordei'h 
like wife in ftones in the kidneys. ft 
has been given in dofes of from 
Jjj to Jiv. of the expreffed juice, 
three or four times a day, or a 
drotig decodion of the roots. The 
leaves, roots, fiower-dalks, and 
juice of this plant, have all been 
feparately employed for medical 
purpofes, and feem rather to differ 
in degrees of ftrength, than any 
effential property. It has been 
given in broths, whey, mixed with 
cream of tartar, and joined with 
grafs roots; and, taken every day foe 
weeks, or months, has been faid 
to fucceed often in ref diving a hard - 
nefis of the liver , where other reme¬ 
dies have failed. The plant lhould 
always be ufed frcfii; the extra A 
appears to lofe much of its ftrength 
by keeping; though, made in a loft 
form, and given frelh from two to 
four tea fpocmfuils every morning* 
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li: has been extolled for objlrutted 
v fcera, jaundice, and cofilvenefs , and 
^ or tubercles of the lungs. 

DIC.TAMNI CRETICI folia : 
Origanum Diclamnus Lin. Dittany 
°f Crete. 

This is a kind of origanum, faid 
to grow plentifully in the ifland of 
Candy, in Dalmatia, and in the 
Morea : it has been found hardy 
€ nough to bear the ordinary win- 
* ers of our own climate. The 
leaves, which are the only part 
Pj ule with us, come from Italy. 

he bed fort are well covered 
over with a thick white down, and 
n ow and then intermixt with pur- 
phlh flowers. In fmell and talle, 
^hey fomewhat refemble lemon- 
thyme; but have more of an aro- 
*j lat ic flavour, as well as a greater 
degree of pungency ; when frefli, 
tney yield a confiderable quantity 
an excellent eflential oil. 

digitalis folia: Digitalis 

P Uy purem Lin. Fox-gloYe ; the 
leaves [£. E. J 

Thi s grows wild in woods, on 
^Cultivated heaths, and under 
nedges ; the leaves are oblong, a- 
Cll niinated, am] l’omewhat hairy, 
Mth a thick, angular, hollow ftalk, 
on which numerous purple tubu- 
° Us flowers, refembling tlie finger 
1 a glove, hang downwards in a 
j. Qw along one fide each on a 
‘°rt pedicle. It flowers in May 
ar) fl June. 

The leaves are to be gathered 
a ‘ ter the flowering Idem has fhot 
J!P» an d about the time the blof- 
°rns are coming forth ; the leaves 
J ave a bitterifli naufeous tafte, and 
e en ftrongly recommended, exter- 
|V again It Jcrophulous tumours ; 
j.p. hkewife internally, in epileptic 
tjoi ders ; what fervice they may 
o^psble of doing in thefe cafes, 
nave no experience, Several 
Xv am P Ies are mentioned by medical 
nters of their occafioning violent 
f?, n j ltln &' > hyper catharfes, and dif- 
eTln £> whole conjlitutm; inlo- 


much that Boerhaave accounts 
them poifonous. It has lately been 
much recommended in dropfical 
and aflhmatic cafes, and is con- 
fidered as one of our moft certain 
diuretics. It is given in decoftion, 
infufion, and in powder : of the lat¬ 
ter, from 4- of a grain to two grains 
has been given for a dofe with 
three grains of aromatic powder, 
twice a day. The infufion is to 
be made with the dried leaves, one 
dram to half a pint of boiling wa¬ 
ter, to ftand four hours, {trained, 
and mixed with one ounce of fpi- 
rit of nutmegs, of which one or 
two table fpoonfulls may be taken 
twice a day ; one grain of calomel 
once or twice a day has been fuc- 
cefsfully conjoined. In the admi- 
niftration, great caution is requi- 
fite, as it has been found very 
poflible to pour in an injurious 
quantity of this medicine before 
any of the fignals for difeontinu- 
ance have appeared. It therefore 
fliould be given in fmall dofes, 
and at diftant periods, and the ufe 
to be flopped on the appearance of 
its affediing the pulfe, ftomach, 
kidneys, or the bowels. 

Med. Virt . Emetic—Cathartic 
— Diuretic. 

Pr e p, Decottion— Infufion — Pom- 
der. 

DOLICKOS PJi. Edinb. Do -- 
lichos prurtens Lin. Couhage, or 
Cow-Itch. Cadjufl , Bengalis [A.] 

This is ail herbaceous plant, of 
the papilionaceous tribe, growing 
in the Eaft and Weft Indies. It 
bears pods denfely covered with 
{harp hairs, which have the pro¬ 
perty of penetrating the !kin, and 
caufing a moft troublefome itch¬ 
ing. In the Weft Indies, the cow¬ 
itch is given internally, as an effica¬ 
cious anthelmintic. The moft par¬ 
ticular account of the ufe of this 
remedy is contained in Mr. Ban¬ 
croft’s Hiftory of Guinea, and it is 
confirmed by a letter in the Medi- 
csl Commentaries, vol, II, 
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The manner in which it is em¬ 
ployed, is to mix the hairy matter 
fcraped off h orn the pods, with fy- 
rupormelafles, into a thin electuary, 
ot which a tea fpoonful is given to 
a child two or three years oid, and 
double the quantity to an adult. 
The dole is exhibited in the morn¬ 
ing, faffing, for three fucceffive 
days, after which a dofe of rhu¬ 
barb is given. The worms are faid 
to appear with the fecond or third 
dofe ; and by means of a purge in 
fome cafes the ffools are faid to 
conffff; entirely of worms ; and in 
cafes of lumbrici it is faid alfo to 
produce a fafe and effectual cure. 
Its effects are reprefented as re¬ 
markably powerful and certain, 
without the lea ft dangerous confe- 
quence. 

Mr. Kerr lias given a botanical 
defcription of the plant in the Me¬ 
dical Commentaries, voi. II. 

DORONICI GERMANIC!, 
feu Arnica ’, flares : Arnica montan a 
Lin. S. P. German leopardfbane ; 
the leaves and root [Z. £.] 

This acrid and bitter plant 
grows in various mountainous parts 
of Europe; that, however, from 
Bohemia and Saxony is preferred, 
on account of its ftronger fmell. 

It has long been in reputation 
in Germany, as a refclvent of coagu¬ 
lated blood, and generally given after 
contuffons and internal bleedings; 
from its fuppofed good effects in 
which cafes, it has been called pa¬ 
nacea Lapforum. Formerly an infu- 
fion or deception in beer, of jj or 
■yij of the herb alone, or with the 
dowers, was employed: of late, the 
flowers have been preferred. Both 
are fometimes diuretic , fometiines 
diaphoretic, and. very often they oc- 
caflon naufea, anxiety, and vo- 
miting. The flowers are earneftly 
recommended by Collin in paralytic 
and fpafmodic cafes : he gave an in¬ 
fufion of Sj> to 3'ij, to a pint of 
water; or 3j to 3ij of the powder 


mixed with honey into an eledluary, 
either of which was the quantity 
for a day. 

A ft rong infufion of thefe flowers 
was the popular remedy for inter- 
mittents in the diftrid of Lutia. Dr. 
Mangor, of Wiburg, tried them in 
two cafes ; an infufion of half a ma¬ 
niple in half a pint of boiling fmall 
beer, was taken warm two hours 
before the paroxvfm by each pa¬ 
tient ; one of whom was cured by 
the fii ft dofe, the other by the fe¬ 
cond. It vomited both fmartly. 

The root has been of late em¬ 
ployed in dyfentery , either alone or 
joined with other remedies. 

The arnica has alfo been recom¬ 
mended in paralytic cafes , and alfo 
where a Infs or diminution of fen/e 
arifes from an affection of the nerves , 
as in inftances of amaurofis ; in 
thefe it has chiefly been employed 
in infufion. From 3 j to Jfs of the 
flowers has been infufed in Jfcj of 
boiling water and taken in diffe¬ 
rent dofes in the courfe of the day. 

Med. Virt. Antifpafmodic 
Emetic ~ and Cathartic . 

Pr e f. Infufion — Lledtuary. 

DULCAMARA, feu Amara- 
dulcis : Solatium dulcamara Lin. Sti- 
pites , the (talks; Bitterfvveet, or 
woody nightfhade [ZL] 

This plant grows wild in moift 
hedges, and climbs on the bullies 
with woody brittle (talks. The 
tafte of the twigs and roots, as the 
name of the plant expreffes, is both 
bitter and fweet; the bitternefs be¬ 
ing firft perceived, and the fweet- 
nefs afterwards. They are com¬ 
mended as deobftruents for refolv- 
ing coagulated blood, &c. and are 
faid to occafion generally fome 
confiderable evacuation by fweat, 
urine, or ftool, particularly the 
laff. 

They have fometimes been given 
with fuccefs in the iheumatifm , but 
do not always anfwer the purpofe. 
They have alfo been recommended 
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*n fome cutaneous difeafes of the her¬ 
etic kind. 

Med. Yirt. Diaphoretic — Atte- 
nuant — Cathartic. 

Prep. Ivfufton. 

EBULIfolia, cortex , radix : Sam- 
iuci ebuli Lin. Dwarf elder, or dane- 
Wort; the root, bark, and leaves. 

This plant grows wild in fome 
counties of England; but about 
London is rarely met with, unlefs 
in gardens: the eye diftinguiflies 
Httle difference betwixt it and the 
cider tree, except in the fize; the 
elder being a pretty large tree, and 
*he dwarf elder only an herb three 
°r four feet high. The leaves, 
roots, and bark of cbulus have a 


This is a refin brought from the 
Spanilh Weft Indies, and fome- 
times from the Eaft Indies, in long 
roundifh cakes, generally wrapped 
up in flag leaves. The belt fort is 
foftifh, lomewhat tranfparent, of a 
pale whitifli yellow colour, inclin¬ 
ing a little to green, of a ftrong not 
unpleafant fmell. , It alrnoft totally 
ditfolves in pure fpirit, and fends 
over fome part of its fragrance 
along with this menftruum in di- 
ftillation : diftilled with water, it 
yields a confiderable quantity of 
a pale coloured, thin, fragrant, ef. 
fential oil. This refin gives name 
to one of the officinal unguents, 
and is at prefent fcarce any other- 
wife made ufe of; it has been much 


naufeous, lharp, bitter talte, and 
a kind of acrid ungrateful fmell : 
they are all ftrong cathartics , and 
as filch are recommended in drop- 
ILs, and other cafes where medi¬ 
cines of that kind are 'indicated. 
Phe bark of the root is Laid to be 
ftrongeft; the leaves the weakeft. 
Put they are all too churlifli medi¬ 
cines for general ufe ; they fome- 
fnues evacuate violently upwards, 
a huoft always naufeate the ftomach, 
*ud occafion great uneafinefs of the 
bowels. By boiling they become 
(like the other draftics) milder, and 
niore fafe in operation. Fernelius 
re lates, that by long coition they 
entirely lofe their purgative virtue. 
Phe berries of this plant are like- 
u 'fe purgative, but lefs virulent 
^l-an the other parts. A rob pre¬ 
pared from them may be given to 
tue quantity of an ounce, as a ca¬ 
thartic ; and in fmaller dofes as an 
a perient and deobftruent in chronic 
d’/orders ; in this laft intention, it 
3t is faid by Haller to be frequently 
^-ed in Switzerland, in the dofe of 
a drarm 

Med. Virt. Strongly Cathartic. 

Peep. R 0 /> from the berries. 

E LEM I; Amyris Elemifera Lin. 
A l . Gum Eiemi. [Z-J 


employed in promoting the di^rftion 
and deterfion of wounds, and feidom 
for any other purpofe ; though the 
green is certainly preferable, for in¬ 
ternal purpofes, to fome others 
which are held in greater efteern. 

Med. Virt. Stimulant. 

E LEUTHERI M, feu Cafcarillat 
cortex [L. E.] Crotcnis Cafcarilla 
Lin. Cafcarilla; a bark faid to be 
imported into Europe from one of 
the Bahama iflands called Elathcria , 
in curled pieces, or rolled up into 
ftiort quills, about an inch in width, 
pretty much refembling in appear¬ 
ance the Feruvianus cortex , but 
of a paler brown colour on the 
intide, lefs compact, and more fri¬ 
able. 

Its tafie is more bitter, yet lefs 
difagreeable and lefs rough, than 
that of the Peruvian bark; with a 
confiderably greater fliare of aro¬ 
matic pungency and heat: the 
thin outward fkin, which Is of a 
whitifli colour, has no tafte. It. is 
eafily inflammable, and yields, while 
burning, a very fragrant fmeil: 
this peculiar property "diftihguiflies 
the eleutheria from all other known 
barks. 

Stiflerus feems to have been the 
firft that employed the cortex eLu- 
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thrive as a medicine in Europe; 
he relates (in his Aft. laborat. ckym. 
publifhed in the year 1693) that 
he received this aromatic bark from 
England; and that, home time af¬ 
ter, it was fold at Brunfwick for 
Peruvian bark: that a tindfure of 
it in alkalized vinous fpirits, or 
dulcified alkaline ones, proved car¬ 
minative and diuretic , and did con- 
fiderable fervice in arthritic, fcor- 
lutic , and calculous cafes ; and that 
if taken immediately after meals, 
!t affedted the head a little. Eleu- 
theria was foon after employed by 
Apinus in an epidemic fever which 
raged in-fome parts of Norway in 
1694 and 1695 : this difeafe, which 
at firfi: had the appearance of an 
ordinary intermittent, at length 
was accompanied with petechial 
fpots. The common alexiphar- 
macs and fhdorifics were found in- 
efredtual: but the powder or ex¬ 
tract of this bark, joined with 
them, proved fuccefsful, even after 
petechias had come forth: dyfen- 
teries fucceeding the fever were re¬ 
moved by the fame medicine. During 
the life of the eleutheria, the patient 
generally fweated plentifully, with¬ 
out lofs of ftrength, or other incon¬ 
venience : the belly was likewife 
kept open; thofe who did not 
fweat, had three or four (fools a 
day : where the menftrual or hir- 
morrhoidal fluxes were fupprefled 
at the beginning of the diforder, 
they generally, upon the ufe of this 
medicine, re appeared. Among 
the Germans, the eleutheria is at 
prefent in very great efteem, and 
frequently employed again/l com¬ 
mon intermittents , in preference to 
the Peruvian bark, as being lefs 
fubjedt to fome inconveniences 
which the latter, on account of its 
greater aftringency, is apt to oc- 
cafion : it is alfo given, with 
fuccefs, in flatulent colics, internal 
haemorrhages, dyfenteries , the diar¬ 
rhoea of acute fevers, and other fimi- 


lar diforders. The gentlemen of 
the French academy found this 
bark of excellent fervice in an epi¬ 
demic dyfentery in the year 1719 '• 
in which ipecacuanha proved in¬ 
effectual. M. Boulduc obferved, 
that this latter left a lownefs and 
weaknefs of ftomach, which con¬ 
tinued for a long time, whiiff eleu¬ 
theria foon raifed the ftrength, and 
promoted appetite. Among us the 
ufe of this bark is not yet fo gene¬ 
ral as it feerns to deferve: infufions 
of it are fometimes directed for pro¬ 
moting expect oration. It is given 
in form of tincture, powder, and 
extract. The dofe of the former is 
from one to three drams repeatedly 
in any convenient vehicle ; and of 
the two latter, from ten to thirty 
grains. 

Med. Virt. Tonic — Stomachic. 

Prep. Tinfture — Powder — Ex- 
trade. 

ENDIVLT radix, folia: CP 
chorii endivide Lin. Endive: the 
roots and leaves [£.] 

Endive is raifed in gardens for 
culinary ufe. It is a gentle cooler 
and aperient, nearly of the fame 
quality with the cichorium. The 
feeds are ranked among the four 
leffer cold feeds. 

ENULAE CAMPANAE: Inula 
helenium Lin. S. P. Elecampane ; 
the root [A.] 

This is a very large downy plant, 
fometimes found wild in moift rich 
foils. The root, efpecially when 
dry, has an agreeable aromatic 
fmell: its tafte, on fivft chewing, 
is glutinous, and as it were fome- 
what rancid; in a little time it 
difcovers an aromatic bitternefs, 
which by degrees becomes confi- 
derably acrid and pungent. Ele¬ 
campane root is principally recom¬ 
mended for promoting expeftoration in 
humoural afhmas and coughs : libe¬ 
rally taken, it is faid to excite urine , 
and loofen the belly, In fome parts 
of Germany, large quantities of 
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lls root are candied, and ufed as 
G J‘°;nac/iic, for Jlrenthening the tone 
the vifcera in general, and for at - 
f hunting tenacious juices. Spirituous 
'R^or.s extraft its virtues in greater 
Perfection than watery ones: the 
corner fcarce elevate any thing in 
dtillation : with the latter an ef- 
, ei) tial oil arifes, which concretes 
~ nfo white flakes: this pofTefles at 
, 1 foe flavour of the elecampane, 
. llt ^ very apt to lofe it in keep¬ 
ing- Its dole is from twenty to 
ixty grains powdered. 

i'dKD. V irt. Aperient and Diu¬ 
retic. r 

Px kp. Candied — Powder. 
F-RUCJE femen : Erajjica; Emcee 
ln ' Rocket; the feeds. 

I his was formerly much culti- 
^ a ted in gardens for medicinal ufe, 
j n i* P°r fallads, but is at prefent 
? common. In appearance, it 
^'enables muftard, but is eafily di- 
. "tgulfhable by the fmoothnefs of 
^ leaves, and its difagreeable fmell. 
le Pccds have a pungent tafle, of 
Muftard kind, but weaker: 
a have long been celebrated as 
ha and may, probably, 

V - Ve in fome cafes a title to this 
, l, c, in common with other acrid 
plants. 


hlnn. Virt. Stimulant. 

. RYNGII radix : Eryngii 
r B. Lin. S. P. Ervngc 
I h' 4 ly ; the root [L. £.] 
f 0 ^ his plant grows plentiful! 
A ) '' ne °f our fandy and gra’ 
v'Oies. t h e roots are p enc fer, 
* on g; of a pleafant fwe 
f e ’ ^hich, on chewing then 

dear^ t * lriei IS flowed by a 
g re e of aromatic warmth ar 
^imony. They are confidert 
l** Ien t and diuretic, and have 
v5 r ” Ct idrrated as aphrodifac ; ' 
adrn l-leS . however are too wea 
did^ triern under the head of 
4 er , es ‘ The candied root is 
M ?° he kept in the (hops. 
^ iRr * Aperient-—Dim 


ER YSIMI folia : Eryflmi offici¬ 
nalis Lin. Hedge milliard; the 
leaves. 

This is a low hairy plant, com¬ 
mon in walle places, and by way- 
lides. The leaves are faid to pro¬ 
mote expectoration, excite urine , and the 
other fluid fccretions, attenuate and 
diffolve vifeid juices, Sec. This they 
are fuppofed to perform by an a- 
crimonious llimulating quality; 
but the tafle difeovers in them only 
an herbaceous foftnefsvoid of acri¬ 
mony : the feeds indeed are confi- 
derablv pungent, and the roots in 
fome fmall degree. It has been in 
eftimation for the curing of hoarfe- 
nefs, which it is fuppofed to effeft 
by a gentle liimulus on the glands 
of the fauces. The juice fliould 
be made ufe of mixed with an 
equal part of fugar, or honey; 
two or three fpoonfulls of which 
may be taken occafionally, and 
gradually fwallowed: in its Head, 
horfe-radifh may be ufed, which 
often produces the fame effeft.— 
See Raphantjs rusticanus. 

Med. Virt. Stimulant — Attain- 
ant — Diuretic. 

Prkp. Juice. 

EUPATORTI CAN NAB INI 
Lin. folia: Hemp agrimony, water 
agrimony, or water hemp; the 
leaves. 

This plant is found wild by the 
lides of rivers and ditches. It has 
an acrid fmell, and a very bitter 
talie, with a confiderable {hare of 
pungency. The leaves are greatly 
recommended for ft lengthening the 
tone of the After a, and as an aperient; 
and faid to have excellent efFefts 
in the dropfy , jaundice, cachexies, and 
fcorbutic diforders , Boerhaave in¬ 
forms us, that this is the common 
medicine of the turf-diggers in 
Holland, againfl fcurvies,foul ulcers, 
and fuellings in the feet, to which 
they are fab]eft. The root of this 
plant is faid to operate as a Jlrong 
cathartic. 
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Med. Virt. Atienuant — Corro¬ 
borant. 

EUPHORBIUM. Euphorbia offi- 
cinarum Lin. A gummy refin ex¬ 
uding from a large oriental ihrub. 
It. is brought to us immediately 
from Barbary, in drops of an irre¬ 
gular form ; fome of which, upon 
being broken, are found to contain 
little thorns, fmall twigs, flowers, 
and other vegetable matters; others 
are hollow, without any thing in 
their cavity: the tears in general 
are of a pale yellow colour exter¬ 
nally, fomewhat white withinfide : 
they eafily break betwixt the fin¬ 
gers. Lightly applied to the 
tongue, they affeft it with a very 
fharp biting tafle : and, upon be¬ 
ing held for fome time in the 
mouth, prove vehemently acri* 
monious, inflaming, and exulcerat- 
ing the fauces, &c. Euphorbium 
is extremely troublefotne to pul- 
verife; the finer part of the pow¬ 
der, which flies off, affieftiug the 
head in a violent manner. The 
acrimony is fo great as to render 
it abfolutelv unfit for any internal 
ufe ; and we think, with Hoffman 
and others, that it ought to be ex¬ 
punged from the catalogue of in¬ 
ternal medicines. 

FERRUM et CHALYBS [L. A.] 
Iron and flee) [L. E.} 

Steel is accounted lefs proper 
for medicinal ufe than the fofter 
iron, as being afted upon with 
more difficulty by the animal juices 
and the common menfrrua : iron 
diffolves readily in all acids, and 
rufts freely in the air, efpeciallv if 
occafionally moillened with water; 
Teel requires a longer time for its 
folntion, and does not ruft fo 
eafily. 

The general virtues of thefe me¬ 
tals, and the feveral preparations 
of the m, are, to cmjlringe the fibres , 
to quicken the circulation, to promote 
the deficient fecretions in the remoter 


parts, and at the fame time reprefi 
inordinate difebarges into the intejiin& 
tube. After the ufe of them, n 
they take effeft, the pulfeisverV 
fenfibiy railed; the colour of the 
face, though before pale, changes 
to a florid red ; the alvine, urinary* 
and cuticular excretions, are in* 
creafed. Nidorous emulations, and 
the feces voided of a black colour, at& 
marks of their taking elite ejfedt. 

An aperient -virtue is ufually at¬ 
tributed to fome of the preparations of 
iron, and an afringent to others J 
but in reality, they all produce the 
elfe&s both of aperients and aftrin- 
gents, and feem to differ only in 
degree. Thofe diftinguifhed by 
the name of aftringent fometimes 
occafion a very copious difeharge 
of urine, or a diarrhoea; whilft 
thofe called aperient frequently 
flop thefe evacuations. 

Where either a preternatural 
difcharg£, or fuppreffion of natural 
fecretions, proceeds from a languor 
and fiuggiflinefs of the fluids, and 
weakness of the foiids, this metal, 
by increafing the motion of the 
former, and the ftrength of the 
latter, will fupprefs the flux, or 
remove the fuppreflion : but where 
the circulation is already too quick, 
the foiids too tenfe and rigid, where 
there is any ftrifture or fpafmodic 
contraction of the veflels ; iron, 
and all the preparations of it, will 
aggravate equally both diftem* 
pers. 

Though the different prepara¬ 
tions of iron aft all in the fame 
manner, yet they are not equally 
proper in all conftitutions. Where 
acidities abound in the firlt paf" 
fages, the crude filings, reduced into 
a fine powder, prove more fervice- 
able than the moft elaborate pi' e " 
paration of them. On the other 
(.and, where there Is no acid in 
the primse vise, the metal requires 
to be previoufly opened by faliu e 
menftrua; hence a folution of iron. 
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ac id liquors has In many cafes 
^client elfedts, where (as Boef- 
j ) j ave obferves) the more indigefti- 
preparations, as the calces made 
a U ^ re ’ * lave fcarce any effedt at 
in' ^aihalefcent juices be lodged 
gj be ftomach, this metal, though 
5 n lr » a liquid form, proves at 
v t ^felefs; for here the acid fol- 
* S a b‘'°rbed by the alkaline 
bQd ters which it meets with in the 
<j u ' V » as to leave the iron re- 
PjP to an inactive calx. 
Mr ha *ybeate medicines are like- 
dent ^ u PP°^ e d -to differ, indepen- 
t| 0n differences in the conftitu- 
the 5 a . Ccor ding to the nature of 
a eid united with the metal: 


Ve £ e table 


E e nt 


and 


acids fuperadd a deter- 


j ln , aperient virtue; com- 
a^ls • Vv * tb f ‘' e vitriolic, the metal 
as j, 1 ' 1 tb e hrft pafiages powerfully 
r ei -, d n a P e rient; whilft the nitrous 
thp ^ tlS ^ extremely flyptic : and 
t^arine, ftiil moi fo. 
f>i le Q e - ru ft of iron has been found 
ir 0ll 1 f he beft preparations of 
lent a a . s . t ^ crt ' is generally a preva¬ 
il! Ca ^ * n tb e ftomach, cfpecialiy 
be nPf 8 , H 'here it is moft likely to 
f U ’ w hich uniting with the 
of «n adlive fait, pofTeffed 

bp 0ri ^ In gent and tonic pow ers, 
ben e ^ t exertion of which all the 
beat^ j 0 be derived from clialv- 
depends. 

Mth j P r epared ruft may be begun 
*bcr ea f l dofes of five grains, and 
ft- ^ further to as much as 
a te a r " 5c<c b will bear; and if there 
C ^ c acv Ula fj cs joined with it, its 
lVl E ' be increafed. 
nt c. ’ tRT. Jljlringent and To- 

^orJ; P * ^. ee the third-part of this 
FIt’t" f r J re parations of Iron, 
p-j. . ARlS radix: Pvly- 
t^ale fern lS l laris Tin. Common 

. Thu ’ the root f£.1 

ltl ev er / egetable is found growing 

b P ar! of Britain fn great 


abundance on uncultivated ground. 
The greateff part of the root lies 
horizontally; it confiftsofa great 
number of long blackifh fibres, 
matted together, and iffuing from 
a thick knotty head : it has a great 
number of appendages placed clofe 
to each other in a vertical direc¬ 
tion, while a number of fmall fi¬ 
bres fiiike downwards. The large 
root, together with the appendages, 
are to be referved. The two ends, 
however, are to be cut off; the 
one being too old and fpongy ; the 
other, too new and green. 

This root has been lately cele¬ 
brated as an efficacious remedy a- 
gainft the taenia, or tape-worm : 
and indeed it appears to have been 
known to the ancients, and ufed 
with this view, as it is mentioned 
by Diofcorides, Theophraftus, and 
Galen. Notwithftanding which, 
it had fallen into difrepute, and 
was negledied, till Madame Nou- 
fer, a furgeon’s widow, had ac¬ 
quired much celebrity by employ¬ 
ing it as a fpecific in the cure of this 
malady. It was exhibited in the 
following manner; To the patient 
was given an emollient glyller, and 
a fupper of panada with butter 
and fait; then in the morning, if 
an adult , while in bed, two or 
three drams of the powder of male 
fern recently gathered ; i i an infant, 
one drai@i, wafhed dbwn with wa¬ 
ter ; and two hours after a Prong 
cathartic, compofed of calomel 
and fcammony, was exhibited, pro¬ 
portioned to the ftrength of the 
patient. Should this not operate 
in due time, a dofe of purging fait 
was to fucceed ; and if the worm 
was not expelled in a few hours, 
this procefs at proper intervals was 
to be repeated. That this mode 
has fucceeded there can be no 
doubt, becaufe it has been proved 
in feveral cafes : but whether the 
fern-root or the cathartic produces 
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the effeft is uncertain ; becaufe, in 
feveral trials which have been 
made with the fern root in Scot¬ 
land, it has been found that the 
fiomach can bear considerable 
quantities, without the fmaileft 
inconvenience, and when given 
by itfelf it had no fenfible effects. 
In Germany, however, it has been 
faid, that the taenia has been ex¬ 
pelled by the fern-root repeatedly 
exhibited, without the atliftau.ee of 
any othqr medicine. 

Med. Virt. Anthelmintic and 
Deobfirueitt. 

Peep. Powder. 

FILIP EN DULAP, radix: Spi- 
teee filipendulce Lin. Dropwort; the 
‘root. 

This plant grows wild in fields 
and chalky grounds: the root con- 
fifts of a number of tubercles, fatt¬ 
ened together by {lender firings; 
its tafte is rough and bitterifh, 
with a flight degree of pungency. 
Thefe qualities point out its life in 
a H acrid fiats of the veifels, and in 
a fiuggifnnefs of the juices: the 
natural evacuations are, in'fome 
fneafure, refirained or promoted by 
it, where the excefs or deficiency 
proceeds from this caufe. ^ Hence 
forne have recommended it as an 
«firingcnt in dyfenter ies r immoderate 
Uterine fl.uors , &c. others as a diu¬ 
retic ; and others as an aperient and 
deobjlruent in Jcropkulous hdhits. At 
prelent it is wholly disregarded. 

Med. Virt. AJlringent — Cor - 
fbhorant . 

FLAMMULA JO VIS StoHnL 
Ph. Edinb. Clematis reHa Lin . 
Upright Virgin’s Bower [■£.] 

This fpecies of clematis, diftin- 
guifhed by its pinnated oval leaves 
and erect ftalks, grows wild in 
thickets in the louthern parts of 
France and Germany. Its leaves 
and flowers are extremely acrid ; 
the former, when frefh, railing 
blitters on the part to which they 
are applied. 


Part H- 

The flammula Jovis is one of the 
new medicines introduced by U r - 
Stoerck. He has publifhed feveral 
cafes of its efficacy in cancerotth 
venereal , and other malignant idcei'h 
objlinate pains of the head and bottch 
inveterate itch , and other difeafe 5 
proceeding from peculiar acrimo¬ 
ny. It was ufed internally, in ifl' 
fufion of the leaves, two or thre £ 
drams to a pint of boiling w'ater; 
four ounces three fames a day; and 
the powder was fprinkled on the 
ulcers externally, where it was 
found to act as a moft excellent el- 
charotic and detergent. The 
dicine is faid to have proved d^‘ 
retie to fome, and fudorific to o tkie&t 
but rarely to have moved the belly* 
Small dofes, of only half a grain 
the extract, and half a dram of th e 
dried leaves in infufion, were 
firft exhibited, which were gradu¬ 
ally increafed. . 

Med. Viet. Strongly Acrid ao 
Stimulant. 

Prep. Infufion — Powder — 
traft. 

FCENICULI DULCIS radifi 
femcn : Anethi Fceniculi varietas I‘ ;u 
S. P. Common fennel; the roo t5 
[E.L.] _ . 

The fweet fennel is fmaller 
its parts than the common, exceP* 
the feeds, which are confiderat 1 - 
Jarger. The feeds of the two C° ri r 
differ likewife in fhape and cofi°! ' 
thofe of the common are roundi* 
oblong, flattifii on one lide, 
protuberant on the other, of a 
almott blackifti colour; thofe 0 
the fweet are longer, narrow^ j 
not fo flat, generally crooked, :ll! _ 
of a whitifli or pale yellowifh 
lour. Both forts are cultivated 
our gardens: the common is a P c 
ennial plant: the fweet p er '* ^ 
after it lias given feed ; nor do 
feeds come to fuch perfe&i 011 ^ 
this climate as thofe which we 
ceive from Germany. < e ]p 

The feeds of both the fe"' 1 


h 


an in 


THE MATERIA MEDICA. 


rj 

U f an aromatic ftnell, and a 
th °^rately warm, pungent tafte : 
fia ^ f G ‘ n ^ cu ^ um dulce are in 

a!f V ° Ur rno ^ agreeable, and have 
jn 0 a confiderable degree of fweet- 
: hence our college have 
'Pj e ^ e d the ufe of ti tle only. 
' e .v are ranked among the tour 

ferv^ £r ^ cec ‘ s ’ an d not unde- 
looked upon as g odJio- 
‘’cs and carminatives. 
h a “ c r °ot is far lefs warm, but 
th e l J? ore of a fweetifh tafte, than 
, ^ds; it is one of the five 
drn S Calie - °P eners j and has fome- 
a . Cs been dire&ed in aperient 
thj Zerns - Boerhaave fays, that 
* *ot a grees in tafte, ftnell, and 
qualities, with the cele- 


genfeng of the Chinefe 


lr °»n £• V & 

to k whlc hj however, it appears 
'pj v ery confiderably different. 
tha n ^ ! ea ves of fennel are weaker 
Iiav e eit ^ cr tne roots or feeds, and 
fo r _ Vei 7 rarelv been employed 
medicinal ufe, 

Iciijf £D ' y IR T. Aromatic — Stimu¬ 
li' ^ ar niinative. 

Oil D Willed Water—Ejfential 

rie U^y ^ ^ &TCI femen : Trigo- 
ffie tv, n, g r <sci Lin. Fee nug reek ; 

. ^ [Li f] 

hi t})^ j^ ant " ls cultivated chiefly 
Q errn e ^ 0ult hern parts of Fiance, 
fep an d in Italy; whence 
a te 0 ^ ttS arfJ brought to us. They 
k° l dal ft yellow colour, a rhom* 
Tiielj ^ l! [ e 5 a difagreeable ftrong 
/heir n a . tU *. a mucilaginous tafte. 
^dierit V 101 ' a * u ^ e * s * n cataplafms, 
e, hol ; c ‘ ,r>llS > and the like, and in 
g , y ders. ' 

f° r i^P r Jd^ dk folia, fruHus: Fra- 
’y c f Lin. The ftraw berry 

. The ? ‘ eaVeS and fruit. 
be’ ai «l WlterlT ‘‘TiT' fl> ' P ' 

; °f fo . U1 ’ an d, hence, mav 
eh ofT • ice m debility and 
* ecrf, tio/i - lL Vi f Ci f a ; and immoderate 
cvachyt- a J u PP re Jfion of the natu- 


atl0ils depending thereon 


Hi 

they are recommended- in hemor¬ 
rhages and fluxes •, and likewife as 
aperients, in fuppreflfions of urine, ob- 
jirudlions of the'vifeera, in the jaun¬ 
dice, Sec. The fruit is in general 
very grateful both to the .palate and 
ftomach: like other fruits of the 
dulco-acid kind, they abate heat, 
quench thirft, loofen the belly, and 
promote urine ; but do not afford 
much uourifhment. Geoffroy ob- 
ferves, that the urine of thofe who 
eat liberally of this fruit, becomes 
impregnated with its fragrant ftnell. 

Med. Viet. AjiringSnt — Cor¬ 
roborant —and Refrigerant. 

f RAXINELLiE, flu DiAamni 
alb; Lin. radix. White or baftard 
Dittany ; the root [A.] 

This plant grows wild in the 
mountainous parts of France, Italy, 
and Germany; whence the corti¬ 
cal part of the root, dried and 
rolled up into quills, is fometimes 
brought to us. This is of a white 
colour ; a weak, not very agree¬ 
able ftnell; and a durable b.rter, 
lightly pungent tafte. Though it 
is not regarded by common prac¬ 
tice, nor oftrti kept in the fhops, 
yet it is undoubtedly a medicine of 
confiderabie power. It was for¬ 
merly u fed as a fo mac hie and tonic, 
and ftippoled to be efficacious in 
removing uterine ob/lrudlions and de¬ 
fraying worms ; baron Stoerck fpeaks 
of its fnccefs in tertian intermittents, 
worms, and mcnflrual fuppreffions : 
the dofe, a fcruple of the powder 
twice a day. In epilepfies, a tinc¬ 
ture, made of two ounces of the 
fiefh root to fourteen of fpirits of 
wine, was fuccefsfully preferibed, 
in dofes of from twenty to fifty 
drops given two or three times a, 
dav ; and when joined with flee), 
this root, to chlorotic patients, has 
been of great lervice. 

Med. Y i r T . Stimulant—Diapho¬ 
retic. 

Pp.ep. Powder — TinQure. 

FRA XUS I cortex tt femen> : 

L 4 
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Fraxitti excelfioris Lin. The aflt- 
trce ; its bark and feeds. 

The bark of this tree is mode¬ 
rately aflringent , and as fuch has 
fomerimes been made ufe of; the 
feeds, which are fomewhat acrid, 
have been employed as aperients. 
There are fo many other medicines 
more agreeable, and more effica¬ 
cious for thefe intentions, that all 
the parts of the a(h tree have long 
/ been neglected. It yields volatile 
and fixed alkali, empyreumatic oil, 
and earth, when chemically ana¬ 
lysed. 

Med. Vir t. AJlringent — Sti¬ 
mulant. 

FULIGO lignorum combufiorum. 
Wood -foot [£.] 

This concrete is of a Aiming 
black colour, a difagreeable fmell, 
and an acrid, bitter, naufeous tafte. 
Its chief tife is in hyjleric cafes , in 
which it is fometimes given, in con- 
jundion with the fetid gums. Its 
virtues are extracted both by wa¬ 
tery and fpirituous liquors, each 
of which, if the foot be of a good 
kind, diflolves about one fixth. 
Soot is laid to differ greatly in 
quality, according to . the wood 
from which it was produced: the 
more refi nous the wood, the more 
the foot abounds with oily matter. 

Med. Virt. AntifpaJ medic. 

F UMAR HE folia : Fumari* of¬ 
ficinalis. Lin. Fumitory ; the leaves 

w 3 „ 

This is a common weed in fha- 
dy cultivated grounds, producing 
/pikes of purpliili dowers, ia May 
and June. It is very juicy, of a 
bitter tafte,. without any remark¬ 
able fmell. The medical effeds of 
tins herb are, to Jlrengthen the tone of 
the bowels , gently loofen the belly, and 
promote, the urinary and other natural 
fecretiom. It is principally recom¬ 
mended in melancholic, fcorbutic , and 
cutaneous diforders ; for opening ob - 
jh'utlions of the • vifeera , attenuating 
eind promoting the evacuation of vifetd 


juices . Frederick Hoffman had 2 
very great opinion of it as a p u " 
rifier of the blood ; and affures u s > 
that in this intention fcarce any 
plant exceeds it. Both watery and 
fpirituous menftrua extrad its vir¬ 
tues. 

Med. Virt. Stimulating — ■Atte* 
nuant —and Antifcorbufic. 


GAIANGJE MINOR IS radix • 
Maranta Galanga Lin. Galangal» 
a root brought from China. 

This root comes to us in pi e ° e A 
fcarce an inch long, and not h a ‘ 
fo thick, full of joints, with fe ve ' 
ral circular rings on the outfinf' 
of an aromatic fmell, and a bit- 
terifli, hot, biting tafte. Gala 1 ]' 
gal is a warm ftomachic bitter : } 
has been frequently preferibed J ]| 
bitter infufions, but the flavour 5 
gives is not agreeable. 

Med. Virt. Stomachic. 

GALBANUM. Bubon Gallant 
Lin. S. P. [L. £.] } 

This is the concrete juice of 311 
African plant of the ftrulace° l1 
kind. The juice, as brought to llf, | 
is femipeliucid, foft, tenacious ; 0 
a ftrong, and, to fome, unpleafj # 
fmell; and a bitterifti warm tau e j 
the better fort is in pale-colon 1 ^ 
mafles, which, on .being open® ’ 
appear compofed of clear 3 
tears. Geoffrey relates, that 
dark greenilh oil is to be obta 1 
ed from this Ample by diftillat 10 ’ 
which, upon repeated redib c 
tions, becomes of an elegant 
blue colour. The purer fort 5 ./, 
galbanum are faid by fome to 1 
folve entirely in wine, vinegar? ,,. 
water : but thefe ^liquors are ° l f 
partial menffrua with regard to ^ 
drug; nor do fpirit of w [ lie ’j.s 
oils, prove more effedual in . ‘ ? 
refped : the beft diffolvent^ ]^ 0 f 
mixture of two parts of fp lfl ., % ^ 
wine, and one of water. ^ a pt' 
num agrees in virtue with gu >n 
momacum; but is generally 




IT. 

a ? lefs efficacious in ajlhnas , 
t)'IT more f° in hyjlerical complaints. 
£ °ived in vinegar, it has been 
t Uc cefsf 0 u y 

employed in indolent 
jj^ours; and, united with con> 
plafters, it promotes fuppu- 

^ irt * Antihyfieric — Sitp- 
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•j'l Tinfture — Pills — Plajltr. 

0r e tindhire is given up to a dram 
!^ 0re in nervous complaints. 
^ALLtE [L. £.] Galls, 

^ 1 nefe are excrefcences, in the 
ii]fa Cr countr ' es ) caufed by an 
f 0 e . C * ll P 0n the leaf and tender 
^ ie 1 liercus ro ^ ur - The 
th' tri? ^ within the gall eats its way 
j^j 01 ^; thofe which have no 
f fc r. e are found to have the in- 
o- a jl rerr *aining in them. The beft 
c ® t Tse from Aleppo: thefe are 
the ^ u ’ te ro uild and fmooth like 
°ther forts, and have feveral 
t^ycles 0n f ur fa C e. 

eft, ^ le PP<> g alls are the ftrong- 
thr e ' S tU o th^ are equal to 
Ur e e r °^. the other. Their virtues 
po(T e c milar to the oa k bark, but 
an^ e ~ ? greater degree of ftvptic 
of * j r ingent power. A mixture 
^ti u w *th a fitter and aro- 
fti tll C j? as been propofed as a fub- 
it has 6 / 01, tbe P eril vian bark : and 
n, Uf b ^n faid that by the inter- 
be en e °f galls intermittents have 
th e T. l,re{ b P a i n f l, i ftates of 
^°Wd 1 eS ’ an ointment made of 
Urd S a iis one part, and hog’s 
ttle nd | ' t P arts ’ has been recom- 
Q a n as an efficacious remedy. 
taft e s .have a very auflere ftvptic 
V/*" lthout any fmell: they are 
hav e *7^? c lft r ingents, and as fuch 
intem a n en ^ omet imes ufed both 
tt°t n - V , an b externally, but are 

" oike '° f - b > - the 

, P >tf! o'' :' Afi'ingeiU. 
fnjton ‘ l71tm ent — Powder — /«- 


HMBqqia [L. 


£.] Gam¬ 


boge ; a folid concrete juice, 
brought from the Ealt Indies, in 
large cakes or rolls. The beft 
fort is of a deep yellow or orange 
colour, and breaks Aiming and free 
from drofs. It has no fmell, and 
very little tafte, unlefs kept in the 
mouth for fome time ; when it 
impreffes a Aight fenfe of acrimo¬ 
ny. It immediately communicates 
to fpirit of wine a bright golden 
colour, and almoA entirely dilfolves 
in it, Geoffroy fays, except the 
fixth part: alkaline fairs enable 
water to a<ft upon this fubftance 
powerfully as a menAruum: the 
folution made by their means is 
fornewhat tranfparent, of a deep 
blood-red colour, and pafies the 
filtre: the dulcified fpirit of fal 
ammoniac readily and entirely dif- 
folves it, and takes up a confider- 
ab!e quantity; and, what is re¬ 
markable, this folution. mixes ei¬ 
ther with water or fpirit, without 
growing turbid. 

Gamboge evacuates powerfully 
both upwards and downwards . Hoff¬ 
man and fome others condemn it 
as afting with too great violence, 
and occafioning dangerous byper- 
catharles: whilft others are of a 
contrary opinion. Geoffroy feems 
particularly fond of this medicine, 
and informs us, that he has fre¬ 
quently given it, from two to four 
grains, without its proving at all 
emetic; that from four to eight 
grains, it both vomits and purges, 
.without violence; that its opera¬ 
tion is loon over; and that if giv¬ 
en in a liquid form, and fufti- 
cientlv diluted, it ftands not in 
need of any corrector ; that, in the 
form of a bolus or pill, it is moft 
apt to prove emetic, but very 
rarely has this effeft if joined with 
mercunus dulcis. He neverthelefs 
cautions againft its ufe where the 
patient cannot eafily bear vo¬ 
miting. 

This is confidered as a powerful 
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hydra rogue, and often given in 
dropfy; though generally united 
with ja!ap, and cream of tartar, or 
with calomel, which admixture 
renders its operation more eafy. 
Dr. Cullen tried it alone in doles 
oi three or four grains, rubbed 
down with a little fugar, and re¬ 
pealed every three hours; in :his 
way he found 't operate without 
vomiting or griping; and after 
three or four fuch exhibitions a 
great deal of wr.ter was evacuated 
both by fiool and urine. 

It has been given with fuccefs 
for the expulfion of the taenia lata, 
in dofes, it is faid, of fir et n grains, 
to which was added an equal quan¬ 
tity of vegetable alkali; and if the 
worm is not expelled in two or thre^ 
hours, it may be repeated even to 
the third time with faflty and effi¬ 
cacy. It is alfo aflerted that, to de¬ 
licate confiitutions, it has been 
given even to this extent. 

Med. Virt. Emetic — Cathar¬ 
tic. 

GENIST EL folia, /emeu : Spartii 
Jcoparii Lin. Broom ; the leaves, 
flowers, and feeds [£. £.] 

This is a fhrubby plant, with 
numerous {lender, angular, tough 
twigs; fmall, fomewhat oval leaves, 
fet three on one pedicle, and deep 
yellow papilionaceous flowers. It 
is common on heaths and uncul¬ 
tivated Tandy ground ; and flowers 
in May. It is to be collected in 
June. 

The leaves and {Talks of broom 
have a naufeous bitter tafte, and are 
accounted dcobftruent and diuretic ; 
they are fometimes laxative . , and 
fometimes excite nav.fta. The cle- 
codlion.has often been employed in 
drop ties: Dr. Mead relates a cafe 
in his Monita et Praecepta Me- 
ciica, of an afeites being cured, af¬ 
ter the patient had been tapped three 
times, by a deeoftion of broom 
tops and mufiard feed ; an infusion 
of the feeds, taken Truly, has been 


known to produce fimllar effe$ s ' 
The infufion of broom allies W 
Rhenifh wane was a favourite 
medicine of Sydenham; and Vti 
Monrof. has fucceeded by giving 
half a dram of the allies divided 
into three dofes every day; but the 
effeft of thefe two rather depends 
upon the alkaline fait, than* the 
vegetable from whence it was 
taken. 

Dr. Cnllen gave the broom i J1 
the following manner: half &{l 
ounce of fretlx broom tops he or¬ 
dered to be boiled in a pint 
water, till reduced to half a pint ", 
of which he gave two table f: con- 
fids every hour, till it operated b/ 
fiool, or till the whole is taken. * 
feldom fails to operate both by 
fiool and urine; and by repeating 
the exhibition every day, or evei) 
fecond day, Tome dropfies ha ve 
been cured. 

Med. Virt. Diuretic — Cath^ r ‘ 


tic. 

Prep. DecoHion — JJhes. 

GENTIANS radix: GentW* 
lutea Lin. S. P. Gentian; the f°° 
[L. E.] 

This plant is found wild * 
fome parts of England: but 
dried roots are molt commo”ty 
brought from Germany, &c. th c 7' 
fliould be chofen frefh, and 
yellow or bright gold colour with 
in. ' This root is a flrong bib'r’ 
and, as fuch, very frequently n ia j 5 
ufe of in practice: in tafte h 
lefs exceptionable than moil 
other fubftances of this clafs; lli g 
fufions of it, flavoured with orang 
peel, are fufficiently grateful. . 

Gentian is employed now y s . g 
principal bitter; and as median 
of this clafs are allowed to 
many virtues, they have been c ° 1 
fidered as tonic and llomachic, a 


an* 


alfo antarthriuc, emmenagogu^v 
tifeptic, anthelmintic, and 
fuge. Gentian has a better 
the polTeffion of thefe powers 11l 


n. the materia medica. 


mi 


°f this kind. Bitters are faid 
relieve dyfpeptic complaints 
in° re readii y than bark, by exe t- 
a Superior tonic power upon 
e ? r < a ns of digeftion. Dr. Cul- 
l^ntorms us that gentian united 
tormentil, or galls, if given 
^ Sufficient quantity, ccnftantly 
Reeded in curing intermittent?. 
£ e 11 iufufmg the gentian, the vva- 
^ r . mould be poured off foon after 
ls quite cold, elfe it acquires a 
pleating quality. 
a p ! )( >ifonous root was fome years 
§° difeovered among fome of the 
^Utian l rought to London ; the 
^ °f which occafioned violent 
de °J ders > a ud in fome in fiances 
■ This is eafily diftinguifh- 
^,5 by its being internally of a 
nef te ccdour > and void of bitter- 
t 0 j S ' This poisonous fimple feems 
°f R root tde thorn v alder./is 
d H y» the aconitum primum par- 
Hefner; a plant with 
Ij-i . » Lobel informs us, the in- 
Al-) Uants fome parts of the 
dart- U ^ ed formerly to empolfon 


J^ed. Vi RT . Stomachic 
S n d Stimulant. 


1 omc 


t( l0; Infitjion — Extract — Spiri- 

y fintture. 

is f r ls given in powder; its dofe 
torn ten to thirty grains. 

ine r ■ cortex : GsojfrcZts 

Jy' m - Cabbage Bark, or 
>-Ba rk tree £ 4 
dant 1 ' • IS a tree S rowm g abun- 
m a ; c y ln low favannahs of Ja- 
hut a> °‘ f a conilderable height, 
ftr ai "£. £ reat thioknefs, Jt has a 
trunk, and fends 


off 

ftre of a dark green, its flow- 
f^pilic- loie " c °loured and of the 


leaves ^ ranc h es ne r the top. Its 
are " " " ' 

-''■''wj V14 anu \ji 1 im 

flower naCe ° us hind, fet in purple 
by a Cu P s * Thefe are fuceeeded 
of a D f leen da: .’ d fruit, of the fize 
nef s 0 £ )01 » having a fkin the thick- 
vi t j lin a Cr bwn piece, and a nul 


The bark of this tree is exter¬ 
nally of a grey colour, black and 
furrowed on the infide. Its tafle 
is mucilaginous and fweetifh ; its 
fmell difagreeable. It has long 
been celebrated as an anthelmintic 
in the Weft-Indies, and has lately 
been introduced into European 
practice. 

This bark is ufed in decodtion, 
fyrup, powder, and extradt. For 
making the decodtion, an ounce 
of frefii dried bark is to be boiled 
gently in a quart of water, till the 
liquor be of the colour of Ma¬ 
deira wine; and then to be ftrained 
off for ufe. The decodtion is pre¬ 
ferred in Jamaica, and feems to be 
the moft efficacious as an anthel¬ 
mintic. 

Mr. Anderfon, who has written 
a paper concerning this bark, in 
the Medical Commentaries, recom¬ 
mends its exhibition in gradually 
augmented dofes of the decoction, 
for eight or nine mornings fuccef- 
fively, and then a dofe of jalap and 
calomel, which feldom fails to 
bring away the worms. 

This is a powerfully adting me¬ 
dicine, and therefore ought to be 
begun with in fmall dofes, what¬ 
ever preparation is ufed, and let 
them be gradually increafed. The 
decoction is moft generally made 
ufe of. 

MED. V i rt. Anthelmintic—Pur¬ 
gative. 

Prep. Decodtion — Syrup — Extract 
— Powder. 

GINSENG [ E. L.] Panacis 
quinquefoln Lin. A fmall root 
brought from North America, and 
fometimes from Tartary and Chi¬ 
na ; an inch or two in length, 
taper, finely ftriated, of a whitifh 
or yellowifh colour. It has a very 
fweet tafte, accompanied with a 
flight bitterifiinefs and warmth. 

The Chinefe are faid to have a 
very extraordinary opinion of the 
virtues of this root, and to look 
L 4 
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upon it as an unwerfal rejloratme , 
in all decays from age, intempe¬ 
rance, or difeafe, after fatigue of 
body or mind, and is in high efteem 
as an antifpafmodic in nervous com¬ 
plaints. The great value there fet 
upon it, has prevented its being 
exported into other countries, and 
its difcovery in North America is 
but of late date, fo that among us 
it has hitherto been very. rarely 
made ufe of; although, from what 
can he judged of it by the tafte, it 
feenis to deferve fome regard, espe¬ 
cially as it is now procurable in 
plenty. 

It is given in doles of twenty 
grains ot the powder repeatedly, or 
a dram of the root boiled in a fuffi- 
cisn't quantity of water for one 
dofe. 

Med. Virt. Stimulant and Cor¬ 
roborant. 

p r !■ p. Deception — Powder. 

GLADIOLI LUTE I radix : Iri- 
dis palujtris. • Iridis Pfcudacori Lin. 
Yellow water flag, baftard acorns, 
or water flower de luce ; the roots. 

This grows common by the 
brinks of rivers and in other wa¬ 
tery places. The root has a very 
acrid tafte, and proves, when frefh, 
a ftrong cathartic : its exprefled 
juice, given to the quantity of 
eighty drops every hour or two, 
and ocqafionally increafed, has oc- 
cafioned a plentiful evacuation, 
after jalap, gamboge, See. had 
proved ineffectual (lee the Edin¬ 
burgh Eflays, veil. v. art. 8. Abridg. 
vol. i, page 202 ..) by drying, it 
Jofes its acrimony and purgative 
virtue. Bergjus fays in its frejk 
fate , it is an hydragogue and pur¬ 
gative ; ~ when dried, an aftringent. 
Indeed, the root in this ffate is fo 
powerfully aftringent, that it has 
been ufed inftead of galls, to make 
ink, and for the pnrpofe of dying 
black ; and been fuccefsfully em¬ 
ployed in the cure of diarrhoeas. 
The juice, be (kies being an acrid 


purgative, has been confldered as 
an ufeful application to ferpig 1 ' 
nous eruptions, and fcrophulous 
tumours. 

Mud. Virt. Juice frongly ca¬ 
thartic — Dried Root aftringent. 

GLYC iRRI-j (ZJE radix : Gly - 
cyrrhizje glabra; Lvi. Liquorice i 
the root [L. E. 1 

This is produced plentifully ,fl 
all the countries of Europe. ThaJ 
which is the growth of our own 
preferable to fuch as comes front 
abroad; the latter being generally 
mouldy, which this root is very apt 
to become, unlefs kept in a dry 
place. The powder of liquoftce, 
ufually fold, is often mingled witn 
flour, and 1 fear too often with 
fubftances not unite fo wholefome : 
the belt fort is of a brownilh y^' 
low colour (the fine pale yellow' 
being generally fophifticated) and 
of a very rich fweet 'take, much 
more agreeable than that of th e 
frefh root. Liquorice is almojl t r>c 
only fweet that quenches thirjl; whenC e 
it was called by the Greeks adipfia •' 
but then it muft.be chewed lom e 
time after it has loft its fweet taft e j 
for then it gives out its acrid arid 
bitterifli matter, which ftimula^ 8 
the mouth and fauces, fo as to pi -0 ' 
duce an excretion of fluid, arid 
thereby takes off the thirft, which 
the fweetnefs had produced. 

Infufions or extradfts made ho'P 
it, afford very convenient vehicle 5 
for the exhibition of other rnC^K 
cines; its tafte concealing that 0 
unpalatable drugs more effectually 
than any other faccharine Rh' 
fiances. 

Galen takes notice, that it' 
employed to relieve thirjl in 'hydrof 1 *' 
cafes , to prevent the necefty oj drip 
ing. Mr. Fuller, in his Medic* 1 * * 
gymnaflica , recommends this r°® 
as a very ufeful peftoral, and i-0 
it excellently foftens acrimonious ha 
mours , at the fame time that 
proves gently detergent : and this 3 C 
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^ount is warranted by experience, 
jp extract is directed to be made 
roir '’t in the (hops: but this pre- 
P^ration R brougnt chiefly from 
. )r oad, though the foreign extract 
ls . n °t equal to fuch as is made 
^^h proper care among ouifelves. 
Med. Virt. Emollient Pefloral. 
^ R e p Extra ft- — Pc :vder. 

GRAM IN IS CAN INI radix: 
pticum repens Lin. Qnick-grafs ; 
the roots. 

Grafs roots have a fvveet rough- 
1 J tafte. They are principally 
r ®tommenued in aperient fpring 
rin ks, for what is called purifying 
ancl fweetening the blood. 

Gib AN A FI pet ala fioris et cortex 
Ifuflus : \L. E,J Punica granatum 
ln - The rind of'the pomegranate, 
^ a iled malicorium , and the petals of 
le flowers, called balauftine. 

, ^ prickly tree or flu ub, with 
b 5 e P red flowers, fruit nearly as 
J? as a moderate orange, with a 
tck rough rind, brownifb with- 

yellowifh within, and contains 
j. re d juicy pulp. A native of the 
°uthern parts of Europe, Fiorida, 
^ the Ball. 

he pomegranate tree is.fome- 
met with in our gardens; but 
j e fruit, for which it is chiefly va- 
' led . rarely comes to fuch perfec¬ 


tion 

fr: 


»s in warmer climates. The 


otu 5t ^ as t ^ ie general qualities of the 
i 1 er Iweet iummer fruits, allaying 


iquenching thirff. 

dening the bellv. 
d Arc 


and gently 
The rind is 
0 °. n g aftringent, and as fuch is 
^ Ca honally made ufe of: and the 
°'-vers are poffeffed of aftringency 
a jeis degree. 

b e . r ^ n A and flowers have both 
^^ufuccefsfuily employed as afirin- 
,^°th externally and inter- 
gj ’. la fomentations, gargles,and 
diarrhoeas, and dyfenteries, 
3 ,. Ot0e r ca f es where neftringents 
is f n, - Ce flary. The dofe in powder 
IOiri Sis. to a dram—in infuflon 


or 


dec oction, to half 


au ounce. 


Med. Virt. Juice refrigerant. 
Flowers and Rind aftringent. 

GRATIQLJl herb a. Gratbhe 
officinalis Lin. Hedge hyflop ; the 
herb [ E. L.] 

This is a low perennial plant, 
with oblongs finely fcrrated 
leaves, fet in pairs on'the Italics, 
without pedicles ; in their bofoms 
come forth fo'litary, whitifh, tubu- 
lous, irregular flowers, followed 
by roundiflj, pointed capfules, full 
of fmall feeds ; it is a native of the 
fouthern parts of Europe, grows 
ufually in wet meadows, and is 
railed in fome of our gardens. The 
herb has no fuel!, but an intenfely 
bitter naufeous tafte, both dry and 
frefli; though the expreflld juice is 
lefs bitter than the refiduum: water 
extracts befl its virtues, which are 
ftrongly purgative, nor does drying 
much weaken them. 'Hedge-hyf- 
fop is certainly a powerful and 
active cathartic: fome it vomits, 
and now and then it is faid to fali- 
vate ; it is conudered* alfo as deob- 
Jlruent , anthelmintic , and diuretic. 
In leucophlegmafia, dropfy, mania, 
worms, melancholy, &c. it has 
often proved'more fuccefsful than 
the common remedies. It is given 
in different forms in powder, infu- 
fion, and extract. 

An infuflon of 3 lj- or 3fs. 
in powder is ftrongly purga¬ 
tive. The extract is given in fmall 
dofes at firfl, and gradually in- 
creafed from gr. i. to xxx. in a day. 
The infuflon or extract of the 
leaves is moll fuitable to thofe for 
whom great and hidden evacu¬ 
ations are not neceftary. Half a 
fcruple of the leaves with five 
grains of gentian, Bergius has 
given with fuccefs three times a 
day, in the relapfes of bilious fe¬ 
vers, and autumnal quartans. From 
half a fcruple to half a dram of the 
root, which is intenfely bitter and 
fubaftringent, acts powerfully; and 
is molt proper for thofe labouring 
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■under dropfy, mania, melancholy, 
or affiirted with worms. 

Mkd. Virt. Emetic a\\d Cathartic. 

GUAIACI lignum, cortex, gum- 
mi, rejhia. L. E. Guaiaci officinalis 
Lin . Guaiacum, a tree growing in 
the warmer parts of the Spanilh 
Weft Indies; its wood, bark, and 
refin called gum guaiacum [!,.£.] 

The wood is very ponderous, of 
a clofe compart texture ; the outer 
part is of a yellow colour, the heart 
of a deep black'in green, pale, and 
brown colours: the bark is thin, 
fmooth, externally of a dark grev- 
iih hue : both have a lightly aro¬ 
matic, bitteri/h, pungent tafte ; the 
bark is fomewhat the weaker. The 
refin (which exudes from incifiotis 
made in the trunk of the tree) is 
brought to us in irregular n aftes, 
xifually friable, of aduikv greenifh, 
andfometimes of a redditli caft, with 
pieces of the wood among them : 
its tafte is more acrid and pungent 
than that of the wood or bark. 

Their general virtues are thofe 
of a warm Jlimulating medicine : 
they ftrengthen theJlomach and other 
•vifeera; and remarkably promote the 
urinary and cuticular discharge : 
hence in cutaneous drfedationr , and 
other diforders proceeding from obfiruc- 
tions of the excretory glands , and 
"where Jlugg-fh Jcrous humours abound , 
they are eminently ufeful: rheu¬ 
matic and other pains have often been 
relieved by them. The refin is the 
mod artive of thefe drugs ? and the 
efficacy of the others depends upon 
the quantity of this part contained 
in them: the refin is extrarted from 
the wood in part by watery liquors, 
but much more perfectly by fpiri- 
tuous ones; the watery extrart: of 
this wood, kept in the fhop c , proves 
rot only lefs in quantity, but con- 
fiderably weaker, than one made 
with fpirit. This latter extrart is 
of the fame quality with the native 
refin, and differs from that brought 
to us only in being purer. The 


gum or extrarts are given from a 
few grains to a l'cruple or half a 
dram : which latter dofe proves 
for the mofi: part confiderably pur¬ 
gative. 

Many are the virtues attributed 
to this -wood and gum refin, whole 
properties are fimilar, inafmuch as 
the wood depends upon the quan¬ 
tity of the gum refin it contains. It 
is certainly diaphoretic, Jiimulant , 
diuretic , and purgative : and has 
been given in a variety of difeafts; 
as the iues venerea, gout, cuticii- 
lar diftr.fes, chronic rheumatifm» 
fcrophula, and fome feirrbous 
difeafes. It is confidered to be 
very diffufible in the fyftem, and 
thereby have a confiderabie power 
in ftimulating the extreme veflels 
every where. In torpid habits, it 
is a fingularly ufeful medicine, and 
has its powers much increafed. by 
its union with volatile fubftanceS, 
and often with fome of the mer¬ 
curial preparations. 

D cortion of this wood and the 
bark was formerly confided in as 
an alterative and cure for the fy- 
•philis, and fcorbutic rheumatifm 5 
and alfo in cutaneous foulnefies, 
and hermetic eruptions. The wood 
generally forms one of the princi¬ 
pal ingredients in diet drinks: the 
gum-refin may be given from ft* 
grains to twenty at a dofe ; but the 
latter will be apt to purge brifkly- 

Med. Virt. Aperient — Stimu¬ 
lant—Diaphoretic —and Diuretic. 

Prep. Extradl — TinBure— Guru- 

^GUMMI ARABICUM [L. £*1 

Ex Mimofa nilotica Lin. Gum Ara¬ 
bic ; a concrete gum, exuding fro if 
the Egyptian acacia tree. This ' 5 
brought to us from Turkey, m 
final! irregular mattes or firings, 
a pale yellowifti colour. The true 
gum Arabic is rarely to be met 
with in the fiiops; gum fenega of 
fenica, which comes from thecoa't 
of Guinea, being ufually fold 501 
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■ greatly refembles the other, 
rha r s. as Dale conieAures, 
‘rom a tne of the fame 
tb v nera.lv in large peces, 
he outiide; and in thefe 
fauces polibiy coniifts the 
0,1 f. v a herer.ee betwixt t 1 e two ; 
‘gh the former is held to be 
purer and finer gum, and there¬ 
in 6 preferred for medicine ; and 
„ e latter the ftronger, more«fub- 
^tttial and cheaper, and confe- 
gently more employed for mecha- 
n ' c u les. The virtues of this gum 
are the fame with thofe of gummy 
an d mucilaginous fubftances in ge- 
^ er al; it is given, from a fcruple 
E 5 . tw o drains, in hoarfenetfes, a 
111 acrimonious date of the juices, 
? ! ‘d where the natural mucu^of the 
11 ‘■eftii-.es is abraded. 

E o. Virt. Mucilaginous. 

GUMMI TR AG AC AN TH JE 
k -£■] AJlragain s Tragacantha 
c ln - P . The gum of the traga- 
p n * ; h, a thorny built growing in 
^ ete, Afia, and Greece. This 
is of a much ftronger body 
nan the fo regoing, and does 
fo perfeftlv diflblve in water. 
rani w gi ve a pint of water 
^ e c °nfiftenee of a fyrup, which 
vv hole ounce of gum Arabic is 
^ Ca rce fufiicient to do. Hence its 
Pjf kor forming troches, and the 
m , e PUrpofes, in preference to the 
■ifrgums. 

u it1e compound powder which 
he<^- S name ? is of fc-rvice in 
fii t p. Con S^ s > ai 'd diarrha*as, by 

inMV tile t ^ roat ’ R° m ach, and 
;‘ ‘ e tines, againft thin acrimonious 
•‘umours. 

Also. Virt. Demulcent. 

..^sEDfATlTES lapis. Hsma- 
or Woodftone. \ 

tre- - S 5S an ejegant iron ore, ex- 
•y e j] y hard, of a dark reddish or 
alo 0VV| ^P c °lour : it is found either 
C)r . n S 'Gth the other ores of iron, 
a mines by itfclf. With 


regard to its medical virtues, we 
conceive they do not vary from 
thofe experienced from ruft and 
the common croci of iron, not- 
witnftanding the extraordinary opi¬ 
nion which many have entertained 
of u ; as of its <. uritig ulcers of the 
lungs, which Geoffroy fays haema¬ 
tites dries and heals. 

HEDERsE ARBOREJZ folia, 
gununi feu rtfnia : Heeler a Helicis 
Lin. Ivy ; the leaves, Venn called 
gum hederae. 

This is a climbingTnrubbv plant, 
growing commonly from the trunks 
of trees, or on old walls. The 
leaves have very rarely been given 
internally, notwithstanding they are 
recommended (in th e Ephem. natm-. 
curiof. voi. ii. obf. 120 .) againfl true 
atrophy of children: their tafte is 
naufeous, acrid, and bitter. Ex¬ 
ternally they have fometimes been 
employed for d y. ng and healing 
ichorous fores , and like wife for keep¬ 
ing iffues open The berries were 
fuppofed by the ancients to have a 
purgative and emetic quality : later 
writers have recommended them in 
fmall dofes, as diaphoretics and 
alexipharmacs; and Mr. Boyle tells 
us, that in the London plague the 
powder of them was given with 
vinegar, with' good fuccefs, as fu- 
dorific, It is probable the virtue 
of the compofiiion was rather ow¬ 
ing to the vinegar than to the poww 
der. The refin was ranked by the 
ancients, (if their c'a ra xisara was 
the fame with our gummi hederee) 
among the depilatories; from this 
clafs, to which it certainly had no 
tide, it has fince been removed to 
that of congiutinaters of wounds, 
to which it has no verv juft one. 

KEDERiE TERR h STR IS fo¬ 
lia. 6 lecotna hederacea Lin. Ground 
ivy ; the leaves [E.] 

Ground ivy is a low plant, fre¬ 
quent in hedges and fliady places* 
It has an aromatic, though not ve¬ 
ry agreeable fmell; and a quick* 
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fcittenfb, warm tafie. This herb 
is an nfeful corroborant, aperient, 
and detergent; and hence (lands re¬ 
commended again# laxity, debility , 
and objlruclions of the vifeera ; Come 
have had a great opinion of it for 
tleanfng and healing ulcers of the in¬ 
fernal parts , even of the lungs; and 
for purifying the blood. It is cuftora- 
ary to inf life the dried leaves in 
malt liquors ; a practice not to be 
commended, though it readily com¬ 
municates its virtue, and likewife 
kelps to fine them down : fcarce 
any other herb has this eifiedt more 
remarkably than ground-ivy. 

It has chiefly been given in pul¬ 
monary and nephritic complaints ; and 
h a favourite with the poor ln objli- 
nate coughs. It is chiefly drank in 
form of tea, and fweetened with 
honey ; however, it does not ap¬ 
pear to have much efficacy. 

Med. Virt. Aperient and Cor¬ 
roborant. 

HELLEB OR ASTER. Helleborus 
fmt'tdus Lin. folia [/,.] Stinking 
bears-foot; the leaves S. P. 

In many parts of England this 
proves wild, in meadows, ffiady 
places, and under hedges. The 
root is perennial, fibrous, outward¬ 
ly black, within whitifh, and of a 
bitter, acrid tafte. The Item is 
two or three feet high, round, hard, 
branched, with numerous leaves, 
bird-footed, all on the Bern, on 
long pedicles, each fegment fome- 
what oblong, ferrated, pointed, 
and of a deep green. They emit, 
when frefit, on being handled, a 
difagreeable fmell, and have a bit- 
teriii) very acrid fade, of which 
they lofe a little by drying. 

The flowers, which appear in 
April, and are placed on the ex¬ 
tremities oi the item and branches, 
con fill: of five large, round, green- 
ifii petals, with many (lamina, 
whole tops are flattened. The 
(beds are roundifli, black, and in- 
clofed in membranous pods. They 


are given in form of powder, de- 
coftion, and juice made into a 
fvrup. 

The powder has a frrong purga¬ 
tive effect, and is frequently given 
to children by the common people 
to deftroy worms, in doles of from 
fix to fifteen grains; in decodtinn 
3j. or two drams is a very fharp 
purge : the juice may be made into 
fyrup, and to this, or a decoction 
of the leaves, an equal portion of 
tindture of rhubarb is to be added, 
of which 3j. is to be given going 
to bed, or from 3j- to 3 ij- in the 
morning for two or three fuccef- 
five days, to children from two to 
fix years of age : in general, ftich 
a dole as will excite vomiting, it 
lias been thought, is the bed. How¬ 
ever, the helleborafter is to be ufed 
with great caution, being violent in 
its operation ; and we have had 
feme inftances of deleterious conie- 
quences from its incautious exhi¬ 
bition. This has alfo been confi- 
dered as ufeful in feme afthmatic 
and hypochondriacal diforders. 

Med. Virt. Emetic — Purgative 
—Ant helm inti c. 

Prep. Powder — Decobiion — Sy¬ 
rup'. 

HELLEBORJ ALB I radix : T r e- 
rairi albi Lin. S. P. White helle¬ 
bore ; the root [L. E.~\ 

This plant grows fpontaneonfly 
in Swifierland, and the mountain¬ 
ous parts of Germany. The root 
has a naufeous, bitteriffi, acrid 
fa fie, burning the mouth and fau¬ 
ces : wounded when frefh, it emit® 
an extremely acrimonious juice, 
which', mixed with the blood by a 
wound, is (aid to prove very dan¬ 
gerous : the powder of the dry 
root, applied to an i(fue, occalions 
violent purging : funded up the 
nofe, it proves a (Long and not 
always a fafe fternotatorv. Tins 
root, taken internally, a£fs with 
extreme violence as an emetic , and 
has been obferved, even in a fmal* 
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*¥e y to occafion convul/ions, and other 
terrible diforders* The ancients 

^>metimes employed it in very ob- 
hnate cafes, and always made this 
heir laft refource. Modern prac- 
,c ; e teems to have almoft entirely 
5 e J e 5ted its internal ufe, though 
°me have lately ventured upon fo 
ar ge a dofe as a fcruple, in mani- 
^ Ca ’ cafes, and 'found good effects 
f _°m it } after the flronger antimo- 
preparation had been given in 
v aiIi - It is however now feidom 
given internally ; it is in a great 
feature confined to external ufes, 
V' 3 difeafes of the (kin ; as the f:a~ 
j ts * and different prurient eruptions , 
f'P es i morbus pedicuiofus^ lepra y 
dfrophula^ &c. and in many of thefe 
has been fuccefsfully employed 
externally and internally. As 
d’ s is a very irritating medicine, 
a£ td may, from being injudiciouilv 
applied, produce very dangerous ef- 
e ^s, it fliould be had recourfe to 
I'nly in defperate cafes, and (hould 
f begun with in a dilute date, in 
mail dofes, gradually increafing 
'^■cm according to their effects. 

Virt. Fiolently Emetk —■ 
* er natatory* 

I S-Ep. 'Tinflare. 

HELLEBORi NIGRI radix t 
fd/ebori nigti Lin. S. F. Black hel- 
leb ore; the root [L. E.) 

Ehis plant grows wild in the 
^°c>ntainous parts of Swifferland, 
yftria, and Stiria: the earlinefs 
;ts dowers, which fometimes ap- 
»T ar in D ecember, has gained it a 
^ 3 r Ce f n our gardens. 

~ *n fome parts of Germany, a 
of black hellebore has been 
aae ufe of, which not unlre- 
a Ue nt/y produces violent, and 
thp Je *^ es deleterious effefts: this 
i ^h'ternberg college particu-f 
out" CaUtiori a g a htff, though with- 
x v j • /mentioning any marks by 
f>v' UCn V" . ma y be difiinsjuithed, or 

cn gi v j Q g p rec jj e name 0 f 

P^nt. It appears to be the 


fetid blach hellebore of C. B. called 
in England, where it grows wild* 
fetter wort, fettlewort , or bajlard hel¬ 
lebore. The roots of this may be 
diflinguillied from the officinal fort, 
by their being iefs black. The 
roots of the pofotwus aconites refemMe 
in appearance thole of the black hel¬ 
lebore ; and in the 13 re flaw Collec¬ 
tions we find fome infiances of 
fatal effedrs occafioned by mi Rak¬ 
ing the former for the latter: thefe 
alio are happily difcoverable by 
their colour; the aconitum being 
lighter coloured than even the pedejh of 
the black hellebores. The faculty of 
Paris, by allowing the ufe of one 
of the paler hellebores (the green 
flowered, which grows wild in Eng¬ 
land, and is called by our farriers 
peg-root) have in fome rues fury 
deprived the (hops of the benefit 
of this criterion : but the Loadoa 
college have directed the darkcjz co¬ 
loured of all • the rents of this cl&fs* 
Since, therefore, the two noxious' 
roots which the buyer is moll apt 
to miftake for this, are diftinguiCi- 
able from it by their colour, but 
have no other external mark by 
which they may be with certainty 
known, particular regard ought to be 
had to this circumfance; only die 
deepef black being chofen , and all the 
paler roots repelled. 

The tafte of hellebore is acrid 
and bitter. Its acrimony, as Dr. 
Grew obferves, is. firft felt on the 
tip of the tongue, and then fpreads 
immediately to the middle, with¬ 
out being much perceived on the 
intermediate part: on chewing it 
for a few minutes, the tongue feems 
benumbed, and affe&ed with a kind 
of paralytic (tupor, as when burnt 
by eating any thing too hot: the 
fibres are more acrimonious than, 
the head of the root from which 
they iflue. Black hellebore root, 
taken from fifteen grains to half a 
dram, proves a Prong cathartic,, 
and, as fuch, has been celebrated for 
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the cure of maniacal, and, other 
diforders, proceeding from what, 
the ancients called atra bdis : in 
which cafes, medicines of this kind 
are doubtlefs oCcafionally of ufe, 
though they are by no means pof- 
feffed of any fpecific power. It 
does not however appear, that our 
black 'hellebore adfs with fo much 
violence as that of the ancients : 
whence many have fuppefed it to 
be a different plant: and indeed 
the deferiptions which the ancients 
have left us of their hellebore, do 
not agree with' any of the forts 
nfually taken notice of by modern 
botanifts. Another fpecies has 
been difeovered in the eaftern 
countries, which Tournefort di- 
Hinguifhes by the name of he de¬ 
horns niger orientalis , amplijjimo folio , 
cattle praalto , Jlore fur pur afeente , 
and fuppofes to be the true ancient 
hellebore, from its growing in plen¬ 
ty about mount Olympus, and in 
the ifland Aiiticyra, celebrated of 
old for the production of this anti- 
man iacal drug : he relates, that a 
fcruple of this fort, given for a 
dofe, occafioned convulfions. 

Our hellebore is at prefent look¬ 
ed upon principally as an altera¬ 
tive, and in this light is frequently 
employed, in final! dofes, for atte¬ 
nuating vifeid humours , promoting the 
uterine and urinary difcharges , and 
opening inveterate obflrudlions of the 
remoter gland's: it often proves a 
very powerful emtnenagoyue in pletho¬ 
ric habits , where fteel is ineffectual 
or improper. An extract made 
from this root with water is one 
of the mildeft, and, for the pur- 
pofes of a cathartic, the nioft ef¬ 
fectual preparation of it; this ope¬ 
rates fufficiently, without occafion- 
ing the irritation with which the 
pure refin is accompanied. A tinc¬ 
ture drawn with proof fpirit con¬ 
tains the whole virtue of the belle 
bore, and fee ms to be one of the 
belt preparations of it when de- 


figned for an alterative. It hast 
alfo been recommended in dropfies, 
and fomfe cutaneous difeafes. The 
dofe of the powdered root is from 
three to ten grains ; of the extraCf, 
from ten grains to four or more; 
and of the tinChire a tea fpoonful 
twice a day. The extraCt, joined 
with equal parts of gum myrrh, 
and a twentieth part of powder of 
carduus benediCtus, forms Bached* 
famous tonic pill (which fee in the 
third part of this work), of which 
from one to thirty grains in' a day, 
according to the ftrengtb of their 
action, and the conftitution of the 
patient, are to be exhibited. 

Mud. Virt. A powerful altera¬ 
tive , and entmertagogue. 

Prep. Extradl — lindlure— Pont- 
der. 

HEPATICJE NOBILIS herha : 
Anemone hepatica Lin. Noble liver¬ 
wort ; the herb. 

This herb has a place in our 
gardens on account of the beauty 
and early appearance of its flowers* 
It is a cooling, gently reftringent 
herb ; and hence recommended in 
a lax ftate of the fibres as a corro¬ 
borant. 

Med. Vxrt. Cooling and Corro¬ 
borant. 

HER MO DACTYL US. Lis tu¬ 
ber of a Lin. HermodaCtil ; a root 
brought from Turkey. It is of 
the fliape of a heart flatted, of a 
white colour, compaCt, yet eafy to 
cut or powder; of a viIcons fweet- 
id? tafte, wdth a light degree of 
acrimony. 

Kermodaftils were of great re¬ 
pute among the ancients as a ca¬ 
thartic ; but thofe we now meet 
with in the (hops have very little 
purgative virtue. Neumann de¬ 
clares he never found them to have 
any effedl at all. 

Med. Vxrt. Purgative ; but 
doubtful. 

HE LNI A RI Ah folia: Herniaria 
glabra Lin. Rupture- wort; the leaves 4 
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This is a low herb, growing 
in fandy and gravelly grounds. 
c ls a very mild reftringent, and 
^ay^in fome degree, be fervice- 
in diforders proceeding from a 
'''eak fl acc ;d Rate of the vifcera: 
0 the virtue for which it has been 
[boft celebrated, it has little title— 
iat of curing hernias. 

Mkq. Virt. Afh-.ngent. 

Hi PPoc ASTANUM. PL Edin. 
^fculus Hippocejlanum Lin. Horfe- 
^aut [£.] 

f he fruit of this tree, which is 
trilocular capfule, containing two 
'-eds ia each cell, has been given 
food to Iheep ; and Reeped in 
ater, fo as to extra ft its bifternefs, 
£ laid to fatten poultry. It fails 
P°ntaneoufly into a faponaceous 
g uten , which ha ibeen ufed inftead 
® foap for waffling linen. No 
. er mentions its medical appli- 
? atl °n : but the, Edinburgh college 
av e admitted it on the recom- 
^ e >idation of Dr. Gardiner, who 
A s > that three or four grains of 
in' e / x>Wc * er ? fluffed up the noRriis 
f he evening, operate next morn- 
e ' J S as an excellent fternutatory: 
the infufion or decoftion of 
Eruit produces the fame erfeft, 
j. tnereby proves very beneficial 
e " °hftinate inflamtflations of the 
, - es 5 and fome complaints of the 
f "-•> by the difcharge produced 
^ the nofe. 

V le hark of the horfe-chefnut 
ir u ° ec f P ro pofed in Italy, accord- 
pEl to .Haller, as a fubftitute to the 
^■uvian bark in the cure of inter- 
ateuts; and the experiment has 
Eiccefsful (*). Indeed it 
b„ S , eeri laid, where the Peruvian 
fi i.'^ Was indicated, that the chef- 
if* " !e g bark has afforded equal, 
k' U P er,or ’ advantage; but it 
es , v i - e ta ^ en from thofe branch* 
are neither very old nor 
' young; and exhibited under 


fimllar forms and doles as direfted 
with nefpeft to the Peruvian bark. 
It rarely difagrees with the Ro- 
mach ; but its aftringent effects ge¬ 
nerally require the occational ex¬ 
hibition of fome aperient medi¬ 
cine. 

Med. Virt. Corroborant and 

Errbine. 

HIPPO S EL IK I folia, radix , fe- 
meu : Hippofelini Theophrajli. Alex¬ 
anders ; the leaves, root, and 
feeds. 

This is an umbelliferous plant, 
differing from the others of that 
clafs, in bearing a large tumid 
black feed ; it grows by the fea 
fide, upon rocks, in medical qua- 
litissit agrees with apium (fmallage), 
except that the Mppofelinum is l’ome- 
what fironger, 

HORDE! femen : Hordei dijilchi 
Lin. §. P. Common barlev [ L . E. j 
HORDEUM GALLICfJM five 
MUNDATUM. French barley, 
or the common barley freed from 
the tliell. 

HORDEUM PER LATUM dic¬ 
tum [L.] Pearl barley; prepared in 
Germany and Holland, by grind¬ 
ing the fhelled b 2 riey into little 
round granules, which appear of a 
kind of pearly whitenefs. 

Barley, in its feveral Rates, is 
more cooling, lefs glutinous, and 
lefs nutritious, than wheat or oats; 
among the ancients, decoftians of 
it were the principal aliment and 
medicine in acute difeafes. 

Med. Virt. Cooling. 

HO R Mi HI SATIVL , feu Scla- 
rtvr, folia , femen : Salvia: fclarea 
Lin. Garden clary ; the leaves-aud 
feeds. . 

Thefe have a warm, bitterifh, 
pungent tafie ; and a ftrong, not 
very agreeable fmeil : toe touch 
difeevers in the leaves a large 
quantity of glutinous or refinous 
matter. They are principally re- 


(*) Stirp., Helvet. L. 442. 
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commended in the fluor albus , and 
other female loeaknejfes , in hyjleric 
diforders , and in flatulent colics . 

Med. Virt. Corroborant. 

HYOSCYAMI NIGRI Z/«. 

folia. The common wild, or black 
henbane ; the leaves [£.] 

This vegetable is a native of 
England, and grows commonly 
among!! rubbifh, about villages, 
road Tides, &c. and flowers in 
June. It has long been confidered as 
one of the mod deleterious of the 
narcotic c'afs of medicines to which 
it belongs ; but though it is poffefl- 
ed of very powerful aCtion, llill 
there is little doubt but by judi¬ 
cious management it may become 
- a very efficacious remedy in many 
cafes. 

The finell of the hyofcyamus is 
ftrong and peculiar, and the leaves, 
when bruifed, emit fomewhat of 
the odour of tobacco ; this fmell is 
ftill ftronger when the leaves are 
burnt; and on burning they fpar- 
kle with a deflagration fomewhat 
refembling that of nitre; but to 
the tafte they are mild, and muci¬ 
laginous; flill when taken in fuffi- 
cierit quantity, are capable of pro¬ 
ducing terrible fymptoms, fuch as 
appearances of intoxication, at¬ 
tended with wild delirium, remark¬ 
able dilatation of the pupils of the 
eyes, and convulfions. This plant 
was well known to the ancients, 
and its effeCts as an anodyne were 
experienced by Dioscorides ; and 
it has been ufed in this view both 
externally and internally by many 
fubfequent practitioners, particu¬ 
larly Celfus ; and in haemorrhagic 
difeafes the feeds were fuccefsfully 
given by .Plater, Forestus, 'and 
Boyle. For a long time however 
afterwards its ufe was laid afide, 
till again introduced into praCtice 
by Stoerck, who gave it with fuc- 
cefs in internal convulfions and 
fpafms, palpitations of the heart, 
madnefs, melancholy, epilepfy, in¬ 


veterate head-aches, hsemoptvfis; 
and a troublefome cough which 
attended the lafl-mentioned com¬ 
plaint, was completely appeafed by 
the repeated ufe of the extraCt. —• 
Collin extended the dofe to twen¬ 
ty-four or thirty grains a day; 
though Stoerck, arid fome others, 
recommend this extraCt in the dofe 
of one grain or two; but Cullen 
never difeovered its anodyne ef¬ 
fects, till he had proceeded to dofes 
of eight or ten grains, nay, fome- 
times to fifteen, nay, even to 
^twenty. 

In fine, the hyofcyamus is found 
often an agreeable anodyne, and 
hypnotic, and particularly in con- 
flitutions where opium will not 
agree, becaufe it is lefs binding to 
the belly : in ether refpeCts its 
virtues leem to be fimilar to thofe 
of opium. It fhould however 
never be increafed to very full 
dofes, becaufe it has been found, 
.when thus given, it more readily 
produces delirium than opium, and 
in many cafes gives turbulent and 
unrefrefhing deep. 

The leaves have been applied in 
the way of poultice, to refolve 
feirrhous tumours, and to-remove 
fome pains of the arthritic and 
rheumatic kind. In melancholy, 
mania, epilepfy, and various con¬ 
vulsive affections, it has not been 
found to produce any powerful 
effeCts, nor fuperior to what have 
been experienced by the admini- 
ftration of opium. 

Med. Virt. Narcotic. 

Prep. Extract — Cataplafm — 
Powder. 

HYPERICI folia , fores , femen : 
Hyperici per for ah Lin. S. P. St. 
John’s wort; the leaves, flowers 
[L.] and feeds [£.] 

This plant grows wild in woods 
and uncultivated places throughout 
England. The leaves are without 
foot-ffalks, and placed in pairs; 
they are entire, oval, and befet 
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for 


a great number of minute 
Fa °fparent vehicles, which have 
./ e appearance of fmaii perforations 
F °ugii the difc, and hence the 
a nie perforatum. Irs rafte is rough 
bitter; flj ; the fmell d ifagree- 
l Hypericum has long been 
mated as a corroborant, diuretic , 
lari Vu ^ nerar y • but more particu- 
a J In hyfltrical, hypochondriacal, 
r 1 j Maniacal dforders : it has been 
Ironed 0 f {\. c h efficacv in the 
er > as to have thence received 
oarne of fuga da monum. It was 
recommended internally 
of fft'-vJs, bruifes, ulcers, Jfitting 
^ tood, bloody urine, agues, and 
j_ ms : externally as an aua- 
detergent, and difeutient ; hovv- 

b is now rarely brought into 
tf^'' Ce " b observable, that 
0 ;‘i bowery tops tinge expreffed 
y’* °* a re d colour (which very few 
Co j> eta b!e ftibfta nces will do), and 
fu V^nieate a blood-red to redi- 
* le( l inirit. 

rlt^ Virt. Diuretic — Sudo- 
Jl °- Alterant. 

t.^ Pocdsnmsfuccus hfpjfa- 
of'• ' f ay i Hypocijiidis Lin. Juice 

tj 0|1 ' V P°ciftis is a flefoy produc¬ 
ing^’ ^ ro ' v *ng i n die warmer cli- 
lti n ? s r >'om the roots of different 
is * s cifti. Its infpiiTated juice 
h llt f a ft' ingent, fimilar to acacia, 
f ent rpiewha.t frronger. At pre- 
0f th lt ls b'arce otherwife made ufe 
th e rj]' J as an ingredient in fome of 
compofitions. 

HVc* ^ irt> dfringent. 

C ° 0 ^ f° lia ■■ Offici- 

tl 'lto,f r « ■*', f,vt C - *• 

m, P; the leaves [_E.] 

*r 0rr , e . ^ e ? ves °‘ r hyffop have an 

wsfV :m R l v’r d "u warm , pi "" 

hies r befides the general vir- 
cularjy arornat 'ics, th ey are parti- 
*/?&/«!- 1 eco >nmendcd in humoral 
the t aiu l other dforders 

P y on lQt J ea 'ft ane * l un gs; and laid to 
Cx peiloration % An infufion 


of the leaves is chiefly drank as 
tea, fweetened with honey or fu- 
gar: in contufions, and for remov¬ 
ing blacknefs occafioned bv the 
extravafated fluids, this has been 
recommended in form of poultice 
and fomentation. 

Med, Virt. Aromatic — Pec¬ 
toral. 

JALAPIUM \L. £.] Convolvuli 
Jalapee Lin. Jalap. 

Jalap is the root of an American 
convolvulus, brought to us in thin 
tranfverfe flices from Xalapa, a 
province of Nyw Spain. Such 
pieces fliould he chofen as are moll 
compad, hard, weighty, dark-co¬ 
loured and abound mod with black 
circular ftrice. Slices of briony root 
are fa'id to be fometimes mixed 
with thofe of jalap: thefe may bt 
eafrly difinguified by their whiter co¬ 
lour and lej's compact texture. This 
root h s no fmell, and very little 
taffe upon the t-ongije ; but when 
fwallowed, it a fled s the throat with 
a fenfe of heat, and occauons a 
plentiful difeharge of faliva. 

Jalap in fjbffa.nce, taken in a 
dofe of about half a dram fiefs or 
more, according to the circum- 
ftances of the patient) in plethoric, 
or cold phlegmatic habits, proves an 
effectual, and in general a fdfe pur¬ 
gative, performing its office mildly, 
feldcm occasioning naufea or gripes, 
which too frequently accompany 
the other ftrong cathartics. In hy¬ 
pochondriacal dijorders, and hot bili¬ 
ous temperaments, it gripes violently , 
if the jalap be good ; but rarely 
takes due effed as a purge. An 
extract, made by water, purges al¬ 
ms f univerfolly, but weakly; and at 
the fame time has a confideralde ef¬ 
fect by mine: the root remaining 
after this procefs, gripes violently. 
The pure re/in, prepared by fpirit of 
wine, cccafons tnofr violent gripings , 
and other terriblefymptoms, but fcarce 
proves at all cathartic; triturated 
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with fugar , or with almonds into the 
form of an emulfion , or diffalved in 
fpirit and mixed with fyrups , it purges 
plentifully in a fmall dofe , without oc- 
cafioning much diforder: the part of 
the jalap remaining after the repa¬ 
ration of the refin yields to water 
an extract , which has no effeCt as a 
cathartic, but operates powerfully by 
urine. 

Frederick Hoffman particularly 
cautions againft giving this medi¬ 
cine to children, and adores us, 
that it will deftroy appetite, weak¬ 
en the body, and perhaps occalion 
even death. In this point this ce¬ 
lebrated practitioner was probably, 
deceived: children, whofe vefi'els 
are lax, and food foft and lubri¬ 
cating, bear/thefe kinds of medi¬ 
cines, as GeofFroy obferves, better 
than adults. 

Jalap united with cryftals of tar¬ 
tar, and well triturated, or aifo 
with hard fugar, forms a very eafy 
and pleafant purgative; for it will 
operate is lefler dofes than when 
taken by itfelf, and at the fame 
time very moderately, and without 
griping. Jalap, uniteil with double 
its weight of falts of tartar, forms 
the compound powder of jalap; 
which may be taken in dofes of 
from two fcruplesto four, thefim- 
ple powder only in half that quan¬ 
tity, which is fuppofec! equal to 
ten or fifteen grains of the extract, 
or about 3 ij. of the tinCture; 
mixed with calomel it is confi- 
dered a good anthelmintic ; and 
a hydragogue, and given in drop- 
lies. 

It is not proper to adminifter it 
in acute fevers, or in hot or dry 
conftitutions ; for in thefe, like the 
•reft of acrid and irritating purga¬ 
tives, it aggravates the intenfe and 
often inflammatory heat in the vif- 
cera; and produces a fparing, nay, 
indeed, frequently not any evacu¬ 
ation at all. It is a moft agreeable 
purgative in cold confutations , and 


fuch as abound with ferous fluidh 
particularly in dropfy , anafarca , and 
and cachexy. Thus far Geoffroy ' 
though Dr. Cullen fays, that he 
.never knew it heating except when 
given in very large dofes. 

Med. Virt. Cathartic. 

Prep. Compound Powder — Ex* 
traH — Rcfin — and TinSlure. 

JAPONICA TERRA, five cate¬ 
chu. Mimosa Catechu Lin. Suppl.E • 

l L - £•] 

An infpiflated vegetable juice* 
prepared in the Eaft-Indies from 
the fruit, as is fuppofed, of the 
areca palm-tree. It is dry and pul' 
verable, outwardly of a reddifh co¬ 
lour, inwardly of a fhining dark 
brown, almoft black, with fom e 
caft of red. When pure, it dif- 
folves totally in water, and almoft 
totally in rectified fpirit. As ^’ e 
ufually meet with it, a confidet- 
able quantity of fandy matter j 5 
left by both thefe menftrua. TIM 
medicine is a mild afringent , and 
f requently employed as fuch in alv^d 
fluxes , uterine profluvia , in laxity and 
debility of the vifeera in general, and 
in coughs proceeding from thin act‘ t( * 
defiuxions. It is often foffered 
diflolve leifurely in the mouth as a 
topical aftringent for laxities and 
exulcerations in the gums, for apk' 
thous ulcers in the mouth, and fim 1 ' 1 
lar afreCtions. Its tafte is mof e 
agreeable than that of moft oth^ 
fubftances of this clafs; chewed, 
for feme time, it leaves a kind 0 
fweetifhnefs in the mouth. Th e 
troches and tin£tur ; e, kept in t* 1 
fhops, are very elegant prep aI> 
ations of it. 

JASMINI Jos: Jafmini ~ojfi cl ‘ 
nalis Lin. Jafmine ; the flowers. 

This is a fmall tree, common ^ 
planted in our gardens. The 
ers have a.ftrong fmell, wliick 1 ® 
liked by moft people; expreft 6 ’^ 
oils extraft their fragrance by 
fufion; and water elevates fbm p 
what of it in diitillation; but no e 
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Ttial oil has hitherto been ob- 
ta hied from them: the diftilled 
)^ter, kept for a little time, lofes 

odour. As to their medidal vir- 
Ues 5 the prefent practice experts 
f ot «ny from them, notwithftand- 
IPS they have been recommended 
J 7 promoting delivery^ curing ulcer- 
a 'io/is of the uterus , &C. 

^E:d. Virt. Stimulant. 

HTHYOCOLLA. Acipenfer 
'VknusetHufo L. SjJ?. Nat. Fifli- 
b °r ifing-gjafs \L. 1 
„ -t ms is a folid glutinous fub- 
C f l I Ce > obtained from a large kind 
: of the iturgeon kind, caught 

^ me feas of Mufcovy. The Ikin, 
av'5 ^° me other parts of the animal, 
jA ?°iled in water, the deco&ion 
an ^ to a P ro P er confiftence, 
tjk 0 bien poured out fo as to form- 
e r n Ca kes; thefe are either further 
M ;^ated till perfectly dry, or cut 
aft * nto ^ ces > which are 

fp ) - er ' Var ds bent, or rolled up into 
horfe-flioe, and other fhapes. 
Aj r '3 nas lately been, declared by 
i n E J. ac kfon to be the air-bladder, 
Pa n . Ules » ant l other membranous 
turn freed from their na- 

’Thii nv,: cus, rolled up, and dried. 
iq e j 8me is more employed for 
ci ne ’ an ’ c purpofes than in medi- 
<t Cr f ^ may be given in a thin 
the p° ;w ' 0aj fate of the juices , after 
Sums nie manner as the vegetable 
had a ^ mucilages; regard being 
th e ir different difoofition to 

&“• . 

JtUed \? lven in fluor albus, conti- 
\‘ arr hoea, and other weak- 
0 tntoajelly with milk, 
^hen .‘ 10n & Solution in water, 
gaut Xa* °n.filk, forms an ele- 
*fi 1Us P ‘h er ? which joined with 
of cn, aR , halfams takes the name 

tSS^h/kr. 

^h‘ A EORTJE radix : Impe-. 
die root" '^ ^w • Mafter-wort; 

^> r enea^ * nat ive of the Alps and 
a mountains, and fome 
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parts of Germany, whence we are 
fuppiied with roots fuperior jn aro¬ 
matic flavour to thofe raifed in our 
gardens. The fmell of this root is 
very fragrant; its tafte bitterifh, 
warm, and pungent,' glowing in 
the mouth for a long time after it 
has been chewed This fimple, 
though undoubtedly an elegant 
aromatic, is not regarded in the 
prefent practice : it is fcarcely ever 
dire&ed in extemporaneous pre- 
feription, and the only officinal 
composition it has 3 place in, is the 
plague-water of the Edinburgh 
Pharmacopoeia. Its flavour is 
fimilar to that of angelica,- but 
ftronger. 

Med. Virt. Aromatic. 

IPECACUANHA [L. £.] A 
root brought from the Spaniih 
Weft-Indies. 

It is divided into two forts, Pe¬ 
ruvian and Brazilian : but the eye 
diftinguifhes three, afli-coloured or 
grey, brown, and white. Th t ajh~ 
coloured , or Peruvian ipecacuanha 
of the fliops, is a fmall wrinkled 
root, bent and contorted into a 
great variety of figures, brought 
over in ffiort pieces, full of wrin¬ 
kles, and deep circular fifibres, 
quite down to a fmall white woody 
fibre that runs in the middle of 
each piece : the cortical part is 
com pa A, brittle, looks fmooth and 
refi nous upon breaking: it has very 
little fmell; the tafte is bitterifh and 
fubacrid, covering the tongue, as 
it were, with a kind of mucilage. 
The brown is fmall, and fomewhat 
more wrinkled than the foregoing, 
of a brown or blackifh colour with¬ 
out, and white within ; this is 
brought from Brazil The white 
fort is woody, has no wrinkles, 
and no perceptible bitternefs in 
tafte. The fir ft fort (the afii-co¬ 
loured or grey ipecacuanha) is that 
ufually preferred for medicinal ufe. 
The brown has been fometimes ob- 
fervsd, even in a fmall dofe, to 
Ms 
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produce violent effects. The white, 
though taken in a large one, has 
fcarce any efredt at all : Mr. Geof- 
froy calls this fort baftard ipeca¬ 
cuanha, and complains that it is 
an irnpofirion ■ upon the public. 
To what fpecies of plant the ipe¬ 
cacuanha belongs, has not as yet 
been determined. Geoffrey, Neu¬ 
mann, Dale, and Sir Hans Sioane, 
inform us, that the roots of a fpnd 
of apocynum (dog’s bane) are too 
frequently brought over inftead of 
it: and inftances are given of ill 
confluences following froiti the 
ufe of thefe roots. If the marks 
above laid down, particularly the 
afh-colonr, bitternels, deep wrin¬ 
kles, and bitteriili tafte, be care¬ 
fully attended to, all mi flakes of 
this kind may be prevented. 

Ipecacuanha was firft brought 
into Europe about the middle of 
the 1 ail century, and an account of 
it publi(hed about the fame time 
by Pifo ; but it did nor come in¬ 
to general ufe till about, the year 
i686„ when Helvetius, under the 
patron ge of Lewis XIVi intro¬ 
duced it into praftice. This root is 
tne f the mihlejl and fafeft emetics 
we are acquainted with ; and has 
this peculiar advantage, that if it 
Jhiould not operate by vomit, it pajfles 
ejj' by the other emundories. It was 
firft introduced among us with the 
character of an almojt infallible re¬ 
medy in d fenteries and other invete¬ 
rate fluxes; as alio m fiflorders pro¬ 
ceeding from ob ructions of long fltand- 
ing: nor has it loft much of its 
reputation by time. In dyfmteries , 
it almoji always. produces happy cf- 
fetts, and often performs a cure in 
a very ihovt fpace cf time. In other 
fluxes of the belly, in beginning -dy[en¬ 
terics, and Jack as are of a malignant 
kind , or where the patient breathes a 
tainted air , it has not been found 
equally fuccefsfu!. In thefe cafes, 
it is nereflary to continue the ufe 
©f this medicine for feveral days, 


and to join with it opiates, dia¬ 
phoretics, and the like. This root* 
given in fubjlance , is as effectual, tf 
not more Jo than any of the pre t ar at tons 
of it: the pure refin adts as a ftrong 
irritating emetic, but is of little 
fervice in dyfenteries ; whilft aI1 
extract prepared with water is al- 
moft of equal fervit e in thefe caie s 
with the root itfelf, though it has 
little effedt as an emetic. Geoffroy 
concludes hence, that the chief vir¬ 
tue of ipecacuanha in dyfenteric* 
depends upon its gummy fubftance* 
which lining the inteftines with <*• 
folt mucilage, when their own m 11 ' 
cus has been abraded, occaiio IlS 
their exulcerations to heal, and d£' 
fends them from the acrimony 
the‘juices: and that the refinou* 
part, in which the emetic quality 
resides, is required, where the mot' 
bific matter is lodged in the gland 3 
of the flomach and inteftines. Bi^ 
if the virtues of this root were en¬ 
tirely owing to its mucilaginous 
gummy part, pure gums, or muci¬ 
lages, might: be employed to equ ;l 
advantage. Water, afbfted by * 


boiling heat, takes up from all ve '. 
getabies a confideTable portion 0 
refinOus along with the gum^y 
matter. If the ipecacuanha re¬ 
maining after the action of wat*- 
be digefted with pure l’pirit, it "’d 
not yield half fo much refin as ‘i 
firfl: fo that the aqueous extras 
differs from the crude root only J ‘ l 
degree,. being proportional)!)’ 
refinous, and having lefs etM ’ 
both as an emetic, and in the cf rS 
of dy fenteries. The virtues 01 4 ^ 
cacti nha, in this diforder, depp' 1 
upon its promoting perfpirating 
the freedom of which is here ofr*’ 
utrnoft importance, and an inerf® - 
of which, even in an healthful p e 
fon, is generally obferved to B’P 
prefs the evacuation by ftool. ^ 
dv ferneries, the fkin is for the ip 0 ' 
part dry and tenfe, and peifp 1 ’ 
tion obftrufted ; the common 
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jl et:cs pafs off without effect 
dof 011 ^ ’ n ^ e ^' ria I carsa I : lmail 
fi ;„ es °f this root have been admi- 

hi V ^ u ’’ r ^ keff e ff e< ^ 9 ’ prov- 
jj * )0t h laxative and diaphoretic : 

’P^cacuanha, if the patient, af- 
^ ‘ a puke or two, be covered up 
T r,1 h brings on a plentiful fweat. 
j t ter the removal of the dyfentery, 
0 j: ls n eceiTiry to continue the ufe 
«, , e lne dicine for fome time lon- 
j? ’ | n or der to prevent a relay fe. 
V j f , r ,!l ’ s purpofe, a few grains, di- 
t 0 !ec - ' n to feveral dofe®, fo as not 
it! ° Cta ^ 0n any fen Able evacuation, 
V vlo e , x hibited every day ; bv 
e njj--i means the cure is effectually 
J ^d. And indeed final! dofes, 
en ev en from the beginning, 
t ; ve >e n often found to have bet- 
th eff f ls in the cure of t is difeafe 
frZ" larger ones. Geoffroy in¬ 
ti, “ 1s us, from his own experience, 
of 3t i ^ !e ^ 15s obferved ten grains 
t!!e powder to aCt as effectually 
f 0r a EcrvtpJe or two; and there- 
? uii c ° u %* es the dofe betwixt fix 
ten grains : it has lately been 


f.jo.' . ’ that even fmaller dofes prove 
emetic. The only offi- 
ti 11( n Preparation of this root is a 
J) llr( T nia{ -le in' wine, 
hot! r " ^kenfideremarks, that where 
v 0 ,^g contraindicates repeated 
f 0 e p !n S> he knows no medicine 

as i P ecacu . anha » ™sp a f- 

Vf n I "fthtnas. In violent parox- 
',. a Rruple procures relief 
h ? 4^‘ iatc ]y ; where the difeafe is 

e v 


ery " ’ * roiV! three to five grains 
ev ei v n ‘ orn ' ln gi or from five to ten 
fo r r ot,er morning, may be given 
?!io V^nth or fix weeks, it has 

Uiorrh >een fac . c ' eCsfu!, y u - e( ^ hi h»- 

tly r a“T es: in menorrhagia one 
fo Ur ' [' ! ° r half a grain given every 
a CUr :-; s . has been laid to effcdt 
furr>,T catarrhal, or even con- 
Ous ft i y e Ca %» as vvt “H as in vari- 
u ten ~r es fever fmall dofes have 
E,. '. 1U 'l c V 0 i great ufe. 

Ci nmtei Ks have been cured by 


l6 5 

giving five grains, or enough to 
excite nauiea, an hour before the 
acceflion of the fit was expend. 
They have alfo been fuccefsfully 
treated by ipecacuanha given as an 
emetic at the time of the acceflion, 
or at the end of the cold flage. 
When combined with opium, it 
affords us the moll ufeful and ac¬ 
tive fweati ■£ medicine of which 
we are in pofieflion. 

A full dofe of ipecacuanha in 
powder is one fcruple, as an eme¬ 
tic; as a diaphoretic, from half a 
grain to three : and of ipecacuan¬ 
ha wine, in the firft intention, from 

ij. to gxij. ; in the latter, from 
from twenty to forty drops with a 
fourth part or more of tinfture of 
opium. 

Med. Virt. Emetic — Diapho¬ 
retic. 

Prep. Powder — compound Pow¬ 
der — Pin pure. 

IRIDJS FLORENTINE ra¬ 
dix : L. S. P. Florentine orris ; the 
root [ L . £.] 

There are feveral varieties of this 
plant cultivated in our gardens on 
account of the elegance of their 
flowers. The roots, when recent, 
have a bitter, acrid, nauiecus tafte v 
and taken into the body prove 
Jirongly cathartic; and hence the 
juice is' recommended in dropfics , 
in a dofe of three or four fcruples. 
By drying they lofe this quality, 
yet drill retain a fomewhar pungent, 
birterilh tafte : their fmell in this 
dale is of the aromatic kind ; thole 
produced in the wanner climates 
have a very grateful flavour, ap¬ 
proaching to that of March vio¬ 
lets : hened the ufe of the Floren¬ 
tine iris in perfumes, and for fla¬ 
vouring lienors. In the dried date 

, O i ... 

in' which we have it, it is conii- 
dered as a very infignificant expec¬ 
torant. 


TUGLAN3. 
S. >. 

[>] 


juplans regia T. 


Walnut; the unripe fruit 

M 3 . 
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A watery extract prepared) from 
the unripe fruit of this tree gather¬ 
ed at the accuftomary time of pick¬ 
ling, has an acrid, bitterifh, {light¬ 
ly aromatic tafte, not difagreeable, 
and is employed chiefly as an an¬ 
thelmintic. For this purpofe a 
folution of the extrait is diflolved 
in half an ounce of cinnamon wa¬ 
ter, of which from twenty to thirty 
drops are given at firft thrice a 
day to infants two or three years 
old, and afterwards from forty to 
fifty, for fix or eight days; the 
third or fifth day giving a purga¬ 
tive, with or without calomel. 

Med. Yirt. opening and Anthel¬ 
mintic. 

Prep. InfpijJ'atedJuice. 

JUNIPERI baccse, cacumen .— 
Juni perl communis Lin. Juniper ; 
the berries and tops [L. £.] 

This 1 is an evergreen fhrub, grow¬ 
ing upon heaths and hilly grounds 
in all the parts of Europe: the 
wood and refin are not at prefent 
made ufe of for medicinal pur- 
pofes: the berries are brought from 
Holland, where this fhrub is very 
plentiful. 

Juniper berries have a ftrong, 
not difagreeable fmell; and a 
warm, pungent, fweet tafte, which, 
if they be long chewed, or pre- 
vioufly well bruifed, is followed 
by a bitterifh one. The pungency 
feems to refide in the bark ; the 
fweet in the juice ; the aromatic fla¬ 
vour in oily veficles, fpread through 
the fubftance of the pulp, and di- 
ftinguifhable even by the eve ; and 
the bitter in the feeds: the frefii 
berries yield, on expreflion, a rich, 
fweet, honey-like, aromatic juice; 
if previoufiv pounded fo as to break 
the feeds, the juice proVes tart and 
bitter. 

Thefe berries are nfeful carmina¬ 
tives aw&Jlomackics; are chiefly ufed 
for their diuretic effects ; and are 
confidered alio as diaphoretics. The 
liquor remaining after the diftil- 


lation of the oil, pa fled through a 
ftrainer, and gently exhaled to the 
confiftence of a rob, proves like* 
wife a medicine of great utility? 
and in many cafes is perhaps pr e " 
ferable to the oil, or berry itfelf* 
Holfman is exprefsly of this opin'" 
on, and ltrongly recommends it i* 
debility of the Jlomach and inteflineh 
and fays it is particularly of fervice 
to old people who are fubjeSl to thefe 
diforders , or labour under a difficulty 
With regard to the urinary excretion * 
this rob is of a dark, brownifh yel" 
low colour, a balfamic fweet tafte, 
with a little of the bitter, accord¬ 
ing as the feeds in the berry have 
been more or lefs bruifed. 

Cullen is of a very different 
opinion. He thinks this rob an inert 
fubftance, and that the berries de¬ 
rive all their properties from the 
eflential oil, which is like that of 
turpentine, but of a more agreea¬ 
ble odour: — this oil in doles °f 
two or three drops is found to h e 
an adfive ftimulant. The berries 
are chiefly taken in infufion, t0 
which is added a proper propor¬ 
tion of gin, and this is though 4 
to form a proper drink for hyd>op lC 
patients. 

Med. Virt. Carminative — St°" 
machic —and Diuretic. 

Prep. A compound Spirit-— afl® 
Ejfential Oil. 

KERMES. Coccus quercus cot" 
cifera Lin. Kermes; the grain. 

Thefe grains appear, when frefib 
full of final], reddifii ovula, °* 
animalcules, of which they 
the nidus. On expreflion, they 
yield a red juice, of a bitterifib 
fomewhat rough and pungent taftf’ 
and a not unpleafant fmell: tin® 
is brought to us from the fouth o' 
France. The grains themfel veS 
are cured by fprinkling with vine¬ 
gar before exficcation : this p ,-e J 
vents the exclufion of the ova, an 


kills fuch of the animals as are 


al- 
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eady hatched ; otherwife, they 
j a nge into a winged infedf, leav- 
^he grain an empty hulk. • 
•Hermes, confidered as a medi- 
ne j is a grateful , very mild rejtrin- 
and corroborant. In this light 
*p' Vas looked upon by the Greeks. 
Arabians added a cordial vir- 
e ' European writers alfo have in 
pueral recommended it for exltila- 
at [ng the fpirits, and agdinfi palpi- 
^ tl ° ns of the heart; but more parti- 
v arI y for promoting birth , and pre- 
^ntmg abortion. I have known, 

» Geoffroy, many women, who 
a d never reached the end of preg- 
made joyful mothers by the 
:t e °f pills compofed of kermes , 

* er mi)i ovor. exficcat. and confedlio de 
Jacintho (a compofition contain- 

fome vegetable aftringents and 
^ornatics, together with gold and 
, Ver leaf, four precious ltones, and 
, ne r ingredients of iefs value) : 
^ ree of thefe pills muft be taken 
tl/ dofe, and this repeated 

t ^ ree ^mes, at the interval of twice 
n ree hours; after which three pills 

* re are to be taken every morn- 

°n the three laft days of the 
v, 0n rn every month till delivery. . 
Co ot Withft an ding this afiertion, we ' 
b-p Ceive onr readers will with us 
»or^ Ve ’ t ^ at ne ith er the kermes, 

, Jts auxiliaries, are to be much 
^nded on. 

EtRT. Afringent -— Corro-r 
Confeflion. 

o. joG. Gummi rubrutn a firing 
V/ ^ Fothergill in Med. Obf. 
f r 2 tf'’ Red aftringent gum 

ft yamhia: fuppofed to exude 
0 f ITl In yifions made in the trunks 
^ Cert «n trees called pan de fan 
A^^wing in the inland parts of 

Cru L m Ve T liable, 10 as to be 
of a iec ^ * n pieces by the hands ; 
ittci; 11, °P a he dark reddifh colour 
to n nin ,F t0 black ; when reduced 
Powder, of a deep brick red. It 


has a refemblance to catechu, but 
is more red and aftringent. Great 
part of it dilTolves readily in the 
mouth, difcovering a ftrong but 
grateful aflringency. The red a- 
ftringent gum from New South 
Wales is very fimilar to kino. 

It has been ufeful in fome uterine 
haemorrhages, particularly after 
child-bearing. 

It is foiuble in aqueous and fpiri- 
tuous meuftrua. The Edinburgh 
college have now received this gum 
as an officinal, and have dire&ed a 
timffure, in which two ounces of 
it are diiTolved in a pound and an 
half of proof fpirit. One part of 
kino united with three parts of 
alum, Dr. Cullen favs, has proved 
one of the mod: powerful aftrin¬ 
gents with which he was ever ac¬ 
quainted. This compofition may 
be given from five to fifteen grains 
or more every four hours in ute¬ 
rine and pulmonary haemorrhage. 
Forty grains of gum arabic added 
to bj. of kino and a proper quan¬ 
tity of fvrup of white poppy, forms 
an agreeable aftringent linfhis ; of 1 
which a tea-fpoonful may be taken 
occafionally. 

It is recommended in diforders 
from laxity and acrimony , habitual 
diarrhoeas , fiuor albus , and feinitial 
'loeaknejfes. 

Med. Virt. Afringent. 

Prep. Tiriflure — Styptic Powder. 

lac; Milk. 

Milk appears to be a vegetable 
juice, with little or nothing of an 
animal nature. The quality and 
ufes of this foft nutritious liquor 
are in general well known : we 
ftiall therefore, in this place, only 
give an account of fome experi¬ 
ments, pointing out the alterations 
it undergoes from different admix¬ 
tures, and the difference in quality 
of the milk of different animals. 

New milk mixes uniformly with 
common water, the mineral chaly- 
M4 
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beate waters, wines and malt li 
quors that are not acid, weak vi¬ 
nous fpirits, fohttions of l’ugar,. 
foaps, and neutral falts; but not 
with oils exoreffed or diftilied. 
Acids both mineral and vegetable 
coagulate it; as alfo do fixt and 
volatile alkalies, and highly recti¬ 
fied fpint of wine : the curd made 
by acids is in part refolvcd again 
by alkaline liquors, as that made by 
alkalies is by acids. Neutral falts, 
nitre in particular, preferve it from 
coagulating fpontaneoufly; and like- 
wife render it lefs eafily coagulable 
by acids. 


The human milk is the fweeteft 
of thefe liquors, and that of affes 
next to it. This latter is the moft 
dilute of them ail; on fuffcring 
it to coagulate fpontaneoufly, the 
curd fcarce amounted to two drams, 
from twelve ounces, wnilft that of 
cows’ milk was live times as much : 
the coaguium of alfes 1 ’ milk, even 
when made by acids, forms only 
into fine light flakes which fwim in 
the ferum ; that of goats’ milk con¬ 
cretes into more compact malfes? 
which fink. 


Upon evapo¬ 
rating twelve 
ounces of 

There remained 
of dry matter 

drams. 

From which water extraded a 
fweet faiine fubftance, amount¬ 
ing, when exflccated, to 
drams. 

Cows’ milk 



Goats’ milk 

12 h 


.Human milk 

S 

, 6 

Adds’ milk 

8 

6 


The faiine fubftance obtained 
from alfes’ milk was white, and 
fweet as fugar; that of tire others 
brown or yellow, and .confiderably 
lefs fweet; that of cows’ milk, the 
lead fweet of all. It appears, there¬ 
fore, that afi'es’ milk contains more 
ferum, and much more of a fac- 
charine faiine matter, than that of 
cows and goats; and that thefe 
two abound moft with unduous 
grofs matter: hence thefe are found 
to be moft nutritious, whilft thy 
ftrft proves moft eiff-.duai as an 
aperient and detergent. 

The infpiffated refiduum of milk, 
digefted with about as much water 
as was wafted in the evaporation, 
yields an elegant kind of whey, 
more agreeable in tafte, and which 
keeps better, than that made in the 
common manner. This liquor pro¬ 
motes the natural fepretions in ge¬ 
neral, and, if its life be duly conti¬ 
nued, does good fervicc in fcorbu- 


tic, and other diforders proceeding 
from thick phlegm and obllrudions 
of the vifcera. 

There are confiderable differ' 
ences in the milk of the fame ani¬ 
mal, according to its different ali¬ 
ment. Diofcoi ides relates, that the 
milk of goats, who feed on the fcam*- 
nrionv plant and fpurges proved ca¬ 
thartic: and examples are given in 
the Acfa Haffnienfia of bitter milk 
from the animal’s having eaten 
wormwood. It is a common obfer- 


vation, that cathartics and fpiri to¬ 
ons liquors given to a nurfe affed 
the child: and that the milk of 
animals feeding on green herbs i s 
much more dilute than when the/ 
are fed with dry ores. Hoffman, 
from whom moft of the foregoing! 
pbfcrvations are taken, carrier this 
point fo far, as to hired the animal 
to be dieted according to the difeaf^ 
for which its milk is to be drank. 

Milk in a medicinal view is pen* 
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Jeered as an emollient, an analep- 
Jc , and corroborant.—Bmter-ftjilk, 
as Containing a fweet and acid, is 
certainly laxative, though not 
foogly f 0 without large quanti- 
lles have been taken. 

I lacca, gummi-rejina : Croton 
9cc fevum Lin. Lac, gum-refin. 

rhis is a fort of wax, of a red 
Colour, collected in toe Eaft-lndies 
y certain infers, and deputed on 
beks fattened for that purpofe in 
j e earth, it is brought over ei- 
' 1er adhering to the llicks, or in 
nia!! tranfparent grains, or in fe- 
tran fparent fiat cakes : the fir ft 
I s called Jiick-lack , the ftconti Jced- 
C c ’ and the third JJiell-lac. On 
taking a piece of ftick*lac, it ap- 
Cor npoled of regular ceils 
l ^ e the honeycomb, with fmall 
c°rpufcles of a deep red colour 
0( 'S d in them. Thcfe are the 
' °' !n g in lefts, and to thefe the lac 
?"’ es its tinfture; for when freed 
them its colour is very dilute. 
ne flieii and fe^d lacs, which do 
exhibit any in lefts or cellular 
Ppearance upon breaking, are fup- 
1 Citd to be artificial preparations 
? ri ie other: the feed fort is faid 
p t:,e ftick-lac broiled and rob- 
, eu <>f its more foluble parts; and 
cc file] 1 to be the feed lac, melted 
formed into cakes. The Jlick- 
therefore is the Pennine, fort , and 
j, 11 nlo?ie to be employed jor medi- 
^ a l purjnfcs. This concrete is of 
* re “t efteem in German and other 
^pTUries* for laxity and fponginefs of 
„ e A Um s, proceeding from cold, or 
j c .°'bntic habit. For this ufe the 
j-h is foiled in water, with the atl- 
^oon of a little alum, which pro- 
! °" es ’ ,ts folution : or a tinfture is 
'jfo. e ironi it with reftified fpirit. 
te X% f} n J Ure ’ s recommended a Jo in~ 
>la y in the fiuor a Jus, and in rkeu- 
a a p c fcorb.:t;c difordrers; it has 
fa ^ at ffo !, nie 11, and a notunplea- 
thf* \ b ; Ueria b sftringent tafte : m 
Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia, a 


tinfture is direfted to be made with 
fpirit of feurvy-grafs. The prin- 
cipal ufe of lac among us is in cer¬ 
tain mechanic arts as a colour¬ 
ing drug, and for making fealing- 
waxi 

Med. Vxrt. Aftringen}. 

Prep. Tinfture. 

LAC TEC a VI ROSA. Lin. 

Strong-fcented Lettuce [ L . J 

The upper leaves of this plant 
are jagged about the edges, the 
lower are not. In Britain it is In¬ 
digenous, found in hedges and by 
the fide of ditches, and flowers in 
June. It differs widely in its qua¬ 
lity from, the garden lettuce; it 
fmells ftrongiy of opium, and ap¬ 
pears to participate in no fmall de¬ 
gree of its virtues : the narcotic 
powers reAde in its milky juice. It 
is faid to quench thirjl , to be greatly 
laxative , powerfully diuretic , iome- 
what diaphoretic , and not difagree- 
able to the ft0mac a ; but during its 
operation plentiful dilution is al¬ 
lowed. It is given in form of in- 
fpilTated juice, in final! doles, and 
recommended in dropfies : though 
in that d Teafe of long Handing from 
vifeerat obftruftions, it has been 
a dm ini titered to the qu mtlty of half 
an ounce in the dav. Out of twen¬ 
ty-four dropfical patients, ac¬ 
cording to the account of Dr. 
Collin of Vienna, twenty-three 
were cured. 

MliD. Virt. Diuretic — Diapho - 
retie — Laxative. 

1' r r p. L,fpi[fated Juice , 

LADANUM [/..] 

This is a refinous fubftance ex¬ 
uding upon the leaves of the ci/lus 
Cretica Lin. This refin is faid to 
have been formerly collefted from 
the beards of goats who bronzed 
the leaves of the ciftus : at prefent, 
a kind of rake, with feveral ftraps 
or thongs of /kins fixed to it, is 
drawn lightly over the flmib, fo 
as to take up the unftnous juice, 
which is afterwards feraped off 
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with knives. It is rarely met with 
pure, even in the places which 
produce it; the duft, blown upon 
the plant by the wind, mingling 
with the tenacious juice. The in¬ 
habitants are alfo laid to mix with 
it a certain black fand. In the 
ihops two forts are met with: the 
better (which is very rare) is in 
dark-coloured, almoft black maffes, 
of the confidence of a foft plafter, 
•which grows ftill fofter upon being 
handled ; of a very agreeable finell, 
and of a light pungent bitterifti 
tafte : the other fort is harder, not 
fo dark-coloured, in long rolls coil¬ 
ed up: this is of a much weaker 
fmell than the former, and has a 
large admixture of a fine fand, 
which in the Jadanum examined 
by the French academy made up 
three-fourths of the mafs. Rectified 
fpirit of wine almoft entirely dif- 
folves pure ladannm, leaving only 
a fmall portion of gummy ma'ter 
which has no tafte or fmell : and 
hence this refin may be thus excel¬ 
lently purified for internal purpofes. 
This is only ufed externally ; the 
emplaftrum ladani forms an ele¬ 
gant froraach plafter, and from its 
moderate adhefive quality eafily ad¬ 
mits of being taken off, to renew 
the volatile effentials. 

LAMII ALB I folia , fores: 
White archangel, or dead net¬ 
tle ; the leaves and flowers. 

This grows wild in hedges ; and 
flowers in April and May. The 
flowers have been particularly ce¬ 
lebrated in uterine fluors, and o her 
female vveakneffes, as alfo in disor¬ 
ders of the lungs ; but they appear 
to be of very, weak virtue. 

LAPATHUM. Dock ; the roots. 

We have ten or eleven docks 
growing wild in England, the roots 
of molt of w* ich are brought to 
market promifcuoufly ; t.hough,two 
have been generally directed by 
phyficians in preference to the 
others. Thefe are : 

OXYLAPATHUM: Rumex-ac - 


utus Lin, The dock with long* 
narrow, fiiarp - pointed leaves, 
not curled up about the edges. 
[£.] 

HYDROLAPATHUM : Rutnex 
aquations Lin. The great water- 
dock [.£.] 

The leaves of the docks gently 
loofen the belly, and have foir.e- 
times been made ingredients in de¬ 
coctions for removing a coftive habit. 
The roots are celebrated for the 
cure of fcorbutic and cutaneous dif- 
orders , both exhibited internally, 
and applied externally in ointments, 
cataplafms, and fomentations. —* 
Muntingius publifhed a treatife on 
thefe plants in the year 16S1, in 
which he endeavours to prove, that 
our great water-dock is the herba 
Britannica of the ancients : and 
indeed the defcription which Dio- 
fcorides gives of the latter, does 
not ill agree to the former. This 
author therefore attributes to the 
hydrolapathum all the virtues afcribed 
of old to the Britannica , particu¬ 
larly recommending it in the fcur- 
vy and all its fymptoms. Where 
this diforder is of very long Hand¬ 
ing, fo as not to yield to the hydro¬ 
lapathum alone, he direifts a compo- 
fition, by the ufe of which, he fays, 
even the venereal lues will, in a 
fliort time, be effectually cured* 
Six ounces of the roots of the watery 
dock, with two of faffron ; and of 
mace, cinnamon, gentian root, li¬ 
quorice root, and black pepped 
each three ounces (or, where the 
pepper is improper, fix ounces of 
liquorice), are to be reduced info 
coarfe powder, and put into a mix' 
ture of two gallons of wine, with 
half a gallon of flrong vinegar, arid 
the yolks of three eggs ; and the 
whole digefted, with a moderate 
warmth, for three days, in a glazed 
veffel, clofe ftopt: from three- t° 
fix ounces of this liquor are to be 
taken every morning on an empty 
ftomach, for fourteen or twenty 
days, or longer. 
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R has been confidered as a now* 
^ r Eil antifcorbutic, taken internai- 
: and a ftrong decottion of it is 
.aid to put a flop to eating ulcers 
* n the mouth and tonfils, cures 
jP°ngy gums, &c. Boerhaave, 
5 °m his own experience, extols it 
a^ ufetul in fcorbutic, rheumatic, 
cutaneous diforders; alfo in 
dilorders from obftrufted vifcera. 

faid to have been evidently 
^fcful in afiifting the ftomach in 
office of digeftion ; and the root 
Ued and powdered is reported to 
f a powerful antifeptic. This has 
been recommended as an ex- 
^ e hent dentrifice. Should the povv- 
e y be di(agreeable to the ftomach, 
? Qe codion of half a pound of the 
*ik of the root boiled in fix pints 
° ^"’ater till reduced to four, will 
'Clover every purpofe; of which 
•aifa pint ftjould be taken warm 
°. Ur times a day. — However, not- 
^ ’“hftanding the high character it 
fl* maintained, there are fome phy* 
who do not think it mate- 
* n ?.v diifers from other aftringents; 
p ilc ' ar e therefore very doubtful a- 
°^ 1l the great virtues afcribed to it. 

Med. Vxrt. Alterant and Lax- 
ah ve 


, EAV ENDULiE floret: Laven- 
fplcte Lin. Lavender; the 
«°wers [E.L.] 

p Ehere are different varieties of 
e I plants ; but all have a fragrant 
an<J * a warm,-pungent, bit- 
p 1 ”* 1 tafte: the broad-leaved fort 
vVnf ftron S eft i 11 both refpefts, and 
efT> • * n distillation thrice as much 
l f Cn EaI oil as the other; its oil is 
° hotter, and fpecifically heavier. 
p. CllCe in the fouthern parts of 
CC ’ • where both kinds grow 
t ! 1 c ’ -^his only is made ufe of for 
0/r -1 -,^ at * on °f what is called oil 
the f 1 "Ebe narrow-leaved is 
garde/"* c °mmonIy met with in our 

Riirf 3V ? n ^ Cr E a warm aromatic ; 
* h nether given internally, or ex¬ 


ternally applied, it is a powerful 
ftimulant to the nervous fvftem. It 
is principally recommended in ver¬ 
tigoes, palfles , tremors, fupprejfon of 
the menjlrual evacuations ; and in ge¬ 
neral in all diforders of the head , 
nerves , and uterus , proceeding from 
a weaknefs of the lolids, and lentor 
or fluggifhnefs of the juices. Tt 
is fometimes alfo ufed externally 
in fomentations for paraiyiic limbs . 
The diftilled oil is particularly ce¬ 
lebrated for defraying the pediculi 
inguinaUs and other cutaneous in¬ 
fers. If foft fpongy paper dipt in 
this oil, either alone, or mixed with 
that of almonds, be applied at night 
to the parts infefted by infefts, they 
will certainly, fays Geoffroy, be all 
found dead in the morning. 

Med. Virt. Cordial—Aromatic 
—Nervous — Stimulant. 

Pk e ?. Spirit—Compound Spirit— 
Effcntial Oil. 

LA UR I folia , bacctf : Lauri vo- 
bilis Lin. The bay-tree ; its leaves 
and berries [L. £.] 

Thefe are generally brought 
from the Straits, though the tree 
bears the colds of our own climate. 
They have a moderately ftrong 
aromatic fmell, and a warm, bit¬ 
tern'll, pungent tafte: the berries 
are ftronger in both refpe&s than 
the leaves, and afford in diftillation 
a larger quantity of aromatic efien- 
tial oil; they yield alfo an almoft 
infipid oil to the prefs, in confe- 
quence of which they prove unc¬ 
tuous in the mouth, Thefe fim- 
ples are warm carminative medicines % 
and fometimes exhibited in this in¬ 
tention againft flatulent colics ; and 
likewife in hyflerical diforders. 

Bergius, who recommends them 
only in hyfterics, confiders them 
alfo as flomachic , ref advent , emmena - 
gogue, diuretic , and diaphoretic. In¬ 
deed they have long been thought 
to a£t with peculiar power on the 
uterine fvftem, and therefore are 
we cautioned agaiuft their ufe' in 


172 

pregnancy. However, they are 
feldom ufed but in fomentations 
and cataplafms. 

M ed. V1Rt. Carminative and 
Jin t iff aim 0 di c. 

Prkp. Effeniial Oil —Dofe, one to 
five drops. 

LENTISCUS : Piflachia Lent if- 
cus Lin. The ienliic, or rnaftich 
treb ; the wood. 

This tree, or flirub, is a native 
of the warm climates, but bears the 
common winters of our own. The 
wood is brought to us in thick 
knottv pieces, covered with an afh- 
ccloured bark, and white within, 
of a rough, fomewhat pungent, 
tafte, and an agreeable though 
faint fmcii; the fmalier tough fprigs 
are both in. tafte and fmeli the 
ftrongtfl. This wood is accounted 
a mild balfamic refirindent; a decoc¬ 
tion of it is in the German epheme- 
rides dignified with the title of ve¬ 
getable aurum potabile , and ftrongly 
recommended in catarrhs , naufem, 
and wcaknefs of the Jlomach; for 
fir engtheniug the io?ie of the vifcera in 
general , and promoting the urinary Je¬ 
er etion. 

'1 his is the tree which in the 
ifiand Chio affords the refin called 
raaffich. See Mastic he. 

Med. Viet. AJinngcm — Tonic — 
Diuretic. 

LEVISTTCI radix , ft:men, herba. 
Ligujlicum Levijlicum. Lovagc ; 
the herb, root, and feed [2i. ) 

This is a large umbelliferous 
plant, cul.ivated with us in gardens. 
The root nearly agrees in quality 
with that of angelica : the principal 
difference is,’that the lovage root 
has a ftronger fmeli, and a iome- 
what lefs pungent tafte, accompa¬ 
nied with a more durable fweetnefs: 
the feeds are rather warmer than the 
root. Thefe fimples, though cer¬ 
tainly capable of being applied to 
ufeful purpofes, are not at prefent 
regarded : neither of them is direct¬ 
ed in extemporaneous prescription, 
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and the root enters no officinal 
compofition. 

Med. Virt. Aromatic. 

LICHEN CINE REUS T R‘ 
RESTRIS : Lichen camnus 
Afh-coloured ground livervwr . 

This con li fts of pretty thick di¬ 
gitated leaves, flat above, of a reti¬ 
cular texture underneath, and faff-, 
ened to the' earth by final 1 fibres:' 
the leaves when in perfection are 
of an afti co’our ; by age they be¬ 
come darker-coloured or reddifh- 
It is met with on. commons and 
open heaths, where it quickly 
fpreads on the ground. Dr. Mead 
informs, us, that this plant grows in 
all countries, and has been brought 
over from America along with the 
Peruvian bark : that it is found at 
all times, but ought to be gathered 
from autumn to winter, as being 
then in its frefheft vigour 

This fimple is faid to be a warm 
diuretic; but the tafte difeovers in 
it little or no warmth. It is chiefly 
celebrated for its virtue in the cure 
of the difor tiers occasioned by the bite 
of a mad deg. An account of the 
remarkable effects in thefe cafes 
of a powder compofed of the dried 
leaves and pepper, was communi¬ 
cated to the Royal Society by Mr. 
Dumpie r, and publifhed in the Phi- 
lofophical Tran factions, No. 237- 
This powder was afterwards inlert- 
ed (In the year 1721) into the Lon¬ 
don Pharmacopoeia, under the title 
of pulvis aniily flits, at the defire of 
an eminent phyfician, who had 
rreat experience of its good efre&s. 
Some years after, the fame gentle¬ 
man publifhed and difi erfed a pa- 
per containing the method of cure, 
which he had in a great number of 
inftances conftantly found fuccefs- 
ful. In this paper, the directions 
were to the following elfeCt : “ Let 
“ the patient be blooded nine or 
“ ten ounces ; and afterwards take 
“ a dram and a half of the pow- 
u der c v 'ety morning faffing, lof 
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<t four mornings fucceffively, in 
a pint of cows’ milk, warm. 
After thefe four dofes are taken, 
De patient mu ft go into the cold 
t bath, or a cold fpring or river, 
ev ery morning falling, for a 
fnonth ; he mufr be dipt ail 
over, but not Hay in (with his 
bead above water) longer than 
half a minute, if the water be 
4 Ver y col J ; after this he mu id go 
1 '* three times a week for a fort- 
“ >*ight longer.” In the year 1745, 
be world was favoured with a new 
e< iition of the Mechanical Account 
^f boifons, in which we find the 
a me method of cure again recom¬ 
mended, as having, in a courfe of 
^ nrty years’ experience, never failed 
p fuccefs ; where it had been fol- 
° w ’ed before the hydrophobia be- 
S^n. it is greatly to be wifhed, 
hat the efficacy of this medicine in 
P re venting thefe terrible diforders 
' Ve re abfoJuteiv certain, and proved 
)’ inconteftable facts. Tnftances 
lav e been produced of its proving 
hnfuccefsful; and the many ex- 
a hip!es of the' fatality of the dif- 
ea fe which continually occur, feem 
ar gumei]ts either of the inefficacy 
1 f he medicine, or of a ft range 
ttegiigence in applying it. We 
b^d only further obferve, that 
h^rhaave, who is in general fufli- 
htently liberal in the commendation 
? l remedies, ranks this among thofe 
thbgnificant trifles, upon which 
r ‘/hcver lhall depend will find him- 
A ,f deceived. — Indeed, from the 
,° n bb!e qualities of tiiis lichen, it 
not feem to be ppflfefied of any 
1 j U 1 degree of medicinal virtue. 

MCHEN IS LANDIC US, Lin. 
T ab *' Eryn go-leaved, or eatable, 
liverwort [£.J 

^ bus is a native of Britain, and 
S r ows particularly on the mountains, 
1 0t| } * n the Lowlands and High- 
. 7 Sof Scotland, and in Wales. It is 
an . r ~. ,r - e ^ v ihucilavinous, has a bitter 
f lomevvhat aftringent tafte, and 


is confidered as a laxative in its re¬ 
cent /late ; but its bitter and aperient 
quality is fomewhat deftroved by 
drying,or by (lightly infufingin wa¬ 
ter. The Icelanders make a flour 
of it called fialgras , either by firlt 
vvafliing the plant, and cutting it 
into fmail pieces, or by drying it 
by the fire, or in the fun, then put¬ 
ting it into a bag, which is well 
beaten, and lafllv working it into 
flour by (lamping. This forms 
a tolerably grateful and agreeable 
food. As a medicine Scotoli 
and Haller recommended it in 
coughs and tonfumptions , and it has 
proved efficacious in diarrhoeas and 
dyfentery. Dr. Kerr found it 
fo fuccefsful in dyfentery , that, after 
the repeated adminiftration of eme¬ 
tics and cathartics, he never ufed 
any other medicine; to which though 
he occafionaily added opium.. Dr. 
Crichton has an high opinion 
only of it in two fpecies of con- 
fumption: the phthfis hfemoptaica y 
and the phthfis pituiiofa vel mucofa ; 
for by the life of this he has feem 
patients get fo far the betfer, as to 
be difmifled from the hofpitals 
cured. Tt is given in decoction, 
boiling ^if s 2 fe- of milk, over a 
flow fire , exactly one quarter of an 
hour. If milk difagrees, water may 
be ufed. Three or four ounces of 
this are to be taken frequently in a 
day. It feems highly probable that 
it may be ufeinl; for it (Length¬ 
ens the digeftive powers, is ex¬ 
tremely nutritious, and is poflefted 
of demulcent and infpiffkting pow¬ 
ers. • 

Med. V1R T. Nour filing — Anti- 
feptic — Laxative. 

LIGNUM RHODIUM. Ce- 
nifia canarienfis Lin. [ E. ] Rofe- 
wood, a wood 1 or root, brought 
from the Canary iflands. 

The writers on botany and the 
materia medica are much divided 
about the lignum rhodium, not 
only with regard'to the plant which 
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affords it, but likewife in their ac¬ 
counts of the drug itfelf, and have • 
defcribed under this name fimples 
manifeftly different. This confu- 
fion feems to have arifen from an 
opinion, that the rhodium and 
afpalathus are the fame; whence 
different woods brought into Eu¬ 
rope for the afpalathus were fold 
again by the name of rhodium. 

As to afpaiathu^ the ancients 
themfelves difagree; Diofcorides 
requiring by this appellation the 
■wood of a certain flirub freed from 
the bark, and Galen the bark of a 
root. At prefent, we have nothing 
under this naifte in the /hops. What 
was fold among us as afpalathus, 
was a pale-coloured wood brought 
from the Eaft Indies, and more 
commonly called calambour. 

The lignum rhodium of the fliops 
is ufually in long crooked pieces, 
full of knots, which, when cut, 
appear of a yellow colour like box, 
with a reddifli call; the iargeft, 
fmootheft, moft compact, and deep- 
eft coloured pieces fhould be cbof- 
en ; and the fmall, thin, or pale 
ones rejected. The tafte of this 
wood is lightly bitterifh, and fome- 
what pungent; its fmell very fra¬ 
grant, refembling that of rofes : 
long kept, it feems to lofe its fmell; 
but, on cutting, or rubbing one 
piece againft the other, it fmeils as 
well as at firft. Diftilled with wa¬ 
ter, it yields anr odoriferous eflen- 
tial oil, in very fmall quantity. 
Rhodium is at prefent in efteem 
only upon account of its oil, which 
is employed as an high and agree¬ 
able perfume in feenting poma¬ 
tums, and the like. But if we may 
reafon from analogy, this odorife¬ 
rous Ample might be advantage- 
oufly applied to nobler purpofes : 
a tin&ure of it in reftified fpirit of 
wine, which' contains in a fmall 
volume the virtue of a eonfiderable 
deal of the wood, bids fair to prove 


a cordial not inferior perhaps ter 
any thing of this kind. 

LIGNUM TINGTILE CAM- 
P liC IIENSE [L. C. ] JrLeinatoxy 
lum campechianum Lin. Campeachy 
or logwood ; a wood brought from 
Campeachy in the bay of Hon¬ 
duras. 

The wood of this tree is of a fo¬ 
lk! texture, and of a dark red co¬ 
lour, has an aftringent fweet tafte, 
and is brought to us in junks, or 
logs, of about three feet in length. 
It was, for a long time, ufed only 
by the dyers; but has been brought 
into medicinal ufe as an aftringent 
and corroborant. It has been found 
peculiarly efficacious in diarrhoeas, 
alfo in the latter ft ages of dyfentery , 
when the obftrudting caufes are re¬ 
moved ; for it obviates the extreme 
laxity of the inteftines ufually 
brought on by the repeated evacu¬ 
ations. It tinges the ftools, and 
fometimes the' urine, but does not 
appear to colour the bones of ani¬ 
mals. 

Med. Virt. Aftringent. 

Prep. Extraft. 

LILII ALB I radix, fores: Lilii 
candidi Lin. White lily; the roots 
and flowers [E.] 

This is cultivated in gardens, 
more for the beauty of its flowers, 
than medicinal ufe. The root, 
which is extremely mucilaginous, 
boiled with milk or water, has been 
ufed as an emollient and fuppu- 
rating cataplafm ; but it is proba¬ 
ble that poultices formed of bread, 
or of farina, poflefs every property 
attributed to the white-lilv root. 

LILII CONFALLIUM radix, 
fores : Convallar'ue majalis Lin- 
Lily of the valley, or May lily > 
the roots and flowers. This grows 
wild in woods and fliady places, 
flowering in May. 

The flowers of tbefe plants are 
faid to be cephalic and nervine. 
They have a pleafant fweet fmell, 
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^bich they impart by iufufion to 
^xprefled oils, and give over in di- 
“illation both to water and fpirit ; 
“ ut no effential oil has been hither- 
P° obtained from them- Etmuller 
**ys, that the diftiiled fpirit is more 
* ra grant than the water. The roots 
the wild lily are very bitter: 
f frted, they are faid to pr^ve a gen- 
t*e errhine ; as aifo the flowers. 
Med Virt. Cephalic and nervine. 
El MO UM fuccus, cortex : C. 
— • _ Citri me die a Lin. Lemons ; 
their juice, yellow rind, and its ef- 


, oil, called efienceof lemons. 

U. £.] 

-The j nice of lemons is fimilar in 
Quality to that of oranges, from 
P’hich it differs little otherwife than 
p 1 being more acid. Hence this 
ls employed always where a ftrong 
^getable acid is required. Dr. 

V hytt found the juice of lemons 
fr> allay hyfterical palpitations of the 
e art, after various other medicines 
had been ineffectual; and alfo this 
•l ll) ce, or that of oranges, taken 
t° the quantity of four or fix 
ponces a day, has fometimes been / 
dvind a remedy in the jaundice, 
t he yellow peel is an elegant aro- 
P^tic, and is frequently employed 
*P homachic tinctures and infu- 
‘f'ds: it is confiderably lefs hot ’ 
ban orange-peel, and yields in di- 
frjlation with water lefs quantity of 
P, e ntial oil. Its flavour is never- 


of long narrow leaves, without any 
Italic: it grows upon rocks and old 
walls, and remains green .all the 
yeah. The leaves have a roughilh 
lomewhat mucilaginous tafte, like 
that of the maiden-hair, but more 
difagreeable. They are recommend¬ 
ed in obflruftions of the vfeera , and 
for Jlrengthening their tone ; and have 
fometimes been made ufe of for 
thefe intentions, either alone, or in 
conjunction with maiden-hair, or 
the other plants called capillary. 

Med. Virt. Aperient . 

LIN I CATHARTICI folia. 
Lin. Purging flax, or mill-moun¬ 
tain ; the leaves. 

This is a very fmall plant, not 
above four or five inches high, 
found wild upon chalky hills, and 
in dry pafture-grounds. Its virtue 
is exprefled in its title ; an infufion 
in water or whey of a handful of 
the frefh ieaves, or a dram of them 
in fubftance when dried, are laid 
to purge without inconvenience. 

Med. Virt. Cathartic. 

LINI SATI VI femen : uftatif- 
Jimi Lin. Common flax, the feed, 
called linfeed [L. £.] 

Linfeed yields to the prefs a con- 
fiderable quantity of oil; and, boil¬ 
ed in water, a ftrong mucilage. 
Infufions and decoCtions of thefe 
feeds are commonly made ufe of, 
like other vegetable mucilages, in 
hoarfenefs , coughs , and pleuritic.fymp- 


,e!e E more perifhable, yet does ' toms , which frequently prevail in 
arife fo readily with fpirit of catarrhal affections; they are alfo 
r 1Ue > for a fpirituous extraCt made recommended in nephritic pains and 
r °m lemon-peel pofleiles the aro- Jhanguries . One fpoonful of tlie 
tafte and fmell of the fubjeCl feed unbruifed is fnid to be a proper 
J 1 greater perfeeftion than an quantity for one quart of water. 


e '■traft prepared in the fame man- 
P e r from the peels of orangbs. 
Med. Virt. Aromatic — Antifcor- 
Cordial. 

r ep. Effential oil — Syrup. 
^LIXGUsE CERFINJS folia 
M J,plenii 


Lin. 


Harts- 


Scdopendi ii 
°P|P e ’• the leaves. 

Il£ plant confifts of a number 


The powder of thefe feeds are em¬ 
ployed in emollient and maturating 
cataplafm's. The exprefled oil is 
fuppofed to be of a more healing 
and balfamic nature than other oils 
of this clafs, and therefore has been 
very generally employed in pulmo¬ 
nary complaints, alfo in colics and 
cojlivenefst 
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They have alfo been employed 
in Alia, and, in times of fcarcity, 
in Europe, as food, but are not 
agreeable, or "m general u hoiefome. 
Tragus relates, that thofe who fed 
on thefe feeds, in Zealand, had the 
hypochondres much dilhended, and 
the face and other parts l'welled, in 
a fhort time ; and that not a few 
died of thefe complaints. 

BlitD. VIRT. Emollient. 

Prep. Exprejfcd oil — Infufon — 
and Decottion. 

LOBELIAS radix : Lobelia [ft.] 
Lobelia Jiplilitica Lin. Blue Car¬ 
dinal- Flower. 

The whole plant has a milky 
juice, and fomfcthing of a rank 
lmell. It grows in mold places in 
Virginia, and bears the winters of 
our climate. 

The root of this plant confifts of 
white fibres, a line in thicknefs, and 
about two inches in length. .It 
refembles tobacco in tafte, which 
dwells on the tongue, and is apt to 
excite vomiting. It was long a fa¬ 
mous fecret among the North Ame¬ 
rican Indians for the cure of the 
venerealdifeafe. Tnefecret wa,spur- 
chafed by Sir William Johnfon, and 
has been made public in the writings 
of Bartram, Kalm, and others. 

A decodion is made of a hand¬ 
ful of the roots in three meafures of 
water. Half a meafure is taken in 
the morning falling, and repeated 
in the evening ; and the dofe is gra¬ 
dually increased till its purgative ef- 
, feels become too violent, when the 
medicine is a for a time to be inter¬ 
mitted', and then renewed till a 
perfect cure be efreefttd. One dofe 
daily is ft.)Ancient during the latter 
part of the treatment; and the re¬ 
gimen, during the whole procefs, is 
to be equally ftridt with that ob- 
ferved in a courfe of mercurial fali- 
vation. From the third day, the 
ulcers are to be well walked twice 
daily w ith the dtcotftion ; and it is 
laid that, when they are very deep 


and foul, the Indians fprinklethem 
with powder of the internal bark of 
the ceanotlius americanus , the New- 
Jerfey tea-tree. 

Notwithftanding the character 
this plant bears, it has never been 
confir td in Britain, nor >.ven in 
Virginia ; for in both countries re- 
courfe is almost univerfaliy had to 
mercury in tiie lurs. 

INI t d Yirt. Alterant and deter - 
gait. 

Prep. DccoFlion. 

L O PE Z1 /EM A Indie a Radix: e 
Janne Lop. z denominate!, Gaubii Ad- 
verfar. Cap. VI. The root of an 
unknown tree brought to us from 
Batavia. It is n et •> it! iu'pieces of 
different thicknefs and diameter. 
The woody part is whitifh, and very 
light; fofter, more fpoogy, and 
w hiter next the bark, including a 
denfer, fomevvhat reddifh medullary 
part. 

The bark is rough, wrinkled, 
brown, foft, and as it were woolly, 
pretty thick, covered with a thin 
paler cuticle. 

It has no remarkable fmell or 
tafte. On boiling in water, no 
odour is emitted ; and the drained 
liquor, which is of a yellow hue, is- 
alnioft infipid, only impreffing the 
tongue with a very light obfeure 
bitterifhnefs; and without vifeidity. 
Rectified fpirit is tinged by this 
root of a brown colour, but acquires 
no particular-tafte. 

It is regarded in the Eaft Indies 
as a medicine of extraordinary ef¬ 
ficacy in diarrhoeas ; and the learned 
Gaubius in his Adverfaria has pub- 
lifned an account of force experi¬ 
ments made with it, which in fome 
degree confirm its reputation. 

Med, Virt. Tonic. 

LUJUL M. folia: Oxalis Accto- 
fella Lin. Wood forrd; the leaves 

[A-A-]. r t 

This is a fmall plant, growing 
wild in woods. In tafte and medi¬ 
cal qualities it is iimilar to the 
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common forrel, but confiderably 
tnore grateful, and hence is prefer- 
red by the London college. Boiled 
milk,‘it forms an agreeable 
H’hey. anc j beaten with fugar, a 
^ er y elegant conferve, which has 
een f or f ome time in the {hops, 
(bee Acetosa.) 

. It is ufed to cool the month, 
ai >ces, and prim® viae, in bilious 
Emitting fevers, and alfo employed 
vv Uh. medicines of the tonic and 
an tifcorbutic clafs. 

.Med. Virt. Aflringent — An- 
u fcorbutic. 

Prep. Whey — Conferve. 

INI albi femen : Lin.' 
^ hite lupins; the feeds. 

Thefe have a leguminous tafte, 
a< ;Compariied with a difagreeable 
Itter one. They are faid to be 
ant helmintic, both internally taken, 
a °d applied externally. 

Med. Virt. Anthelmintic . 

^ ZJL XJ S : Htimidus Lupulus 
J ~ zn - Hops ; the loofe leafy heads 
0n the tops of the ftalks. 

Thefe form one of the mod agree- 
ie of the ftrong bitters, and have 
avvar m aromatic tafie, though rarely 
ployed for any medicinal pur- 
j. les > Their principal confump- 
l ° n is in malt liquors, which they 
|" e nderlefs glutinous and difpofe to 
Pats off 

more freely by urine, 
f. he Spaniards order one pound 
j hop-roots to be boiled in a gai- 
of water till it is reduced to fix 
vPts, ,half a pint of which they 
ri nk every morning in bed for the 
of the lues venerea. 

Ied. Vt rt. Stomachic — Diu- 
r eti c . 

p LYCOPERDON : Ty coper Jon 

Lin. Puff-bail, or dufty 

This fungus is found in dry-paf- 
' e grounds. It feems to be nearly 
the fame quality with the agaric 
o the oak, and has, like it, been 
P °) ec i I°r retraining external ha- 
0rrha &es and other fluxions. The 


fine duff, with which it becomes 
filled by age, has been applied alfo 
in the lame intentions. 

Med. Virt. Styptic. 

MACIS [ L . E.] Mace; one of 
the coverings of the nutmeg (See 
Nux mofehata). This fpice, con- 
fidered as the fubjeeff both of medi- . 
cine and of pharmacy, agrees near¬ 
ly with the nutmeg. ’The principal 
difference is, that mace is fome- 
what lefs aftringent, yields to the 
prefs a more fluid oil, and in diftil- 
Iatjon a more volatile one. What 
is called in the fliops expreffed oil 
of mace, is prepared not from this 
fpice, but from the nutmeg. 

Mf.d. Virt. Aromatic. 

MAJORANAL Herba: Origani 
Major ana; Lin. S. P. Sweet mar¬ 
joram ; the herb [A. E.~\ 

Marjoram is raifed annually in 
our gardens for culinary as well as 
medicinal ufes; the feeds are com¬ 
monly procured from the fouthera 
•parts of France, Xvhere the plant 
grows wild. It is a moderately 
warm aromatic, yielding its vir¬ 
tues both to aqueous and fpiritu- 
ous liquors by infufion, and to 
water in diftiilation. It is prin¬ 
cipally celebrated in diforders of the 
head and nerves , and in the humoural 
afthmas and catarrhs of old people. 
An effentiai oil of the herb is kept 
in the fliops. The powder of the 
leaves proves an agreeable errhine, 
and enters the officinal fternutatory 
powder. 

Med. Virt. Aromatic — Errhine . 

MALVZE folia , fores : Malvce 
fylveftris Lin. S. P. Mallow ; the 
leaves and flowers [Z>. £.] 

Thefe have a fomewhat mucila¬ 
ginous fweetifh tafte. The leaves 
are ranked the firft of the four 
emollient herbs : they were for¬ 
merly of fome effeem, in food, for 
loofening the belly; at prefent, de¬ 
ceptions of them are fometimes 
employed in dyfenteries i heat and 
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fiiarpnefs of urine , and in general 
for obtunding acrimonious humours. 

Med. Virt. Emollient. 

MALA. Apples. 

All the forts of apples have the 
common quality of cooling and a- 
bating thirft : the more acid kinds 
loofen the belly; the auftere have 
rather a contrary effeft. 

Med. Virt. Cooling and laxative. 

MANNA [L. £.] Ex Frax'mo 
Onto Lin. The juice of certain 
trees of the afh kind (growing in 
Italy and Sicily), either naturally 
concreted on the plants, or exfic- 
cated and purified by art. There 
are feveral forts of manna in the 
fiiops. The larget pieces, called 
f ake manna, are ufually preferred ; 
though the fmalier grains are equal¬ 
ly as good, provided they be white, 
or of a pale yellow colour, very 
light, of a fweet not unpleafant 
tafte, and free from any vifible 
impurities. Some people injudi- 
cioufiy prefer the fat honey-like 
manna to the foregoing : this has 
either been expofed to a moift air, 
dr damaged by fea or other water. 
This kind of manna is faid to be 
fometimes counterfeited by a com- 
pofition of fugar and honey, mixed 
with a little fcammony : there is 
alfo a factitious manna , which is 
white and dry, faid to be compofed 
of fugar, manna, and fome purga¬ 
tive ingredient, boiled to a proper 
confidence; this may be diftin- 
guiflied by its weight, foiidity, un- 
tfanfparent vvhitenefs, and by its 
fade, which is different from that 
of manna. 

Manna is a mild , agreeable lax- 
alive. , and may be given with fafe- 
fy to children and pregnant wo¬ 
men : neverthelefs, in fome parti¬ 
cular conftitulions, it afts very un¬ 
kindly, producing flatulencies and 
diftenfion of the vifcera ; thefe in- 
conveniencies.may be prevented by 
the addition of any grateful warm 
-aromatic. Manna operates fo weak- 
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ly, as not to produce the full effeft 
of a cathartic, unlefs taken in large' 
dofes ; and hence it is rarely given 
in this intention by itfelf. It may 
be commodioufly diflolved in the 
purging mineral waters, or joined 
to the cathartic falts, fena, rhu¬ 
barb, or the like. Geoffroy re¬ 
commends acuating it with a few 
grains of emetic tartar; the mixture 
is to be divided into feveral dofes, 
each containing one grain of the 
emetic tartar: by this management, 
he fays, bilious ferum will be plen¬ 
tifully evacuated, without any nau- 
fea, gripes, or other inconvenience. 
It is remarkable, that the efficacy of 
this drug is greatly promoted (if 
the account of Vallifnieri deferves 
credit) by a fubftance which is it¬ 
felf very flow of operation, cafia. 
(See Casia.) 

Med. Virt. Laxative. 

MARRUBII folia ; Marrubii air 
bi vulgaris Lin. S. P. White horer 
hound; the leaves [L. E .] 

Thefe have a very ftrong, not 
difagreeable fmell, 'and a roughifh 
very bitter tafte. Befides the vir¬ 
tues which they poffefs in common 
with other ftrong bitters, they are 
fuppofed to be peculiarly fervice- 
able in humoural afihmas and coughs , 
cachexy, hyfieri a, th z yellow jaundice 
proceeding from a vifcidity of the bih'i 
and other chronical difordcrs. They 
are doubtlefs an ufeful aperient and 
deobflruent, promote the fluid fecretions 
in general , and, liberally taken , loofen 
the belly. 

Itsdofe in powder, 7} ; expreftad 
juice a fpoonful or two; infufion, 
half an handful. 

Med. Virt. Tonic and diuretic. 

MART SYRIACI fola: Ten• 
crium Alarum Lin. Syrian herb ml' 
ftich ; the leaves [£,. £.] 

This is a fmall fhrubby plan^ 
growing fpontaneoufly in Syria, 
Candia, and other warm climates, 
and cultivated'with us in gardens. 
The leaves have an aromatic bitter- 
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th ta ^ e ’ when nibbed betwixt 
e fingers, a quick pungent fmell, 
^ c!l I°on affe&s the head, and 
w C ^ ll0ns feezing : diftiik d with 
n ier, ; frey yield a very acrid, pe- 
0n raCitl g eftential oil, refembling 
e °btained by the fame means 
Do ,ni fcurv y-grafs. Thefe qualities 
pj„ ,nt ° l) t the tifes to which this 
be applied; at pre- 
t L nt ’ H * s little otherwife employed 
* ,n te phalic fnuffs It is an in- 
th^ a ! ent * n the pulvis afari comp, of 
e >,^oodpn Pharmacopoeia. 

■X K 11 • Vr rt. Aromatic — Errhine. 
PASTICHE [L. £.] Pifiac/ua 
1 * t! J cu s Lin. S . P. Maftich ; a 


fin 


exuding from the lentifc tree 


(fee r 

qi . Xj Entiscus), and brought from 
* n friall, yellowifh tranfpa- 
ip ains or tears ? °I an agreeable 
0l A ’ efpecially when heated or fet 
ej • ,e * This refin is recommend- 
pf 0 ;- 1X coughs , dyfenterics, hcsmo - 
gen^ Zi ' ea ^ Kr f s 1 if th’e Jiomach , and, in 
tJ le * s a E debilities and laxity of 
q Uf , res - Geolfroy diredfs an a- 
f Qr decoftion of it to be ufed 
h'adt r^ C P Ur P°I es: b ut water ex- 
fi u . S or nothing from this re- 
elm-’ , re< ^fr e d fpirit almoft entirely 
Ver v VeS The frfrti° n taftes 
frou W h arm ancl pungent. It is now, 
- go, very rarely preferibed. 

Txrt. Corroborant. 
tri C(tr • ARIy£folia, fores : Ma- 

W'llj ! f Lav then H Lin. Common 
ieav» ea frorfew or feverfew; the 
flowers. 

bfter^ P^ ant is a celebrated anti- 
he j/ r ‘ Simon Paulli relates, that 
e *P e; Ienced moft happy ef- 
^ter'in * 0rTl ^ * n obJlruRions of the 
fe ert e r evacua tions. I have often 
c 0 ^- 0 a 3’ s n.e, from the ufe of a de- 
ftiil s 01 ma tricaria and chamo- 
hyfj; e • < ^ nverS with a little mugwort, 
ed th" C<a PIPi a ints inftantly reliev- 
ftilly „ e _ c ' c barge fucceed plenti- 
gic ftatp f 6 P at i en ^» from a lethar- 
®gai n as were into life 

* -Matricaria is likewife re¬ 


commended in many other difor- 
c’ers, as a warm ftimulating bitter : 
all tnat bitters and carminatives can 
do, fays Geoffroy, may be expefted. 
from this. It is undoubtedly a me¬ 
dicine cf fome ufe in thefe cafes, 
though not perhaps equal to cha¬ 
momile flowers alone, with which 
the matricaria agrees in fenfible 
qualities-, except-in being weaker. 

Me d. Vi rt. Aperient — Antifpaf 
rnodic. 

MECHOACANNsE radix: Con - 
nwlvuli Mechoacannce Lin. The 
root of an American convolvulus, 
brought chiefly from Mechoacan, a 
province of Mexico, in thin flice-s 
like jalap, but larger, and of a 
whitilh colour. It was firft intro¬ 
duced among us (about the year 
1524) as a purgative universally 
fafe, and capable of evacuating all 
morbific humours from the mofl 
remote parts of the body. As loan 
as jalap became known, Mechoacan. 
gradually loft its reputation, which 
it has never fince been able to re¬ 
trieve. It is neverthejefs by fome 
frill deemed an ufeful cathartic. It 
has very little fmell or tafte, and is 
not apt to offend the ftomach ; its 
operation is flow, but effectual and 
fafe. Geoffroy affirms, that there 
is fcarce any purgative accompanied 
with fewer inconveniencies. It 
feems to differ from jalap only in 
being weaker; the refins obtained 
from both have nearly the fame 
qualities, but jalap yields five or 
fix times as much as Mechoacan. 
Hence it is found neceffary to ex¬ 
hibit the latter in fix times the dofe 
of the former, to produce the fame 
effefts. 

Med. Virt. Cathartic. 

MEL [ L . £.] Honey.—Honey, 
is a vegetable juice, obtained from 
the honey-comb, either bv fepa- 
rating the combs, and laying them 
flat upon a fieve, through which 
the honey fpontaneoufly percolates ; 
or by including the comb in can* 

N'/ 


THE MATERIA MEDICA, 


Part It 


180 

vas bags, and forcing the honey- 
out by a prefs. The former fort is 
the purer; the latter is found to 
contain a good deal of the matter 
of which the comb is formed, and 
many other impurities. There is 
another fort ftili inferior to the two 
foregoing, obtained by heating the 
combs before they are put into the 
prefs. The beii fort is thick, of a 
whitUh colour, an agreeable fmell, 
and a very pleafant tafte : both the 
colour and flavour differ according 
to the plants from which the bees 
collect it: that of Narbonne in 
France, where rofemary abounds, 
is faid to have a very manifeft fla¬ 
vour of that plant, and to be imita- 
b!e by adding to other honey an 
infufion of rofemary flowers. Ho¬ 
ney, confidered as a medicine, is a 
verv ufeful detergent and aperient , 
powerfully dijfolving vjcidjuices, and 
promoting the expectoration of tough 
phlegm. Honey has been faid to 
have afforded great benefit to fome 
afthmatic people, but then it has 
been adminiftered in the quantity 
of fome ounces in the day ; hence 
it is advifed, where good effeffs are 
wiflied to be produced, to be ufed 
to a confiderable extent as an arti¬ 
cle of diet. In fome particular 
conftitutions it has an inconveni¬ 
ence of griping or proving purga¬ 
tive ; this is faid to be in fome mea- 
fnre prevented by previoufly boil¬ 
ing the honey. 

Med. Vikt. Aperient and deter¬ 
gent. 

MELILOT 1 folia, fores : Trifo- 
lii Melilot i officinalis Liu. Melilot; 
the leaves and flowers. 

This grows wild in hedges and 
among corn; and has likewile, for 
medicinal ufes, been cultivated in 
gardens. The green herb has no 
remarkable fmell ; when dry, a 
pretty llrong one: the tafte is 
roughifti, bitter, and, if long chew¬ 
ed, naufeous. A decoftion of this 
herb has been recommended in in¬ 
flammations of the abdomen ; and a 


decoftion of the flowers in the fluof 
alius. But modern praftice rarely 
employs it any otherwife than in 
emollient and carminative glyfters? 
and in fomentations, cataplafms, 
and the like ; and in thefe not often. 
It formerly gave name to one of the 
officinal plafters, which received 
from the melilot a green colour* 
but no virtue. 

Med. Virt. Emollient — Car¬ 
minative. 


M ELIS ST folia: Mcliffia offici¬ 
nalis Lin. Balm; the leaves [L. E.~\ 
This plant, when in perfection*; 
has a pleafant fmell, fomewhat of 
the lemon kind: and a weak rough- 
ilh aromatic tafte. The young 
flioots have the ftrongeft flavour? 
the flowers, the herb itfelf when 
old, or produced in very moiftrich 
foils or rainy feafons, are much 
weaker both in fmell and tafte. 
Balm is appropriated, by the writ¬ 
ers on the Materia Medica, to the 
head, fomach, and uterus', and in 
all diforders of thefe parts is fup- 
pofed to do extraordinary fervice. 
So high an opinion have fome of 
the ehemifts entertained of balm* 
that they have expected to find in 
it a medicine which fhould prolong 
life beyond the ufual period. The 
prefent practice, however, holds ft 
in no great efteem, and ranks ft 
(where it certainly deferves to be) 
among the weaker corroborants. If 
diftillation, it yields an elegant el- 
fen tial oil, but in exceeding final* 
quantity; the remaining decoctio 11 
taftes roughifli. Strong infufion 5 
of the herb, drunk as tea, and con¬ 
tinued for fome time, have done let- 
vice in u weak lax fate of the vifcera • 
thefe liquors, lightly acidulated w-im 
juice of lemons, turn of a fine red' 
difli colour, and prove an ufeffj 
and to many a very grateful firing 
in dry parching fevers. It is chief/ 
ufed in infufion as a diluent 111 
acute febrile affeflions, and, \vh crI 
acidulated with lemon-juice, tnak eS 
a very pleafant drink, 
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Med. Virt. Aromatic. 
MELONUMfemen:. Cucumis me- 


lo Lin. 
ftand 


Melons: the feeds. Thefe 


p r- among the four greater cold 
eds. They have been fometimes 
as ec *’ w ith the others of that clafs, 
* cooling and emollient; but are 
prefent little taken notice of. 

;• Virt. Refrigerant and cmol- 

hent. * 

b PIPERITIDIS her- - 

J 2 * Mentha piperita Lin. S. P. 

eppermint; the herb [L. jE.] This 
Pant grows wild in fome parts of 
^ inland, in moift watery places, 
5 18 niuch lefs common than the 
er forts. The leaves have a 
t j 1 ° re Penetrating fmell than any of 
tr e other mints, and a much warm- 
P lln g en f> glowing tafle likepep- 
t r ’ inking as it were into the 
fiertf- 1 ^* The principal ufe of this 
ip ls in flatulent colics, languors, 
oth ^ affections, retchings , and 
Co m dyfpsptic fymptoms, acting as a 
( )i Ia ‘> and often producing imme- 
tjr e _ r clief, from its flomachic, an- 
ti C g '^^otlic, and carminative quali- 
t a |^‘ ^ feems to aft as foon as 
t( le en ’ a od extend its efrefts through 
Jtic • °^ e fyfiem, inflantly commu- 
a g ,l0Win g warmth. Water 
of w h°i e °f the pungency 

Vaf . '*? fiorb by infufioo, and ele- 
in diflillation. 

p E t>- V irt. Aromatic — Cordial. 

Lft Difilled water — Spirit — 

e-J/cnce __ fo'.-i 1 


IVTDv ^'Ejfetitial oil. 

W Ent h^ sat: 
0r fp. 


X SATIVT folia: 

kce viridis Lin. S. P. Garden 
Tj Car mint; the leaves [L £.] 
r °UcpV eaves have a warm, 

and 6 ft 1 * fr’niewhat bitterifh tafte; 

">ati c f°"f; n “ " nple - ram ’ ar °' 

th 0 f e „ lnae “* Their virtues are 
mi nof ° a farm Jlomachic and car- 
continnli ! m J°f s °f appetite , naufe.ee, 
Bop-i a ,etc ' l! -ngs to vomit, and (as 

t“f,T e JT e S es !*) 


all 


ther/^ ffakneffes of the Jlomach, 


^'efficacy! 


fimples perhaps of 
In colicky pains, the 


gripes to which children arc fuhjedl, 
lien (cries, and other kinds of immode¬ 
rate, fluxes, this plant frequently 
does great fervice. It iikewife 
proves beneficial in many hyfteric 
cafes, and affords an ufeful cor¬ 
dial in languors and other wcahieffcs 
corfequent upon delivery. The 
fame virtues are in faft to be attri¬ 
buted to the mentka fativa, as to 
the piferitis, though perhaps its 
powers may be lefs efficacious. Dr. 
Cullen fays “ Rafts very power¬ 
fully on the parts to which it is ap¬ 
plied immediately, and therefore 
confiderably on the ftomach; in¬ 
vigorating all its funftions. It afts 
efpecially as an antlipafmodic, and 
therefore relieves pain and colic de¬ 
pending upon fpafm. It will alfo 
flop vomiting depending upon fuch 
a caufe ; but there are many cafes 
of vomiting in which it is of no 
fervice; and in thefe cafes, any 
wife depending upon inflammatory 
irritation in the llomach itfelf or 
in other parts of the body, it ag¬ 
gravates the difeafe, and increases 
the vomiting. As for ks pof- 
feffing the power of refolving co¬ 
agulated milk in the br.afls, or 
being an antaphrodifiac, he con- 
fiders it as poffefling no fuch pow¬ 
ers.” The beft preparations are 
a ftrong infufion made from thc t dry 
leaves in water (which is much fu- 
perior to one from the green herb), 
or rather a tinfture or extraft pre¬ 
pared with rectified fpirit, Thefe 
polfefs the whole virtues of the 
mint. The effential oil and cii'til¬ 
led water contain only the aromatic 
part; the expreffed juice only the 
aftringenev and bitterishnefs, toge- 
gether with the mucilaginous fub- 
ftance common to all vegetables. 

Med. Vir r. Aromatic — Cordial. 

Prep. A di filled H at er —— Spirit 
— Effential Oil —— Effence. 

MERCURIAL IS her ha: Mer- 
curialis annua Lin. Herb mercury. 

This (lands among the five emoD 
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pent herbs; and in this intention is 
fometimes made ufe of in glyfters. 

There is another fort of mercu- 
i'ialis growing in woods and hedges, 
which, though recommended by 
fome botanic writers, as having the 
fame virtues with the foregoing, 
and as more palatable, has been 
found poffefleci of noxious qualities. 
(See Raii Synopf. edit. 3. page 138. 
J’hil. Tran /. a hr. Low thorp, ii. 640 ) 
This may be difthiguifhed from the 
foregoing, by its being a perennial 
plant, larger, having its leaves 
rough, and the ftalk not at all 
branched, and is commonly called 
with us dog’s mercury. 

Med* "Virt. Emollient — Lax¬ 
ative. 

MEL ATHAMANTICI radix: 
JEthufa Mei Lin. Spignel; the 
root. 

Spignel is an umbelliferous plant, 
found wild in Italy, and the warm¬ 
er parts of Europe, and fometimes 
alfo in England. The roots have 
a pleafant aromatic fmell, and a 
warm, pungent, bitterifh tnfte: in 
virtue they are fimilar to the lev if i- 
cum , from which this root feems to 
differ only in being weaker, and 
fomewhat more agreeable. It is 
an ufeful aromatic and carminative , 
though at prefent little regarded. 

Med. Virt. Aromatic — Car¬ 
minative. 

MEZEREI radicis cortex : Daph¬ 
nes Mezerei Lin. Mezereon, or 
fpurge-olive; bark of the root [A. 2 ?.] 

This ilirub is a native of Eng¬ 
land, and found wild in the woods 
of fome counties. It is faid to grow 
plentifully in fome woods near An¬ 
dover in Hampfhire, and alfo about 
Laxfidd in Suffolk ; but it is gene¬ 
rally cultivated in gardens, on ac¬ 
count of the beauty and early ap¬ 
pearance of it? dower, which is of a 
purple colour, fometimes pale red 
and white, blowing in February 
and March, fometimes earlier, and 
has the fmell of an hyacinth. This 
plant is extremely acrid, efpecially 


when frefli; and, if retained in th» 
mouth, excites great and long-con¬ 
tinued heat and inflammation, pat" 
ticularlv of the throat and fauces. 
In France the bark is recommend¬ 
ed as an application to the fkin, 
which under certain management 
produces a continued ferous dii- 
charge, without buffering, and is 
thus rendered ufeful in many chro¬ 
nic difeafes of a loral nature. 

The bark of the root is the part 
chiefly in ufe, two drams of which 
with half an ounce ot bruifed h' 
quorice are boiled in three pints of 
water till reduced to two ; of this 
from four to eight ounces are taken 
four times a day. This has been 
found very efficacious for refolding 
venereal nodes and the thickening °J 
the membrane covering the perioJh'U& 
from other caufes. It is faid alfo 
to cure other remains of the venerea* 
difeaf , which mercury in larg e 
quantities had failed to do. Iff* 
Cullen found a cafe of ulceration* 
in many different parts of the body* 
where mercury had failed, entirely 
cured by the ufe of mezereon de- 
coftion for two or three weeks* 
Dr. Home has not only found tin 3 
deco&ion cure feirrhous tumours t' £ ' 
maining after the venereal difeafe , an c 
after the ufe of mercury, but that 
its healed fome feirrhous tumours f o!,t 
other caufes: and Cullen has fre¬ 
quently employed it in feveral cU " 
taneous eruptions , and fometim e * 
with fuccefs. The confid ef ' 
able and long-continued irritati ofl 
produced in the throat when m e ' 
zereon is chewed, induced D r * 
Withering to order a patient troll' 
bled •with a difficulty of fjoalloitf^fj. 
fecmingly occa/ioned by a paralytic T 
fedlion , to chew a thin dice of tj 3 ® 
root as often as fhe could bear ff> 
by which in about a month flie re ' 
covered her power of fwallowing’ 
though the complaint had been 0 
three years’ Handing. 

Med, Virt. Stimulant and £u 
thartic, M 
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MILII femen : Panici miliacei 
^ ln - Millet; the feed. 

i hefe feeds are frequently em- 
pl°yed in food, but hardly ever as 
P^dicines : they are fufficiently nu- 
1 ^ 0Us j and not difficult of di- 
geftion. 

MlLLEFOLII folia : Achillea 
ilii Lin. Milfoil, or yarrow ; 
*»e ka ves ] 

P dhis grows plentifully about the 
lc *es of fields, and on dry com¬ 
mas, flowering during the greateft 
Part of the fummer. The leaves 
f ave a rough bitterifh tafte, and a 
aint aromatic fmell. Their vir- 
Ues are thofe of a very mild afirin- 
& cnt , and as fuch they ftand recom¬ 
mended in haemorrhages both internal. 

external, diarrhoeas, debility and 
f Xzt y of the fibres ; and in fpafmodic 
yfierical affeflions. In thefe cafes, 
Orne of the Germans have a very 
j gh opinion of this herb, particu- 
arl y Stahl, who efieemed.it a very 
A e final afiringent , and, in his lan- 
S Ua ge, one of the moll certain to- 
* !cs and fcdatives. Its virtues are 
drafted in great perfection by 
spirit; water takes up its 
rmgency and bitternefs, but lit- 
e °f its aromatic flavour; tinc- 
1 res made in rectified fpirit contain 
though rather weaker than 


thof c 


though 
m proof-lpirit. 


fid 


^he flowers of milfoil are con- 
e rably ftronger in aromatic fla- 
j.-° Ur than the leaves; in diftilfe- 
? n ’ they yield a fmall quantity 
e fiential oil, of an elegant blue 

colour. 

roo * s > taken up in the 
P r mg, have an agreeable warm, 
Pungent tafte. Dr. Gfew fays 
. 'efemble ccntraycrva, and ima- 
f nes they might in fome meafure 
j s PPv its place. This, however, 
is to he doubted, fince there 

tw' UC ^ a remai 'kable difference be- 
tvvo > th a tj whilft one re- 
‘ ‘tf its tafte for a length of time 


after it has been brought to us 
from America, the tafte of the other 
is in great meafure loft by drying. 

Med. Virt. Mildly afiringent 
and aromatic. 

MILLEPEDE [L. E.] Onifcus 
Afellus L. S. N. Woodlice, hoglice, 
flaters. 

Thefe infeCfs are found in cel¬ 
lars, under ftones, and in cold 
moift places : in the warmer coun¬ 
tries they are rarely met with. ' 
Millepedes have a faint difagre'eable 
fmell, and a fomewhat pungent, 
fweetifh, naufeous tafte. They 
have been highly celebrated in 
fuppreffions of urine , in all kinds of 
obfiruclions of the bowels , in the jaun¬ 
dice , weaknefs of fight , and a variety 
of other diforders. Whether they 
have any juft title to thefe virtues, 
is greatly to be doubted: thus much 
is certain, that their real effeCts 
come far fliort of the character 
ufually given of them. They have 
been fwallowed in large numbers, 
an hundred twice a day, without 
producing any effeCt on the urinary 
pafiages, or doing any fervice to 
the complaint for which they were 
adminiftered; they therefore are not 
now much depended on. 

Med. Virt. Diuretic — Deob- 
Jlruent. 

Prep. Dried and powdered — 
Wine. 

MORI fru flus : Mori nigra. The 
mulberry tree; its fruit [£.] 

This tree is a native of Italy, 
but now cultivated in moft parts of 
Europe, not only for the grateful 
fruit it affords, but for the purpofe 
of fupplying fi Ik-worms with the 
leaves, upon which they feed. Its 
fruit is rather eaten for pleafure than 
ufed as a medicine ; it has the com- 
jrion qualities of the other fweet 
fruits, abating heat, quenching thirfi, 
and promoting the groffer fccretions. 
The bark of the roots has an acrid, 
bitter tafte, and poftefles a cathartic 
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power. It has been fuccefsfully 
ufed as a vermifuge, particularly in 
cafes of taenia. Dofe, half a dram 
of the powder. 

Med. Virt. Frtjit — Refrige¬ 
rant — Baric of thf. Root — An - 
thelmintic — Cathartic „ 

Prep. Syrup. 

■ MOSCHUS [j L. E :j Mofchus 
mofchifcrus Lin. S. JV. Mulk. 

Mull; is a grmnous fubdance 
like clotted blood, found in a lit¬ 
tle bag fituated near the umbilical 
region of a particular kind qf ani¬ 
mal met with in China, Tartary, 
and the Eaft-Indies: the bed mulk 
is brought from Tonquin, an in¬ 
ferior fort from Agria and Bengal, 
and a dill worfe from Ruffia. 

Fine mulk conies to us ih round 
thin bladders, which are generally 
about the fize of a pigeon’s egg, 
.covered with diort brown hairs, 
well filled, and without any ap¬ 
pearance of having been opened. 
The mufk itfelf is dry, with a kind 
of undhioflty, of a dark reddilh 
brown or rufty blackilh colour, 
in finall round grains, with very 
few hard black clots, and perfectly 
free from any fandy or other vifible 
foreign matter. If chewed, and 
rubbed with a knife on paper, it 
looks fmooth, bright, yello'wifh, 
and free from grittinefs. Laid on 
a red-hot iron, it catches flame, 
and burns almofl entirely away, 
leaving only ah exceeding fmall 
quantity of light greyilh adies. If 
any earthy fubdances have been 
mixed with the mu Ik, the quantity 
of the refiduum will readily difcover 
them. x 

Mu Ik has a bitterifli fubacrid 
lade; a fragrant fine 1,1, agreeable at 
a didance, but when finelt near, 
fo ftrong as to be difagreeable, un¬ 
it fs vveakened by the admixture of 
other fubdances. If a fmall quan¬ 
tity be infufed in fpirit of wine 
in the cold for a few days, it im¬ 
parts a deep, but not red tin&ure : 


this, though it difcovers no great 
fmell of the mulk, is neverthelefs 
drongly impregnated with its vir¬ 
tues ; a Angle drop of it communi¬ 
cates to a whole quart of wine a 
rich mufky flavour. The degree of 
flavour which a tindhire drawn from 
a known quantity of mulk com¬ 
municates to vinous liquors, is per¬ 
haps one of the bed criteria for 
judging of the goodnefs of this 
commodity. Neumann informs us, 
that fpirit of wine diflolves ten 
parts out of thirty of mulk, and 
that water takes up twelve ; that 
water elevates its fmell in didilla- 
tion, whild pure fpirit brings over 
nothing. 

Mulk is a medicine of great 
edeem in the eadern countries : 
among us, it has been for fome 
time pretty much out of ufe, even 
as a perfume, on a fuppofition of 
its occafioning vapours, Sec. in 
weak females, and perfons of a fe- 
dentary life. It appears, however, 
from late experience, to be, when 
properly managed, a remedy of 
great fervice even againd thofe dif- 
orders which it has been fuppofed 
to produce. Dr. Wall has com¬ 
municated (in the Piiilofophical 
Tranfadtions, N° 474) an account 
of fome extraordinary effects of 
mulk in convulfve and other dj'safes , 
which have too often baffled the 
force of medicine. The dodtor 
otiferves, that the fmell of per¬ 
fumes is often of diiTervice, where 
the fubdance taken inwardly, and 
in conliderable quantity, produces 
the happied effedts : that two per¬ 
fons labouring under a fubfultus 
tendinum , extreme anxiety , and want 
of Jleep, from the bite of a mad dog > 
by taking two dofes of mulk, each 
of winch was fixteen grains, were 
qierfedtly relieved from their com¬ 
plaints. He likewife obferves, that 
convulfve hiccups , attended with 
the word fymptoms, were removed 

by a dofe or two, of tea grains; 
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a nd that in fome cafes, where this 
Medicine could not, on account of 
Strong convulfions, be adminiftered 
to the patient by the mouth, it 
proved of fervice when injeded as 
a glyfter. He likewife adds, that, 
tjiider the quantity of fix grains, 
he never found much effed from 
h; but that, taken to ten grains 
St *d upwards, it never fails to pro¬ 
duce a mild diaphorefis, without 
all heating or giving any uneafi- 
ne fs; that, on the contrary, it eafes 
P a in, raifes the fpirits , and, after 
the fweat breaks out, the patient 
ufualiy falls into a refreshing lleep ; 
that he never met with any hyfteri- 
Ca f perfon, how averfe foever to 
P e ffumes, but could take it, in the 
of a bolus, without inconve- 
n 'crsce. To this paper is annexed 
an account of fome further extra¬ 
ordinary effeds of mufk, obferved 
.V another gentleman. Repeated 
ex perience has fince confirmed its 
e fficacy in thefe diforders. I have 
^yfelf frequently given it with re¬ 
markable fuccefs; and fometimes 
ln creafed the dofe as far as twenty 
S ! auis, every four hours, with two 
? r three fpoonfuls of the mufK ju- 
between. Betides what Dr. 
v all l ias faid in favour of mufk, we 
h ? *!l add Dr. Cullen’s opinion, 
^ho maintains that mufk is one of 
c moil powerful antifpafnodics w i'ch 
’h 1 eli we are acquainted. It is 
m°ff qffedual when given in fub- 
j arice , and mild be adminiftered in 
ar ge dofes from ten to thirty grains; 

even when thefe large dofes 
a * e found to b,e effedual, they mu ft 
{( e repeated at fhort intervals, till 
difcafe is entirely fubdued. 
,' s to he judged of by the 
re ngth of its odour, and, in pro¬ 
portion to this only, to be an effec- 
Ua remedy. Dr. Cullen once 
procured immediate reiief to a pa- 
labouring under fevers hcad- 
„V ( ! n< J a ehrium from the gout, by 
" ' miniftering fifteen grains of ge¬ 


nuine mufk at a dofe. He alfo re¬ 
lieved a gentleman afflided with a 
fpafm of the pharynx , preventing de¬ 
glutition, and aimoji refpiration , by 
mufk, when other remedies had 
failed ; and as the difeafe continued 
to recur at times for fome years 
after, it was only obviated or re¬ 
lieved by the ufe of mufk. It has 
given relief infeveral circumftances 
of the gout , when retrocedent , affect¬ 
ing the jiomach , lungs , and particu¬ 
larly the head , when adminiftered 
in large dofes, or at leaft by repeat¬ 
ing them after ftiort intervals. In 
fine, mufk feems to be adapted to 
all cafes of eonvulfive dforders which . 
are to be cured by opiates. In te¬ 
tanus it is combined with opium, in 
the rabies canina with mercu y. 

MfiD. Vi it t. Antifpafmodic — dia¬ 
phoretic. 

Prep. Mixture , or Julep. 

MTR GBALANI. ‘Myrobalans, 
dried fruits brought from the Eaft- 
Indies; their outward part, freed 
from the ftone. 

Five kinds of myrobalans were 
formerly directed as ofiicinals, but 
are not ufed in the prefent pradice. 

All the myrobalans have a low 
degree of purgative virtue. Thev 
have alfo an afrringent quality, ciif- 
coverabie by the tafte, from their 
ufe among the Indians for tanning 
leather, and from their finking a 
black colour with chalybeate dilu¬ 
tions. In consequence of this, thev 
are fuppofed to Jlrengthen the bowels 
after their operation as a cathartic is 
over. Nevertheless their purgative 
virtue is fo inconfiderabJe, that 
praditioners have for a long time 
laid them entirely afide in that in¬ 
tention ; and the college of Edin¬ 
burgh, as well as that of London, 
has now rejeded them from the ca¬ 
talogue of officinal fimples. 

Med. Virt. Purgative . 

MYRRH A [I. E.] Myrrh. 

Myrrh is a concrete gummy re- 
finous juice brought from the Faff- 
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Indies, in fmall lumps or drops, of 
various colours and magnitudes. 
The beft fort is of a brown orreddi 111 
yellow colour, fomewhat tranfpa- 
rent; of a lightly pungent, bitter 
tafte, with an aromatic flavour, 
though not fufficient to prevent 
its proving naufeous to the palate ; 
and a ftrong not difagreeable fmell. 
The medical eifefts of this aro¬ 
matic bitter are, to warm and 
Strengthen the vifcera , and dijfolve 
thick, tenacious juices ; it frequently 
occafions a mild diaphorefis, and 
promotes the fluid fecretions in 
general, 

Hence it proves ferviceable in 
languid cafes, dfeafes arifing from 
0 fmpie inactivity, thofe female dif- 
arders which proceed from a cold , mu¬ 
cous, fug gift difpoftion of the hu¬ 
mours, J'uppreffons of the uterine dif- 
charges , cacheClic dforders, and where 
the lungs and thorax are opprefed by 
vifcid phlegm . Myrrh is like wife 
fuppofed in a peculiar manner to 
rejif putrefaHion in all parts of the 
body ; and in this light Hands re¬ 
commended in malignant, putrid, 
and fejlilentialfevers, and in the 
fmall-pox, in which laft it is faid to 
accelerate the eruption. 

Given in moderate dofes, it pro¬ 
motes appetite and digeflion, for it 
manifeftly {Emulates the ftomach ; 
but taken in larger quantity, as half 
a dram or two fcruples, it raifes a 
difagreeable heat in the ftomach ; 
and at the fame time occafions 
a frequency of the pulfe, and a 
fenfe of heat over the whole body. 
When therefore adminiftered in 
confumptions, in fome of which 
cafes it has been ftrongly recom¬ 
mended, it fhould be given in, mo¬ 
derate dofes only. It has been 
j'pecicufly propofed, that myrrh in 
fubftance fhould be given to be 
chewed in the mouth, and no part 
of it fwaliowed but what is dif- 
folved in the jaliva. 

Reftified fpirit extra&s the fine 
aromatic flavour and bitternels of 


this drug, and does not elevate 
any thing of either in evaporation. 
The gummy fubftfnce left by this 
menftruum has a difagreeable tafte, 
with fcarce any thing of the pecu- 
liar flavour of the myrrh : this part 
difiblves in water, except fome im¬ 
purities which remain. In diftilia- 
tion with water, a confiderable 
quantity of a ponderous eflential 
oil arifes, refembling in flavour the 
original drug, 

Med. Virt. Antifpafmodic and 
corroborant. 

Prep. TinCiurs. 

NARDUS INDICA: Andropo- 
gon N'ardus Lin. Indian nard, or 
fpikenard, brought from the Jhiaft- 
Indies. 

This is a congeries of fmall fibre? 
ifluing from one head, and matted 
clofe together, fo as to form a 
bunch about the fize of the finger, 
with fome fmall firings at the oppo- 
fite end of the head. The matted 
fibres (which are the part chofen 
for medicinal purpofes) are fup¬ 
pofed by fome to be the head or 
fpike of the plant, by others the 
root: they feem rather to be the 
remains of the withered ftalks, or 
the ribs of the leaves. Sometimes 
entire leaves and pieces of ftalks 
are found among them. We like- 
wife now and then meet with a 
number of thefe bunches ifluing 
from one root. 

Spikenard has a warm, pungent, 
bitteriih tafte; and a ftrong, not 
very agreeable fmell. It is fo- 
machic and carminative ; and laid 
to be alexipharmac , diuretic, and 
emmena^ogue. 

NASTURTII AQUATIC! her- 
ha; Sifymlrii Nafurtii Lin. S. P- 
Water-crefles : thefrefli herb[£.£•] 

This plant grows wild in rivu¬ 
lets, and the clearer Handing wa¬ 
ters; its leaves remain green all 
the year, but are in greateft p£’ r " 
feclion in the fpring. They hav? 
a quick pungent fmell (when rub* 
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^ e d betwixt the fingers) and an 
a crid tatfe, fimilar to that of cochle- 
ari a> but weaker. As to their 
Vj rtues, they are among the mild- 
er aperient antijcorbutics. Hoffman 
has a mighty opinion of this plant, 
and recommends it as of Angular 
^'rficacy for accelerating the circu¬ 
lation, Jlrengthcning the vifcera , open- 
ln g obfruPlions of the glands , pro¬ 
moting the fluidJeeref ions , and purify- 
2n S the hiood and humours : for thefe 
phrpofes, the exprefled juice, which 
contains the peculiar tafte and pun¬ 
gency of the herb, may.be taken 
in dofes of an ounce or two, and 
Continued fora coniiderable time .'4 
The water-crefles are frequently 
e ateri as fallad, and taken in this 
*ay daily for a confiderable time, 
‘Under the idea of being a good cor- 
T^tor of the blood and humours. 

he nafiurtium hortevfe , or garden* 
crefTes, poffefs the fame virtues, but 
a much weaker degree. 

Med. Virt. Aperient — Anti- 
Scorbutic. 

_ NEPETAE folia : Nepctce Cata- 
ricS Lin, Nep, or cat-mint; the 
leaves. 

This plant is commonly culti- 
v yted in our gardens, and is fome- 
^Unes alfo found growing wild in 
hedges and on dry banks. It is a 
umderately aromatic plant, of a 
strong frrJell, refembling a mixture 
°. mint and pennyroyal; of the 
v mtues of which it likewife parti¬ 
cipates. 

Med. Virt. Aromatic — Cordial, 

NEPFfRI T [ CUM LIGNUM: 
^Alandina Morin?a Lin. Nephritic 
^ood. 

This is an American wood, 
r °ught to us in large, compact, 
ponderous pieces, without knots, 
0i a whitifh or pale yellow colour 
0,1 *h e outfide, and dark-coloured 
°. r 1 eddifli within : the bark is ufu- 
* y re je6ted. This wood imparts 
? ^ ,ater or rectified fpirit a deep 
incture, appearing, when placed 


betwixt the eye and the light, of a 
golden colour, in other lunations 
blue. Pieces of another wood are 
fometimes mixed with it, which, 
give only a yello'w colour to water. 
The nephritic wood has fcarce any 
fmell, and very little tafle. It Hands 
recommended in difficulty of urine , 
nephritic complaints , and all diforders 
of the kidneys and urinary paffa^es; 
and is faid to have this peculiar ad¬ 
vantage, that it does not, like the 
warmer diuretics, heat or offend 
the parts. Practitioners however 
have not found thefe virtues' war¬ 
ranted by experience. 

Mud. Virt. Diuretic. 

NICOTIANS folia : Nicotiana 
Tabaci Lin. S. P. Tobacco; the 
leaves [L. £.] 

This plant was firff brought into 
Europe, about the year 1560, from 
the iiland of Tobago in America; 
and is now cultivated for medicinal 
life, in our gardens. The leaves are 
about two feet long, of a 1 pale 
green colour whillt frefli, and, when 
carefully dried, of a lively yellow- 
ifn. They have a ftrong, difagree- 
able fmell, like that of the narcotic 
plants; and a very acrid burning 
tafte. Taken internally, they prove 
virulently cathartic and emetic , occa- 
fioning almoft intolerable cardial- 
gic anxieties. By boiling in water, 
their virulence is abated, and at 
length destroyed: an extra# made 
by , long coition is recommended 
by Stahl and other German phyfi- 
cians, as a fafe and moft ef'edual 
aperient, expediorant, detergent , See, 
but tnis medicine, which is ex¬ 
tremely precarious and uncertain 
in ftrength, has never come into 
efteem among us. Tobacco is 
fometimes ufed externally in un¬ 
guents, for defraying cutaneous in- 
fedis, cleanfevg old ulcers , &c. Beaten 
into a math with vinegar or brandy, 
it has fometimes proved ferviceabie 
for removing hard tumours of the hyp^o- 
chondres . An account is given in the 
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Edinburgh EfTays of two cafes of 
this kind cured by it. 

There is another fort of tobacco 
found wild on dunghills, in feveral 
parts of England. This is called 
by C. Bauhine nicotidna minor , by 
Gerard hyofyamus luteus. Nicotiana 
rujlica Lin. It feems to agree in 
quality with the hyofcyamus for¬ 
merly mentioned, though (as Dale 
informs us) often fubflituted in our 
markets for the true tobacco; 
from whifch it may be diflinguifhed 
by the leaves being much l'mailer, 
and the flowers not reddifh as thofe 
of the officinal fort, but of a yel- 
lowifh green colour. 

Of late, however, the.Nicotiana 
Tabaci, befides the virtues attri- 
buted to it above, has been found 
to be an ufeful and powerful diu¬ 
retic, given in the form of watery 
infufion and tinAure, which are 
made in the following manner: 
infufe one ounce of dried Virginia 
tobacco leaves in one pint of proof 
fpirit, or water; let it Hand for 
four days; from thirty to fixty drops 
or more, to be increafed by five, 
eight, or ten drops, to a fuitable 
dofe, to be taken two hours before 
dinner, and at bed-time, in a little 
cinnamon or any other kind of 
aromatic water, or in common wa¬ 
ter; the dofe one fourth lefs at 
noon than in the morning. In de¬ 
licate habits it fbould be cautioufly 
adminiftered. From the ule of this, 
many cafes of dropfy and dyfury 
have been relieved, and feme effec¬ 
tually cured. In fume and infufion, 
by way of glyfter, it has been ufed 
with effect, againft coftivenefs, in 
incarcerated hernia , iliac pajjion , and 
worms, particularly the afcaricles. 

Med. Virt. Violently emetic — 
Cathartic —and Narcotic. 

Prep. Infufion —. Tinflure — Ex~ 
trail — Fume — Glyjler. 

N 1 GELLFE femen: Nfell re fa- 
tivee Lin. Fennelflower; the feeds. 

This plant is fown annually in 


fome of our gardens;, the feeds 
mop efieemed are brought from 
Italy. They have a Prong, not; 
unpleafant fmell; and a fubacrid, 
fomewhat un&uous, difagreeable 
tape. They (land recommended 
as aperient , diuretic , &c. but have 
long been Prangers to pra&ice, and 
are by fome fufpected to have nox¬ 
ious qualities. 

Med. Virt. Aperient. and Diu¬ 
retic. 

NITRUM: Kali nitratum [A. A. j 
Nitre, or faitpetre; a fait, extraft- 
ed, in Perfia and the EaP Indies, 
from certain earths that lie on the 
Pdes of hills ; and artificially pro¬ 
duced in fome parts of Europe^ 
from animal and vegetable matters 
rotted together (with the addition 
of lime and allies) and expofed for 
a length of time -to the air, without 
the accefs of which, nitre is never 
generated. The fait extracted from 
the earths, Sec. by means of water, 
is purified by colature and cryftal- 
lizatiom 

Pure nitre diffolves in about fix' 
times its weight of water, and 
concretes again into colourlefs 
tranfparent cryPals; their figure 
is that of an hexagonal prifm, 
terminated by a pyramid of an 
equal.number of fides. It readily 
melts in the fire ; and, in contaft 
with fuel, deflagrates with a bright 
flame and confiderable noife; after 
the detonation is over, a large 
quantity of alkaline (alt is found 
remaining. The tafte of nitre is 
fliarp, penetrating, and bitterifli, 
accompanied with a fenDtion of 
cold nefs. 

Nitre is a medicine of celebrated 
ufe in many diforders. Befides 
the aperient quality of neutral falts 
in general, it has a manifeflly cool¬ 
ing one , by which it quenches thirft 
and abates febrile heats and commo¬ 
tions cf the blood. It has one great 
advantage above the refrigerating 
medicines of the acid kind, that it 
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does not coagulate the animal 
juices ; blood, which is coagulated 
by all the mineral acids, and milk, 
by acids of every kind, are by 
ytre rendered more dilute, and pre¬ 
served from coagulation. It never- 
shelefs fome what thickens the thin, 
Je. ous , acrimonious humours, and oc- 
c afions an uniform mixture of them 
Wi th fuch as are more thick and 
v ifcid ; by thefe means preventing 
the ill 

confequences which would 
^therwife enfue from the former, 
though it has not, as Junckner 
suppofes, any property of really 
°btunding acrimony. This medi- 
cnie for the moli ^rsxr. promotes urine; 
J 0f netimes gently loofens the belly ; but 
cold phlegmatic habits, very 
Rarely has this effedf, though given 
111 large dofes : alvine fluxes, pro - 
deeding from too great acrimony ofl the 
tie or inflammation of the intefiines, 
fupprefied by it f 'in choleric and 
J'flrile diforders, it generally excites 
J’dieat ; but in malignant cafes, 
jyhere the pulfe is low, and the 
length loft, it retards this falutary 
ev acuation and the eruption of the 
Exanthemata. 

•b**'. Stahl has written an exprefs 
r catife upon the medical virtues 
nitre, in which he informs us, 
J ‘"oin his own experience, that this 
. b added to gargarifms employed in 
’ffl-arntnations of the fauces in <?.cute 
fleers, thickens the Jalival moiflure 
t-pon tj ie p a l afe and fauces into the con - 
•If ence of a mucus , which keeps them 
^°ift for a confiderabie time t 
c ue ‘ re as, if nitre be not added, a 
uuden drynefs of the mouth im- 
c - CQ i 3 tely enfues ; that in nephritic 
Co flplaints, the prudent vfe of nitre is 
J more fervice than any of the nume- 
f °fl S tne flicines rtfually recommended in 
iat difeafe; that nitre gives great 
Srg Jfl fappreflion and heat of urine, 
v etler fnnple or occafioned by a 
^enereal taint; that it is of great 
ti vj ce in acute and inflammatory 

‘ n -‘ of the head, eyes, ears , teeth, 


Sec. in all eryfpelatous ajfeftions , 
whether particular or univerfal, 
and likewife in chronic deliria ; that 
in diarrhcece happening in petechial 
fevers, nitre mixed with abforbents 
and diaphoretics had the beft ef¬ 
fects, always putting a flop to the 
flux, or rendering the evacuation 
falutary ; that in diarrhoea happening 
in the fmall-pox, it had been em¬ 
ployed with the like fuccefs, two 
dofes, or three at moft (confiding 
of two, three, or four grains each, 
according to the age, &c. of the 
patient) given at the interval of 
two or three hours, putting a flop 
to the flux, after the bezoardic 
pow'ders, both with and without 
opium, had been given without fuc¬ 
cefs. The fame author recom¬ 
mends this fait likewife as a medi¬ 
cine of fingular fervice in choleras 
attended zvitb great anxieties and heat 
of the blood ; in the flatulentfpafmodic 
heart-hums familiar to hypochon¬ 
driacal people.; and the lofls cf appe¬ 
tite, naufea, vomiting, &c. which 
gouty perfons are fometimes feized ivi/fc 
•when the pains of the feet, &c. fudden- 
ly remit. In cafes of this laft kind, 
the ufe of nitre finely requires great 
caution, although the author allures 
us, that no bad confequences are 
to be feared from it. Neverthelefs 
he obferves, that in phthifis and 
ulcerous affedfions, it has been 
found to be of no fervice; and 
that therefore its ufe may be fuper- 
feded in thefe complaints. Indeed 
in diforders of the lungs in general, 
it is commonly reckoned to be ra¬ 
ther hurtful than beneficial. 

By fome, nitre is much recom¬ 
mended in haemopty fis, or other 
adtive haemorrhages, not from any 
aftringent power it may poflefs, 
but from its dimlniiTmig the adfi- 
vity of the fanguiferous fvftern. 
With gouty ftomachs it is apt to 
difagree, and, when given in large 
■dofes, to occafion fpafmodic affec¬ 
tions of that organ, and to debiii. 
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rate anc{ deprefs hypochondriac and 
nervous habits. 

It is given from five to thirty 
grains, with equal quantities of 
in gar, or gum arable well pow¬ 
dered, and diflolved in barley water 
or thin gruel, and adminiftered 
repeatedly as a refrigerant, in acute 
fevers, and other inflammatory dif- 
orders; though it may be given 
with great fafety, and generally to 
better advantage, in large quanti¬ 
ties; the only inconvenience is its 
being apt to lit uneafy on the fto- 
inach. Some have affirmed, that 
this fait lofes half its weight by 
fufion, and consequently that one 
part of melted nitre is equivalent to 
two of the crvftals; but it did not 
appear, upon feveral careful trials, 
to lofe fo much as one twentieth of 
its weight. 

Med. V 1 R t . Diuretic — Diapho- 
reti c—R efrigerant. 

Prep. An acid Spirit — Decoc¬ 
tion — Troches. 

NUX MOSCHATA [L. E.] 
Myrijlica officinalis Lin. The ker¬ 
nel, called nutmeg , of the fruit ; 
the ejfential oil; its expreffed oil , 
commonly called oil of mace. Ma- 
cis, Mace. 

Nutmegs are the kernels of a 
roundiffi nut which grows in the 
Eaft Indies. The omfide covering 
of this fruit is foft and fleffiy, like 
that of a walnut, and fpontaneoufly 
opens when the nut grows ripe ; 
immediately under this lies the mace 
(SeeM-Acis) which forms a kind of 
reticular covering; through the fif- 
iures whereof appears a hard woody 
fhell that includes the nutmeg. 
Thefe kernels have long been made 
ufe of both for medicinal and culi¬ 
nary purpofes, and defervtdly look¬ 
ed upon as a warm agreeable aro¬ 
matic. They are fuppofed likewife 
to have an a ft nngent virtue ; and are 
emplov ed in that intention in d.ar- 
r hoe re and dyftnieries. Their aftrin- 
gency is laid to be increafed by 


torrefadion, but this does not ap¬ 
pear to the tafte: this treatment 
certainly deprives the fpice of fome 
of its finer oil, and therefore ren¬ 
ders it lefs efficacious to any good 
purpofe; and, if we mav reafon 
from analogy, probably abates its 
aftringency. Nutmegs are fup¬ 
pofed to be aromatic , f omachic , 
uftringent , and anodyne; but they 
fliould not be ufed in large quanti¬ 
ties; as they are apt to affed the 
head, and exercife fo great an hyp¬ 
notic power as to prove extremely 
dangerous, according to the ac¬ 
counts given by Bontius and 
Ctjclen : therefore in apopledic 
and paralytic cafes, this fpice may 
be very improper. 

Nutmegs diftilled with water af¬ 
ford a large quantity of 'tflential 
oil, refembling in flavour the fpice 
itfelf; after the diftiliation, an in- 
lipid febaceous matter is found 
fwimming on the water; the de- 
codion, infpiffated, gives an ex- 
trad of an unduous, very lightly 
bitterifh tafie, and with little or no 
aftringency. Eedilied fpirit ex¬ 
tracts the whole virtue of nutmegs 
by infufion, and elevates very little 
of it in diftiliation : hence the fpi- 
rituous extrad poflhffes the flavour 
of the fpice in an eminent degree. 

Nutmegs yield to the prefs 
(heated) a confiderable quantity 
of limpid yellow oil, which in 
cooling concretes into a febaceous 
confiftence. In the fhops we meet 
with three forts of unduous fub- 
ftances, called oil of mace, though 
really expreffed from the nutmeg. 
The beft is brought from the Eaft 
Indies, in ftone jars ; this is of a 
thick confiftence, of the colour of 
mace, and an agreeable fragrant 
fmell; the fccondfort , which is paler 
coloured and.much inferior in qua¬ 
lity, comes from Holland in folic* 
maffes, generally flat, and of a 
fquare figure; the third , which is 
the worft of all, and ufually called 
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e <>m?non oil of mace , is an artificial 
compofition of fevum, palm-oil, 
an d the like, flavoured with a little 
Sfttuine oil of the nutmeg. Thefe 
°>Is yield all that part in which 
fheir aromatic flavour refides, in 
A’-ftillation to water, and to pure 
jpirit by infufion: the diftilled 
iiquor and fpirituous tindhire 
Nearly refemble in quality thole 
prepared immediately from the 
nutmeg, 

Med. Virt. Aromatic—Cordial 
" Hypnotic — Stomachic. 

Prep. An ejfential Oil —Expreffed 
P'A called Oil of Mace—A fpirituous 

'iter. 

NlfX PISTACH1A: Pijlachia 
Ver a Lin. Piflachio. 

This is a moderately large nut, 
Containing a kernel of a pale green- fon ; 
colour, covered with a reddifli th^t 

ifcin 


us, that in fome parts of Sweden, 
they were in times of fcarcity ufed 
as "food, and did not prove un- 
wholefome. 

Med. Virt. Afringent and Cor- 
rohorant. 


The tree which produces it, 
grows fpontaneoully in Perfia, Ara- 
. a > and feveral iflands of the Arch- 
3 Pelago: it bears likewife the colds 
°ur own climate, fo as to have 
produced fruit not inferior to that 
^ r _hich we receive from abroad. 
Ttachio nuts have a pleafant, 
^eet, un&uous tatte, refembling 
oat of almonds. They are ranked 
jooongft the analeptics , and are by 
'°nie much efteemed in certain 
' Ve <*hnefes, and in emaciated habits. 
Mem. Virt. Emollient—A^ctleptic. 
A YMPHsEjE ALBAS radix, 
Jt'-n-cs, White water lily ; the 

r °°t and flowers. 

. ^ Ms grows in rivers and large 
4 ih es j flowering ufually in June. 

oe roots and flowers have a 
touglq bitterifh, glutinous tafte 
; le dowers are the leaf! rough); 
^ n d, when frelh, a difagreeable 
! oeIl, which is in a great mea¬ 
gre loft 

commended 


is m a 

by drying: they are re- 
_ . ed in alvine fluxes, fleets, 
® d r the like. The roots are ftp- 
ro.ed by fome lo b e j n an eminent 
r g ree narcotic, but on no verv 
toundaticn. Lindeftolpe 


ood 
informs 


(ENANTHE Crocata Lin. Hen> 
lock dropwort. This is a large 
umbelliferous plant, growing in 
ditches and other moift places; 
with pinnated leaves, refembling 
thofe of celery or chervil, and rib¬ 
bed ftalks. Its roots afford the 
eafieft mark of diftinftion, which 
are white, thick, and (liort, and 
grow feveral together, forming a 
kind of bunch. 

The hemlock dropwort has long 
been known as a mofl dangerous poi - 
the moil virulent, perhaps, 
this country produces. Its 
robts or leaves, eaten by miftake, 
have frequently proved fatal, oc- 
cafioning violent ficknefs and vo¬ 
miting, rigors, convirlfions, deli¬ 
rium, and other terrible affe&ions 
of the nervous fyftem. Dr. Pul- 
tenev has publiftied a cafe in the 
Philofophicai Tranfa&ions, vol. 
LXII. in which this plant, ufed 
by miftake inftead of the water- 
parfnep, proved remarkably effi¬ 
cacious in removing an inveterate 
fcorbutic complaint, which had 
refitted a variety of other remedies. 
The dole firtt given was a common 
fpoonful of the juice of the root, 
which at the firtt exhibition pro¬ 
duced very alarming effects. This 
was afterwards reduced to three 
tea-fpoonfuls; which quantity was 
perfifted in a confiderable time, 
and then changed for a tea of the 
leaves. The medicine never proved 
purgative, but was diuretic. It al¬ 
ways occafioned a degree of verti¬ 
go, accompanied, when the juice 
itfelf was taken, with naufea and 
fi'cknefs. 

In Edinburgh it is faid to have 
freen formerly brought into prac- 
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tice; and, from experiments made 
with the infufion of the leaves, it 
has been thought highly ufeful in 
promoting the menftrual discharge. 
However, from the adtive powers 
of this medicine, great caution is 
requifite in its adminiftration ; for 
if given in too large doi'es, it may 
prove deftrudtive. 

Med. Virt. A virulent Poifon —— 
Emmenagogue. 

Prep. Juice — Infufion. 

QLIVAE, earunque oleum : Ole a 
Ewopcs a Lin. S. P . The olive tree 3 
the fruit and its oil [L. E.] 

This tree grows in the fouthern 
parts of France, in Spain, Italy, 
and pther warm countries: with 
us it is ufually preferved in the 
green-houfes of the curious, though 
it will bear our ordinary winters 
in the open air, and produce very 
good fruit. Olives have an acrid, 
bitter, extremely difagreeable tafte : 
pickled (as we receive them from 
abroad) tjhey prove lefs difagree¬ 
able ; the Lucca olives, which are 
fmaller than the others, have the 
weakefl: tafte; the Spanifh, or 
larger, the ftrongeft; the Provence, 
which are of a middling tize, are 
generally the moft efieemed. 

The oil obtained from this fruit 
has no particular tafte or fmell, 
and does not greatly differ in 
quality from oil of almonds. Au¬ 
thors make mention of two forts 
of this oil; one, expreffed from 
the olives when fully ripe, which 
is our common oil olive: the other,' 
before it has grown ripe 3 this is 
called oleum immaturum , and ompha- 
cinum. Nothing is met with in the 
lhops under this name ; andLemery 
affirms, that there is no fuch oil; 
unripe olives yielding only a vifcid 
juice to the prefs. From the ripe 
fruit, two or three forts are obtain¬ 
ed, differing in degree of purity: 
the pureft runs by light preffure : 
the remaining magma, heated and 
preffed more ftrongly, yields an in¬ 


ferior fort, with fome dregs at the 
bottom, called amurca. All thefe 
oils contain a confiderable portion 
of aqueous moifture, and a muci¬ 
laginous fubftance, which lubjedt 
them to run into a putrid ftate 
to prevent this, the preparers add 
fome fea-falt, which, imbibing the 
aqueous and mucilaginous parts, 
finks with them to the bottom ; 
by thefe means, the oil becomes 
more homogene, and confequent- 
ly lefs fufceptible of alteration. 
In its paffage to us, fome of the 
fait, thrown up from the bottom 
by the /baking of the veftel, is- 
fometimes mixed with and de¬ 
tained in the oil, which, in our 
colder climate, becomes too thick 
to fuffer it freely to fubfide; and 
hence the . oil is fometimes met 
with of a manifeftly faline tafte. 

Med. Virt. Emollient. 
QLIBANUM [L. £.] Juni- 
perus lycia Lin. A gummy refin, 
brought from Turkey and the Eaft 
Indies, ufually in drops or tears, 
like thofe of maftich, but larger, 
of a pale yellovvifl), and fometimes 
recklifti colour ; a moderately warm 
pungent tafte, and a ftrong, not 
very agreeable fmell. This drug 
has received many different appel-" 
lations, according to its different 
appearances : the fingle tears are 
called /imply olibanum , or thus: 
when two are joined together, 
they have been called thus mafcu- 
Iu?t: , and when two were very large, 
thus foemininunt. Sometimes four or 
five, about the blgnefs of filberds, 
are foivnd adhering to a piece of 
the bark of the tree from which 
they exuded ; thefe have been 
named thus corticofum ; the finer 
powder which rubs off from the 
tears in the carriage, mica thuris ; 
and the coarfer powder, manna thu¬ 
ris. This drug is not however in 
any of its ftates what is now called 
thus or frankincenfe in the /hops. 
(See Thus.) 
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^bbanum confifts of about equal 
ts of a gummy and refinous fub- 
t , a J lce v the fir ft folunle in wafer, 
other in rectified ipirit. With 
g Trd to its virtues,. many have 
j^T^ttributed to it, particularly 
al- ljr ° y ^ ers °f the head and Ireaj'l, in 
r ff‘ e a nd uterine fluxes : but its 
^ ai e iTe£ts in thefe cafes are far 
j. ° l n a offering the pro miles of the 
jj. c ° :r ntenders. Riverids is laid to 
va V j l' ai 'g e experience of the 
e, T e ^ s °f this d i ug in pleu- 
ef P e «allv epidemic ones: he 
y-• , s - a ..fcoiop.ed, ap-ple to be filled 
V 1 h dram of .olibauum, then co- 
a od roafted under the allies ; 
0u ' S ls t0 be taken for a dofe, three 
ter l ce s of carduus water drank af- 
_ a od the patient covered up 
fa Vs lT1 ln . bed: in a. fhort, time, he 
a' ’ obher a plentiful fw-eat or 
e ^ciiarrhoea will enfue, which 
f 0r !•" °h the difeafe. Geolfrov in- 
rrjp r ‘ s ' that he has frequently 
Ve ; e f’fe of this medicine, alter 
fiu^ ^Tton, with good fuccefs'; 
ti, r , c .! c: j owledges that it .has fome- 
to p"’ Ja bed. Its dofe is from one 
do^° r fcruples. It is .now fel- 
fuj.,. lV;e d ; its place being better 
cl4 Pl, «* °y myrrh, and other arti- 
i\ f' bie.refinous kind. 
0 ^- T - Mighty Afringatt. ■ 
•j, *UM [L. .£.] Opium. 
le$ ‘j 3s . Joice has not.yet been col- 
]?o v c Ul any quantity in Europe. 
Pr 0v -’ berfia, and fome other 
ffi p of Afia, have hitherto 

i:i liS with this commodity : 
of - 3 °ky. c ountries, large quantities 
lif e ’°bp' ie s are cultivated for this 
Tfigj. . e opium prepared about 
T,S el) Cs bi Egypt, hence named 
m ! j °P’ u m, has been ufually 
Ho* but this is not 

PI : i ' ,n guinied from that colled!-.- 

places. This juice is» 
c ° v ere •' Us m ca ^ es or loaves, 
getap) U ' ,v: b Raves and other ve- 
Ui c |l 6 nia tters, to prevent their 


S together: it is of a -folid 


confidence, ;yet fomewhat foftit’ll 
and tenacious, of a ’dark reddifn- 1 
brown colour in the mafs, and, 
when reduced into powder, yel¬ 
low ;. of a faint difagreeable fmell, 
and a bitterifli tafte, accompanied 
with a pungent heat and acrimony. 

The general effedts of this me¬ 
dicine are, to relax the folids , and 
render them lefs fenfible of irritation , 
to cheer the fpirits , eafe pain , procure 
fieep ., promote perfpiration an & f meaty 
but reftxain. all other evacuations,. 
When its operation is over, the 
pain and other fymptoms which it- 
had for a time abated, return ; and 
generally with greater violence than 
before, unlefs the caufe has been 
removed by the diap’norefis or re-, 
laxation which it occafioned. 

The operition of opium is gene¬ 
rally attended wifi a flow, but 
fitrong and full puife, a dryaefs of 
the mouth, a rednefs and Eight 
itching of the fkm : and followed 
by a degree of naufea, a difficulty 
of refpiration, lownefs of the fpi¬ 
rits, and a weak languid puife. 

The principal indications of 
opium are, great watchful-nefs, im¬ 
moderate evacuations proceeding 
from acrimony and irritation, 
cramps or fpafmodic coniradfions 
ol tl?e nerves, and violent pains of 
almoft every kind. In thefe cafes, 
opiates procure at leaf! a temporary 
relief, and an opportunity for oth .r 
medicines, properly interpofed, to 
take effect. 

Opium fometimes defeats the in¬ 
tention of the pbytician, and, in- 
head of producing reft, occaftons, 
great anxiety, vomiting. &c. Tak¬ 
en on a full Jlomach, it often proves 
emetic. 'Where the patient is ex¬ 
hausted by execuive evacuations, it 
occafions generally great Ipwnefs. It. 
has been obferved- to Operate more 
powerfully in perfons of a lax habit, 
than in the opppfite circumliances. 
Whilft it iifefully. refirai-ns preter¬ 
natural, difeharges proceeding from 
O 
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irritation, it proves injurious in 
thofe that arife from a contrary 
caufe, as in the colliquative diar- 
rhceae attending heCtic fevers. By 
relaxing, taking off ftriCtures, and 
occafioning a paralyfis of particu¬ 
lar parts, it often promotes fuch 
evacuation as thofe parts are con¬ 
cerned in. Boerhaave obferves, 
that it fometiines enables the ureters 
to allow an eafy paffage even to the 
calculus: but this effcCl is by no 
means conflant. 

When opiun^ is fo managed as 
to procure fweat, it will tend to 
remove the inflammatory Bate of 
the fyftem, and may prove gene¬ 
rally ufeful; which is proved by the 
cure of the acute rheumatil’m from 
the exhibition, of the compound 
powder of ipecacuanha. Though 
the ufe of opium is forbid in the 
firft ftage of the eruptive fever of 
the fmall-pox; as at this period 
of the difeafe the pnlfe is often 
found to be languid, and the coun¬ 
tenance pale, though pains in the 
head and loins are at the fame time 
very fevere : thefe fymptoms, with 
reftlefsuefs and other iigns of ir¬ 
ritability, which appear for feme 
days after the attack of the difeafe, 
are confiderably relieved by opium ; 
to which, are ulually added camphor 
and tartarifed antimonial wine, 
taking care to keep the body open. 
In hemorrhages excited by irrita¬ 
tion, unattended ivith inflammation, 
opium is ufeful. In dyfentery it 
mov be occafionally employed to 
moderate the violence of the fym¬ 
ptoms, though not confidered as a 
remedy. In' the latter /luges of di¬ 
arrhoea, , when the acrimony produ¬ 
cing it has been carried off in a 
great meafure, opium is an effica¬ 
cious remedy. In cholera and py- 
rojis , it is chiefly to be relied upon, 
joined with laxatives it is employed 
in cohc ; and, doubtlefs, by reliev¬ 
ing the fpai'mj often prevents ileus, 
and inflammation : nay, indeed, it 


is frequently found to allay the 
vomiting, the fpafms, the pain> 
and fometimes to diminifh the 
inflammation, and prevent the gan¬ 
grene of the ftrangulated gub 
in ileus and in incarcerated hernifl 
In different fpecies of tetanus op 1 ' 
um is fuccefsful, and affords relic* 
to various fpalmodic and convid' 
five fymptoms occurring in feveral 
difeafes, as afthma, epilepfy, dyf' 
pepfia, hypochondriafis, rabies ca- 
nina, chorea fan&i Viti, mania* 
&c. &c. 

In intermittents, opium has been 
ftrongly recommended, as an ef¬ 
fectual means of flopping the re¬ 
currence of the febrile paroxyfrnb 
and has been given before the flb 
in the cold flage, in the hot fit, and 
during the interval, with the be# 
effects ; producing immediate re' 
lief, and in a fhort time curing the 
patient; without leaving thofe ab¬ 
dominal obftruCHons which have 
been aferibed to the bark. Bn c 
in thefe fevers the beft prac¬ 
tice perhaps is to unite opin' 1 ’ 
with the bark, which enables the 
ftomach to bear the latter in lar¬ 
ger dofes, and adds conliderably {0 
its efficacy. 

With regard to the dofe of op 1 ' 
um, one grain is generally a ft*' 
ficient, and often too large a one 1 
maniacal perfons, and thofe vvh° 
have been long accuftomed to take 
it, require three or more grains t0 
have the due effeCi : but its 
varies in different perfons, and l!l 
different ftates of the fame perfo 0 ' 
A quarter of a grain will in on ff 
adult produce effeCts which ^ 
times the quantity will not do 
another: and a dofe that nflg llt 
prove fatal in colic or choler^ 
would not be perceptible in roan) 
cafes of tetanus, or mania. * ^ 
lowed fatal dofe to thofe VI } aC ' 
cuftomed to take it is four grain 5 • 
but a dangerous dofe is fo apt 
produce vomiting that it feld° 
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c ^ a ^°ns death. Injected np the 
Return, it has all the effects of opi- 
^ taken into the ftomach; but 
pbie the quantity is to be em- 
S?y e d to anfwer the purpofe. Ap- 
w j to the naked nerves of ani- 
it produces immediate tor- 
r » and lofs of power in all the 
C(> l es w tth which the nerves 
jj ^tnuni'eate. Among the eaftern 
tions, who are habituated to 
A a dram is but a moderate 
* e * Garcias relates, that he knew 
*p, e who every dav took ten drams. 
to °* e who have been long accuf- 
off to its ufe, upon leaving it 
tan a, " e ^ e ’ zec ^ wl 'th great lownets, 
^or, and anxiety; which are 
Ve d by having again recourfe to 


°Piuin 


■» and, in fome meafure, by 
r? ? r fpiriruous liquors. . 
in taken into the ftomach 

n^- a ' 1 ,* mr noderate dofe, proves a 
go C ° tlC Poison, producing verti- 
({ u ’ t trerr i 0 rb, convulfions, delirium, 
^ ertor> and finally fatal 

Ptum is partially foluble in 
a <’d in reAified fpirit: proof 
wine, and vinegar, totally 
b e } n V f it 5 the impurities only 
fpicj? e ^t. The folutions in proof 
efW an d wine have the fame 
Mth s with the juice in fubftance ; 
«rt t L tlls difference, that they ex- 
a nd . eai kelves fooner in the body, 
Q n a Pt to leave a naufea 

in r JL.^ ornac h. A tinAure made 
°per at fpirit is fuppofed to 

^°werf’n in an equal do ^ e ’ moi ' e 
qu 0r „ U i-7 ^an the foregoing li- 

hi s Geoffroy informs us, from 

t^ v ^ n ex perience, that, whilft 
Oc Ca r a tery and vinous folutions 
tin^ u ° ne< i pleafant quiet deep, a 
b* * drawn wif-b pure fpirit 
'^ka ° n a phrenfy for a time. 

Kc J~ u [ /s dim inijh the foporifle 
te,1 der ° : ^ lS me dicine : fixt alkalies 
^ eter mi 1 ^. uretlc -> 'whilft volatile o/hs 
. n 6 * ts a & ion chiefly to the cuta~ 
"■ s < Acids almojl entirely de~ 


flroy its power. Many have endea¬ 
voured to correA fome imaginary 
ill qualities of this drug, by toaft- 
ing it, by fermentation, by long 
continued digeftions, by repeated 
difiolutionsand diftillations. Thefe 
proceffes, though recommended by 
many writers, do not promife any 
Angular advantage: they may in¬ 
deed weaken the opium ; but by 
thefe very means become prejudi¬ 
cial, rendering the medicine more 
uncertain in its operation, and the 
dofe more undetermined. 

Opium applied externally gives 
eafe in many pains, but does not, 
as fome have fuppo r ed, ftupify 
the part, or render it infeufible of 
pain ; ufed immoderately, it is faid 
to produce the fame ill effeAs as 
when taken to excefs internally. 

Med. Virt. Sedative— Cordial. 

OPOPANAX : Paftinaca Opo- 
panax Lin. S. P. Opopanax [Z,.] 

A concrete gummy refinous 
juice, obtained from the roots of 
an umbelliferous plant, which 
grows fpontaneoufly in the warmer 
countries, and bears the colds of 
this. The juice is brought from 
Turkey and the Eaft Indies, fome- 
times in round drops or tears, but 
more commonly in irregular lumps, 
of a reddifh yellow colour on the 
outfide, with fpecks of white, in¬ 
wardly of a paler colour, and fre¬ 
quently variegated with large white 
pieces. It has a peculiar flrong 
fuel I, and a bitter, acrid, fomewhat 
naufeous tafle. Its virtues are thofe 
of an attenuating and aperient me¬ 
dicine. Boerhaave frequently em¬ 
ployed it, along with ammoniacum 
and' galbanum, in hypochondriacal 
diforders , obflructions of the abdominal 
v jeer a , fluppreflions of the menflrual 
evacuations from the fluggiflinefs of 
mucous humours, and a want of 
due elafticity of the folids ; and in 
afihmas , elpecially when conneAed 
with a phlegmatic habit of body : 
in thefe intentions it is an ufefyf 
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ingredient in the pilulaigiXb. comp, 
and compound powder of myrrh 
of the London Pharmacopoeia, but 
is not employed in any compofition 
of the Edinburgh. It may be given 
by itfelf in the dofe of a fcruple, 
or half a dram : a whole dram 
proves, in many conflitutions, 
gently purgative. 

Med. Virt, Attcnuant '— Sti¬ 
mulant. 

ORJGANI folia: Origani •vulg. 
Lin . S. P. Wild marjoram ; the 
leaves [/,.] 

This is met with upon dry chalky 
bills, and iu gravelly foils, in fe- 
veral parts of England. It has an 
agreeable fmell, and a pungent 
tafte, warmer than that of the 
garden marjoram, and much re- 
fembling thyme, with which it 
feems to agree in virtue. An ef- 
fential oil diHilled from it is kept 
in the (bops ; which has been ufed 
for ea f.ng pain of carious teeth, by 
dropping it on cotton, and inferr¬ 
ing it in the cavity of th'e aching 
tooth. The dried leaves, ufed in- 
jftead of tea, are faid to be extreme¬ 
ly grateful. 

Med. Virt. Aromatic . 

Prep., Ejjential Oil. 

There is another fort of origanum 
called Crcticum , w.hofe flowers, or 
rather flowery tops, are fomctimes 
brought to us from Candy* Thefe 
have an agreeable aromatic flavour, 
fomewhat {Longer than the com¬ 
mon fort. 

ORYZAE far.cn : Oryzre fativa 
Lin. Rice ; the feeds freed from the 
outward ikin. Thefe are brought 
chiefly from Carolina, where the 
plant is cultivated 'in large quanti¬ 
ties; but they are the product of 
different countries, particularly of 
. the Faff Indies. They are fufli- 
ciently nutritious, and afford an 
ufeful food in diarrhoea, dyf- 
enteries and other diforders from 
a thin acrimonious ftate of the 
juices. 


Med. Virt. Emollient — Reft' 1 ' 
gerant. 

PAEONIAE radix, fores , fctne n • 
Paonies_ officinalis Lin. Male and 
female peony; the roots, flowers? 
and feeds. 

Thefe plants are cultivated 
our gardens on account of tb e 
beauty of their flowers; the f e " 
male, which is the larger and mor e 
elegant, and \ for this reafon 
more common, is the only on £ 
with which the {hops are fuP' 
plibd. In quality they are fcarc e 
fenflbly different; and hence th e ) 
may be taken promifeuoufly. Th e 
roots and feeds of /peony have? 
when recent, an unpleafant feenb 
approaching to that of tire nM 
cotic plants; and a fomewhat gb ! ' 
tinous fubacrid tafle, with 11 
flight degree of bitternefs and f 
ftringenev : the leaves alfo dn' 
cover an aftringent quality both [0 
the tafle, and by changing chaly; 
beate folutions of a purple color- r • 
the flowers have little tafte, ana a 
very faint, not agreeable fm £l ' 
The parts which have chiefly bG 11 
ufed for medicinal purpofes, are 
roots and feeds. Thefe are look^ 
upon as emollient , corroborant , a,a ^ 
Sightly anodyne ; and fuppofed to 
of fervice in famed kinds of ohff' il f 
tions , a'ojions of the Afc era, he A - 
urine , gams in the kidneys , and 
like. The virtue for which *h e q 
are chiefly celebrated, is that 0 , 
curing j r of mo die and epile t tic c ° ,r> 
plaints ; which many have 
abfurd enough to believe that 
root of this plant would do > 
being worn about the neck. ■„ 
Med. Virt, Emollient S‘ : 
fpafmodic. . 

PA L MAE. oleum : Cocos butjt' a ' e 
Lin. Palm-oil [A.] i, e 

This, oil is obtained from 1 
kernels of the fruit of a fpecie $ j 
palm-tree, which is a native? 
the coaft of Guinea and Cape ' 
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b an ^s. From thefe places it has 
•g ee ^ tran (planted into Jamaica and 
^^hadocs. The oil, as brought to 
. ’ ls about the c'onfiftence of an 
^'jtrnent, and of an orange colour; 
b r ° n g> not difagreeable fmell, 
irlr Vet ^ bttletafte. By long keep* 
b ;S; >t lofes its high colour, and 
b '- Co mes white; when it ought to 
*A re jeffed, as no longer fit for ufe. 
c ® inhabitants of the Guinea 
of 9 * 1 )! * are ^ ^ t0 nia ke this oil part 
taei] food, and to employ*it for 
purpofes as we do butter. 
] y ,l!! ns, it is rarely given inward- 
' ’ ^nd nfed only in fome external 
Nations, for pains and iveak- 
^fj s °f the nerves, cramps, /-.rains, 
a . ‘'■be ike. Tiie common people 
V/i jA v it to the cure of chilblaijis, and, 
e n eariv made life of, not with- 
» 

Py ti 2t) * Virt. Emollient — Ano- 
Expreffed Oil. 

pjWAYERlS ALBI capita : 
gard lJcr * s f omn feri Lin. '1 he large 
a !1( | Ul P°ppy, with white flowers 
its k lee< ^ s 5 or the white poppv ; 

p] £l) heads and ftalks of thefe 
hsp Sc °j)tnina milky juice, which 
q^ . ‘ c colledfed in confider.able 
y»h e . by flightly wounding them 

Pofed a J' noft ri P e * This juice, ex- 
°r a re . days to the air, 
a gre-\ 1S into a ft iff tenacious mafs, 
bi'o^.'S in quality with the opium 
ti\{_ J’ 11 /i'om abroad. (See Opi- 
1 % C !. ^ * he juices of the white and 
to o P 0 Ppies appear to be fimilar 
is ; n a nother; the only difference 
is gerif ie , d Uan ‘ity afforded, which 
fi?.e 0 r 1<l . v in proportion to the 
^hit e t le plants. The larger, or 
by the °PPy’ * s the fort cultivated 
e aft er P ie parers of opium in the 
hfes ' : °hntries, and for medicinal 

iv thls * 

^ ni Pai t ? boiled in water, 

Cc tic j u -° t le menftruum their nar- 
- nee, together with the other 


juices which they have in common 
with vegetable matters in general. 
The liquor ftrongly prefled out, 
fuffered to fettle, clarified with 
whites of eggs, and evaporated to 
a due confiftenee, yields about one 
fifth, or one fixth, the weight of the 
heads, of extradf. This poffefies 
the virtues of opium; but requires 
to be given in double its dofe to 
anfwer the fame intention, which it 
is laid to perform without occafion'- 
ing a nanfea and giddinefs, the 
ulual conlequences of the other. 
(See the Edinburgh Ef'ays ahridg. vol. 
i. pag. 158 and 132.) A ftrong 
decoction of the heads, mixed with 
as much fugar as is fufficient to re¬ 
duce it into the confidence of a 
fyrup, becomes fit ,for keeping tin 
a liquid form; this is an ufeful 
anodyne, and often fucceeds in 
procuring fleep, where opium fails. 
Both thefe preparations are very 
ufeful, though liable to variation 
in point of ftrength : nor does this 
inconvenience feem avoidable by 
any care in th.e preferiber, or the 
operator ; ft nee the poppy-heads 
themfelves (according to the degree 
of maturity, and the foil and feafon 
of which they are the produce) 
contain different proportions of the 
narcotic matter to the other juices 
of the plant; as has been obferved 
in the “ Pharmacopoeia reformata.” 

The white poppy heads are often 
ufed for fomeptations, and exter¬ 
nally applied; but are more fre¬ 
quently added to the decoSlum 
pro foment 6. 

The feeds of the poppy are bv 
many reckoned foporific. Juncker 
fays, they have the fame qualitv 
with thofe of hyofeyamus, and 
Herman looks upon them as a good 
fubftitute to opium ; milled pro¬ 
bably by an obfervatjon which 
holds in many plants, that the feeds 
are more efficacious than the vefiels 
in which they are contained. 

The feeds of the poppy have 
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nothing of the narcofic juice which 
is lodged in their covering, and in 
the ftalks; an oil exprelfed from 
them has been ufed for the fame 
purpofes as oil olive ; and the feeds 
themfelves taken as food. Their 
tafte is fweetifh and farinaceous. 

Med. Virt. Anodyne. 

Prep. Syrup — ExtraH. 

PAPAVERIS ERRATIC I, feu 

Papaveris rhoaad s Lin. S. P. fiord. 
Red poppy, or corn-rofe ; the great¬ 
er of the hairy wild poppies, with 
deep red flowers and dark-coloured 
feeds; its flowers [£.] 

The flowers of this plant yield 
upon expreflion a deep red juice, 
and impart the fame colour by in- 
fufion to aqueous liquors. A fy- 
rup of them is kept in the {hops: 
this is valued chiefly for its colour; 
though fome expert from it a light¬ 
ly anodyne virtue. 

PARALYSIS fiores : Primulce 
veris Lin. Cowflip ; the flowers. 

This plant grows wild in marlhes 
and moift meadows. The flowers 
appear in April; they have a plea- 
lant fweet fmell, and a fubacrid, 
bitterifh, fomewhat aflringent tafte. 
An infufion of them, ufed as tea, 
is recommended as a mild corrobo¬ 
rant , in nervous complaints , and in 
Jome female ilifoulcrs proceeding from 
a deficiency of the mevfiruat pur¬ 
gations. 

Med. Vjrt. Corroborant and 
Antfpafmodic: but poflefled of flight 
power. 

PAREIRA BRAVA [A.] Cif- 

fampelos Pareira Lin. 

This is the root of an American 
convolvulus, brought to us from 
Brazil, in pieces of different fizes, 
fome no bigger than a man’s finger, 
others as large as a child’s arm. 
It is crooked, and vanoufly wrin¬ 
kled on the furface; outwardly of a 
dark colour, internally of a dull 
yellowifb, and interwoven with 
woody fibres, fo that, upon a tranf- 
verfe fertion, a number of concen¬ 


tric circles appear, eroded witn 
fibres, which run from the centre 
to the circumference. It has no 
fmell; the tafle is a little bitteriflb 
blended with a fweetnefs like that 
of liquorice. This root is highly 
extolled by the Brazilians and Pof 
tuguefe, in a great variety of dh' 
eafes, particularly again!: fuppref- 
fions of urine, nephritic p. ins, and 
the 'calculus. In the two virfN 
Geoffrey fays he has given it with 
good fucceis, and that the patient 
was almoft inftantly relieved by 
a copious difcharge of urine f» c ' 
ceeding. He likewife obferved 
large quantities of gravel, and even 
fmall flones, voie'eth after its uf e * 
This eifert he attributes not to an Y 
lithontriptic power, but to its di*' 
folving the vifeid mucus by which 
the fabulous matter had been de¬ 
tained. He likewife relates, 
he has had frequent experience f 
the good effedls of this root lf l 
deterging and healing ulcers ° r 
the kidneys and bladder, wi> er *j 
the urine came away purulent an“ 
mucous, and could not be voided 
at all without extreme pain ; h/ 
the ufe of the pareira, the utin® 
foon became clear, and of a d 11 ^ 
confiftence, and was evacuate 
freely; and, by joining to this m e ' 
dicine balfam of copaiba, the uR e 
perfertlv healed. The attenuating 
quality, which he had difeoverc 
in this root, induced him to 
trial of it in other difeafes 
ceeding from tenacious juices; n’ 1 
in thefe likewife it fully anfwefC 
his expectations. In humoral aft 1 
mas, where the lungs are 
up, and the patient almoft fnn° 
cated by thick phlegm, an infu^f 
of pareira, after many other rneo ^ 
cines had proved ineffectual, 0c° a 
fioned a plentiful expectorating 
and foon completed a cure. I n . ^ 
jaundice proceeding from tb* c t 
bile, it did excellent fervice: b* 
in another irterical cafe, where * 


Part H. 

!i Ve f. ' vas dwelled and hard, this 
edicine did no good. His dofe 
° root in fubftance is from 
^elve grains to half a dram; in 
f c oftion two or three drams in a 
P lut , for three dofes, one to be given 
i Ver y half hour, and afterwards at 
o ° n S e r intervals. He cautions a- 
too { ar g e dofes, for fear of 
gating or inflaming the kidneys; 
Q Ut it is faid by others that one 
• l1nce has been taken without pro- 
Q «cing any fuch effeft. 

n . e prefent mode of admini- 

^ernig j t 

is in deco&ion, of four 
rain s boiled in three pints of water 
re duced to one, fweetened with 
^ Ue y, of which a tea-cupful is to 
0^ every three or four hours; 
r from fifteen to thirty grains of 
e powder twice or thrice a day. 
tic ^ ° ^ 1R T • Attenuant — Diure- 
C ~fL.ithontriptic. 

1 ARIETARDE folia : P brief a- 
0 f ff emails Lin. S. P. Pellitory 
^he wall; the leaves [ L . £.] 

^ his is a fmall plant growing 
hihr 1 walls ; of an herbaceous, 
j t . a line tafte, without any fmell. 

‘\o»e °f the five emollient herbs, 
ij. , ln t his intention is occafionally 
Jj as e ll fe of. The exprefted juice 
0 i, S been gi ven in the dole of three 
as a diuretic. 

fwe ATKiol us tells us, that this, 

erfn? e ^ e i with fu g ar > had a P ow 
1 elteft this wav : and Barbei 
:*?» that 

i,r " va 

^ ^ in ') * • 

of y • eann S the urinary paftages 

Cref 1 mucus and fabulous con- 
r ar -! 0us; though it is now very 

a 7 ufcd - 

r et j c F ' D> Vjrt. Emollient — Diu- 

p fativa Lin. 

u e p s ‘ 1 Li AC A fylvefiris ; Parf- 

Pi 

are Jr r . 00ts °f the garden parfnep 
c4f ed as . f ood, and prove fuffi- 
the ^y* 1U f rit * ous ‘ The feeds of both 
° - eu a n d wild parfnep are 
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a deco&ion of this plant 
urfi was found of great 


(lightly aromatic ; thofe of the wild 
are ftrongeft; however they are 
rarely employed. 

Med. Virt. Aromat'f—Emollient . 

PENTAPHYLLI radix : Poten- 
tilla reptantis Lin. S. P. Cinque¬ 
foil ; the root [L.] 

This grows plentifully in hedges, 
and by road-fides. The root is 
moderately aflringent: and as filch is 
fometimes given internally againjl 
diarrhoea: and other fluxes ; and em¬ 
ployed in gargarifms for firengthening 
the gums, &c. The cortical part of 
the root may betaken, in fubftance, 
to the quantity of a dram : the in¬ 
ternal part is confiderahly weaker, 
and requires to be given in double 
the dole to produce the fame ef¬ 
fect. 

Me-d. Virt. A inn gent. 

PERSICARIxE URENTIS fo¬ 
lia : Polygonum hydropiper Lin, Bit¬ 
ing arfmart, lakeweed, or water 
pepper; the leaves. 

This fort is readily diftinguifh- 
able, by its pungent, biting, pep¬ 
per-like tafte. Its virtues are thofe 
of an acrid {Emulating medicine : 
in phlegmatic habits, it promotes the 
urinary difcharge , and has frequently 
done good fervice in fcorhutic com¬ 
plaints. The frefh leaves are fome¬ 
times applied externally for cleanflng 
oldfifluloiis ulcers , and confumingfun¬ 
gous flefh: for thefe purpofes they 
are faid to be employed by the far¬ 
riers, among whom they have been 
principally made ule of. 

Med. Virt. Diuretic — Deter¬ 
gent. 

PERSIC AS MALIflores: A?nyg- 
dalcs Perflca Lin. The peach-tree ; 
its flowers and kernels. 

Peach-flowers have an agreeable 
fmell, and a bitterilh tafte : diftill- 
ed, without any addition, by the 
heat of a water-bath, they yield 
one-ftxth their weight, or more, of 
a whitilh liquor, which, as Mr. 
Bolduc obferves, communicates to 
a large quantity of other liquids 
O'4 
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a flavour like that of the kernels of 
fruit. An infufion in water of 
half an ounce of the frefla gather¬ 
ed flowers, or a dram of them 
when dried, fweetened with fu^ar, 
proves for children an ueful laxa¬ 
tive and anthelmintic. T.he leaves 
of the tree are, in this intention, 
fomewhat more efficacious, though 
Itffi agreeable. The fruit has the 
fame quality with the other fweet 
fruits, that of abating heat , quench¬ 
ing ihvjly and gently loofning the 
belly. 

Med. Virt. Laxative — Anthel¬ 
mintic — Refrigerant. 

PERU V IAN US CORTEX [L. 
E. j Cinchona officinalis Lin. — It is 
thus called from the Counters of 
Cinchon, who was the firft per- 
fon of diftincfion recovered from 
a tertian fever by this remedy. 
Peruvian bark : the bark of a tall 
(lender tree, growing in Peru, it 
is brought to us in pieces of diffe- 
rentfizes, fometimes rolled up into 
fhort thick quids, and fometimes 
flat. The outfide is brownifli, and 
generally covered in part, with a 
Vv’hitifb mofs; the inficle is of a 
yellowilh, redciifli, or rufty iron 
colour. It has a (lightly aromatic 
fmell, fomewhat mufty, yet not 
difagreeahle ; a bitterifh, aftringent 
tafte, which dwells long upon the 
tongue, accompanied with a de¬ 
gree of aromatic warmth. The 
fmall, thin, flat pieces, are by 
forne accounted the beft; by others, 
the quill fort, with the roughed 
coat, efpecially if of a bright cin¬ 
namon colour on the inlide ; though 
the large flat pieces, whether rough 
or fmooth, or a lighter or darker 
colour, are often of equal good nefs. 
'The beft bark is that which is JirongeJi 
in fmell anil tajle : this likcwife proves 
friable between the teeth , and docs not 
ffpar ate into fibres ; it breaks , not 
Jhivcry, but cloje and fmooth. 

The virtues of ibis bark, as a 

febrifuge, were difcovered by the 


Indians about the year 1500. Eu¬ 
rope did not become acquainted 
with it till 1649 : nor was it re¬ 
ceived into general practice till fe¬ 
vers! years after this ; feme ill con- 
fequences, enfuing from its impru¬ 
dent ufe, having brought it for a 
time into difrepute. At prefent, 
it is looked upon as the moft effec¬ 
tual remedy in intermittent fevers of 
almoft every kind , and fafe in all 
ages and conllitutions; provided 
it be judicioufly and feafoua'bly ad- 
miniftered, and due regard be had 
to the circumftances of the difeafe* 
The mpdern pr. 6fice, previous to 
the life of this medicine, ufuallv 
gives an emetic at the beginning of 
a paroxyfrn. In forne cafes a ca¬ 
thartic, and in plethoric habits 
venaffiedlion, are premifed. Thefe 
render the bark not only more fafe> 
but likewife more certain and 
fpeedy in its operation. Where 
thefe evacuations are neglecfted, of 
not fufticientlv plentiful, the dif¬ 
eafe, if of long (landings fcarce 
yields to the cortex; or if it appear 
at length fu'odued, yet the patient 
does not recover his ftrength, and 
foon fuifers a reiapfe. The ufe of 
the bark is begun at the end of a 
paroxyfrn, and repeated, in the 
quantity of half a dram (more or 
lefs, according to the circumftances 
of the patient), every third or.fourth 

hour during the intermiffion.- f 

Some practitioners prefer giving R 
juft before the fit, forne during the 
fit, others after the fit. Dr. Cul¬ 
len fays: “ i am fatisfied, giving a 
large dole immediately before th- 
time of acceilion is the moft pro¬ 
per practice ; but as that dofe nuiR 
not be under two drams of the pafe 
bark, fo there are forne Horn achs 
that will not even bear that qua 11 ' 
titv, or a larger that might be ne- 
ceflary. It is commonly, there¬ 
fore, convenient to give fmall dofesj 
but to give them every hour, f ai 
fame hours near to the time of ac- 
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Ce ffion.” Some order it in the 
Quantity of an ounce between the 
r and this mode of procedure is 
^nfidered by Dr. Duncan as, upon 
whole, preferable, from being' 
Suited to mo If llornachs. It 
ntay indeed be given from the very 
Co mmencement of the difeafe 
'• Uhout any previous evacuation ; 
«ud it isVo be continued not only 
lJ d the paroxyfms ceafe, but till the 
Natural appetite, ftrength, and com¬ 
plexion returns ; but it commonly 
cl jtfwers better after emptying the 
yhmentary canal, particularly the 

ttomach. ’ 

In remittent fevers, efpecially 
. Ur ’ n g the time of remiffion, the 
^ark may alfo be employed with 
k’eat fuccefs. In typhus, of the 

rvous or putrid kind, the bark 
35 very generally ufed, as well fuit- 
ec to counteract the debility, or 
putrefeency, which marks the pro- 
< 'els of the diforder. In thefe epi- 


de 

ho 


1Tl! P fevers, there is one hate 
"’ever not unfrequently prelent 
J iler 5 iri t - le bark may be hurtful, 

( ls when there are fvmptoms of 
J n geftion, or topical inflammation 
j. head, nianifelled hv head-ach, 

.^.wefs of the eyes, and phrenitic 
.^hrinm. And whoever deliiium 
. accompanied with much fub- 
v tfendinum, or frequent con- 
twitchirjgs of the limbs, 
( j Cullen thinks opium in large 
V> , 5 s E the only remedy upon, 
y TPh u- e can depend* Wjiete the 
c <»n * S f ’ iG "dious kind, cit’d ac- 
% ' cit h great heat, a little 
ra /*' 2S joined. In all cafes, mode- 
^xercil'e generally promotes its 
pT C P At fir ft, it ufually loofens 
e ^y? and fometimes operates 
a cathartic had been taken; 
^ele means fupplies the 
ex! -pn or evacuation before its 

tinjr :t l? n * ^ l he P ur g in g con- 
f vv > | le medicine does not an- 
fl ' 1 if P llr P°"es intended by it. 

UC P cafe,, a little opium is 


■Ml 


added, which effeClually fuppreffes 
the flux. If after this the patient con¬ 
tinues too coftive, recourfe is had 
to glyfters. The loofenefs, how¬ 
ever, ought not to be ftopt too 
foon : on the contrary, where the 
bark does itfelf produce this effeCI, 
it is neceflary, as Dr. Mead informs 
us, to join to it a little rhubarb, fo 
as to occafion for a tinle two flooh 
a day; by thefe means the difeafe 
is more effectually cured, and lefs 
TubjeCt to be followed by a dropfy,’ 
or ill habit of body. After a dram 
or two of rhubarb have been taken, 
it is to be difeontinued, and the 
bark exhibited by itfelf. After the 
fever has been removed, the medi¬ 
cine is continued for fome time 
longer, to prevent a relapfe; and 
evacuations, unlefs abfoluteiy ne- 
ceflary, abftained from. The dif¬ 
eafe is neverthelefs feldom com¬ 
pletely cured before fome very con- 
liderable evacuation, either by {tool, 
urine, or perfpiration, enfues : if 
this do not fucceed fpontaneoufty, 
cathartics, diuretics, or diaphore¬ 
tics, are given in conjunction with 
the bark, otherwife the patient 
continues weak, and without ap¬ 
petite, till either the difeafe returns, 
or changes into one of a different 
kind. 

In fymptomatic agues, hectic and 
■purulent fevers , cacochymic habits , 
and where the hypochondres are f welled 
and dflended, this medicine is impro¬ 
per, and for the molt part prejudi¬ 
cial. Its manifeft aftringenfcy for¬ 
bids its ufe in obftruCtions of the 
abdominal vifeera, or foppreffions 
of any’ critical evacuation until 
the obftruCtion be firft removed, or 
the evacuation have had its due 
courfe. 

In acute, inflammatory, or malig¬ 
nant fevers, the bark does not feem 
to have any good effeCt. Never¬ 
thelefs, in the decline of long ner¬ 
vous fevers, or after a remiffion, 
when from bad habit, old age, fa- 
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tigue, or the like, the patient is ex¬ 
tremely weak, and the pulfe low, 
the cortex proves a medicine of ex¬ 
cellent fervice; provided there be 
no extravafation, that the veflels 
remain entire, and pus be not al¬ 
ready formed. 

Peruvian bark has likewife been 
found eminently fervice able in gan¬ 
grenes and mortifications, proceed¬ 
ing either from an internal or ex¬ 
ternal caufe. In all the cafes of 
this kind, where it proved fuccefs- 
ful, it occafioned a kind of fuppu- 
ration, which degenerated when the 
ufe of the medicine was difcon- 
tinued, and again turned kindly 
upon refuming it. Some have been 
hence induced to try the cortex in va¬ 
riolous cafes , where either the puf- 
tules did not rightly fuppurate, or 
the petechias Plowed adifpofidon to 
a gangrene; and here likewife it 
anfwered the expectation r the 
empty veficles filled with matter, 
watery fanies changed into thick 
white pus, the petechiae became 
gradually of a pale colour, and at 
length difappeared, and the pox 
began to turn fooner than was ex¬ 
pected. See the Edinburgh Medical 
Effays. 

Though this medicine is recom¬ 
mended in the confluent fmail-pox, 
to promote the rifing of the puf- 
tules; yet there are fome practi¬ 
tioners extremely converfant with 
this difeafe, who rejedt the opinion. 
But after the maturation of the puf- 
tulcs is completed, or where fym- 
ptorns of putrefcency, or adiffolved 
irate of the blood fupervenes, the 
bark cannot be too liberally em¬ 
ployed. 

Befides the difeafes above enu¬ 
merated, bark is recommended in 
the following : ulcerated fore throat , 
fcarlatina maligna , dyfentery, all hae¬ 
morrhages of the pajjive hind, ery- 
ftpelas; fome cafes of dropfy, when 
unattended with any particular lo¬ 
cal affedion j fcrophula, ill-condi¬ 


tioned ulcers, rickets, Jcurvy, certain 
ft ages of the phthifs pulmonalis , and, 
in fine, in all cafes where the con- 
ftitution is in a debilitated Bate, 
and requires to be invigorated by 
giving tone and vigour to the fy- 
Bem; and perhaps it is thefe to 
which bark owes its power and 
efficacy. 

The bark has been applied like- 
wife, and not without fuccefs, to the 
cure of periodic head-achs , byfteric , 
and hypochondriac Jits, and other dif- 
orders, which have regular inter- 
miffions. By its aPringency and 
aromatic quality, it Jlrengthens the 
•whole nstvousJyfiem, and proves vfe- 
ful in weaknefs of the Jlomach, and 
fundry chronical difordevs proceeding 
from too great laxity of the fibres. In 
obftinate uterine fluxes, and old gleets, 
bark joined with chalybeates has 
good effects. 

The bark has been of late much 
employed in acute rheumatifm, 
particularly after the violence of 
the difeafe has been in fome mea- 
fure moderated by the antiphlo- 
giftic treatment, or when evident 
remiffions lake place. But it has 
been fuccefsful in fome, when given 
even while the inflammatory l'ym- 
ptoms prevailed to a very confider- 
able degree, according to the tefii- 
mony of fome of the attendants on 
the London hofpital. 

The virtues of Peruvian bark 
refide chiefly in a refinous fub- 
Pance, and hence are extracted in 
perfection by rectified fpirit. By 
Prong codion in water, the refin is 
melted out, and mingled with the 
water ; which, wbilft hot, appears 
tranfparent, but in cooling grows 
turbid, and depofits great part of 
the refin to the bottom. Water 
elevates in cliff illation the aromatic 
part of the bark ; pure fpirit brings 
over nothing. Hence an aqueous 
extradf proves not onlylefs iirquan¬ 
tity, but likewife inferior in quality 
to one made with rectified fpirit* 
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Proof fpirit extra&s the virtues of 
this drug in tolerable perfection, in 
the cold ; heat enables it to take up 
ni ore than it can retain when cold. 
Spirit of fal ammoniac, prepared 
w>th fixt alkaline falts, gains very 
little from the iortcx, either with or 
without heat; the fpirit prepared 
with quicklime, and the dulcified 
fpirit, in a few hoirs becomes 
ftro igly impregnated with its fmell 
and taffe. 

The fubftances ufuallv joined 
With bark in prefcription feem cal¬ 
culated either to promote its effi¬ 
cacy, or merely for reducing it in¬ 
to the intended form ; without 
nauch regard to its agreeahlenefs, 
^d the conveniency of taking it. 
This is neverthelefsa point of great 
confequence, as its taffe, and the 
Quantity which is nectffary, make 
the patient too frequently loath it, 
before enough has been taken to 
produce the defired effeCf. If de¬ 
igned to be given in the folid form 
c>f a bolus, electuary, See. it Jhould 
, made up, not, as is cuffomary, 
With fvrups, but with mucilages : 
with the former, it flicks about the 
Wiouth and fauces, whence its talle 
rer nains for a confiderable time ; 
with the latter, it paffies freely, 
scarce leaving any taffe in the 
n ^outh. Aromatics do not prevent 
. e taffe of the bark from difeover- 
ln g itfelf j extra ft of liquorice very 
e J)r chi ally conceals it. The extraA 
? logwood alfo, joined to that of 
.^ r k, and a proper quantity of mu- 
' a £ e , form a very elegant and 
'-greeable compofition. 

Virt. Tonic. 

Rep. Pcnvder — Extract — Tine- 
ture *—I>e co aion. 

Sut the bed form in which it can 
e given is the powder; for here 
^ 0,lftiruen t parts are in the mod 
Proportion. 

y> y ^RUVIANUS CORTEX 
*UBER: Red Peruvian Bark. 

* re d bark, as it is called, is 
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in much larger and thicker pieces 
than the common. Moll of the 
pieces are concave, though ngt 
roiled together like the quilled 
bark. They break fliort, like the 
bell common bark, and appear 
evidently compofed of three layers. 
The outer is thin, rugged, fre¬ 
quently covered with a mofly fub- 
ffance, and of a reddifh brown co¬ 
lour. The middle is thicker, more 
compaCt, and of a darker colour : 
it is very brittle and refinous. The 
innermofl layer is more woody and 
fibrous, and of a orighter red. In 
powdering this bark, the middle . 
layer, which feems to contain the 
greatefl proportion of refinous mat¬ 
ter, does not break fo readily as the 
reft : a circumflance to be attend¬ 
ed to, lefl the molt aCtive part fliould 
be left out of the fine powder. 

This red bark to the taffe difeo- 
vers all the peculiar flavour of the 
Peruvian bark, but much ftronger 
than the common officinal fort. 

With refpeft to medical proper¬ 
ties, from numerous and repeated 
trials it appears, that the red hark 
poffejfes the fame viriues with the com¬ 
mon, but in a much higher degree. 
A Angle half ounce of this has ra¬ 
dically cured an obffinate intermit¬ 
tent, where many ounces of the 
other Rind had either had no effect, 
or merely a temporary one. 

There have been lately difeovered 
in the province of Santa-Fe, four 
degrees and a half north of the 
equator, two kinds of the cin¬ 
chona, one of which appears to be 
the fame with the red bark of Peru} 
the other, one of the white fpecies, 
Thisjs a fortunate difeovery, as it 
points out a new ftore of this moft 
valuable medicine, when the ancient 
ones fhal! be exhauffed. 

PERIJVIANUS CORTEX 
FLAVUS : Yellow bark. 

This bark, lately introduced in¬ 
to praftice, is fuppofed to be a {pe¬ 
eks of cinchona, growing in the 
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interior parts of America, in a 
mountainous country, the fame as 
that defcribed.by Murray un¬ 
der the title of Cortex Chines — 
vel Chin chin a? regius — feu Cortex 
Chines Jlavus , ct which he gives 
the following defcnption. “ The 
bark conlifis.of flattifh pieces about 
the length of the huger, the breadth 
of the thumb, and a line in thiek- 
nefs. Its colour is yellowiib, in¬ 
clining to that of the mft of iron. 
It partakes more of the ferruginous 
colour on its external than on its 
internal fur face, owing to the clofe 
adheficn of the epidermis to the 
bark. Both in its frafture and on 
its furface, it appears fibrillbu-s, 
breaking fo eafily between the fin¬ 
gers that it may be rubbed into 
a yellow powder. In tade it is in¬ 
tensely bitter, with a flight degree 
of afiringency. 5 ’ 

This, like the Peruvian bark, 
gives out its virtues to water by in- 
fufion or deception ; to proof or 
rectified fpirit; and extracts may be 
made of it by the fame modes. Its 
virtues are the fame, but in a 
ftronger degree than either the com¬ 
mon or the red bark, and therefore 
equally efficacious in much fmaller 
doles It is applicable to the fame 
cafes as the others. Its dofe is from 
3 i'i to 3ij of 'the powder; and of 
the extract half the quantity will 
be fufiicient. 

PETROLEUM : Bitumen petro¬ 
leum Lin. S. N. Rock-oil [E.] 

This is a’general name for fundry 
liquid bitumens, or mineral oils, 
which fpontaneoully exude from 
the earth, or from clefts of rocks. 
Thefe oils are found in aim oft all 
countries, but in gfeated quantities 
in the warmer ones. Some are met 
with in different parts of England ; 
and many of our common bitumi¬ 
nous minerals, as pit-coal, &c. af¬ 
ford, on diftillation, oils not greatly 
different. 


The' fineft fort of this commodi¬ 
ty 'comes from the dutchv of Mo- 
den?, in Italy, where three different 
kinds ard found ; the befi is aiinoft 
as Clear, fluid, and tranfparent as 
water, of a highly penetrating, yet 
not difagreeable fmell, fomewhat 
like that of rectified oil of amber: 
the fecond fort is of a clear yellow 
colour, not fo fluid as the former, 
lefs penetrating, and partaking 
more of the oil of amber fmell : 
the third , or ivorjl , is of a blackifh 
red colour, of a thicker confid¬ 
ence, and more difagreeable than 
the two foregoing. The firft of 
thefe is very rarely met with in the 
fliops ; the fecond. mixed w ith a 
little of the third, and fome fub- 
tile oils, is ufuailv lent us inftead of 
it. Petroleum readily catcher fire, 
and, if’pure, burns entirely away : 
/ diftilled, it becomes fomewhat more 
pellucid than before (a fmr.lt quan¬ 
tity of vellowifti matter remaining) 
and lofes much of its natural fmell. 
It unites with the effential oils of 
vegetables, not at all with vinous 
fpirits. The finer forts are fo light 
as to fwim upon the mod highly 
rp&ified fpirit of wine. 

Petroleum is at pro lent very rare¬ 
ly employed as a medicine, though, 
if the finer kinds could be procured 
genuine., they fhouid feern to de- 
ferve fome notice : they # are more 
agreeable than the oil of amber, 
arid milder than that of turpentine ; 
of the virtues of both of which 
they participate. They are princi¬ 
pally recommended by authors for 
external purpofes, againflpains and 
aches in paralytic complaints , and for 
preventing chilblains. For thefe in¬ 
tentions, fome of the more com¬ 
mon mineral oils have been made 
ufe of with good fuccefs; an oil 
extracted from a kind of done-coal 
has been cried up aipong the com¬ 
mon people, under the name of 
Britifh oil, for rheumatic pains, See* 
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ev°n this is often counterfeited by 
a fniall portion of oil of amber add- 
e< l to the common exprefled oil. 

Med. Virt. Anodyne — Corro¬ 
borant. 

. PETROLEUM. BARBADEN- 
Barbadoes tar. 

This is thicker than the foregoing 
Petrolea, and nearly of the confift- 
e nce of common tar. It is of a 
re ddifh black colour, a difagreeable 
fatell, lefs pungent than the other 
forts. This bitumen is found in 
feveral of our American • iflands, 
tv here it is efteemed bv the inhabi¬ 
tants of great fervice as a fudorific , 
ai ‘d in diforders of the hreaji and 
lungs though, in cafes of this kind 
attended with inflammation, it is 
Certainly improper. They likewife 
a Pplv it externally as a difeutient, 
a -".d for preventing par al; tic diforders. 
Among us it is rarely ufed, and not 
°iten to be met with genuine. 

Med. Virt. Difeutient — Sudo- 

r fc. 

. PHTROSELINI vulgaris 

Jfftcn, radix : Apii petrofeiini Lin. 
^■P. Common parfiev ; the roots 
a »d feeds [L. E.J 

Phis plant is commonly culti¬ 
vated for culinary purpofes. The 
lee ds have an aromatic flavour, and 
are occafionallv made ufe of as car- 
natives, &c. The root of par- 
e y is one of the fiv-e aperient roots, 
in this intention is fometimes 
; naae an ingredient in ap.ozems and 
A ^ * e t-drinks : if liberally ufed, it is 
to occafton flatulencies, and 
hus, by diftending the vifeera, 
produces a contrary efre6l to that 
intended by it; the tafte of this 
3 T ot !s fofnewhat fweetilh,. with a 
• 'kht degree of warmth and aro- 
r°.-:tic flavour. They are faid to 


be 


a pencnt and diuretic ; and have 


e g ! ' 1 employed to relieve nephritic 
R^ as ’ an <l obftrudions of urine. 
T f bttdfed leaves have been ufed 
tf * u eccfsfu 11 y as a difeutient p;>ul- 
itt many forts of tumours. 


2Q5 

It is remarkable that faefc have 
been adduced, to prove, that par- 
fley, though fo frequently eaten, 
has in fome conftitutions'produced 
epilepfy, or at Raft aggravates T epi- 
leptic tits in thofe who are fubjeft 
to them. It has been fuppefed 
alfo to produce inflammation in 
the eyes. 

Med. Virt. Aperient — Aroma¬ 
tic — Difeutient. 

Pc*' : CEQAN f radix : Peucedani' 
officinalis ■ Lin. Hog’s-fcnnel, or fui- 
phur-wort; the root. 

This plant grows wild by the fea 
fhores, and in moift fliady places. 
The roots have a flrong difagree- 
able fmell, fomewhat refembling 
that of fulphureous folutions; ami 
an unctuous, fubacrid, bitterifh 
tafte. They are looked upon as 
Jlimxdating and attenuating, and fup- 
poled to promote ex pcs.oration and 
urine: the' exprefled juice was em¬ 
ployed by the ancients, as an er- 
rhiye in lethargic diforders. The 
prefen t. pra(Slice pays no regard to 
them in anv intention.' 

PIMPINEL.LAL SAXIFRAG JE 
radix. Bm net i'axifrage; the root [A, ^ 

Three forts of this plant are 
taken notice of by medical writers : 

1. Pinijins-la faxifraga major , 
umbelia Candida C. B. This is the 
fpecies celebrated by the German 
writers under the name of pinipind- 
la alba : it is not very common in 
tnis country, and therefore our mar- 

1 kets have been generally fupplied 
with the following. 

2. piaipineda faxifraga minor fo¬ 
lds fangv. if orb a Rail. Tragofelinum 
alter um map as Tour a. This is not 
unfrequently met with in dry paf- 
ture grounds. 

3. Pimpine.Ua. faxifraga minor 
C. B. folds diJfeEiis Rift. Oxon. 
This fort is the moft copimon in 
the fields about London : it grows 
taller than the others, but the leaves 
are ’lefs. 

All thefe plants feem to be pof- 
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fefled of the fame qualities, and to 
differ onlv in external appearance; 
and even in this their difference is 
fo inconfiderable, that Linnte is 
has joined them into one, under 
the general name of pimpinella. 

The roots of pimpinella have a 
grateful, warm, very pungent tafte, 
which is entirely extracted by rec¬ 
tified fpirit; in diflillation, the 
menftruum arifes, leaving all that 
it had taken up from the root, 
united into a pungent aromatic re 
fin. This root promifes, from its 
fenfible qualities, to be a medicine 
of confiderahle utility ; though lit¬ 
tle regarded in common practice. 
Stahl, Hoffmann, and other German 
phyficians, are extremely fond of 
it, and recommend it as an excel¬ 
lent JhmachiCy refolvcnt , detergent , 
diuretic , diaphoretic , and alexifluir- 
mac. They frequently gave it, and 
not without fuccefs, in fcorbutic 
and cutaneous diforders , foulnefs of 
the blood and juices , tumours and ob- 
flrudlions of the glands , and difeafes 
proceeding from a deficiency of the 
fluid fecretions in general. Boer- 
haave direCts the life of this medi¬ 
cine in aft In: attc and hydropic cafes , 
where the ftrongeft refolvents are 
indicated : the form he prefers is a 
watery infufion ; but the fpirituous 
tinCture poflefies the virtues of the 
root in much greater perfection. 

By feveral writers it is recom¬ 
mended as a ftomachic, and in 
all cafes where pituitous humours 
are thought to prevail, not only in 
afthmas and drop lies, but alfo in 
catarrhal coughs, hoarfenefs , and the 
angina fere,fa. Hoffman COXlfiders 
it as an excellent emmenagoguc. In 
the wav of gargle it has been em¬ 
ployed for diffolving vifeid mucus, 
and to Simulate the tongue when 
that organ becomes paralytic. In 
fubftance, a fcruple may be given 
for a dofe; in infufion, to two 
•drams. 


Med. Vi r t . Diaphoretic — Diu - 
'-etre — Antifcorbutic 

PIPER LONGUM Lin S. P. 
[£. £.] Long pepper. This is 
the fruit of a plant growing alfo 
in the Eafi Indies. It is of a 
cylindrical figure, about an inch 
and a half in length ; the external 
furface appears compofed of nume¬ 
rous minute grains difpofed round 
the fruit in a kind of fpiral direc¬ 
tion. 

All the peppers have a pungent 
fmeil, and a very hot biting tafte. 
The long fort, which is the hotted 
and ftrongeft, is moll frequently 
made ufe of for medicinal pur- 
pofes; the black, as being more 
grateful, for culinary ones; the 
white, which is the weakeft of the 
three, is rarely employed for either. 
The warmth and pungency of thefe 
fpices refides chiefly in their re- 
finous part; their aromatic odour 
in an efljntial oil. The genuine 
diftilled oil fmells ftrong of the 
pepper, but has very little acri¬ 
mony ; the remaining decoCtion, 
infpifl'ated, yields an extract con- 
fiderably pungent. A tinCture 
made in redified fpirit is extremely 
hot and fiery ; a few drops of it fet 
the mouth as it were in a flame. 

PIPER NIGRUM Liu. S. P. 
[ L. Black pepper. 

This fpecies of pepper grows 
fpontaneoufly in the Eaft Indies, 
but does not arrive at perfection 
without the aid of culture. It is cul¬ 
tivated with fuch fuccefs in Malac¬ 
ca, Java, and efpeciallyat Sumatra, 
that from thefe illands pepper is 
exported to every part of the world 
where a regular commerce has been 
eUabli/hed. The black pepper is 
gathered probably before it is fully 
ripe, and exficcated in the fun. The 
White Pepper is the ripe and 
perfeCt berries ftripped of their 
outward coats. For this purpote 
the berries are fteeped for about 
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a fortnight in water, till by fwelling 
their outward coverings burft, af¬ 
ter which they are eafilv feparated, 
au 'l the pepper is carefully dried in 
the fame manner as the former. 
° e pper which has fallen to the 
ground over-ripe, lofes its outer 
c °at, and is fold as an inferior 
white pepper. 

Black pepper is generally ufed 
as an aromatic, and frimulant, is 
warming to the fiomach, and heats 
the whole fyftem, though it has 
Been fuppofed to produce that ef- 
fcof in a lefs degree than any of the 
other aromatics. It has been fuc- 
cefsfully employed in fome cafes of 
Vf, rtigo, and in paralytic and ar¬ 
thritic diforders. Given in large 
Qofes, it has been found a remedy 
for in term ittents ; but its ufe in 
tuefe has, in fome inftances, intro¬ 
duced fatal confequences. 

Med. Virt. Highly aromatic and 
JPmulant . 

1 ‘IPER jAMAICENSE: Myr- 
tnz Pimenta Lin. S. P. [L. £.] Pi- 
roento, or Jamaica pepper. 

This is the produce of our own 
plant ations. It is the fruit of a 
|arg e tree growing fpontaneonfly 
1,1 the mountainous parts of Ja¬ 
maica, called by Sir Elans Sloane, 
fn .yrtus arborea, aromatica, folds lau - 
r P l ’s. The fmell of this fpice re¬ 
enables a mixture cf cinnamon, 
Ci oves, and nutmegs : its tafte ap¬ 
proaches to that of cloves, or a 
ft uxture of the three foregoing ; 
whence it has received the name of 
a P-fpic e . The ill ops have been for 
o^rie time accuftomed to employ 
1 16 aromatic as a fuccedaneum to 
more coftly fpices, and from 
Bern it has been introduced into 
011 r tjofpitals. It yields a large 
hoantity of a pleafant elTential oil, 
J?’ .ich finks in water. To rectified 
pint it imparts by maceration and 
^’§ e ftion the whole of its virtue, 
ut little or nothing by dijlillation. 


Pimento can fcarcely be confidered 
as a medicine : it is however an a- 
greeable aromatic, not unfrequently 
employed with feveral drugs re¬ 
quiring fuch a grateful adjunct. 

Med. Virt. Aromatic . 

Prep. Dijlilled Water — Spirit 
— EJfcntial Oil. 

PIPER INDICUM [L. £.] 
Capjicum annuum Lin. S. P. Guinea 
pepper, or capficum ; the fruit. 

This is an annual plant culti¬ 
vated in our gardens •, it ripens its 
red pods in September or Oftober. 
The tape of capficum is extremely 
pungent and acrimonious, fetting 
the mouth as it were on fire. It 
has been chiefly employed for culi¬ 
nary purpofes, but lately adopted 
as a medicine ; and in the climates 
of which it is a native, we are told 
that a free ufe of it is a falutary 
praAi.ce, being found to Jlrengthen 
the fomach, ajjlfi digeftlon , and cor* 
reel the putrefeent colliquation of the 
humors, to common in hot climates. 
As an aromatic of the mod acrid 
and fiimulant kind, it certainly 
may be found efficacious in fome 
paralytic and gouty cafes, or to 
promote excitement, where the bo¬ 
dily organs are languid and torpid. 

Dr. Mackitrick directs it to be 
given to the extent of fix or eight 
grains, under the form of pills, or 
of tincture, made by infufing half 
an ounce in a pound of rectified 
fpitit, and giving'this from one to 
three drams, diluted, for a dofe. It 
has been fuccefsfully exhibited in 
cynanche maligna , and in what the 
do ft or calls cachexia africana, which 
he confiders as the rnoft frequent 
and' fatal predifpofidons to difeafe 
among Negroes. 

In inveterate intermit tents, Ber- 
gius gave the feeds of capficum 
with great fuccefs in the following 
manner :—To fix grains of Indian 
pepper he added two fcruples of 
bayberries, which he divided into 
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three parts, one of which was taken 
in the beginning of the fir ft fhiver- 
ing fit, the fecond the day after at 
the fame hour, and the third, dofe 
on the third day. 

What vv.e call the Cayenne pep¬ 
per, mow much ufed at our tables, 
is the fruit of the Bird-pepper, the 
capficum bacesium of Linnaeus, and 
differs not materially from that 
above defcribcd. 

IViED. Virt. Strongly Stimulant. 

Prep. 7 inet it re — t ovoder. 

PIX LIQUID A : P inns flvrfris, 
Lin. [L. A.]'Tar ; a thick, black, 
un&uous fubnance, obtained from 
old pines and fir-trees, by burning 
them with a clofe i mother mg. heat. 
It differs from the native red nous 
juice of the trees ia having received 
a ciifagreeabie inrpreflon from .-the 
fire, and containing a portion of. 
the faline and other juices united 
with the red nous and oily ; by the 
mediation of the fe, a part of the 
terebinthinate oil proves dliTolubie 
in aqueous liquors, which exti <f.t 
little or nothing from the purer t er¬ 
pentines. Water impregnated with 
the more foluble parts of .tar, proves, 
in confequence of tin’s hot-pungent 
oil, warm and fnrmhatihg. It fen- 
fibly ra'ifes the pujfe and quickens ti e. 
circulation. By thefe qualities,, in. 
cold languid phlegmatic habits, it 
Jlrengthevs the jo lids, attenuates vifehl 
juices, opens cbji ructions of the minuter 
•vrjjels , and promotes perfpiraiion ‘a ad 
the fmid (cere tions hi general ; W hi- ft 
in hot bilious temperaments, itidif- 
pofes to inflammation, and aggra¬ 
vates the complaints wi ich it. has. 
been employed to remove. 

Tar is properly an empyrehrrra- 
tic oil of turpentine, and has been 
ufed as. a medicine both internally 
and externally. Water impregnated 
with the more folubie parts of tar 
in the following manner—■“ To two 
pounds of. tar add one gallon of 
water,, and let them be weii ftirred to? 
gether, then fuffer them to fettle for 


two days, and afterwards pouroffthe 
clear liquor—was called tar-water, of 
which from a pint to a quart was 
drank in the courfe of twenty-four 
hours. This was a popular reme¬ 
dy in many difeafes both acute and 
chronic ; in fmall-pox, fourty-ulcers, 
fijluias , rheumatifm, aft bract, coughs , 
cutaneous complaints , See. And though 
its medicinal effects were greatly 
exaggerated by Bihiop Berkely, Pri¬ 
or, and others, yet Dr. Cullen 
oonfeffts that. he'found in many 
Gafts.the preparation a valuable me¬ 
dicine, and that it appeared 'to 
frc'igfhen the tone of the jiomach , to 
excite appetite,,promote digeftinn , and 
to cure allfymptoms of dyfpepfj/'. At 
the fame time it manifeftly pro¬ 
motes the excretions, particularly 
that of Urine — from all which iris 
obvious that this medicine may be 
highly ufeful in manydifeafes of the 
fyiiem. Externally the tar-oint¬ 
ment has been fnccefsfully ufed in 
many cutaneous complaints. 

Dr. Cullen mentions a cafe of 
a lepra ichthyofs cured by an -oint¬ 
ment made by baiting a leg of mut¬ 
ton, whilft roafting, with tar, and 
mixing the gravy procured by run¬ 
ning a fftewer into the mutton dur¬ 
ing the procefs, with the tar. This 
was rubbed all over the body for 
three or leur nights fucceftively, 
whilft the fame body-linen was 
worn all the time; and this is al¬ 
leged to be a remedy in feveral 
cafes of lepra. 

Med. Vi r. t. Stimulant — Atic- 
nuaut. 

Prxp. Tar-nvater — Ointment? 

FIX BURGUNDICA [L. IC.) 
Burgundy pitch. This is - of a fo- 
iid confidence, yet. fomewhat loft, 
of a reddifh brown colour, and 
more agreeable in froell than 
the foregoing. Geoffrey relates, 
that it. is compofed of gallipot (a 
folid whitifh refin which feparates 
from fame of the tcfeUtithinre as. 
they run from the tree) melted with 
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fomrnon turpentine and a little of 
l ts diftilled oil. Dale informs us, 
*om the relation of a gentleman 
''ko law the preparation of this 
c °rnrnodity in Saxony (whence we 
? re chiefly ftippUed with it), that it 
J n ° more than the common turpen- 
‘ n £,^piled a little. 

-this is chiefly employed forex* 
y 1 c P a l tiles in inveterate coughs, af- 
ft ions of the lungs and other inter - 
£ Com plaints. Flatters of this re- 
Q lri ‘ by acting as a topical ftimulant, 
frequently found of confidera- 
l^fvice. In fome cafes it ex* 
es even vefications; but in ge- 
tu ra Produces only rednefs upon 
^. e parts to which it is applied, 
,, ,. a a flight degree of moilture ex- 

itj s from *<£>• 

- Ed. Virt. Gently warming. 

NTAGINTS LATIFOLI/E 

£; ta> f'wen : Plantar inn major is 
C-S-] Common broad-leaved 
^'fne, called feptinervia , from 
*ibs laVin ? I eve h larg e nerves or 
bar runn * n g along each leaf; the 
“ r °w-leaved fort has only five 


*ib s 


*ier, 

MS 


> and hence is named 


quinquc- 


' VlC1 ' They are both common in 


l ea ^ J ’ a hd by road-fides. The 
fc Cl ^ S a,e fightly afiringent, and the 
i\ A -l/ aiei t0 be fo ; and hence they 
re commended in hemorrhages, 
tflis ca fes where medicines of 
are proper. The leaves, 


are the ufual appli- 


a , |istle ’ 

or the common people to 
for es wounds, and cutaneous 

*fbl > A Jjtl>! 'l cal complaints, J'pitting 
nlvi u ^ ’ a,u * in wious fluxes, both 

be etl ' _ a . nc l haemorrhagic, they have 
bett er l though the feeds feem 
Gjfgff 3 a Pted to relieve pulmonary 
Wp* becaufe they are more 
lo jj e a § ln °us. The roots have al- 
°f tcrr lecornmen ded for the cure 
Q r lnt crmittents. An ounce 

fain e 0 VI e ex prefled juice, or the 
Play K \ uant «y a ftrong infufion, 

exhibited for a dole. Iu 


agues the dofe fliould be doubled, 
and given at the commencement of 
the fit. Plantane has been alleged 
to be a cure for the bite of the rattle- 
fiake ; but for this there is proba¬ 
bly very little foundation, although, 
it is one of the principal ingre¬ 
dients in the remedy of the negro 
Caefar, for the difcovery of which 
he received a confiderabie reward 
from the Aflembly of South Caroli¬ 
na. 

Med. VlRT. Afiringent. 
PLUMBUM [L.] Lead. 

This is the heavieft of the metals 
except gold. It melts in a mode¬ 
rate heat, and, if kept in fufion, is 
foon converted partly into fume 
and partly into an afh-coloured calx 
(plumbum uftum) ; this, e.vpofed to a 
wronger fire, in Inch a manner that 
the flame may piay upon its fur face, 
becomes firil yellow, and after¬ 
wards of a deep red (minium or 
red lead); if in this procefs the fire 
be fuddenly raifed to a confiderabie 
height, the calx*melts, aflitmes the 
appearance of oil, and on cooling 
forms a foft leafy fubftance of a 
yellowifh or reddifa colour (li¬ 
tharge). The proper menftruum of 
this metal is aquafortis ; the vege¬ 
table acids likewife difl'olve it, but 
in very finall quantity ; a quart of 
diftilled vinegar will not take up a 
dram. Expofed to the fteam of vi¬ 
negar, it is by degrees corroded in¬ 
to a white powder ( cencffe ), which is 
confiderably more eafy of folu- 
tion. The calces of lead difl'olve, 
by heat, in exprefled oils; thefe 
mixtures are the bails of feverai of¬ 
ficinal plafters and unguents. Crys¬ 
tals of this metal made with diftiil- 
ed vinegar (called, from their 
fweetifh tafte, fugar of lead), and a 
tin&ure drawn from thefe and green 
vitriol, are likevUfe kept in tue 
Hi ops. 

Preparations of lead, given in¬ 
ternally, are fuppoled to incraflate 
the fluids, abate inflammations, and 
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reft rain venereal difeafes. The fu- 
gar is a ftrong aftringent, and has 
been ufed, it is faid, with fuccefs, 
in haemorrhages, the fluor albus, 
feminal gleets, &c. The tin&ure 
is recommended for the like pur- 
pofes ; and for checking immode¬ 
rate fweats in phthifical cafes. The 
internal ufe of this metal is neverthe- 
lefs full of danger, and ought ne¬ 
ver to be ventured upon unlefs in 
defperate cafes, after other medi¬ 
cines have been employed without 
taking effeCt : it often occalions 
violent colics ; and though it fhould 
not prove immediately hurtful, its 
ill confequences are fure, though 
flow : tremors, fpafms, or lingering 
tabes, too frequently follow, 

Mr. Goulard, a furgeon of 
Montpellier, wrote a treatife, fome 
few years ago, profeffedly on the 
external ufe of lead, which has 
been the means of greatly extend¬ 
ing the ufe of it. The bafis of his 
preparations is what he calls the 
extraft of lead, which is a folution 
of litharge in ftromg vinegar, by 
boiling it gently to the confiftence 
of a thin fvrup, and, after it has 
flood to fettle, the clear part is to 
be poured off for ufe. A fmall 
portion of this, diluted in a large 
quantity of foft water, makes his 
tvegeto-mineral water, which is em¬ 
ployed as a lotion or fotus, or boiled 
with bread to make a cataplafni. The 
extract is likewife combined with 
unguentous matters into a variety 
of forms. Thefe preparations have 
been found of great utility in va¬ 
rious cafes of inflammation, particu¬ 
larly of the eryjipelatous kind, and in 
thofe in confequence of burns and 
fluids. Their application has not, 
in the opinion of moft praftitio- 
ners, been obferved to produce any 
of thole affeCtions of the nervous 
lyftem, which characferife the poi- 
fonous effects of lead taken inter¬ 
nally. 

Notwithftanding much has been 


faid againft the internal ufe of 
lead, particularly by Sir George 
Baker in the London Medical Ob- 
fervations, and in the hands of ig¬ 
norance it certainly may be conli- 
dertd as a very dangerous medicine, 
nay, in fact, a poifon, occafioning 
colics, contracted limbs, tremors 
palfies, kc.; ftil), employed by the 
prudent and Ikilful, it is a moft 
ufeful medicine, as an aftringent and 
refrigerant, and antifpafuoJ'c, and 
never produces any bad effects if 
coupled with opium, and a purga¬ 
tive be given every fecond or third 
day. However, if it does not prove 
efficacious in a fhort time, its ufe 
fhould be delifted from. 

Med. Virt. Aftringent — Anti- 
ftp afmo die — Refrigerant. 

Prep. Aq. litharg. acctat.—Cr 
ruffa acetata- 

POLTPODII radix: Polypoid 
vulgaris Lin. Polypody ; the root* 

Polypody is a capillary plan 1 * 
growing upon old walls, the trunk* 
of decayed trees, &c. That found 

upon the oak is generally preferred* 

though not fenlibly different frortj 
the others. The roots are long and 
{lender, of a. reddifti-brown colq l,f 
on the oiitfide, greenHh within 
full of fmall tubercles, which ai' e 
relembled to the feet of an infe<ft ’ 
whence the name of the plant. 
tafte of thefe roots is fweetifli ai 1(i 
naufeous. 

Polypody has been employed i{l 
medicine for many ages; neverth e ' 
lef’s its virtues remain as yet to b e 
determined. The ancients held 1 
to be a powerful purger of melanin 
lie humours ; by degrees, it came 
be looked upon as an evacuator 
all humours in general: at lengt' 1 | 
was fuppofed only to gently loofen if 
belly ; and afterwards even this 
lity was denied it: fucceeding P^), 
ficians declared if to be aftring^ n ' 
of this number is Boerhaave, 
efteems it moderately Jlyptic, and {, f^ 
tifeorbutic. For our own part, 
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^ v e had no direct experience of 
• nor is it employed in practice. 
C J. s probable that (as Juncker fup- 
j es ) the frcjb root may loofcn the 
e a nd that it has not this effect 
When dry. 

‘Med. Virt. Laxative. 
POPULI NIGRJE gemma :Po- 
- 1 n jgra Lin. The black pop- 
its buds. 


la 


^ he black poplar is a large tree, 
,Q ^'ing wild in watery places ; it 
eafily raifed, and very quick of 


growth. The young buds or ru- 
imerits of the leaves, which ap- 
ar J n the beginning of fpring, 
°und with a yellow, unftuous, 
to 0 , rous j u R e - They have hither- 
. been employed chiefly in an 
ntrnent, which received its name 
t them ; though they are cer- 
0 V'v capable of being applied to 
purpofes. A tindture ofthem 
e lo rectified fpirit, yields, upon 
f lI, 8 infpiflated, a fragrant refin 
f perioj- to many Q f thole brought 

tro ^ abroad. 

ed. Virt. Aromatic. 

Jh e radix: Alhi porri Lin. 

of e cs 5 the root. This participates 
■^.l. ? e virtues of garlick, from 
Iri lc h it differs chiefly in being 

c h weaker. 


P °RTULAC& fernen : Portu- 

'CP ^ 


^&Ccp 

i^^°‘ eracea Lin. Purflane; the 

f 0r 1Is .herb is cultivated in gardens 
ranVj inar y u fes. The feeds are 
a Ilt j , et air >ong the lefle,r cold feeds, 
in P 13Ve foretimes been employed 
and the like, along 
jthe others of that clafs. 

p RmELLl ,f ?r a % 11 

Vulcr T . jolia : i rundue 

4.’. . n ' Self-heal; the leaves. 
dow s 1S ^ ant grows wild in mea- 
Prnu. 3n< ^ P a Aure-grounds, and 
flower^i t ! lick fp’ kes °f purplifh 
.fu^er' Urin S tke latter part of the 
r° Uo L;I* -ft lias an herbaceous 
* e Com 1 ta ^ e: an< f hence (lands 
^intended in hemorrhages and 


alvine fluxes ; it has been princi¬ 
pally celebrated as a vulnerary , 
whence its name ; and in gargarifihs 
for aphtha and inflammations of the 
fauces. 

Med. Virt. Attenuant — Deter¬ 
gent. 

PRUNUS GALLIC A : Primus 
dmeftica Lin. French or com¬ 
mon prunes [L. E.~\ This is the 
plum called by our gardeners the 
little black damalk plum. 

The medical effedls of the com¬ 
mon prunes are, to abate heat , and 
gently loofen the belly; which they 
perform by lubricating the paflage, 
and fattening the excrement. They 
are of cenflderahle fervice in cojiive- 
nefs accompanied with heat or irrita¬ 
tion., which the more flimulating ca¬ 
thartics would tend to aggravate. 
Where prunes are not of them- 
felves fuffieient, their effects may 
be promoted by joining with them 
a little rhubarb or the like: to 
which may be added fome carmina¬ 
tive ingredient, to prevent their oc- 
cafioning flatulencies. Prunelloes 
have fcarce any laxative quality : 
thefe are mild grateful refrigerants, 
and, by being occafionally kept in 
the mouth, ufefully allay the third: 
of hydropic perfons. 

Ail our garden plums are eaten 
at table ; and when fuffit iently ripe, 
and taken in a moderate quantity, 
prove a pleafant and whblefome 
food ; but in the immature ftate 
they are more liable to produce co¬ 
licky pains, diarrhoea, or cholera, 
than any other fruit of this clafs. 
Medicinally, they are emollient, 
cooling, and laxative, efpecially the 
French prunes which are imported 
here in their dried ftate from Mar- 
feilles. 

Med. Virt. Cooling—Aperi¬ 
ent. 

PRUNUS SYLVESTRIS: Pru- 
ni fpinofa Lin. S. P. Sloes ; the 
fruit of the common black, thorn, 
or floe-bufli [Z,. i?.] 

P % 
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Thefehave a very rough, auftere 
tafle, efpecially before they have 
been mellowed by frofts. The juice 
of the unripe fruit, infpiffated to a 
proper confidence, is called acacia 
Germanica , and ufually fold in the 
fhops for the true Egyptian acacia. 
It is equally ajtringent with the Egyp¬ 
tian fort, but has more of a fharp 
or tartifh tafle, without any thing 
of the fweetifh relifh of the other. 

Sloes have been recommended in 
diarrhoeas, bcemorrhageous ajfcciions, 
and as gargles, in tumefactions of the 
tonfls and uvula —they are confi- 
dered as the mod powerful of the 
fruclus acerbi ; and have often been 
found an agreeable aflrindent by Dr. 
Cu L lex.-— The flowers, with their 
Calyces, are moderately purgative; 
and for this purpofe an ounce in- 
fufed in a lufficient quantity of wa¬ 
ter, or whey, was experienced to be 
a pleafant and ufeful laxative. The 
powdered bark in doles of a dram is 
laid to cure the ague.. The tender 
leaves dried are fometimes ufed as a 
fubftitute for tea, and the bed that 
has been yet ufed. Letters written 
upon linen or woollen with the 
juice of this fruit will not wadi 
out. 

Med.Virt. Afiringcnt. 

Prep. Infpf'ated juice — Con - 

PSTI.LlI femen: Plant agin: s Pfyl- 
Ui Lin. Fleawort; the feeds. 

This is a fort of plantane, grow¬ 
ing wild in the warmer climates, 
and fometimes met within our gar¬ 
dens. It differs frpm the common 
piantanes in havingitsdalks branch¬ 
ed, with leaves upon them ; hence 
it is named by Ray plantago cauli- 
ferct. The feeds have been ufually 
brought from the fouth of France; 
they are imail, but fuppofed to re- 
femble in fhape a flea, whence the 
Englilh name of the plant. Thefe 
feeds have a naufeous, mucilagi¬ 
nous tafle : boiled in water, thev 
yield a conuderabie quantity of mu¬ 


cilage, which is fometimes made 
ufe of in emollient glyfters and the 
like. Alpinus relates, that among 
the Egyptians this mucilage is given 
in ardent fevers , and that it gene¬ 
rally either loofens the belly or pro¬ 
motes fweat. 

Med. Virt. Emollient — Laxa¬ 
tive. 

PTARMICjE radix: Achillea 
Ptarmicm Lin . Sneezewort, or baf- 
tard pellitory ; the root. 

This grows wild upon heaths and 
in moift Ihady places; the flowers, 
which are of a white colour, come 
forth in June and July. The roots 
have an acrid lmell, and a hot bit¬ 
ing tafle. Chewed they oecafon a 
plentiful dif charge of faliVa ; and, 
when powdered and fnuffed up the 
nofe, provoke fncezing. Thefe are 
the only intention's to which they 
have been ufually applied. 

Med. Virt. Errhine — Stimu¬ 
lant. 1 

PULEG 1 I folia : Men thee pule- 
gii Lin. S. P. Pennyroyal; the 
leaves [ L. E •] 

This plant grows fpontaneoufly 
in feveral parts of England upon 
moift commons, and in watery 
places; trailing upon the ground* 
and ftriking roots at the joints* 
Our markets have been for form* 
time fupplied with a garden ferb 
which is larger than the other, and 
grows upright. + 

Pennyroyal is a warm, pungyn- 
herb, of the aromatic kind, limfl ar 
to mint, but more acrid and ! e y; 
agreeable. It has long been he- 
in great efteem, and not undeferv 
edlv, as an aperient and deobfiruf^ 
particularly in hvjleric co>nplai nt5f 
' and fupprffons of the uterine P“ r if 
tions. For thefe purposes, the 
Hilled water is generally made u 
of, or, what is of equal efficacy, a 
infulion of the leaves. It is 0 
fervaole, that botn water and r-G 
fled fpirit extract the virtues of t 
herb by infulion, and Jikewlfl- e v 
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j^ e greateft part of them in diftil- 

f penny-royal certainly pof- 
, s the properties of the other 
^ ‘nts; it is fuppofed, however, to 
* e fs efficacious as a ftomachic, 
u t more ufeful as a carminative and 
^Menagogue. Boyle and others tell 
j ® tuat it has been fuccefsfully ufed 
tbe hooping cough ; but the great 
e for which it has been long era¬ 
sed is promoting the u ter me eva- 
CU( ttions. Haller recommends an 
»«fion of the herb with fteel in 
^ tit e w j ne> this intention, 

ttch he never knew fail of fuc- 
.5 though Cullen is of opi- 

»/ 0 ° n t * 1at mint * s m ever y re f*p e< ^ a 

ir 0 y C ] c ff e Mual remedy than penny- 

^Ied. Virt. Aromatic — Emme- 
X°Z*e. 

^ im P^^ ater ~ Spirit—pf- 

fplia ; 
Harts penny- 


__ oil. ( 

tfVLEQII. CERFINI 
v£‘ 5 the leaves. 


tiot ^ 1S ^P ec ^ es ’ s met with, though 
is f Ver > °ften, in our gardens. It 
mo °'^ewhat ftronger, yet rather 
k ’,' e a greeable, than the foregoing 
£»> taffe and fmell. 

J u esatilla nigricans, 

pratofs Lin. [jS".] Mea- 
a r a nemone or Pafque flower : 
‘Pecies ‘ 


fe 


’t'blii 


of anemone, much re- 


b\j t "C ln E the pulfatilla vulgaris: 
dower is Iefs, and of a 

d'Uth r f 1Ue * ^ IS a nat i ve °f the 
b 0l , • °f Germany,and other neigh- 
A ^g Countries. 

d er , . the anemones have a confi- 
tffi s ,- e degree of acrimony ; but 
fhare CtI ! ls to poflefs the largeft. 
c hew ’ ;H le vv hole plant, when 
af} la ec b imprefics the tongue with 
r° ot [P’ burning, durable taffe ; the 
On tliau the other parts, 

the p 1 1:1 “ig the plant with water, 
& 0 J u °r which comes over is 
0 y impregnated with its vir¬ 


tues ; and the remaining extradl is 
alfo confiderably active. 

Dr. Stoerck of Vienna, from nu¬ 
merous trials, celebrates its efficacy 
in various chronic dif cafes of the eye , 
particularly amaurofis, cataract, 
opacity of the cornea, proceeding 
from various caufes; in venereal 
nodes and nodiurnal pains; hi foul 
ulcers with caries ; in ferpigo ; J'up- 
prejfed menfes ; indurated glands ; 
melancholy, and palfy. Many Ger¬ 
man phyficians have tried with fuc- 
cefs the effects of this medicine in 
difeafes of the eyes ; whilft others 
fpeak of' its inefficacy, though 
the plant was tried in dofes con¬ 
fiderably beyond what Stoerck 
had recommended: notwithftanding 
which, Dr. Cullen ftill advifes it to 
be ufed, particularly in that difeafe 
fo frequently otherwife incurable, 
the amaurofis. 

The dofe of the diftilled water is 
half an ounce twice a day ; of the 
extract, reduced to a powder with 
fugar, five or fix grams. 

Med. Virt. Emetic — Diuretic- 
Cathartic, 

Prep. Powder — Dfllcd-watcr— 
Extracl. 

PYRETHRI radix : Anthcmis 
Pyrethri Lin. S. P. Pellilory of 
Spain ; the root [L. JE.] 

This plant, though a native of 
the warm climates, bears the ordi¬ 
nary winters' of this; and often 
flowers fucceffively from Chrift- 
mas to May. The roots alfo grow 
larger with us than thofe with which 
the fhops are ufually fupplied from 
abroad. 

Pellitory root has no fenfible 
fmell ; its taffe is very hot and 
aciid, but lefs fo than that of arum 
or dracunculus: the juice exprefled 
from it has feapee any acrimony, 
nor is the root itfelf fo pungent, 
when frefb, as utter it has been 
dried. Water, affifted by heat, 
extracts foine fliareof its taffe; reo 
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tified fpirit the whole: neither of 
them elevates any thing in diftilla- 
tion. The principal ufe of pyre- 
thrum in the prefent practice is as a 
mafticatory , for promoting the faiival 
jinx, and evacuating vifeid humours 
from the head and neighbouring parts. 
By thefe means it often relieves the 
tooth-ach , J'ome hinds of pains o f the 
head, rheumatic complaints of the face, 
lethargic complaints , and pa> alyjis of 
the tongue. 

Med. VlRT. Stimulant — Aromatic. 

QUASSIA *. Quajjia amara Lin. 
S. P. QuafTy; wood, root, and 
bark. [L. E.] 

The root of a tree growing 
in Surinam, which is as thick 
as a man’s arm. Its wood is 
whitifh, hard, folid, and tough, be¬ 
coming yellowith on exposure to 
the air. It is taken both from the 
trunk and branches cut tranfverfe- 
ly ; it is marked with parallel ca¬ 
pillary rays, from the centre‘to the 
circumference, and many hollowed 
points fpread over the whole dife; 
it is covered with a thin bark of a 
pale white, eafily feparated; often 
fpotted with black—lightilh and 
brittle. The thicker the pieces, the 
more compact the wood, though 
light for its fize ; the lighter inter¬ 
nally the more bitter. It is not un- 
ufual to fee fpots or ffripes afh- 
coloured, brown, or even of a deep 
blue or black, in different parts of 
the furface; where this unufual 
colour defeends deep, the wood is 
almoft infipid and foft, whence 
fome corruption may he fufpe&ed. 
The wood of the trunk is to be pre¬ 
ferred to that of the branches; and 
that of the root, which is (aid to be 
of a deeper colour, to that of the 
trunk. The thicker pieces arealways 
to be preferred to the fmaller. Quafiy 
has no fenfible fmell; its tafte is that 
of a pure bitter, without aftrin- 
gency, and not naufeous; more in- 


tenfe and durable than that of al- 
mofl any known fubftance. R 
communicates its bitter to watery 
infufions and decoctions; and its 
fpirituous tinctures are all equally 
bitter, of a pale yellow hue, which 
is not blackened by the addition of 
martial vitriol. 

The flowers are ufed by the na¬ 
tives, and looked upon by them as 
an excellent Jlomachic. The root was 
a fecret remedy ufed by a negro, 
named Quafii, in the fatal fevers of 
that country, from whom it was 
purchafed by Daniel Rolander, a 
Swede,who returned in 1756. Acon- 
hrmation of its medical powers ap¬ 
pears in a letter from Mr. Farley, * 
practitioner in Antigua, printed in 
the Phil. Tranfact. vol. LVUI. He 
found it remarkably efficacious in ftfp’ 
pr(fling vomitings , flopping a tendenfl 
to putrefaction, and removing fevers* 
It may be ufed in infufion or ex- 
tra6t; the latter, made into pills, on 
account of the intenfe bitternefs of 
the drug, is preferable for delicate 
ftomachs. 

It is by modern practitioners ef- 
teemed to pofiefs tonic, Jlomachic-, 
and antifleptic powers, and there¬ 
fore employed in lofs of tone , ano¬ 
rexia hypocho ndriafls, epidemic intef- 
mittents , and remittent fevers. ^ 
has alfo been found effectual f°i* 
producing appetite, afflftivg d : gefltoth 
expelling flatulency, and removing hfl 
bitual cojlivenefs , produced f orn de<> 1 ' 
lily of the inteflincs, and common to lf 
fe dent ary life. 

Med. Virt. Stomachic and Ton'd- 

Prep. ExtraH. 

Its dofe—3j. of the rafped roo £ 
infufed in ffcj of cold water f 0,r 
24 hours ; or in boiling 'water 
an hour; from J-j to f\v given 
veral times a day. 

QUERCUS cortex : Querent r0 
bur Lin. S. P. Oak-tree ; the bar* 
[E. L.] k 

The aftringent effects of the oa 
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M ! ere Sufficiently known to the an- 
^cnts, by whom different parts of 
!*■ Wer e ufed: but the bark only 
ls n °w appropriated to medicinal 
Purpoles. They manifeft a tafte of 
r .° n g aftringency, accompanied 
a moderate hitternefs, quali- 
‘ es extracted both bv water and 
joined Spirit. From thefe quali- 
l£ s it has been recommended in 
a £Ues, for reftraining haemorrhages, 
Vj ue fluxes, and other immoderate 
^ Vac uations, A deco&ion or it has 
'. een ufed as a fomentation in pro- 
^dentia recti et uteri; in flight 
^Refactions of the mucous mem- 
r ane of the fauces, in prolapfus 

ivh' ’ and c y nanche tonfijlaris, to 
Rch fome people are liable upon 
ne leaft expofure to cold. Gargles 
i ade of this bark have been em- 
| °>'ed with advantage; and in ma- 
y cafes thefe, early applied, have 
Ppeared ufeful in preventing thofe 
orders : but, perhaps, they are 
. n dered more efficacious by add- 
, § a. fmall portion of alum to 
^ e R. This bark has been fuppofed 
‘h * 0rne to be not ^ e ^" s e fli cac ’ ous 

j the Peruvian bark, efpecially 
p j. e form ofextraft; but this is' 
' ^ved by a very few, if any at 
P e ^ en t, though it is not doubted 
that the bark may have the 
^ Tu r cutan g fome intermittents. 

* £ t>. \ irt. Strongly aflringent. 

J Extras. 

fPPRCUS MARINA: Fucus 
Lin. Sea-Wrack or Sea- 
: a foft, very flippery, marine 
are nt ’ common upon rocks that 
the 1 ^ dr y at t ^ ie £ bb f He; with 
„ eaves Somewhat refembling in 
ftal^ e °f the oak tree ; the 

tp* 8 ru nning along the middle of 
t er e . aves » and terminated by wa- 
or ^ ^ladders containing either air 
p p a . Ppety fluid. The veficles 
-® ltl 111 March to fill with a thin 


juice; and about the end of Julv 
they burft, and difcharge a matter 
as thick as honey. 

Dr. Ruflel relates, that he found 
this plant an ufeful afliftant to fea- 
water in the cu>c of difjrders of the 
glands: that he gave it in powder 
to the quantity of a dram, and that 
in large dofes it naufeated the tlo- 
mach : that.by burning in the open 
air it was reduced into a black fa- 
line; powder * ; which Seemed, as an 
internal medicine, greatly to excel 
the officinal burnt Sponge; which 
was ufed with benefit, as a denti¬ 
frice , for correffin'r laxities of . the 
gums: that the juice of the vefi¬ 
cles, after Standing to putrefy,yields, 
on evaporation, an acrid pungent 
fait, amounting to about a Scruple 
from two Spoonfuls; that the pu¬ 
trefied juice, applied to the /kin, Jinks 
in immediately , excites a flight fenfc 
of pungency, mid deterges like a Jelu¬ 
tion of floap : that one of the brfl ap¬ 
plications for difeufling hardnefs, par¬ 
ticularly in the decline o f glandular 
fuellings, is a mixture, of two founds 
of the juicy <v flicks, gathered in July,, 
with a quart of flea-water , kept in a 
glafs nteffelfor ten or twelve days , till 
the liquor comes near to the conftflence 
of very thin honey. The parts affedted 
are to be rubbed with the ftrained 
liquor twice or thrice a day, and 
afte rwards wafhed clean with fea- 
vvater. 

Med. Virt. Aflringent — De¬ 
terment. 

£> 

RAPHANI RUSTICANI ra¬ 
dix : Cochlear he A- moracice Lin. 
S. P. Horfe-radiih; the root 
IL.E.] 

This plant is Sometimes found 
wild about river-fides, and other 
moift places; for medicinal and 
culinary ufes, it is cultivated in 
gardens. It flowers in June, but 


* /EUnops vegetabilis D. Ruffel, 
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rarely perfects its feeds in this 
country. Horfe-radilh root has a 
guick pungent fmell, and a pene¬ 
trating acrid tafte ; it neverthelefs 
contains in certain veflels a fvveet 
juice, which fometimes exudes up¬ 
on the furface. By drying, it lofes 
all its acrimony, becoming firft 
fweetifh, and afterwards almoft in- 
fipid. It kept in a cool place, co¬ 
vered with land, it retains its quali¬ 
ties for a considerable time. The 
medical effefts of this root are to 
Himulate the folids i attenuate, the jui¬ 
ces , and promote the fluid ferret ions. It 
feems to extend its aftiou through 
the whole habit, and aiFeft the mi- 
nuteft glands. It has frequently 
done fervice in fome kinds cl fcur- 
vies and other chronic diforders 
proceeding from a vifcidity of the 
juices, or obifruclions of the ex¬ 
cretory du£ts. Sydenham recom¬ 
mends it likewife in dropfies, par¬ 
ticularly thofe which fometimes 
follow intermittent fevers. Both 
water and rectified fpirit extract 
the virtues of this root by infufion, 
and elevate them in dill illation. 
Along with the aqueous fluid, an 
eflential oil arifes, pofleffing the 
whole taffe and pungency of the 
horfe-radiih. 

The root of this plant is only 
employed, and proves a powerful 
fiitnulant, whether ufed externally, 
or internally ; in the former mode, 
it readily inflames the fkin, and may 
be employed with advantage in 
palfy and rheymatifm ; but mould 
Its application be long continued, 
it produces bliiiers. Internally 
taken, it may be fb managed as to 
cure hoarfenefs ; take one dram pf 
the root frefh, feraped down ; to 
which add four ounces of boiling 
water in a giafs vefiel clofely flop¬ 
ped; and let it infufe for two hours; 
then add double its weight of fugar, 
to form a fyrup. A tea-fpoonrul 
pr two of this fyrup fwallowed 


gradually, at leaft repeated tVyo or 
three times, will often very fud- 
denly give effectual relief inhoarfs - 
nefs : received into the Itomach, 
adts as a ftimulant, and promotes 
digeftion. Infufed in water, and a 
portion of this infufion being tak¬ 
en with a large draught of warn 1 
water, it readily proves emetic ; and 
may either be employed by Itfelf t° 
excite vomiting, or to a (lift the 
operation of any other emetics. 

Infufed in water and take into 
the ftomach, it proves flimulant to 
the nervous tyflem ; and is thereby 
nfelul in palfy: in large quantities 
it proves heating to the whole bo¬ 
dy, and ufeful in chronic rheu- 
matifm, whether arifing from {cur¬ 
vy or other caufes. If the root is 
exhibited cut into fmal-1 pieces, and 
fwallowed without chewing, a 
large quantity may be taken, even 
a table fpoonful; and thus taken 
every morning for a month toge¬ 
ther, it will be extremely ufeful in 
arthritic cafes, which Cullen fup* 
pofes, upon the experiments that 
have been tried, to be of the rheu¬ 
matic kind. The matter of horfe* 
radifh, carried into the blood-veflels* 
palfes readily into the kidneys, and 
proves a powerful diuretic, and 
therefore ufeful in dropfy; and by 
promoting both urine and perfpi' 
ration, it has long been known at 
one of the moft powerful antifeor- 
butics. An infufion of horfe-radiflt 
in milk has been faid to make onfi 
of the fafeft and bell cofmetics. 

Med. Virt. Stimulant — Attetiu - 
ant. 

RHABARBARUM [L. £.] 
Rheum palm at mn Lin. S. P. Rhu¬ 
barb ; the root of a plant of the dock 
kind, which grows fpontaneoufly 
in China, and endures the colds ot 
our own climate. The propagation 
of this plant has lately been. 
tended to our gardens, and with a 
degree of fuccefs which promi* eS 
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lri time to fuperfede the. foreign 
foot. Two forts of rhubarb are 
ni *et with in the (Imps. One is im 
ported from Turkey and Ruffia, in 
r °undifh pieces freed from the bark, 
and a hole through the middle of 
® ac h ; they are externally of a yel- 
i°vv colour, and on cutting ap- 
P e3 r variegated with lively reddifh 
^ r eaks. The other , winch is lefs 
e fteemed, comes immediately from 
^ ie Eaft Indies, in longifh pieces, 
harder, heavier, and more com- 
Padt than the foregoing. The for- 
itler fort, uniefs kept very dry, is 
a pt to grow mouldy and worm- 
e aten ; the latter is lefs fnbjedt to 
inconveniencies. Some of 
he more induftrious artifh are faid 
*°. hH Up the worm-holes with cer- 
mixtures, and to colour the 
dutftde of the damaged pieces with 
P°vvder of the finer forts of rhubarb, 
a pd fornctimes with cheaper mate- 
ftals; this is often fo nicely done, 
as effectually to impofe upon 1 the 
- Hl yer, uniefs he very carefully ex- 
an ffnes each piece. The marks of 
S°od rhubarb are, that it he firm 
atl( hfolid, and not flinty ; that it he 
ta J‘ly pulveraolf , and appear , nohen 
finder ed, of a fine bright yellow co- 
• f r • that, upon being cheeked, it im r 
to die fpit lie a faffron tinge , 
',° uf proving fiirtiy or mucilaginous 
” lout h- Its taile is fubacrid, 
.f ter ’di, and fomewhat aftringent; 
flightly aromatic. 

Wl ‘ 'i^harb is a mild cathartic , 
Oi- 11 - . operates without violence 
^ • ’ rrita ti° n , and' may be given 
fafet y even to pregnant wo- 
o- I 1 anc ^ children. its pur- 

q.. !Ve quality, it is celebrated for an 
ens one i by which it Jhength- 
finer t0tle ^ le fl oma ch and intefi- 
a, h fij A 'r^ P r oves ufcful in diarrhoea 
0 f I l Jfidcrs proceeding from a laxity 
oJ'dbres, Rhubarb in fubftance 
tharf eS ] more powerfully as a ca- 
Qf :. lc tuan any of the preparations 
5 watery tindlures purge more 
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than the fpirituous ones j nvhilft the 
latter contain in greater perfection the 
aromatic , afiringent , and corroborate 
ing virtues of the rhubarb. The 
dofe, when intended as a purgative, 
is from a fcruple to a dram or 
more. 

The Turkey rhubarb is, among 
us, univeriVdly preferred to the 
Eaft India tort, though this latter 
isy for fome purpofes at i.-aff, equal 
to the other. It is mamffilly more 
afiringent, but has fomewhat lefs of 
an aromatic favour. Tin A ures 
drawn from both with rectified fpi- 
rit, have nearly the tame tafte. 
On diftilling off the menffruum, 
the extract left from the tinfture of 
the Eaft-India rhubarb proved con- 
fiderably the flronger. They are 
both the produce of the fame cli¬ 
mate, and probably the roots of 
the fame plant taken up at different 
feafons, or cured in a different man¬ 
ner.’ 

When given in a large dofe, it 
will occasion fome griping, as other 
purgatives do ; but it is hardly ever 
heating to the fyflem, or Ihows the 
other effects of the more dnaflic 
purgatives. It joins well with that 
of neutral laxatives, and both to¬ 
gether operate in a Wferdofe than 
either of them would do fingly. 
The purgative quality is accompa¬ 
nied with a bitternefs, which is 
often ufeful in re (for ing the tone of 
the flomach, when it has been loft; 
and for the moft part its bitternefs 
makes it fit more eafy on the fto- 
mach than many other purgatives 
do. The life of rhubarb in fub¬ 
ftance for keeping the body regular, 
is by no means proper ; as the astrin¬ 
gent undoes what the purgative had 
done: but if the rhubarb is chewed 
in the month, and no rnoreis fwal- 
lowed than what the faliva diffolved, 
thepurpofe may be anfwered ; and, 
in this way employed, it is very ufe¬ 
ful to dyfpeptic ptrfons. The ufe of 
rhubarb in a folution produces 
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nearly fimilar effects ; becaufe the 
afuingent quality is not fo largely 
extracted, as to operate fo powerful¬ 
ly as when the rhubarb is employ¬ 
ed in fubftance. 

Med. Virt. Cathartic — Ston:a- 
chic. 

Pi? ep. Toaftcd■—Watery infujion — 
Spirituous and vinous LinBures . 

REAPQISTICI radix : Rhei 
Rhapontici IJn . Rhapontic ; the 
root of a large roundifli-leaved 
.dock, growing wild on the moun¬ 
tain Rhodope in Thrace, whence 
it was brought into Europe, about 
the year 1610, by Alpinus : it bears 
the hard eft winters of this climate, 
and is not unfrequent in our bota¬ 
nic gardens. The root of this plant 
(which appears evidently to have 
been the rhubarb of the ancients) 
is by fome confounded with the 
modern rhubarb, though confider- 
ably different both in appearance 
and quality. The rhapontic is of 
a dufky colour on the lurface, of a 
Ioofe ipongy texture; conjiderably 
more ajlringent , but lefs purgative 
than rhubarb ; in this latter inten¬ 
tion, two or three' drams are re¬ 
quired for a dofe. 

Med. Virt. Laxative. 

RHODODENDRON CHRYS¬ 
ANTHEMUM, herb a. Lin. [E] 
This plant is a new fpecies of the 
- rhododendron of Linnaeus, difeo- 
vered by profeffor Pallas ; a fhrub 
growing near the tops of the high 
mountains in Siberia. 

It is called by the natives chei, or 
tea, from their commonly drinking 
A weak infufion of it, as we do 
of the Chinefe plant of that name. 
A ftronger preparation of it is, 
however, ufed by them as a power¬ 
ful medicine in arthritic and rheu¬ 
matic dijorders. Two drams of the 
fialks and leaves together they in- 
fufe in nine or ten ounces of boiling 
water for a night, in the heat of an 
oven. This is drunk next morning 
for a dofe; which occalions heat, 


thirff, a degree of intoxication, 
with a Angular uneafy kind of fen- 
fation, and a fort of vermiculation 
in the affedted parts. The patient 
is not permitted to quench the 
thirft this medicine occalions ; as 
liquids would produce vomiting, 
and diminifli the effedt of the reme¬ 
dy. In a few hours, all difagreea- 
ble fymptoms go .off, commonly 
with two or three ffools ; and the 
patient finds his difeafe greatly re¬ 
lieved, A repetition of the dofe 
twice or thrice generally completes 
the cure. 

It is not only recommended in 
rheumatic and gouty cafes, buteven 
in venereal ones; and now general¬ 
ly employed in chronic rheumatilin 
in various parts of Europe. The 
leaves, which are the parts diredled 
for medicinal ufe, have a bitteriffi 
fubaffringent talte, and, as well as 
the bark and young branches, ma- 
nifeft a degree of acrimony. Tak¬ 
en in large doles, they prove a 
narcotic poilon ; they produce 
thofe fymptoms which are occa- 
honed by many of the order Soio- 
naceae. 

Dr. Home has made trial of this 
remedy in the infirmary at Edin¬ 
burgh, and the refult of his trials, 
as publilhed in his Clinical Cafes 
and Experiments, is, that it is a ve¬ 
ry powerful fedative , remarkably di- 
minijhing the frequency of the pulfe ! 
but that it was not peculiarly effica¬ 
cious in removing the acute rheu- 
matifm. 

Med. Virt. Powerfully fedu- 
tive. 

Prep. Pozvdcr — DecoBion. 

RIBESUE fruBas: Ribes rubrutr* 
Lin. S. P. Red currant-bufh ; the 
berries [L.) 

Thefe have a cool, acidulous, 
fweet tafte, fuificiently agreeable 
both to the palate and ftomach. 

The medical qualities of red cur¬ 
rants appear to be fimilar to thofe 
of the other fubacid fruits, which 
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Rre efteemed to be moderately refri¬ 
gerating , antifeptic , atienucint , and 
aperient. Hoffman and Boer- 
^Aave had great confidence in the 
c nicacy of this fruit in obfiinate 
"°f c fral objlruttions; alfo of the 
^’hite currant, which is nothing 
ttipre than a fpecies of the red, 
properties perfectly analagous. 
i- hey may be ufed with confidera- 
, e advantage to allay thirft , in mo ft 
febrile, dforders ; to lejfen an increafed 
Jecretion of bile ; and to cor re £1 a pu- 
t,z d and fcorbutic Jlate of the finds , 
specially in fanguine temperaments ; 

ut in conftitutions of a contrary 
ffind they are apt to occafion flatu- 
. e ncy and indigeftion. The juice 
a molt agreeable acid in punch. 
?he juice of red currants with 
H& ar is a common beverage at Pa- 
* ls > "'here it is generally preferred' 
0 ° r g eat or lemonade. 

Med. Virt. Refrigerant — Deter¬ 
gent, 

p REP. Jelly. 

KIBES NIGRUM Lin. S. P. 

Currant-bulb ; the fruit [Z,.] 
|. This is a native of Britain, de- 
h?hts in fvvampy grounds, and fiow- 
!\ rs 1,1 May. The fruit is larger 
lau thofe of the red currant, and 
e are told, that in fome parts 
a Siberia they grow to the. fize of 
hazel^ nut. This has the pro- 
P ei ties in common with the fub* 
c ’d fruits, and is alfo faid to be 
P e <juliarly ufeful in fore throats, 
a lc to poifefs a diuretic power in 
. v ^ r y conuderable degree. Cer- 
y as gargles, from the fenlible 
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T’ffiities 0 f f ru j tj they f eem 
^“tculated to be of fervice in in- 
of^atory angina ; but the proofs 
n , eir diuretic power want confir- 
j ea 10n * Bergxus confiders the 
ar Ves °f the black currant, which 
p. extreme ly fragrant, to be detcr- 
° R 5 y fP : ^ ent -> and diuretic. 

Cu ° t ‘ 1 t h e fruit of this and the fed 
th^. raut ^fford a pleafant wine; and 
made of the former is faid by 
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Haller to be excellent, not infe¬ 
rior to any made of the true grape, 
when it is kept to a proper age. 

An infufion of the leaves of this 
bulb is faid to have the talie of 
green tea; and, when prepared from 
the young leaf, is to fome people 
peculiarly agreeable. 

Med. Virt. Refrigerant — De¬ 
tergent. 

Prep. Syrup —— Infpijfated juice. 

RICINUS: Rici /'.us communis 
Lin. S. P. Palma Chrifti— Oil of 
the feed, called Castor Oil. [L.E. J, 

This plant, called alfo Negro 
Oil-bujh , grows fpontaneoufly in 
mod of the Weft-India iflands. 
The feed is generally lefs than 
a common horfe-bean, ovate, com- 
prelfed on one fide, covered with 
a brittle fhell, fpeckled with 
brown and yellow, containing a 
white kernel inclofed in a white 
membrane; when frefh, bitterifh, 
and, after fome time, exciting a 
mild fenfe of heat. This fliell is 
faid to have a ftrong degree of acri¬ 
mony not difeoverabie by the talie, 
to which it feems infipid, but bv 
its effects on other parts. 

Thefe feeds contain a large quan¬ 
tity of oil; which is obtained either 
by boiling them after being bruifed 
in water, and Ikimining off the oil 
which rifes to the furface, or by 
exprelfion. That obtained by the 
former procefs lofes its fweetnefs 
from the heat, is whiter, lefs purga¬ 
tive, and difpofed to grow rancid 
fooner. That oil is the beft which 
is thick, vifeid , grcenifi , fomeiahat 
opake , almojt infipid , or fin set, leav¬ 
ing no fenj'ation of acrimony in the 
throat; that is not fo good which 
is very white, tranfparent , and of a 
faffron colour. 

This oil is one of the molt agree¬ 
able purgatives which can be em¬ 
ployed ; for it operates fooner after 
the exhibition than any other, com¬ 
monly in two or three hours. It 
feldom gripes, and commonly gives 
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one, two, or three ftools only. It 
is well fuited to cafes of coftivenefs, 
and even to cafes of fpafmodic colic, 
vomiting, iliac pafion, afthma from 
the fumes of lead, and in dyfente- 
ries. In the Weft Indies it is found 
one of the moft certain remedies 
in the dry bclly-ach , or c lica pi rio¬ 
rum. It i ■.as alfo been experienced 
to be an tifeful medicine in various 
febrile complaints, bilious colics , ne¬ 
phritic cafes , worms, efpecialiy the , 
tape-worm. 

It feldom heats or irritates the 
redlum, therefore well fuited to 
iuemorrhotdal perfons. In large dofes 
it fometimes creates great naufea, 
to prevent which, in the Weft In¬ 
dies they give it with rum : but the 
bell; mode is to mix it well with 
one part of tincture of fena and 
three of the oil; it is lei's naufeous 
to the tafte and fits eafier on the 
ftomacb. The common dofe to 
infants is a dram, or more; half 
an ounce to an adult; but many 
require a double dofe. 

Of this medicine, if it be fre¬ 
quently repeated, the dofe may be 
diminifbed gradually. Some, after 
repeatedly taking it, have found 
that two drams adt as fully at laft 
as half an ounce did at firft. 

Med. Viet. Laxative — An¬ 
thelmintic. 

Prep. Expreffed oil . 

ROSA DAMASCENE: Reft sen- 
tfolia Lin. The dam a Ik rofe [L.E.] 

This elegant flower is common 
in our gardens. Its fmell is very 
pleafant, and almoft univerfaily ad¬ 
mired; its tafte bitterifh and fub- 
acrid. In diftillation with water, 
it yields a finall portion of a buty- 
raceous oil, whofe flavour exadliy 
yefembles that of the roles. 1 This 
oil, and the diftiiled water, are very 
tifeful and agreeable cordials. Hoff¬ 
man ftrongly recommends them as 
of fngular efficacy for raring the 
frer.gth, cheering and recruiting the 
fpints, and allaying pain: which 


they perform without railing any 
heat in the conftitution, rather 
abating it when inordinate. Da- 
mall: rofes, beiides their cordial aro¬ 
matic virtue, which refides in their 
volatile parts, have a mildly purga¬ 
tive one, which remains entire in 
the decodlion left after the difti.'la- 
tion. This, with a proper quantity 
of fugar, forms an agreeable lax¬ 
ative fyrup. 

Med. Virt. Aromatic — Gent¬ 
ly laxative . 

Prep. Difilled water — ^yrup . 

ROSA RUBRA : Rofa gallica 
Lin. The red rofe [L.E.] 

This has very little of the fra¬ 
grance of the foregoing pale fort; 
and, inftead of its purgative qua¬ 
lity, a mild, gratefully afiringent one, 
efpecialiy before the flower v has 
opened. This is confiderably im¬ 
proved by hafty exficcation ; but 
both the aftringency and colour 
are impaired by flow drying. Some 
of the Arabian phyficians, particu¬ 
larly Avicenna and Mesue, es¬ 
teemed this highly i nphthifeal cafes , 
and mention fome inftances of its 
fuccefs. River ius has alfo recited 
feveral others. But as the ufe of the 
conferve of this flower was con- 
ftantly joined with that of milk, 
and other farinacea, the recoveries 
could not be imputable to the rofes 
alone, though it may be fuppofed 
they contributed much towards 
them from their mild afiringent and 
corroborant virtues. 

Med. Virt. Afirigrnt and corro¬ 
borant. 

Prep. Infufm — Honey — Con- 

frv,. 

ROR 1 SMARINI fummitates , ^ 
fores : Rorifnarini officinalis Jan- 
S, P. Rofemary j the tops afid 
flowers [A. £.] 

This is a native of Spain, Italy* 
and the fouthern parts of France, 
where it grows in great abundance 
upon dry gravelly grounds; in the 
like foils it thrives belt with us, 
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Med. Virt, Aromatic and cor- 
dUK 

Prf.p. Effentlal oil — Spirit , call¬ 
ed Hungary water. 

RUBLE radix: Rubies tinSlo- 
Madder; the root 


^ u d likewife proves ftronger in 
l Ile d, than when produced in inoift 
ones. This observation ob- 
a . lQS in almoft all the aromatic 
plants. _ 

Rofemary has a fragrant fmell, rum Lin. S. P 
an d a warm pungent bitterifli tafte, [L. ft.] 

SPproaching to thofe of lavender. Madder is railed in Some of our 
leaves and tender tops are gardens for medicinal purpofes : it 
'°ngeft ; next to thefe the cup of was formerly cultivated among us, 
e flower; the flowers themfelves in quantity, for the ufe of the 
“ re confiderably the weakeft, but dyers, vvho are at prefent Supplied 
pleaSant. Aqueous liquors ex- from Holland and Zealand. It has 
'•tact great fhare of the virtues of little or no Smell; a fweetifh tafte, 
^Senaary leaves by infufion, and mixed with a little bitternefs. The 

virtues attributed to it, are thofe of 
a detergent, deobjlruent , and diure¬ 
tic, whence it has been ufually 
ranked among the opening roots, 


e evate them in diflillation'; along 
^th the water arifes a confider- 
a °‘ e quantity of eiTential oil, of an 


ip eeable flrong penetrating Smell _ _ 

ure Spirit extracts in great perfec- and recommended in objlruhions of 
! °' il whole aromatic flavour of the vifeera, particularly of the kid- 
‘ le rofrniary, and elevates very 
r f !r e °* ** * n diftillation ; hence the 
^ Unous ntafs, left upon abftraCting 
, le Spirit, proves an elegant aro- 
tla t* c » very rich in the peculiar 
^Alities of the plant. The flowers 
.. ternary give over great part of 
r l ; ! . r flavour in diftillation with pure 

*' iri t; bv watery liquors, their fra- — -- ---_ 

E atlCe is much injured ; by heat- jaundice, it has the authority of 
deftroyed. v . 

Hofemary is confidered as a 
niu *ant and corroborant of the ner- 
Syficm, and has been 
,.°tnmended in 


neys and liver, in coagulations of the 
blood from falls or bruifes, i?i the jaun¬ 
dice, and beginning dropjies. It has 
alfo been recommended as an emme- 
nagogue, and in ricketty affections. 
With regard to its diuretic effeCt, 
Cullen does not think that al¬ 
ways certain, never having occur¬ 
red to him. As a remedy for the 


f u Ppofed 


re- 

various afire Tons 


Svlie nham. As an cmmenagogue 
it has been given by Dr. Home in 
dofes from gj to q fs of the powder, 
or two our.oesof the decoCtion, three 
or four times a day—though this 
... - to proceed from debilities medicine failed with Dr. Cul- 

tQ rpid aCtion of the brain and len, and Several other praCti- 
cw, V ° Us f y ftem, asi particular head- tioners. 

^'j\ <iett fnefs, gjddinefs, paljies , &c. It is obfervable, that this root, 
pf* lfl Some hyjlerical and dyfpeptic taken internally, tinges the urine 
oBut theftimulant virtue of a deep red colour; and in 
t ue rofemary is not Suppofed to the Philosophical TranfaCtions we 
p. Powerful enough to reach the have an account of its producing 
-"guiferous fvftem. It 1 ■sas how- alike effeCt upon the bones of ani¬ 
mals who had it mixed with their 
food. All the bones, particularly 
the more Solid ones, were changed, 
both externally and internally, to a 
deep red ; but neither the ilefliv nor 
cartilaginous parts Suffered any al¬ 
teration ; Some of thefe bones, ma;- 


r>/i J r character of an emmena • 
aifi ' inc ^ IS By Bergics confidered 
. as a refdlvent and nervous corro- 
Xx\-? nt ' > an ^ u feful in chlorofis . By 
P eo ple an infufion of the 
^ ^ ran k as tea l° r break- 
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cerated In water for many weeks 
together, and afterwards fteeped 
and boiled in fpirit of wine, loft 
none of their colour, nor commu¬ 
nicated any tinge to the liquors. 
This root appears therefore to be 
poflefled of great fubtilty of parts, 
whence its medical virtues feem to 
deferve inquiry. 

Med. Virt. Deobflruent ■ — De¬ 
terge/if. 

RUB I IDAil fruFtus , Lin. S. P. 
The rafpberry-bufti; the fruit [L.] 

This lhrub is common in our 
gardens; and has likewife, in fome 
parts of England, been found wild, 
ft flowers in May, and ripens its 
fruit in July. Rafpberries have a 
pieaf'ant fweet tafte, accompanied 
with a peculiarly grateful flavour ; 
on account of which they are chief¬ 
ly valued. As to their virtues, they 
moderately quench thlrjl , abate heat , 
jlrengthen the vifcera , and promote the 
natural excretions. 

Med.Virt. Refrigerant . 

Prep. Syrup. 

RUB I FULGAR 1 S folia, fruc- 
tus : Rubi fruHicofi Lin. S. P. The 
bramble, or black-berry bull] ; its 
leaves and fruit. 

The fhrub is frequently found 
wild in woods and hedges. The 
berries have a faint tafte, without 
any thing of the agreeable flavour 
of rafpberries: the leaves are fome- 
what afiringent. 

RUSCIffive Brufci , radix : Rufci 
aculeati Lift. Butcher’s-broom, or 
knee-holly; the root. 

This is a fmall prickly plant, 
fometimes found wild in woods. 
The root has a foft fweetifh tafte, 
which is followed by a bitterifli 
one. It is one of the five aperient 
roots; and in this intention is fome¬ 
times made an ingredient in apo- 
zems and diet-drinks, for opening 
flight obfritdlions of the vficera, puri¬ 
fying the blood and juices , and pro¬ 
moting the fluid fecretions. 

Med. Virt. Aperient. 


RUTA 1 . herb a : Rut re grave oten- 
tis Lin. Broad-leaved rue; the herb 
[L. Ed] 

This is a fmall fhrubby plant, 
met with in gardens, where it flow¬ 
ers in June, and holds its green 
leaves all the winter. We frequent¬ 
ly find in the markets a narrow¬ 
leaved fort, which is cultivated by 
fome in preference to the other, be- 
catife its leaves appear variegated, 
during the winter, with white 
ftreaks. 

Rue basa ftrong, ungrateful fmelf, 
and a bitterifli, penetrating tafte. 
The leaves, when in full vigour, 
are extremely acrid, infomuch as 
to inflame and blifter the fkin, if 
much handled. With regard to 
their medicinal virtues, they are 
powerfully Jlimulating, attetiuating 
and detergent; and hence, in cold 
phlegmatic habits, they quicken the 
circulation, dijfolve tenacious juices , 
open objlruflions of the excretory glands, 
and promote the fluid fecretions . The 
writers on the materia medica in 
general have entertained a very 
hjgh opinion of the virtues of this 
plant. Boerhaave is full of its 
praifes, particularly of the eflential 
oil, and the diftilled water coho- 
bated or re-diftilled feveral times 
from frefh parcels of the herb. 
After fomewhat extravagantly com¬ 
mending other waters prepared in 
this manner, he adds, with regard 
to that of rue, that the greateft 
commendation he can beftow upon 
it, fails ftiort of its merit: “ What 
medicine (fays he) can be more effip 
cacious fot promoting fiveat and perfp 1 ' 
ration, for the cure of the hyfleric paf’ 
Jion, and for expelling poiflon ?’* IS lot' 
withftandi ng this authority, the reftR" 
ing contagion, or expelling it when 
taken into the machine, are held to 
be abfolutely without foundation* 
However, it is doubtlefs a power¬ 
ful ftimulant of the foetid kind, and 
has, like them, attenuate, deobflf u " 
ent } and ant fpafmodicpowers, adapt®*- 
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,° phlegmatic habits, or weak and 
hyfterical conftitutions fuffering 
•“Jorn retarded or obftrufted fe- 
c retions. An ext raft made by rec- 
lae d fpirit contains, in a final! 
c °!Tipafs, the whole virtues of the 
) li ^; this menftruum taking up by 
^hfufion all the pungency and fla- 
v ° llr of the plant, and elevating 
Nothing in diftillation. With wa- 
te T peculiar flavour and warmth/ 
; the bitternefs, and a con- 
,f ierable (hare of the pungency, 
ref naining behind. 

Wed. Virt. Stimulant — Atte- 
7l uant and detergent. 

J Rep. Extra A. 

SABIN/'E folia feu fummitates : 
Juniperi Sabina Lin. S. P. Savin ; 
tile leaves or tops [L. E.] 

‘■fas is an evergreen fhrub, 

*1 Gt | 1 ed withfmall, fomewhat prick¬ 
ly leaves. It does not produce 
[ ru >t till 

very old, and hence has 
T) 611 S enerall y re P utec l barren, 
j ^aves have a bitter, acrid, bit- 
} ta ^ e ; and a ftrong dilagreea- 
^. e fnnell: diftilled with water, they 
- lei d an eflential oil, in larger quail-’ 
ai y (as Hoffman obferves) than 
h v other known vegetable, the 
llr pentine-tree alone excepted. 

' >av in is a warm irritating apevi - 
jj M< me <Hcine , heats and Simulates 
^whole fyftem; is capable ofpro- 
( l i !*SJfeat, urine , and all the. glan- 
f * f ecre tions ; and is found of 
o ^*viCe in objlruftions of the uterus , 
lav- er V 1 f cera i proceeding from a 
0r U - v ai1 d weaknefs of the veflels, 
t L a . C .°H fluggifh indifpofitioni of 
G juices. 

act' 1 * S certain .I>' a powerful and 
Ca - Ve naedicine, and the moil effi- 
a n^° US * n W ate ra Medica as 
QonbdT[ a $°£ ue ‘ Sergius not only 

■ Ca Pablf> rS 3S an emmena S°S uc -> but 
creaf 0 ‘ procuring abortion , and in- 

Wj. W. t ^ !c _ circulation of the 'blood. 
itj ef i!: Ea 11 s to promote the cata- 
‘ it fometimes does, it is 


to be aferibed generally to its being 
exhibited in too fmail dofes. It 
(hould be given from a fern pie to 
a dram twice a day, and is well 
l'uited to the debile, but improper 
in plethoric habits, from its heat¬ 
ing quality; and therefore in them 
repeated bleedings are necefiary be¬ 
fore its exhibition. 

Externally, favin is recommend¬ 
ed to cleanfe foul ulcers , take off 
fyphilitic marts, ike. 

Med. V IRT. Stimulating — Ape¬ 
rient. 

Prep. Effential oil — Extract —• 
Compound powder. 

SACCHARUM NON PURI- 
FICATUM. Soft fugar. 

SACCHARUM PURIFICA- 
TUM, vel biscoctum. Double- 
refined fugar [/,. E.] 
SACCHARUM CANDUM. Su¬ 
gar-candy. 

Sugar is the eflential fait of the 
arundo ficcharifera , a beautiful 
large cane growing fpontaneoufly 
in the Eaft Indies, and fome of the 
warmer parts of the Weft, and cul¬ 
tivated in great quantity in our 
American plantations. The ex- 
prefled juice of the cane is clarified 
with the addition of lime-water 
(without which it does not aflume 
the form of a true fugar) and boiled 
down to a due confiftence; when, 
being removed from the fire, the 
faccharine part concretes from the 
grofier unftuous matter called trea¬ 
cle, or melafles. This, as yet im¬ 
pure or brown fugar, is farther pu¬ 
rified in conical moulds, by fpread- 
ing moift clay on the upper broad 
furface : the watery moifture. (lowly 
percolating through the mafs, car¬ 
ries with it considerable part of the 
remains of the treacly matter. This 
clayed lugar, imported from Ame¬ 
rica, is by our refiners diflblved in 
water, the folution clarified bv boil¬ 
ing with whites of eggs and delpu- 
mation, and, after due evapora¬ 
tion, poured into moulds : as fooa 


224 


THE MATERIA MEDICA. 


Part It. 


as the fugar has concreted, and the 
fluid part drained off, the furface is 
covered with moift clay as before. 
The fugar, thus once refined, by a 
repetition of the procefs, becomes 
the double-refined fugar of the 
fltops. The candy, or cryfials, are 
prepared by boiling down folutions 
of fugar to a certain pitch, and then 
removing them into a hot room ; 
■with flicks fet acrofs the vefiel for 
the fugar to {boot upon. Thefe 
cryfials prove of a white or brown 
colour, according as the fugar was 
pure or impure. 

The ufes of fugar as a fvveet 
ate fufficientiy well known. The 
impure forts contain an unftuous 
or oily matter, in confequence of 
which they prove emollient and 
laxative. The cryfials are moft 
difficult of folution, and hence are 
propereft where this foft lubri¬ 
cating fweet is wanted to difibive 
flov. iy in the mouth. 

There can be no doubt-hut fugar 
in its crude flare affords a confider- 
able degree of nourifhment, both 
as combined with various vegeta¬ 
ble matters, ami as feparated by 
art. Thofe animals which wholly 
feed upon it in the fugar-iflands be¬ 
come remarkably corpulent ; and 
the negro children, whofe diet hap¬ 
pens to be fornetimes, for a feafon, 
confined to melaffes, are eafily di- 
fti.rguifhed from others by their 
fuperior bulk. They are, however, 
more difpofed to worms, and are 
likewife lefs adlive and healthy. 
In Afia, elephants and other ani¬ 
mals are fed upon fugar. That the 
liberal ufe of fugar has however to 
many flomachs greatly impaired 
the digeflive powers, and laid the 
foundation for various complaints, 
is highly probable; but at the fame 
time it rrmft be admitted, that fe- 
veral indulge largely in this article 
with impunity at leall, if not with 
advantage, Bergius Hates fugar 
to be faponaceous—^ edulcorcmt —-relax¬ 


ant—pe floral — vulnerary—antifeptic 
and nutrient. Cullen dalles it 
with the attenuantia. In catarrhal 
affedions, honey and fugar are fre¬ 
quently employed : it has been ufed 
with advantage in calculous com¬ 
plaints ; and, from its known pow¬ 
er of preferving animal and vege¬ 
table fubftances from putrefaction, 
it has been given as an antifeptic. 

Med. Virt. Emollient — Laxa¬ 
tive. 

Prep. Syrupus f.implex. 
SAGAPENUM [ L . Eh] a con¬ 
crete juice brought from Alexan¬ 
dria, either in diftindl tears, or run 
together in large maffes. It is out¬ 
wardly of a yellowifli colour, inter¬ 
nally iomewhat paler, and clear 
like horn, grows foft upon being 
handled, and flicks to the fingers 5 
itstalle is hot and biting ; thefmell 
difagreeable, by fome refembled to 
that of a leek, by others to a mix¬ 
ture of afafetida and galbanum. 

Sagapenum is an uleful atte- 
nuant , deobfiruent , and antifbafmo* 
dic, and frequently preferibed ei¬ 
ther alone, or in conjunftion with 
ammoniacum, or galbanum, for 
opening objlruflions in the v feera , and 
in hyjierical di/orders arflng from a 
deficiency of the mefruai purgations- 
It likevyiie deterges the pulmonary vcj- 
Jei's, and proves o f coujiderablc fewi-ci 
in fame kinds of ajihmas , where the 
lungs are oppreffed by vifeid phlegm. 
It is moll commodioufiy given in 
the form of pills. From five grains 
to half a dram may be given every 
night or'oftener, and continued foi* 
fome time. When fagapenum is 
fcarce, the druggifts'ufuaily fupply 
its place with the larger and darker- 
coloured mafies of bdellium, brok¬ 
en into pieces; which are not ea- 
lily diftinguifked from it. 

1 SAGO, Cycas circinalis Lin . This 
is the produce of an oriental tree-, 
called by C. Bauhine palmam reft' 
rens arbor farinij era. The medu** 
lary part of the tree is beaten with 
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ater , and made into cakes, which 
^ t ^ ie I nt ^ ans as bread : - 
I e re duced into granules, and dri- 
n ’ are the fago brought to us. It is 
Moderately nutritious, though not 
W* u PS ^ u P er ‘ or to our own grain. 
a ltn 'vater, milk, or broth, it forms 
a greeable jelly, and is much 
bi phthifical and convalefcent 

'-ales. 

W . S ^L AMMONIACUS: Ammo- 
Vlu riata. Sal ammoniac [L. 

c ^‘ s is an artificial faline con- 
to he prepared by fubli- 
j t ‘V°n from the foot of cow-dung. 
]p r 1S brought to us from Egypt, in 
fid^ e l0Un ^ cakes, convex on one 
p ’ an dconcave on the other; and 
br~ 'j t . lrnes hi conical loaves. On 
bee ^ le - v a PP ear compofed of 
V e ? , cs » or flriae, running tranl- 
p a . e ‘y- The beff are almoll trani- 
a -”t, colourlefs, and free 1 from 
bon Vl ^ e impurities : thofe molt 
y^nly met with are of a grey 
f 0ri colour on the outfide, and 
black, according as the 
t a q. er lS rnore or impure. The 
Pen ° f fait is very fharp and 

its \ ratin S* It diffoves in twice 
a llc j ' ei Sbt, or a little lefs, of water: 
Uienft^ 011 eva P orat ii 1 g a part of the 
l 0n& concretes again into 

pl a ? p h jning fpicular, or thin fibrous 
Sal I eat b ers * 

p er j at ‘Omoniac appears from ex- 
rin e le . nts to be compofed of ma- 
kali. a ^ u i u nited with a volatile al- 
If jdf ence called ammonia muriata, 
forb e n, ^ e ^ w *th fixed falts, or ab- 
ttiod e rit: ear tbs, and expofed to a 
pure‘, at i e f ire ’ a large quantity of 
fe rn'U j iall l e fait fublimes, the acid 
tried; , Un5 ted with the inter- 

tbann ^ treate< l i n the fame 
Cee dijiCT ' Vl ' I:a quicklime, an ex- 
a, 'ifes \P ene tratiag volatile fpirit 
lijcpof j 1Jl no f°lid fait is obtained. 
k‘ e at , 1 fh° n . e to a confiderable 
9 °yWp .limes entire, without 
Nation of its former proper¬ 


ties : ground with certain metallic 
fubftances, 1 it elevates fome part of 
them along with itfelf, and con¬ 
cretes with the remainder into a 
mafs, which readily flows into a 
liquor in amoift air. This appears 
in molt refpe&s fimilar to a fatu- 
rated folution of the metal made 
direclly in fpirit of fait. 

Pure fal ammoniac is a perfectly 
neutral fait, capable of attenuating 
vifcid humours * and promoting a dia- 
phorpfs, or the urinary difeharge , ac¬ 
cording to certain circumftances in 
the conlfitution, or as the patient 
is managed during the operation. 
If a dram of the fait be taken , dif- 
folved in water, and the patient kept 
warm, it generally proves fudorific ; 
by moderate exercife, or walking 
in the open air, its adlion is deter¬ 
mined to the kidneys; a large dofe 
gently loofens the belly; and a fill 
larger proves emetic. This fait is re¬ 
commended by many as an excel¬ 
lent febrifuge , and by fome has been 
held a great fecret i n the cure of inter - 
mittents. It is undoubtedly a pow¬ 
erful aperient , and feems to pafs into 
the minute ft veffels ; and, as fuch, 
may in fome cafes be of fervice, 
either alone, or joined with bitters, 
or the bark, where the latter would 
by itfelf produce dangerous ob- 
ftru&ions, or aggravate thofe al¬ 
ready formed. This fait is lbme- 
times employed externally as an 
antifeptic , and in lotions and fomen¬ 
tations, for oedematous tumours • 
as alfo in gargarifms for inflamma¬ 
tions of the tonftls, and for attenu¬ 
ating and dijfolving thick vifcid mu¬ 
cus. Some ufe it in form of lotion, 
in certain ulcers, and for removing 
common warts. , 

Mkd. Virt. Dcobflruent—-Sudo¬ 
rific — Diuretic. 

SAL CATHARTIC US AMA¬ 
RUS: Magnefla vitriolata [ L. A.] 

The bitter purging Hit; extra&- 
ed from the bitter liquor remaining 
after the crvftallization of common 
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fait from fea-water. It was firft 
prepared as a cheap fubftitute to 
the fait of the Epfom and other 
purging mineral waters, from which 
it does not considerably differ, ei¬ 
ther in fenfible qualities or medi¬ 
cal effetfts. We ufually meet with 
it in minute cryitals, of a fnowy 
appearance; diffolved in water, and 
cryftallized afrefh, it concretes, if 
properly managed, into larger ones, 
of a reftangular prifmatic figure, 
refembling thofe of the artificial ca¬ 
thartic fait of Glauber, for which 
they are fometimes fubftituted in 
the drops. 

All thefe falts have a penetrating 
bitterifli fade : they diflblve in lefs♦ 
than an equal weight of water : in 
a moderate heat, they melt, bubble 
up into blifters, and foon change 
into a white fpongy mafs, with the 
iofs of above half their weight. 
This calx taffes bitterer than the 
falts did at firft, and almoft totally 
diffolves again in water. The acid 
of thefe falts is chiefly the vitriolic : 
the bafis of the natural is a fine ab- 
lorbent earth; of the artificial, an 
alkaline fait, the fame with the ba¬ 
fis of fea-falt. Hence, upon adding 
alkaline l'aits to a folution of the 
falts of Glauber, no change en- 
fues: wrifilft the falts obtained from 
the purging waters, or the bittern 
of marine waters, grows milky up¬ 
on this addition, and depofit their 
earth, the alkaline fait being taken 
up its place. 

The fal catharticus is a mild and 
gentle purgative, operating with fuf- 
ficient efficacy, and in general with 
cafe and fafety, rarely occafioning 
any gripes , fi chiefs, or the other in- 
cowveniencie\ with which purgatives of 
the refinous kind are too often accom¬ 
panied. Six or eight drams may be 
diffolved for a dofe in a proper 
quantity of common water; or 
four, five, or more, in a pint, 
or, quart, of the purging waters. 
Thefe liquors may likenvjfe be fo ma¬ 


naged as to promote evacuation by the 
ether cmunHories. If the patient be 
kept warm, they increqfe perfora¬ 
tion ; by moderate exercife in a cool 
air, the urinary dif charge. 

Med. Viet. Laxative. 

Prep. Magnefa. 

SAL COMMUNE : Salmuriati- 
cus: Soda muriata [L. A.] Common, 
or alimentary fait. This is a neu¬ 
tral fait, differing from moll others 
in occaficning drought when fwal— 
lowed. It diffolves in fomewhat 
lefs than three times its weight of 
water ; the folution dowlv evapo¬ 
rated, and fet to dioot, affords cu¬ 
bical cryftais, which unite together 
into the form of hollow' truncated 
pyramids. Expofed to the fire, it 
crackles and dies about, or decre¬ 
pitates, as it is called ; foon after 
it melts, and appears duid as water. 
A fmall quantity of this fait, added 
to the nitrous acid, enables it to 
diffolve gold, but renders it unfit 
for dilfolving diver. If a folution 
of filver be poured into liquors 
containing even a minute portion 
of common fait, the whole imme¬ 
diately grows turbid and white; 
this phenomenon is owing to the 
precipitation of the filver. 

This fait is either found in a fo¬ 
lk! form in the bowels of the earth? 
or diffolved in the waters of the fe* 
or faiine fprings. 

1 . Sal gemma. Rock fait. This? 
is met with in feveral parts of the 
world, but in the greateft plenty 
in certain deep mines, of prodigi' 
ous extent, near Cracow, in Po¬ 
land ; fome is likewife found i n 
England, particularly in Cheffiire* 
It is for the mod: part very hard? 
fometimes of an opake fnowy white' 
nefs, fometimes of red, green, bh J f* 
and other colours. When pure, 
is perfectly tranfparent and colour- 
lefs; the other forts are purified b) 
folution in water and cryftalfi za ' 
tion, in order to fit them for t^ e 
common ules of lalt. 
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fd f' ^ a K mar ' inus ' The fait extra<ft- 
g r ° m l' e a-water and faline fprings. 

VVate rs yield from one-fiftieth 
f a j t ° ne ^hi r ti e th their weight of pure 
kri ^ tvera l fprings afford much 
0n ^ Cr quantities; the celebrated 
? °‘ ° l} r own country at Nant- 
Vj e j Eforthwich, and Droitwich, 
f r oj (according to Dr. Brownrigg) 
IT) ° lle " lix(; h to fomewhat more 
Uietli 0ne ~ t ^ 1 ' r d. There are two 
fab f s °htaining the common 
. 10rn thefe natural folutions 
0 f ^ one, a hafty evaporation 
be,/, 6 a< l u eous fluid till the fait 
g ra j lns t( > concrete, and fall in 
rati-^ t0 the evapo- 

whence it is raked out, 
f r et in proper vefiels to drain 
oth e ^ le brine or bittern : the 
e v A ’ a . iT >ore flow and gradual 

than'-n^ 00 ’ cont i nue( i no longer 

top 0 £ l! , a Inline cruft forms on the 
rn 0v / liquor, which, upon re- 
t be fire, foon begins to 
Cl , bi 5 an( l ru n into cryftals of a 
trj at Ca l bgure. In the warmer cli- 
f e AA’ b°th thefe precedes are ef- 
f alts C by the heat of the fun. The 
c °nfi r° ta ' nec ^ by them differ very 
evap ( ( erab iy •• that got by a hafty 
a n >;°y 10 n is very apt to relent in 
a tl air, and run per deliquium ; 
crvfl‘n-° nvenience to which the 
latt er a - ialt is not fubjeft: this 
the ls bhewife found better for 
^Undf, !e erv ' n S °f meat, and for 
Q' 0C ^ er P ur pofes. 
ties j nrn r 0n lalt, in fmall quanti- 
*yL * u l 'pofed to be warming, 
dipefi? anC 1 promote abpetite and 

<s ytion t j 1 - ‘ . lr 

°Unc e ' • la, 'S e “°f es i as half an 
forget}’ tf . P Toves cathartic. It is 
°f ery iet ^ t<6 lli ed to check the operation 
Jto°l. „ Cs J ‘' n d make them 1 un off by 
a •^' lmu ^ us inglyften. 
S^j *’ ^Cimulant—Cathartic. 

tiv e ’ a celebrated reftora- 

babl v t T° n ? the Turks, is pro- 
Plajit s r P^‘-Pared root of certain 
<W the . orchis kind. This 

* 0 metimes brought to us. is 


in oval pieces, of a yellowifli white 
colour, fomewhat clear and pellu¬ 
cid, very hard, and almoft horny, 
of little or no fmell, and tailing 
like gum tragacanth. Satyrion root, 
boiled in water, freed from the fkin, 
and afterwards fufpended in the air 
to dry, gains exadily the fame ap¬ 
pearance ; the roots thus prepared 
difiblve in boiling water into a mu¬ 
cilage. Geoffroy, who firft com¬ 
municated this preparation of or¬ 
chis, recommends it in confump- 
tions , in bilious dyfenteries , diarrhea - 
as, dyfery , calculous complaints, and 
diforders of the breajl proceeding from 
an acrimony of the juices. 

Salep, as an article of diet, is 
confidered to be extremely nu¬ 
tritious. An ounce of this powder 
with the fame quantity of portable 
foup which is dried, diflolved in 
two quarts of water, will be fufli- 
cient fubfiftence for a man for one 
day; it forms a rich thick jelly. 
Befides the complaints above fpeci- 
fied, falep is recommended in the 
fymptomatic fever arifing from ab- 
forption of pus, from ulcers in the 
lungs, wounds, and from amputa¬ 
tions : and ufed plentifully is an 
admirable demulcent, and well ad¬ 
apted to refill the diflblution of the 
crafis of the blood, which is evi¬ 
dent in thefe cafes. The propereft 
time for gathering the root is when 
the feed is formed and the (talk 
is ready to fall, becaufe the new 
bulb, of which the falep is made, 
is then arrived at its full maturity. 

Med. Virt. Coagulant and cor¬ 
roborative. 

SALIX [£.] Salix fragilis Lin. 
Common white willow : a prettv 
large tree, frequent in woods and 
nioift places; it differs from the 
other willows, in the oblong point¬ 
ed ferrated leaves being hoary on 
both fides, though moft fo on the 
lower, and in the branches being 
brittle. 

The bark of this tree poflefles a 
Q a 
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confiderable degree of bitternefs 
and aftringency, and has lately 
been, found an ufeful medicine in 
agues, of which many perfons have 
been cured by taking a dram of the 
powdered bark every four hours 
during the intermiffions; though 
in fome cafes it was necelfary to 
join to it a little Peruvian bark (fee 
the Philofophical Tanfaftions for 
the year 1763). It has however 
been thought a good fubftitute for 
the bark, and has upon trial flopt 
the paroxylms of intermittents, and 
has been recommended in other 
cafes requiring tonic and ailrin- 
gent remedies. , 

Med. Virt. Corroborant. 

SALVLE officinalis folia. Lin. 
S. P. Sage, or fage of virtue; the 
leaves [L. E.] 

There are different varieties of 
fage common in our gardens, and 
Power in May and June : the green 
and red common fages differ no 
othervvife than in the colour of the 
leaves j the feeds of one and the 
fame plant produce both : the fmall 
fort is a diftinft fpecies; its leaves 
are narrower than the others, ge¬ 
nerally of a whitifli colour, and 
never red ; moll of them have at 
the bottom a piece {landing out on 
each fide in the form of ears. Both 
forts are modetately warm aromatics, 
accompanied with a flight degree of 
aftringency and bitternefs; the Imall 
fort is the ffrongeff, the large mofl 
agreeable. 

In ancient times fage was cele¬ 
brated as a medicine of great effi¬ 
cacy, infomuch that its name was 
derived from its falutarv qualities 
—Car moriatur homo, cut falvia crefeit 
in horto ? — Salvia falvatrix , naturae 
eonciliatrix — Salvia cum rutd faci- 
unt tibi pocula tuta. But at prefect 
few praftitioners conlider it as an 
article of much importance in the 
materia med'ea. 

Its real e(lefts are, to moderately 
Warm and frevgthen the vejfels ; and 


hence, in cold phlegmatic habits > 1 
excites appetite , and provesferviceab ' 
in debilities of the Jiomach and nerved‘ 
fyjlem. The belt preparation 
thefe purpofes is an infufion of 
dry leaves, drunk as tea ; or a tm c ' 
ture, or extraft, made with reftifi 1 ”. 
fpirit, taken in proper dofes; theff 
contain the whole virtues of 
fage ; the diflilled water and etfc ir 
tial oil, only its warmth and if 0 ' 
matic quality, without any thing 
of its roughnefs or bitteriflmC' 5 ' 
Aqueous infufions of the leaved 
with the addition of a little lem 0 ^ 
juice, prove an vfeful diluting df‘ ,! 
iti febrile diforders , of an elegant 
lour , and fufficiently -acceptable 10 
the palate. 

Infufed in fpirits or wine, ^ 
Swieten found it remarkably 
cacions in flopping night fweat®' 
and a frrong infufion of fag e 1 ^ 
warm water has been found to aI ’ 
fwer the fame purpofe. He a* 1 ' 
found it ufeful in reftraining t0 
great a flow of milk from the brea* ” 
of women after they had vvean e ^ 
their children. And from the 
periments of Etuinger it is 
covered to have a confiderable fi 13 
of antifeptic power. < 

Med. Virt. Stimulant — ' 
fringent. f 

SAMBUCI fores, lacca , 
interior: Sambuci nigra Lin. - 
mon black-berried elder ; the i»n . 
bark, flowers, and berries [L- ", 

This is a large fhrub, freq 1,e1 ^ 
in hedges. It flowers in May? a ^ 
ripens in September. The 
greets bark of its trunk V 
fcarcely any fmell, and very " . 
tafle; on fi: fl chewing, it ;mpr e ^ c , 
degree of iweetiflinefs, which i s . l 
ceeded by a flight acrimony, 
continues for lome time, and vv - 
it imparts both to watery ant- >1 
rituous menftrua. It prongj 

thariic , and is recomtiTcnjeo f 

effectualhydragogue. Tl'.rec ^ 

boiled in one quart 


in 


**rt II. 

is f e ^t° a pint, of which one half 
5 n b , e ta ken at night, and the other 
fe v e > morn ^ n g'5 and repeated’ for 
Up era * ^ a )’ s > ufually operates both 
t} le £f r ^ s an d downwards; and from 
^ v ed e " acua ^ ons i ts utility is de- 
o r an infufion of it in wine, 

of h ? f ex P re ^" e d juice, in the dofe 
f a j ( j a * ai * ounce, or an ounce, is 
f m ^ to purge moderately, and 
ihu°f es to prove an efficacious deob- 
, Ca P a ^^ e of promoting all 
Accretions. The young 
’ 0r rudiments of the leaves, are 
b ur gative , and aft with fo 
a c C 1 violence as to be defervedly 
a re° U . nt:e ^ un ^ a fe. The flowers 
J iave^ ^^ erent ,n quality : thefe 
* hi , an a greeable aromatic flavour, 
\vith 1 §’ ve over * n diftillation 
to v . Wate r, and impart by infufion 
Irjf. l n ° Us and fpirituous liquors. 
tr s ar 10ns rnade from the freflt flow- 
Wh e , e / en tly laxative and aperient; 
di an L dr y.’ they are fuppofed to be 
fop j 0ret ic ; and particularly ufe- 
dif 0l !? er yfipelatous and cuticular 
Uf e( j . er$ - Externally they are 

and f In ^ omen £ations, in glyfters, 
***.. a F B * an ointment. The 
Pleaf a , ES ^ ave a fweetifh, not un¬ 
til f,,^ ta ^ e : neverthelefs, eaten, 
rriach . , Ce » they offend the fito- 
fated t- tle ex P re *ffed juice, infpif- 
fro Ves 0 th e con fi hence of a rob, 
ope» s aperient medicine ; it 

7f2 otcs t] ' u ^ lons °f the vifccra , pro- 
tin L£ n f tura ^ evacuations , and, if 
<i ° es court *° r a ^ en gth of time, 
n tcal ]- \ f ra ble fervice in Jundry chro- 
t 'at thV ' ^ ers ‘ It is cbfervable, 
ffate j s S j u * ce (which in its natural 
v iiio lK ? f . a . P Ur P^ff colour) tinges 
The / nts °f a deep red. 

°Us t 0 Clr ffi are laid to be poifon- 
^Cocks kry ' ailc * t* ie fathers to 
^ r dit-trep- ^ turnips, cabbages, 
j c bf to Kr °, r Corn > which are fub- 
!'ffeff s ^ il ght_ from a variety of 
*eave s ’ dr f ‘ipped with the green 
hhefts w -i, “ranches of elder : the 
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n °t attack them. 


Med. Virt. Cathartic — Aroma - 
tic—--Aperient. 

Prep. Ointment—Infpi/fated juice. 
SANGUIS DRACONIS [/..£.] 
Dragon’s-blood, a refin brought 
from the Eah-Indies, either in oval 
drops, wrapped up in flag leaves, or 
in large malfes, compofed of fmai- 
ler tears. The writers on the ma¬ 
teria medica in general give’ the 
preference to the former, though 
the latter is not unfrequently of 
equal goodnefs ; the fine dragons- 
blood of either fort breaks fmooth, 
free from any vifibie impurities, of 
a dark red colour, which changes, 
upon being powdered, into an ele¬ 
gant bright crimfon. Several arti¬ 
ficial compofitions, coloured with 
the true dragons-blood, or Brazil 
wood, are fometimes fold in the 
room of this commodity : fome of 
thefe diflolve, like gums, in water; 
others crackle in the fire, without 
proving inflammable; whilif the ge¬ 
nuinefanguis draconis readily melts and 
catches fame , and is not adted on by 
watery liquors. It totally diflolves 
in pure fpirit, and tinges a large 
quantity of the menftruum of a deep 
red colour: it is likewife foluble 
in exprefled oils, and gives them a 
red hue, lefs beautiful than that 
communicated by anchufa. This 
drug, in fubftance, has no fen Able 
fmell or tafte; when difiblved, it 
dife overs fome degree of warmth and 
pungency . It is ufually looked upon 
as a gentle aflringent , and fometimes 
direbted as Inch, in extemporaneous 
prefeription, againjl feminal gleets , 
the fluor albus , and other fluxes: in 
thefe cafes, it produces the general 
effects of refinoiis bodies, Jlightiy 
in c raffia ting the fluids , and fomewhat 
flrengthening the folids. It is alfo 
aflringent, and ufed in uterine nte- 
morrhages, with alum ; but now 
gives place to a more efficacious 
gum refin, called 'kino, that by 
excifion exudes from an African 
tree called Pau de fang. 

Q 3 
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Med. Virt. dftr invent. 

^ SAN T ALU M CITRIN U M 
[£.] Yellow faunclers: a pale yel- 
lovvifh wood brought from the Eaft 
Indies; of a pleafant fmell, and a 
bitter!{h aromatic tafte, accompa¬ 
nied with an agreeable kind of 
pungency. This elegant wood 
might undoubtedly be applied to 
valuable medical purpofes, though 
at prefent very rarely made ufe of. 
It is fearcely ever directed in ex¬ 
temporaneous prescription. Diftill- 
ed with water, it yields a fragrant 
eflential oil, which thickens, in the 
cold, into the confidence of a bal- 
fam. Digefted in pure fpirit, it 
imparts a rich yellow tinefture; 
which being committed to diftilla- 
tion, the fpirit arifes, without 
bringing over any thing confider- 
able of the flavour of the faunders. 
The refiduum contains' the virtue 
of fix times its weight of the wood. 
Hoffman looks upon this extradl as 
a medicine of Jimilar virtues to am¬ 
bergris ; and recommends it as an 
excellent rejiorcitive in great debili¬ 
ties. 

SANTALUM RUBRUM (L. 

A.] Pterocarpus Santolinus Pin. S. 
P. Red faunders; a wood brought 
from the Eaft Indies, in large bil¬ 
lets, of a compadl texture, a dull 
red, almoft blackifh, colour on the 
outfide, and a deep brighter red 
within. This wood has no mani- 
feft fmell, and little or no tafte. It 
has been commended as a mild 
tjlringent , and a corroborant of the 
nervous fyfem ; but thefe are quali¬ 
ties that belong only to the yellow- 
fort. / 

The principal ufe of red faun¬ 
ders is as a colouring drug; it 
communicates a deep red to refili- 
fied fpirit, but gives no tinge to 
aqueous liquors: a (mall quantity 
of the' refin, extradled by means 
of fpirit, tinges a large one' of 
frefti fpirit, of an elegant blood 
red. There is fcarce any oil, that 


of lavender excepted, to which 
communicates its colour. Geoffro)'? 
and others, take notice, that the 
Brazil woods are fometimes fubft 1 ' 
tnted for red faunders; and the 
college of Bruflels are in doubt 
whether all that is fold among tbenj 
for faunders, be not really a wooh 
of that kind. According to th e 
account which they have given? 
their faunders is certainly the Bra* 
zil wood; the diftinguiflung ch a ' 
racier of which is, that it impart 
its colour to common water. 

SANTONICUM [L. £.] J> tc ‘ 
mijia fantonicum Lin. S. P. The top» 
commonly called worm-feed. I 
produce of a plant of the wotf 1 ' 
wood or mugvvott kind, growth 
in the Levant. 

It is a fmall, light, chaffy & c , 
like appearance, compofed as 1 
were of a number of thin membr a ' 


nous coats, of a yellowifh color 11 ’ 
an unpleafant fmell, and a very 
bitter tafte. Thefe are, celebra^ 
for anthelmintic virtues (wbi c 
they have in common with oth e 
bitters), and are fometimes tak e f 
in this intention, either along . 
melaffes, or candied with I lJ S 2 . r * 
their unpleafant tafte renders f ^ 
form of a powder or deco£t>on Jfl 
convenient. They are not v£ ^ 
often met with genuine in 1 
ftops. . 

They are alfo confidered as7 
machic and emmenagogue. , 




quality of deftroying worms 
been attributed folely to their h 1 ^ 
ternefs : but from the experim eI L 
of Bagliyi and Redi, they P^j 
fefs fome other more power 
property; for, immerfed in a ft )0 , 
infufton of thefe feed-like 
worms were killed in five, 
or eight hours; whilft in the 111 ^ 
fiou of wormwood and ti- at 


agaric, they continued to live m 
than thirty hours. c e 

To adults, the dofe in fubl 3 „ 
is front one to two drams t" 


ice* 
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’ kut the fpirituous extra# is 
eligible preparation. 

^ £ D. Virt. Anthelmintic. 

Prep * Extra A. 

bAp O [L. £.] Sapo ex oleo oli- 
f et natro confeclus fL.] White 
^panifh f oap [£.] 

. SAPO MOLLIS. Common foft 

map. 

SJPO NIGER , feu Melanof- 
V 2 e gma. Black foft foap. 

^>oap is cornpofed of expreiTed 
^S et ahl e oils, .or animal fats, unit- 
W- Saline lixivia. The 

h ite hard soap is made with 
c e finer kinds of oil olive; the 
- Mm on soft sort, with coarfer 
a jj S > lat? tallow, or a mixture of 
. thefe; and THE BLACK (as is 
a] d) with train oil. 

I he purer hard foap is the only 
intended for internal ufe. This 
Unrated with oily or refinous 
^ a tters, renders them foluble in 
f ^. er 5 and hence becomes an ufe- 
r ^ in g re dient in pills cornpofed of 
j n 1 ! 1s j promoting their diffolution 
ai - e ^ornach, and union with the 
j s ! Piia! fluids; but gum mucilage 
t er ° lln fi to anfwer the purpofe bet- 
0 f ’ p °erhave was a great admirer 
ti . r P * an< ^ ’ n fi" is private prac- 
Pih dc ! 0m P re)ci 'ibed any refinous 
.q, s . without it; imlefs where an 
; u . ale ^ e nt or putrid ftate of the 
f’'np S 1()rPa fi e > rs ufe. From the 
.quality, foap likewife feems 

or u I° 1 ' diflolving fuch oily 

wit[ U - ° US matters as it may meet 
ju? * 111 b°dy, attenuating vifeid 
c e f. opening obfruiiions of the vif- 
p 0 jf a '}d deterging all the veffiels it 
erf-a t>Lyou gh- It is likewife a pow- 
his • mm A ru nmfor the human calcu- 
is ', a of it in lime water 

Can U \ °f the Jlrongefl diffolvenfs that 

mach. [V' en f J a f et y [ nt0 the Jlo- 
ti 0;i ' ule virtue of this compofi- 
the - 1S Con fifi e rabiy greater than 
er £ Qf ^ re 8 ate °f the diflolving pow- 
u *htii v l "f i0a P aid Pme water when 


Acids fhould never be ufed with 
foap, becaufe they decompound it, 
by uniting with the alkaline fait, 
and thus feparating it from the oil. 
In moderate quantity, foap fel- 
dom can enter the circulation in 
its perfect ftate; becaufe, as there 
always is more or lefs of an acid in 
the ftomach, the foap mull be de¬ 
compounded. It is therefore con- 
ftdered as a very good corrcdior of 
acidity in the primed vies. If there¬ 
fore any fervice is to be expected 
from foap as a deobftruent and de¬ 
tergent, it muft be given in larger 
doles than are commonly preferib- 
ed, or they fhould be much more 
frequently repeated. 

Soap united with rectified fpirit, 
camphor, and eflential oils, forms 
an agreeable external application 
for fuperficial tumours, or others 
more deeply feated, (trains, bruif- 
es, Sec. 

The foft foaps are more pene¬ 
trating and acrimonious than the 
hard. The only medical ufe of 
thefe is for fome external pur- 
pofes. 

Med. VlRT. r.cfolvent — Stimu¬ 
lating. 

Prep. Plafter — Liniment — Bal - 
fam — Pills. 

SAP ON ARlsE folia , radix : 
Saponariee officinalis Lin. Soap - 
wort, or bruifewort; the herb and 
root. 

This grows wild, though not 
very common, in low wet places, 
and by the fides of running waters; 
a double flowered fort is frequent 
in our gardens. The leaves have a 
bitter, not agreeable tafte ; agitated 
with water, they raife a faponace- 
ous froth, which is faid to have 
nearly the fame c hefts with folu- 
tions of foap itlelf in taking out 
fpots from cloths, and the like. 
The roots tafte fweetifh, and fome- 
v/hat pungent; and have a light 
fmell like thofe of liquorice ; di- 
gefted in rectified fpirir, they viefd 
' Q 4 
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a ftrong tindhire, which lofes no¬ 
thing of it? tafle or flavour in being 
infpiflated to the confiftency of an 
extradh This elegant root has not 
come much into practice among us, 
though it promifes, from its fen.fi- 
ble qualities, to be a medicine of 
confiderable utility. It is greatly 
efteemed by the German phyficians 
as an aperient , corroborant, and fu- 
dorific; and preferred by the col¬ 
lege of Wirtemberg, Stahl, Neu¬ 
mann, and others, to farfaparilla. 

Mho. Virt. Aperient • — Corro¬ 
borant -- Sudorific . 

SARCOCOLLA [Z,.] Pinara 
farcocolla Lin. A concrete juice, 
brought from Perfia and Arabia, 
in fmall, whitifh, yellow grains, 
with a few of a reddifh, and fome- 
times of a deep red colour, mixed 
with them ; the whiteft tears are 
preferred, as being the freflieft. 
Its tafte is bitter, accompanied 
with a dull kind of fweetnefs. 
This drug diffolves in watery li¬ 
quors, and appears to be chiefly 
of the gummy kind, with a fmall 
mixture of refinous matter. It is 
principally celebrated for congluti- 
nating wounds and ulcers (whence its 
name crapxr/OAAa fieth-ghre), a 
quality to which neither this, nor 
any other drug, has a juft title. 

M e D. V i R r. Vulnerary. 

SARSAPARILLA [L. £.] Smi- 
lax Sarfaparilla Lin. S. P. A root 
brought from the Spanifli Weft 
Indies. It confifts of a great num- 
ber of long ftrings hanging from 

O O o o 

one head. The long roots (the 
only part made ufe of) are about 
the thickmfs of a goofe-quill, or 
thicker, flexible, compofed of fi¬ 
bres running their whole length, 
fo that they might be ftript into 
pieces from one end to the other. 
They have a glutinous, bitterifti, 
not ungrateful tafte ; and no fmell. 
This root was firft brought into 
Europe bv the Spaniards, about the 
year 1563, with the character of a 


fpecficfor the cure of the lues venerea, 
which made its appearance a little 
before that time, and likewife of 
federal objlinate chronic diforders • 
Whatever good effects it migh £ 
have produced in the warmer cli¬ 
mates, it proved unfuccefsful in 
this; infomuch that many have 
denied it to have any virtue at alh 
It appears however from experi¬ 
ence, that, though greatly unequal 
to the charadter which it bore at 
firft, it is in fome cafes of confi¬ 
derable life as a fudorfi :, where 
more acrid medicines are impro¬ 
per. Dr. Cullen fays, “ Were I to . 
confult my own experience alone, 
I ftiould not give this root a place 
in the materia rr.edica; for, tried in 
every fliape, I never have found 
it an effectual medicine in fiphyhs* 
or any other difeafe: ftill it is fre¬ 
quently ufed by other phyficians, 
who appear to have a high opinion 
of its efficacy ; and, though they 
do not allow that it will alone cure 
the lues venerea, they aflert that, 
given with mercury, the cure be¬ 
comes more expeditious. In nioft 
of the London hofpitals it is fre¬ 
quently in ufe; and patients, after' 
the ufe of mercury, have been 
known to be reftored much foonef 
to their health by this root, than 
could be accomplifhed by a 11 / 
other known medicine, efpeciallf 
when given in powder A 

In rheumatic affections, ferophula, 
and cutaneous affections, or where 
the acrimony of the fluids prevails* 
this root is recommended ; but 
fliould be continued in large dofes 
for a confiderable time; viz. two 
drams of the powder with half a 
pint of a ftrong decodlion, twice 
a day. 

The preparations are a decoCL° H 
and extract made with water; a 
decodlion of half an ounce of the 
root, or a dram of the extra#* 
which is equivalent thereto, may 
be taken for a dofe. 
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Med. Vi rt. Alterant- 
retie. 

R r Hp, Decoftion — Extract. 

. SASSAFRAS [L. E. ] Laurus 
J a Jf a fras Lin. S. P. Wood, root, 
aQ d its bark: brought to us in 
° n g Straight pieces, very light, and 
°* a Spongy texture, covered with 
a r °ugh fungous bark; outwardly 
°* an. afli-colour, inwardly of the 
c °!oi’r of rufty iron. It has a fra- 
§ ra nt fmell, and a fweetifh, aro- 
^tic, fubacrid tafte: the bark 
ta ftes much ftronver than 
other 


any 


Hr 


part; and the fmall twigs 


°nger than the large pieces. As 
*° the virtues of this root, it is a 
^ arni aperient , diuretic , diaphoretic , 
an d ^ corroborant ; and frequently 
€tri pioyed, with fuccels, for purify- 
2,1 d and fioeetening the blood and jut- 
Ccs ' For thefe purpofes, infufions 
^ade from the rafped root or bark, 
rna y be drunk as tea. In fome 
£° n ftitutions, thefe liquors, by their 
^ a grance, are apt, on fir it taking 
f to affedt the head : in fuch 
' 1( -s they may be aavantageonfiy 
; re ed from their flavour by boi!- 
> a decoition of faflafras, boil- 
down to the confidence of an 
A raft, proves (imply bitterijh and 
jj l P a ft rt ngent. Hoffman allures us, 
at be has frequently given this 
at ’ U ^ to t ‘ ie q uantit y a Scruple 
f.V lme remar ^ a bie fuccefs, 

• J ren gthening the tone of the vifeera 

• Ca 'hexie.s ; as alfo in the decline of 
^ ■’ 11tent fevers, and in hypochon • 
di (P a S ms% Saflafras yields in 
0 -j Elation an, extremely fragrant 
fy ’ a penetrating pungent tafte ; 
liX° nderou » (ootwithftanding the 

u ; e E of the drug itfeif) as to 
m w ater. Rectified fpirit ex- 
Efl'f -^e w bole tafte and fmell of 
e v a ras \ and elevates nothing in 
e*tr P A atl0n ’ ^ ence the fpirituous 
. Proves the moft elegant and 
i n? a £ Iou . s preparation, as contain- 
It - G , v * rtue of the root entire. 
ls however now thought to be 


of very little importance, and fel- 
dom employed but in conjunction 
with other more efficacious medi¬ 
cines. The only officinal prepa¬ 
ration is the effential oil, which 
may be given from two to ten 
drops for a dofe. 

Med. Virt. Alterant—Aperient 
— Corroborant. 

SATUREL/E herld: Saturehe - 
hortenfs Lin. Summer favoury; the 
herb. 

This herb is railed annually in 
gardens for culinary purpofes. It 
is a very pungent warm aromatic ; 
and affords, in diftilLatiou with 
water, a fubtile effential oil, of a 
penetrating fmell, and very hot, 
acrid tafte. It yields little of its 
virtues bv infufion to aqueous li¬ 
quors: rectified fpirit extracts the 
whole of its tafte and fmell, and 
elevates nothing in dlftillation. 

SATYRII MARIS radix: Or¬ 
chis mafculee Lin. Orchis; the 
root [£.] 

This plant is frequent in fhadv 
places and moift meadows: each 
plant has two oval roots, of a 
whitiffi colour, a vifeid fweetifh 
tafte, and a faint unpleafant fmell. 
They abound with a glutinous {limy 
juice. With regard to their vir¬ 
tues, like other mucilaginous vege¬ 
tables, they thicken the thin f rous hu¬ 
mours and defend the folids from their 
acrimony: they have alfo been ce¬ 
lebrated, though on no very good 
foundation, for analeptic and a- 
phrodifiac virtues : and frequently 
made ufe of in thefe intentions. 

SC AMMONIUM : Convolvulus 
Scammonia Lin. S. p. [l. e:\ 
Scammony; a concrete juice ex¬ 
tracted from the roots of a large 
climbing plant growing in Asi¬ 
atic Turkey. The beft copies from 
Aleppo, in light, fpungy maffes, 
eafily friable, of a Aiming afh co¬ 
lour verging to black ; when pow¬ 
dered, of a light grey or whitilh 
colour. An inferior fort is brought 
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from Smyrna, in more compact, 
ponderous pieces, of a darker co¬ 
lour, and full of fand and other 
impurities. This juice is chiefly of 
the refinous kind: reftified fpirit 
diffblves five ounces out of fix, the 
remainder is a mucilaginous, fu fi¬ 
nance m?xed with drofs : proof fpi¬ 
rit totally difiblves it, the impu¬ 
rities only being left. It has a faint 
popleafant fmell; and a bitteriih 
fomewhat acrimonious tafte, 

Scammony is an efficacious and 
jlrong purgative. Some have con¬ 
demned it as unfafe, and laid many 
ill qualities to its charge ; the prin¬ 
cipal of which is, that its operation 
is uncertain, a full dofe proving 
fometimes ineffedhial, whilft at 
other times a much l'maller one oc- 
tafions dangerous hypercatharfes. 
This difference however is owing 
entirely to the different circum- 
flances of the patient, and not to 
any ill quality, or irregularity of 
operation in the medicine. Where 
the inteftines are lined with an ex- 
ceilive load of mucus, the lcam- 
mony paffes through, without ex¬ 
erting itfelf upon them ; where the 
natural mucus is deficient, a frnall 
dofe of this or any other refinous 
cathartic irritates and inflames. 
Many have endeavoured to abate 
the force of this drug, and corredl: 
its imaginary virulence, by ex- 
pofing it to the fume of fulphur, 
diffolving it in acid juices, and the 
like; but this could do no more 
than deftroy as it were a part of 
the medicine, without making any 
alteration in the reft. Scammony 
in fubftance, judicioutly managed, 
Hands notin need of any corrector: 
if triturated with fugar or with 
almonds, as we have formerly re¬ 
commended for other refinous pur¬ 
gatives, it becomes fufficiently fafe 
and mild in operation. It may 
likewife be conveniently difiolved, 
by trituration, in a ftrong decoftiou 


of liquorice, and then poured off 
from the feces. The college of 
Wirtemberg allures us, that by this 
treatment it becomes mildly pur¬ 
gative, without being attended with 
gripes, or other inconveniencies: 
and that it likewife proves inoffen- 
five to the palate. The common 
dofe of fcarnmony is from three to 
twelve grains. 

Med. Virt, Strongly cathartic. 

Prep. Pulv. e fcarnm. comp .— • 
Pulv. e. Scamm. comp. c. Aloe — Pulv. 
e fcamm. c. Calomel. — Pulv. e 
Jena comp. — Extract, colocynih . 
comp. — Pilul. e colocynth. cum aloe. 

SCILLJE radix : Scillaf mariti¬ 
me Lin. Sp, P. The fquill, or 
lea-onion ; its root [L. E.\ 

This is a fort of onion,* growing 
fpontaneoully upon dry fandy fhores 
in Spain and the Levant, whence 
the root is annually brought into 
Europe. It fnould be chofen 
plumps Joint cl., /refit, and full of & 
clammy juice. Some have preferred 
the red fort, others the white, though 
neither deferves the preference to 
the other ; the only difference per- 
ceivable betwixt them, is that of 
the colour. This root is to the 
tafte very naufeous, intenfely bit¬ 
ter and acrimonious ; much han¬ 
dled,- it exulcerd'tes the (kin. With 
regard to its medical virtues, lt 
powerfully fiimulaies the folids, and 
attenuates vifield juices , and by thefe 
qualities promotes expectoration, tiring 
and (if the patient be kept warm) 
fweat. If the dofe be confiderabl e » 
it proves emetic, and fometimes p uf ' 
gative. But IllouId it be frequently 
repeated, it not only excites nauf e3 » 
tormina, and violent vomiting ; hu £ 
it has been known to proda ce 
ftrangury, bloody urine, hvp_ er ' 
catharfis, cardiaigia, haemorrhoin s > 
convulsions, with fatal infiam nl3 " 
tion and gangrene of the fton/ Ct 
and bowels. Notwithftandi ri b 
all which,, under proper ma» ? € e “ 
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nie pt> in certain cafes and confu¬ 
tations, it may be made a medicine 
great praftical utility, and of real 
tmportance in many obllinate dif- 
ea -fes. In dropflcat cafes it has long 
been efteemed one of the moft cer- 
la ’ n and effectual diuretics with 
^ 7 hich we have been acquainted, 
and ufually employed in humoral 
a Jihmas , as an expectorant. Tire 
diuretic effects of fquills have been 
nippofed' to be pro looted by the ad¬ 
dition of fome mercurial, particu- 
larly a folution of corrolive fubli- 
1 nate. As a diuretic the belt form 
Is powder, as being lefs liable to 
naufeate the ftomach ; though, per- 
naps, when flight naiifea does at- 
^_ e ud the exhibition, it has been ob¬ 
served to be moft efficacious. From 
the conftant repetition of tbefquill, 
*ne dofe may be gradually increaf- 
^d>_ and the intervals of the exhi¬ 
bition Ihorter ; and if to this opium 
is added, it will prevent its purga- 
* lve effedt, and determine more 
rrnely to the kidneysand when it 
ta kes this courfe, it will be of ufe, 
and generally fafe, during the exhi¬ 
bition, to increafe the ufual quanti¬ 
fy of drink. 

. The principal ufe of this medicine , 
3s mhcre the primes vice abound voithmu- 
c f Us matter , and the lungs are opprejjed 
’y tenacious phlegm. Dr. Wagner, 
On his Clinical Obfervations) recom- 
t ^ e> ‘ds it given along with nitre , in 
ydropical fuellings , and in the ne¬ 
phritis : and mentions feveral cures 
' Vl udi he performed, by giving 
rom four to ten grains of the pow- 
c er lor a dofe, mixed with a double 
quantity of nitre. He fays, that, 
lus managed, it ahnoft always ope- 
-ytes as a fji ur etic, though fome- 
'mes it vomits or purges. The 
commodious form for the 
^aking of fquills, unlefs when de- 
'Spcd as an emetic, is that of a 
_ o1 os or phi ; liquid forms arc to 
thr P eo P^ e too offenfive, though 
e le may be rendered lefs difagree- 


able both to the palate and ftomach, 
by the addition of aromatic diftil- 
led waters. This root yields the 
whole of its virtues both to aque¬ 
ous and vinous menftrua, and like- 
wife to vegetable acids. 

Med. Virt. Powerfully diuretic 
—- ExpeBorant — Stimulant. 

Prep. Syrup — Oxytnel—'Pills 
Conferve — Vinegar. 

SCORDII folia, lucri Scordii 
Lin. S. P. Water-germander ; the 
leaves [L. E.] 

This is a fmall, fomewhat hairv 
plant, growing wild in fome parts 
of England, though not very com¬ 
mon ; the (hops are generally fup- 
plied from gardens. It has a bitter 
tafte, and a ftrong difagreeable 
fmell. Scordium is of no great 
efteem in the prefent praClice, not- 
withftanding the deobjltjient , diure¬ 
tic , and fudorific virtues for which 
it was formerly celebrated. 

Med. Virt. Deobjlruent — Diure¬ 
tic — Sudorific — but doubtful. 

SCORZON EREE radix: Scorzs- 
nera hifpanics Lin. Viper-grafs ; 
the root. 

Scorzonera is met with only in 
gardens. The roots abound with 
a milky juice, of a bitterifliTub- 
acrid tafte; and hence may be of 
fome fervice, for flrengthening the 
tone of the vijeera, and promoting the 
fluid fecretions. They were former¬ 
ly celebrated as alexiphannics, and 
for throwing out the mealies and 
fmall-pox; but have now almofl: 
entirely loft their charaCfer. 

Med. Virt. Cordial and fiimu - 
lant — but doubtful. 

SCR OPHULARTEE VULGA¬ 
RIS L?.n. folia , radix. Fig-wort} 
the leaves and root. 

This herb grows wild in woods 
and hedges: the roots are of a 
white colour, full of little knobs 
or protuberances on the furface. 
This appearance gained it formerly 
fome repute againft fcrophulous 
diforders and the piles; and hence 
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it received its name: but modern 
pra&itioners expeCt no fuch virtues 
from it. It has a faint unpleafant 
fmell, and a fomewhat disagreeable 
tafte. 

SEEESTENsl: Cor din Myxa Lin. 
A fort of plum, brought half-dried 
from the Eaft-Indi . s: it is of a dark 
or blackifh brown colour, with 
whit ill) or afh-coloured cups; the 
flefli (ticks clofe to the (tone, which 
contains fometimes one and fome- 
times two kernels. This fruit has a 
fweet, very glutinous tafte : and 
hence has been employed/cr /often- 
ing acrimonious humours , in fome kinds 
of hoarfenefs, and in coughs from thin 
flarp defluxions. At prefent it is not 
often met with in the (hops. 

Med. Virt. Emollient. 

SEDI ACRIS Lin. herha recens. 
Wall-ftone-crop, or pepper; the 
recent plant. 

This fpecies of the fedum is 
a (mall perennial, fucculent, green 
plant, growing on the tops of walls 
and roofs of houfes. It has a faint 
fmell, and at firft an herbaceous 
tafte; but it afterwards (hows con* 
liderahie acrimony, exciting a fenfe 
of biting heat in the mouth and 
fauces. In its recent (late it is very 
aftive, proving emetic, purgative, 
and diuretic. The exprefled juice 
taken to the quantity of half an 
ounce has been faid to prove a 
very diuretic medicine; but the 
plant in its dried (late feems to lofe 
all its aCtivitv. Though fcarcely at 
all employed in medicine, from the 
powers it poifeffes, it appears wor¬ 
thy fome attention. 

Med. Virt. Emetic—Purgative 
— Diuretic. 

SENN/E folia: [L. E.] Cajfa 
Semm Lin S. P. the leaves of a 
fhrnbby plant cultivated in Per- 
fia, Syria, and Arabia ; whe'nte 
they are brought, dried and picked 
from the (talks, to Alexandria in 
Egypt ; and thence imported into 
Europe. They are of an oblong 


figure, fharp-pointed at the ends, 
about a quarter of an inch broad, 
and not a full inch in length, of a 
lively yellowifh green colour, a 
faint not very difagreeable fmell, 
and a fubacrid, bitte'rifh, nau- 
feous tafte. Some inferior forts are 
brought from Tripoli and other 
places ; the/e may e.afly be dif ingulf¬ 
ed by their being either narrower, 
longer , andfar per -pointed ; or larger, 
broader, and round-pointed , with fmall 
prominent veins ; or large and obtufe, 
of a fref green colour , without any 
yellow cajl. 

Senna is a very ufeful cathartic, 
operating mildly, and yet effectual¬ 
ly : and, if judicioudy doftd and 
managed, rarely occasioning the ill 
confequences which too frequently 
follow the exhibition of the ftronger 
purges. The only inconvenieneies 
complained of in this drug are, its 
being apt to gripe, and its naufe- 
ous flavour. The griping quality 
depends upon a refinous fubftance, 
which, like the other bodies of this 
clal's, is naturally difpofed to ad¬ 
here to the coats of the inteftines : 
the more this refin is divided by 
fuch matters as take off its tena¬ 
city, the lefs adhefive, and confe- 
quently the lefs irritating and grip¬ 
ing it will prove ; and the lefs it is 
divided, the more griping. Hence 
fenna given by iff elf, or inf if on s 
'made in a very fmall quantity of 
fluid, gripe feverely and purge Iff 
than when diluted by a large por¬ 
tion of fluitable menjlruum, or divided 
by mixing the infu/ion with oily emul- 
fiens. The fmell of fenna refides 
in its more volatile parts, and may 
be difeharged by lightly boiling in- 
fufions of it made in water : the li¬ 
quor thus freed from the peculiar 
flavour of the fenna, may be eafdy 
rendered grateful to the tafte, by 
the addition of any proper aromatic 
tinChire or dillilied water. If fen^ 
na is infufed in the infufum ama- 
rum, a lefs quantity of fenna is 
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J'eceflary for a dofe, than when in- thefe cafes, Lemery, D11 Hamel, and 
lufed. in water- Though if one Juffieu, experienced its good fuc- 
^ r am of fenna be infilled in four cefs. (See the French Memoirs for 
ounces of water, it rarely occafions the years 1738, 1739.) Its more 
any griping, and will be found to immediate effeds are thofe of a diti- 
atifwer the purpofes of a common retie , diaphoretic , and cathartic; 
cathartic. The tafle is well covered fometimes it proves emetic , and 
h >' coriander feeds; but cardamoms, fometimes falivates. The three lalt 
linger, or fome of the warmer aro- operations may be occafionally pre- 


®at]cs, ar c faidtobe more effectual. 
Med.Virt. Cathartic. 

Prep. Simple Inf\ {ion — Tartarifed 
i'tfujion — ‘7 mFturc—Extrail — Elec¬ 
tuary—Compound powder, 

SENEKA [ L. £.] Polygalafene- 
Lin. S. P. Senecka, rattle-'fnake 
r °ot; the root of a fpecies of poly- 
gala, which grows fpontaneoully 
North America, particularly in 
Pcnnfylvania, Canada, Virginia, 
and bears the winters of our 
own climate. This root is ufually 
a bout the thicknefs of the little fin¬ 
s'^ varioufly bent and contorted, 
appears as if compofed of 
joints, whence it is fuppofed to re¬ 
semble the tail of the animal whofe 
^anie it bears. A kind of membra- 
^uus margin runs on each fide, the 
' A hole length of the root, and a Ion* 
fptudinal woody fibre through its 
Centre, as in ipecacuanha, Externally , 
lt; is of a yellowilli pale brown 
colour— internally, white. The fmell 
weak, but naufeous, efpecially 
when a large quantity is fhut in a 
cloie veffel. The talle is warm like 
]yhite. pimpernel, but more acrid, 
ll ^cid, and (lightly bitter. 

I his root is not at prefect much 
n °vvn in the (hops. The Senega- 
Jo Indians are faid to prevent the 
t^al eiTedls which follow from the 
• >u . e °f the rattle-fnake, by giving 
internally, and applying it exter- 
p c;i, y to the wound. It has of late 
ec *u ftrongly recommended in pleuri- 
" ' 5 h er ipneinnotiies, and other inflam- 
? f n, ' r y djlcmpcrs; but, at the fame 
une, repeated bleeding, where ne- 
h e a T, is not to be negledled. It 
as proved ufefui in rheumatifm* In 


vented, by giving the root in fmail 
dofes, along with aromatic fimple 
waters, as that of cinnamon. 

Some have likewife employed 
this root in hydropic cafes , and not 
without fuccefs. Buovart (in the 
Memoirs before mentioned, 1744.) 
relates examples of its occafioning 
a plentiful evacuation by ftooi, 
urine and perfpiration, and by thefe 
means removing the difeafe, aftes 
the common diuretics and hydra- 
gogues had failed. Where this medi¬ 
cine operates as a cathartic , it gene¬ 
rally proves fuccefsful. Dr. Pekci- 
val thinks it fometimes ufefui in 
hydrops peilorisf as, befides its ef¬ 
fects as an evacuant, it ails on the 
bronchia/glands. It is given in pow¬ 
der and decoftion ; in the former 
mode the dofe is from gj to 3fs, 
two or three times a day ; or in 
form of pills, mixed with extract of 
liquorice. Where vomiting might 
be unfafe, the decoction is molt 
eligible; one ounce boiled in a pint 
and a half of water, till reduced to 
one pint, is fufficknt—one ounce 
and a half of which decoction may 
be taken every two or three hours. 
If it a£ts by liquifying the blood and 
juices, without occafioning a idue 
difeharge, it fhould either be ab- 
ftained from, or alfifted by proper 
additions. 

Med. Virt, Cathartic — Diure¬ 
tic. 

SPRIGUM et fclliculi bombycis. 
Silk and filkworms’ bags. Thefe 
are fcarce ever made ufe of for any 
medicinal purpoles. In their crude 
ltate they are certainly very infig- 
nificant: though if burnt in a dole 
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vefTelj after the fame manner as 
fjponge, they would probably prove 
a medicine of fimilar, and per¬ 
haps of fuperior virtue. They 
yield a larger quantity of volatile 
fait, than any other animal fub- 
ftance I know. 

SERPENT ARIA VIRGINIA- 
NA [A. A.] Ariftolcchia ferpenta¬ 
ria Lin. S. P. Virginian fnake- 
root; the root of a fpecies of arif- 
tolochia, growing in Virginia and 
. Carol! na. 

It is a fmall, light, bufliy root, 
confiding of a number of firings 
or fibres, matted together, iiTuing 
from one common head; of a 
brownifh colour on the outfide, and 
paler or yellowifh within. It has 
an aromatic fmell, like that of va¬ 
lerian, but more agreeable ; and a 
warm, bitterifh, pungent tafle. This 
root is a Prong Jfbnulant , poflefled 
of tonic^ diaphoretic, and antifeptic 
powers: it has been greatly cele¬ 
brated as an alexipharmic , and ej- 
teancd one of the principal remedies in 
malignant fevers and epidemic difeafes. 
Many have thought cinchona and 
wine may in every cafe fuperfede 
the ufe of ferpentaria ; but when a 
mixed date of fever has been ob- 
ferv'ed to prevail, in which the bark 
has proved hurtful, this root has 
evidently had a good eiteft : and 
even in intermittent fevers, the 
bark has been found more effica¬ 
cious when joined with ferpentaria, 
than when given alone. In- thefe 
intentions, it is given in fubftance 
from ten to thirty grains, and in in- 
fnflon to a dram or two. Both 
watery and fpirituous menftrua 
extradt its virtue by infufion-, and 
elevate feme fliare of its flavour 
in diftillation: along with the 
water a fmall portion of efiential 
oil arifes. 

Med. Virt. Diaphoretic — Tonic 

—- Antifeptic . 

Prep. TinRure. 

SLRPILLI folia: Thy mi Se-pilli 


Lin. Mother of thyme ; the herb 
[£•] . 

This a fmall creeping plant, com¬ 
mon on heaths and dry pafture 
grounds. Its tafte, fmell, and m e r 
dical virtues are fimilar to thofe of 
thyme, but weaker; and it has a mild¬ 
er and rather more grateful flavour. 
It has been thought that this and 
other aromatic herbs give a flavour 
to the flefh of fheep that feed where 
thefe plants abound , but it is well 
known that fheep refufe thefe aro¬ 
matics when they have choice of 
other pafturage. 

SIMAROUBA [L.E.] Quaff¬ 
ed Simarouha Lin. Sp. P. a bark 
with pieces of the wood adhering 
to it, brought from Guinea, in 
long tough pieces, of a pale yellow¬ 
ifh colour, light, tough, and flexi¬ 
ble, and of a fibrous texture. It 
has a flrong, bitter, durable tafte* 
not very ungrateful, without f nell 
or manifeft aftrmgency. The bark 
of the root is efteerned the beft, 
which is diftinguifhed by the vef- 
tiges of the fibres cut off. That 
which is old, woody, of a dark 
colour, and but flightly bitter, 
fhould berejefted. Its virtues feem 
more perfectly extradited by cold 
than boiling water; the cold infu¬ 
fion being rather ftronger in tafle 
than the decodlion. It has been oi 
great ufe in an epidemic dyfentry > 
which neither yielded to purgatives 
nor astringents, and was Paid to be 
made worfe by ipecacuanha, which 
raged at Paris 10:718. It has been 
obferved to be fuccefsful in epidemic 
dyfentery , but more certain and 
fpeedy in jinxes of blood and bloody 
matter , than when the difebarge was 

bilious. It has alfo been efficacious in 

chronical diarrhoeas of fever al'fpecks > 
in habitual Jyfenteric colic ; irl 
chronical hepatic flux; in llcnt'e- 
ryj in leucho n hex a; and for worms. 
A decodtion of half a dram is given 
for a dofe, and repeated at inter¬ 
vals of three or four hours; k 13 
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alto given in powder from 3fs. to 
3 is, or more, feveral times a day. 
o eninre fuccefs, Jimarouba, like 
her aftive medicines, requires 
_ame judgment in its exhibition. 
J nder fome circumftances, clean- 
ln § the primse vise with proper 
? v acuants is previoufly necefiary ; 
ln fibers, bleeding, &c. &c. 

-'Iei). Virt. Antijiptic—-Tonic. 
SlNAPiiOS Jemen : Sinapi ni- 
f Ufn Lin. S. P. Muftard; the 
iee ds [L. JS.] 

, "his piant is fometimes found 
' v dd; but for culinary.and medici- 
u fes is cultivated in gardens. 
Muftard, by its acrimony and pun- 
§er,cy 5 jlimulates thefolids, and at te¬ 
states vijcidjuices; and hence hands 
e iervedly recommended for excit- 
lt! S appetite, promoting digejiion, in- 
Cr cafi?ig the Jluid fecretions ; by fti- 
^hlatmg the fibres, it proves a ge- 
heral remedy in paralytic and rbeu- 
tpatic ajfeftions. If taken in confi- 
er able quantity, it (pens the body , 
, nc * hicreafes the urinal difeharge; 
“-Hce found ufeful in dropjical 
'^plaints. Half an ounce of un- 
r nifed muftard-feed, or as much as 
° r dinary table-fpoon will con- 
„ ln ? does not prove heating to the 
°niach, but ftimulates the intefti- 
l canal, and commonly proves 
^e. Bergius fays, that he found 
v 11 :hard of great efficacy in curing 
'- 1 ‘nal intermittents—He dire&eda 
tak° n ^ U l t ^ e w h°Ic feed to be 

three °r four tim’es a-day du- 
dir^ tlae a py rex y; a »d when the 
_ ea fe was obhinate, he -added 
u r of milliard to the bark. Fre- 
H e htly the powder of muftard-feed 
bur* i external ty as a ftimulant : 
Jitd it ffiews, when frefh, 

ne A Pungency and much bitter- 
Xv -JL’ yhen it has been moiftened 
op • Vlne gar for a day, the effential 
k / 1 °i' ,rec i? and it becomes con¬ 
fix ta hly more acrid; a circum- 
Ce which fiiould be attended to 


when defigned for external ufe; 
and for the other purpofes of the 
acrid plants called antifcorbutic. 
It imparts its tafte and fmell in 
perfection to aqueous liquors, whilft 
rectified fpirit extradfs very little of 
either : the whole of the pungency 
arifes with water in diftillation. 
Committed to the prefs, it yields a 
confiderable quantity of a foft infi- 
pid oil, perfectly void of acrimony: 
the cake left after the expYefSon is 
more pungent than the muftard was 
at firft. 

Med.V xrt. Stimulant — Laxative, 

Free. Exprrjjed Oil — Emollient . 

SIUM-NODIFLORUM Lin. S. 
P — herba. [A.J Water-parfnip; the 
herb. 

It is an indigenous perennial 
plant, growing in our rivers and 
ditches, and nowering in July end 
Auguft. It was formerly coufidered 
not only as a diuretic , but alfo as an , 
emmenagogue and lithontriptic : at 
prelent, however, it is not ufed 
with any of thele intentions; it is 
now received as an antifcorbutic , or 
rather as a corrector of acrid hu¬ 
mours, efpecialiy when manifested 
by cutaneous eruptions and tumors 
ofthe lymphatic fyftem. The juice 
or decoction of this herb is alfo ufed 
in cafes of fcropbula. Dr, Wither-, 
ing gives an account of a lady, fixtv 
years old, who was cured of an ob- 
ftinate cutaneous difeafe by taking 
ten ounces and a half of this juice 
twice a-day ; to adults he has given 
three or four ounces every morn¬ 
ing repeatedly, in fimilar com¬ 
plaints, with the greateft advan¬ 
tage. It is not naufeous, as children 
take it readily if mixed with milk. 
The dofes in which it is given nei¬ 
ther arfeCt the ftomach nor bowels. 

Med. Virt. Ufeful in cutaneous 

Dforders. 

SOLANI LETHALIS folia: 
Atropce Belladonna Lin . Deadly 
nighflhade : the leaves. [A.] 
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This plant grows wild in fhady 
xvafte grounds. It has been fup- 
pofed cooling and difeutient in ex¬ 
ternal applications, and poifonous 
when taken internally..- Late ex¬ 
perience has {hewn, that an infufion 
of half a grain or a grain of the 
dried leaves may be taken with 
fafety, and that in many cafes may 
be increafed by degrees to fix 
grains,which is eonfidered a large 
dole; but this mode of beginning 
with a fmall 'quantity, and increa- 
fing it by degrees, is the fa fell mode 
of exhibiting it; that they generally 
occafion fome confiderable evacua¬ 
tion, and fometimes, efpecially in 
the larger of the above dofes, alarm¬ 
ing nervous fymptoms, which how¬ 
ever ceafe with the operation of the 
medicine. The leaves of belladon¬ 
na were firil ufed externally to dif- 
cufs cancerous and feirrbous tumors ; 
and alfo as an application to ill-con* 
ditinned ulcers. From their fuccefs 
in this way, phyficians were in¬ 
duced to try them internally for the 
fame diforders: and though in ma¬ 
ny cafes they were fucceisful, yet 
a variety have occurred where the 
bellodona was tried- without advan¬ 
tage : yet from Dr. Cullen we have 
fome fafts adduced in confirma¬ 
tion of the utility of this plant. He 
has had a cancer of the lip entirely 
cured by it; a fchirrofity of a wo¬ 
man’s bread:, which frequently pro¬ 
ceeds to cancer, entirely difeufied 
by it t—a fore, a little below the eye, 
which had put on a cancerous ap¬ 
pearance, was much mended by its 
life; but, from the timidity of the 
patient, fhe defined from it too 
loon—the fore gfevv worfe ; but, 
upon returning to it again, received 
benefit—{lie again left off its ufe, and 
the fame confequences of the fore’s 
growing worfe occurred. Thefe 
afford certain proofs of its efficacy. 
The fenfiblfe ethefts' produced by 
the ^internal ufe of this plant, taken 


in proper dofes, are vfually by the 
ft in, urinary pafages , and fometimes 
byftool. — In larger do fa, troubiefomC 
drynefs in the mouth and throat, 

‘ giddinefs and dimnefs of fight are 
experienced. 

The root feems to partake of the 
fame quality as the leaves, but is 
lefs virulent. With refpeft to the 
berries, fo fuccefsfully employed as 
an anodyne by Gefner and others, 
a fmall fpoonful of a fyrup of the 
juice was the dole given. Befides 
the complaints above recited, it has 
been faid alfo to be employed with 
fuccefs in fome cafes of melancholia, 
mania , and cpilep/y. 

Med. V11< t . Po veer fully evac uant. 

SPERMA CETI [L. £.] Serum 
ceti cryjlallifatum: An un&uouS 
flaky fubftance, of a fnowy white- 
nefs, a foft butyraceous tafte, with¬ 
out any remarkable fmell; faid to 
be prepared from the fat of the 
brain of the whale, by boiling and 
purifying it with alkaline lixivia. 
The virtues of this concrete are 
thofe of a mild emollient: it is of 
confiderable ufe in pains and ero- 
jions of the intejlines , in coughs pro¬ 
ceeding from thinftarp dcjluxions, 2 CD&, 
in general, in all cafes where the fo - 
lids require to be relaxed, or acrimo¬ 
nious humours to be fattened. For ex¬ 
ternal purpofes, it readily diffolves 
in oils ; and, for internal ones, may 
be united with aqueous liquors into 
the form of an emulfion, by the 
mediation of almonds, gums, of 
yolk of an egg. Sugar does not 
render it perfectly mifeible with 
water; and alkalies, which change 
other oils and fats into foap, have 
little effedf upon fperma ceti. This 
drug ought to be kept very clofely 
from the air, othervvife its white co¬ 
lour foon changes into a yellow * 
and its mild unctuous taffe, into a 
rancid and offenfive one. After F 
has fuffered this difagreeable altera¬ 
tion, both the colour and quality 
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•* a y be recovered again by fteep- 
it in alkaline liquors, or in 
^.fufficient quantity of fpirit of 

Yirt. Emollient* 

2 bp lGELIA [L. E. ] Spigelian,ari- 
^ n dica Lin. Indian Pink: this plant 
^as a perennial fibrous root, whence 
f'ie fingle ftems, befet with oppo- 
e oval-lanceolate, entire leaves, 

^ hd crowned with a fpike of tubu- 
hionopetalous red flowers, with 
ftamina and one piftil. Each 
^er is fucqeeded by two round 
in lte< ^ ^ivalvular capfules, contain- 
^ evend Email feeds. It grows 
a Po , nta o e °ufly in South Carolina, 
\ T ' other fouthern provinces of 
America. 

as *«e ufe of the root of this plant 
c an anthelmintic, was com muni- 
tf e e< ^ rom the native Indians to 
hii C ,°^ 0n ^ft s 5 and it has fince been 
*j,^ c o employed in that country. 
g e e account of its virtues is to 
with in a paper of Dr. Li- 
fj , G ’ S > Vol. I. of the Eflays Phy- 
jj a an d Literary; and Dr. Gar- 
S con ^ rmed ^ Vol. III. 
gj Ve ^ e fame publication, and has 
f Cr - n . a figure and particular de- 
A'tion 0 f t j le pi an j. 

der „ root gi yen both in pow> 
is infufion ; but the powder 

dofe ? erned moll efficacious. The 
£>ht 1S not accur ately afcertained, 
o r ^ xten ds to from twelve to fixty 
in i n r ent y grains of the powder ; 
Shan ' a f J on it may be given to the 
t u> ; °f t wo, three, or four dra ms, 

etfi c . e ? da V. It is found to be 1110ft 
d 0es ac, ° Us when it purges, which it 
tio ns 110 ways without fome addi- 
Pr ev ;’ exhibition of a vomit 

pink? 115 t0 tde uPe °f the Indian 
It f 0 as . P rovec i very ferviceable. 
eff ei a etlmes produces difagreeable 
as gjj ,? n tde nervous fyftem, fuch 
anfl c lnePs ’ dimnefs of the fight, 
ties n ° f nv ? lflv e motions of the muf- 
the eye. It is faid to adt 


powerfully as a fedative in abating 
the exacerbations of low remittent 
worm-fevers. 

It does not lofe much of its 
power by keeping, and appears to 
be moft efficacious, and pleafanter 
in its effedfs, when given in full 
than when adminiftered in fmall 
dofes: “ For, from the latter,” fays 
Garden, “ giddinefs, dimnefs of 
fight, convulfions, &c. more fre¬ 
quently follow than from the for¬ 
mer ; for, from large dofes, he has 
not known any other effedf than 
its proving emetic and violently ca¬ 
thartic. Should it though produce 
no effedl upon the belly, it is pro¬ 
per to add a grain or two of calo¬ 
mel, or a few grains of rhubarb, to 
affift its operation ; but he obferved 
that the fame happy effedt of eva¬ 
cuating worms did not follow 7 its 
ufe as when it was purgative with¬ 
out addition.” 

Med. Virt- Anthelmintic. 
SPINAL CERVIN JE bacca*: 
Rhamni cathartici Lin• S. P. Buck¬ 
thorn ; the berries [/,. E .] 

This tree, or bufh,is common in 
hedges : it flowers in June, and ri¬ 
pens its fruit in September, or the 
beginning of Odfober. In our mar¬ 
kets, the fruit of fome other trees, as 
th efrangula or black berry-bearing 
alder, and the comus fcemina or dog- 
berry-tree, have of late years been 
frequently mixed with, or fubfii- 
tuted for, thofe of buckthorn. This 
abufc may be dfcovered by opening the. 
berries: thofe of buckthorn have 
almoft always four feeds, the berries 
of the f angula two, and thofe of 
the comus fcemina only one. Buck¬ 
thorn berries, bruifed on white pa¬ 
per, give it a green tindfure, which 
the others do not. Thofe who fell the 
juice to the apothecaries, are faid to 
mix with it a large proportion of 
water. 

Buckthorn berries have a faint 
difagreeable fmell, and a naufeous 
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bitter tafte. They have long been 
in confiderable efteem as cathartics; 
and celebrated irt dropfes , rheuma- 
tifms , and even in the gnut ; though 
in thefe cafes they have no advan¬ 
tage over other purgatives, and are 
more offenfive, and operate more 
churlifhly, than many with which 
the lhops are furnifhed ; they gene¬ 
rally occafion gripes, ficknefs, dry 
the mouth and throat, and leave a 
third of long duration. The dofe 
is about twenty of the freili berries 
in fubftance, and t\vice or thrice 
this number in decoftion, a dram of 
the dried berries, an ounce of the 
pxpreffed juice, or half an ounce of 
the infpiflated juice or rob. But a 
fyrup has been chiefly employed by 
the phyficians who have been in the 
practice of employing it; who have 
found, that, in dofes of from one 
ounce to two, it has proved a very 
powerful purgative, and have there¬ 
fore prefcribed it as an hydragngue. 
Jn this preparation, the naufeoiis 
flavour of the buckthorn is fome- 
w'hat alleviated by the fugar, and 
the addition of aromatics. 

M E D . V1R T. S tro ngly cathartic. 

Prep. Syrup. 

SPIRJTUS VINOSUS REC- 
T 1 FICATUS. \_E.L.) Reftified 
fpirit of wine; u a fpirit diflilled 
“ from wine or other fermented 

liquors, purified as much as pof- 
“ Able from its fetid fmell, and 
“ the phlegm that arifes with it in 

the firft d iff illation.” too parts 
pontain 95 parts alcohol, and 5 
parts of diflilled water. Its fpecific 
gravity to that of diflilled water is 
,835 to x,ooo. This purification 
is eifefted, by repeating the diftil- 
lation in a very gentle heat, with 
certain additions, to keep down the 
phlegm and the grofs oil in which 
the ill flavour refides. Thefe fpi- 
rits, from whatever vegetable fub- 
jedls they havq been produced, are, 
when perfectly pure, the fame. 


They .have a hot pungent tafte* 
without any particular flavour; 
they readilv catch flame, and burn 
entirely away, without leaving any 
marks of an aqueous moifture be- 
hind ; diflilled by a heat lefs than 
that of boiling water, they totally 
arife, the laft runnings provingas fla- 
vourlefs and inflammable as the firft • 
Theydiffolve eflential vegetable nils 
and refins into an uniform tranip 3 " 
rent fluid. Thefe fpirits are the 
lighted: of almofl all known liquors 1 
exprefted oils, which fwim upon 
water, fink in thefe to the bottom 1 
a meafure which contains ten ounces 
by weight of water, wi 11 hold little 
more than eight and a quarter of 
pure fpirit. 

The ufes of vinous fpirits, aS 
menftma for the virtues of ofbe f 
medicines, we fliall fee hereafter* 
and in this place confider only the' r 
own. Pure fpirit coagulates all 
fluids of animal bodies , except urine* 
and hardens the /'olidparts. Appl' e ® 
externally, it jh engthcns the vejflh 
thickens the. iuices in them , and tin! s 
powerfully refrains haemorrhages. ' 
injlantly contradls the extremities oft'*, 
verves it touches, and deprives them 
fenfe and motion ; by thefe mean* 
eafing them of pain, but at 
fame time deftroying their un* 
Hence employing fpirituous liqn° 13 
in fomentations (notwithftandjng 
'the fpecious titles of vivifying* 
beating, reftoring mobility, refo| v ' 
ing, diffipating, aqd the like, tft 11 ' 
ally attributed to them) may forne* 
times be attended with unhapfA 
confeqqences. Thefe liquors, 
ceived undiluted into t!ie florna_ c11 * 
produce the fame eflccts, thickening 
the fluid, and contracting all 11 j 
folid parts which they touch, an . 
deftroying,' at leaft for a time, th el 
ufe and office : if the quantity be c ° n 
filer able, a pafly or apoplexy follofl'* 
which ends in death. Taken 1 
imall quantity, and duly dilutfh* 



THE MATERIA MEDICA. 


243 


Part IL 


^ brace up thefibres , raije the fph’its , 

.. 'promote agility : if further con- 
j ‘ e h, the leufes are dijordered, vo- 
Jjfitary motion defiroyed , and at length 
? e fame inconveniences brought on as 
ffi 01 ?- Vinous fpirits therefore, in 
A* a U dofes. and properly diluted, 

: a - ke applied to ufeful purpofes 
R me cure of difeafes ; whilft in 
S c . r ones, or if their ufe be long 
“tinned, thev aft as a poifon of 

a Particular kind. 

? 1 Virt. Cordial — Stimu- 

la ut. 

SPiRirus VINOSUS TE- 
^UI 0R> Proof fpirit ; [L. £.] 
a \ e farne fpirit, containing an ad¬ 
mixture of an equal quantity of 
“tl ater: . beft P r °of fpirit is 
c t ^ at diltiUed from French wine ; 
u l lt: ^°r common ufes may be em¬ 
it h ffVed the fpirit drawn from me- 
a ** e s or the fyrupy matter that 
n t ^ ns from fugar in the purinca- 
ti r .’ commonly called melalfes 
r-' u * 100 parts of this contain 
f iiqP arts of alcohol, and 45 parts of 
ty water. Its fpecific gravi- 

S to that of diftilled water as 
x »ooo. The fpirits ufually 
Under the name of proof, 
difrilled from different fer- 
PMea ^quors, freed from their 

CefJP^ a “d ill flavour only to a 
reg af \ n ^ e gree. Their purity with 
1 ° ^ avour may be eafily 
t'n e A . pom the tafte, efpecially if 
W ere ^ !rit be find duly diluted. It 
cerf^j 0 be w^ed, that we had a 
ftr en '^^“dard with regard to their 
Co, itfi ’) P r *be quantity of water 
Which^' u them; a circumftance 
dici na ^ ,eat ^y influences fundry me- 
*he tii-A P re P ara ti°ns, particularly 
K’ " r !! ■ f -> as pure fpirit dif- 
W’at er ^ “ re fin and volatile oil, and 
Parts of ' V S l,rnm y and faline 
that a v y e § et ables, it is evident 
^herein a .L lat i on tn the proportions 
JJ, hefe are mixed, will vary 
Up itl V \ n § power of the men- 
• c °nfequently the virtu? 


the 

ftr 


of the preparation. The common 
methods of e Hi mating the quantity 
of phlegm contained in tfufe fpi¬ 
rits, are liable to uncertainty: it 
fhould therefore feem neceffarv for 
the nicer purpofes, and where a 
perfectly flavourlefs proof fpirit is 
required, to make ufe of the pure 
rectified fpirit, mixed with 3 cer¬ 
tain determined proportion of wa¬ 
ter : equal quantities of thefe li¬ 
quors, whether taken by weight or 
meafure, compofe a fpiiit fome- 
what weaker than what has been 
generally looked upon as proof: 
the exaft proportions are, one hun¬ 
dred parts by weight of pure fpirit, 
and eighty-fix of water. 

Med. Virt. Cordial — Stimu¬ 
lant. 

SPONCSlA [L.E.y. Spongia offi¬ 
cinalis Lin. S. N. Sponge ; a fofr, 
light, very porous and compreflible 
fubftance, readily imbibing water, 
and dillending thereby. It is found 
adhering to ropks, particularly in 
the Mediterranean fea, about the 
islands of the Archipelago. It is 
generally fuppofed to be a vegeta¬ 
ble produ&ion r neverthelefs fome 
obfervations, lately made by Juf- 
fieu, give room to fufpeft that it is 
of animal origin. Chemical expe¬ 
riments favour this fuppofition ; 
analyfed, it yields the fame princi¬ 
ples with animal fubflances in ge¬ 
neral : the volatile fait is in larger 
quantity than I have obtained from 
any animal matter, except the bags 
of the filk-worm. On this fait, 
generated by fire, which is juft 
formed, and combined with its own 
oil and an earthy matter, feern to de¬ 
pend the virtues of the officinal 
fiongia ttfia. It is given in feropbu- 
iou< and cutancou> dforder r, particu¬ 
larly in the bronchccclr , by placin 
half a dram of it, mixed up vvitn 
fufficient quantity of honey, under 
the tongue, and gradually {wallow¬ 
ing it for fix fucceffive nights, ad- 
miniftering. a purge every eighth 
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day; but it may be more conve¬ 
niently given in form of lozenges 
in all fuch cafes. It is alfo ordered 
in form of powder and infufion, 
as an abforbent againjl acidities in the 
prima via. It fhould never be 
rubbed in a brafs mortar, becaufe it 
is apt to acquire an emetic quality 
from its fait eroding the metal. Its 
dofe is from 20 to 40 grains, or 
more, twice a day, joined with two 
or three grains of powdered rhu¬ 
barb-—to an infant from 5 to 3 
grains, with one of rhubarb. 

Crude fponge, from its proper¬ 
ty of imbibing and diftending by 
moifture, is fometimes made ufe of 
as a tent for dilating wounds and ul¬ 
cers. In order to fit it for thefe pur- 
pofes, the fponge fhould be im- 
noerfed in melted wax,*and kept 
under preflure till cool, and then it 
may be eafily formed into tents, fo 
as to be introduced where necefla- 
ry. And from the gradual melting 
of the wax in confequence of the 
heat of the part, a dilatation takes 
place of courfe. 

Sponge adheres ftrongly to the 
mouths of wounded veffels ; and 
when retained by proper compref- 
fion, it has prevented conjidcrable 
bleedings , preferably to agaric, or 
puff-ball. 

Med. Virt. Attenuant , inter¬ 
nally — Externally, ajlringent. 

STANNUM [L. E.) Tin is 
the lighted and eafieft of fufion of 
all the metals. Pleated, it becomes 
fo brittle as to fall in pieces by a 
blow ; and by agitation (when juft 
ready to melt) into a powder: hence 
the officinal method of pulverifing 
this metal, to be deferibed in its 
place. The proper menftruum of 
tin is the marine acid, or aqua re- 
gis : vegetable acids likewife dif- 
folve it in confiderable quantity, 
though it has long been fuppofed 
not to be at all fallible in them, 
unlefs previoufly well calcined. 

With regard to the virtues of 


this metal, it was formerly accounted 
a fpecific in diforders of the uterus and 
lungs ; a calx of tin and antimony 
is ftill retained in fame difpenfe* 
tones, under the name of an anti- 
hedtic: but thefe are virtues, to 
which it certainly has little claim* 
It ha£ of late been celebrated, on 
better foundation, as an anthelmin¬ 
tic ; and faid to deftroy l'ome kinds 
of worm's which elude the force 01 
many other medicines. Poflibly the 
caufe of this effedt may be very dif' 
ferent from what may be fufpedl' 
ed, an admixture of a portion 01 
arfenic. 

Tin has a ftrong affinity with 
arfenic : infomuch that when onc e 
united therewith, the arfenic, n ot * 
withstanding its volatility in othef 
circumftances, cannot be totally 
expelled either by flow calcination 
or by a vehement fire. Almoft 
the ores of tin contain more or l e J 
of this poifonous mineral, which lS 
not entirely feparable in the con 1 ' 
mon procefles by which the ore 5 
are run down, or the metal further 
purified. Filings of tin held in 
flame of a candle, emit a tlu c 
fume, fmelling of garlic; wh ,c ^ 
fmell is universally held, in mm e 
ral fubftances, to be a certain crd e 
rion of arfenic. Henckex- 
difeovered a method of feparatmS 
adtual arfenic from tin; this is e , 
fedted by folution in aqua regia 
cryftallization : Mr. Margraff 
(in a volume of the Berlin Mem° ir ^ 
given a farther account of this p r ° 
cefs ; and relates, that, from 1 
tins ufually reputed pure, 
obtained one-eighth their wet 


he 
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cryftals of arfenic. Much has 
faid againft its medical ufe, on ? _ 
count of its affinity with ar f n 
but in form of powder, or 
it has been repeatedly admm’m e ^ 
in large doles of from 3 
an ounce, particularly ag‘ ^ 
the taenia or tape worm \ w ] 
proves that either the qqaetd) 
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g e ^ic contained therein is too in- 
gnfficant, or that it is too inti- 
nteI y combined therewith, to do 
S re at harm. To children it is 
°mmonly given two or three times 
0 A a y> mixed with treacle, in dcfes 

v.lt r0rn 10 4° S rains » anc ^ to a ^~ 

fr°m 1 to 2 or 3 drams or more. 

p Et) . Virt. Anthelmintic. 

Rep. Powder or Filings. 
i/ ^ TAP HlSAGRIiE Jbncn: Del- 
Stapbifagria Lin. S.P. Staves- 
5 the feeds. [L. E.] 
an • ePe are ^ ar g e rough feeds, of 
a , l . rre gularly triangular figure, of 
^ , ac ^ifli colour on the outfide, 
'j.f 1 yellowifh or whitifli within, 

Itcu are ufuaII y brought from 
^ yj.the plant is not very com- 
n ln this country, though it 
jj a ars °ur fevereft colds. They 
G a difagreeable fmell, and a 
ta r/ na ufeous, bitterifli, burning 
t L e * Stavefacre was employed by 
on atlc ‘ ents as a cathartic; but it 
C a tes with fo much violence 
tsf ,. u P War ds and downwards, and 
its ^ la ^ e to inflame the throats, that 
g en lnt ernal ufe has been, among the 
ti m er ?*Jty of practitioners, forfome 
pj Q e ai ^ afide. It is chiefly em- 
f 0 ' ec *> in external applications,- for 
and e J^inds of cutaneous eruptions, 
A for deftroying lice and other 
th : s i n f°much that it has from 
fljfp Vlrt ne received its name, in 
r; s Creilt languages; herba pcdicula- 
l 0j , r Jer be aux poux — lausOiraut — 

take ^ iRT * Violently cathartic 

jtr u a. Eternally — externally, dc- 

tprv t0 Iice an ^ ot ^ er lh febh. 

J l n CIU AS : Lavendula Stcechas 
Wa , Ara bian ftcechas, or French 

•X'KfiowOT. 

dej.^, 15 I s a Ihrubby plants eonfi- 
la Ve 7 ^nailer than the common 
br 0 u V r; flowei 7 heads are 
er n b'om Italy and the fouth- 

Rpt fo rtS Prance * They are very 
aft,J § rovv mouldy in the pafiage, 
’ Cven when they efcape this 


inconvenience, are generally much 
inferior to thole raifed in our gar¬ 
dens. The bell ftcechas which we 
receive from aboard, has no great 
fmell or tafte. Pomet affirms, that 
fuch as the fhops of Paris are fup- 
plied with, is entirely deftitute of 
both; whilft that of our own growth, 
either whilft frefli, or when careful¬ 
ly dried, has a very fragrant fmell, 
and a warm, aromatic, bitterifli, 
fubacrid tafte; diftilled with wa¬ 
ter, it yields a confiderable quanti¬ 
ty of a fragrant effential oil; to 
rectified fpirit it imparts a ftrong 
tinCture, which infpiflated proves 
an elegant aromatic extra#. ' This 
aromatic plant is rarely met with in 
prefcriptibn. 

There is another |flant called ftce- 
chas, which from the beauty and 
durability of its flowers has of late 
years had a place in our gardens, 
and whofe aromatic qualities ren¬ 
der it worthy of one in the fliops ; 
this is the gnaphalium arenarium Lin. 
Golden ftoechas, goldilocks, or yel¬ 
low caffidony : its flowers ftand in 
umbels on the tops of the branches; 
they are of a deep Alining yellow 
colour, which they retain in per¬ 
fection for many years ; their fmell 
is fragrant and agreeable, fomewhat 
of the mufky kind; their tafte 
warm, pungent, and fub-aftrin- 
gent; they impart their flavour to 
water in dillillation, and by infufion 
to rectified fpirit. 

Med. Virt. Aromatic. 

STRAMONIUM [£.] Datura 
Stramonium Lin. Thorn-Apple : an 
herbaceous plant, with a thick 
branched ftalk* two or three feet 
high, large flnuated leaves, and 
long tubular white or purplifii 
flowers, fucceeded by large prick¬ 
ly, green, flefliy feed-veflels, which 
open at the end in four divifions, 
and difclofe numerous black feeds. 
It flowers in July. It grows indi¬ 
genous in fome parts of Britain, 
amongft rubbilh and dunghills, 
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This plant, which has been long 
known as a narcotic poifon, has 
been introduced into the catalogue 
of medicines by Dr. Stcerck. An 
extract made from the expreOed 
juice of the leaves is acrid and fa- 
line to the tafte, and yields chry- 
flals of nitre on (landing.- This 
preparation, given in dofes of from 
one to five grains twice or thrice a 
day, is laid to be a very powerful 
remedy in various cotivuljive and 
fpajmod'c djbrdgrs, cpilcpfy and ma¬ 
nia. The accounts of other prac¬ 
titioners have confirmed it; and it 
has been received into fome phar¬ 
macopoeias. The powder of the 
leaves, or the feeds, promifes to 
furnifli a more certain and conve¬ 
nient formula than the extract. An 
ointment prepared from the leaves 
has been found togive eafein exter¬ 
nal inflammation and haemorrhoids. 

Much as has been (aid of the ef¬ 
ficacy of this plant by Stcerck, 
and other foreign phyficians; in 
Britain we have not heard of its fuc- 
cefs being equal to their report; 
Dr. Cui.len confiders the ftramo- 
nium as poffeffing narcotic powers, 
but has had no pradlical experience 
to fix his opinion on the fubjedt; 
and indeed it has been with us fo 
little employed, that the college of 
phyficians of London have given it 
no place in their pharmacopoeia. 
But from its very adtive powers it 
merits attention, particularly in de- 
fperate cafes, where ail other means 
have been tried in vain. 

Med. Virt. Narcotic. 

Peep. Infpifated Juice. 

STY RAX CALAMITA, Sfyrax 
officinalis Lin. S. P. Storax in the 
cane. Storax; an odoriferous refi- 
nous fubftance, exuding, in the 
warmer climates, from a tree called 
Sfyrax mali cotonei folio. It has 
been cuftomary to diftinguifh three 
forts of florax, though only one is 
ufually met with in the (hops. 

i. Sty rax calamita , or florax in 


the cane, fo called from its having 
been formerly brought inclofed in 
reeds from Pamphylia. It is either 
in fmall diflindt tears, of a whitifi* 
or reddifh colour, or in larger maf' 
fes compofed of fuch. 

2. Star ax in the lump , or red fin* 
rax. This is in mafl'es of an uni' 
form texture and yellowifli red of 
brownifli colour, though fometinies 
likewife interfperfed with a fe" r 
whitifh grains. Of this fort there 
has been fome to be met with in 
the (hops, under the name of fto- 
rax in the tear. 


3. T he common Jtorax of the fbop s 
is in large mafl'es, confiderably 
lighter and lefs compadt than the 
foregoing. It appears upon exam*' 
nation to be compofed of a fine re- 
finous juice, mixed with a quan¬ 
tity of faw-duft. For what purpofe 
this addition is made, I fhall no 1 
here inquire; obferving only, that d 
can fcarcely be fuppoled to be done 
with any fraudulent view, fince the 
faw-dufi appears at fight. Thi s 
common florax is much lefs efteenv* 
ed than the two firfl forts, though’ 
when freed from the woody matter? 
it proves fuperior in point of ft' a ' 
grancy to either of them. Redtifi eC j. 
fpirit, the common menflruum > 0 
refins, diffolves the florax, leaving 
the wood behind: nor does tin 5 
tindture Iofe much of its valuable 
parts, in being infpiflated to a fo' ltl 
confidence; w-hilfl aqueous liquors 
elevate alrnofl all the fragrancy 0 
the florax. 

Storax is one of the mod agree' 
able of the odoriferous refins, an 
may be exhibited to great ad van' 
tage in languors and debilities of 1 
nervous fxjlan. .This was with fo?^ 
of the ancients a familiar remedy f 
a refdvrnt ; and particularly.ufed i n 
catarrhal complaints , coughs , atlhrM 1 -* 
menjlrual objiruflions , See. and, 
its affinity to the balfams, vva 
ufed in ulcerations of the 
and other flutes of pulmonary culi 
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ynptjon; but in the prefent prac- 
C \T ^ * S totall y difregarded. 

■‘■VIed. Virt. Aro>natic — Stimu- 
lan *—Nervine. 

, STYRAX LIQUID A : Liqui- 
°>nbra Styraciflua Lin. Liquid fto- 
A What is moft commonly met 
f under this name, is a fo ft re- 
0lls fubftance, of a grey colour, 
f VVfca k imell, fimilar to that of the 

* 0, t'goi n g f 0 jj c j fi orax< [t j s f U p_ 

jj° e d to be compounded of folid 
^°iax, reftn, wine, and oil, beat- 
/'\ U P together into a proper eon- 
j ence< The genuine liquid fto- 
“ x > according to Petiver’s ac- 
h°unt (Phil. Tranfacft. No. 313.), 
it T^^ined from a tree growing 
gg iflaud of Cobros in the Red 
~ ea ‘ P re parers of this com- 

°dity yearly clear off the bark of 
l he ti-P» f L _ 


the 

tefi 


t** e e, and boil it in fea-water to 
confiftence of bird-lime ;• the 


‘ ln ? Us IT | attcr w hich floats upon 
„ C . ‘ u rface, i s taken off, liquified 
ut boiling water, and paffed 
^J 0u §h a ftrainer. The purer part 
c tc ‘ paffes through, and the more 
!>"«= which ° 


able 

the 

Ms 


ft r b"‘ v ' wnicn remains on the 
alner j and contains a confider- 
portion of the fubftance of 
t> ar k, are both fent to Moco, 
v ence they are fometimes, though 
f 0 ' V r arely, brought to us. The 
ntv ller * s °f the conliftcnce of ho- 
br *; tenacious. 0 f a reddifh or afli 
taft U Co ’our, an acrid unfhious 
f 0 jj a Pproaching in fmell to the 
dif) t°ra x , but fo ftrong as to be 

*°od reeabIe: t ^ le ot ^ cr * 3 full °f 
in fn r " V ]| rna t t:er > an d much weaker 

ev^f ftorax is among 11s fcaree 
not ! j lla ^ e ufe of in medicine, and 
W e teri found in the ihops; for 
vjjL v ® n ° obfervations on its real 
totan*"therefore it has become 

ueglefted. 

» 1V,? c ?num 


folid, 

auce. 


brittle. 




dug out 
u pon the 


[L. /?.] Amber; 
bituminous fub- 
of the earth, or 
fta-(hoies. The 


largeft quantities are met with along 
the coafts of Polifh Pruffia and Po¬ 
merania. It is of a white, yel¬ 
low, or brown colour, fometimes 
opaque, and fometimes very clear 
and tranfparent the dark-colour¬ 
ed and opaque forts', by digeftion 
with certain expreffed oils and ani¬ 
mal fats, become clearer, paler- 
coloured, more pellucid, and con- 
fiderably harder. Amber boiled in 
water, neither foftens nor under¬ 
goes any fenfiblealteration.: expofed. 
to a greater heat, without addition, 
it melts into a black iiiafs like 
fome of the rhore common bitu¬ 
mens : fet on fire, its fmell refem- 
bles that which arifes from the 
finer kinds of pit-coal: diftilled in 
a retort, it yields an oil and a vo¬ 
latile acidulous fait. - 

Amber in fubftance has very- 
little fmell or tafte; and hence it 
has by fome been reckoned a mere 
inaffive earthy body. It was for¬ 
merly accounted an abforletit , and’ 
as 'fuch had a place in the com¬ 
pound powder of crabs-claws. It 
certainly has no title to this clafs’ 
of medicines,* .as not being acted 
upon by any acid. It is fuppofed 
to be of fervice in the Jiuor albus , 
gleets, Jiyjleric ajfediions, &c, and in 
thefe intentions is fometimes given 
in the form of impalpable powder, 
to the quantity of a drain. A tinc¬ 
ture of amber made in rectified fpi- 
rit (to which it imparts a bitteriftt 
aromatic tafte, and a fragrant fmell) 
pro miles to be of real fervioe in 
thefe diforders. Boerhaave extols 
this tinfture as having incredible 
efficacy in all thofe dijiempers which 
proceed frotn vfeaknefs and relaxation y 
and in hypochondriacal, hyjierical. and 
cold languid cafes. If part of the 
fpirit be abftraffed by a gentle 
heat, the remainder proves a very 
elegant aromatic balfam, which is 
perhaps one of the mod ufefut 
preparations obtainable from this' 
concrete. 
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Amber in a ftate of powder is 
now fcarce ever prefcribed, as it is 
confidered an inert fnbftance in this 
form ; but by diftillation two fub- 
flances are produced, which are 
found to be aftive: thefe are the 
oil, and fait; of which an account 
will be found under their fpecific 
titles, in the third part of this 
work. 

SULPHUR: Sulphur is fores t 
Sulphur fublimed [L. £.] Sulphur 
or brimftone is a yeilow fnbftance, 
of the mineral kingdom, fufible in 
a fmall degree of heat, totally vo¬ 
latile in a ftronger, readily inflam¬ 
mable, burning with a blue flame, 
which is accompanied with a fuf- 
focating acid fume. It diflolves in 
alkaline liquors and in oils, not*ln 
acids, water, or vinous fpirits. 

Greateft: part of the ftilphur met 
with in the (hops, is obtained from 
certain ores by a kind of diftilla¬ 
tion, or artificially compofed by 
uniting the vitriolic acid with in¬ 
flammable matters. At fome of 
the Saxon fulphur-works (whence 
we are chiefly fupplied) certain 
minerals abounding with vitriolic 
acid, but containing little or no 
fulphur, being ftratified with wood, 
and the latter fet on fire, a large 
quantity of fine fulphur is pro¬ 
duced. It is ufually brought to 
us in large irregular mafles, which 
are afterwards melted and caft into 
cylindrical rolls, with the addition 
of fome coarfe refin, flour, or the 
like; whence the paler colour of 
the rolls. Sulphur is not alfo un- 
frequently found native in the 
earth, fometimes in tranfparent 
pieces of a greenifli or bright yel¬ 
low colour; but more commonly 
in opaque grey ones, with only 
fome ftreaks of yellow. This laft 
is the fort which is underftood by 
the name Sulphur viyum [£.] 
though that met with under this 
name in the fliops is no other than 
the drofs remaining after the fub- 


limation of fulphur. All the forts 
of fulphur are, when perfedtly 
pure, in no refpedl different from 
one another: notwithftanding the 
preference given by fome to the 
more uncommon foil'll forts, thefe 
laft are of all others the leaft pro¬ 
per for medicinal purpofes, as be¬ 
ing the mod fubjedt to an admix¬ 
ture of foreign matter, both of the 
metallic and arfenical kind. 

Pure fulphur loofens the belly , and 
promotes infenfble perfpiration : 1 - 
Jcems to pafs through the whole habits 
and mamfejlly tranfpires through tfo 
pores of the Jkin , as appears from the 
fulphureous fmell of perfons who 
have taken it, and filVer being 
ftained in their pockets of a black- 
ifli colour, which is the known 
effect of fulphureous fumes. It is 
a celebrated remedy againjl cutaneous 
difeafes, both given internally, and 
externally applied. It has like- 
wife been recommended in coug> lS > 
ajlhitnas , and other diforders of th e 
breaf and lungs , and particularly 111 
catarrhs of the chronic hind. But 
probably the benefit derived from 
its ufe is owing to its laxati v<? 
and diaphoretic powers. It is ofl 
thefe accounts, particularly its lax¬ 
ative power, frequently ufed toifb 
great advantage in the piles, ano 
many other difeafes where it is nc- 
ceflary to avoid coftivenefs. 

Though fulphur is not folubl 2 
in cold water; boiling water pout- 
ed upon it, and kept in a d 0 ^ 
vefiel, obtains fome impregnation 
fufficient to render it an effeft 11 ^ 
remedy for preventing returns of tb 
gout and rheumatifm y according t0 
the accounts of fome writers. Bui' 
phur is never ufed internally m d s 
crude ftate. The fulphur vivutr. 
advantageoufly ufed againft the if"* 
in form of ointment. When it lS 
given internally, it is either aft e 
it is fublimed, or precipitated ; 
accounts of which fee Flores SuE- 
phuris, and Sulphur pricin' 1- 
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m, in the'third part of this Work, 
j “ e common dofe of fulphur rare- 
y exceeds a fcruple, though Geof- 
,J°y goes as far as two drams. 

arne have imagined that fulphur 
l ”ed externally is dangerous ; that, 
as ^ throws the morbific matter 
°utwards, when given inwardly, it 
i n ma nner drive it into 
’e blood, when applied externally. 

^ “is opinion, which is fupported 
r v i°me late writers, has no juft 

foundation. Sulphur has nearly 
fame effefts, whether tiled in- 
ctnally or externally. In both 
ca es > the eruptions become fre¬ 
quently more copious after the firft 
of it. ' 

, ^ is remarkable of this concrete, 
lat ? though itfelf a medicine of 
onfiderable efficacy, it neverthe- 
c s reftrains that of fome others of 
■ e uioft powerful kind. Mercury 
* rendered, by the admixture of 
P“ur, inactive; and the virulent 
gonial regains, almojlfo. Hence, 
di^ a ant i ,T >onial and mercurial me- 
Ci| ies exceed in operation, fili¬ 
al 11 ! 1 ^ as been gi ven f° r abating 
e ‘. r violence 5 and fometimes re- 
^ ains their farther aft ion. Even 
1 Cor ro/tve poifon arfenic becomes , 
ij tle Edition of fulphur, almojl 
T^ Ce . nt: and hence if a fmall pro- 
ta* rtl ° n . ar f en ic fltould be can- 
’ n . i'uiphur, it poffibly may 
Q deceive thence any poifonous 
lUalities, 

,.„.^ Ed * Virt. Laxative — Diapho - 
'^'-Alterant. 

loti REP ‘ Flores Sulpk.—Flores Sulph. 
ful -Solph. preecipUaium — Oleum 

p u f AC AMa HACA rejina : Po - 
t r *[ °“lf a ?nifera Lin. Tacamahaca 
fnnA. rt ;ffin, This tree grow 


beft, called (from its being collefted 
in a kind of gourd-lhells) tacama¬ 
haca in (hells, is fomewhat unftu- 
ous and foftifh, of a pale yellowiffit 
or greenifh colour, an aromatic 
tafte, and a fragrant delightful 
fmell, approaching to that of la¬ 
vender and ambergris. This fort 
is very rare: that commonly found 
in the (hops is in femitranfparent 
grains or glebes, of a whitifh, yel- 
lowifii, brownifh, or greenifh co¬ 
lour, of a lefs grateful fmell than 
the foregoing. The former is faid 
to exude from the fruit of the tree, 
the other from incifions made in 
the trunk. This refin is laid to be 
employed among the Indians, ex¬ 
ternally, for dfeufing and maturat¬ 
ing tumours , and abating pains and 
aches of the limbs. 

From the fragrance of the finer 
fort, it may probably be applicable 
to different purpofes; but at pre- 
fent it is little ufed, except as an 
ingredient in fome of the warming 
plaifters. 

Med. Virt. Difcutient — Emol¬ 
lient —— Suppurative. 

TAMARINDUjS [L. E.) Ta- 

marindus Indica Lin. S. P. frac¬ 
tus. Tamarind; the fruit of a 
tree growing in the Eaft atid Weft 
Indies. It is a pod refembling a 
bean-cod, including feveral hard 
feeds, together with a dark-colour¬ 
ed vifeid pulp of a pieafant acid 
tafte: the Eaft-India tamarinds are 
longer than the Weft-India fort; 
the former containing fix or feven 
feeds each, the latter rarely above 
three or four. The pulp of thefe 
fruits, taken in the quantity of two 
or three drams, or an ounce or 
more, proves gently laxative or pur¬ 
gative; and at the fame time, by 
its acidity, quenches thirjl , and allays 


Am ^ leoufi y on the continent of immoderate heat , in various infam- 
atio er '-, an d in a (heltered fitu- matory complaints , and is a corrective 
c p Pears the winters of our own of putrid acrimony; and ufeful in 
a re f ate * .Two forts of this refin thofe diforders of the bilious kind, 
°n*etimes to be met with. The in which the cathartic, antifeptic, 
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and refrigerant qualities of the 
fruit have been found advantage¬ 
ous. It increafes the aft ion of the 
purgative fvoeets , cafia and manna, 
and ’weakens that of the ref nous ca¬ 
thartics. Some have fuppofed it 
capable of abating the virulence of 
antirronial preparations; but expe¬ 
rience thews, that it has rather a 
contrary effed, and that all vege¬ 
table acids augment their power. 

Med. Virt. Refrigerant — Lax¬ 
ative. 

TAN AC ETI folia, fores : Ta- 
naceti vulgaris JUtn. S. P. Tanfy ; 
the leaves and flowers [L. E.~] 

Tanfy grows wild by road hides, 
and the borders of fields, and is 
frequently aifo cultivated, in gar¬ 
dens, both for culinary and medi¬ 
cinal ufes : it flowers in June and 
July. Confidered as a medicine, 
it is a moderately warm bitter, ac¬ 
companied with a ftrong, not very 
difagreeable flavour. Some have 
had a great opinion of it in hyferic 
diforders , particularly thofe pro¬ 
ceeding from a deficiency or fup- 
preffion of the uterine purgations. 
The leaves and feeds have been of 
confiderable efteem as anthelmintics ; 
the feeds are lei's bitter, and more 
acrid and aromatic than thofe of 
rue, to which thev are reckoned fi- 
milar; or of fantonicum, for which 
they have been frequently fubfli- 
tuted. 

The virtues of tanfy, according 
to Bergius, are tonic , fomachic , 
anthelmintic , emtnenagogue , and re- 
folvmt Dr. Clark, in Scotland, 
found it to be great fervice in va¬ 
rious cafes of the gout . And Dr. Ctjl- 
l EM fays, that he had known feve- 
ral, who had taken it without any 
advantage in the gouty and fome 
others who reported that they had 
been relieved from the frequency 
of the gout. 

This plant is given in dofes of 
half a dram or more for a dofe, 
but it has been more commonly 


taken in infufion, and drunk as 
tea. 

Med. Virt. Stimulant — Anti- 
fpaf.iodic — Anthelmintic. 

Prep. Oleum ejfeniiale. 

THAPSI BARBATI folia : fo¬ 
res. V~ivbafcum Thapjus Lin. S. V• 
[£.] Mullein ; the leaves and flow¬ 
ers. 

This is met with by road-fides, 
and under hedges : it is clothed all 
over with foft downy leaves, and 
produces long fpikes of yellow 
flowers in July. The tafte difeo- 
vers in it a glutinous quality; and 
hence it fands recommended as aft 
emollient , and is in fome places held 
in great efeem in confumpiions. Others 
have recommended it as firough lTl 
dyfenteric afeft ions. It has fonie- 
times, though rarely, been employ¬ 
ed externally in ill-conditioned ulcei'S• 
Catarrhal coughs, a nd diarrhoea , how - 

O ' # # 

ever are the complaints for which 
the mullein has been internally 
preferibed. Dr. Home tried them 
in both, but it was only in the 
latter that it fucceedad. From the 
cafes in which he tried it, he con¬ 
cludes, that it is uftful in flopping 
or diminishing diarrhoeas of an old 
ftanding; and often in eafing the 
pains of the inteftines. They ac¬ 
quire a degree of irritability, and 
the ordinary irritating caufes, ali¬ 
ment, bile, diftenfion from air* 
keeps up a quicker periftaitic mo¬ 
tion , which is obviated by the 
emollient, and perhaps gently aftrin- 
gent, qualities of this plant. The de¬ 
coction was prepared of two ounces 
of the leaves with ft2 of water. 

The flowers of mullein have an 
agreeable, honey like fweetnefs; 
an extract prepared from them by 
reftified fpirit of wine taftes ex¬ 
tremely pleafant, 

Med. Virt. Emollient. 

TARTARUM [L. E.] Tartar 
is a faline fubftance, confifting 0 

a vegetable alkali fuperfaturate< 

with adds and is thrown off 
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pities, after fermentation, to the 
laes and bottom of the cafk. It 
Proves of a red or white colour, 
atl d more or lefs foul or drofly, ac- 
cording to the colour and quality 
0 the wine ; the white is generally 
°oked upon as the purefl : of either 
°, r *-5 fuch as is clean, folid, fome- 
-’at tranfparent, and has its out- 
. e covered over with finall fhin- 
111 8 cry Hals, is preferable to fuch 
as appears porous, drofly, opaque, 
an d lefs bright. The virtues of 
artar are thofe of a mild , coolings 
n P e rient , laxative medicine. Taken 
r ° m half an ounce to an ounce, it 
Proves a gentle , though effectual, 
Pf'gative. Angelus Sala relates, 

" at he was cured of an habitual 
colic, by purging himfelf a few 
totes with fix drams of the crude 
, h after many other medicines 
ad been tried to no purpofe. It 
.^purified by diflolving it in boil- 
VValer » an d feparating the earthy 
£«by filtering the folution. On 
00ling it depofits irregular cry- 
t s > containing the colouring mat- 
i r > which is feparated by boiling 
5 o ma(s with white clay. 

I he tartar thus purified is called 
V- °f tartar. If this be expofed 
u ., a re d heat, its acid flies off, and 
p , at remains is the vegetable al- 
.h 0r fait of tartar. 
are . e cream or cry Hals of tartar 
an ] Ul Comm °n ufe, as a laxative , 
C q C f 12 ^ cathartic ; they are alfo 
a nd | retl as co °li }t g> and diuretic , 
pl o ^nerefore have been much em- 
rt , dropfles, and other cafes\ 

^taring the antiphlogiftic treat- 
ip^e ^rge dofes, Dr. Cul- 
in p • . s ’ ^hey aft like a purgative 
f orb XClt5n ^ ^he.aftion of the ab- 
ft eil) ents in every part of the fy- 
t} la ’ . anc l that more powerfully 
of a la Ppens from the operation 

he nc ^k e “ tirely . neutral falt 5 and 
fy_ T>f leir u ie i n the cure of drop¬ 
sy ought to be given in a 


liquid form, diflblved in water, of 
which will be required twenty 
times the quantity of cold water 
to one of the cryftals. The dofe 
is from one dram to two ounces, 
according to ci ream fiances, and 
fliould generally be regulated by 
the effefts on the body. If one 
ounce is to be given in the day, 
half fliould be given in the morn¬ 
ing and half in the evening. Its 
effefts are generally vifible in two 
or three weeks; if not, few can be 
perfuaded to try it longer. 

Med. Virt. Aperient—Diuretic 
•— Refrigerant. 

TEREBINTHINAL Turpen¬ 
tines; refinous juices extrafted from 
certain trees. There are four kinds 
of turpentine diftinguifhed in the 
fliops. 

TEREBTNTHIN A CHI A Pi- 
f a chi a Terebinthus Lin. S. P. Chio, 
or Cyprus turpentine. 

Tiiis is generally about the con- 
fiflence of thick hone}*, very tena¬ 
cious, clear and almofl tranfparent, 
of a white colour, with a call of 
yellow, and frequently of blue^ 
It has a warm, pungent, bitterifh 
tafle; and a fragrant frnell, more 
agreeable than any of the other 
turpentines. 

This juice is the produce of an 
evergreen tree or flmib, which 
grows fpontaneoufly in the warmer 
climates, and endures the colds of 
our own. The turpentine brought 
to us, is extrafted in the iflandg 
whole names it bears, by wound¬ 
ing the trunk and branches a little 
after the buds have come forth. 
The juice iifues limpid, and clear 
as water, and by degrees thickens 
into the confidence in which we 
meet with it. A like juice exud¬ 
ing from this tree in the eaflern 
countries, infpiffated by a flow fire, 
is of frequent ufe, as a mafic at ory, 
among the Perfian ladies, who (as 
Kaempfer informs us) are continu- 
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ally chewing it, in order to fajlen 
and whiten the teeth , fweeten the 
breath , and promote appetite. 

TEREBINTHINA VENETA 
m Venice turpentine. 

This is ufually thinner than any 
of the other forts, of a clear, 
whitifh, or pale yellowifh colour, 
a hot, pungent, bitterilh, difagree- 
able tade, and a ftrong fmell, with¬ 
out any thing of the fine aromatic 
flavour of the Chian kind. 

The true Venice turpentine is 
obtained from a large tree growing 
in great abundance upon the Alps 
and Pyrenean mountains, and not 
uncommon in the Englilli gardens. 
What is ufually met with in the 
fltops, under the name of Venice 
turpentine, comes from New Eng¬ 
land. Of what tree it is the pro¬ 
duce, we have no certain account : 
the finer kinds of it are in appear¬ 
ance and quality not confiderably 
different from the true fort above 
defcribed. 

TE R EBINTHINA ARGEN- 
TORATENSIS. Stralburgh tur¬ 
pentine. 

This, as we generally meet’with 
it, is of a middle confidence be¬ 
twixt the two foregoing, more tranf- 
parent and lefs tenacious than ei¬ 
ther ; its colour a yellowifh brown. 
Its fmell is very fragrant, and more 
agreeable than that of any of the 
other turpentines, except the Chi¬ 
an j in tade it is the bittered, yet 
the lead acrid. 

This refin is obtained from the 
two forts of fir-trees, which are the 
mod plentiful, and perhaps the 
only ones that grow fpontaneoufly 
in Europe. There is another whofe 
refin is much fuperior to the com¬ 
mon turpentine, and has fometimes 
been brought to us from abroad 
under the name of Balsamum Ca- 
nadehse. This fpecies is the Abies 
minor , peftinatis foliis, Virginiana 
conis parvis fubrotundis Pink* Vir¬ 


ginian or Canada fir-tree ; which) 
though not a native of this climate, 
has been found to endure its fe- 
vereft colds. 

This balfam is a tranfparent re- 
finous juice, of a light amber co¬ 
lour, and pretty firm confidence. 
It may be confidered as one of the 
pured of the turpentines, has a 
very agreeable fmell, and a warm 
pungent tade. It is confidered by 
fome as capable of fupplving the 
place of the balfamum copaiva; 
but that will require fome time to 
determine. 

TEREBINTHINA COMMU¬ 
NIS [L.j Common turpentine is 
the coarfeft, and heavied, in tade 
and fmell the mod difagreeable, of 
all the forts: it is about the con¬ 
fidence of honey, of an opaque 
brownifli white colour, 

This is obtained from the wild 
pine, a low unhandfome tree, 
common in different parts of Eu¬ 
rope ; this tree is extremely refi- 
nous, and remarkably fubjeft to a 
difeafe from a redundance and ex- 
travafation of its refin, info much 
that, without due evacuation, f 
fwells and burds. The juice as rf 
ifliies from the tree is received i tO 
trenches made in the earth, and 
afterwards freed from the grofler 
impurities by colature through 
wicker bafkets. 

All thefe juices yield in diftil¬ 
lation with water an highly pene¬ 
trating eflential oil, a brittle infip'd 
refin remaining behind. With re¬ 
gard to their medical virtues, they 
promote urine , cleanfe the parts con¬ 
cerned in the evacuation thereof , aiU 
deterge internal ulcers in general* 
and at the fame time , like other bit¬ 
ter hot fubdarrces, Jlrengthen the 
tone of the veffels: they have an ah' 
vantage above mod other a'erm 
diuretics, that they gently loofen t' ie 
belly. Half ah ounce or an ounce 
of Venice turpentine, triturate 
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f r 1 y°^k of an egg, and dif- 
. ule d in water, may be employed 
o the form of an inje&ion, as the 
, certain laxative in colics, 

A., other cafes of obftinate co- 
r lver *efs. They are principally 
,f c °mmended in gleets , and the 
li0 >' albus : the efficacy in the for- 
°f thefe diforders is afcribed to 
^ducing fome degree of inflam- 
ation of the urethra; in proof of 
’^ich Dr. Cullen fays, that he 
‘ as had fome inftances, both of 
U T e mine and the balfam of co- 
\ iv ' a producing a manifeft in¬ 
carnation of the urethra, to the 
„ e *ree of occafioning a fuppref- 
ur ^ ne 5 but when thefe ef- 
f } s c We nt off, the gleet which had 
f or f orne .time before, was 
^tirely cured. By fome alfo they 
e c onfidered ufeful in calculous 
C ^ l ^! aints •' where thefe lalt pro- 
• ec * from fand or gravel, formed 
1 1 0 a majs by vifcid mucous rpat- 
j. 1 ’ the turpentines, by diffolving 
0 - mucus, promote the expulfxon 
is f e ^ anc ^ ’ but w ^ ere a calculus 
ormed, they can do no fervice, 
inP ° nl y ineffectually irritate or 
a arne the parts. In all cafes 
J^^P^nied with inflammation, 
f r eie juices ought to be abftained 
e J >lT b as this fymptom is increaf- 
ft ’ and not unfrequently occa- 
j.^ nec ® by them. It is obfervable, 
r be turpentines impart, foon 
t 0 er , ta bing them, a violet fmell 
^ the urine; and have this effeCl, 
re ° u §h applied only externally to 
fttote parts; particularly the Ve- 
%o// ^° rl: ’ This is accounted the 
t- pozuerful as a diuretic and deter- 
,!t > and the Chian and Strafhurgh 
tin 030ran ts: the common turpen- 
isr’. aS being the moft offenfive, 
ciD a [ el y giyen internally; its prin- 
^P a life is in plafters and oint- 
dlfru a,Tlcm g farriers, and for the 
- } ation of the oil, or fpirit, as 

iuip S < ? a ^ er b The dofe of thefe 
~ es 13 fr°na a fcruple to, a dram 


and a half. They are moft com- 
modioufly taken in the form of 
a bolus, or diffolved in watery li¬ 
quors by the mediation of the yolk 
of an egg or mucilage. Of the 
diftilled oil a few drops are a fuf- 
ficient dofe. This is a moft potent, 
ftimulating, detergent diuretic, of¬ 
ten greatly heats the conftitution, 
and -requires the utmoft caution in 
its exhibition. 

It is not only preferred for ex¬ 
ternal ufe, as a rubefacient , Zee. but 
alfo internally as a diuretic ; and 
by Pitcairn and Cheyne, as a 
remedy for the fciatica ; but few 
ftomachs can bear the dofes they 
direCt ; it fhould therefore be be¬ 
gun with in fmall ones, and gra¬ 
dually increafed. 

When turpentine is carried into 
the blood-veffels, it ftimulates the 
whole fyftem; hence its ufe in chro¬ 
nic rheumatifm , and in paralyfis. 

Med. Virt. Warm Stimulant — 
Diuretic — Aperient. 

Prep, EJJential Oil. 

THEM folia: Theca boliea et 
•viridis Lin. Tea ; the leaves of a 
flirub cultivated in China. 

The feveral forts of tea met 
with among us, are the leaves of 
the fame plant, collected at differ¬ 
ent times, and cured in a fome- 
what different manner. The fmall 
young leaves very'carefully dried, 
are the finer green. The older afford 
the ordinary green and bokca. The 
two firft have a fenfible flavour of 
violets; the other, of rofes. The 
former is the natural odour of the 
plant; the latter, as Neumann ob- 
ferves, is probably introduced by 
art. Some of the dealers in this 
commodity in Europe are not ig¬ 
norant that bohea tea is imifabie 
by the leaves of certain common 
plants, artificially tinClured, and 
impregnated with the rofe flavour. 
The tafte of both forts is (lightly 
bitterifh, fubaftringent, and fome- 
what aromatic. The medical vir- 
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tues attributed to thefe leaves are 
fufficiently numerous, though few 
of them have any juft foundation : 
little more can be expected from 
the common infufions, than that of 
a diluent , acceptable to the palate 
and ftomach : the diuretic, diapho¬ 
retic, and other virtues which they 
have been celebrated for, depend 
'more on the quantity of warm 
fluid, than any particular qualities 
which it gains from the tea. No¬ 
thing arifes in dilfillation from 
either fort of tea with rectified fpi- 
rit ; water elevates the whole of 
their flavour. 

Good tea in moderate quantity 
feems to refrefh and ftrengthen; but, 
if taken in a recent highly flavour¬ 
ed ftate, and in confiderable quan¬ 
tity, its ufe is apt to be fucceeded 
by weaknefs, tremors, and other 
fimilar confequences refulting from 
the fedative and narcotic vegeta¬ 
bles. Dr. Smith, in his Experi¬ 
ments on Mufcular Adlion, No. 36; 
found that an infufion of green tea 
had the effecl of deftroying the fen- 
fibility of the fauces, and the irri¬ 
tability of the mufcles. And from 
the experiments .of Dr. Lettsom, 
it appears that green tea, on diftil- 
lation, gives out an odorous water, 
which is powerfully narcotic : and 
Dr. Cullen, from the obfervations 
he has made for fifty years in all 
forts of perfons, is convinced, that 
the qualities of tea are narcotic , and 
fedative. Nbtwitb {landing which, 
he does not deny but that it may 
fbmetimes fhew ufeful qualities :— 
It is very pofiible, that, in certain 
perfons, taken in moderate quan¬ 
tity, it may, like other narcotics in 
a moderate dofe, prove like thefe 
c--hlira%ing* or have fome effeft in 
taking off irritability , or in quiet¬ 
ing fome irregularities of the ner¬ 
vous fyftem. As its bad effedls 
have been often imputed to the 
warm or rather hot water that ac¬ 
companies, it fo there is no doubt 


but fome of its good effects may 
alfo be afcribed to the fame caufe* 
and particularly its being often fb 
grateful after a full meal. 

Med. Virt. A arcotic — Sedative* 

1HL APSIS fe-men. Thlapji af- 
venfe Lm. Treacle, or mithridate, 
muftard ; the feeds. 

"I wo forts of thlapfi are ufed 
promifcuoufly ; they both grow 
wild, the latter moft plentifully. 
Thefe feeds have an acrid biting taftc 
like common muftard, with which 
they agree in medical qualities. 

THUS VULGARE, rejina JA.J 
Common frankincenfe; a folid, 
brittle refin, brought to us iri little 
glebes or maffes, of a broivnifli or 
yellowifli colour on theoutfide; in¬ 
ternally whitifli, or variegated with 
whitifh fpecks; of a bitterifh, a- 
crid, not agreeable tafte, without 
any confiderable fmell. It is fup- 
pofed to be the produce of the 
pine-tree which yields the ferebin- 
thina communis; and to concrete 
pn the furface of the terebinthinate 
juice foon after it has iffued from 
the plant. 

THYMI folia : Thymi vulgaris 
Lin . Common thyme ; the leaves 

[£•] ... 

This plant is frequent in our 
gardens, and flowers in June and 
July. It has an agreeable aromatic 
fmell, and a warm pungent talle ; 
which it imparts by infufion to 
rectified fpirit, and lends over in 
diftillation with water. Along with 
the water arifes an eflential oil? 
extremely hot and pungent. 

Bergius considers thyme as re- 
folvent, emmenagogue , diuretic , tonic* 
fomachic ; but there is no difeafe 
in which its ufe is recommended. 
As an aromatic, it may be as ufeful 
as lavender, fage, rofemary, & c * 
It differs little from origanum, and 
may be put to the fame ufe. 

TILUE fores : Lilia: EuropiSfO 
Lin. The lime or linden tree} i ts 
flowers. 
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The lime-tree has been much 
a *ued on account of its quick 
gt*°wth and pleafant (hade ; it 
°wers in July, and lofes its leaves 
o°n a fter. The flowers are made 
e chiefly on account of their 
Stable flavour, which water ex- 
I 'from them by infufion, and 
ev ates in diftillatioH. Among the 
^ n ters on the Materia Medica, 
tfy have the character of an an- 
an h a fpecific in all kinds 
{Jpafms and-pains. Frederick HofF- 
j^ alm relates, that he knew a chro- 
^•’cal epilepfy cured by the ufe of 

,n fufion of thefe flowers drunk 
as tea. 

^ED.Virt. AniifpaJ,modic. 
FORMENTILLiE radix : Tcr- 
pfi :tllUe credit Lin. S. P. Tormen- 
’ 0r fcptfoil; the root [L. £■] 

_ *-°rrnentil is found wild in woods 
fi ° n commons. It has long flen- 
halks, with ufually feven long 
j s ar / 0w l eav es at a joint; the root 
i 0r the mod part crooked and 
Uotty, of a blackifli colour on the 
1Qe s and a reddifli within. This 
°t has an auftere ftyptic tafte, ac- 
^panied with a flight kind of 
^ T^ a tic flavour. ’ It is one of the 
a g r eeable and efficacious of the 
4 -able afr in gents, and is employ- 
fuccefs in all cafes where 
. ICl ues' of this clafs are proper. 
rar) ls rn r>re ufed, both in extempo- 
c orn° US f. re f cl "'pti o n and in officinal 
Pofition, than any of the other 
vegetable aftringents. As 
f lc ) etln it contains is very incen¬ 
se,. R feems more particularly 
h e 'f ec t to thofe cafes where the 
of R'S a °d ftimulating medicines 
are P ro P e M as phi hi- 
Qj L frrhcea, diarrhoea cruenta. 
dofp U U ? R'bflance, and in large 
e )ther by itfelf or joined 
c Ut . e § en tian, it has been faid to 
fiu 0r al/, erm ^ te,i!S ' haemorrhages, 
ti 0n ° vs, > a nd involuntary midiuri- 

fidere\° llTlent ^" root: ^ ias ^ een C0I1 ‘ 


advantageous. 


In powder, from half a dram to 
a dram or more, has been given for 
a dofe ; but the following decoftion 
has been more frequently prefcribed. 
An ounce and a half of the powder¬ 
ed root is ordered to be boiled 
in three pints of water to a quart, 
adding, towards the end of the 
boiling, a dram of cinnamon. Of 
the drained liquor, fwcetened with 
any agreeable fyrup, two ounces or 
more may be taken four times a 
day. 

A tinfture made from it with 
rectified fpiri't poffefles the whole 
aflringency and flavour of the root, 
and lofes nothing of either in in- 
fpiflation. 

Med. Vip.t. A fir indent. 

TOXICODENDRON: Rhus 

Toxicondendron Lin. Gen. Plan. Poi- 
fon-tree, or Poifon-wood. 

This tree is a native of America, 
though it has been introduced into 
England ever fince the year 1640. 
It is extremely noxious, either by- 
handling it or by the finell. 

Many people have been poifoned 
by the fmell of the tree when cut 
down; many while burning it in 
their flres : they are often fwelled 
and choakeJ up in a wonderful 
manner. By handling it many have 
been made blind for feveral days. 
It does not aft alike on all; for on 
fome it will not have any efteft. 
The poifon of the tree is never 
mortal, but goes off without any 
afliftance in a few days ; fallad oil , 
and cream , rubbed upon the. parts, ex - 
pedite the removal of its elfefts. 
The firfl; fymptoins of its aftion 
are a violent itching in thefkin, lb 
great as to provoke fcratching and 
rubbing; then fucceed inflamma¬ 
tion ami fwellingof the part : fome- 
times the whole body is Iwelled and 
poifoned in this-manner; fome- 
times only a particular part, as the 
legs ; and in this cafe they often 
discharge a quantity of ferum, and 
then grow well. The chief ufe 
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that is made of the juice of this 
plant is for dying linen of a black 
colour. There are feveral cafes of 
its good effects in paralyfis recited 
by Dr. Alderson. The bed: mode 
of giving it is in form of powder, 
beginning with a quarter of a grain, 
made into a bolus twice a day, and 
gradually increasing the dofe and 
repetition according to its effects. 
And it is probable that this me¬ 
dicine may produce good effefts in 
other cafes of nervous affecftions. 

TRICHOMANIS folia : Afple- 
v. 'n Trichomanis Lin. Englifh maid¬ 
en-hair; the leaves [Eh] 

This is one of the herbs called, 
from the fmallnefs of their ftalks, 
capillary. It is found wild in dif¬ 
ferent parts of England, upon old 
walls, and in fliady places. The 
leaves have a mucilaginous, fweet- 
ifh, fubaftringent tafte, without 
any particular flavour ; they are 
efteemed ufeful in diforders of the 
Ireajl proceeding from a thichnefs 
and acrimony of the juices ; and are 
.Jikewife fuppofed to promote the ece¬ 
pe Hor at ion of tough phlegm , and to 
open ohfiruSlions of the -uijeera. They 
are ufually directed in infufion or 
decodtion, with the addition of a 
little liquorice. A fyrup prepared 
from.them, though it has no place 
in our Pharmacopoeias, is frequent¬ 
ly met with in the (hops, both as 
prepared abroad and at home. The 
fyrup brought from abroad has an 
admixture pf orange flower water. 

A little of thefe mixed with wa¬ 
ter -makes a very pleafant draught. 

Med. Virt. Pefloral. 

Prep. Syrup. 

TRIPOLI I PALUDOSI folia : 
JSIenyanthis trifoliatee Lin. Mar Hr 
trefoil, or buck-beans; the leaves 
IL.K] 

This plant grows wild in moift 
marfiiy places; it has thr,ee oval 
leaves, Handing together upon one 
pedicle which ifl'ues from the root; 
their tafte is very bitter, and fome- 


what naufeous. Marfti trefoil is 
an efficacious aperient , and dcohfiru- 
ent, promotes the fluid fecretions , and, 
if liberally taken, gently loofens the 
belly. It has gained great reputa¬ 
tion in fcorbutic dnd fcropkulous dif- 
orders , in dropfy , jaundice, affhma , 
rheumatifm , worms , gout : and its 
good effetfts in thefe cafes have 
been warranted by experience. In¬ 
veterate cutaneous difeafes have been 
removed by an infufion of the 
leaves, drunk to the quantity of 
a pint a day, at proper intervals, 
and continued fome weeks. Dr. 
Cullen has had frequent expe¬ 
rience of their good effects in fome 
of thefe of herpetic and feemingly 
cancerous kind. Boerhaave relates, 
that he was relieved of the gout by 
drinking the juice mixed with 
whey. 

It is faid, that of late years that 
the leaves of buck-bean has come 
into common ufe, as an alterant 
and aperient , in impurities of the 
humours , aqd fome hydropic and rheu¬ 
matic cafes ; and as an aftive and 
eccoprotic bitter they appear not 
ill adapted to fupply the want of 
bile in the primae vise; and thence 
may be inferred their ufe in pro- 
trailed jaundice, and other biliary 
obftruftions. 

From one fcruple to j)ji of the 
leaves in powder, may be given 
two or three times a day ; or per¬ 
haps a ftrong infufion is prefer* 
able. 

Med. Virt. Laxative — Aperi' 
ent — Alterative. 

TRITICI farina , amylum: Trit* 
ci hyberni L. S. P. Wheat; the 
meal, and ftarch [L.] (prepared 
from the meal by maceration it* 
frefli quantities of water and braiw 

Wheat, a common article of ol }* 
food, is more'glutinous and nutri¬ 
tious than mod other kinds 0 
grain. The Flour, or the St ar cI? ’ 
prepared from it, forms withwate 
a foft vifeid fubftance, which ha 
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. > ecrt token with fuccefs in diar- 

dyfenteries. 

C>r * A>f contains, befides the hulks 
its f ‘. s t ^ ie w heat, a portion of 
! t c, f ar * n aceous matter. This is 
fj^ S glutinous than the finer 
, i:1 , and is iiippofed to have a 
^'gent quality. Bran is not 
te f rtc l ue utly employed in this in- 
bo'i'° n exte rnal!y ; and infufed in 
j, Q ' in g water, and fweetened with 
j.j ie y> to which a proper propor- 
Ju °f nitre may Vie added, taken 
t a I, 3 -’ ’ s ver y ferviceable in ca- 
c oiitf° US com plaints, and flight 
e , §hs, occafioned by what is call- 
aching of cold, 
flln ^I AD ’ ^ iat which is good, 
K 11 j be compofed of flour well 
leaf ec ^ u 'ith the lightelt water, 
0| - le< ^ with a little fait, ferment- 
Cieru?^ 1 ^ ne ff y ea il'» and lufii- 
i$ v . f ;>; baked. Unfermented bread 
Perf^ ant ^ glutinous, which pro* 
ti 0r( ! t es are deftroyed by fermenta- 
ni 0r ’ ar *d hence the bread becomes 
fatrig e . a ^}' digeftible, but at the 
Th at . , tlrne it inclines to acidity. 
atl d r , ' rea< i which is the lightefl, 
the f ‘°fteafily diflolved in water, is 
the wholefome, digefted with 
c 0nv f eate ft facility, and fooneft 
Br Ca ? lt: ^l to laudable nutrition, 
till .ighly toafted, not burnt, 
jufhfgcj ,s t h e colour of coffee, and 
^Part * ° r lightly boiled in water, 
<W* a ^ ee P c °l°ur, and a fuffi- 
"Bhi s j. a g re uable reftringent tafte. 
^ r iuk Ifluor, taken as common 
Mat c aS ^ one fervice in a weak 
a >'icl ' n e j-f theJlomach and inteji ines; 
° r the j >0us vomiting and purging. 
Mated ; Cra morbus : examples are 
f ev era} m l he Edinburgh Effays of 
lf ’ Mth^ 3 Cs this kind cured by 
triec i'ci ne Ut u I e of any other 

1 ' ^50. Vrp 

ln ous. ’ IRT * Nutritious and glu- 
' ^ 0Ur i bread , Jlarch , and 
£ d'ldZIMi • Convolvulus 


Turpethum Lin. Turbith ; the corti¬ 
cal part of the root of an Indian 
convolvulus, brought to us in ob- 
iong pieces, of a brown or afh co¬ 
lour on the outfide, and whitifli 
within. The beft is ponderous, 
not wrinkled, eafy to break, and 
difeovers a large quantity of refill* 
ous matter to the eye. Its tafte is 
at firft fweetilh ; chewed for a lit¬ 
tle time, it becomes acrid, pun¬ 
gent, and naufeous. This root is 
a cathartic, not of the fafeft or moft 
certain kind. Therefinoils matter, 
in which its virtue refides, appears 
to be very unequally distributed; 
infomuch that fome pieces, taken 
from a ferupie to a dram, purge 
violently; while others, in larger 
dofes, have fcarce any effe£t at all. 
An extrait made from the root 
is more uniform in flrength, though 
not fuperior or equal to purgatives 
more Common in the {hops. 

Med. Virt. Violently cathartic . 

Prfp pTtrntt 

TUSSILAGINIS folia, etfores; 
Tuffdaginisfar far# Lin. S. P. Colts¬ 
foot : the leaves and flowers [L. £.} 

This grows wild in watery places, 
producing yellow flowers in Febru¬ 
ary and March. Thefe foon fall 
off, and are fucceeded by large 
roundifii leaves, hairy underneath. 
Their tafte is rough and mucila¬ 
ginous ; but they have no remark¬ 
able fmell. The leaves have always 
been recommended as poffeffing de¬ 
mulcent and pefioral virtues ; confe- 
quently efteemed ufeful in pulmo¬ 
nary confumption, coughs , ajfhmas, and 
other diforders of the breaf and lungs. 
Fuller recommends it as a valua¬ 
ble medicine in fcrophula ; and Dr. 
Cullen found it ferviceable in 
fome Jlrumous /wettings, as did alfo 
Percival in heitic diarrhoea. It is 
commonly ufed as tea, or given by 
way of infufion, to which liquorice- 
root, or honey, may be added. 

Med. Virt, Emollient and muci¬ 
laginous. 
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TUTIA [£.] Tutty; an impure 
fublimate of zinc, or an argillace¬ 
ous fubftance impregnated there¬ 
with, formed into tubulous pieces 
like the bark of a tree. It is mode¬ 
rately hard and ponderous, of a 
brewnifh colour, and full of fmall 
protuberances on the ontfide, 
fimooth and yellovvifh within. Some 
pieces have a blueifh caft, from mi¬ 
nute globules of zinc being thrown 
up by the heat in its metallic form. 
Tutty is celebrated as an'ophthalmic , 
and frequently employed as fuch in 
unguents and collyria. See Zincum. 

VALERIANAE SILVESTRIS 

radix : Faleriance officinalis Lin S. P. 
Wild valerian ; its root [L. £.] 

This root confifts of a number of 
firings or fibres matted together, 
iffuing from one common head ; of 
a whitifh or pale brownifh colours 
its fmetl is ftrong, like a mixture of 
aromatics with fetids ; the tafte im- 
pleafkutlv warm, bitterifh, andfub- 
acrid. There is another wild va¬ 
lerian, with broader leaves, of a 
deeper and fhining green colour, 
met with in watery places. Both 
forts have hitherto been ufed indift- 
Criminatelv, and Linnauis has join¬ 
ed them into one fpecies ; but the 
former is confidently the ftronger, 
and lofes much of its quality if 
tranfplanted into fuch foils as the 
other naturally delights in. The 
roots produced in low' watery 
grounds, have a remarkably faint 
frnell in comparifon of the others, 
and fometimes fcarce any at all. 
Wild valerian grows on open, 
dry, mountainous places ; and tak¬ 
en up in autumn, or winter, has 
much ftronger fenfible qualities 
than that colle&ed in fpring and 
furnmer. The root is a medicine 
of great ufe in nervous disorders , and 
is particularly ferviceahle in epilep- 
Ji.es proceeding from a debility of 
the nervous fyflem. It was firft 
brought into efteem in thefe cafes 


Fart It* 


by Fabius Columns, who by tak¬ 
ing the powdered root, in the dofe 
of half a fpoonful, was cured 
an inveterate epilepfv, after man/ 
other medicines had been tried in 
vain. But it was given in fom e 
cafes of epilepfv at the Edinburgh 
difpenfary, to the extent of 
ounces a day, without any effeA* 
However it has been tried in fe ve ' 
ral other complaints termed net' 
vous, particularly thofe produced 
by increafed mobility and irrita' 
bility of the nervous fyftem, 
has there been highly ferviceabk" 
Bergius confiders it as an tifpajff 
diCf diaphoretic , emmenagogue , “‘ tl • 
retie , and anthelmintic ; the fir ft 0 
which powers is very well eft a " 
blilhed ; and hence it is recon 1 ' 
mended in epilepfy, convuljions , bF 
micrania , hyjleria , and dimnefs 0 
fight; in which la ft cafe Fordv c J^_ 
recommends it very highly, 
fiiouid be given in largedofes ft’ 01 '* 
Qj to Sij or more ; in infufion, fr ofI 
one to two drams. Its unpleaft 111 . 
flavour is mod effeftually conceal^ 
by a fuitable addition of mace. 

Med. Virt. Antifpafmodic. ^ 

Prep. Powder — a fpirituous ^ 
volatile Tincture. . 

FERQNICJE MARIS f oh ^ 
Feronicce officinalis Lin. Male fp ee 
well.; the leaves. . u. 

This is one of the veronica; a£ 

produce their flowers in cluft erS ^ 
-the joints of the ftalks. It is a r ° l '^y 
procumbent plant, not unfrequ et ’ , (J 
met with on dry commons, aIlt j 
fandy grounds. In tafte, fmefi- ‘ 
medical virtues, it is fimiiar t° ^ 
betonica; though the veromC ^ 
commonly fuppofed to have n ^ 
of an aperient and pgEloral ’ l ‘ l 
and betonv to be rather nervine ^ 
cephalic. Hoffman and Johy ‘^j 
cus have written exprefs treat’ 1 ' 
this plant, recommendingi' 1 ' 1 
of it, drunk in the form of 
very falubrious in many 
tiers, particularly thofe of the 1 
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^Ied. Virt . Aperient — Pe floral. 
J- WCE T 0 X 1 CJ radix: Afclepi 

IS . 


o r 


ia~ 

wort. 


ln cetoxici Lin. Swallow 
p°ifon ; the root. 
hls is a native of the warmer 
rnates : i is fometimes met with 


its °f lr S ar dens, but rarely perfects 
jj^ s ee( i s ‘ It is reckoned by bota- 
<} 0 s a Species of apocynum, or 
of ° an _ e ; from alt the pofonous forts 
yl e ^. i;c/l lt ma y be dijlinguijhed , by 
the "ft a ^ntpid juice , ivhiljl that of 
ft " /ers ts milky. The root has a 
fniell, efpecially when frefh, 
^ard° aC: ^ n S to t ^ iat of valerian, or 
ta ^ e * s at f weet *hi 
hjt t a ^ m atic, but foon becomes 
Th; "h, fubacrid, and naufeous. 
?etie l00t * S e h' e erned fudonfic, diu- 
qu e ’ . an< i emmenagogue , and fre- 
af id em ployed by the French 
ip} l(tr errTlan phyficians as an alex- 
fometimes as a ficceda- 
rec to Contr ay erva : whence it has 
0 er ‘ ecl ^e name of contrayerva 
^ r el v auorurn • Among us it is very 

Hs fenfu^ e U ^ c : lt a PP ears > fi'om 
iolo qualities, to be a mcdi- 

v ale r j nil ich the fame kind with 
fer a ^j e ‘h which is indifputablv pre- 

f P^% 0 y- RTl Sudorific — Anti - 

i l Uc e ' Wine; the fermented 

§ r eat Va - t ^ e § ra P e * Among the 
Jtfe *«y of wines in common 
th e f? n ^ l13 ’ ^ our are employed 
c inal f; *°P S as menftrua for medi- 
, E.] 

^ at! icion vinum album Hif- 

f^ 4 r 0untain - 

^inun pf 1 } Arin um, Canary or fack. 
h nu f Kh f na »um, Rhenifh. 

T[ le -l?^ rum '> R c d port, 
^ftrua ° f tlae f e liquors as 
f oth er 110 vehicles of the virtues 
er eaf te _ ^fdicines, will be given 
i 0j ditler h place we fliall 

,» Jt han ^heir effedb on the 

ZSpf^y- Thefe are, « dear 
I'atiol iL)a) >n the habit , promote 
> lender the vejfdsfull and 


turgid,, raife the pulfe, quicken the Cir¬ 
culation^ and in large 'quantities to 
prove intoxicating and fedative. The 
effedis of the full-bodied wines, are 
much more durable than thofe of 
the thinner; all fiueet wines, as 
Canary, abound with a glutinous 
nutritious fubftance 5 whilft the 
others are not nutrimental, or only 
accidentally fo, by flrengthening 
the organs employed in digeflion* 
Sweet wines in general do not pals 
off freely by urine, and heat the 
conftitution more than an equal 
quantity of any other, though con¬ 
taining full as much fpirit; red- 
port, and mod of the red wines, 
have an ajlringcnt quality, by which 
they ftrengthen the tone of the Jlomack 
and inteflines, and thus prove fer- 
viceable for refraining immoderate /ex¬ 
cretions : thofe which are of an acid 
nature, as RheniJJi , pafs f reely by the 
kidneys, and gently loofen the belly : it 
is fuppofed that thefe lafl exafpe- 
rate or occafion gouty and calcu¬ 
lous diforders ; and that nexv wines 
of every kind have this effedf. 

All wines, on a chemical invefii- 
gation, chiefly confift of water, al- 
cohol$ a peculiar acid, the aerial 
acid, tartar, and an aflringent gum¬ 
my refinous matter, in which the 
colour of the red wine refides, and 
which is preffed out of the hulks of 
the grapes. They differ from each 
other in proportion to thefe ingre¬ 
dients, and particularly in that of 
alcohol which they contain. 

The qualities of wine depend nof 
only upon the difference o^ the 
grapes, as containing more or Ids 
faccharine matter, and of the acid 
matter which accompanies it, but 
alfo upon the circumliances attend¬ 
ing the fermentative prdeefs. If the 
fermentation be incomplete, that 
is, not carried far enough, the wine 
may contain a portion of mujl, or 
unaffimiiated juice; or if it be too 
adtive, or too long protradled, it 
may be converted into vinegar. 
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Wine in many diforders is highly 
ferviceable, particularly in fevers 
of the typhous kind, or of a putrid 
tendency , in which it is found to 
raile the pulfe, fupport the ftrength, 
promote a diapborefis, and refill 
putrefaction ; and in many cafes it 
proves of more immediate advan¬ 
tage than bark. 

Delirium , which is the confe- 
quence ofexceflive irritability, or of 
a defective Hate of nervous energy, 
is often entirely removed by the free 
life of wine. Thofe who indulge in 
the life of wine are left fubjett to fe¬ 
vers, both of the malignant and inter - 
mittent kind. In putridfore throat, in 
the fmall pox , when attended with 
great debility and fymptoms of 
putrefcency, in gangrenes , in the 
plague, wine is to be considered a 
principal remedy. And in almofl 
all cafes of languors, and of great 
proftration of ftrength, wine is ex¬ 
perienced to be a more grateful and 
efficacious cordial than can be fur- 
nifhed from the whole clafs of aro¬ 
matics. 

Med, VlRT. Cordial—Corrobo¬ 
rant — Antiputrefcent. 

VIOL/E fores : Viola; odor a tee 
Lin. The Single March violet; its 
flowers [ L . E.\ 

This is often found wild in hedges 
and fiiady places, and flowers in 
March; the ihops are generally 
fupplied from gardens. In our 
markets, we meet with the flowers 
of a different fpecies, named by 
botanifts viola martia major hirfuta , 
madam": thefe may be diftinguiflitd 
from the foregoing by their being 
larger, of a pale colour, and no 
fmell. The officinal flowers have 
a very pleafant fmell, and a deep 
purphlh. blue colour, denominated 
from them violet. They impart their 
colour and flavour to aqueous li¬ 
quors : a fyrup made from the in- 
fufion has long maintained a place 
in the (hops, and proves an agreea¬ 
ble and ufeful laxative for child¬ 
ren. 


This fyrup is alfo found ufeffi 
in many chemical experiments, t0 
deteft an acid, or an alcali; the f° r ' 
mer changing the blue colour to a 
red, the latter to a green. 

Med. Virt. Laxative. 

Prep. A Syrup. 

* F 10 LAE Tricolors folia L'*' 
Panfies or hearts-eafe. This pl a!l 
has been lately recommended E 
Dr. Strack, a German pliyficiam * 
a fpecific in the crufa la idea of C ' IU , 
ren. He direCts a handful of f, 
frefli, or half a dram of the dri e £ 
leaves to be boiled in half a pint 0 
milk, which is to be {trained f° 
ufe. This dofe is repeated rno rJV 
ing and evening. He obfer yt5 j 
that when it has been adminiffe^ 
eight days, the eruption ufually 
creafes confiderably, and the P a 
tient’s urine acquires a fmell *. 1 
that of cats. When the medic 111 / 
has been taken a fortnight, them 11 
begins to fall off in large f ca *^’ 
leaving the fkin clean. Th e 1 
medy is to be perfifted in, till t 
fkin has refumed its natural 
pearance, and the urine ceafes 
have any particular fmell. f 

VIPERA [£.] The viper* " 

adder, is one of the viviparous j A 
tiles, without feet, about an 
in thicknefs, and twenty or b 1 ! 
in length. The poifon of tl ,lS ^ 
pent is confined to its mouth. ^ 
the bafisof the fangs, or long 
with which it wounds, is 1°.^, 
a little bag containing the P 0, .j 0 [i 
ous liquid ; a very minute 
of which, mixed immediately 
the blood, proves fatal. 
per-catchers are faid to preven ^ 
mifehiefs othervvife following ^ 
the bite, by rubbing oil-oli ve " j e f 
on the part. The flefh of ^ J n gl/ 
is perfectly innocent; and u r - y 
recommended as a medici* e °J //- 
traordinary fervice in f cr0 ^ tU 
prous , and other obftinate c jii 

diforders : its virtues, howe v ^ c .h: 
thefe cafes, are probably too 
exaggerated. The viper i s 
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s a n highly nutritious food ; and 
g et j Ce in fome kinds of weaknefles, 
emaciated habits, is not unde- 
rv edly looked upon as a good re¬ 
lative. To anfwer any valuable 
f " r Pofes, frefli vigorous vipers (not 
as have been long kept alive 
b er they are caught) fhould be li- 
anl ^ as ^° 0 d’ The w 'nes 
fii' tinftur ^ them can fcarce be 
kjppofed to receive any confidera- 
A V^'tue from the animal; the dry 
f. 1 } brought us from abroad, is en- 
S tnfignificant. 

Ied. Yirt. Reflorative. 

• ? G "® AURE M folia: Soli- 
t~§ ltlls ^Virga aurece Lin. Golden 
Dli; the leaves. 


T 1 • • 

n >s is found wild on heaths and 
lou ^°ds, producing fpikes of yel- 
hav ^° Wers Auguft. The leaves 
t er ^ a moderately aftringent bit- 
*hl • e ’ ant * hence prove fervice- 
Cer ^ debility and laxity of the vif - 

tha * ari( ^ diforde>'s proceeding from 
Cc tnf e . 

pfMCl QUERN I lignum, folia. 

a lbi Lin. Milfeltoe ; the 
*°.p.and kaves. 

Q U , lls is a bulhv plant, growing 
f er le trunk and branches of dif- 
^ak'^ trees * That met with on the 
0tl ls generally preferred, perhaps 
r are act °nnt of its being the molt 
Pao-a t ma y» however, be pro- 
rug. • ^y art on an y trees, by 
harl^ Ul b f .h e berries againft the 
p ei .r ‘ -This office has hitherto been 
°n ^, rniec i by the thrufli (who feeds 
«Wi° in the winter) in 

fti c i ln § his bill from the feeds that 
in V p , ° u f This plant was held 
hornJ‘ eration b y the fuperltition of 
Hecl^ 1 a ^ es : was hung about the 
t^ken -° P reveil t witchcraft, and 
Of i at ln f erna Uy to expel poifons. 
Specip G - ^‘ as h cen celebrated as a 
tne s f 1U e hdepfies, palfies , See. vir- 

dialed ZUST were greatly to be 
£oii n ! that experience gave any 
V^nauce. * 

iTlS VI^IFERA Lin. The 


vine-tree. [L. £.] The leaves of 
this tree were formerly celebrated as 
aftringents, but have fora long time 
been entirely difregarded : their 
tafte is herbaceous, with only a 
flight roughnefs. The trunk of the 
tree, wounded in the fprmg, yields 
a clear, limpid, watery juice: this 
tear of the vine has been accounted 
excellent for fore eyes; and by fome 
recommended like wife in arden . 
and malignant fevers, and as a diu¬ 
retic. The flowers have a plea- 
fant ftnell, which water elevates 
from them in diftillation ; along 
with the water, a fmall portion of 
an elegant eflential oil is faid to 
arife, poflefling in great perfection 
the fragrance of the flowers. The 
unripe fruit is of a very harfli, 
rough, four tafte: its expreffed 
juice, called verjuice, was of great 
efteem among the ancients, and ftill 
continues fo in fome places, as a 
■cooling afringe.nl medicine. A rob 
and fyrup were formerly prepared 
from it. The ripe fruit of grapes, 
of which there are feveral kinds, 
properly cured and dried, are the 
raifins and currants of the (hops; 
the juice by fermentation affords 
wine, vinegar, and tartar; all which 
have been before treated of. 

Med. V 1 r t . AJh ingent — Liu - 
retie — Aromatic •— Pccloral. 

Prep. Wine — Vinegar — Tar¬ 
tar —the dried Fruit, or Raifns. 

VITRIOLUM. Vitriol is a fa- 
line crvflalline concrete, compofed 
of metal, and an acid fimilar to 
thofe of fulphur and alum. There 
are but three metallic bodies , which 
this acid is capable of perfectly dif- 
folving or being united with into a 
cryjralline appearance — zinc, cop¬ 
per, and iron. With the firft it forms 
a white, with the fecond a blue, 
and with the third a green fait. 

VITRIOLUM ALBUM, Zin- 
cum Vitriol atum \L. E.] White 
vitriol, or vitriol of zinc ; found in 
the mines of Goflar, fometimes iu 
S 3 
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tranfparent pieces, but more com¬ 
monly in form of white efflores¬ 
cences, which are diffolved in 
water, and afterwards reduced by 
evaporation and cryftallization into 
large mafies. We rarely meet with 
this fort of vitriol pure; after the 
zinc, which is its proper bafis, has 
been revived by inflammable flux¬ 
es, there remains a fubftance which 
js attracted by the magnet, and 
difeovers itfelf, on other trials alfo, 
to be iron : a Solution of the vitriol 
depofits, on handing, an ochery 
Sediment, which generally gives a 
blue tin&ure to volatile alkalies, 
and hence appears to contain cop¬ 
per. White vitriol is fometimes 
given from five or fix grains to half 
a dram, as an emetic; it operates 
very quickly, and, if pure, without 
violence; and hence is an ufeful 
remedy where poifon has been 
fwallowed. It is faid to have been 
adminiftered with good effe<5t in 
doles of y of a grain to a grain, in 
chin-cough, and other fpafmodic 
a fit <51 ions. Externally, it is em¬ 
ployed as an ophthalmic , and often 
made the bafis of collyria, as an 
aflringent and tonic , in extempora¬ 
neous prefpription for weak eycs\ 
and, by injcbjion, jor the fluor albas, 
gleets, and feminal weaknejjes , in the 
proportion of "fs. to a pint. 

Med. Virt. Tonic — -Ay ring ait — 
Emetic —See alfo Zincum. 
VITRIOLUM CCERULEIJM: 

Cuprum vitroliatum \L. £.] Blue vi¬ 
triol, or vitriol of copper, falfely call¬ 
ed Roman vitriol. Greateft part 
of the blue vitriol at prefept met 
with in the*fhops, is faid to be ar¬ 
tificially prepared b,y uniting cop¬ 
per with the vitriolic acid. This 
fait lias a highly auflere, acrid, antf 
very naufeous tafte. It has been 
given in Imall doles as an emetic in 
phthifis pulmonalis every morning, or 
pvery other morning, and with fome 
effect; and alfo in obflinatc inter- 
mittentsj and as a general tonic -— 


one quarter of a grain, or mor®> 
with five or ten grains of extrac 
of bark, and two or three grains o 
aromatic powder, three times a 
day during the interndflions. 

It has been ufed externally f 
flopping hemorrhages, which if , 
fe<5is by coagulating the blood, 
contracting the mouths of the 
l'els; and as an efcharoiic , for f 
ftroying proud fklli—but not 
proper for that purpofe as Inn? 
cauftic; except when the fleffl JS 
extremely loofe and flabby. Lj. 11 ?’ 
foakecl in a mild folution 1 
and dried, is fometimes a pref e 
rable application. The fbyptic (°j 
lution is ordered with blue vitr 1 ^ 
three drams, alum one dram, & 
folved by boiling in twelve oun c ' 
of water, to which are added tvV . 
drams of vitriolic acid, the wh° 
to be filtered through paper : clo* 
and doffils are to be dipped in tn 1 
liquor and applied. 

Med. Virt. Tonic — Stypt iC ** 
Efcharotic, 

Prep. Aq. Cupri ammoniati 
See alfo Cuprum. 

VITRIOLUM VIRIDE: **7 

rum -vitriolatum [ L . £.] Gre en ^ 
triol , or vitriol of iron, comm OI f y 
called copperas; the Roman vitr ^ 
of the Italian and other 
writers. This is prepared in l a .G 
quantity at Deptford, by difl”ol vl1 ^ 
iron in the acid liquor w r hich r 
from certain fulphureous py fl ^ 
expoled for a length of time to 
air. When pure, it is fimil ar 
quality tp the officinal fal n,a / t . l5 fi 

The green and bLue vitriols \ 
well as the white) are in 1X53 


places found native in the o ar 


rth» 

though, ufually, in this ftate 
ther fort is free from an admi* 
of the other: hence vitriols • 
met with of all the interned ^ 
colours betwixt the grafs g r ^ e ’J 0 f 
the one and the fapphire bn 1 ® 
the other. The acid of f . e ,jpc* 
kqs the greateft affinity wfili 1 
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e>i t to this with iron, and with 
^°PP er the Ieaft of all. Hence, 
°hitions of white virriol depofir, 
? n landing, greateft part of the 
° n y and cupreous matter which 
.y contain, and if fome frefli 
‘ nc added, the whole. In like 
^nner, upon adding bright polifh- 
! r ° n to lolutions of green vitriol, 
hold any cupreous matter, 
t ‘ 1,s Mil be thrown down. By thefe 
cans the white and green vitriols 
^ be purified from other me- 
,a| hc bodies. 

ch i° r ^ le medical powers of this 
^lybeate fait, fee Ferrum. 

' J CMI cortex interior: XJlmi 
^peflris Lin. S. P. The elm tree; 

® l J\ner bark [ L . £.] 
i. bis is a tall tree growing in 
j- c 'g es , moft plentiful in Middle- 
a,nd Worceilerfhire ; the bark 
taft has a mild aftringent 

ba-t' ^ ^ eco< ^i on of the inner 
bas been recommended in va- 
tio S c b r °nical and cutaneous erup- 
j r J!?’ an d is faid to cure the lepra 
gi v th y° fis °f Sauvaqes. It is 
Q en in decodlion, boiling four 
of the bark neareft the 
hi f ’ taken from the tree, 

a r>j° l,r phits of water to two ; half 
1 . °f which is to be adminifler- 


t*d tw 

tffi ° 0r three times a day; the 
a dd Cac y of which is increased by 
i n „. ln S n ttre, and occafionaliy giv- 
b>nri^ >v lTS at iv<2s. In the fpring the 
fuj-j, biould be taken, from the 
iti er ’ Uot the fmalleft, branches; 
roo^n, from the branching 
p 0 f I’ . Its ufe has alio been pro- 
fi Uor yj various other difeafes, as 
c a>ic , ° t>Us ’ > r heumatifm , old ulcers , 
tinea Y ° US 3n b fcrophulous affections, 
tiat e Ca p tu i & c - In very obfli- 
in {i, Ca 5 s it is neceffarv to perfifl 
IvXp I° r I° me months. 

* I° A: VrticadUnca Lin . 

plant [i a ‘ E Stinging-nettle 5 the 

though the prefent ppadlice pays 


very little regard to this plant, yet, 
if the teflimony of many refpeft- 
able practitioners is to be credit¬ 
ed, it feems not devoid of medical 
utility. The juice taken from two 
to four ounces is recommended in 
nephritic complaints ; in internal hce~ 
morrhagy , fuemoptyfis , and, joined 
with equifetum, in bloody urine. The 
nettle is a common remedy amongll 
the people of Brunfvvick, in an 
incipient phthifis. When the juice 
is not to be obtained, t>he powder 
is ufed mixed with honey or fugar. 
Externally it has been employed as 
a rubifacient; and this method of 
cure has been called urtication ; 
and found efficacious in reftoring 
excitement to paralytic limbs , or in 
other cafes of torpor , or lethargy. 
Withering tells us, a nettle leaf 
put upon the tongue, and then 
preffed againft the roof of the mouth, 
is fometimes efficacious in flopping 
a bleeding at the nofe. 

Med. Virt. Rubifacient . 

TJVA PASSA [L. £.] majorcs. 
Raifins of the fun; the dried grapes 
of' the vitis JDamafcena. 

UVA PASS A mineres. Cur¬ 
rants; the dried grapes of the vitis 
Corinthiaca, 

The principal ufe of thefe is as 
an agreeable fweet; they impart a 
very pleafant flavour both to aque¬ 
ous and fpirituous menftrua. The 
feeds or {tones are fuppofed to give 
a difagreeable relifih, and hence are 
generally directed to be taken out; 
but I have not found that they give 
anv tafte at all. 

UVA URSI folia: Arlut'i u, 
vee urff Lin. S. P. Bear’s whortle¬ 
berry, or trailing arbutus j the leaf 
[L. E.-) 

This is an evergreen fhrubby 
plant, with oblong oval leaves, 
found on the fnowy mountains of 
Germany and Sweden, and on the 
hills of Scotland. The fmell of the 
dried leaves is like that of the ex- 
trad! of liquorice, and they have *a 
S 4 
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aftringent and bitter tafte. The 
uva urfi was employed by the an¬ 
cients in diforderS where aftringent 
medicines were neceffary ; but it 
had falien into difufe till about 
theimiddle of the prefent century, 
when it firft drew the attention of 
phyficians as an ufeful remedy in 
calculous and nephritic complaints; 
and in almcft all others to which 
the urinary organs are fubjeft, fuch 
as ulcers of the kidneys and biadder , 
cyfirrlicea , diabetes , dyfury , &C. Nay 
even by fame it was confider d as 
a folvent of the human calculi; 
however, from a multiplicity of 
experiments it has not appeared to 
poffefs this diffolying power ; yet 
ffili it may be confidered as a valu¬ 
able reipedy, if it only leffens the 
torture, and thereby renders life 
more tolerable. Whatever good 
effe&s it produces, they feem to be 
derived from, its afringent power. 
When given in powder, from fif¬ 
teen grains to forty, two or three 
times a day; or in infufion of 3j. 
or Jij. in a pint of water daily ; or 
^n decodfion, which, though not 
fo agreeable, is more efficacious. 

Med. Virt. Afringent. 

WINTERANI CORTEX [£,] 
Winter’s bark; the produce of 
a tree growing in Jamaica, Bar- 
badoes, &c. called by Sir Hans 
Sloane periclymemim reflum, folds 
laurinis , coriice acri aromatico. It 
was firft difeovered on the coaft of 
Magellan, by Capt. Winter, in the 
year 1567. The Jailors then em¬ 
ployed the bark as a fpice, and af¬ 
terwards found it frvicsable in the 
fcurvy ; for which purpofe it is, at 
prefent alfo, fometimes made ufe 
of in diet-drinks. The truje Win¬ 
ter’s bark is not often met with in 
the fhops, danella alba being gene¬ 
rally fubftituted for it, and by ma¬ 
ny reckoned tp be the fame. There 
is neverthelefs a confiderable dif¬ 
ference betwixt them in appear¬ 


ance, and a greater in quality *• 
the Winter’s bark is in larger piec? 
es, of a more cinnamon-coiouJ'j 
than the canella; and taftes much 
warmer and more pungent. 

ZEDOARIA [L. E.] Kcempfr 
ria rotunda Lin. S. P. Zedoary 5 
the root of an Indian plant, brought 
over in oblong pieces about the 
thicknefs of the finger, or in round' 
ifli ones about an inch in diameter. 
Both forts have an agreeable fr a ' 
grant fmell, and a warm, bittertfH 
aromatic tafte. 

In diftillation with water, it yields 
an effential oil, poffefftng the fmell 
and flavour of the zedoary in a n 
eminent degree; the remaining de- 
codlion is almoft Amply bitter- 
Spirit likewife brings over fom e 
fmall {hare of its flavour; never- 
theiefs the fpirituous extract is con- 
fiderably more grateful than the 
zedoary itfelf. 

Its effedls as a bitter, or arom a ' 
tic, are fo inconfiderable, and 
the camphor it contains can ava j* 
but little, it is deemed to pofleiS 
very little medicinal power. 

ZIBE THUJA. Civet; a left 

undfuous fubftance, of a whitj? 
brown, or blackifh colour, brought 
from the Brazils, the coaft of Gui¬ 
nea, and the Eaft Indies. It iS . 
met with in certain bags, iituated 
in the lower part of the belly 
an animal faid to be of the cat kiAy' 
The chief ufe of this drug is lfl 
perfumes. It is rarelv, if eVel ’ 
employed for any medicinal p ul> ' 
pofes. 

ZINCUM. Zinc [L. JS.] i \ 
metal, differing from all the oth er 
bodies of that clafs, in being 111 ' 
flammable per fe , fublimable i'J Q 
flowers which afterwards rem al11 
fixed in the ftrongeft fire, fohih ^ 
in every acid, not mifcible in 111 
fion with fulphur, changing C< ^F 
per into a yellow metal, brafs. 
veral productions of this ^ eta - 
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" n °ugh not generally known to be 
. c h> are kept in the (hops ; as its 
rich ore calamine, the white vitri- 
0 ’ the pure white flowers of zinc 
Polled pompholyx, and the more 
ir ^pure compound t titty. The pre- 
P^rations of zinc are employed 
P ri ncipaiiv in external applications 
as °phthaimics. The flowers levi- 
S a ted i n t 0 an impalpable powder, 
°rm with oily fubftances an ufeful 
hnguent, and with rojfe-water, and 
^ like, elegant collyria, for de- 
u ^ions of thin (harp humours up- 
• t ^ e eyes: they are moderately 
^tringeiit; and aft, if the leviga- 
ion have ^ een flnly performed, 
tthout acrimony or irritation. 

. ■‘Eternally it has been prefcribed 
11 dofes of two grains, gradually 
. nc reafed to fix or more, in epi- 
^epfies, hyfteria, chorea fanfti Viti, 
ocher fpafmodic affeftions; 

J t appears to be a medicine of 
i u eh uncertainty, and the white 
tiol in many cafes has feemed to 
^we r every purpofe of zinc. 
^ hen the zinc is employed, if it 
°, es ftot foon anfwer the prefcrib- 
r s Purpofe, it fliould not be long 
j rIev ered in, nor given in very 
b ^°^ es > as » introduced into the 
in a certain quantity, it may 
t l* a violent poifon, agreeably 
experiments of Mr. Hellot. 
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Med. Virt. Antiepileptic 

tifpaj modic. 

Prep, from. White Vitriol — Ca¬ 
lamine — Tutty — Flowers. / 

ZINGIBER. £ L. £.] Amomum 
Zingiber Lin. §. P. Ginger; a 
root brought from China and the 
Eaft and Weft Indies; of a fra¬ 
grant fmell, and a hot, biting, aro¬ 
matic tafte. Rectified fpirit ex¬ 
tracts its virtues by infufion, in 
much greater perfection than aque^- 
ous liquors. The latter elevate its 
whole flavour in diftillation, the 
former little or nothing. Ginger 
is a very ufeful fpice, in cold flatu¬ 
lent colics , and in laxity and debility 
of the inteflines. It does not heat 
fo much as thofe of the pepper 
kind, but its eifefts are more dur¬ 
able. It is generally confidered as 
an aromatic ftimulant, lefs pun¬ 
gent and heating to the fyftem 
than might be expefted from its 
eifefts on the organs of tafte. It is 
chiefly ufed as a carminative and 
antifpafmodic; and, befides the af¬ 
feftions mentioned above, in torpid 
and phlegmatic conftifutions to ex¬ 
cite brifker vafeuiar aftion: though 
it is feldom given but in conjunc¬ 
tion with other medical fubftances. 

M eD. ViRT. Aromatic — Stimu¬ 
lant. 

Prep. Syrup. 


General titles including fcveral fmples. 


fiye opening roots; 


The five emollient herbs 


I Smallage, 
Afparagus, 
Fennel, 

Parfley, 

Butchers broom. 


'Marth mallows, 
Mallows, 

Mercury, 

Pellitory of the wall, 
^Violets, 
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The four cordial flowers: 


The four greater hot feeds : 


The four lefler hot feeds * 


The four greater cold feeds: 


The four lefler cold feeds: 


The four capillary herbs: 


The four carminative flowers: 


C Borage, 
j Buglofs, 
j Rofes, 

* Violets. 

C Anife, v 
J Caraway, 
j Cummin, 

Fennel. 

f Bifliopfweed, 

J Stone parfley, 

"j Smaliage, 

LWild carrot. 

f Water melons, 
j Cucumbers, 
j Gourds, 

£ Melons. 

fSuccory, 

) Endive, 

j Lettuce, 

^Furflane. 

f Maidenhair, 

J Englifh maidenhair, 
} Wall rue, 

* Ceterach, 

f Camomile, 
j Feverfew, 

1 Dili, 

(^Melilot. 


The fimples of each of the above clafies have been often employe^ 
together, under the refpe&ive general appellations. This practice ha 5 
entirely ceafed among us; and accordingly thefe denominations are no'^ 
expunged both from the London and Edinburgh Pharmacopoeias, though 
ftill retained in foreign ones: and as they are referred to very often^/ 
fome phyficians, and repeatedly mentioned by old writers, fufFerh>£ 
them to remain might be of fome ufe. 


General rules for the collettion and prefervation of fimples . 


ROOTS. 

Annual roots are to be taken up be¬ 
fore they {hoot out {talks or flow¬ 
ers : biennial ones , chiefly in the 
autumn of the fame year in which 
the feeds were fown ; the per ete¬ 


rnal, when the leaves fall 0 ’ 
and therefore generally i n 1 
autumn. Being ,wafhed cl e ' 
from dirt, and freed from 
rotten and decayed fibres, ^ j 
are to be hung up in a vr ainf 
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fiiady, airy place, till {"efficiently 
fined. The thicker roots require 
to be flit longitudinally, or cut 
tranfverfely into thin dices. Such 
r °ots as lofe their virtues by ex- 
ficcation (or are defired to be 
preferved in a frefli date, for the 
greater conveniency of their ufe 
311 certain forms) are to be kept 
buried in dry fand. 

, There are two fiafons , in which 
he biennial and perennial roots are 
re ckoned the mod vigorous, the 
and Spring ; or rather the 
! rne when the dalks or leaves have 
v a ‘ e n off, and that in which the 
“getation is jud going to begin 
§\ ln , or foon after it has begun ; 
htch times are found to differ 
°ufiderably in different plants. 

, * be college of Edinburgh, in 
le ( wo fird editions of their Phar- 
•^^pfeia, directed them to be dug 
c fbe fpring, after the leaves were 
'°rnied; in the third edition, the 
.Jhunn is preferred, and this rule 
•q>|" 0 ntinued in the fucceeding ones. 

e , S ene rality of roots appear in¬ 
i '■ . t0 be mod efficacious in the 
alf : ^ ut as at t bis time they are 
0 the mod juicy, and confe- 
.j r C!1 tly fhrivel ipuch in drying, and 
e/ r . at bcr more difficultly preferv - 
a( j’ is commonly thought mod 
^'nablc to take them up in au- 
. n » No rule however can be 
f a jj en » that diall obtain univer- 
ttiid ii ^ ,Um root is taken even in the 
cio C C ibmmer, without fufpi- 
ot!^ ats b e i‘ig led aflive than at 
• Cr f e a fobs ; while angelica root 
ParY ^ ^ llr ' n 2 the dimmer, in com- 
tUm ° n °^. w hat it was in the au- 
n ’ fpring, or winter. 

Hb».^ ERBS and LEAVES. 
i are to be gathered when the 
„ Ves have come to their full 
M before the flowers un- 
a n ’ but of fome plants the 
Wer r tops are preferred,— 


They are to be dried in the fame 

manner as roots. 

For the gathering of leaves, 
there cannot perhaps be any uni- 
verfalrule, any more than for roots; 
for though mod herbs appear to be 
in their greated vigour about the 
time of their flowering, or a little 
before, there are fome in which the 
medicinal parts are more abundant: 
at an earlier period. 

Thus mallow and marfiimalloto 
leaves are mod mucilaginous when, 
young, and by the time of flower¬ 
ing approach more to a woody 
nature. A difference of the fame 
kind is more remarkable in the 
leaves of certain trees and flirubs : 
the young buds , or rudiments of the 
leaves , of the black poplar tree have 
a drong fragrant fmell, approach¬ 
ing to that of dorax; but by the 
time that the leaves have come to 
their full growth, their fragrance 
is exhauded. 

Herbs are dlre&ed by mod of 
the pharmaceutic writers to be dri¬ 
ed in the diade; a rule which ap¬ 
pears to be very juft, though it 
has fometimes been mifunderdood. 
They are not to be excluded from 
the fun’s heat, but from the drong 
action of the folar light , by which 
lad their colours are very liable to 
be altered or dedroyed, much more 
fo than thofe of roots. Slow dry¬ 
ing of them in a cool place is far 
from being of any advantage. Both 
their colours and virtues are preferved 
in greatefi perfection, when they are 
dried hajlily, by a heat of common fire 
as great as that which the fun can im¬ 
part: the juicy ones in particular 
require to be dried by heat, being 
othertvife fubje£t to turn black. 
Odoriferous herbs, dried by fire till 
they become friable, difeover in¬ 
deed, in this arid date, very little 
fmell; not that the odorous matter 
is diffipated ; but on account of its 
pot being communicated from rhe 
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perfectly dry fubjeCt to dry air; 
for as loon as a watery vehicle is 
fupplied, whether by infilling the 
plant in water, or by expofing it 
for a little time to a moift air, the 
odorous parts begin to be extracted 
by virtue of the aqueous rooifture, 
and difcover themfelves in their full 
force. 

Of the ufe of heat in the drying 
of plants, we have an infiance in 
the curation of tea among the Chi¬ 
ne fe. According to the accounts 
of travellers, the leaves, as foon as 
gathered, are brought into an a- 
partment furnilbed with a number 
of little furnaces or ftoves, each of 
which is covered with a clean 
fmooth iron plate. The leaves are 
fpread upon the plates, and kept 
rolling with the hands till they be¬ 
gin to curl up about the edges; 
they are then immediately fwept off 
on tables, on which one perfon 
continues to roll them, while an¬ 
other fans them that they may cool 
hafiily: this procefs is repeated two 
or three times, or oftener, accord¬ 
ing as the leaves are difpofed to un¬ 
bend on {landing. 

FLOWERS. 

Flowers are to be gathered when 
moderately expanded, on a clear 
dry day, before noon. Red rofes 
are taken before they open, and 
the white heels dipt off and 
thrown away. 

The quick drying, before re¬ 
commended for the leaves of plants, 
is more particularly proper for 
flowers; in moll of which both the 
colour and fmell are more perifh- 
able than in leaves, and more fub- 
ject to be impaired by flow exfic- 
cation. Of the flowers which come 
frefti into the apothecaries’ hands, 
the only ones employed dry in the 
London Pharmacopoeia, are red 
rofes ; and thefe, in all the compo¬ 
sitions in which they are ufed in a 
dry Rate, are exptefsly ordered to be 


dried haflily (cels)iter arefatl#)* 
One of the moil valuable aromatics 
of European growth, fafrron, is a 
part of a flower, dried on paper on a 
kind of kiln, with a heat fufficient 
to make it fweat, with care only not 
to endanger the fcorching of it. 

It may here be obferved, that 
the virtues of flowers are confined 
to different parts of the flower in 
different plants. S a Jr on is a fin- 
gular production, growing at the end 
of the Jlile or piflil: the aCtive part 
of camomile flowers is theyellowifi- 
dijk , or button in the middle ; that 
of lilies, roles, clove-july-flowers, 
violets, and many others, the petals 
or flower leaves ; while rofemary has 
little virtue in any of thefe parts, the 
fragrance admired in the flowers of 
this plant rcfiding chiefly in the cuf> 

SEEDS and FRUITS. 
Seeds fliould be collected when 
ripe and beginning to grow dry» 
before ) they fall off fpontane- 
oufly. Fruits alfo are to be ga- 
thered when ripe, unlefs they are 
ordered to be otherwife [£.] 

Of the fruits whofe collection 
comes under the notice of the apo¬ 
thecary, there ar^ few which are 
ufed in an unripe Rate : the prin¬ 
cipal is the floe , whofe virtue as a 
mild aflringent is greatly dim 1 ' 
niflied by maturation.—The fr*^ 
of the orange tree raifed in our gar¬ 
dens or green-houfes, is fometimes 
gathered in a Rate of much greater 
immaturity, foon after it is formed 
on the tree, before it has acquired 
its acid juice; at this time it prov£ s 
an elegant aromatic hitter , great!/ 
refembling what are called Curafia 0 
oranges, which appear to be no 
other than the fame fruit gath&re 
at the fame period, in a warmer 
climate. 

The rule for collecting feeds & 
more general than any of the others? 
all the officinal feeds being in theff 
greatest perfection at the time c * 
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*heir 


maturity. As feeds contain 


1 ' 

■ttle watery moifture, they require 
710 other warmth for drying them 
han that of the temperate air in 
au tumn. Such as abound with a 
S r of s expreffible oil, as thofe com¬ 
monly called the cold feeds, fliould 
^over be expofed to any conlider- 
heat; for this would haften 
he rancidity, which, however care- 
u % kept, they are very liable to 
f °otra£L Seeds are bed: preferved 
m their natural hulks, or cover- 
which fliould be feparated 
°'dy at the time of ufing; the hulk, 
cortical part ferving to defend 
le feed from being injured by 
*he air. 


T WOODS and BARKS. 
hE rnoft proper feafon for the 
felling of woods, or lhaving off 
their barks, is * generally the 
winter. 

^he only woods of our own 
growth retained in the catalogues 
huiples in our pharmacopoeias, 
* e the juniper and box ; the former 
j vv hich is rarely or never kept 
. tile {hops, or employed in prac- 
, Ce ; the other is procured from 
e turner, and it is indifferent at 
i ; a t feafon it has been cut down, 
^ ein g at all times diffidently fit 
or the only ufe it is applied to, the 
d'ft- ? an empyreumatic oil by 
1 filiation in a llrong fire. 
tS« t h ar l' :s of our own growth, 
1 e London college has not retained 
' in the Edinburgh Pharmaco- 
there are feveral, viz. thofe 
^^e afli tree,—birch tree,;—oak, 
cun, — floe, wild fervice, —• 


black alder, — and elder; which, 
however, have been fo rarely ufed 
in medicine, that the feafons of 
their greateft perfe&ion cannot be 
afcertained from experience. It 
may be doubted, whether barks be 
not generally more replete with 
medicinal matter in the fummer and 
fpring than in winter. The barks 
of many trees are, in fummer, fo 
much loaded with relin and gum, 
as to burft fpontaneoufly, and dif- 
charge the redundant quantity. It 
is laid that the bark of the oak an- 
fwers bell for the tanners, at the time 
of the riling of the fap in fpring; 
and as its ufe in tanning depends 
on the fame allringent quality for 
which it is ufed in medicine, it 
fliould feem to be fitted for medi¬ 
cinal purpofes alfo in the fpring. 
It may be observed, likewife, that 
it is in this lad feafon that barks 
in general are mod conveniently 
peeled off. 

ANIMALS and MINERALS. 
Animals and minerals are to be 
chofen in their mod perfect date, 
unlefs they are ordered other- 
wife. 

Whatever virtues thefe bodies 
may have, they are fuppofed to 
be bed when they have attained to 
their common full growth. As 
there are no diftinfUons of maturity 
or immaturity in the mineral king¬ 
dom, me only rule for directing 
our choice here mud be the pu¬ 
rity of the fubjects from any mix¬ 
ture of other bodies. None of 
them are ever^to be ufed in an im¬ 
pure date. 
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PART III. 
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PHARMACEUTICAL PREPARATIONS. 


CHAPTER I. 


THE MORE SIMPLE PREPARATIONS. 
/ . 


^ORUNDAM Aqua non folu- 
bilium Praepa ratio. The prepara- 
tlon of fome bodies as 'mill not dif- 


folve 


in water. 


T HESE fubRances are firR to 
.be pulverifed in a mortar, 
then levigated with a little vva- 
k, r ’ Upon a hard and fmooth mar- 
o e ’ into an impalpable powder : 
^ ls is to be dried upon a chalk 
° Ue > covered with filtering pa* 
and afterwards fet by for 
e "’ days, in a warm, or, at ieafl, 
V 'J dry'place. L. 

Par j 1 " manner are t0 be P re ” 

•J r Ug°, verdegris. L. 
{utimonium, antimony. L. E. 

X P ** cancrorum , crabs claws. 
a */• broken into fmall pieces, 
" allied with boiling water, 
gallium, coral. L. E. 

^ re * a , chalk. L. E. 
p r ?P 1S calaminaris, calamineJtone , 
Ca lcined for the vfe of thofe i 
brafs. L, Where this is 
c alci ° j C ^ ac *’ *be m ’ nera i may be 
hot ;iG< ' heating it three times red - 
tgjd £ l£ h penciling it as often in nua- 

clea£ r j°p Um \ °yfcr-fellsy frjl 
I 1 om their impurities. 


Succinum, ajnber. L. E. 

Tutia, tatty. L. E. 

In preparing antimony, cala¬ 
mine, and tutty, particular care 
ought to be taken to reduce them 
into the moft fubtile powder polli- 
ble [L.] —as the fen Ability of the 
parts to which calamine and tut :y 
are applied, requires them to be 
freed from any irritating particles; 
and antimony, unlefs thoroughly 
comminuted, may not only wound 
the flomach, but pafs off without 
producing any other fenfible effeft 
than an increafe of the groffer eva¬ 
cuations, whilR, if reduced to the 
utmoll finenefs, it may become a 
medicine of confiderahle efficacy. 

Where large quantities of the 
foregoing-powders are to be pre¬ 
pared, it is cufiomary, inftead of 
the Rone and mu Her, to employ- 
hand-mills made for this ufe, con- 
fifting of two Rones, the uppermoft 
of which turns horizontally upon 
the lower, and has an aperture in 
the middle for the conveniency of 
fupplying frelh matter, or of return¬ 
ing that which has already palled, 
till it is reduced to a proper degree 
of finenefs. 

For the levigation of hard bc- 
dies, particular care fhould be tak- 
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en, whatever kind of inftruments 
is made ufe of, that the}’' be of fuf- 
ficient hardnefs, otherwife they will 
be abraded by the powders. 

Some few fub(lances indeed are 
more advantageoufly levigated with 
fpirit of wine than, with water. 
A little fpirit may be adq,ed te the 
animal fubftances, if the weather 
be very hot and large quantities of 
them are prepared at once, to pre¬ 
vent their running into putrefac¬ 
tion ; an accident which, in thofe 
circumflances, fometimes happens 
when they are levigated with water 
only. Crabs’ eyes, which abound 
with animal gelatinous matter, are 
particularly liable to this inconve¬ 
nience. 

The meft fuccefsful method of 
obtaining thefe powders of the re- 
quifite tenuity, is, to wadi off the 
finer parts by means of water, and 
continue levigating the remainder 
till the whole becomes fine enough 
to remain, for fome time, fufpend- 
ed in the fluid ; a procefs receive/! 
in the Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia, 
and there directed as follows. 

Edinh . 

A quantity of water is to be poured 
upon the levigated powder, in 
a large veflel, and the veflel re¬ 
peatedly fiiaken, that the finer 
parts of the powder may be dif- 
fufed through the water: the 
liquor is then to be poured off, 
and fet by till the powder fettles. 
The grofs part, which the water 
would not take up, is to be fur¬ 
ther levigated, and treated in the 
fame manner. 

After this method are prepar¬ 
ed antimony, calamine, tutty, 
and chalk. 

By this methbd,' which is that 
commonly pvactifed in the prepa¬ 
rations of colours for the painter, 
powders may be obtained of any re¬ 
quired degree of tenuity; and with¬ 
out the lead mixture of the grofs 
parts, which are always found 


to remain in them after long con¬ 
tinued levigation. All the coarfef 
matter fettles at firft, and the finef 
powder continues fufpended in the 
water, longer and longer, in pr°" 
portion to the degree of its finenefs* 
The fame procefs may likewife be 
advantageoufly applied to other 
hard pulverable bodies of the mine¬ 
ral kingdom, or artificial prepa¬ 
rations of them; provided they be 
notfoluble in, or fpecifically lighter 
than, water. The animal and ab- 
forbent powders, crabs’claws, crabs 
eyes, oyfter (hells, chalk, and co¬ 
ral, are not well adapted to this 
treatment; nor indeed do they re¬ 
quire it. Thefe fubftances are rea¬ 
dily foluble in acid juices without 
much comminution. If no acid 
be contained in the firft paftageSj 
they are apt to concrete with the 
mucous matter ufually lodged there* 
into hard indiffoluble maftes; the 
greater degree of finenefs they are 
reduced to, the more they are du* 
pofed to form fuch concretions* 
and enabled to obftrudt the orifices 
of fmall veftels. See page 67. 
AXUNGIJE PORCINE, SEVl- 
QUE OVILLI Pr^paratio- 
The preparation of hog's-lard & >u 
mutton fuet. 


Lond. 

Chop them into fmall pieces, and 
melt them by a gentle heat, with 
the addition of a little water 5 
then ftrain them from the mem* 
branes. 

The ufe of the water is to pf c " 
vent the fat from burning and tur 1 ** 
ing black ; which it does very ef¬ 
fectually, though it fomewhat prb' 
longs the procefs, and is likevvn e 
apt to be in part imbibed by the fid' 
The Edinburgh difpenfatory direct 9 
the fat to be firft: freed from th e 
fkins, blood veftels, and fibres, thed 
wafhed in frefti quantities of u ' ate 
till it no longer give the liquor any 
bloody tinge, afterwards nie ' ire /’ 
feral a ed, and kept clofe from't 
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The more Jimple Preparations . 


^juries of the air. The fliops are 
dually fupplied with thefe fats 
eaciy prepared. 

T Kellis despumatio. 

ie dcfpumatioii or clarifying op'honey. 
At Land. 

the honey in a water-bath, 
an d let the fciim which arifes be 
Jaken off. 

to * ke intention of this procefs is 
.Purify the honey from wax, or 
her drofly matters that have been. 
Uited with it by the violence of the 
‘ eiS in its reparation from the 
; and from meal and fnch 
t - e fubftances, which are forne- 
fraudulently mingled with it. 
a the honey is rendered liquid 
thin by the heat, thefe lighter 
otters rife freelv to the furface. 

^cilla; exsiccatio. 

■t he drying of fquills. 

Eet i Lond. 

fre fquill, cleared from its 
?uter fkin ? be cut tranfverfely 
nto thin flices, and dried with a 
•g er y gentle heat. 

*/this method, the fquill dries 
f ev . C ^ Sooner than when only its 
h Ce ra coats are feparated, as has 
p ar ^ Ufually directed ; the internal 
i»\ e . n S here laid bare, which, 
Vp r of the entire coats, is co- 
Pe/ U| th a thin /bin, that im- 
Vij- e es exhalation of the moift- 
c c f" Ehe root lofes, in this pro- 
\v e j’, fr )Ur -fifths of its original 
a Ppe 1 ’ ^ le P arts which exhale, 
fij, ? ar . to mere ly watery : hence 
Vj den US dry root are equi- 

ff g fi L to half a dram of it when 
C Ulari y a 
thi- 

fqujq ^ n ^ e dicine. A proof of the 
>etaj n - properly dried is its 

B^al ! though friable, its ori- 
ls gj Ve JltLerne fs and acrimony. It 
giai ns 11 to adults in dofes of a few 
l jc; - £ as r an expe&orant and diure¬ 
tic, 1 hrniewhat larger as an eme- 


circumftance to be parti- 
re garded in the exhibition 


SPONGLE USTIO. 

The burning of fponge. 

Loud. 

Beat the fponge, after cutting it in¬ 
to fmall pieces ; and, when fepa¬ 
rated from its gritty matter, burn 
the fponge in a clofe iron veftef, 
until it becomes black, and eafilv 
friable: then powder it in a glafs 
or marble mortar. 

Edin. 

Put the fponge, cut into fmall pieces, 
and well freed from adhering 
gritv matt ers, into a clofe earthen 
veff:l\ place it on the fire, and 
let it be ftirred frequently till it 
becomes black and friable ; then 
reduce it to a powder in a glafs 
or marble mortar.- > 

This medicine, now firft receiv¬ 
ed in the Difpenfatory, has been in 
ufe for a confiuerabie time ; and 
employed again ft fcrophulous difor- 
ders , and cutaneous foulnejfes, in 
dofes of a fcruple and upwards. 
Its’virtues feem to depend upon a 
vo'atile fait, juft formed, and com¬ 
bined with its own oi! : if the 
fponge be diftilied with a ftronger 
heat, it yields a large proportion of 
that fait in its proper form. The 
fait is in this preparation fo far ex¬ 
tricated, that if the burnt fponge be 
ground in a brafs mortar, it cor¬ 
rodes the metal, fo as to contract a 
difagreeable taint, and fometimes 
an emetic quality. 

Bees, earthworms, and other ani¬ 
mal fubftances, have bv fome been 
prepared in the fame manner, and 
recommended in different dilcafes; 
but as thefe fubftances fall greatlv 
fliort of fponge in the quantity of 
volatile fait produced from them 
by fire, they are probably inferior, 
alfo in medicinal efficacy. Of all 
the animal matters that have been 
tried, raw filk is the only one which 
exceeds, or equals, fponge in the 
produce of fait. 

A good deal of add.refs is requiv 
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fite for managing this procefs in 
perfection. The fponge fhould be 
cut fmall, and beaten for fome 
time in a mortar, that all the ftony 
matters may be got out, which, com¬ 
pared with the weight of the fponge 
when prepared, will fometimes a- 
mount to a confiderable quantity. 
The burning fliould be difconti- 
nued as foon as ever the matter is 
become thoroughly black. If the 
quantity put into the veflel at once 
be large, the outfide will be fuf- 
ficiently burnt before the infide is 
affe&ed; and the volatile fait of 
the former will in part efcape, be¬ 
fore that in the latter is begun to 
be formed. The beft method of 
avoiding this inconvenience, feems 
to he to keep the fponge continu¬ 
ally birring, in fuch a macnine as 
is ufed for th“ roaffing of coffee. 
CORNU CERVI USTIO. 

The burning of hartjhorn. 

Loud. 

Burn pieces of hartfhorn until they 
become perfectly white; then 
rub them to a very fine powder. 
The intention here is, totally to 
burn out and expel the oil, fait, and 
other volatile parts; fo as to leave 
only a white infipid animal earth. 
For this purpofe, a ftrongfire, and 
the free admiffion of air, are ne- 
ceflary, The potter’s furnace was- 
directed merely for the fake of cpn- 
veniei.ee 3 where this is not to be 
had, any common furnace or bove 
may be made to ferve. On the bot¬ 
tom of the grate fpread fome light¬ 
ed charcoal, and above this lav the 
horns. The whole will burn vehe¬ 
mently : the vegetable matter is re¬ 
duced to allies; and the horns are 
burnt to whitenefs, bill retaining 
their original form. The horns left 
after the diftillation of the volatile 
fait and oil of hartfhorn, are as pro¬ 
per for this ufe as any other ; that 
procefs only collecting fuch parts, 
as are here diflipated in the air. 

But hartfhorn is not now con- 


fidered as a pure earth, having 
been found to be a compound of 
calcareous earth, and phofphoric 
acid, it is the weakeft of the ani¬ 
mal abforbents, being foiuble in a- 
cids with great difficulty ; but whe¬ 
ther it be of equal or fuperior ufe 
in diarrhoeas to more powerful ab¬ 
forbents, muff be left to future ex¬ 
perience to determine. 

PULP ARUM EXTR ACTIO. 

The extraction of pulps. 

Lond. 

JJnripe pulpy fruits , and ripe ones if 
dry , are to be fet in a moift place 
till they foften : then prefs the 
pulp through a hair fieve, after¬ 
wards boii it over a gentle 
fire, frequently birring it; then 
evaporate the water in a wa¬ 
ter-bath faturated with fea-falb 
until the pulps are of a prope r 
confibence 

The pod of the Cajfia fijlularis is f 
be bruifed ; then boiling water ,s 
to be poured upon it, that th e 
pulp may be waflred out; after 
this the matter is to be prefTed 
through a coarfe fieve, and tfieh 
through a hair fieve. This donb , 
the watery part is to be evapojT 
ted in a water-bath faturated wd 
fait, until the pulp is broug^ 
to a proper confibence. , 

The pulps of fruits that are bo t; j 
ripe and frefli, are to be pr e(,e 
out through the fieve, with® 1 
any previous boiling. 

STYRACIS PURIFICATlO* 

The purification of fioraX. 

Lond . . •> 

Difiolve the borax in rectified fp 1 ' 1 . 
of wine, and brain the folu tlOJ ^ 
afterwards reduce it to a p r ’°i :! 
confibence with a gentle h eat ',^ 
The aebive part of borax ^ 
diffolves in fpirit of wine 
to pafs through the fibre, the 
purities alone being left. An ^ 
thefe a£live parts do not rife 111 
billation, the fpirit may be 
recovered, in reducing it to a P 
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thicknefs. This is a much 
elegant mode than (training 
th° l3X ’ as I° rmcr b 7 pvefcribed, by 
a rc^ans 0 f W ater, and produces 
more copious, and equally eftica- 
Cl °us fubftance. 

PURI FIC AT U M. 

Purified Opium. 

T a i. Lond. 

4 ^ e of opium, cut into fmall 
P' ece _s, one pound; proof-fpirit 
j\. vvine twelve pints. 

the opium with a gentle 
ftirring it until it is diffolv- 
e< h filter the tinCture through 
Paper, and diftil it fo prepared 
j> . a proper confiftence. 

n fied opium mud be kept under 
w ° forms: soft for pills; and 
ard, that it may be reduced to 
P°wder. 

be e ^ ex P e riment proof-fpirit has 
ft r n found to be the beft men- 
ed ^ ^ or 0 pium ; having diffolv- 
a ^^e-tenths of the crude gum ; 
*ak. llC * S reater proportion than was 
11 P either by fpirit of wine or 

^oniaci PURIFICATIO. 

‘ L Purification of ammoniacum. 

Boij . Lond ' . 

in arnruon l acuiT b if it appears 
a B ? Ure 5 in water until it foftens, 
c | P re fs it through an hempen 
^ °th : then fet it by, that the re- 

OUS Dart mnv TnKflrlf. 

towards 


Va Us Part may fubfide. 
“Porate the water, and 


en d of the infpifiation mix 
In US P art "’iti- 1 the gummy, 
ana , me manner Asa fcetida, 
5r„ the fimilar ref., 

P Purified. 


tnous gums, 


Salb^ gUrn that melts eafilv, as 
fied ^ l5l P’ m ay likevvife be puri- 
and k y ^eluding it in a bladder, 
til th e ^P ln g it in boiling water, un¬ 
to ^ gum becomes foft enough to 
thr 0u& r^d from its impurities 

Inthla e - m P en cloth - 

? re fltouM K nin ? ° f a11 the gums ’ 

neH . e ta ^ en , that the heat 
1 e r too great, nor too long 


continued; otherwife a confidera- 
ble portion of their more aftive vo¬ 
latile matter will be loft : an in¬ 
convenience which cannot, by any 
care, be wholly avoided. Hence 
the purer tears, unftrained, are pre¬ 
ferable, for internal ufe, to the 
ftrained gums; becaufe that fome 
of the gum-refins purified, in the 
common way, by folution in wa¬ 
ter, expreffion and evaporation, are 
not fo eaiily foluble in aqueous 
menftrua before, as after, fuch de¬ 
puration. The method of foften- 
ing the gum in a bladder by exter¬ 
nal heat, without the addition of 
water,appears to be the moft eligible 
for all thofe that will admit of be¬ 
ing thus liquefied fulficiently ; both 
as exhalation is prevented during 
the liquefaction; and the ftrained 
gqm returns in cooling to its origi¬ 
nal confiftence, without the further 
heat which is requifite in the 
other method for evaporating the 
water. Opium is perhaps lefs in¬ 
jured by heat than the reft of the 
gums, the virtues of this drug Teem¬ 
ing to refide more in its fixed than 
in its volatile parts : it is neverthe- 
lefs expedient, that the fmell of the 
opium, which affords an ufeful 
mark of its genuinenefs, be as much 
as poftible preferred ; this, if the 
quantity of water were large, would 
be deftroyed by the long evapora¬ 
tion which would then become ne- 
cefiary. 

It were to be wiflied that the 
confiftence to which the ftrained 
folutionsare to be reduced, were de¬ 
termined with more precifion, par¬ 
ticularly in regard to opium', that 
there might be as little uncertainty 
as poffible in its dofe. 
M1LLEPEDARUM PRAPA- 
RATIO. 

Preparation of millepedes. 

- Lond . Edin. 

The millepedes are to be inclofed 
in a coarfe hempen cloth, and 
fufpended over hot fpiritof wine, 
T a 
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in a cldfe veflel, till they are kill- out endangering any Iofs of fuci> 
ed by the fteam, and rendered virtues as they may poflefs. 
friable. The direftions givenby both cob 

This is a convenient way of ren- leges are precifelv the fame, and 
dering millepedes pulyerable, with- delivered in almoft the fame words. 


i 


i 





i 
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CHAPTER II. 

Subftances extracted from vegetables by exprejjton: 

SECT. I. 


Expressed and inspissated Jhices. 


j^-CES are obtained from the 
o, feculent parts of plants, by 
deluding them, after being pro- 
perly cut, bruifed, &c. in a hair 
ha gj and prefling them, betwixt 
^ooden cheeks, in the common 
crew-prefs, as long as dny liquor 
Exudes. 

p r T ! le harder Fruits require to Jbe 
L^oufly well beaten or ground : 
] v 11 herbs are to be only moderate- 
k r ' -l, ifed ; for if thefe be over 
'he r ! a ^ ar g e quantity of the 
ou^eous matter will be fofeed 
along with the juice. Hempen 
lx - vv °ollen bags are apt to commu- 
tbrt te a difagreeable flavour; the 
Pto^ S -°^ ^ ie ‘ e iikewife fwell in 
id )0r .^ oil as they imbibe moifture, 
the f Ul S reat meafure to prevent 
-p !ee percolation of the juice, 
fluids thus extradfed from 
a n ]~r ient bruits, both of the acid 
a c !: j Veet kind — from mod of the 
^ 1 herbs', as feurvy-grafs and 


i'/ S f r -'-relies 

.L orrel 


and 


from the acid herbs, 
wood-forrel — from 


dan i a P. er t ent ladtefcent plants, as 
f ro e |, l0n and hawkweed — and 
taij! llln dty other vegetables, con- 
ana ^ r . eat P ar t of the peculiar tafle 
j efts virtues of the refpedtive fub- 
h an "khe juices, on the other 
ar 0 ’ ^ xfra ^od from mod of the 
a ud* la ? C herbs, as thofe of mint 
co^ tae k^grant Turkey balm, 
h av JP. 0ll 4 r called balm of Gilead, 
v 0llr Carce ly any thing of the Ua¬ 
di^ r** ll!e plants, and feem to 
. ut ^ e from decodtions of them, 
the n ) In Wat er, boiled till the vola- 
° r °us,parts have beendifiipa- 


ted. Many of the odoriferous flow¬ 
ers, as the lily, violet, hyacinth, 
not only impart nothing of their 
fragrance to their juice, but have it 
totally deftroyed by the previous 
bruifing. From want of fufficient 
attention to thefe particulars, prac¬ 
titioners have been frequently de¬ 
ceived in the effedts of preparations 
of this clafs; juice of mint has 
been often preferibed as a ftoma- 
chic, though it wants thofe qua¬ 
lities by which mint itfelf, and 
its other preparations, operate in 
that intention. 

The juices thus forcibly prefled 
out from plant's, differ from thole 
Which flow fpontaneoufly or from 
incifions; thefelafi: confiding chief¬ 
ly of fuch fluids as are not diffufed 
through the whole fubftance of the 
vegetable fubjedt, but elaborated in 
diftindl veffels, or fecreted into par¬ 
ticular receptacles. From poppy 
heads, (lightly wounded, there iffues 
a thick milky liquor, which dries 
by a moderate warmth, into opi¬ 
um ; whilft the juice obtained from 
them by preflure is of a dark green 
colour, and far weaker virtue. 

Juices, newly expreffed, are ger 
nerally thick, vifeid,' and very im¬ 
pure : by colature, a quantity of 
grofs matter is feparated, the jqice 
becomes thinner, limpid, and bet¬ 
ter fitted for medicinal purpofes, 
though as yet not entirely pure. 
O-i Handing, it becomes again tur¬ 
bid, and apt to run into a fermen¬ 
tative or putrefadl.ive flate. Clari¬ 
fication with whites of eggs ren¬ 
ders the iuices more Derfcdtly fine ; 

T 3 ' 
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but th«re are few that will bear 
this treatment without a manifeft 
injury to their flavour, tafte, and 
virtue. 

The moll effe&ual method of pu¬ 
rifying and preferving thefe liquors, 
is, to let the ftrained juices fraud in 
a cool place, till they have depo¬ 
sited their grofler feces, and then 
gently pafs them feveral times 
through a fine ftrainer till perfectly 
clear; when about one-fortieth part 
their weight of good fpirit of wine 
may be added, and the whole fuf- 
fered to ftand as before : a frefli fe- 
diment will now be depofited, 
from which the liquor is to be 
poured off, ftrained again, and put 
into fmall bottles that have been 
waftied with fpirit .and dried. A 
little oil is to be poured on the fur- 
face, fo as very nearly to fill the 
bottles, and the mouths clofed with 
leather, paper, or ftopt with ftraw, 
as the flafks in which Florence 
wine is brought to us : this ferves 
to keep out dull:, and fuffers the 
air, which in procefs of time a- 
rifes from all vegetable liquors, to 
efcape ; which air would otherwife 
endanger tire burfting of the glaf- 
fes, or, being imbibed a frefli, ren¬ 
der their contents vapid and foul. 
The bottles are to be kept on the 
bottom of a good cellar or vault, 
placed up to the necks in fand. By 
this method, juices may be pre¬ 
served for a year or two; and fome 
for a much longer time. 

It has already been obferved, 
that there are great differences in 
juices, in regard to their being ac¬ 
companied, in the expreflion, with 
the- virtues of the fubje&s i there 
are equal differences in regard to 
their preferving thole virtues, and 
this independently of the volatility 
of the adtive matter, or its difpofi- 
tion to' Exhale; Even the volatile 
virtue of fcurvy-grafs may, by the 
above method, be preferved almoft 
entire in its juice for a confiderable 


time ; while the a&ive parts of the 
juice of the wild cucumber quickly 
feparate and fettle to the bottom* 
leaving the fluid inert. Juices of 
arum root, iris root , bryony root , and 
fundry other vegetables , throw down 
in like manner their medicinal parts 
to the bottom. 

SUCCUS COCHLEAR LE 
COMPOSITUS, 

FORMERLY 

SUCCI SCORBUTICI. 

Compound juice of fcurvy-grafs, 
Lond. 

Take the juice of 

Garden fcurvy-grafs, two pints f 
Brooklime, 

Water-crefles—each one pint; 
Seville oranges, a pint and quaf* 
ter. 

Mix them together, let them ftand 
till the feces have fubftded, and 
then either pour the liquor on 
clear, or pafs it through a /trainer* 
Edinb, 

Take the juice of 
Garden fcurvy-grafs, 
Water-crefles, exprefted from 
frefli-gathered herbs, 

Seville oranges—-of each two 
pounds: 

Spirituous nutmeg-water, half a 
pound. . . 

Mix them together; let them ftan^ 
till the feces have fubfided, an 
pour off the clear liquor. ( 
Both thefe compofitions are 0 
confiderable ufe for the purpon 5 
exprefled in the title ; the oraflg e 
juice is an excellent affiftant to thjj 
fcurvy-grafs and other acrid an 
antifcorbutics, which, when tn u 
mixed, have been found from exp e 
rience to produce much better e ~ 
fedts than when employed by tbem 
/elves. Thefe juices may be 
from an ounce or two to a . 

of a pint , two or three tunes a 
they generally increafe the urWp 
fcretion , and fometimes introdu^ 

a laxative habit. Preferved V ' M 
the cautious above mentioned, T-* 


Cl; 
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keep good for a confiderable 
llTle : though, whatever care be 


tak 


en > they are found to anfwer 


d^ffi Cr w ^ en ^ re ^ 1 5 an< ^ from the 
‘•nculty of preferving them fo, 

, . y have of late been very much 
, a ' a afide, efpecially fince we have 
)ee n provided with more conveni- 
Cllt ar >d ufeful remedies. 
INSPISSATED juices. 

Lond. 

When vegetable juices, decoc- 
l0ll s, or infufions, are expofed to 
a continued heat, the fluid part 
^dually evaporates, carries oflF 
Uc h volatile matter with which it 
^ as impregnated, and leaves the 
?}° re fixed in one thickened mafs. 

v hen this occurs from the eva¬ 
poration of an exprefled juice, it 
1S Ca Hed infpijfated juice ; when from 
Htry decoftions or infufions, an 
€xt jj a &; from fpirituous tinftures, a 
Jfi 71 , or effential extract; which 
e r m i extract, is applicable to the 

"-toy , h ,. ee .’ FF 
, hey are alfo called rob , or fapa , 
hen by evaporation the juices, or 
t ater y decoction, are reduced only 
0 fre confiftence of oil or honey ; 

. Ilc * baifams, when-fpirituous tinc- 
'jes are reduced to the fame con- 

hftence. 

• .With regard to infpiflation of the 
£ we are to confider what ef- 
J will be produced by the pro- 
^ e . s refpecting the volatility or 
X ’fr of the medicinal parts, 
fronts which lofe their virtue, 
Iof^ art h £ i n g dried, will 

. e the fame on their juices being 
jP piffated to drynefs ; how gentle 
0 ° e ' er be the heat with which the 
li? era f‘°n is performed. It mud 
^ ®wife be obferved, that the me- 
1 Cui al parts of fome juices are 
in a ftate of perfect folution, 
J Y e watery fluid, fo as com- 
{j l ® tel .y to be obtained by it after 
f ..hfiuor has been made fine by 
draining, or other means; 
ll *e the medicinal parts of others, 


not difloluble by waterv menftrua, 
are only diffufed throng the li¬ 
quor, in the fame manner as fe- 
cuiencies are, and feparate along 
with thefe in handing 

There are particular points which 
ought to be carefully confidered in 
forming preparations from differ¬ 
ent vegetable fubftances; as by im- 
proper procefles the mod power¬ 
ful may be rendered inefficacious. 

SUCCUS BACCiE SAMBUCI 
S PISS AT US. 

Inf piffated juice of the elder-berry, 
hand. 

Take of the exprefled and depu¬ 
rated juice of the elder-berries 
two pints : infpiflate in a water- 
bath laturated with fea-falt. 

The college of Edinburgh, to five 
pounds of the ripe juice add one 
pound of the pureft fugar, and 
with a gentle heat evaporate to 
the confiftence of a pretty thick 
honey. 

Each of thefe preparations keeps 
weli; and both are pofleffed of ape¬ 
rient powers, generally promoting 
the natural evacuations by ftool, 
urine, or fweat. The dole, from 
3j. or 3ij- to j,]. or more : half an 
ounce diluted with water, is com¬ 
monly taken at bed-time in com¬ 
mon colds. 

In the fame manner may be in- 
fpiflated the juice of black currants , 
lemon , deadly night-jhade , black hen¬ 
bane, Jlrong-fcented lettuce , and of 
hemlock , gathered upon the firft ap¬ 
pearance of the flowers. And un¬ 
der this form the agreeable and ufe¬ 
ful acid of the two firft may be 
preferved for a confiderable length 
of time, in this concentrated ftate. 
SUCCUS ACON1TI SPISSA- 
TUS. 

Infpijfated juice of wolf’s-bane. 
Edinb. 

Bruife the frefli leaves, include them 
in an hempen bag, and ftrongly 
comprefs them in a prefs, fo that 
they may give out their juice: let 

T 4 ‘ 
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the juice be evaporated in open 
veflels in a water-bath, to the 
tsonfiftehce of a pretty thick honey; 
and towards the latter end of the 
procefs, let the juice be con- 
ftantly ftirred that all empyreu- 
ftia may be a voided. After it has 
become cold, let it be put up in 
glazed earthen veflels, and moift- 
ened with fpirits of wine. 

In the fame manner are prepared 
infpiffated juices of the folanum le 
thale , or deadly night-Jhade; and 
the hyofcyamus , or henbane. 

The addive parts of thefe plants 
are obtained in a concentrated ftate 
by this procefs, and in a condition 
which admits of preparation for a 
confiderable length of time, and in 
which ftate they are perhaps more 
frequently ufed than any other; 
particularly the hyofcyamus , which 
often proves a good fuccedaneum 
for opium, when opium is indicat¬ 
ed but difagrees with the patient 
-—though the aconite and folanum 
has been thought to poflefs greater 
advantage, adminiftered in the 
form of powder. 

SUCCUS CICUTfE SPISSA- 
TUS. 

Infpiffated juice of hemlock. 
Edinb. 

The procefs is fimilar to that ufed 
with aconitum, except that this 
is ordered to be evaporated to 
the confidence of a thin honey ; 
and when cool, as much of the 
powder of the dried leaves is to 
pe added as will form it into a 
mafs proper for pills; care being 
taken that the evaporation goes 
to that length only as to require 
fuch a quantity of the powdered 
leaves as will make a fifth part 
of the whole mafs, when brought 
to a proper confidence. 

However it is agreed, the mode of 
making the ex trad! as ordered by 
the London college, is efteemed 
the moft eligible; as it forms the 
mod pure exuadf, and the po wder 


may be occafionally added. 

However, great care is. required 
in preparing this infpiffated juice. 
Befides the precaution of gathering 
the plant at the particular feafon? 
on the firft appearance of the flow¬ 
ers, and preventing the mixture of 
any other vegetable, the evapora¬ 
tion fliould take place as foon as 
polfible after the expreflion, and 
therefore the juice fliould not be 
bought already expreffed; for if 
the juice, which retains the frneh 
of the plant, be fufFered to fettle 
until it becomes clear, it lofes near¬ 
ly all the fpecific flavour of the 
hemlock; the odorous principle 
feeming to feparate, and fubfide 
with the herbaceous feculencies '• 
and the evaporation fliould be flout l 
to prevent the too great didipation 
of its volatile parts, upon which 
much of its virtues depend, by too 
hafty an evaporation. 

That fuch caution in the pre¬ 
paration is abfolutely neceflary* 
feems to be confirmed by Hr* 
Withering’s obfervations, who 
fays, “ that no medicinal plant? 
when collefted, is more apt to beat 
and fermentthan hemlock; whence 
the quantity of extract is much led* 
and its properties greatly impaired >' 
and that if the feculencies ar £ 
thrown away, the medicine lS 
fpoiled. 

Of this infpiffated juice, flua” 
dofes fliould be begun with, from 
two to five grains in a day to adults? 
and gradually augmented. Some¬ 
times feveral drams have been tak¬ 
en in that time without producing 
any giddinefs : but from five grains 
to ten or twenty grains are g ene * 
rally fuflicient; for few confbtu- 
tions will bear more, if it is proper'? 
prepared, without experiencing dis¬ 
agreeable effects. The plant itfci 
may be kept dry, in ftrdng brown 
paper bags; or, if powdered, m 
glals bottles clofe flopped, and 
placed as to exclude the light. 
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the 


■^ r * Stcerck has recommended 


cicuta in a variety of com- 


P a mts, in which he lays it has 
, een fuccefsful: he affirms, that it 
re *noves oljhuftions , and their confe- 
[ P-ences ; relieves rheumatic fains , 
Hough of long continuance ; dif- 
J'cirrhous tumours , both inter- 
a ' and external; and cures dropfies 
f . Con fumptions proceeding from 
f Clr rhofities; that it often diffbl-ves 
C" 7>a(C lj, and fops their progrefs, and 
, as foinetimes removed the gutta 
t)efiQ ;—that inveterate cutaneous 
iy t!o » s , fc aid-heads, malignant ul- 
cancers, the malignant fluor 
v > n-‘ > g 071 onha:ee of long Jianding, 
JCtnate remains of the venereal 
Jfa/e, and caries of the bones , ge- 
yield to it—that for the 
j ' 0l ‘ part it is neceffiiry to conti- 
_, le this medicine for a confider- 
j , e time before the cure be ef- 
fro ° r muc h benefit perceived 

t ^ iv ®twithfi:anding which account, 
t'hi tria ^ s '•hat have "been made of it in 
ed S < : 0Unt ry have not been attend¬ 
ed. tt'Kh any thing like this luccefs. 
pfv' Ve ^ er > the infpiffated j uice is 
\ v i 5 U in a variety of complaints, 
its lC 1 a PP ear ver y obftinate; but 
a S r eat efficacy, when joined with 
^ Mercurial altera tive, has been 
ph ; C P ar ticularly obferved in fero- 
iu \ US . an h feirrhous djorders, and 
tub e ^ c c °mplaints, arifing from 
in their early ftage. Ci- 
coii, / ^ as alfo been given in chin - 
uc/fj r J uma tifm, and nervous head - 
p* Wlt h fome luccefs. 
hastily the powdered herb 
0r CQ eei1 11 fed, with linfeed meal, 
a Dn °^°a white bread, made into 
the U UCe u ’hh milk and water, in 
Ot, e _r i ^P 0r ti°n of one-fourth, or 
a ppl - 5 ^h, part of the herb, when 
brp-a to indurated tumors in the 


)r ^aft 


WJtj-j ailc ^ ot her parts; joined 
*i*Uy mercur y, and given inter¬ 
ned applied externally, it 


7 , 


has been fuccefsfullv employed in 
removing obftru&ions.of the mem¬ 
branous parts of the urethra, and 
enlargement 6f the proflrate gland. 
And in fome cafes it is given with 
advantage joined with the peruviaa 
bark. 

ELATERIUM. 

Land, Edinb. 

Take ripe wild cucumbers, and 
having very lightly prefled out 
the juice, pals it through a fine 
hair fieve into a glafs veffeL 
After /landing for fome hours, 
the thicker part will fali to the 
bottom ; from which the thin¬ 
ner is to be poured off, and what 
liquid matter is dill left, is to be 
feparated by filtration. The re¬ 
maining thick part is to be co¬ 
vered with a linen cloth, and 
dried by gentle heat. 

What happens in part in the 
foregoing preparation, happens in 
this completely, the fpontaneous 
feparation of the medicinal matter 
of the juice on {landing for a little 
time ; and the cafe is the fame with 
the juices of feveral other vegeta¬ 
bles, as thofe of arum, iris, and 
bryony roots. Preparations of this 
kind have been commonly called 
fcecul.'E. The filtration above 
directed for draining, off luch part 
of the watery fluid as cannot be 
feparated by decantation, is not 
the common filtration through pa¬ 
per, for this does not fucceed here: 
the groffer parts of the juice, fall¬ 
ing to the bottom, form a vifeid 
cake upon the paper, through which 
the liquid cannot pafs. The repa¬ 
ration is to be attempted in another 
manner, fo as to drain the fluid 
from the top. This is effe6ted bv* 
placing one end of fome moiftened 
{trips of woollen-cloth, fkeins of 
cotton, or the like, in the juice, 
and laying the other end over the 
edge of the veil'd, fo as to hang 
down lower than tfie fur face of the 
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liquor. By this management the 
reparation fucceeds in perfedion. 

Elaterium is a throng hydragogue 
cathartic, and previous to its ope¬ 
ration excites great ficknefs, and 
fometimes fevere vomiting. In 
fome inftances of ftagnant afcites it 
has produced a complete evacua¬ 


tion of water, where other medi¬ 
cines have failed. Two or three 
grains are in general a fufficient 
dofe. Perhaps half a grain given 
for a dofe and repeated every hour 
till it begins to operate, is the bell 
and fafelt mode of exhibiting it.^ 


SECT. II. 

Expressed Oies. 


XPRES9ED oils are obtained 
chiefly from certain feeds and 
kernels of fruits, by thoroughly 
pounding them in a ftone mor¬ 
tar, or, where the quantities are 
large, grinding them in mills, 
and then including them in a 
canvas bag, which is wrapt in a 
hair doth, and flrongly prefled 
betwixt iron plates. The can¬ 
vas, if employed alone, would 
be lqueezed fo clofe to the plates 
of the prefs as to prevent the 
oil from running down : by the 
interpofition of the hair cloth, a 
free paflage is allowed it. 

Sundry machines have been 
contrived, both for grinding the 
fubjed, and preffing out the oil, 
in the way of bufinefs. To faci¬ 
litate the expreffion, it is cuftomary 
to warm either the plates of the 
prefs ; or the fubjed itfelf after 
the grinding, by keeping it flir- 
ring, in a proper veil’d over the 
fire : the oil, liquefied by the heat, 
feparates more freely and more 
plentifully. When the oil is defigned 
for medicinal purpofes, this pr aft ice is 
not to be allowed; for heat, efped- 
ally if its degrees be fufficient to be 
of any confiderable advantage for 
promoting the reparation, renders 
the oil lefs foft and palatable, im- 
prefies a difagreeable flavour, and 
^ncreafes its dilpolition to grow 


rancid. Hence the colleges both 
of London and Edinburgh expreft' 
ly require the operation to be p er " 
formed without heat. 

Nor are the oils to be kept iu a 
warm place after their exbrejfon. 
pofed but for a few days to a heat f 
greater than that of the human bodj/i 
they lofe their emollient quality, anCi 
become highly rancid, and acrimontf' 
Too much care cannot be taken f°/ 
preventing any tendency to tlft 5 
acrid irritating flate, in mediciu eS 
fo often ufed for abating immocL' 
rate irritation. , 

So much are thefe oils difpoft 
to this injurious alteration, th^ 
they frequently conttad an acr ; ' 
mony'and rancidity while contra 11 ' 
ed in the original fubjeds. H^ cC . 
great care is requifite in the choice °i 
the tinbluous feeds and kernels, _ 

are often met with very rancid • 
almonds are particularly liable ta 
inconveniencies of this kind. 

Exprefled oils are prepared J°* 
mechanic ufes from fundry diu e ^ 
ent fubjeds, as nuts, poppy-fee > 
hemp-feed, rape-feed, and othei ^ 
Thofe direded for medicinal pj’^ 
pofes in the London and Edinb l|1 o 
Pharmacopoeias, are, 

OLEUM AMYGDALA 

Oil oj alifionds. 

Land. £ t 

Bruife frelh almonds, either L 
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° r bitter, in a mortar, and then 
ex prefs the oil, in a prefs, with¬ 
out heat. 

the fame manner may be 
* x prefl'ed from the bruifed feeds of 
tn feed-oil, oil of mujlard and oil of 
Ca for —F or the particulars belong- 
n g to the medical powers of which 
ee semen, sinapis, and ri- 
5 tNlJ s, in the Materia Medica : and 
0r the expreffed oil of bay-berries, 
olives , and palm-oil, as far as 
he y tire fuppofed to exert any pe- 
CU( 'ar qualities, they will be found 
n uer laurus, macis, oliv.e, and 

Al m.e in the fame divifion of this 
'Vork. 

r 'I'he oil of almonds prepared 
r °yn the fweet and bitter almonds 
^indifferently, altogetherthe fame. 
, 0r are the differences of the other 
v pry confiderable, the difcri- 
uiating qualities of the fubjefts 
P* ^eliding in the oils that are thus 
Gained by expreffion : the oil of 
cl-feed is as foft , infipid , and 
ru ° z d of pungency , asthatofjkveet al- 
** 0n ds, the pungency of the muftard 
gaining entire in the cake left 
Q .j er the expreffion. The feveral 
s differ in fome of their proper- 
^. es from one another ; but in me- 
qualities they, appear to be 
nearly alike, and agree in one 
0 p)niou emollient virtue. They 
a nd relax the folids, and ob- 
t , u d acrimonious humours : and 
^ l j 1 . s become ferviceable, inter- 

of * n T a ins, inflammations , heat 
^ ll) ln e, hoarfcncjs, ticklings coughs, 
iiit"rv^ a Sly fleet, for lubricating the 
ti o eltla ^ s > and promoting the ejec- 
indurated feces ; — and in 
i applications, for tendon and 

co' Particular parts. Their 

fbm^° n 1S half an ounce: in 
e ? a f e s, they are given to the 
f) <! ; Ult y of three or four ounces. 
th e T fr>0 ^ c °tnmodious forms for 
aft e i ex h*bition we fhall fee here- 
C 0u ‘’ hi the chapter of E,mul- 


The oil of cacao, or the cho¬ 
colate nut , expreffed from the nuts 
{lightly toafted, and freed from their 
coverings, feems to have no other ad¬ 
vantage over the chocolate as com¬ 
monly made, but from being divert¬ 
ed of the aromatics with which that 
is joined, and hence may be given 
as an article of nutrition, where 
the common chocolate is contra¬ 
indicated. 

The oil of hyoscyamus, ac¬ 
quired in the fame manner as the 
oil of almonds, is fuppofed to be 
poffeffed of the narcotic virtues of 
the plant, and therefore has entered 
the compofition of fome anodyne 
ointments and plarters : but, when 
the fedative power of henbane is 
wanted, an impregnation of olive 
oil with the leaves of the plant has 
been fuppofed would much better 
anfwer the purpofe. 

OLEUM on. 

Egg-oil. 

Boil any quantity of frefh eggs till 
they are hard ; then take out the 
volks, break them in pieces, and 
roaft them gently in a frying-pan, 
till, when preffed between the fin¬ 
gers, they give out a certain fat- 
11 efs ; put them, whilft warm, 
into a hair bag, and exprefs the 
oil. 

Externally applied, a paregoric 
and ftyptic power has been attri¬ 
buted to it; and it has been fre¬ 
quently applied for the relief of fore 
nipples , with which women who 
fuckle children arefometimes much 
tormented. Adminiftered inter¬ 
nally, it has been thought ufefnl in 
jlomach complaints, dyfenterics,'and dif¬ 
ferent ajfeblions of the aliment ary canal. 
That this oil does poffefs thefe 
powers, is extremely doubtful« and 
it has only acquired attention from 
being inferted in moll of the fo¬ 
reign pharmacopoeias. 

Notwithftanding the great fimi- 
larity of expreffed oils in general, 
there can be yio doubt but the oils 
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exprefled from aromatic fubftances, 
retain, for the moft part, an ad¬ 
mixture of the aromatic matter of 
the fubjeCt. Thus nutmegs and 
mace yield, upon expreflion, an 
oil impregnated with the flavour 
of the fpices ; and an oil cxprejfcd 
from anifeeds has a great {hare of 
the peculiar fmell of the feeds. A 
purgative oil alfo is extracted in 
America from the purgative feeds of 
the ricinus. It does not appear that 
other qualities of vegetables are 
communicated to their expreffedoils. 

The rinds of the feveral varieties 
of oranges, lemons, and citrons, 
yield by a kind of expreffion their 
eflential oils almoft pure, and near¬ 
ly fimilar to thofe which are/ob- 
tained from them by diftillation. 
The eflential oils, in which the 
fragrance and aromatic warmth of 
thefe fruits refide, are contained in 
numerous little, veficles, which may 
be dillinguiflied by the naked eye, 
fpreaci all over the furface of the 
peel. If the rind be cut in flices, 
and the flices feparately doubled 
or bent in different parts, and 
fqueezed between the fingers, the 
veficles burft at the bending, and 
difcharge the oil in a number of 
fine {lender jets. A glafs plate be¬ 
ing fet upright in a glafs or porce¬ 
lain veffel, and the flices fqueezed 
againft the plate, the little jets 
unite into drops upon the plate, 
and trickle down into the veffel 
beneath. But though this procefs 
affords the true native oil, in the 
fame ftate wherein it exifted in 
the fubjeCt, unaltered by fire or 
other agents, it is not practicable 
to advantage, unlefs where the fruit 
is very plentiful; as only a fmail 
part of the oil it contains can thus 
be extracted or collected. 

The oil is more perfectly fepa- 
rated by rubbing the rind upon a 
lump of fugar. The fugar, by the 
inequality of its furface produces 
the effeCt of a rafp, in tearing open 
the oily veficles; and in propor¬ 


tion as the veficles are opened, the 
fugar imbibes the oil. When the 
outward part of the lump is fuf- 
ficiently moifiened, it- is ferapeu 
off, and the operation continued 
on the frefli furface. The oil thus 
combined with the fugar, is fit f° r 
molt of the ufes to which it is ap' 
plied in a fluid ftate. Indeed th e 
pure eflential oils obtained by di- 
{filiation, are often purpofelv mix* 
ed with fugar, to render their uis 
the more commodious. 

The oily preparations acquired 
by infufion and decoCtion fhoiilu 
have next fucceeded; but nothing 
more, it has been prefumed, could 
be expeCted from them than front 
common oil itfelf, which has the 
advantage of being lefs offenfiv?* 
The mucilaginous ingredients* 
marfhmallow root and iinfeed, 
the oil of mucilages of the former 
difpeniatories, make no addition to 
the virtue of the oil; for mucilages . 

as already obferved, are not fofabb 
in oils. Experience has not difen" 
vered any fuch lingular qualities in 
flowers of St. John’s wort, that foU f 
ounces of them fliould communi' 
cate any remarkable virtue to 3 
quart of oil. Of the other herbs? 
the more valuable parts are diffi' 
pated by the boiling heat: al \J. 
akhough the remaining matter, ‘‘ 
it were taken internally, either b> 
itfelf, or dilfolved in watery oC 
fpirituous liquors, might not be 
deflirute of activity ; yet it ca(l 
fcarcely be fuppofed, when corn* 
bined with a large quantity of 01 ’ 
to have any material effeCt in et' 
ternal applications. The whole ( ] 
thefe oils have therefore been judt 
cioully omitted ; as the effeC 
likely to be produced by thefe 
have been thought to be more cCt 
tainly and fuccefsfully anfwered . 
mixing with the exprefled oil a bn 
able quantity either of the na” v ^ 
refins of vegetables, or of the 
tial oils and refinous extraCts a* 1 
ficially prepared from them. 
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C H A P T E R Iir. 


Infujions in different menjtrna. 

SECT. I. 


Infusions and Decoctions in Water. 


W ATER, the dire A menftru- 

r um of gums and Tilts, extracts 
a <uly the gummy and faline parts of 
^ e Sffolcs. Its aefion, however, is 
.?*■ limited to thefe ; the rejinous and 
i Principles beings hi mo ft vegetables , 

° ln thnately blended with the gummy 
faline , as to be in great part 
1 ' Cn up along with them ; fome 
f j tie rejinous cathartics , and mo ft of 
>e ° r °matic herbs , as well as bitters 
ff ajlringcnts, yield to water great- 
^ P ar t of their fmell, tafte, and 
. T ^hial virtue. Even of the pure 
v en tial oils and odorous refins of 
..^'tables, leparated from the other 
thc'T pies , water imbibes a part of 
f flavour; and by the artificial ad- 

ter XfUre S nmmv or faline mat- 
> the whole fubjftance oj the oil or 
’S made diffoiuble in water. 
VJJ-ure falls water diff'ojves only 
r *ain determinate quantities (fee 
P a § e 4a). By applying heat, it is 
federally enabled to take up more 
;A n it can do in the cold, and this 
k u P ro P° r ti°n to the degree of heat; 
tlo* ^ ^‘ e lifi uor cools, this addi- 
^ 115 ‘ quantity feparates, and the 
^ ret ains no more than it would 
' C ^iftdtved without heat. With 
j t ntm yfabjlances, on the other hand, 
nio U ^s Unlimitedly, diflolving 
its p 6 ,riore of them till it lofes 
0 f j; Ul dity ; heat expedites the action 


tee 


a ter, but cannot enable it 


b v a j, e U P more than it would do, 


Cold l °'^ r 1 ] ng ic | on S e f tin l e » in the 
f ro ‘ 1 he active part,s extracted 

JIli vegetables by water, and 


oils and refins made foluble in wa¬ 
ter by the artificial admixture of 
gum, partake of this property of 
pure gums, being diffoiuble with¬ 
out faturation. 

It has been imagined that vege¬ 
tables in a freffi Rate, while their 
oily, refinous, and other aftive 
parts, are already blended with a 
watery fluid, would yield their vir¬ 
tues to water more freely and more 
plentifully, than when their native 
moifture has been diflipated by dry¬ 
ing. Experience however fhews, 
that dry vegetables , in general, give 
out more than frefh ones , water jfeem- 
ing to have little action upon them 
in their recent ftate. If, of two 
equal quantities of mint, one be 
infilled frefli in water, and the 
other dried, and then infufed in 
the like quantity of water for the 
fame length of time; the infufion 
of the dry herb will be remarkably 
the ftronger : and the cafe appears to 
be the fame in all the vegetables that 
have been tried. 

In all the preparations deferibed 
in this chapter, it is to be under- 
Hood that the fubjects muji be mo¬ 
derately and newly dried; unlefs 
when they are exprefsly ordered to 
be taken frefli; in which cafe it is 
to be judged that their virtues are 
deftroyed or impaired by drying. 

The native colours of rr.anv vege¬ 
tables are communicated to water 
along with their medicinal matter: 
many impart’ a colour different from 
their own : and others, though of a 
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beautiful and deep colour them- 
felves, give fcnrcely any to the men¬ 
ftruum. Gf the firft kind are the 
yellow and red flowers ; of the fe- 
cbnd, the leaves of mofl plants; of 
the third, fame of the blue flowers, as 
thofe of cyantis and iarkfpur. Acid 
liquors change the infufions of mofl 
flowers , the yellow ones excepted, 
to a red; and alkalies , both fixt and 
volatile, to a green. 

From animal fubflances water ex¬ 


tracts the gelatinous and nutrition 5 
parts, whence glues, jellies, broths, 
&c. and, along with thefe, it takes 
up principles of more activity, aS 
the acrid matter of cantharideS. P 
diffolves alfo fome portion of calcined' 
calcareous earths , both of the anin'i'd 
and of the mineral kingdom, but 
has no action on any other kind oi 
earthy matter. — On Decoctio>'*» 
fee Article III. 


Article I. Infufions in cold water. 


INFUSUM CARDUI. 

Infufion of car duns. 

Take an ounce of the dried leaves 
of carduus benediCtus, and a pint 
of common water. Let them 
Iteep for fix hours, without heat, 
and then filter the liquor through 
! paper. 

By this management, only the 
finer parts of the carduus are ex¬ 
tracted, and the infufiora proves an 
agreeable light bitter: it fits enfier 
on the flomach than any other medicine 
I know of the bitter kind; whereas, 
by lhng continued maceration, or 
by the application of heat, the gro(L 
er And more ungrateful parts are 
taken up, and the liquor becomes 
^-naufeous, fo as to provoke vomit¬ 
ing. I have often given the light 
infufion, with great benefit, in 
weaknejfcs of the fiomach , where the 
common bitters did not agree. It 
may be flavoured at pleafure with 
aromatic materials; inftead of pure 
water, a mixture thereof, with fome 
grateful diflilied fpirituous water, 
as twelve ounces of common water 
and four of the fpirituous water of 
orange peel, may he ufed for the 
menftruum. The little quantity of 
fpirit contained in this compound 
will not confiderably vary the dif- 
folving power of the water. 

Many other vegetables may be 


advantageoufly treated in the fame 
manner. From thofe which are 
weak in virtue, rich infufions may 
be obtained, by returning the li¬ 
quor upon frefh quantities of the 
fubjedt; the water loading itfel* 
more and more wdth the acti vC 
parts. Thefe loaded infufions are 
doubtlefs applicable to valuable 
purpofes in medicine, as they con¬ 
tain, in a fmall compafs, the finer? 
more fubtile, and afdive principle 
of vegetables, in a form readily 
mifcible with the fluids of the hu¬ 
man bodv. 

INFUSUM MENTITE. 

Infufion of mint. 

Take half an ounce of the dry 
leaves of fpearmint, and a pm 1 
of fimple mint-water. Steep 
them in a clofe veflel, in a warm 
place, for four hours, and then 
flrain out the tincture. 

The diftilled water of mint i s 
impregnated with as much of th® 
volatile p?arts of the herb, as wa¬ 
ter can be made to retain by diftq' 
Jation, By infufion, however, 
ffill takes up more, being equally 
effectual as a menftruum with fren 1 
water; hence the tincture pro veS 
very rich in the virtue of the mint* 
This is another ufeful method °- 
obtaining ftrong infufions from vC " 
getables, and it may be varied a 
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1 Cre tion: the diddled water of 
ne plant tnay be employed as a 
for another. 

WUSUM CORTICIS PERU- 
VIANI, 

vel CINCHONA. 

*p Infujion of Peruvian bark. 
a * e an ounce of Peruvian bark 
re duced into fine powder, and 
twelve ounces of water. Mace- 
^ate without heat for twenty four 
l 0 Ur s, occafionally (haking the 
v tfTel; then pour off the clear 
^uor, and pafs it through a 
drainer 

j, *he extraction of the virtues of 
_ ei Uvian bark, with aqueous li- 
has hhherto been attempted 
wrong coition. But this drug, 
^°ntrary to molt other vegetables, 
iko a ' :e ^ v been oblerved to give out 
, f to cold than to boiling mater. In 
t . J ! n b» a refinous matter, con- 
, hung the aftringency of the bark, 
h la ftky melted out by the heat, 
ter*' n ° f trul >' diflolved by the wa- 
t Q ’ ar *d hence, in cooling, it begins 
hii e P ara?e 5 renders the liquor tur- 
1 > and at length fettles to the 

c 0 i j 0rn ’ whereas, by maceration in 
Pa VJater i the ajlringent and bitter 
a \ /x are gradually extracted together , 
eir e t lC f ormer as we d ns die latter 
Pc f eta * n ed by the -water in a flate of 
folution. The infufion ap- 
tj Q ars to he one of the belt prepara- 
a nd S ^ ie hark for meefk fomachs , 
or S' ven hi dofes of .two 

v e( . lee ounces, in intermitting fe- 
th e S> an< ^ ’ n other diforders where 
aro COrr °borating virtues of bark 

re Squired. 

aqua PICEA. 

Ta ke 0 f ■ Tar - water ' 

vr ar ’ two pounds; 

Sti r th*' °, Ue S allon * 

n ? m wrongly together with a 
/0 °;hen rod; and afterJlanding 
0 Jet tie for t . vco days, pour off the 
for ufe. 

e<] t ai , VVater has been recommend- 
the world as a certain and fafe 


medicine in altnoft all difeafes ; a 
flow yet effectual alterative in ca¬ 
chexies, feurvies , chlorotic, hyjlerical , 
hypochondriacal, and other chronical 
complaints ; and a fudden remedy in 
acute diffempers which demand im¬ 
mediate relief, as plcurifes , peripntu - 
monies , the [mall pox , and all kinds 
of fevers in general. The medicine, 
though certainly far inferior to the 
character that has been given of it, 
is doubtlefs in many cafes of con- 
fiderabie utility ; it fenfibly raifes 
the pulfe ; and occafions foine con- 
fiderable evacuations, generally by 
perforation or urine, though fome- 
times by dool or vomit : hence it 
is fuppofed to aft by increafing the 
vis vitoe, and enabling nature to 
expel the morbific humours. 

We {hall here infert, from the 
firft public recommender of this 
liquor (bilhop Berkley) fome ob- 
fervations on the manner of ufing 
it. “ Tar-water, when right, is 
“ not paler than French, nor deep- 
u er-coloured than Spanish white 
“ wine, and full as clear ; if there 
“ be not a fpirit very fenfibly per- 
“ ceived in drinking, you may 
“ conclude the tar-water is not 
“ good. It may be drank either 
“ cold or warm : in colics l take 
“ it to be bed warm. As to the 
“ quantity, in common chronical 
“ indifpolitions a pint a day may 
“ fujjice , taken on an empty flomach, 
“ at two or four times , to wit, night 
“ and morning, and about two 
“ hours after dinner and breakfad : 
“ more may be taken by drong 
u domachs. But thofe who labour 
“ under great and inveterate ma- 
“ ladies, mud drink a greater 
“ quantity, at lead a quart every 
“ twentv-four hours: all of this 
“ clafs mud have much patience 
“ and perfeverance in the ufe of 
“ this, as well as of all other medi- 
“ dues, which, though fure, mud 
“ yet in the nature of things be 
“ flow in the cure of inveterate 
“ chronical diforders. In acute 
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44 cafes, fevers of all kinds, it muff 
44 be drank in bed, warm,- and in 
44 great quantity (the fever ftill 
44 enabling the patient to drink)-— 
4,4 perhaps a pint every hour, which 
44 i have known to work furprifing 
tc cures. But it works fo quick, 
44 and gives fuch fpirits, that the 
44 patients often think themfelves 
44 cured before the fever hath quite 
44 left them.” 

Infujum of tar, or tar-mater, as it 
has been called, has loll much of 
its reputation—as it is pretty cer¬ 
tain, that water can but take up 
the liquid of the tar, charged per¬ 
haps with a very fmall quantity of 
oily matter in the form of an acid 
foap; and its virtues chiefly de¬ 
pend upon this acid, it would be 
better to feparate this acid by 
diftillation, and mix it occaflonaliy 
with water. 

AQUA CALCIS. 

Simple lime-water. 

Land. 

Take of quick-lime half a pound ; 
boiling diftilled water, twelve 
ounces. Mix, and fet it afide 
in a covered veflel for an hour ; 
then pour off the clear liquor, 
and keep it in a veflel clofely 
flopped.- 

Edinb. 

Take half a pound of frefli-burnt 
lime, put it into an earthen vef- 
lel, and gradually fprinkle upon 
it four ounces of water ; keeping 
the veflel fliut, while the lime 
grows hot, ancj falls intp powder •, 
when pour upon it twelve pounds 
ofwater, and mix them well toge¬ 
ther by ftirring. As foon as the 
lime is fettled, flir it again; al¬ 
ways keeping the veflel fliut 
during the ebullition, that the 
accefs of the air may be more 
effectually prevented: then let 
the water be filtered through 
paper, placed in a funnel clofe 
fhut at its top; and keep it in 
very clofe veflels. 


The reafon of adding the water 
by degrees to the lime is, that when 
poured on at once, it reduces the 
external part to a kind of muddy 
fu bilance or fo ft pafte, which n* 
fome meafure defends the internal 
part from being acted upon by the 
water. It does not appear that the 
different proportions of water, in 
the two above prefcriptions, oc- 
cafionany fenfible difference in the 
ftrength of the product: the quick¬ 
lime is far from yielding all its fo 
luble parts to either proportion; 
the remainder giving a ftroog im¬ 
pregnation to many frefli quantities 
of water, though not fo ftrong as 
to the firft. The caution of keep¬ 
ing the water in clofe-ftopt veflel 5 
ought to be ftridlly attended to; 
for in open ones, the calcareous 
matter, diflolved in the liquor, foon 
begins to feparate, and forms f 
white cruft upon the furface. This 
cruft is not of a faline nature, as 
io me have imagined ; but an in- 
flpid earth, no longer mifcible with 
watery liquors. 

The furface being the pait to 
which the common air is applied* 
here the reparation firft takes place; 
and as long as the cruft remain* 
entire, the clofenefs of the texture 
lo excludes the air, that the,reft or 
the fluid remains impregnated with 
lime ; but when by any means the 
peliide is broken it foon finks to 
the bottom, and expofes a neut 
furface to the adlion of the a' 1 * 
which occafions a new feparation 
of the lime. ■ 

In this manner a fucceflion °* 
crufts and precipitations are form' 
ed, till the whole of the quick' 
lime, once foluble and cauftic, 
found at the bottom of the vefle* 
in the lfate of mild infolubie 
earth, leaving the water perfectly 
infipid. Thefe crufts and fuccel- 
five reparations are owing to the 
ahforption of fixed air, or aeria 
acid, from the atmofphere; and ft 10 


Chap. Hf. 


Infufions in boiling Water . 




. ^ 1 'Soluble ffcate of the preclpi- 
^ rnatter to the fame caufe. 
the purity of common water 
di J}*«ly be depended upon, the 
^ hied water is much mofe eligi- 
p ln hiaking the lime-water. 

0r the medical properties of 


lime-water, fee Materia Medica, 
article Calx viva. 

The aqua calcis magis , and minus 
compofita , are now thrown out from 
both the London and Edinburgh 
difpenfatories, as being' coniidered 
of no material utility. 


Article II. Infujlons in lolling Water „ 


infusum AMARUM. 
Bitter infujion. 

^ke of Edini - 

n 

g e, ttian root, half an ounce ; 
e ^dle orange peel, dried, one 

Coriander feed, half a dram ; 
^°°f fpirit, four ounces; 

° ne P ound - 

^ °n the fpirit firft, and let it 
^ a od three hours, and then add 
tw 7 ater 5 macerate without heat 
J\Tr> Ve hours, and drain it. 
^USUM GENTIANS 
COMPOSITUMj 

In Ptt formerly 

OSTJM AMARUM SIMPLEX. 
° m Pound infujion of Gentian. 

^k e of Lmd ' 

^ttian fliced, one dram by 
fc**ght. 1 

r ^ e d outer rind of Seville 
orange, one dram and a half 
0 / We ight. 

- '7 er f hid of frelh lemon, half 

Boin ° unce by we5 s ht * 

n g water, twelve ounc'es by 

^a Ce eafure ‘ 

for one hour, and (train. 
al! ne r liquors are very ele- 
Pa r p C , lbe l. u l hitters ; the latter 
*e U ^ ltl) lar is as agreeabfe as can 
Jhtjjjj J" contrived, the peels corn¬ 
's the a fine flavour, which 
gentp^^y Edition of which the 
nj'■» need. 

^FcJSUM CATECHU; 

| vulgo 

Nf USUm japonicum. 


Take of 

Extrsft of catechu, two drams 
and a half; 

Cinnamon, half a dram ; 

Boiling water, feven ounces; 
Simple fyrup, one ounce ; 

Digeft the extract and cinnamon 
with the water for two hours 
in a clof^-coVered veflel: after¬ 
wards drain it, and add the fy¬ 
rup. 

The infufion is an elegant cor¬ 
dial reftringent, and may be given 
In dofes of from one to t .v ci 
ounces, in thofe complaints fpeci- 
fied under the article of Japonic a 
Terra in the Materia Me- , 

DICA. 

INFUSUM AMARUM 
PURGANS. 

Purging bitter ihfufon. 

Take of 
Senna, 

Yellow rind of lemon peel, frefif 
—-each three drams; 

Gentian root, 

Yellow rind of Seville orange - 
peel, dry, 

Leffer cardamom feeds,' freed' 
from the hulks—each half a 
dram ; x 

Boiling water, five ounces by 
meafure. 

Macerate them together; and when 
cold, ftrain off the liquor. 
INFUSUM AMARUM 
cum SENA. 

Bitter infufon ’with fenrtal 
Take of 

Senna, one dram; 

Gentian root ; 

U 
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Sweet fennel feeds—each half a 
dram ; 

Boiling water, a quarter of a 
pint. 

Infufe them forfour hours, and then 
ft rain the liquor. 

This infufion may like wife be pre¬ 
pared with two, three, or more 
times the quantity of fenna. 

Both thefe are ufeful purging 
bitters. The quantities here pre- 
fcribed are intended for one dofe : 
the firft is the larger, and the other 
the fmaller dofe, that fenna is ufu- 
ally given in. 

INFUSUM SENT 
SIMPLEX. 

Simple infufion oj fenna. 

Take of 

Senna, one ounce and a half by 
weight; 

Ginger powdered, one dram by 
weight ; 

Boiling diftilled water, one 
pint. 

Macerate for one hour, in a co¬ 
vered vetfel; and when the li- 
liquor is cold, ftrain. 
INFUSUM SENT TATARI- 
SATUM ; 

formerly 

Infusum sen/e commune. 
Tartarized infvfion of fenna. 
Lond. 

Take of 

Sena, an ounce and a half; 
Cryftals of tartar, two drams ; 
Coriander feeds, bruifed, four 
drams; 

Diftilled water, one pint. 

Boil the cryftals of tartar in the 
water, until they are diffolved ; 
then pour the water, whilft it 
continues boiling, upon the other 
ingredients. 

Macerate for an hour in a covered 
vefTel; and when cold, ftrain off 
the liquor for ufe. 

In our former pharmacopoeia, 
an alkaline fait was ufed in the in*- 
fufion of fenna, inftead of the acid 


one here directed. The firft was- 
fuppofed to promote the operation 
of the medicine, by fuperadding a 
degree of purgative virtue of its 
own, and by enabling the water to 
extradl fomewhat more from the 
capital ingredient, than "t would be 
capable of doing by itfelf; whilft 
acids have rather a contrary effedt* 
Experience, however, has fuflici- 
ently lhown that this infufion, and 
the following one with lemon juice* 
do not fail in their intention : and 
in a medicine, very naufeous to 
many, it is of principal conff' 
quence to prepare it fo, that the 
lighteft and leaft difguftful parts 
may be extradted. Alkaline fait* 
increafe the offenfivenefs of the 
fenna ; whilft cryftals of tartar coil' 
fiderably improve the colour of the 
infufion, and likewife render the 
tafte to fome perfons lefs difagrefi' 
able. Soluble tartar fliould feem 
good ingredient in thefe kinds of 
compofitions, as it not only ifO' 
proves the tafte, but pVomotes th e 
purgative virtue of the medicine! 
this addition alfo.renders the inf 11 ' 
lion lefs apt to gripe, or occafio 11 
flatulencies. 

Both thefe infufions of fenna 
mildly purgative to adults in d ,S 
dofe of one ounce, or one 0un° e 
and a half to two ounces. T^ 
naufeous flavour of the fenna 
more covered in the latter;—a l5 ° 
perhaps would be ftill more fo ^ 
the addition of fiu^ar. 

INFUSUM SENT 
LIMONIATUM. 


Infufion of fain a with lemon • 
Take of 

Senna, an ounce and a half; . 
Yellow rind of lemon peel, fr e ‘ '* 
one ounce; . v 

Lemon juice, one ounce ' 
meafure ; 

Boiling water, one pint. - 
Macerate them together; and vvh 
cold, ftrain oft the infufion* 



Infujions in lolling Water. 


c fop. HI. 

'■p? . 

. -is is a very pleafanc and fuf- 
jicienrly efficacioire pur^e : and the 
j^j. a gteeable form for the exhi- 
lQ n of fenna to fuch as are more 
A atl ° r dinarily offended with its 
a - v our. The dofe is from two 
° U I^es to four. 

WUSUM TAMARINDO- 
f RUM CUM SENA. 

n J u Jiun of tamarinds with fenna. 

f , Ed ini. 

lake of 

T 

ainarinds, fix drams; 
g U'dals of tartar ; 
e nna—of each one dram; 

, 0r iander feeds, half a dram ; 

e< a candied fngar, half an 

p ?V nce ; 

M a 0llln g water, eight ounces. 

, er ate in a ciofe earthen vef- 
w hich has not been vitrified 
n h lead ; ftir the liquor now 
then, and after it has flood 
?!; lr hours, flrain it. It may be 
c . 10 with double, triple, or a 
fp. e ? ter proportion of fenna. 

1S * 7 f u fi on ? ant l tartarized 
f U ] l ° n °J Jenna , are mild and ufe- 
tn er ^ Ul 'S es » particularly the for¬ 
ded’ w hich is excellently fuited to 
that ‘. lte . ft °machs, at the fame time 
ls v ery well calculated for 
an< ^ °ther acute difeafes. 
a,s f a r u ^d along with acids, fuch 
^^^'arinds, or crv dais of tartar, 
t ^ le ac td predominates, is 
ta(| e _ Ver y much to improve their 
acijj ’ a!lt ^ the combination of their 
the tap^ Ry e et, is found to cover 
t Uallv .5, °I the fenna very effec- 
fani,; ’ * aromatic alfo ferves the 
e P Ur pofe. 

^NEUSUM RHAf. 

"f u fion of rhubarb. 

’I'ake of Edinb. 

diced, half an ounce ; 
Spirit VVate T> eight ounces ; 

1o us cmnamon-water. one 

^ ounce. 

e * at e the rhubarb, in a glafs 
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vefiel, with the boiling water 
for a night; then, having added 
the cinnamon water, flrain the 
liquor. 

This appears to be one of the 
beft preparations of rhubarb when 
defigned as a purgative; water ex¬ 
tracting its virtue more effectually 
than either vinous or fpirituous 
menflrua: in this refpect rhubarb 
differs from nioft of the other vege¬ 
table cathartics. 

INFUSUM ROSA; 

formerly 

TINCTURA ROSARUM. 

Infufon of the rofe. 

Loud. 

Take of 

The dried red rofe, half an ounce; 
Vitriolic acid diluted, three 
drams; 

Boiling water, two pints and a 
half; 

Double refined fugar, one ounce 
and a half. 

Firft pour the water upon the rofes 
in a glafs vefiel; then add the 
acid, and macerate for half an 
hour; (train the liquor when, 
cold, and add the fugar. 

Edinb, 

Take of 

Red rofes, dried, one ounce ; 
Vitriolic acid, one dram ; 

Boiling water, five pounds; 
White fugar, two ounces. 
Macerate the rofes with the boil¬ 
ing water in an unglazed vefiel, 
four hours ; then, having poured 
on the acid, frrain the liquor; 
add to it the fugar. 

Some have directed the oil of vi¬ 
triol to be dropt upon the rofes be¬ 
fore the water is put to them : but 
this method is certainly faulty, for 
fuch of the rofes as this caufiic li¬ 
quor falls upon undiluted, will be 
burnt up by it, and have their tex¬ 
ture deflroyed. Others have made 
an infufion of the rofes in water 
fir.ft, and then added the acid, from 
U a 
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an apprehenfion, that if this acid 
be added to the water,' it taould 
weaken its powers as a menftruum ; 
but, whatever the acid (pint will 
hinder the water from extracting,- 
it rnuft precipitate, if added after¬ 
wards ; though in this preparation 
the vitriolic acid bears fo fmall a 
proportion to the water, that its 
effeCt, in this refpeCt, will be very 
little. The ihfufion fliouldbe made 
in a glafs or ftone-ware veflel, ra¬ 
ther than a glazed earthen one; 
for the acid will be apt to corrode 
the glazing of the latter. 

This tinCture is of an elegant red 
colour, and makes a very grateful 
addition to juleps in hemorrhages, 
and all cafes that require mild cool¬ 
ers and fubaftringents. It is fome- 
times taken with bolufes or electua¬ 
ries of the bark ; and likewife makes 
a good gargle. The virtues of 
this infufion are to be afcribed 
chiefly, if not folely, to the vitri¬ 
olic acid. 

Infusum lini. * 

Infufion of linfeed. 

Take of 

Linfeed, whole, two fpoonfuls ; 
Liquorice, diced, half an ounce; 
Boiling water, four pints. 

Let them Band in infufion by the 
fire for fome hours, and then 
itrain off the liquor. 

An ounce of coltsfoot leaves is 
fometimes added to thefe ingre¬ 
dients ; which addition procures 
this medicine the title of Infu¬ 
sum pectorale, pedloral infufon. 
Both infuflons are foft, emollient, 
mucilaginous liquors ;.and as fuch 
they are directed in defluxions of 
thin acrid rheums, and erofeons of the 
vejfds. They are given to the quan¬ 
tity of a pint a day. 

Infusum antiscokbuticum. 

Jlntifcorbutic infufion. 

Take of 

Buckbean leaves, two ounces; 
Curaflao oranges, half an ounce; 


Compound horferadifli - waterj 
four ounces; 

Common water, four pints. 

Let the common water, boiling* 
be poured on the buckbean and 
orange, and fuffered to ffand n 1 
a clofe veflel for a night; then 
{train out the liquor, and add to 
it the horferadifli-water. 

This infufion is a very u feful» 
and not inelegant, antfeorhutic : 
buckbean appears from experience 
to be a very efficacious herb 
this intention ; the aromatic m 3 ' 
terial here joined to it alleviate 5 
its ill flavour, and at the fame tim® 
promotes its virtue. A quarter 01 
a pint of the liquor may be take 11 
three or four times a. day. 

Infusum cephalicum. 

Cephalic infufion. 

Take cf 

Wild valerian root, two ounces* 
Rofemary, or fage, half al1 
ounce; 

Aromatic water, four ounces» 
Common water, four pints. , 
Let the common water be poure ’ 
boiling, on the herb and rpob 
and fuffered to ffand for a nig'^ 
in a clofe veflel; then ftrain 
the infufion, and add to it 
aromatic water. 

This infufion is calculated 
gainft epdeptic diforders, and °f 
like ajfetdions of the nervous f/f c Q 
The dofe is a quarter of a pinb 
be taken twice a day. 

Infusum alcalinum. 


Jllkaline infufion. 

Take of # . 

Kali prepared, half an ounce* 
Saffron, half a dram ; 
Liquorice-root, two ounces; 
Boiling water, three pints. d 
Let them ffand together in a vV g l5 d 
place for eight or ten hours* 
then ftrain out the liq u ° r 
ufe. . . n 

This infufion is of fervice 1 J 
lentor or vifeidity of the 
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m 


W Ces i the confequence of an ob- 
Ll lifted perfpiration, and often- 
lr v;es the origin of inflammatory 
‘-tempers. It attenuates thick hu- 
,n ° Ur s , nd promotes the natural fccre- 
iy° ns - It is to be taken warm, in 
lttle quantties at a time, but fre^ 
h ll ently repeated. 

InFUSUM D1URETICUM. 

^ Diuretic infujion. 

lake of 

Wormwood leaves, dried, half 
an ounce; 

tp a li prepared, two fcruples; 
Juniper water, two ounces; 

-p Common water, twelve ounces. 
°Ur the common water, boiling, 
°u the wormwood and kali; and, 
w hen grown cold, ftrain off the 
flquor, and mix with it the jum- 
P e r water. 

. Phis infufion is much of the 
!Tl _ e nature with the foregoing. 

. h directed in the obflruklions of 
' L£ vifcera, which frequently fuc- 
f ee d a long continuance of bilious 
.f Ver s, or frequent relapfes into 

* ^ !T1 ; and which generally end in 
, ^opfy, jaundice, or irregular in- 
J r uuttent. The quantity here 
y^fcribed is to be taken every day, 
“ three doles, and a purgative oc r 
t a «onally interpofod. If intermit- 

n t fevers return after the cure of 

* e °ther diforders, they are theq 
' lI ^ e fsfully treated by the bark. 

p, 1 re _pa rat ions of this kind are 
u ewite of confiderable ufe in ma- 
diforders : in which, as Dr. 
ea d obferves, evacuations by the 
t} Qne ys are of greater confequence 
£pV? i_ s generally fuppofed ; efpe- 
■ ‘hy if the mania be of the furious 


kind, and accompanied with febrile 
heat. Alkaline falts, given in large 
dofes, are here the mod: effectual 
diuretics. 

INFUSUM PAK AT.YTIjCUM. 

Paralytic infujion. 

Take of 

Horferadifh root, fhaved, 

Muftard feed, bruifed—each four 
ounces; 

Boiling water, four pints. 

Let them deep together, in a clofe 
veflel, for twenty-four hours. 

This infufion is ltrongly im¬ 
pregnated with the pungency of 
the milliard feed and horferadifh, 
which by this fimple procefs give 
out the whole of their virtues. 
Though the medicine is defigned 
chiefly for a ftimulant in paralytic 
complaints, there are fevjral other 
diforders in which it may be em¬ 
ployed to good advantage ; in fcor- 
butic cafes, in particular, it pro- 
mifes to be a remedy of great 
utility : it generally promotes the uri¬ 
nary difcharge ; and, if the patient 
be kept warm, perfpiration. It is 
taken fometimes to half a pint, 
twice a day. 

Infusum cinnamomi. 

Infufion of cinnamon. 

Take two ounces of powdered cin¬ 
namon, ami two pints of boiling ' 
water. Infufe. them in a clofe 
veflel, in a moderate heat, for 
half an hour; and then filter the 
liquor. 

This infufion is agreeably im¬ 
pregnated with the flavour and 
warmth of the fpice, and may, 
on many occafions, fupply the 
place of the fimple cinnamon water. 


•Article III. Deceptions, Fomentations, and Mucilages, 

tp at of boiling differs from their fpecific odours refide, are vo- 

p art - or infufion in lome material latile in the heat of boiling water, 
v; 0 , lci! . rs * One of the moil ob- they exhale in the boiling along 

fenh-l • rerentes ’ s ’ ^ iat as watei 7 Beam, and thus 

oils of vegetables, in which are loft to the remaining decoction : 

U 3 
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whereas both in cold and hot infu- 
fions they are preferved. Odorous 
fiibftances, and thofe in general 
whole virtues depend on their vo¬ 
latile parts, are therefore unfit for 
this treatment. The foluble parts 
of thefe may, neverthelefs, he unit¬ 
ed in this form with thofe bodies 
of a more fixed nature ; by boiling 
the latter till their virtues are fuffi- 
ciently extracted, and then infufing 
the former in this decodtion. 

The extraction of tile virtue of 
the fubjedt is ufually promoted or 
accelerated by a boiling heat; but 
this rule is lefs general than it is 
commonly fuppofed to be. We 
have already obferved, that Peru¬ 
vian bark gives out its virtue more 
perfectly by cold infufion than by 
coction. In fome cafes, boiling' 
occafions a manifeft difunion of the 
principles of the fubjedt. Thus, 
when almonds are triturated with 
cold water, their oil, blended with 
the mucilaginous or other foluble 
matter of the almond, unites with 
the water into a milky liquor called 
an emulfion : but on boiling them 
in water, the oil feparates and rifes 
to the furface; and if the moft 
perfedl emulfion be made to boil, a 
like reparation happens. 

This alfo appears to take place, 
though in a lefs evident manner, in 
boiling other fundry vegetables : 
thus tobacco , afarum , and ipecacu¬ 
anha, lofe their adiive powers by 
boiling; nor does it appear that 
this change is effedted merely by 
the difcharge of volatile parts, be- 
caufe it has been proved, that the 
diRilled water of ipecacuanha was 
infinitely lefs emetic than the infu- 
iion from which it was diftilled, 
and that the boiling liquor gradu¬ 
ally aflumes a black colour, indi¬ 
cating fome kind of decompofition 
of parts. And this probably takes 
place in all vegetables whatever; 
though from their not producing 
fueh evident effedts on the living 


body as afarum, ipecacuanha, and 
tobacco, they cannot be fo eafily 
difcovered. 

It is for the abovementioned rea- 
fons that we think many material 3 
fhould be infufed in cold water. 
This however is not always abf°- 
lutely neceflary, and in extemp 0 ' 
raneous pradtice may often b e 
inconvenient : we have howevef 
thought it proper to point out th e 
advantages to be expedted from this 
more tedious, but much more com¬ 
plete and elegant method. 
DECOCTUM CORNU CERVli 

formerly 

DECOCTUM ALBUM. 


The decottion of has tjhorn. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Calcined hartfhorn, prepared* 
two ounces; 

Gum Arabic, fix drams; 

Water, three pints. 

Boil them till only two pints re* 
main; and then ftrain olf the 
liquor, conftantly ft bring. 

This decodfion, though a much 
weaker abforbent than the mi/lw' a 
cretacea, is much more agreeable 
to moft people; and is ufed as con 1 ' 
mon drink in acute difeafes 'at¬ 
tended with a loofenefs, and where 
acrimonious ' humours abound 1,1 
the primae viae. The gum is added 
in order to render the liquor flight!/ 
glutinous, and thus enable it 
fuftain more of the calx; which 15 
the ingredient that the colour, bU 
probably not the virtue, of the me¬ 
dicine depends upon. Calcined 
hartfhorn has no quality from which 
it feems capable either of confh' ltl ~ 
ging and ftrengthening the veffels 
giving a greater degree of connh" 
ency to thin fluids, or obtunom^ 
acrimonious humours. It blunts an<^ 
abforbs acid juices; but acrim 011 / 
and acidity are very different • 
there are few (perhaps none of t0 
acute) diforders of adults attend^ 
with the latter j and few of iU * 
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ants are unaccompanied therewith. 
• ° Ule have propofed ftarch as an 
ingredient in thefe kinds of decoc- 
,OU8 .; a fmall quantity of this fofr, 
S^larinous, farinaceous fubdance 
. ® u 'd feem to be greatly prefer- 
ie to the earthy calx. It may be 
°bferved that the water is not en- 
a led by the boiling to diflolve any 
Part of the calx; and that in the 
. ec °diion, the earth is only diffufed 
! n fubfta nee through the water, as 
w ouid be by agitation. 
DECOCTUM ALTHfEfE. 

Becoclion of marjhmalhiv root. 

T Edinb, 
ake of 

^arfhmallow root, dried, four 


ounces; 

Raiftns of the fun, ftoned, two 
ounces; 

P y ater, feven pounds. 

°'t to five pounds; drain the li¬ 
quor; and when the feces have 
fettled, pour it off. 

^ his is intended chiefly as an 
. m °llient to be drunk of in nephri- 
j c paroxyfms; it foftens and re- 
axes the parts, frequently relieves 
‘f pain, and procures an eafy 
pafTage to the fabulous matters. 

^hcoctum JAPONICUM. 


-r, Japonic decoftion. 

P^ke of 

* he confedtio japonica (deferib- 
e d hereafter among the elec- 
tuaries) one ounce ; 

Common water, a pint and a 
half; 

^pirituous cinnamon water, 

. Vr up of meconium — each one 


£ ounce. 

51 the confeftion in the common 
} v ater, till the liquor, after ftrain- 
will 

amount to a pint ; to 
%v hich, while turbid, add the cin- 
^mon water and the fyrup. 
dra l t l eco< ^i° n is ufed, both in 
an ll §hts and in glyders, as an 
^ 0. yne and reftringent in fluxes. 
e quantity here preferibed con¬ 


tains two grains and a half of opi¬ 
um, exclufive of the fvrup, 

DEC OCT UM HORDE! COM- 
POSITUM; 

formerly 

DECOCTDM PECTOR ALE, 

Compound decoftion of barley. 

Land. 

Take of decodlion of 
Barley, two pints; 

Stoned raifins, 

Eh’gs, 11 iced — each two ounces ; 
Liquorice, cut and bruifed, half 
an ounce; 

Water, four pints. 

Boil to two pints, and drain. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Stoned raifins of the fun, 

Barley — each one ounce ; 

P'at figs, in number four ; 
Florentine orris root, 

Liquorice, 

Co.tsfoot flowers — each half an 
ounce; 

Water, fix pints. 

Boil the water with the raifins, bar¬ 
ley, and figs, till only four pints 
remain ; adding, towards the end, 
the other ingredients; then drain, 
out the liquor for ufe. 

Both thefe decodtions are ufeful 
foft pectorals ; and very agreeable 
to the palate, particularly the fird. 
They are good auxiliaries in Jharp 
defluxions on the breaft and lungs , and 
have fometimes done fervice by 
themfelves. They may be drunk 
at pleafure, and employed for the 
fame purpofes as the decoftum al- 
tluece. 

DECOCTUM HORDEI; 

formerly 

AQUA HORDEATAj 

Deco ft ion of barley. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Pearl barley, two ounces; 
Didilled water, four pints. 

Fird wadi the barley from the im¬ 
purities with cold water; then 
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boil it a little with about half a 
pint of frefh water. Throw 
away this; then add the dilliiled 
water boiling; and boil it again 
till half the water is wafted ; then 

ftrain.-The only difference 

betwixt this and that of the 
Edinburgh college, is the addi¬ 
tion of one pint more water, and 
not diftilled. 

This liquor is to be drunk free¬ 
ly, as a diluter, in fevers and other 
diforders. lienee it is of confe- 
quence that it fliould be prepared 
fo as to be as elegant and agree¬ 
able as poffible ; for this reafon, it 
was inferted in the Pharmaco¬ 
poeia, and the feveral circum- 
ftancer which contribute to its ele¬ 
gance let down; if any one of 
them be omitted, the beverage 
will be lefs grateful. However 
trivial medicines of this clafs may 
appear to be, they are of greater 
importance, in the cure of acute 
difeafes, than many more laborious 
preparations. 

DECOCTUM LIGNORUM. 

Decoblion of the zvoeds. / 
Ediub, 

Take of 

Guaiacum faw-duft,three ounces; 
Raifins of the fun, floned, two 
ounces ; 

Saffafras wood, fliaved, 
Liquorice, lliced — each an 
ounce; 

Water, ten pounds. 

Boil the guaiacum and raifins with 
the water over a geptle fire to 
the confumption of one half; 
adding, towards the end, the 
fafiafras and liquorice. Strain 
out the liquor, and, having fuf- 
rered it to reft for forne time, 
pour off the clear from the fe¬ 
ces. 

This decoftion is very well con¬ 
trived, and, if its ufe be duly con¬ 
tinued, will do great fervice in 
fome cutaneous difeafes } foulnefs of 


the blood and juices , and fome diforders 
of the breaji ; particularly in cold 
phlegmatic habits. It may be takr- 
en by itfeif, in the quantity of a 
quarter of a pint, two or* three 
times a day, or ufed as an afliftant 
in a courfe of mercurial or anti- 
monial alteratives; the patient i» 
either cafe keeping warm, in order 
to promote the operation of the 
medicine. 

Decoctum antihectictjm. 

AntiheSlic dccoflion. 

Take of 

Com fry root, 

Eryngo root, each half an ounce? 
Conferve of rofes, two ounces; 
Dulcified fpirit of vitriol, forty 
drops; 

Water, three pints. 

Boil the water with the roots and 
the conferve, till one pint is 
- waited ; then ftrain off the re¬ 
maining liquor, and add to it 
the dulcified fpirit. 

This deco£lion is ufually given 

in he flic cafes , where thin acrimonious 
humours abound, , ,and in beginning con - 
fumptions. The dofe is a quarter of 
a pint, to be taken two or three 
times a day. 

Decoctum antifebrile. 

Antifebrile decob}ion. 

Take of 

Virginian fnake-root, bruited, 
Peruvian bark, in powder— each 
three drams; 

Water, one pint. 

Boil them to half a pint; and hav- 
ing ftrained ©ff the liquor, mi* 
with it, of 

Spirituous cinnamon water, z n 
ounce and a half; 

Syrup of clove july-fiowers, two 
drams. 

In the putrid malignant fever* 
arifing from foul air in crowded 
hofpitals and jails, this medicin e 
has been given with remarkably 
fuccefs. In the low ftate of th lS 
dangerous difeafe, when the ptdfe 
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s fore quick, begins to fink, the 
™P 0r to increafe, and petechia? to 
a Ppear; it promifes to be 1 very 
Weful remedy for fupporting the 
Vl *vit<g f promoting a critical dia- 
phorefis, and correcting the putrid 
Autnours. Four fpoonfuls of the 
^ e CoCtion are to be taken every 
0 Ur or fix hours ; and moderate 
quantities of wine or cordial bo- 
ll ‘ es > with volatile falts, interpofed 
■ at proper intervals. 

Decoctum febrifugum. 

A febrifuge decoction. 

•Take of 

Camomile flowers, dried, two 


ounces ; 

Kali prepared, two drams; 
p J 9 ater, three pints. 

°u the water with the camomile 
flowers, till one pint of the li- 
Puor be wafted; then ftrain out 
bhe remaining decoCtion, and dif- 
folve in it the alkaline fait. 

In a thick vifc'id fete of the blood 
juices, and obfruBlons of the. ab- 
* final vifeera, a quarter of a pint 
the decoCtion, taken three or 
°ur times a day, has fomerimes 
ernoved intermittent fevers, after 
. ‘ e Peruvian bark had been tried 
a p Va j n * .It nearly fimilar to the 
r l \ a Pne and diuretic infufions de- 
• 1Cr foed above. 


Apozema aperiens. 

q, , Aperient apozem. 

Phubarb, 

gadder—each three drams; 
two drams ; 
p W ater, three pints. 

■ °i tflem together for an hour, 
Sa d having {trained out the de- 
uuftion, add to it three ounces 
q,, fymp of ginger. 
sj uis promifes to be a very power- 
0 r a ^ a lent an d attenuating medicine , 
great fervice in iclerical and hy- 

r, y ic Ca ff s ‘ The dofe is three 

which 

tllr ‘ce a day. 


may be repeated 


DeCOCTUM ASTR INGESTS. 
Ajlringent decoction. 

Take of 

Tormentil root, one ounce; 
Cinnamon, three drams; 
Pomegranate peel, 

Plantane leaves — each half an 
ounce ; 

Syrup of dry rofe-s, one ounce ; 
Water, three pints. 

Boil the water with the tormentil, 
granate peel, and plantane, till 
one pint be wafted, adding the 
cinnamon towards the end : then 
ftrain off the decoction, and mix 
with it ihe fyrup. 

The title of this preparation fuf- 
ficietitlv expreffes its virtues. The 
dofe, in fluxes where the morbid 
matter has been evacuated, apd 
aftringency is the only indication, 
is from one to four ounces, three or 
four times a day. 

Decoctcm kardanze. 
Decoftion of burdock. 

Take of 

Burdock roots, two ounces; 
Yitriolated tartar, one dram"; 
Water, three pints. 

Boil the water with the roots, fo 
long, that the liquor, when 
{trained, may amount only to 
a quart; to which add the vitri- 
olated tartar. 

Tiiis deco£tion is drunk to the 
quantity of a pint a day, as a mild 
aperient, diuretic , and fvoectener , in 
Jcorbutic and rheumatic complaints. 
Decoctum atoxyli Jlu 

Campechense. 

Dccoflion of logwood. 

Take of 

Shavings of logwood, three 
ounces; 

Cinnamon, two drams; 

Water, four pints. 

Boil the water with the logwood 
till half the liquor be wafted, add¬ 
ing {he cinnamon towards the 
end of the boiling ; then ft rail? 
out the deco&iou for ufe. 
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This is an agreeable mild re- 
Jlringent , in diarrhoeas and other 
Jinxes , where ilronger aftringents 
would be improper or unfafe. It 
is given in the liofpitals in dotes of 
a quarter of a pint, three or four 
times a day. It generally tinges 
the (tools red, which has occafion- 
ed fome to be alarmed, as if the 
colour proceeded from a difeharge 
of blood. The patient therefore is 
to be cautioned againft any fur- 
prize on that account. 

Decoctum diureticum. 

Diuretic decoction. 

Take of i. 

Parfley or fennel roots, one 
ounce: 

Wild carrot feeds, three drams; 
Pellitory of the wall, half an 
ounce; 

Raitins, two ounces; 

Nitre, one dram ; 

Water, three pints. 

Boil the water with the roots, feeds, 
pellitory, and raifins, fo long, 
that there may be only two pints 
of liquor after (training; in 
which diilblve the nitre. 

Take of 2. 

Grafs roots, two ounces ; 

Sorrel or wood-forrel leaves, 
one handful; 

Tamarinds, one ounce and a 
half; 

Nitre, two drams; 

Barley-water, three pints. 

Boil the roots in the barley-water, 
till one pint of the liquor be 
wafted, adding towards the end 
the forrel, tamarinds, and nitre : 
then (train out the apozemfor ufe. 
Take of 3. 

Marfhmallow roots, frefh, one 
pound ; 

Fennel roots, half a pound ; 
Nitre, half an ounce; 

Water, ope gallon. 

Boil the water with the roots, till 
one-fourth of the liquor be waft¬ 
ed; then (train oft the remain¬ 


ing decoeftion, and diftolve in it 
the nitre. ' 

Thefe cooling aperient liquors 
are ufed, like the nephritic decoc¬ 
tion already deferibed, as common 
drink for promoting urine in nephritic 
difeafes. They may be taken with 
fafety, and often with good effect, 
in inflammatory cafes, where the 
hot ftimulating diuretics would be 
manifeftly prejudicial. 

Dec OCTUM CINCHONA. 

Decochon of Peruvian bark . 
Lond. 

Take of 

Peruvian bark, in powder, one 
ounce; 

Water, one pint'and three 
ounces. 

Boil them together for ten minutes 
in a covered velfel, .and (train 
the liquor whiift hot. 

The propriety of boiling the bark 
in a clofe veflel, and for fo fnort a 
time, to thofe who have obferved 
the peculiar odour exhaled, added 
to what Beaume has faid of its de- 
compofition and deftru&ion by 
long boiling, will appear evi¬ 
dent. 

This decoftion fliould be pafled 
only through a coarfe (trainer, and 
drunk whiift turbid : if fufFered to 
ftand till clear, the more efficacious 
parts of the bark will fubfide. We 
have formerly obferved, that the 
virtues of this drug conflft chiefl/ 
in its reftnous fubftance, wdiich, 
though it may be totally melted 
out by the heat of boiling water, 
remains only partially fufpended in 
that menftruum. 

DECOCTUM GEOFFRAA. 

Decoclion of the' cabbage-bark- 
tree. 

Edin. 

DECOCTUM MEZEREI. 

Decoflion of fpurge olive. 

Edin. 

See Geoffrea;a and Mezere^Mj 

in the Materia Medica. 
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decoctum hellebori 

ALBI. 

Decoffion of white hellebore . 
Lond. 

Take of 

White hellebore, powdered, one 
ounce; 

Tilfilled water, two pints ; 
Redlified fpirit of wine, two 
ounces by weight. 

°h the hellebore in the water to a 
P'nt; and when the liquor is cold 
^nd {trained, add the fpirit. 
in defcedatioiis of the fdn, particu- 
arly the tinea capitis , it is con- 
ffiered an efficacious remedy ; but 
' v here the incru(rations are entire- 
) removed, leaving a tender ikin, 
^he (olution fhould be diluted. 

lecoctum sarsaparil¬ 
la. 

Decaff ion of farfaparilla. 

^ Lond. 

■* ake of 

Sarfapariira, diced, (ix ounces; 
Diftiiled water, eight pints. 
Macerate the farfaparilla with 
a heat of about 195 0 ; then take it 
° llt and bruife it, and again mace- 
<-p Ce in the liquor for two hours. 

hen. boil the liquor to four pints, 
P rel 's it out, and (train. 

_Ey this procefs the medical pow- 
^ ls of the farfaparilla are fully ex- 
J‘| l<c led: for which fee Materia 
^dica, article Sarsaparilla ; 
its diaphoretic eifedt is fa id 
j s h g pbtained more readily when it 
e xhibited inform of decodtion, 
,^ a! t Under any other. When given 
rv T enerej ^ complaints after mere 11- 
has failed, two pints, in divided 
*C5, has been given every twen- 
^;h>ur hours. 

-UECOCTUM SARSAPARIL- 

la compositum. 

impound decoffion of farfaparilla. 

*r< , Lond. 

1 ake of 

farfaparilla, cut and bruifed, fix 
ounces ; 

*** of fafiafras root, 


Shavings of guaiacum, 
Liquorice, bruifed — each one 
ounce ; 

Bark of the root of mezereon, 
three drams; 

Diftilled water, ten pints. 
Macerate with a gentle heat for fix 
hours, then boil down to five 
pints, and towards the end of the 
boiling add the bark of the root of 
mezereon ; and drain the liquor. 
This decodtion is given from 
four to eight ounces four times 
a day, in venereal nodes, 8 c c. See 
Materia Medica, article Meze- 
eei radices Cortex. — A medi¬ 
cine which had a confiderable fale 
under the name of the Lifbon Diet- 
Drink, is faid to be a decodtion of 
three ounces of farfaparilla, half 
an ounce of mezereon, and two 
ounces of crude antimony, with 
liquorice, &c. boiled in ten pints 
to five of water. The efficacy of 
this medicine chiefly, it is fuppofed, 
depends upon the mezereon ; and 
it is thought every advantage may 
be obtained from a Ample decodtion 
of guaiacum, bardana, or aithsea, 
impregnated in the manner above 
defcribed with the mezereon. 

Decoctum senekze. 

Decoffion of feneka. 

Take of 

Seneka,' rattle-fnake root, one 
ounce; 

Water, two pounds. 

Boil to one pound, and ftrain. 

The virtues of this decodtion will 
be eafily underflood by thofe of the 
root from which it is prepared. See 
Materia Medica, article Sene¬ 
ka. The dofe, in. hydropic cafes , 
and rheumatic or arthritic complaints , 
is two ounces, to be repeated three 
or four times a day, according to 
its effedt. 

Decoctum Catechu terr.e 
Japonicze. 

Decoffion of Japan earth. 

Take of 

Japan earth, two drams; 
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Spirituous cinnamon water, 
Syrup of quinces—each two 
ounces-} 

Common water, one pint. 

Boil the common water with the 
Japan earth, till about one-fourth 
of the liquor be wafted ; then 
fuller the decoeftion to fettle, and 
having poured off the clear part, 
add to it the fpirituous water and 
the fyrup. 

This decoiftion is a very agree¬ 
able and ufeful medicine in f axes 
that are not critical or Jymptomatic , 
and in a weak lax jlate of the in- 
teflines. A fpoonful or two may 
be taken every hour, oroftener: 
thus managed, it produces much 
better effects than if jarger doles be 
given at once. 

DECOCTUM PRO FOMENTO, 

formerly 

FOTUS COMMUNIS. 
Decofiion for fomentations. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Abrotanum leaves. 

Sea wormwood tops, 

Camomile flowers—each, dried, 
one ounce; 

Bay leaves, dried, half an ounce ; 

, Water, fix pints. 

Boil them a little, and flrain. 

It is left to the choice of the 
apothecary to take either the male 
or female abrotanum y that is fouthern- 
vvoo.d, or lavender-cotton : which, 
though differing from one another 
in i'ome refpe&s, may be looked 
upon as fimilar with regard to the 
purpofes for which this compofidon 
is intended : nor indeed can either 
of them give much affiftanoe to 
camomile flowers and wormwood. 
The ufe of this decodtion is ex- 
prefFed in its titie. Spirit of wine, 
v/hi' h is commonly added in fo¬ 
mentations, is h ft to be directed by 
the prefcriber, in fuck quantity as 
particular cafes nvav require. 
DECOCTUM COMMUNE nro 
CIASTERE. 


The common deco ft Ion for glyflcrs. 
Lond, 

Take of 

Mallow leaves, dried, one ounce; 
Camomile flowers, dried, 

Sweet fennel feeds — each half' 
an ounce; 

Water, one pint. 

Boil them together, and ftrain out 
the decodtiou for ufe. 

The title of this decoeftion fuf- 
ficiently expreffes its ufe, as the 
bafis of glyfters. The ingredients 
Ihould be very lightly boiled, at 
lea ft the camomile flowers and fen¬ 
nel feeds not put in till towards the 
end, a part of the virtue of thele 
being foon loft by boiling. 

The Deccftum pro ensmate of the 
prefent London Pharmacopoeia o- 
rnits the fennel feeds. 
DECOCTUM CHAMCEMELlj 
vulgo 

DECOCTUM COMMUNE. 

Deco ft ion of camomile. 

Ed ink. 

Take of 

Camomile flowers, one ounce; 
Coriander feed, half an ounce; 
Water, two quarts. 

Make them juft boil, and then 
ftrain out the liquor. The vir¬ 
tues of the ingredients may be 
fufticiently extiacfred alfo, by in¬ 
filling them for fome hours 
the bpiling water. 

This deception is intended to an- 
fwer the purpofes of both the fore¬ 
going. It is lefs loaded with the 
ingredients than either, but not 
perhaps for that reafon the lel$ 
ufeful* 

DECOCTUM ULMI. 

Decoflion of elm. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Ere Hi elm, the inner bark, bruis¬ 
ed, four ounces, 

Diftilled water, four pints. 

Boil to two pints, and ftrain. 

This isgiven, in cutaneous erup' 

tions, in dofes of from four tP 
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ei §bt ounces twice a day. For its 
n |edical virtues, • in other com- 
F^dnts alfo, fee Materia Medi- 

Ca ? article Ulmi Cortex inte¬ 
rior. 

Fotus anodynes. 

^ Anodyne fomentation. 

r ake of 

Carden poppy heads, one ounce ; 
F-hler flowers, half an ounce ; 
Water, three pints. 

them till one pint be walled, 
au d then drain out the liquor 
*or ufe. 

1 his fomentation is preferibed 
° r tumefied and inflamed parts, to 
J? at e the inflammation and pain. 
Whether the opiate matter in the 
P°ppy heads contribute much to 
0ls intention, may be queftioned ; 
as the eft’efls of the com petition 
be attributed perhaps more to 
j . warm fluid foftening and re- 
axing the Ikin, than to the parti- 
Cu ‘ ar qualities of the matters with 
"'bich it is impregnated. 

Fo TUS AROMATICUS. 

^ Aromatic fomentation. 

P ake of 
Cloves, 

Mace — each one dram; 

Red wine, one pint. 

°’.l them a little, and drain off the 
liquor. 

This preparation is intended not 
J ni y as a mere topical application 
°. r external complaints, but like- 
* 1C for relieving the internal parts. 
le pains of the hove els which accom~ 

pany ( Jy f cnta 

'its and diarrhoeas, fi.atu- 
cnt colics, uneafinefs at the fiomach, 
a ad teachings to vomit, are frequent- 
> abated by fomenting the abdo- 
|j lfcn an d region of the domach with 
warm liquor. 

Fotus roborans. 
Strengthening fomentation. 

Fake of 

Cak bark, one ounce ; 

fanate peel, half an ounce; 
A * u m, two drams; 


Smith’s forge water (that is, wa¬ 
ter in which red-hot iron has 
been feveral times quenched) 
three pints. 

Boil the water, with the oak bark 
and granate peel, to the con- 
fumption of one-third ; then 
drain the remaining decoclion, 
and diflolve in it the alum. 

This is a drong adringent liquor, 
in which intention it is directed 
both as a fomentation for ftrengthen- 
ing relaxed parts , and as an injection, 
in the fiuor albus. 

'jus vipertnum. 

Viper-broth. 

Take the middle-fized viper, freed 
from the head, fkin, arid intef- 
tines; and two pints of water. 
Boil them to a pint and a hair; 
then remove the veflel from the 
fire, and, when the liquor is 
grown cold, let the fat, which 
congeals upon the furface, if the 
viper was frefli, be taken off. 
Into this broth, whild warm, put 
a pullet of a moderate fize, drawn 
and freed from the fkin and all 
the fat, but with the flefh intire. 
Set the veflel on the fire again, 
that the liquor may boil; then 
remove it from the fire, take out 
the chicken, and immediately 
chop its field into little pieces : 
put thefe into the liquor again, 
fet it over the fire, and as foon 
as it boils up, pour out the broth, 
fird carefully taking off the feum. 
Here all the ci'rcumftances fub- 
fervient to the perfe&ion of the 
broth} are carefully fet down : and 
even plain chicken-broth, for the ufe of 
the Jick , ought to be made in a fimilat: 
manner. 

This feems to be one of the bed 
preparations of the viper; all the 
benefit that can be expended from 
that animal being by this means 
there obtained. It is very nutritious 
and 'rejlordtive food: continued for 
a length of time, it has fometimesK 
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done fervice in, leprous and other ob- 
Jiinate cutaneous dijeafes. The dried 
fiefh of the vipers, brought from 
abroad, is not at all fuperior to the 
frefh vipers of our own country. 
The wines and tindfure of the ani¬ 
mal, probably, have little virtue. 
The volatile fait, however ftrong- 
3y recommended by fome, does 
not appear to differ from that 
producible from every animal fub- 
fiance. 

MUCILAGO AMYLI. 

Mucilage of Starch. 

Loud. Edinb. 

Take of 

Starch, three drams; 

Diftilled water, one pint. 

Rub the flarch, by degrees adding 
the diftilled water, and then boil 
a little. The college of Edin¬ 
burgh order four drains of flarch 
to a pint. 

MUCILAGO GUMMI ARA- 
BICI. 

Mucilage of gum. arabic. 

Rond. 

Take of 

Gum arabic, four ounces ; 
Boiling diftilled water, eight 
ounces by meafure. 

Pvtib the gum with the water until 
it is dilfolved. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Gum arabic, in powder ; 

Boiling water-each equal 

weights. 

Digeft, and frequently flir them, till 
the gum is dilfolved ; then ftrain 
it through linen to clear it from 
impurities. 

This mucilage is very ufeful in 
many operations in pharmacy, par¬ 
ticularly for uniting oleaginous and 
aqueous fubltances together. It is 
all'o g good demulcent, and may be 
given largely where fuch remedies 
are wanted. 

MUCILAGO GUMMI TRAG- 
ACANTHiE. 

Mucilage of gum tragacanth. 


Lond . 

Take of 

Tragacanth, powdered, half an 
ounce; 

Diftilled water, ten ounces. 
Macerate' with a gentle heat until 
the tragacanth is dilfolved. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Gum tragacanth, powdered, one 
ounce. 

Boiling water, eight ounces. 
Macerate for twenty-four hours; 
then mix, diligently rubbing 
them that the gum may be dil- 
folved, and prefs the mucilage 
through a linen cloth. 

The preference is given to this 
mucilage in the formation of tro¬ 
ches, and lucli like preparations, 
becaufe the gum is more adhefive 
than the bales of the foregoing mu¬ 
cilages; and it is alfo preferable to 
them where much tenacity is re¬ 
quired, as in the fufpenlion of 
mercury and other ponderous bo¬ 
dies. 

MUCILAGO SEMINUM CY- 
DONII MALL 

Mucilage of quince feeds. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Quince feeds, one dram ; 

Water, eight ounces by meafure. 
Boil them over a flow fire for ten mi¬ 
nutes; then ftrain through linen. 
This is a pleafant foft mucilage, 
of a fomewhat fweetifli tafte, and 
a fight agreeable fmell: in thefe 
refpefls, and in its eafy folubility 
in water, it differs from the muci¬ 
lage of gum tragacanth, to which 
fome have fuppofed it ftmilar. It 
has another difference, to its difad- 
vantage, being apt to grgw mouldy 
in keeping. 

GELATINA CORNU CERVI. 
Jelly of hartfiorn. 

Take of 

Hartihorn {havings, half a pound; 
Water, three quarts; 

White fugar, fix ounces; 
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Mountain wine, a quarter of a 
pint; 

Grange (or lemon) juice, one 
_ ounce. 

■°°ii the hartfhorn with the water 
b y a gentle heat in a glazed 


earthen veffel, till two parts are 
wafted ; ftrain out the remaining 
liquor, add to it the other ingre¬ 
dients, and boil the whole over a 
gentle fire to the confifteuce of 
a foft jelly. 


SECT. n. 


Wheys. 


frefh, 


Serum solutivum. 

T Laxative whey. 

AKE of 

Damafk rofe buds, 
one ounce; 

Whey, two pints, 
bteep them together for a night, and 
then ftrain out the whey for ufe. 
Whey, thus impregnated with 
*be virtues of the damafk rofe, ope- 
r °-tes very gently by Jlool, and for 
f his purpofe is held by fome in 
g r eat efteem. Its action may be 
Quickened, and its tafle rendered 
ai0r e agreeable, by the addition of 
a fuifable proportion of cry dais of 
tartar. 

Serum sinapeos. 

Mujlard whey. 

LRke of 

Muftard feed, bruifed, three 
fpoonfuls; 

Cows milk, two pints. 
et the milk over the fire to boil, 
and add to it the muftard feed ; 
that a curd may lie formed, 
from which the whey is to be 
^fully feparated. 

, b'bis is notan inelegant form for 
exhibition of muftard feed ; its 
Pungency, and medicinal virtues 
e pending thereon, being in great 
feature communicated to the 
whev 


SERUM ALUM I NO S LEM. 

Alum whey. 

Land. 

Take of 

Cows milk, one pint; 

Alum, in powder, two drams. 
Boil them till the milk be curdled, 
and then carefully feparate the 
whey. 

This medicine is a ftrong,though 
not very grateful, ajhingent. It "is 
gi v e n in i m moderate it ferine f.u res, 
and fometimes in the diabetes, in 
which laft intention it is recom¬ 
mended by Dr. Mead. The dofe 
is a quarter of a pint three or four 
times a clay. It has been recom¬ 
mended alfo in intermittent fevers, 
the quantity above preferibed to 
be taken before the approach of a 
fit, divided into different dofes: 
but, in this diforder, great caution 
is requifite in the ufe of fo ftrong 
an aftiingent. 

SERUM SCORBUTICUM. 

Scorbutic whey. 

Loud. 

Take of 

Cows milk, one pint; 

Scorbutic juices, a quarter of a 
pint. 

Boil them till the milk is curdled, 
and then carefully feparate the 
whey. 
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This whey may be ufed as com- ought to be taken every day, if any 
mon drink in fcorbutic cafes-, the confiderabie eifeft be expedted from 
quantity above directed, at leaft, it. 


SECT. III. 

Vinegars. 


V INEGAR extrafts the virtues, 
of feverai medicinal lubftances 
in tolerable perfection; but at the 
fame time its acidity makes a nota¬ 
ble alteration in them, or fuperatlds 
virtue of a different kind; and 
hence it is more rarely employed 
in this intention, than purely aque¬ 
ous or fpirituous menftrua. Some 
drugs, however, vinegar, for par¬ 
ticular purpofes, excellently affifts, 
or coincides with, as fquills, gar- 
lick, ammoniacum, and others : 
and, in many cafes where this acid 
is itfelf principally depended on, it 
may be advantageoufly impregnat¬ 
ed with the flavour of certain ve¬ 
getables ; moll of the odoriferous 
Sowers impart to it their fragrance, 
together with a fine purplifh or 
red colour ; violets, for infhmce, if 
frefit parcels of them be infufed in 
vinegar in the cold for a little 
time, communicate to the liquor a 
pleafant flavour, and deep purplifh 
ted colour. Vinegar, like other 
acids, added to watery infufions or 
decodions, generally precipitates a 
part of what the water had dif- 
folved. 

AXETUM eOLCHICL 
Vinegar of colckicum , or mea- 
dcw-fajfron . 

Take of 

The recent root of colchicum, 
cut Into dices, one ounce ; 
"Vinegar, one pound. 

Macerate with a gentle heat for 


two days ; then, after flight ex- 
prefiion, drain. 

This is feidom kept in the fliops, 
and only prepared in common for 
forming the fvrup or oxymel which 
bear its name ; though we fhould 
fuppofe that in this form it might 
be emploved with advantage. 

ACETUM ROSACEUM. 

Vinegar of Rofes. 

Take of 

Red rofes dried, one pound ; 
Strong vinegar, one gallon. 
Expofe them to the fun in a cfoftf 
veflel, for forty days; and then 
flrain off the liquor. 

This is fcarce othervvife made 
ufe of than for embrocating the 
head and temples in fome kinds of 
head-ach, Sec. in which it has now 
and then been of fervice.— It has 
alfo been ufed in certain cafes of 
ophthalmia ; but, in general, it re¬ 
quires dilution before application 
to that delicate organ. 

ACETUM SCILLAE. 

Vinegar of fquills . 

Loud. 

Take of 

Frefli dried fquills, one pound; 
Vinegar, fix pints; 

Proof fpirit of wine, half a pint- 
Macerate the fquills in the vinegar 
with a gentle heat, in a glafs vel- 
fel, for four and twenty hours; 
prefs out the liquor, and fet it 
,by till the feces have fubTided ; 
then pour it off, and add fpirit. 
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Vinegars 


It fhoufcl fcem mod convenient 
add the fpirit before the vinegar 
ls decanted; for by thefe means, 
f he purification is accelerated and 
rendered more perfect, and the li- 
S Uor prevented from growing foul 
a fecond time, which it is apt to da 
tipoa the a ft u (Ion of the fpirit, how¬ 
e'er carefully it may have been de¬ 
purated before. 

^ Edinb. 

Cake of 

The root of dried fquills, two 
ounces; 

Diftilled vinegar, two pounds 
and a half; 

Rectified fpirit of wine, three 
ounces. 

^lacerate the fquills with the vine¬ 
gar eight days, and exprefs the 
v inegar, to which add the fpirit; 
a nd when the feces are fubflded, 
Pour off the liquor. 

. Tinegar of fquills is a medi- 
f tlle of great antiquity. We find 
a treatife attributed to Galen, 
j account of its preparation, and 
J many particular virtues then 
Cr ibed to it. It is a very -powerful 
"j' ,l ulant^ aperient , and attenuant of 
'' l °"cious juices: and hence is fre¬ 
ely ufed, with fuccefs, in dif- 
> r ers of the breafl occafoned by a 
ftot - ™fcid phlegm ; for pro- 

"pf' 2 S urine in hydropic cafes , Sec. 

me ^ c * ne is from 
djj a>n to half an ounce : where cru- 
abound in the firjl pnjfages, it 
- ‘ v be given at firlh in a larger 


dof'e. 


evacuate them by vomit. 
jq 0 ^ S rn °ft conveniently exhibited 
q '§ with cinnamon or other 
Prp^^ 6 aro,T >atic waters, which 
\ V jf Vent the naufea it would other- 
° c cafi eVen *** dofes, be apt to 

a h‘ 

CJi TU:vl PROPHYL ACTICUM. 

Et ophylaftic vinegar. 

Td Paris , 

4 ake of 

p r 

tops of common worm¬ 
wood. 


Roman wormwood, 

Rofemary, 

Sage, 

Mint, 

Rue—each one ounce and a half; 
Lavender flowers, dried, two 
ounces; 

Garlick, 

Calamus aromaticus, 

Cinnamon, 

Cloves, 

Nutmegs—each two drams ; 
Strong vinegar, eight pints. 

Di.geft them, by the heat of the 
fun or a fand-bath, in a matrafs 
clofely ftopt, for twelve days; 
then ftrongly prefs out and ftraia 
the liquor; and having after¬ 
wards filtered it, add • half an 
ounce of camphor diffolved in 
fpirit of wine. 

This compofition is defigned, as 
its title exprelfes, for an amipefti- 
lential. It is faid that during the 
plague at Marfeilles four perfons, 
by the ufe of this prefervative, at¬ 
tended, unhurt, multitudes of thofe 
who were infedted ; that under 
colour of thofe fervices they rob¬ 
bed both the fick and the dead ; 
and that one of them being after¬ 
wards apprehended, faved himfelf 
from the gallows by di[covering 
the remedy. The preparation is 
hence called Vinaigre dss quatre 
vdeurs , the vinegar of the four 
thieves. It is not to be doubted, 
that vinegar impregnated with an- 
tifeptic vegetables, will contribute 
greatly to prevent the effects of 
contagious air. 

The following will anfwer all 
the purpofes of this compofition, 
and is much more elegant. 

ACETUM AR OM,ATICUM. 

Aromatic vinegar. 

Take the tops of rofemary, 

Leaves of lage,—of each four 
ounces; 

Flowers of lavender, two ounces; 
Cloves, two drams;- 
Vinegar, eight pounds. 
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Macerate for fotir hours, exprefs 
the liquor, and flrain it. 
ACETUM THERIACALE. 

Treacle-vinegar . 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Edinburgh theriaca, defcribed 
hereafter among the electuaries, 
one pound ; 

Strong vinegar, four pints. 
Digelt them together, in a very 
gentle heat for three days ; and 
then {train out the vinegar for ufe. 
This medicine has been greatly 
celebrated in acute and contagious 
difeafes, as a fudorific and alexi- 
pharmic. Some have c ho fen to 
employ the vinegar as a vehicle, 
rather than as a menftruum, for the 
theriaca ; in either cafe, it is in- 
difputablv, for fundry purpofes, an 
tifeful addition. To half an ounce 
by meafure of the compofition 
here prefcribed, there goes forne- 
what more than half a grain of 
opium ; though it does not appear 
that the medicine has all the effect 
which might be expe&ed from that 
article. 


ACETUM LITHARGYRITIS. 

Vinegar of litharge. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Litharge, triturated, halfapound; 
Strong vinegar, two pounds. 
Digeft them together, frequently 
liirring the mixture with-a wood¬ 
en rod, till the colour of blue 
be not changed by the vinegar; 
preferve for ufe the clear liquor 
which is above the fediment. 
This liquor is of the fame nature 
with folutions of Cerujfa acetaia , of 
which herealter. It is only ufed 
externally, as a cofmetic, again# 
cutaneous eruptions, rednefs, in - 
flammations, &c. But even here 
it is thought to be not void of dan¬ 
ger; and it has been alleged that 
there are examples of its continued 
ufe having occafioned fundry id 
confequences. Of this, however? 
there fee ms to be much doubt; 
the London college have received 
a fimilar compofition, differing 
only in the proportions, into their 
Pharmacopoeia. 


SECT. IV. 

Medicated Wines. 


T HE original intention of me¬ 
dicated wines was, that me¬ 
dicines, which were to be conti¬ 
nued for a length of time, might 
be taken in the moll familiar and 
agreeable form ; by thefe means, a 
courfe of remedies was complied 
with, notwithftand-ing the repug¬ 
nance and averfion which the lick 
often manifeft to thofe directly 
furnifiled from the fliops: and 
hence the inferior fort of people 
had their medicated ales, Never- 


thelefs, as vinous liquors cx'C c “' 
lently extract the virtues of fevei 
fimples, and are not ill fitted 
keeping, they have been empl°>^ 
as officinal menftrua alfo, and 
fiances of the greatefl efficacy 31 __ 
trufted in this form. As c0 * r ? e 
pounds of water and inflanima 
fpirit, they take up fuch parts 
vegetables and animals as are ^ 
ble in thofe liquors; though 
of them abound at the fame 1:1 u ^ s 
with a mucilaginous or vilc° 
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J^bdance, which renders them lefs 
■ e ctual menftrua than purer mix- 
a ‘ es of water and fpirit. They 
vu!-tain likfwife a febrile acid, 
^ . b fomewhat further obftrufts 
eir adion on .certain vegetable 
jj a p uial matters, but enables 
t o e }!\} n proportion to its quantity, 
» ■,. °lv.e fome bodies of the me- 
, ilc kind, and thus impregnate 
v , e oifelves with the corroborating 
e lrt «es of tteel, the alterative and 
j, 1 e f ;ic powers of antimony, and the 
^xiou s qualities of lead. 

° all the medicated wines, after 
! e y have been drained, you may 
aa d about one-twentieth of their 
Quantity of proof fpirit, to pre- 
J; l ' Ve them from fermentation. 
. ,ie y may be conveniently kept 
the fame kind of glafs bottles 
wine's generally are for 
c ®mmou ufes, which fliould like- 
^ lie be corked with the fame care. 
VINUM ALOES. 

Wine of aloes. 

Tai Land. 

* a ke of 

Q 

ocotorine aloes, eight ounces ; 
g hit e canella, two ounces; 
jP^nilh white wine, fix pints ; 

J> 0 1 . 0 °1 fpirit of wine, two pints. 
er the aloes and canella fe- 
o a rately • mix them, and pour 
1 l he wine ; digeft for fourteen 
th' S> n °' v and then ftiaking 
> and afterwards drain. It 
c j e be proper to mix a little 
<j er an u 'hite fand with the pow- 
a j o ’ 1° prevent the moidened 
V>V rorn kicking together. 
v J N UM' ALGETICU M ; 

>-p Tx vulva 

^.^ctura sacra. 

Cl ‘ L wine, or Sacred tintlure. 
’I’ake of Edin. 

Socq). • 

L e , T : 0rine a l°es, one ounce ; 
Qj CI Car darnom feeds, 

Ul ger. ’ 


^ided? 1 vv jbte wine, two pounds. 
°i feven days, ftirring it 


each one dram ; 


nowand then ; afterwards drain* 
Both thefe have been long in 
ufe, not only as cathartics for 
cleanfing the primes via; in dofes,, 
from fix drams to an ounce and an 
half, or more, in languid phleg¬ 
matic habits; but for dimulating 
the iolids, warming the habit, pro¬ 
moting the catamenia and hsemor- 
rhoidal flux ; and by giving them 
in fmall dofes at proper intervals, 
they produce excellent effects as 
alterants ; proving at length pur¬ 
gative, and relieving codivenefs 
for a longer continuance than any 
other medicine. 

VINUM AMARUM, 

five 

GENTIANCOMPOSITUM, 

Bitter wine. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Gentian root, half an ounce ; 
Peruvian bark, one ounce ; 
Seville orange-peel, dried, two 
drams; 

Canella alba, one dram ; 

Proof fpirit, four ounces ; 
Spanifll white vyine, two pounds 
and a half. 

Fird pour on the fpirit, and after 
twenty-four hours add the wine; 
then macerate for three days, 
and drain. 

This is a-very ufeful and elegant 
domachic medicine, as the Wine is 
fully capable of ext rafting all the 
virtues of the different ingredients. 
VINUM ANTIMONIALE. 

Antimonial Wine. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Vitrified antimony, powdered, 
one ounce; 

Spaniflr white wine, a pint and 
a half. 

Digeft for twelve days, frequently 
draining the wine through paper. 
Edinb. 

Take of 

Glafs of antimony, powdered- 
one ounce; 

X a 
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Spanifli white wine, fifteen 
ounces. 

Macerate for three days, ftirring 
them now and then; and after¬ 
wards (train the liquor through 
paper. 

However carefully the fettling 
and decantation be performed, the 
filtration of the wine through pa» 
per appears to be necefi'ary, left 
fome of the finer parts of the glafs 
fhould chance to remain fufpended 
in fubfiance. It is not here, as in 
mod other wines and tinctures, 
where the matter left undiffolved by 
the menftruum is of little confe- 
quence : the antimonial glafs, after 
the aft’on of the wine, continues as 
virulent as ever, and capable of im- 
.pregnating (refit parcels of the li¬ 
quor as ftrongly as the firft, and 
tnis_, in appearance, inexhanitibly ; 
yet, after thirty repeated infufions, 
it has been found fcarce fenfibly di- 
minifiied in weight. 

The antimonial wine po defies 
the whole virtues of that mineral, 
and may be fo doled and managed, 
as to perform all that can be ef¬ 
fected by any antimonial prepara¬ 
tion : with this advantage, that, as 
the n<ftive part of the antimony is 
here already diffolved and rendered 
miicible with the animal fluids, itso- 
peration is more certain. Given 
from ten to fifty orfixty drops , iradts 
generally as an alterative and dlaphorc 
tie; in larger do fe$,asadin ret:? and ca¬ 
thartic : whilft three or four drams 
prove for the moft part violently 
emetic. It has been chiefly ufed in 
this laid intention, in fome maniacal 
and apoplectic cafes : and hence gain¬ 
ed the name of emetic wine. 
YINUM ANTI MO Mil 
TARTAR 1S ATI. 

Wine of tartarifed antimony . 

Lend. 

Take of 

Tartarifed antimony, two feru- 
ples; 

Boiling diftilled water, two 
ounces by mealure; 


Spanifh white wine, eight ounces. 
Dillolve the tartarifed antimony i° 
boiling water, and then add the 
wine. 

Here appears a very confiderabR 
difference in the proportion of the 
adtive ingredients in each of the' 2 
laft compofitions. In- that of t'fi 
London college, each ounce of tn e 
menftruum contains four grains* 
Of the Edinburgh, the lame quan¬ 
tity of the menftruum only two* 
Hence this (liquid, in prescribing* 
be attended to; for one ounce o* 
the Edinburgh wine may be em¬ 
ployed- for procuring full vomiting* 
whilft the fame quantity of the Lon¬ 
don w'ould be much too powerfm* 
and might produce unpleafant W 
fetfts. 

The vinum aniimonii , and the 
num antimonii tartar i/dti, are oW- 1 
fubftituted one (or the other; 
the latter will, in many very com¬ 
mon cafes of extemporaneous p re ' 
lcription, be decompofed, wh e1 ^ 
the firft would not be liable to any 
fuch objection. 

* VINUM E TARTARO AN 
TIMONIALI. 

Emetic tartar-vsine. 

Edinb. 

This is made by diflolving two 11 ' 
four grains of emetic tartar in ° IlC 
pound of white wine. 

VINUM TERRI. 


Steel-rv in e. 
Eond. 


Take of 

Iron filings, four ounces; 

>S parti fit white wine, four p? 11 s * 
Macerate without heat for a mon ^ - 
frequently fhaking^t; and ftm lU 
or 


Take of 

iron filings, three ounces; 
Cochineal, half a dram ; 
Rhenifh wine, two pints. , 
Digeft them together for 

days, frequently (bakingt' lC ' .■ e 
fel; and then pafs the " 


through a filter. 

Both thefe wanes are 


fufi 


TicioiUN 


[Vines. 
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tie 

, - e gant ones. Rhenifh is an excel- 
Wen lieu um for ft eel, and dif- 
2 °^ es a confiderable quantity of it; 
* nc i the cochineal imparts a fine co¬ 
lour. 

^ te el wine is a very ufeful pre- 
elation of this metal, and fre- 
viently ex’.jj^itec} j n chlorotic and 
g er indfpofniom where chalybeates 
jj.5 P r °per. Boerhaave recommends 
j ie uS °ne of the nobleft medicines 
was acquainted with, for pro- 
oting that power in the body by < 
en *j 1 ^ 00c i is made, when weak- 
r , ec * hy a bare debility of the over*- 
c -ed folids, and an indolent, 

: . > aqueous indifpofition of the 
V .; CS: ? or i 11 this cafe, fays he, no 
! tu e of any vegetable or animal 
no diet nor regimen can 
j r ^ t that which is eHefted by 
t j * hut it proves hwtful , where 
Wi tVl / a ^ powers are already too Jiang, 
ids ti: )Cr *his P rocee h front the flu- 
dra° r t ^ e ^°hhs. The dofe is from a 
b e ^ to ^alf an ounce ; wl.ich may 
* e peated two of three times a day. 
H l r ,°me direft folutions of iron, 
aejj C Ul wine or other vegetable 
lift S ’ t0 ev aporated to the con- 
ti t ] e ' lCe of an extraftt, under the 

°f EXTR ACTUM M ARTIS. 

t a ,*J e reparations have no advan- 
e<f ’ 111 point of virtue, above the 
Cja chalybeates ; though in 
lar * 0riT)S > that of pills in partial- 
may be rather more corn- 
the ll °^ fl y exhibited, than moft of 
tfg c ° !lc inal chalybeates of equal 
P’Us ?' * ^‘ u 'y may be made into 

ei 0lJ Y themfelves, and are tena¬ 
nts.-, ei ? 0ll gh to reduce other fob- 

Vlvl nt ** h « for.n. 

IPECACUANHA. 

^ nic of ipecacuanha . 

^keof Lo “‘ L - ; 

f fkruifed } two ounces; 
^5a Ce 1 white wine, two pints. 
Ti'v^i tt,ou t heat, and drain. 
A <ACTURA IPECACU- 
. , r . AN HA. 

‘ lu 3urc of ipecacuanha. 


Edinb. 

Take of 

Ipecacuanha in powder, one 
ounce; ' 

Spanifh white wine, fifteen 
ounces. 

After three days’ digeftion, let the 
tinfture be filtered for ufe. 

Both thefe wines are very mild 
arid fafe emetics, and equally fer- 
viceable, in dyfntcri.es ’alfo, with 
the ipecacuanha infubftance; this 
root yielding nearly ail its virtues 
both to the Spanish white wine 
here ordered, as it does a good 
fitare of them even to aqueous li¬ 
quors. The common dfc is an ounce, 
more or lef , according to the age 
and ftrength of the ^patient. The 
college of Edinburgh added former¬ 
ly a fcruple of cochineal, which 
imparts a fine red colour to the li¬ 
quor. This article is now omitted, 
on a complaint, that the red colour 
of the matters evacuated forne- 
times alarmed the patient, as if it 
proceeded from a difeharge of 
blood. 

VINUM VIPERINUM. * 

Viper. ivinc. 

Loud. 

Take of 

Dry vipers, two ounces; 
Mountain, three pints. 

Macerate with a gentle heat for a 
week, and then {train off the 
wine. 

It has been difputed, whether 
live or dry vipers are preferable for 
making this medicine. Such as are 
moderately and newly dried, are 
perhaps the moll: eligible, fince by 
exsiccation they feem to lofe only 
their phlegmatic or aqueous parts. 
Whether they communicate to the 
wine, either when ufed frefh or 
dry, fo much virtue as. they are 
fuppofed to do, is greatly to be 
doubted. Some compositions un¬ 
der this name have been highly ce¬ 
lebrated, as reftoratives in debilities 
and decays of conflitulion ; but what 
virtues of this kind they poucSlyd, 
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werefupplied chiefly from other in¬ 
gredients. 

vinum millepedarum. 

Win? of millepedes . 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Live millepedes, bruifed, two 
ounces; 

Rhenifli wine, one pound. 

Infufe them together for feven days, 
and afterw ards prefs the liquor 
through a -(trainer. 

Thj : wine has been commended 
as an admirable cleanfer of all the 
’vlfcera , yielding to nothing in the 
jaundice , and obftru&ions of the kid¬ 
neys or urinary pajjagcs , of excellent 
fcrvice in almoft all chronical dijlem- 
pers , even in fcrophulous and firu- 
mous fwellings, and in defluxions 
of rheum upon the'eyes. But thofe 
who expedfed thefe extraordinary 
virtues from it, have often been 
deceived; and, at prefent, there 
are few who have any great depen-* 
flence on it. It is directed to be 
given from half an ounce to two 
ounces. 

VINUM CEPHALICUM. 

Cephalic wine. 

Take of 

Wild valerian root, four ounces; 
Virginian fnake-root, one ounce ; 
Rofemary tops, half an ounce; 
Trench white wine, fix pints, 
jy.geft them together for three days, 
and then filter the tindfure. 

This preparation promifes to be 
a medicine of coufiderable utility 
as a cephalic, that is, in diforders 
of the nervous fyfetn , wherein the 
membranes of the brain are often 
principally affedied, as in vertiginous , 
epileptic , and paralytic complaints. 

Here it may be proper to ob¬ 
serve, that, though fome of the di¬ 
ddled waters, to be treated of 
hereafter, receive many fupernu- 
merary ingredients, without any 
ponfulerable injury to the produce ; 
yet in medicines prepared by in- 
fufions it is far othervvife. Fcr 
the t v e, ingredients, which give no- 
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thing over, do little harm : but as 
all thofe commonly employed in 
infufions communicate fomething 
to the mendruum; fo, if fuper¬ 
du ous ones be admitted, they load 
the liquor with an ufelefs matter, 
and occupy in it the place that 
ought to be pofletfed by the more 
efficacious. 

VINUM. CEPHALICUM 
PURGANS. 

Purging cephalic wine. 

This is made by adding to the 
foregoing, of 

Senna, two ounces; 

Black hellebore roots, one ounce; 

French white wine, two pints. 

Purgatives are often very necef- 
farv additions to medicines of th e 
foregoing clafs. Thofe here made 
choice of are well adapted to tb e 
purpofe, and in fuch quantity as to 
make the wine gently laxative 
dofes of two ounces. 

VINUM R HA BARB ARE 

Wine of rhubarb. 

Loud. 

Take of 

Rhubarb, diced, two ounces ar.d 
a half; 

Lefler cardamom feeds, bruifedj 
half an ounce; 

Saffron, two drams; 

Spanifli white wine, two pints; 

Proof fpirit of wine, eight ounce®' 
Macerate without heat for ten day s » 

and then drain. 

VINUM RHEI. 

Wine of Rhubarb . 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Rhubarb, two ounces; 

Canella alba, one dram ; 

Proof fpirit, two ounces; 

Spanifli white wine, fi^ et 
ounces. ^ 

Macerate for feven days, ant 

drain. 

Either of thefe is a warm, 
dial, laxative medicine ; ufed 
ly in vjcaknfs of the f omen h a '. 
bowels , and fome kinds of lotje ,u M^* 
for evacuating the offendingi TI ‘ ai ‘ 
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andJlreng then ing the tone, of the <vif- 
<-era. They may be given from half 
a Spoonful to three or four fpoon- 
or more, according to the cir- 
c Utnftances of the diforder, and the 
Purpofes they are intended to an- 
lv/er. 

Vi num ad stomachicos. 

Stomachic wine. 

^ Edinb. 

a ake of 

Calamus aromaticus, 

Gentian root—each one ounce 
and a half; 

Peruvian bark, in powder, two 
ovmces; 

CuralTao oranges, one ounce ; 
Iron filings (to be tied up in a 
bag)three ounces; 

Spanifh white wine, one gal- 
l°n. , 

•^igeii: for the fpace of three days, 
and then filter the tincture. 

A his tincture may likewife be made 
without the iron. 

Phis wine is a very efficacious 
^dieine in weaknefs of the fto- 
l^ach and chylopoietic organs, and 
\ n a lax flaccid Hate of the vifeera 
■ n general. 

VINUM NICOTIANyE. 

c f obacco-wiue. 

I ake of 

Pitied leaves of the beft Virginia 
tobacco, one ounce; 
■jSpanifh white wine, one pound. 
A lacerate for four davs, and then 
strain. 

1 he prefent formula Teems to be 
* e belt mode for adminifiering the 
°hacco internally; for it extracts 
^'ore fully the artive parts of the 
°bacco than either water, or fpirit, 
^paratelv. The dofe is fimilar to 
, at gi v en when infufed in either 
•, the above menftrua. See Mat. 
■t'ed. Art. Nicotiana. 

VINUM SCILL/F. 


Take of 
h(ried 
Ginge 


Squill wine, 

fquills. fliced, one quuce ; 
r > one dram j 


French white wine, two pounds. 
Macerate for three days, and then 

ftrain. 

As the adtive properties of the 
fquill are fully extracted by the 
wine, and a cordial virtue joined 
with it by the addition of the ginger, 
which is a good corredfor, and, by 
preventing its immediate adlion on 
the prim® viae, affilt in determin¬ 
ing it more freely to the kidneys, 
or other excretory organs, where 
it is more wanted to exert its 
power. 

VINUM OPII; 

formerly 

TINCTURA THEBAIC A. 

VFine of opium. 

Take of 

Strained opium, two ounces ; 

Cinnamon, 

Cloves,—each one dram ; 

Spanifh white wine, one pint. 
Macerate without heat for a week, 

and then filter the tindture 

through paper. 

This is the liqajid laudanum 
of Sydenham, with the exchange 
of Canary wine for Mountain, and 
the omilfion of an ounce of faf- 
fron ; and was the tinciura thebaic a , 
or liquid laudanum, of the old 
London Pharmacopoeia. The aro¬ 
matics in the form above are in fo 
fimall quantity, that the pfelcriber 
can fcarce expect any confiderable 
effedt from them, the proportion of 
each that goes to a grain of opium, 
amounting to no more than the fix- 
teenth part of a grain. Even thefe 
minute proportions, however, are 
in good meafure fufficient to take 
off the ill odour of the opium, 
which feems to be all that is intend-- 
ed by them. 

The principal advantages of ex¬ 
hibiting opium in this form are, 
that bv being already diflolved it 
exerts itfelf the fooner in the 
body ; and that by fome perfons, 
liquids are more commodioufly 
taken, than a bolus or pill. The 
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common dofes of the tincture are 
from .ten drops to forty, fifty , or more, 
according to the exigencies of the 
cafe. It were to be wiflied that the 
dole could be more exaftly afcgr- 
tained, by weight or meafure; as 
the drops may, according to dif¬ 
ferent circumftances, vary in quan¬ 
tity, though in number the fame; 
and as an error therein may, in 
fome cafes, be of mifchievous con- 
fequence. Twenty drops contain, at 
a medium , about one grain of opium, 
or rather fo much as that quantity 
of wine will extraft from one grain ; 
for the liquor does not diifolve the 
whole fubftance of the opium, nor 
is the folution equivalent, in its ef¬ 
fect, to the full quantity of opium 
employed in it. 

A liquid opiate, free from the in¬ 
conveniences here complained of, 
will be defcribed under the head of 
1 Spirituous Tinctures. 

VlNUM AROMATICUM. 

' Aromatic wine. 

Take of 
Cloves, 

Ginger,—each half an ounce; 
Cinnamon, 

Nutmegs,—each one ounce ; 
Spanifli white wine, fix pints. 
Beat the fpic.es into a coarfe pow¬ 
der, and ftcep them in the wine 
for fome days; then pafs the li¬ 
quor through a drainer. 

This wine is a very high cordial, 
and greatly commended for warm¬ 
ing the habit and Jlrcngthcniug the 
nervous fyjlem. It is fo hot of the 
fpices as to require being diluted for 
ufe, and to be taken only in fmail 
quantities at a time. Mixed with «. 
little lemon juice, and a large pro¬ 
portion of milk, it forms a p leaf ant 
and ufeful whey hi low fevers. 

VlNUM ANTIfCORBUTICUM. 

JLntifcorbutic wine. 

Take of 

Leaves of Buckbean, 

Water- crefles, 
Breoklime, 


Dittander, 

Scurvy-grafs, 
jack-by-the-hedge, 
Roots of horferadifli,—each one 
ounce; 

Florence orris, two drams; 
Spanifli white wine, half a gal¬ 
lon. 

The herbs and roots, all frefb ga¬ 
thered and cut fmail, are to be 
fteeped in the wine, in a veflel 
very cloiely ftopt, for twenry- 
four hours ; after which the wine 
is to be filtered for ufe. 

This compofition is not ill con¬ 
trived for anfwering the purpofe 
exprefled by its title ; though fome 
of the ingredients are not unex¬ 
ceptionable. An ounce of the her¬ 
baceous brooklime is altogether in- 
fignificant in half a gallon of an 
infufion of fuch powerful materi¬ 
als; and it maybe doubted whe¬ 
ther the frefh orris root communi¬ 
cate any of its virtues to the li¬ 
quor. The roots of the Florentine 
as well as of the common orris, 
raifed in our gardens, are, while 
frefh, frrong purgatives; but their 
purgative matter is fo little dif- 
pofecl to folution in watery men- 
lfrua, that it feparates from the ex- 
prefled juices and fettles to the bot¬ 
tom. In drying they change their 
nature; and the Florentine fpecies, 
in a dry Hate, might be an ufeful 
addition for giving an agreeable 
flavour to the wine. The flavour 
which this root communicates to 
vinous liquors, greatly refembles 
that of rafpberries. 

Vinum scorbuticum. 

Scorbutic wine. 

Take of 

Garden feurvy-grafs, one hand¬ 
ful; 

Horferadifli root, fcraped, hah 
an ounce; 

Winter’s bark, two drams; 
Spanifli white wine, two pints. 
Let them fteep together in the ccN 
for three days. . 
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This wine is fo far impregnated 
the virtues of the ingredients, 
l p do conjiderable fervice in fcdrbu - 
f r habits. It is ufed chiefly in the 
P r ' n g» in the quantity of a com- 
^ '°n wine-glafs, two or three times 
th (la y. Though far more fimple 
i ' an ^e preceding, it is not pcr- 
a P s lets efficacious. 

VlNUM SCORBUTICUM 

MUNTINGII. 

** i ^untiniius's fcorhutic wine. 

Take of & J 

A ^e roots of the greater water- 
flock, fix ounces; 
gentian root, 

‘.■ffiiiorice, 

^nnamon, 

]c! ack Pepper, 

^ ,J -?.ce,—each three ounces j 
T‘ rlron , two ©unces/j 
fountain wine, fixteen pints ; 
yrong vinegar, four pints ; 
J( e ,t°^ ks three frefn eggs. 

^ Uce the roots and fpices into a 
fe’ofs powder, arid pour on them 
. w ine, vinegar, and yolks of 
fp*' lXgeft the whole in a clofe 
. j C ‘ !f T with a gentle warmth, for 
t ar ee days; and then lira in out 
kt l l lor tor ufe. 

ter Ue au T° r of this compofition 
f a p;T 1,T!e nds it as a medicine of in- 
J'cul- e e ®cacy again ft inveterate 
c°p v °i' C h an fl ail kinds of fcorhutic 
n 0 f ai?,ts -> particularly fu.ch as are 
^ c ° n f anied with a fever or in- 
’v f;n ' c > ’ atlon •' even palfics , and the 
he fays, have yielded 
0 \j n ;. A oe dofe is trom three to fix 
On a ^ S ’ to he taken in the morning 
hij ec j 1 . eni pty ftomach, and conti- 
o r i 0r fourteen or twenty days, 
hkevvT J ' 1: home quantity of it is 
titn f », ‘ e to he mixed with the pa- 
flirefvt ' ( ° rnrnn ,n drink, which he 
Mn e ‘ J to he either good Rhenith 
■0° new r i<>unc ^ n a h liquors not 
°f H the patient complains 

°r w^ e ’ fl r >'nefs, a violent cough, 
?• Cox f !e l ' !lCre are any fymptoms of 
Wptioji, the black pepper is 


ordered to be omitted, and the li¬ 
quorice increafed in its room to fix 
ounces. 

A compofition differing from the 
above only in the omiiiiou of vine¬ 
gar, and employing fpirit of wine 
for the menftruum, is faid to have 
come into efieem at Paris, agaluji 
the gout. 

VlNUM FEBRIF VGT.TM. 

Febrifuge wine. 

Far is. 

Take of 

Peruvian bark, in powder, two 
ounces; 

Rough red wine, two pints. 
Digeft them together in a circula¬ 
tory vefiei, with a moderate heat, 
for forty-eight hours, occafion- 
ally ftiaking the veffel: then buf¬ 
fer the whole to cool, and paffi 
the wine through a ftrainer. 

This is the preparation of bark 
made ufe of by fir Robert Tabor 
or Talbot (an Englifh gentleman 
refiding in France) who was one 
of the firft that retrieved the cha¬ 
racter of the medicine itfelf, at the 
time that fome ill confequences 
following its imprudent ufe had 
brought it into difefteem. He kept 
this preparation a fecret, till Lewis 
XIV. purchafed it for a confider- 
able furn, and communicated it to 
the public. It was not however 
the preparation, but a proper me¬ 
thod of managing the medicine, 
upon which the fuccefs of his prac¬ 
tice depended. It appears from ex¬ 
perience, that this wine is lefs cer¬ 
tain in the cure of agues, than the 
bark given in fubftance 5 nor is it 
equal, in this intention, for gene¬ 
ral ufe, to the watery infufion ; 
the wine preventing its being taken 
fo freely as is in many cafes requi- 
fite. It neverthelefs has it ufes, 
in thofc intermittent fevers where a 
large quantity of the hark is not ne- 
cejfary ; and is particularly Lrvice- 
able in a laxity and debit iy of the Jio- 
mach and jntejiines. 
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' Vi num guaiacinum. 

Guaiacum wine* 

Take of 

Guaiacum wood, 

Yellow launders, — each two 
ounces; 

Orange peel, dried,^ 

Lefler cardamom feeds, — each 
one ounce; 

Spanilh white wine, one gallon. 
Let them fteep together for a week, 
and then ftrain out the wine for 
ufe. 

This is a moderately warm and 
corroborating wine, ft is ufed in 
nervous '■ixeaknejfes , in decays of con¬ 
futation from cold pituitous humours, 
and proves an nfeful preservative 
aoainjl rheumatic and arthritic com¬ 
plaints. Two ounces, or an ordi¬ 
nary wine glafs, may be taken two 
or three times a day, and continued 
for a month or two. 


VlNUM GUAIACINUM CUM 
HELLEBO.RO. 

Guaiacum wine with hellebore- 
Take of 

Guaiacum wood, 

Black hellebore root,—each tw 
ounces; 

Lefler cardamom feeds, 

Orange peel, dried,—each on 
ounce; > . 

Spanilh white wine, four p 11 ’ * 
Let thefe ingredients fteep togeth 
for a week or ^longer, and tl» e 
ftrain out the wine lor life. 
From the warm llimulating, 
obftruent qualities of this wine, ’ 
may be ufed, to good aavantag ’ 
in cold phlegmatic habits , where ti 
humours ftagnate in the re mote ve 
fels, and where there is a di/po/d' 1 '. 
to gouty, rheumatic , or hydropic ■ 
orders. It is to be taken clue ay 
over night, in fuch fmali doles 
not to run off by ltool. 


SECT. V. 


Medicated Ales. 


DEDICATED alts are intend- 
lyj ed as diet-drinks in chroni¬ 
cal indifpofitions. There are two 
ways of impregnating malt-liquors 
with the virtues of medicinal uib- 
ftanc.es; macerating the fubject in 
the liquor after the fermentation is 
completely finifhed ; and ferment¬ 
ing it along with the liquor, or at 
Jeaft adding it towards the end of 
the fermentation, that, by the reto- 
lutive power of that procefs, its 
texture may be opened, and Its me¬ 
dicinal parts more fully extracted. 
Neumann obferves, that the active 
powers of many vegetables are not 
only effectually extracted, but ex¬ 
tended as it were, by fermentation : 
that fo much pounded nutmeg as 
will lie on the point of a kmre, 
gives a flavour to a large vat of 


-UQ 

fermenting ale'*, whereas, when 
fermentation is finifhed, tne q liu ^ 
tity of liquor to which it 
like impregnation, is compavaU v • 
inconfiderable. 

Cerevisia amara. 

Bitter . ale. 

Take of 

Gentian root, f u r 

Lemon peel, frefli,—each 
ounces ; 

Long pepper, one ounce> 

Ale, one gallon. . ho tft 

Let them fteep together, 

heat. , . {{O' 

This is an agreeable bitter ^ 
machic ale, much fuperioi t ^ olTl - 
common purls, or any or the ^ 
portions of this kind in the e 
poraneous recipa writers, 




Ales. 
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CeREVISI'a APERIEN3. 

Aperient ale- 

Take of 

^luftard feed, unbruifed, ten 
ounces : 

Tong birthwort root, fix ounces; 
Lefler centaury tops, two ounces ; 
Savin tops, one ounce ; 

^’ew fmall ale, ten gallons. 

Tins is an ufeful. aperient diet* 
< y' !n k in cached! ic and chlorotic in- 
ffyoftions, and in all cafes where 
0l> ftructions begin to form in the 
v he era. It is to betaken to the 
Scantily of half a pint at a time, 
^'ice a day. 

Cerevisia Butleri, 
t-, Dr. Butler's ale . 

lake of 
Eetony, 

Sarr e 
a . 

Agrimony, 
garden feurvy-grafs, 

Ionian wormwood,—each three 

handfuls ; 


El 


ec am pane roots, 


-each 


florferadllh roots, 
ounces ; 

-New ale, four gallons. 

•} e herbs and roots are to be put 
ln a bag, and hung in the ale 
^’hile it works. 

A his liquor.has fo far obtained 
j. rn ° n g the common people, as to Take of 
j‘ ,iV 'e been frequently made and Horferadifn 
t ? a in public houfes. It is ufed in 
ie fpving, for purifying the blood, 


tigocs, fome benefit may be expect¬ 
ed from this liquor ufed as com¬ 
mon drink. 

Cerevisia diuretica. 
Diuretic ale. 

Take of i. 

Milliard-feed, whole, 

Juniper berries,—each eight 
ounces; 

Wild carrot feeds, three ounces; 
Common wormwood,two ounces; 
New fmall ale, ten gallons. 

Take of 3. 

Broom-tops, 

Milliard - feed, — each fixteen 
ounces; 

Flower-de-luce roots, 
Sharpk-point.ed dock roots,—each 
twelve ounces ; 

Winter’s bark, 

Elder bark, 

Wild carrot feeds, 

Juniper berries, — each two 
pounds; 

New ale, twelve gallons. 

Jn hydropic cafes, and corpulent 
four fcorbutic habits , thefe aperient and 
diuretic liquors are very ufeful 
diet-drinks. Half a pint of either 
may be taken two or three times a 
day. 

Cerevisia ad scorbuticos. 
'Scorbutic ale. 


11 preventing fcorbutic dilorders. 
Cerevisia cephalica. 

"n , Cephalic ale. 

-Mkeof 

^ild valerian root, ten ounces; 

^ uftard-feed, whole, fix ounces; 
P lr ghiian fnakeroot, two ounces; 
'Ternary, or fage, three ounces; 
w fmall ale, ten gallons, 
ft; ingredients of this compo- 
rrj .? n , are ah of the warm and lli- 
kind ; and confequently 
r,.,. to invigorate the nervous JyJlcm , 
Hdf r ° 7n0te the circulation of the 
S ' 1 n palfics r cpilepfies, and ver- 


root, frefli, one 

pound; 

Sharp-pointed dock roots, half 
a pound : 

Canella alba, two ounces ; 

Buckbean leaves, frefli, eight 
ounces: ordried, three ounces; 

New fmall ale, ten gallons. 

In fcorbutic dforders , and impuri~ 
ties of the blood and juices , this li¬ 
quor, ufed as common drink, ge¬ 
nerally 'does fetvice. All the im- 
gredients are very effectual for the 
intention, and well fuited to the 
form. If the lharp-pointed dock 
roots were exchanged for thofe of 
the great water dock, the compo¬ 
sition would be ftiil more powerful. 
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SECT. VL 


A 


Spirituous Tinctures. 


R ectified spirit of wine 

is the direct menjiruum of the 
ref ns and cjfaitial oils of vegetables ; 
and totally extracts theie adtive 
principles from fundry vegetable 
matters, which yield them to water 
either not at all, or only in part. It 
dijfoives likens fe the fiveet Jaccharine 
matter of vegetables; and, general!} - , 
thofe parts of animal bodies in which 
their pecidiar fnells andtajlesref.de.- 
The virtues of many vegetables 
are extrafted almof equally by water 
and refit fed fpirit; but in the wa* 
tery and fpirituous tinctures of 
them there is this difference^ that 
the active parts, in the watery ex¬ 
tractions, are blended with a large 
proportion of inert gnmniy matter, 
on which their folubiiiry in this 
menftruum in great meafure de¬ 
pends, while redtilied fpirit extradts 
them almoft pure from gum. 
Hence, when the fpirituous tinc¬ 
tures are mixed with watery liquors, 
a part of what the fpirit had taken 
up from the fubjedt generally fepa- 
ra>tes and fubfides, on account of 
its having been freed from that 
matter which, being blended with 
it in the original vegetable, made it 
foluble in water. This, however, is 
not univerfal; for the active parts 
of fome vegetables, when extracted 
by redtifiecl fpirit, are not precipi¬ 
tated bv water, being almoft equal¬ 
ly diftoiuble in both menftrua. 

Redtified fpirit may be tinged by 
vegetables of all colours, except 
blue. The leaves of plants in ge¬ 
neral, which give out but little of 
their natural colour to watery li¬ 
quors, communicate to fpirit the 
whole of their green tindture, which 
for the molt part proves elegant, 
though not very durable. 


Fixt alkaline falts deepen the. colon* 
of fpirituous tindiures; and hence 
have been fuppofed to promoter the 
diffolving power of the menftruum, 
though this does not appear from 
experience : in the trials that have 
been made to determine this affair, 
no more was found to be taken 
up in the deep-coloured tinctures, 
than in :-e paler ones, and ofren 
not fo much ; if the alkali be added 
after the cxtradHon of the tindture, 
it will heighten the colour as much 
as when mixed with the ingredients 
at firft. Nor is the addition of 
thefe falts, in making tiadtures, 
ufelefs only, but likewife prejudi¬ 
cial, as they, in general, injure the 
flavour of aromatics, and fuperadd 
a quality fometimes contrary t0 
the intention of the medicine. Vo¬ 
latile alkaline falts, in many cafes, 
promote the action of the fpirit. 
Acids generally weaken itunlefs 
when the acid has been previously 
combined with tire vinous fpirit in¬ 
to a compound of new qualities, 
called dulcified fpirit. 

TINC.TURA ALOES. 

Tine, we of aloes. 

Land. 


Take of 

Socotorine aloes, powdered, hah 
an ounce; 

Extract of liquorice, one ounce 
and a half; 

Diftilied water, 

Proof fpirit, — of each eight 
Ounces by mealure. 

Digeft in a fand-bath, ocean- 
'onally fhaking the veiTel, unti 
the extra®: is diffolved ; then 


ftraiiT. 

Where the aloes is \vi(lied to f 
exhibited alone in a fluid (fate, t.* 53 
formula is one of the beft; as 
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diced and bruifed, 


e ^tra«5l of liquorice does no more 
_? an promote the fufpenfion of the 
, e » and covers in dome degree 
!kj e difagreeable tafte of the'aloes. 
AlNC'rURA ALOES COMPO- 
SIT A ; 

formerly 

ELIXIR ALOES. 

Compound tincture of aloes. 

m , Lond. 

Lake of 

Socotorine aloes, 
j^ffron,— of each three ounces; 
kindfure of myrrh, two pints, 
for eight days, and drain. 

TINCTURA gentians 

COMPOSITA ; 

formerly 

tinctura amara. 

Compound thiedure of gentian. 

T Lcnd. Ed mb. 

ake of 

Gentian root, 
two ounces, 

Exterior peel of Seville orange, 
dried, one ounce ; 

■Lefler cardamom feeds, bruifed, 
half an ounce; 

ji roof fpirit of wine, two pints. 

'Reft f or eight days, and drain, 
ly Ikisis a very elegant fpirituous 
j\ s j-j-, e preparation is de- 
•"ned for keeping, lemon-peel, an 
^. Ce llent ingredient in the watery 
^ er infufions, has, on account 
J1 ‘ L ^ e perifhablenefs of its flavour, 
le! ^ ace * n t'ds. The cardamom 
j (Js ar e here a very commodious 
n ^ re dient, as in this fpirituous 
:‘ en d r uum they are free from the 
convenience with which they are 
j k^’cd in other liquors, of ren- 
p., 1 . 1 !> S them nntranfparent.- The 
^ "'eourgh Pharmacopoeia has a 
t , .^Krttion fimilar in intention to 
c’, ' in der the title of 

ELIXIR STOMA#IICUM. 

Stomachic elixir. 

T> 1 Edinb. 

A aae of 

Gentian root, two ounces; 


Curasao oranges, one ounce ; 
Virginian fnakeroot, half an 
ounce ; 

Cochineal, half a dram ; 

French brandy, two pints. 

Let them deep for three days, and 
then filter the elixir. . 

This elixir differs from that of 
former editions, in the fubditution 
of Curaflao oranges to frefh orange 
peel,, and in the addition of half 
an ounce of Virginian fnakeroot. 
The fird is a grateful aromatic 
bitter, and the latter fuperadds a 
degree of pungency coinciding 
with the intention. Both this and 
the preceding compodtion are very 
nfeful ftomachic bitters. 

TINCTURA CINNAMOMI 
COMPOSITA; 

formerly 

TINCTURA AROMATICA. 

Compound tin flux e of cinnamon. 
Lond. 

Take of 

Cinnamon, fix drams; 

Leder cardamom feeds, three 
drams; 

Long pepper, 

Ginger,—each two drams; 

Proof fpirit of wine, two pints. 
Diged, for eight days, and then 
drain off the tincture. 

This is a very warm aromatic, 
too much fo to be given without 
dilution. A tea-fpoonful or two 
may be taken in wine, or any other 
convenient vehicle, in languors 
weaknefs of the Jlomach , flatulencies. 
and - fimilar complaints. The do- 
nrachic tinfture deicribed hereaf¬ 
ter, is fimilar in intention to this, 
but contrived lefs hot of thefpices, 
that it may be taken by itfelf. 

TINCTURA AROMATICA, 

Aromatic tinedure. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Cinnamon, fix drams ; 

Leffer cardamom feeds, one 
ounce ; 
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Garden angelica root, three 
drams ; 

Long pepper, two drams ; 

Proof fjpirit, two pounds and a 
half. 

Macerate feven days, and filter. 

This preparation is a fufficiently 
elegant warm aromatic ; and may 
be taken with the fame intention, 
and in fimilar dofes, with the for¬ 
mer. 

TINCTURA AURANTII 
CORTICIS. 

Tin ft ure of orange-peel. 

Lond, 

Take of 

'The frefn exterior peel of Seville 
oranges, three ounces ; 

Proof fpirit of wine, two pints. 
Digeft for three days, and ftrain. 

In this tindure both the bitt e 
part and effential oil of the peel are 
extracted, fo fully as to be capable 
of anfwering any medicinal pur- 
pofe for which the peel itfelf or 
other preparations may be employ¬ 
ed ; for which fee Mat. Med., ar¬ 
ticle Aur aXtiorum Hispalen- 
sium Cortex, &c. 

TINCTURA BALSAMI PERU- 
VIANI. 

Tincture of half am of Peru. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Balfam of Peru, four ounces by 
weight; 

Rectified fpirit of wine, one 
pint; 

Digeft until the balfam is dif- 
folved. 

. As the fpirit difiolves the whole of 
the balfam and frees it from its im¬ 
purities, this may be therefore con- 
fkiered as a formula well adapted 
to exhibit internally, and fupply to 
the habit the medicinal powers of 
the balfam in their full force; for 
which fee Mat. Med. article Bajl- 

SAMUM PERUVIANUM. 

TINCTURA BALSAMICA. 
Balfamic tin flute. 


Take of 

Balfam cf Copaiba, one ounce 
and a half; 

Balfam of Peru, half an ounce; 

Englifh faffron, one dram ; 

Rectified fpirit of wine, one pint- 
Digeft thefe ingredients together, 

in a fand heat, for three days; 

and then pals the tindure through 

a ft rain er. 

This tin£hire is an excellent bal¬ 
famic, both for internal and ex¬ 
ternal purpofes. It is ufually given 
in dofes of ten, twenty, or thirty 
drops, in the fluor albus, gleets, ea¬ 
ch exies, fome kinds of ajlhmas, and 
nephritic complaints , for Jlrcngi honing 
the tone of the vifccra , and corrobo¬ 
rating the nervous fyjlem in general . 
Some caution is requifite in the ufe 
of thefe refinous warm medicines : 
in cold, languid, phlegmatic habits, 
they have for the moft part good 
effeds; but in bilious and pletho¬ 
ric conftitutions, where there is 
any tendency to inflammation or 
immoderate heat, they are mani- 
feftly prejudicial, and raife or con¬ 
tinue febrile fvmptoms. 
TINCTURA CANTHARIDIS. 

Tinfiure of cantharis. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Cantharis, bruifed, two drams; 

Cochineal, half a dram ; 

Proof fpirit, a pint and a half. 
Digeft for eight days, and ftrain. 

Ldinb. 

Take of 

Cantharides, one dram ; ( 

Proof fpirit, one pound. 

Digeft four days, and filter. 

Thefe tindures pofiefs the whol fi 
virtues or the fly, and art! the only 
preparations of it defigned for i ]1 
ternal life; tindures being b_v ft 11 " 
the moft commodious and fafe fonO 
for the exhibition of this adi Vl ' 
drug. If any additional fubftan ceS 
ftiould be thought requifite lor p r °' 
moting the effect of the cantharid eS ? 
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5 Aether as a diuretic, as a detergent 
n derations of the m Inary pafagcs y 
° r as a refringent in diabetes , femi- 
gleets, and //;r jluor albus , they 
’ e 'nore advantageoufty joined ex- 
, e! iiporaneoufly to the tindture, or 
• ei ‘P°fed by them helves at proper 
tc rvals. For the medicinal powers 
cantharides, fee Mat. Med. ar- 
„ Ce Cantharides; where they 
n 'e more fully detailed, 
is f e u ^ ua ^ dofe °f thefe tindiures 
r om ten to twenty drops, which 
0{ _ a y i )e taken in a glal’s of water, 
< t 5 n y other more agreeable liquor, 
Q j a day; and increafed by two 
three drops at a time, according 
the effedt ; or till home flight de- 
^ ran gurv is perceived. 

1 iNCTURA'CARDAMOMr. 

Tindture of cardamoms. 

T , Lond. 

take of 

Lelfer cardamom feeds, bruifed, 
three ounces; 

kitS°/ lpi . rit ’ rwo pints ‘ 

8-it tor eight days, and drain. 
ff n the Edinburgh PI larmacopceia, 
to ° Unc es of the feeds are preferibed 
pounds and a half of fpirit ; 
lc h conftitutes the difference be- 
pet the two. 

in ^ lr tdfure of cardamoms has been 
is l, ^ e - ^ or a conliderable time. It 
^ a pleafant, warm cordial, and 
Pe/ ta ^ en ’ a i° n g with any pro- 
r vehicle, from a dram to a 
i5.°"ful nr two. 

‘RVCTURA CASCARILLrE. 


Tincture of cafcar ilia. ■ 

> ^-he bark of cafcarilla, four 
p ounces; 

^io-'.f 0 ^ ^Ptrit of wine, two pints. 

. with a gentle heat for 
-p, e 'Sht days, and ftrain. 
e '<trn'4- h ro °f fpitit of wine fo fully 
c afc ••u t ^' e a< tti ye powers of the 
emJ' 113 ’ that this tincture may be 
pu r ,.°^ e ^, t° anfwer nioft of tine 
CooJ. 0 es ^ or which the bark is re- 
bended. But it requires to be 


exhibited in fubftsnce, when given 
in intermitfents. Its virtues are 
enumerated under the article 
Eleutherije cortex, in the 
Mat. Med. 

TINCTURA CASTOREI. 

Tinflure of caf or. 

Lond, 

Take of 

Ruflia caftor, powdered, two 
ounces; 

Proof fpirit of wine, two pints. 
Digeft for ten days, and ftrain. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Ruflia caftor, one ounce and a 
half; 

Rectified fpirit of wine, one 
pound. 

Digeft them with a gentle heat for 

fix days, and ftrain. 

It has been dilputed, whether a 
weak or rectified fpirit, and cold or 
warm digefti’on, be preferable for 
making this tincture. To deter¬ 
mine this point, the following ex¬ 
periment has been brought. “ Some 
“ fine Siberia caftor having been 
“ infilled in good French brandy, 
“ without heat, for twenty days, 
“ the tindture proved very weak .; 
“ on the fame individual caftor 
“ (the magma or refiduum of the 
“ former tindture) the fame quan- 
“ tity of rectified fpirit was poured, 
“ as before of brandy ; and after a 
“ few’hours’ warm digeftion, a 
“ tindture was extradted much 
“ ftronger than the other.” But 
this experiment is not fatisfadtory ; 
the effects of the two inenftrua, and 
of heat, having been refpcdtivdlv 
compared in very different dreual¬ 
liances. From the trials which I 
have made, it appears, that caftor, 
macerated without heat, gives out’ 
its finer and moft grateful parts to 
either fpirit, more perfedtlv to the 
rediified; that heat enables both 
inenftrua to extract the greateft part 
of ics groffer and more naufeOus 
matter; and that proof fpirit ex- 


t 


3 ao 


PHARMACEUTICAL PREPARATIONS. Part I& 


tradts this Iafl more readily than 
rectified. 

The tindture of caftor is recom¬ 
mended in tnoji kinds of nervous com¬ 
plaints , and hyjleric diforders : in the 
latter it fometimes does fervice, 
though many have complained of 
its proving ineffectual. The dofe 
is from twenty drops to forty, fifty, 
or more. See Castoreum in Mat. 
Med. 

TINCTURA CASTOREI 
COMPOSITA. 

Compound tincture of caftor. 

Edittb. 

Take of 

Ruffia caftor, one ounce; 
Afafcetida, half an ounce ; , 

Vinous fpirit of fal ammoniac, 
one pound. 

Digefl for fix days in a clofe-fcopt 
phial, frequently (baking the vel- 
fel ; and then {train the tindture. 
This competition is a medicine 
of real efficacy, particularly in hy- 
ftcri cal diforders , and the feveral 
Jymptoms i which accompany them. The 
volatile oily fpirit is an excellent 
menftru'um both for the caftor and 
the afafeetida, and greatly adds to 
their virtues. 

TINCTURA CINNAMOMI. 

Tincture of cinnamon. 

Lend. 

Take of 

Cinnamon, bruifed, one ounce 
and a half; 

Proof fpirit of wine, one pint. 
Digefl for ten days, and drain. 

The prefeription in the Edin¬ 
burgh Pharmacopoeia, is exadtly 
the fame. 

The tindture of cinnamon pof- 
feffies the reftringent virtues of the 
cinnamon, as well as its aroma¬ 
tic cordial ones; and, in this re- 
fpedt, it differs from the chililled 
waters of the fpice, , 

TINCTURA CINCHONA?; 

formerly 

TINCTURA CORT1CIS PE- 
RUV1ANI SIMPLEX. 


Tincture of Peruvian lark. 
Land, 

Take of 

Cinchona, powdered, fix ounces; 
Proof fpirit, two pints. 

Digefl with a gentle hear, for eight 
days, and {train. 

A medicine of this kind hn ? 
been for a long time pretty much 
in efteem, and ufually kept in th$ 
{hops, though but lately received 
into the difpenfatory. Some have 
employed highly-redlified fpirit of 
wine as a menftruum ; which they 
have taken care fully to faturate* 
by digeftion on a large quantity of 
the bark. Others have thought to 
ail!ft the adtion of the fpirit, by the 
addition of a little fixt alkaline falb 
which does, not, however, appeal - 
to be of any advantage ; and others 
have given the preference to the 
vitriolic acid, which wasfuppofedr 
by giving a greater confidence to 
the fpirit, to enable it to fuftaio 
more than it would be capable of 
doing by itfelf; at the fame time 
that the acid improves the medi¬ 
cine, by increafing the roughneL 
of the bark. This lalt tindture* 
and that made witli redtified fpirib 
have their advantages; though fa r 
general ufe the above-diredted i s 
the mod cqnvenient of anv, the 
p.’oof fpirit extradting nearly all the 
virtues of the bark. It may be 
given from a tea-fpoonful to hal* 
an ounce, or an ounce, according 
to the different purpofes it is b 1 ' 
tended to anfw.er. See Pkruvi* 

ANUS CORTEX. 

TINCTURA CINCHONA 
AMMONIATA ; 

formerly 

TINCTURA. CORTICIS P5> 
RUVIANI VOL ATI LIS. 

Ammoniaisd tindture of Peruvian bark’ 
Lond. 

Takemf ‘ 

Cinchona, powdered, four ounces» 
Compound fpirit of ammonia 
two pints. 


Chap, ill. 
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kigeft, in a veflel clofe dopt, for 
ten days, and {train. 

Chis tincture is but (lightly im- 
P re gnated with the virtues of the 
ar k; and is fo acrimonious, t hat 
^ ar g e ft dofe, which can with 
^tety be given of it, can contain 
^ nl y a very fmall quantity of thfe 
^'hje6t. The medicine neverthe- 
. s has its ufes, and may be fer- 
iceable in fome cafes where the 
l *° n g er are improper, as in difficulty 
■f breathing, ohflrublions , and oppref - 
Jl ° ns of the Ireafi . Stronger tinc- 
tires of this kind may be obtained 
means of dulcified fpirit of fal 
^Hinoniac, or the fpirit prepared 
. quicklime. All the three may 
. e employed where a large quan- 
lv of bark is not required, as at 
le c hofe of the. cure of intermittents, i n 
^ Sa hnefs of digefion , attended with 
V c °Pl fenfation at the ftomach, and 
^ ie Jinxes , particularly thofe from 
j e uterus, where the circulation is 
a guid, the fibres relaxed, and 
^ nere there is a periodical return 
flight feverifh complaints. In 
_ le cafes, I have often experi- 
t/ Cec ^. effefts from a tinc- 

lT | re m dulcified fpirit of fal am- 
‘°mac, given to the quantity of 

da 


tea fpoonful five or fix times 


"rV * n anv appropriated vehicles. 

ai NCTURA CTNCHONvE 
c COMPOSITA. 

°' n ’pound tincture of Peruvian bark. 

T =* eof Lmd - 
puchona powdered, twoounces; 

x teri°r peel of Seville orange, 
^.dried, one ounce and a halt; 
lr ginian ferpentary, bruifed, 

Saff™„ ear ’ am y 
Q, rr< m 5 °ue dram ; 

0c -hineal, powdered, two feru- 


ple: 


l0 °f fpirit 0 f wine, twenty 

ki£eft U f nCe r by mea f ure - 

. ror fourteen days, and drain. 

lls medicine bore the name of 


Huxham as its inventor; and is 
given as a corroborant and do- 
machic, in dofes of a few drams, 
particularly to thofe recovering af¬ 
ter long fevers, and alfo in fome 
cafes where patients cannot bear 
the bark in fubftance. 

TINCTURA CORTICIS PE- 
RUVJANl COMP. 

Compotind tincture of Peruvian bark. 

Edinb. 

Tak of 

Peruvian bark, in powder, three 
ounces ; 

Virginian fnakeroot, 

Gentian,—each two drams; 

French brandy, two pints. 

Let them deep together for three 

days, and afterwards filter the 

tinfture. 

The fubdances here joined to 
the bark, in many cafes, promote 
its efficacy in the cure of intermit¬ 
tent ; and not unfrequently are 
abfolutely necefiary. In fome bad 
habits, particularly where the juices 
are duggifh and tenacious, the vif- 
cera and abdominal glands ob- 
drutded, the bark, by itfdf, proves 
unfuccefsful, if not injurious; 
whild, given in conjunction with 
corroborant domacbics and deofi- 
druents, it rarely fails- of the due 
effect. Gentian and Virginian 
fnakeroot are among the bed ad¬ 
ditions for the purpofe; to which 
it is often necefiary to join chaly¬ 
beate medicines alfo. 

TINCTURA COLUMByE. 

Tin blur e of columb a. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Columba, powdered, two ounces 
and an half; 

Proof fpirit of wine, two pints. 
Diged for eight days, and drain. 

The virtues of the columbae are 
poflefled in a great degree by this 
mendruum, fo as to render it a 
medicine of much effe<d; and it may 
be depended upon where the root 
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is ufeful : but the root itfelf in 
powder is more eligible, where no 
circumftances occur to prohibit its 
exhibition. See Mat. Med. ar¬ 
ticle CoLUMB/E RADIX. 

TINCTURA CROCI. 

finflurc of faffron. 

Take of 

Englifli faffron, one ounce ; 
Proof fpirit, fifteen dunces. 
Pigeft for five days, and Era in 
through paper. 

This medicine derives fcarce any 
power from the faffron, which has 
itfelf fallen meritedly into difrepute. 
(See Crocus, in the Mat. Med.) 
The tin&u're therefore can be kept 
only for a colouring ingredient. 
TINCTURA ASJEFCETIDiE. 

1 inclure of afafcetida. 

Loud. 

Take of 

Afafcetida, four ounces; 
Re&ified fpirit of wine, two pints. 
Pigeft, with a gentle heat, for fix 
days, and firain. 

This tincture poffeffes the vir¬ 
tues of the afafcetida itfelf; and 
may be given from ten drops to 
fifty or fixty, or more, for a dofe. 

Inftead of the rectified fpirit <f 
wine , the Edinburgh college or¬ 
ders vinous fpirit of fal ammoniac, 
and the digefiion to be performed 
in a clofe-ihut veil'd. This tinc¬ 
ture is confidered more generally 
ufeful than the other ; as the vi¬ 
nous fpirit of fal ammoniac is not 
only a more powerful menftruum 
than the rectified fpirit, but alfo 
coincides with the general virtues 
of the afafoetida. 

TINCTURA FULIGINIS. 

Tincture of foot. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Shining wood-foot, one ounce ; 
Afafoetida, half an ounce ; 
Rectified fpirit of wine, 

JProof fpirit—of each half a pound. 
Pigeft fix days, and firain. 


Fuller, in his Pharmacopoeia Po* 
meftica, has a medicine under the 
title of Hysteric tincture, n- 
milar to this, only with a little 
myrrh, which is no very material 
addition to afafoetida and loot. 
This medicine is found ferviceabR, 
not only in hyfteric cafes, but like- 
wile in other nervous diforders; 
and may be given from a tea- 
fpoonful to a common fpoonltn 
twice a day. 

TINCTURA GUAIACI AM- 
MONIATA; 

formerly 

TINCTURA GUAIACINA 
VOLAT1LIS. 

Ammomated tincture of guaiacuvi- 
Lotid. 

Take of 

The gum-refin guaiacum, fon f 
ounces ; 

Compound fpirit of ammoniac* 
a pint and a half. 

Pigeft, in a veffel clofe-ftopt, f° r 
three days, and firain. 

This is a very elegant and effj' 
cacious tinfture ; the volatile fpi rlt 
excellently diffolving the gum, and* 
at the fame time, promoting lts 
medicinal virtue. In rheum ^ 
cafes , a tea-fpoonful taken every 
morning and evening in any con¬ 
venient vehicle, has proved of fi 11 * 
gular fervice. 

ELIXIR GUAlACINUM VO¬ 
LATILE. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Gum guaiacum, four ounces; 
Balfam of Peru, two drams; 
Pifiilled oil of faffafras, half 
dram ; 

Vinous fpirit, of fal ammoniac* 
pound and a half. . 

Macerate in a clofe veffel fo r 1 
days, and firain. 

The preference has been g l ^ e ]a 
to this over that of the E° n . ; t 
Pharmacopoeia ; as the vinous fp 1 !" 
of this is iefs acrimonious than 
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of the other, and the 
dition of the balfam of Peru 
oil of faflafras increafes the 
P^ r nianence of its operation as a 
S^neral ftimulant, and makes it a 
ll0 ^ powerful diaphoretic. 

tinctura GALBANI. 

Tincture of galbanum. 

, bond.' 

lake of 

Galbanum, cut into fmall pieces, 
two ounces ; 

jy r °of fpirit of wine, two pints, 
with a gentle heat for eight 
and ftrain. 

e{l ^Ibanum is one of the ftrong- 
i f the foetid gums, and though 
ahf :i( ^ ve 5 tt is much lets difagree- 
th -6 ^ an the afafoetida. Hence 
U ls tinfture in cures of hyfteria, 
^encies, and t he afthmatic 
f ^P^ints of old people, may be 
fppfully employed, where a 
r er . an tifpafmodic is immediately 
t lQ C | ll ' re ^ ; and where patients can- 
^ bear the afafoetida, this may be 
e !7 P ro P er fuccedaneum. 
TINCTURA JALAPII. 

Tincture of jalap. 

Takeof Lond - 

^ a P root, powdered, eight 
p °' J nces ; 

fpirit of wine, two pints. 
5 **» with a gentle heat, for eight 
fe TOd drain. ' 
jv,j| , us tindture is an ufeful and 
h e ,- e purgative, the menftruum 
o fth e *>Pi°yed taking up fo much 
g r ; . e gummy parts, as corrects the 
is J ( l Ua ^ty with which the refin 
felf ^'ded. It may be taken by it- 
lQlTl a dram to half an ounce ; 


c atho° ; ^ in f'ualler quantity with 
Tuxt ^fufions, or the like. 

iNc TURA TALAPPJE. 

Tmfiure oj jalap. 

Taj,- c Edinb. 

j of 

P root, in coarfe powder. 
c nree ounces; 


Proof fpirit, fifteen ounces. 
Digeft for eight days, and ftrain. 

Redtified fpirit of wine was for¬ 
merly ordered for the preparation 
of this tindture ; but redtified fpi¬ 
rit, difTolving little more than the 
pure refinous parts of the jalap, 
rendered the ufe of the medicine 
fomewhat lefs commodious than 
that of the tindture prepared with 
proof fpirit. Mod of the tindlures 
made in redtified fpirit, diluted 
with water fo as to be fit for taking, 
form a turbid white mixture : many 
of them are fafely taken in' this 
form, without any further addition; 
but the cathartic ones are never to 
be ventured on without an admix¬ 
ture of fyrup or mucilage to keep 
the refin united with the liquor ; 
for if it feparates, in its pure undi¬ 
vided ftate, it never fails to pro¬ 
duce violent gripes. , 

Some have preferred to the tinc¬ 
ture of jalap a folution in fpirit of 
■wine of a known quantity of the 
refin extradted from the root; and 
obferve, that this folution is more 
certain in ftrength than any tinc¬ 
ture that can be drawn from the 
root diredtly. For, as the purgative 
virtue of jalap refides in its refin, 
and as all jalap appears, from ex¬ 
periment, not to be equally refi¬ 
nous, fome forts yielding five, and 
others not three, ounces of refin 
from fixteen, it follows, that, al¬ 
though the root be always taken in 
the fame proportion as the men* 
firuum, and the menftruum always 
of the fame ftrengtb, it may never- 
theiefs, according to the degree of 
goodnefs of the jalap, be impreg¬ 
nated with different quantities of 
refin, and confequently prove dif¬ 
ferent in degree of efficacy. Though 
this objedtion againft the tindture 
does not reach fo far as fome feem 
to fuppofe, it certainly behoves the 
apothecary to be careful in the 
choice of the root. The inferior 
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forts may be employed for making 
the rcfina jalapii, which they yield 
in as great perfection, though not 
in fo large quantity, as the beft. 
Neumann thinks even the worm- 
eateh jalap as good for that purpofe 
as anv other. 

TINCTURA CATECHU; 

, formerly 

TINCTURA JAPONIC A. 
TinSlure of catechu. 

Lond. 

Take of 

japan earth, three ounces; 
Cinnamon, two ounces ; 

Proof fpirit of wine, two pints. 
Digeft for three days, and {train. 

To the fame ingredientsthe Edin¬ 
burgh college orders two pounds 
and a half of proof fpirit. 

The cinnamon here is a very ufe- 
ful addition,to the Japan earth, not 
only as it warms the ftomach, &c. 
but likewife as it improves the 
roughnefs and aftringency of the 
other. 

TINCTURA E KINO. 

Tmclure of gum kino. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Gum kino, two ounces; 

Proof fpirit, one pound and a 
half. 

Digefl: eight days, and {train. 

■ Thefe tinctures are of fervice 
in all kinds of defluxions, catarrhs , 
loofeneffes , uterine fluors , and fimilar 
diforders, where mild aftringent 
medicines are indicated. Two or 
three tea-fpoonfuls may be taken 
every now and then, in red wine 
or any other proper vehicle. This 
feems to be one of the beft forms 
in which the kino can be exhibit¬ 
ed, in obftinate diarrhoeas, and in 
cafes of Iienteria. 

TINCTURA LAC CUE. 

linMure of %um lac. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Gum-lac, powdered, an ounce; 


Myrrh, powdered, three drams; 
Spirit of fcurvy-grafs, a pint and 
a half. 

Digeft in a far.d-heat for fix days: 
after which {train off the tincture. 
This tindure is principally em¬ 
ployed for flrengthmbig the. gjnnh 
and in bleedings and fcorbutic exui- 
cerations of them : it may be fitted 
for fife in thefe intentions, by mix¬ 
ing it with honey of rofes, or the 
like. Some recommend it inter¬ 
nally againfl fcorbutic complaints , and 
as a corroborant in gleets, female weak" 


nejfes , &c. Its warmth, pungency* 
and manifeflly aftringent bitteri 
tnfte, point out its virtues in thefe 
cafes to be considerable, though 
common practice, among us, ha s 
not vet received it. 


TINCTURA FERRI AMMO' 


NIACALIS. 

flTihdlure of ammoniacal iron. 
Take of 

Ammoniacal iron, four ounces > 
Proof fpirit of wine, one pint. 
Digeft, and {train. 
TINCTURAFERRIMURIATI? 

fortnerly 

TINCTURA MARTIS IN SPl' 
RITIJ SALIS. 


Tmdlure of muriated iron. 

Take of 

The ruft of iron, half a pound > 
Muriatic acid, three pounds ; 
Rectified fpirit of wine, th* ee 
pints. 

Pour the muriatj^ acid upon th e 
ruft of iron, m a glafs vefien 
and fhake the mixture occafiot 1 " 
ally during three days ; fet it 
thatthe fceculencies may fubfidei 
then pour off the liquor; evapo¬ 
rate to a pint; and when col«> 
add the fpirit. 

TINCTURA FERRI. 

Tincture of iron. 

Edin. \ 

Take of 

Purified Rales of iron, power¬ 
ed, three ounces; 
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ui'iatlc acid, a quantity fuf- 
jv. ^ c ' e nt to difiblve the powder, 
with a mild heat, and add 
re <ftified fpirit of wine as much 
, as will make tpe whole two 
P°unds and a half. 

All the tinChires of iron are no 
'her than real folutions of the me- 
\v' * n a cids, and combined 

u b vinous fpirits. The three 
o n ftures, here directed, differ from 
a n . e an oiher only in ftrength, the 
j s Cu J being the fame in all: the firft 
hie weakeft, and the fecond the 
ro .»geft. In a former Pharmaco- 
°eia there was a tinCture from the 
lj. a ^ e . r which remains after the fub- 
^•h.ati°n of the martial flowers; 

nic h, though it appears to be a 
rL°n 0ne > is now expunged as fil¬ 
ed H°^ S ' have recommend- 

^ dulcified fpirit of nitre as a men- 
diir Urn ’ bnt though this r#uiily 
it r^f es the metal, it does not keep 
0n j ll ^P en ded. The muriatic is the 
. y acid that can be employed for 
hl *Pcr po fe. ' 

■^11 thefe tinCtures are greatly 
‘Crable to the calces or croci of 
(i n ’ as being not only more fpee- 
the > ' ° Ui: hkewife more certain in 
f 0 lr °P e ration : the fecond, in 
j n I Tl ~. Ca hes, paffes off through the 
tube with little effect ; 
$■ hd the tinCturEs fcarce ever fail, 
of 'j 1 te . n t0 twenty drops of either 
or tK t,n< ^ ures may be taken two 
Vel * t'mes a day, in any proper 
v ifal-> t ^* oll §b it is feldom ad- 
tljA to extend the dole fo far as 
in a * t be quantities, efpecially 
r iat[ e ^ ar ^ t0 t b e tincture in mu- 
ft* ac ’*d, which is exceedingly 
the iron. 

p{j ar 6 ti»dfure of the Edinburgh 
ed as n Y Co h ceia ’ s by fome confider- 
fcaL tae ^ e ft compofition; for the 
§i V in arC ^ u PP°hsd to be fitter for 
^ a P ro P e r falution than the 
atj c ’ tb e ftrength of the muri- 
acic * is fo variable, that the 


quantity is left to the judgment of 
the operator. A pretty accurate 
criterion may be.formed of the fa- 
turation by the fluid : if the acid 
fliould be fuperabundant, the folu- 
tion is of a green colour ; if fully 
faturated with the iron, of a readifh 
or yellow colour : fometimes it may 
be of an inky colour, but that hap¬ 
pens when the rectified fpirit has 
been impregnated with the aftrin- 
gent matter of the oak calk. 

TINCTURA HELLEBORI 
NIGRI i 
formerly 

TINCTURA MELAMPODII, 

Tin Slure of Hack hellebore. 

Land, and Edinb. 

'Take of 

Black hellebore, coarfely pow¬ 
dered, four ounces; 

Cochineal, two fcruples; 

Proof fpirit of wine, two pints. 
Digeft with a gentle heat for eight 

days, and ft rain. 

The Edinburgh college ufes only 
half a dram of cochineal , but orders 
two pounds and a half of proof 
fpirit, and after digeftion the tinc¬ 
ture to be filtered. 

This is perhaps the beft prepa¬ 
ration of hellebore, when deflgn- 
ed for an alterative, the menftru- 
um here employed extracting the 
whole of its virtues. It has been 
found, from experience, particular¬ 
ly ferviccable in uterine obJlruSlions : 
in J'anguine confutations , where cha- 
lybeates are hurtful, it feldom fails 
of exciting the mcnftrual evacuations , 
and removing tbe ill confequefices of 
their fupprejfon. So great is the 
power of this medicine, that when¬ 
ever, from an ill conformation of 
the parts, or other caufes, the ex¬ 
pected difeharge does not fucceed 
tipon the ufe of it, the blood, as 
L>r, Mead has obferved, is fo forci¬ 
bly propelled, as to make its way r 
through other pafiages. A tea- 
fpoonful of the tinCiure may be 
Y 3 
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taken twice in a day, in warm wa¬ 
ter, or any other convenient vehi- 
clc. 

* TINCTURA MOSCHI. 

Tinhlure of mujk. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Mulk, two drams ; 

Rectified fpirit of wine, one 
pound. 

Diged for ten days, and drain. 

See the article Moschus in the 
Materia Medica. 
TINCTURA MYRRfLE. 

Tincture of myrrh. 

Land, 

Take of 

Myrrh, bruifed, three ounces; 
Proof fpirit of wine, a pint and 
a half; 

Rectified fpirit of wine, half a 
pint. 

After due digedion, ftrain off the 
tinCture. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Myrrh, three ounces ; 

Rectified fpirit of wine, two 
pounds and a half. 

Diged ten days, and drain off the 
tinCture. 

The pharmaceutical writers in 
general have been of opinion, that 
no good tinCture can be drawn 
from myrrh by fpirit of wine alone, 
without the affiftance of fixt alka¬ 
line falts. But it appears from 
proper experiments, that thefe falts 
only heighten the colour of the tinc¬ 
ture, without enabling the men- 
flruum to diffolve any more than it 
would by itfelf. Rectified fpirit 
extracts, without any addition, all 
that part of the myrrh in which 
its peculiar fmell and tade refide, 
viz. the refin : and proof fpirit dil- 
folves almod the whole drug, ex¬ 
cept its impurities. 

TinCture of myrrh is recom¬ 
mended internally for warming the 
habit } attenuating vij'cid juices t 
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frengtliening the folids , opening oh- 
JiruSlions , particularly thofe of the ute¬ 
rine vejfels, and reffing putrefaSlion. 
Boerhaave greatiy edeems ft in all 
languid cafes, proceeding from fitri¬ 
ple inactivity ; in thofe female dif- 
orders which are occafioned by an 
aqueous , mucous , fuggifi indifpoftioi'- 
of the humours , and a relaxation of 
the vejfels ; in the fuor albus, and all 
difcafes arifng from a like caufe • 
The dofe is from fifteen drops to 
forty or more. The medicine may 
doubtlefs be given in thefe caies 
to advantage ; though with us it 
is more commonly ufed externally, 
for cleanfng foul ulcers , and pro¬ 
moting the exfoliation of carious bones . 

TINCTURA MYRRHAL ET 
ALOES. 

Tin Bure of myrrh and aloes. 
Lond. 

Take of 

Myrrh, in powder, one ounce 
and a half; 

Hepatic aloes, in powder, one 
ounce ; 

Rectified fpirit of wine, two 
pints ; 

Diged in a fand-heat for fix days, 
and then let the tinCture be 
drained off. ~ 

This tinCture is employed orfiy 
in chirurgical dreffings, for cleanfng 
foul ulcers , refraining the progrefs oj 
gangrenes, &c. in which intention 
the aloes is an ufeful addition to the 
myrrh. The hepatic aloes is reck¬ 
oned more effectual for thefe pur- 
poles than the finer Socotorine. 
TINCTURA OPII. 

Tincture of opium. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Hard purified opium, powdered) 
ten drams; \ 

Proof fpirit of wine, one pint. 
Diged for ten days, and drain. 
This is an improvement upon 

the old TinCtura Thebaica, mad^ 

with wine j twenty drops of vvhic 1 
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contained about one grain of o- 
piurn. 

.Of two ounces of hrained o- 
a pint of white wine dif- 
lolves not quite one ounce; but 
proof fpirit diffolves nearly the 
J^hole. Proof fpirit muff therefore 
be the proper menftruura for hrain- 
ec ' opium : for though the propor- 
ti°n^ of opium is two ounces to 
L pint of wine in the Tinftura 
*• oebaica, or Vinum Opii, and only 
drams in the Tin&ura Opii to 
j* e fame quantity of proof fpirit, 
. e ftrength of the Tin6tura Opii 
** n ot lefs, but rather greater, than 
that of the Tintftura Thebaica. 

The tinfture is given in dofes 
r °rn ten to twenty drops or more. 

TINCTU'RA OPII; 


T vulgo 

r L AUDANUM LlQlJIDUM. 

ln fturc of opium , commonly called 
liquid laudanum . 

•>, , Edinb . 

r *ke of 

^pium, two ounces ; 
spirituous cinnamon water, one 
jy Pound and a half. 

four days, and filter. 

0 .his is a very elegant liquid 
P )? ‘te, tlie menftruum diffolving 
o eail .v the whole fubftance of the 
.jP’oin, and effe&ually covering its 
flavour. The proportion of 
jj^'^hrmnn isfomewhat larger than 
f c ■, v inous tinfture formerly de- 
to ~? e< ^ : 0ne g ra * n °h opium goes 
Uir ° Ut twenty drops of that tinc- 
Ve e | aiK ^ twenty-five of this : ne- 
j^^helefs, as there appears to be 
t' na le . the opium diffolved here 
PofTili 1 t ^ le ot her, this tincture may 
I t be the ftronget* of the two. 
w er e r eto _be wiflied that the fhops 
in , e tnrniflied with a liquid opiate, 
f tr llc h the proportion of men- 
t 0 T 11 was ftill much larger, fo as 
ttiin the dofe being deter- 

t^eth i ^ weight or meafure ; the 
°d by drops feeming too 


precarious for a medicine of fo pow¬ 
erful a kind. The following prepa¬ 
ration is contrived with this view. 
Take of 

Thebaic extraft, half a dram ; 
Highly-reftificd fpirit of wine, 
called alcohol, ten ounces ; 
Simple cinnamon water, twenty 
ounces. 

Digeft them together until the 
opium is diffolved, and then fil¬ 
ter the folution through paper. 
This preparation I apprehend to 
be free from all the inconvenien- 
cies attending the common opiate 
tin&ures. The menftruum dif- 
folves the whole of the opium ex¬ 
cept the impurities, and confe- 
quently the tincture is not liable 
to any uncertainty in point of 
ftrength. The dofe may be af- 
certained to the greateft exaftnefs: 
one grain of opium is contained 
in one ounce by meafure, which 
is equal nearly to feven drams by 
weight. Neither the tinftures in 
wine nor proof fpirit are fo well 
adapted for keeping, as could be 
wiflied; in long handing, a part 
of the opium is gradually thrown 
off from both, and confequently 
the tinctures become gradually 
weaker: the part which thus fe- 
parates, amounts fornetimes, as I 
have been informed, to near one- 
fourth of the quantity of opium at 
firft diffolved<; it floats on the fur- 
face of the vinous tinfture, and in 
the fpirituous firwks to the bottom. 
In the preparation here recom¬ 
mended, it has not been oblerved 
that any reparation happens. 

Inhead of the cinnamon water, 
pure water may be employed in 
the mixture; and where aroma¬ 
tic additions are wanted, either in 
a medicinal intention, or for cover¬ 
ing the ill fmell of the opium, 
any proper tincture or dihilled 
water may be exterfiporaneoufty 
joined. 

Y 4 
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TINCTURA OPII CAMPHO- 
RATA; 

formerly 

ELIXIR PAREGORICUM. 

Camphorated tin flare of opium. 
Lond. 

Take of 

Plowers of benzoin, 

Hard purified opium,-— each one 
dram ; 

Camphor, two fcruples; 

Oil of anifeeds, one dram ; 

Proof fpirit of wine, two 
pints; 

Digeft for three days, and ftrain. 

This tindture was ufually made 
with rectified fpirit of wine; but 
now with proof fpirit; as it is 
found that the latter will fufpend 
a greater proportion, than is here 
ordered, of benzoin. 

This tinfture is alfo fuppofed to 
have more effedt as an anodyne, 
than might be expected from the 
quantity of opium, compared with 
that in the Tindtura Thebaica, and 
not without reafon; as not above 
half the opium directed in the laft 
was taken up by the vinous men- 
ftruum. It is a good palliative re¬ 
medy, from one dram to two or 
three ; but fhould feldom be truft- 
ed without other remedies. 
TINCTURA OPII AMMO- 
NIATA ; 

vulgo 

ELIXIR PARAGORICUM. 

Ammoniated tin Slur e of opium. 
Edinb. 

Take of 

Flowers of benzoin, 

Englifh faffron,—of each three 
drams ; 

Opium, two drams; 

EHential oil of anifeed, half a 
dram ; 

Vinous fpirit of fal ammoniac, 
fixteen ounces. 

Digeft for four days in a clofe 
veflel, and ftrain it. 

Thefe elixirs are taken from Le 


Mort, and were originally prefcrib- 
ed under the title of Elixir 
asthmaticum, which they do not 
ill deferve. They contribute to ak 
lay the tickling which provokes fre¬ 
quent coughing; and at the fame 
time are fuppofed to open the breaft, 
and give greater libe'ty of breathings 
The opium procures fas it does by 
itfelf) a temporary relief from the 
fymptoms ; whilft the other ingre¬ 
dients tend to remove the caufe, 
and prevent their return. It is 
given to children, againft the chin- 
cough, &c. from five drops tq 
twenty ; to adults, from twenty to 
a hundred. Half an ounce by 
meafure contains about a grain of 
opium, in the London formula; but 
in that of Edinburgh the propor¬ 
tion is larger. 

TINCTURA RHABARBARI. 

Tinflure of rhubarb. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Rhubarb, fliced, two ounces; 

LelTer cardamon feeds, bruifed, 
half an ounce: 

Saffron, two drams; 

Proof fpirit of wine, two pints* 
Digeft for eight days, and ftrain. 

The College of Edinburgh orders 
three ounces of rhubarb, and two 
ppunds and a half of proof fpirit. 
TINCTURA RHABARBARI 
COMPOSITA. 

Compound tinfiure of rhubarb. 
Take of 

Rhubarb, fliced, two ounces; 

Liquorice, bruifed, halfan ounce.; 

Ginger, pow'dered, 

Saffron,—of each two drams; 

Difrilled water, one pint; 

Proof fpirit of wine, twelve 
ounces by meafure. 

Digeft for eight davs, and ftrain. 
TINCTURA RHEI AMARA* 

Bitter tinchire of rhubarb. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Rhubarb, two ounces; 
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gentian root, half an ounce; 
^rginian fnakeroot, one dram; 
* r °of fpirit, two pounds and a 
tx. h alf. 

,ig e ft feven days, and drain. 

a ^ t CTURA RHEI DULCIS. 

Sweet tincture of rhubarb. 

Edinb. 

. To two pound and a half of 
picture of rhubarb, drained, add 
our ounces of fugar-candy, and 
until the fugar is dilfolved. 

. -All the foregoing tinftures of 
o 11 J arb are defigned as Jiomaciiics 
d corroborants , as well as purga- 
] Ves ' Spirituous liquors excelient- 
f e xtradf thofe parts of the rhubarb 
jA ^’hich the two fil'd qualities re- 
and the additional-ingredients 
j 0ll fiderably promote their efficacy. 
] feaknefs of the ftomach , indigefion, 
“* u y of the intejlines , diarrhoeas , 
and other like complaints , 
f p ' Medicines are frequently of 
^ ry ice. The lecond is aifo, in 
t V ail y cafes, an ufeful addition to 
™ Peru, 


vian bark, in the cure of 
t'ic° mittents '> particularly in cachec- 
0 Lf habits, where the vifeera are 
fp tru ^ e< ^* thefe intentions, a 
^onfyi or (- wo ma y f or a 

and occafionallv repeated. 
JiNCTURA SATURNINA; 
vulgo 

*1NCTURA ANTIPHTHI- 
SICA. 

dhntiphthifcal tincture. 

Take Edinb ' 


Su 


of 


V 


gar of lead, an ounce and a 
half- 


£ u Pol of iron, onp ounce; 
ve '-tified fpirit of wine, one 


T P° u nd. 
\ a ^indtur 


heat. 

Th 


e be extracted without 


rat e i • rec ^ uc ^ n g of the falts fepa- 
i llo . ^ f ln!:o powder, and per form- 
are ^ ^e digedion without Juat , 
for if "5?” Pdodihiry circumftances : 
to b e u \ e ingredients be attempted 
' Pulverized together, they v/ill 


grow foftand almod liquid: and if 
heat be made ufe of, fifarce any 
tindture will be obtained. 

This tindture is fometimes given 
from twenty to thirty drops, for 
refraining immoderate fecretions , par¬ 
ticularly the colliquative fweats at¬ 
tending he flic fevers and phthijical 
diforders , whence the name anti- 
phthifeal tindture. It is undoubt¬ 
edly a medicine of great efficacy in 
thefe cafes, but too dangerous to be 
rafily ventured on. Some have fup- 
pofed, that it does not contain any 
of the fugar of lead ; but experi¬ 
ments, made for that purpofe, have 
fliewn it does. The London col¬ 
lege have thrown it out of the lad: 
edition of their Pharmacopoeia. 
TINCTURA SCILLTC 
Tindture of Jquills. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Squills, fredi dried, four ounces ; 

Proof fpirit of wine, two pints. 
Diged for eight days, and pour 

off the clear iiquor. 

By this mendruum the virtues of 
the fquills are fully extracted, and 
may fupply the place of the vinegar 
or oxymel of fquill, where thofe 
compounds, on account of the 
acid mendruum, may difagree with 
the domach; but certainly the 
fquill in lubdance is by much the 
mod efficacious remedy. 

TINCTURA SENUE. 

Tindture of fenna . 

Lond . 

Take of 

Raifins, doned, dxteen ounces ; 
- Senna, one pound ; 

Caraway feeds, bruifed, one 
ounce and a half; 

Leflfer cardamoms, bruifed, half 
an ounce; 

Proof fpirit of wine, one gallon. 
Diged for fourteen davs, and drain. 
TINCTURA SENTE COM- 
POSITA; 

vulgo 

ELIXIR SALUTIS. 
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Compound tinflure of Jenna , commonly 
called elixir of health. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Senna leaves, two ounces; 

Jalap root, one ounce ; 

Coriander feeds, half an ounce ; 
Proof fpirit, three pounds and 
a half. 

Digeft for feven days, and to the 
itrained liquor add four ounces 
of fugar-candy. 

Both thefe tinctures are ufeful 
carminatives and cathartics , efpe- 
ciallv to thofe who have accuHom¬ 
ed themfelves to the life of fpiritu- 
ous liquors; ,they oftentimes re¬ 
lieve flatident and colicky complaints , 
where the common cordials have 
little effedt : the dofe is from one 
to two ounces. Several prepara¬ 
tions of this kind have been offered 
to the public, under the name of 
Taffy’s elixir. The two above are 
equal to any, and fuperior to moft 
of them. The laft of thefe is a 
proper addition to caftor-oil, to 
make it fit eafy on the ftomach, 
and is much preferable to any of 
the ardent fpirits with which it is 
often given to produce that effedt. 
TINCTURA SERPENTA- 
RLT. 

Tinfture of fnakeroot. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Virginian fnakeroot, three oun¬ 
ces ; 

Proof fpirit of wine, two pints. 
Digeft without heat, and ftrain off 
the tindfure. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Virginian fnakeroot, two oun¬ 
ces ; / 

Cochineal, one drar^l; 

Proof fpirit, two pounds and a 
half. 

Digeft four days, and ftrain off. 

Jn the tindture of fnakeroot, it 
was propofed to the college to em¬ 
ploy rectified fpirit; but as the 


heat of this fpirit prevents the me¬ 
dicine from being taken in fo large 
a dofe as it might otherwife be, a 
weaker fpirit was made choice of. 
The tindture made in this men- 
ftruum, which extracts the whole 
virtues of the root, may be taken 
to the quantity of a fpoonftil or 
more every five or fix hours; 
which often operates as a ufeful 
diaphoretic. 

TINCTURA CARDAMOMI 
COMPOSITA; 

formerly 

TINCTURA STOMACHICA. 
Compound tinflure of cardamoms. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Raifins, ftoned, four ounces ; 
Cinnamon, bruifed, half an 
ounce ; 

Caraway feeds, 

Leffer cardamoms, hulked, 
Cochineal, powdered,—of each 
two drams; 

Proof fpirit of wine, two pints. 
Digeft for fourteen davs and ftrain 
off. 

This is a moderately warm fto- 
machic tindture, much more plea- 
fant than the usquebaugh of our 
former Pharmacopoeias. It may be 
taken, without any vehicle, to half 
an ounce or an ounce, though of' 
tener ufed in mixtures. 

TINCTURA SUCCINI. 
Tinclure of amber. 

Take of 

Yellow amber, pounded, one 
ounce; 

Vitriolic aether, four ounces. 
Digeft for three days, in a veftel 
accurately clofed, fhaking the 
veftel frequently ; and afterwards 
filter the tindture. 

The amber was formerly dd* 
folved in fpirits of wine; but the 
aether forms a more elegant and 
adtive tindture, more perfectly d»' 
folves the amber, and may be con- 
fidered as one of the moft va ' 
luable preparations of that con- 
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5 re te. It has been recommended 
j n a variety of affections, particu- 
. r y °f the nervous kind, as hyfte- 
^oal and epileptic complaints. Its 
‘dofe from a few drops to a tea- 
Jpoonful in a glafs of wine or any 
other fimilar vehicle. 

TINCTURA sudorifica. 

_ Sudorific tinfture. 

T ake of 

Virginian fnakeroot, fix drams; 
Cochineal, 

Englifh faffron,—eaah two drams; 
Opium, onefcruple; 

Spirit of Mindererus, one pint. 
Eigeft them together in a gentle 
heat for three days, and then 
Pafs the tinCture through a 
Erainer. 

This compofition is an ejficaci~ 
° Us Sudorific; the ingredients being 
°f the moft powerful kind, and the 
Ipenffruum not only extracting 
,°fe parts of them in which their 
l^tues confift, but co-operating 
tfongly in the fame intention. 
r °m cochineal nothing more is 
e *PeCted than to furnifli an agree- 
a hle colour to the tinCture. Half 
ounce of the tinCture, by mea- 
Ur p» contains five eighths of a 
of opium. 

TINCTURA ANTIMQNII. 

Tincture of antimony. 
m , Edinb. 

Aa ke 0 f 

■^•otimonv, in powder, four 
ounces; 

^ a ‘t of tartar, fix ounces ; 
Rectified fpirit of wine, two 

?vf Pints - 

lx the antimony with the fait of 
tar *ar, and injeCt them by little 
a ud little into a crucible placed 
ln a ftrong . fire. The mixture 
rtle lts thin, and is to be conti- 
^t>ed in this ftate for half an 
°ur; after which, it is to be 
P°Ured out into a hot and .dry 
mortar * Powder the mais 
ll 'e hot, put it into a heated 
la t r afs, and pour thereon the 


fpirit. Digeft them together, 
for three days, in a gentle heat 
of fand; and then decant the 
tinCture. 

In thefe proceffes, the alkaline 
fait unites with the fulphur of the 
antimony into a hepar; which 
communicates to the fpirit a tinc¬ 
ture of a gold colour. This anti- 
monial tinCture is fuppofed to con¬ 
tain likewife fome of the reoniline 
parts of the mineral, and is faid to 
have fometimes provoked a puke 
when taken on an empty ftomacb, 
even in a fmall dofe. It ffands re¬ 
commended, in dofes of from ten 
to fixty drops or more, as a deob~ 
Jlruent, promoter of urine , and a pu~ 
rificr of the blood ; but probably the 
VINUM EX ANTIMONIA TART A- 

eisato will anfwer equally every 
purpofe. 

TINCTURA BALSAMI TO- 
LUTANI. 

Tincture of half am of Tolu. 

Lond. and Edinb. 

Take of 

Ballam of Tolu, an ounce and 
a half; 

Rectified fpirit of wine, a 
pint. 

Digeft in a fand heat, until the bal¬ 
lam is diffolved : arid then ftrain 
the tinCture. 

This is the fame in both the 
London and Edinburgh Pharma¬ 
copoeias, except in the title*. In the 
latter, the tinCture is named Tine - 
tura Tolutana, 

This folution of balfam of Tolu 
poffefles all the virtues of the bal¬ 
fam itfelf. It may be taken inter¬ 
nally, in the feveral intentions for 
which this valuable balfam is pro¬ 
per, to the quantity of a tea-fooon- 
ful or two, in any convenient ve¬ 
hicle. Mixed with the plain fyrup 
of fugar, it forms an elegant bal- 
famic fyrup. See Balsamum To- 
.iutanum in the Materia Medica. 
TINCTURA VALERIANA. 

Tincture of valerian. 
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Land. 

Take of 

Wild valerian root, in coarfe 
powder, four ounces; 

Proof fpirit of wine, two.pints. 
Digeft with a gentle heat for eight 
days, and drain. 

The valerian root ought to be 
reduced into fine powder, other- 
wife the fpirit will not fufficientiy 
extra# its virtues, The tin#ure 
proves of a deep colour, and con- 
fiderably ftrong of the valerian; 
though it has not been found to 
anfwer fo well in the cure of epi¬ 
leptic diforders, as the root in fub- 
llance exhibited in the form of 
powder or bolus. The dofe of the 
tin#ure is, from half a fpoonful to 
a fpoonful or more, two or three 
times a day. 

TINCTURA VALERIANA 
AMMONIATA; 

formerly 

TINCTURA VALERI ANAL 
VOL ATI LIS. 

Jlmmomated tinllure of valerian. 
Lond. 

Take of 

Wild valerian root, coarfely 
powdered, four ounces; 
Compound fpirit of ammonia, 
two pints. 

Digeft for eight days in a velfel 
clofelv ftopt, and (train. 
TINCTURA VALERIANA 
VOL ATI LIS. 

Volatile tincture, of Valeria?:. 

Ed ini?. 

Take of 

Wild valerian root, two ounces; 
Vinous fpirit of fal ammoniac, 
one pound. 

Macerate for fix days in a clofe 
vefiel, and drain. 

The menftrua ufed in both ihefe 
tin#ures are each of them con- 
fidered as excellently well calculated 
to extra# the qualities; and, at the 
fame time, conuder-ably promote 
the virtues of the valerian, which 
in foine cafes wants an affiftance 


of this kind. The dofe may be a 
tea-fpoonful or two. 

TINCTURA ZINZIBERIS. 

Tinllure of ginger. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Ginger, powdered, two ounces ; 
Proof fpirit of wine, two pints. 
Digeft with, a gentle heat, for eight 
days, and drain. 

This is a warm ftimulant tinc¬ 
ture ; and where the qualities of the 
ginger are wanted to be thrown 
into the habit in a liquid form, this 
will anfwer the defired purpofe. 
TINCTURA VERATRI. 

Tml'ture of verat?u??i , or white 
hellebore. 

Lond. 

Take of 

White hellebore root, eight 
ounces; 

Proof fpirit, two pounds and a 
half. 

Pigeft them together for ten days* 
and filter the tinfture through 

PU' er -. . . 

This tin#ure is fometimes uien 
for acuating cathartics , &c. and as 
an emetic in apoplectic and ?naniacal 
df.for.ders. It may like wife be fa 
managed as to prove a powerful al~ 
terative and deolflruent , in cafes 
where milder remedies have little 
effe#. But a great deal of caution 
is requifite in its ufc. The dofe* 
at fir it, ought to be only a fe'V 
drops; if confiderable, its proves 
violently emetic or cathartic. 
ELIXIR GUAIACINUM. 
Elixir of guaiacum. 

Mdinh, 

Take of 

Gum guaiacum, one pound ; 
Balfam of Peru, three drams ; 
Re#ified fpirit of wine, t vV ° 
pounds and a half. 

Digeft for ten days, and ftta irl 
off. 

This compofition and the othe 1 
tin#ures of the fame gum are me¬ 
dicines of great efficacy, and cap a " 
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hie of answering many ufeful pur- 
Pofes. They warm and Jlrengthen 
2 f and promote mfe'njible per- 

Jpiration. Twenty or thirty drops 
rnay be taken two or three times a 
or oftener, iu any proper ve- 
Oicle, in rheumatic complaints , cuta- 
ne °us defoliations , &c. particularly 
M r here the patient is of a cold 
phlegmatic temperament, and the 
jolids weak and relaxed. In hot, 
.’hons conftitutions, and tenfity or 
ftgidity of the vefTels, like other 
Emulating medicines, they are evi- 
dentlv improper. 

TINCTURA benzois com- 
POSIT A ; 

formerly 

balsamum traumati- 
CUM, 

Compound tincture of benzoin. 

^ Land. 

Bake of 

Benzoin, three ounces ; 
htorax, drained, two ounces; 
Balfam of Tolu, one ounce; 
Socotorine aloes, half an ounce ; 
Re&ified fpi rit of wine, two 

Tv pint ?- 

with a gentle heat for three 
days, and ft rain. 

^ Edinb. 

1 ake of 

Benzoin, powdered, three oun¬ 
ces; 

Ballam of Peru, two ounces; 
Hepatic aloes, in powder, half 
an ounce ; 

Rectified fpirit of wine, two 
IV Pints. ' \ 

‘S e ft them in a fand-heat, for the 
‘pace of three days ; and then 
‘h'ain the balfam. 

jj. Bhefe two tinctures formerly 
‘°°d hicrhly recommended as in- 


^, l . na l and external applications. 
1e y were exhibited internally 


for 

m 'f arniln K ant ~ ftrengthening the flo- 
c - t 1 a °d intejiines , expelling Jiatulen- 
fe T ’ acii relieving colicky complaints — a 
Qr u drops given for a dofe, in wine, 
an y other convenient vehicle; 


—-externally, for cleanfng and 
healing ulcers and wounds, difcujjing 
cold tumors , allaying gouts, and rheu¬ 
matic and other old pains and aches , 
and were applied cold on the part 
with a feather. At prefent they are 
chiefly employed in cafes of re¬ 
cent wounds to flop haemorrhages, 
and heal by the firft intention, as 
it is termed in the language of 
furgery. 

' ELIXIR ALOES ; 

vulgo 

ELIXIR PROPRIETATIS. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Myrrh, in powder, two ounces; 
Rectified fpirit of wine, 

Proof fpirit, — of each one 
pound. 

Digeft for four days, and add 
Socotorine aloes, powdered, one 
ounce and a half; 

Englifh faffron, one ounce. 

Digelt for two days more, and, 
when it is fettled, pour it off. 
This is the elixir proprietatis of 
Paracelfus, improved with regard 
to the manner of preparation. 

This medicine is greatly recom¬ 
mended, and not undefbrvedly, as 
a vs arm Jlimulant and aperient. It 
freiigthens the fomacli and other -vif- 
cera , cleanfes the firf paffages from 
tenacious phlegm, and promotes the 
natural fecretions in general. Its con¬ 
tinued ufe has frequently done fer- 
vice in cache flic and iftcric cafes , 
uterine obf rudliohs , and ftnilar dif- 
orders; particularly in cold, pate, 
phlegmatic habits. Where the pa¬ 
tient is of a hot , bilious confiitution , 
and florid complexion , this warm fti- 
mularing medicine is lefs proper, 
and ibmetimes prejudicial. The 
dofe may be from twenty drops to 
a tea-fpoonrfnl or more, two or three 
times a day, according to the pur- 
pofes which it is intended to an- 
fwer. 

ELIXIR PROPRIETATIS 
VITRIOLICUM. 
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Edinb. 

Take of 
Myrrh, 

Socotorine aloes,—of each an 
ounce and a half; 

Englilh faffron, one ounce; 
Dulcified lpirit of vitriol, one 
pound. 

Digeft the myrrh with the fjpirit, in 
a well-flopped vial, four days; 
then add the faffron and aloes. 
Digeft them again for four days 
more; and when the feces have 
fubfided, pour off the elixir. 
Here the dulcified fpirit of vi¬ 
triol is very judicioufly fubflituted 
for the fpirit of fulphur, ordered in 
other books of pharmacy to be add¬ 
ed to the foregoing preparation: 
for that flrong acid precipitates 
from the liquor great part of what 
it had before taken up from the 
other ingredients; whereas, when 
the acid is previoufiy combined 
with the vinous fpirit, and thereby 
dulcified, as it is called, it does not 
impede its diflolving power. This 
elixjr poflefles the general virtues 
of the preceding, and is, in virtue 
of the menftruum, perferred to it in 
in hot conflitutions, and weaknefles 
of the ftomach. See Elixir vitrioli. 
ELIXIR VITRIOLI ACIDUM. 
Acid elixir of vitriol. 

Edinb, 

Take of 

Reftified fpirit of wine, two 
pounds; 

Drop into it, by degrees, fix 
ounces of the vitriolic acid. 
Digeft the mixture in a very gentle 
heat, in a clofe vefiel, for three 
days. 

Then add of 

Cinnamon, one ounce and a half; 
Ginger, one ounce. 

Digeft again in a clofe vefiel for fix 
. clays; and then filter through pa¬ 
per in a glais funnel. 

The intention in this procefs is, 
to obtain a tinfture of aromatic ve¬ 
getables, in lpirit of wine, com¬ 


bined with a confiderable propor¬ 
tion of vitriolic acid. When the 
tin&ure is firft drawn with vinous 
fpiiits, and the acid added after¬ 
wards, the acid precipitates great 
part of what the fpirit had before 
taken up: and, on the other hand, 
when the acid is mixed with the fpi¬ 
rit immediately before the extrac¬ 
tion, it prevents the diflolution of 
all that it would have precipitated 
by the former way of treatment. 
By previoufiy uniting the acid and 
the vinous fpirit together by digef- 
tion, as in this procefs, the incon¬ 
venience is fomewhat lefiened. 

All thefe coinpofitions are valu¬ 
able medicines in vjeakntfs and re¬ 
laxations of the ftomach^ and decays of 
confutation , particularly in thole 
which proceed from irregularities, 
which are accompanied with flow 
febrile fymptoms, or which fol¬ 
low the fupprelfion of intermit- 
tents. They have frequently taken 
place after bitters and aromatics, 
by themfelves, had availed no¬ 
thing : and, indeed, great part of 
their virtue depends on the vitriolic 
acid; which, barely diluted with 
water, has, in thefe cafes, where 
the ftomach could bear the acidity, 
produced happy effects. 

Fuller relates (in his Medicina 
Gymnaftica) that he was recovered, 
by Mynficht’s elixir, from an ex¬ 
treme decay of conftitution, and 
continual Teachings to vomit. They 
may all be given from ten to thirty 
or forty drops, or more, according 
to the quantity of acid, twice or 
thrice a day, at fu,ch times as the 
ftomach is moft empty. 

The London College have omit" 
ted this elixir in their Pharmaco¬ 
poeia ; fuppofing every advantage 
may be gained equally by the adtru- 
niftration of the Acidum vitri* 

OLI DILUTUM. 

ELIXIR VITRIOLI DULCE. 

Sweet elixir of vitriol* 

Editib. 
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^ake of the 

Aromatic tin&ure, one pint; 
Dulcified fpirit of vitriol, eight 
> ounces by weight. 

«ix them together. 

This is defigned for perfons 
‘T’jhofe fomach is too weak to bear the 
foregoing acid elixir. To the tafte 
" is gratefully aromatic, without 
a "v perceptible acidity. The dul- 
Cl fied fpirit of vitriol, here direfted, 
°ccafions little or no precipitation 
'Ton adding it to the tinefture. 

A medicine of this kind was for¬ 
merly in great efteem, under the title 

VlGANl’s VOLATILE ELIXIR OF 

V tTR iol ; the compofition of 
Xv hich was firft communicated to 
public in the Pharmacopoeia rc- 
f° r »iata. It is prepared by digeft- 
fome volatile fpirit of vitriol 
|'pon a fmali quantity of mint- 
eav es curioufly dried, till the li- 
S"or has acquired a fine green co- 
°ur. If the fpirit, as it frequently 
partakes too much of the acid, 
f " is colour will not fucceed: in 
u "h cafe it fliould be rectified from 
? httle fixt alkaline fait. The mint 
rnofr commodioufly fufpended in 
" c fpirit in a fine linen cloth: this 
Prevents the neceffity of filtration, 
"ring which the more volatile 
P^rts would exhale. 

^XCTURA SABINA COM- 
POSITA; 

>j T formerly 

ELIXIR MYARHyE COMPOSI- 


TUM. 

Compound tindlure of favin . 

T Load. 

a ke of 

Dxtracfft of favin, one ounce ; 
i infture of caftor, one pint; 
ry Pinjure of myrrh, half a pint. 
TfT, until the extract of favin is 
diilolved; then ftrain. 

A his preparation is a medicine of 
&reat importance in uterine objlruc- 
th in hypochondriacal cafes ; 

°ngh, polfibly, means might be 
"strived of fuperadding more ef¬ 


fectually the virtues of favin to a 
tincture of myrrh and caftor. It may 
be given from five drops to twenty 
or thirty, or more, in pennyroyal 
water, or any other Ratable vehicle. 
TINCTURA RHEI CUM 
ALOE ; 

viil^o 

ELIXIR SACRUM. 

Tincture of rhubarb with aloes ; com-' 
monly called Sacred elixir. 

Edinb, 

Take of 

Rhubarb, ten drams; 

Socotorine aloes, fix drams ; 
Lefter cardamom feeds, half a 
ounce; 

Proof fpirit, two pounds and a 
half. 

Digefi: for feven days, and train off 
the elixir. 

SPIRITUS VINOSUS CAM- 
PHORATUS. 

Campljorated fpirit of wine. 

Land. 

Take of 

Camphor, four ounces ; 
Rectified fpirit of wine, two pints. 
Mix, that the camphor may be dif- 
folved. • ' " 

This folution of camphor is em¬ 
ployed chietly for external ufes, 
againft rheumatic pains , paralytic 
numbnejfcs , inft animations, for- dif- 
cujfng tumors , preventing gangrenes , 
or refraining their prog ref's. It is too 
pungent to be exhibited internally, 
even when diluted, nor does the di¬ 
lution fuoceed well; for on the ad¬ 
mixture of aqueous liquors, the 
camphor gradually feparates anff 
runs together in little mates. 

Hoffman, Rothen, and others, 
mention a camphorated fpirit not 
fubjefit to this inconvenience. It 
is prepared by grinding the cam¬ 
phor with fomewhat more than an 
equal weight of fixt alkaline fait, 
then adding a proper quantity of 
proof fpirit, and drawing off one 
half of it by diftillation. This fpi¬ 
rit was prppofed to be received into 
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the Pharmacopoeia, under the title 
of SpIRITUS CAMPHOR,*E TARTA- 

rizatus. But upon trial it did 
not anfwer expectation ; fome of 
the camphor riles with the l'pirit in 
diltillation, though but a fmall 
quantity; whence, mixed with a 
large portion of water, it does not 
fenlibly render it turbid : but in a 
proper quantity it exhibits the fame 
appearance as the more common 
camphorated lpirit. It did not ap¬ 
pear, that fpirit diftiiled from cam¬ 
phor, with or without the alkaline 
fait, differed at all in this refpeCt. 

The moft convenient method of 
uniting camphor with aqueous li¬ 
quors, for internal ufe, feems to 
be by the mediation of almonds, 
or of mucilages. Triturated with 
thefe, it readily mingles with water 
into the form of an emulfion, at 
the fame time that its pungency is 
confiderably abated. It may alfo 
be commodiouOy exhibited in the 
form of an oily draught, expreffed 
oils totallv diffolving it. 

Ti NCTURA BENZOIKI. 

Tinciui e of benzoin. 

Take of 

Benzoih* Four ounces; 

Rectified fpirit of wine, one pint. 
Digeft them together in a fand-heat 
for three or four days, and then 
decant off the tinCture. 

This tinCture ftands recommend¬ 
ed in ajihmas , and other diforders of 
the fangs, in dofes of from twenty 
to fixty or fevertty drops. It has, 
however, been principally made ufe 
cfexternally^ as a cbfmet icfor cleanfnig 
and fmoothing the Jhin. For thefe 
purposes it is mixed with a large 
portion of water, when it forms a 
white liquor called Lac virginis. 
If this be buffer fed to reft for fome 
time, the benzoin precipitates, in 
form of a white magiftery (of a ve¬ 
ry pleafant fmell, and not difagree- 
alfie taite), which in the Branden- 
burgh Pharmacopoeia is preferred 
to the flowers of benzoin, as being 


free from tl e empyreumatic flavour 
with which thefe are generally at¬ 
tended. It is, however* of a differ* 
ent nature from the flou r ers, bein# 
no other than the benzoin in its 
whole fubftance ; whereas the flow¬ 
ers are a diftinCt part of it, not re- 
finous, like the reft of the mafs, 
but rather, as we {hall fee here¬ 
after, of the faline kind. The pre¬ 
cipitation is directed to be madfc 
with rofe-water. 

Tinctura feu Essentia ambr^e* 
’Tincture or rfence of ambergris . 

Parif 

Take of 

Ambergris, one dram ; 
Tartarized fpirit of wine, 

Spirit of rofes, that is, highly 
rectified fpirit of wine drawn 
off from dried damafk rofes, 
—each one ounce and a half. 
Digeft in the heat of a water-bath* 
The ambergris, if pure, is here 
totally' diffoived into a reddifh li¬ 
quor, provided the heat be fuffi* 
cient to make the fpirit boil or liUl¬ 
mer. With a weaker heat, or if the 
fpirit be not highly rectified, the 
folution does not l'ucceed. This 
tinCture is a high cordial : eight or 
ten drops may be taken on fugar. 
Tinctura feu Essentia regia- 
The royal tincture or effence . 

Parif. 

Take of 

Ambergris, two fcruples ; 

Mu Ik, one fcruple ; 

Civet, ten grains} 

Oil of cinnamon, fix drops; 

Oil of rhodium, fourdrops; 

Salt of tartar, half a dram ; 
Rectified fpirit of wine, 

Spirit of rofes, 

Spirit of orange-flowers,—each 
one ounce and a half. 

Grind the fait of tartar with the 
ambergris, mu/k, civet, and ef- 
fential oils, till they are tho¬ 
roughly mixed ; then add the fp 1 * 
rits, and digeft in a warm pffee 
for fome days, frequently fbak- 
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the vefiel ; afterwards let the 
liquor fettle, and pour off the 
£i, ear from the dregs. 

-I his tin&ure is a very high per- 
f wf ’ an h by thofe who can bear 

tak ances t ^ iat c ^ a ^ s ’ mz y >De 

'■ en 5 like the preceding, as a cor- 
*• A few drops give a .fine fla¬ 
il to a large quantity of other 
^q^ors. The ambergris difiolves 
c f e with lefs heat than in the fore- 
~T ln g preparation; the efiential oils 
” °njoting its folution. 

Essentia lignorum. 

Offence of the woods, 

Urgent or atenf 

^flafras, two ounces; 
J^aiacum, three ounces j 
P'hina root, 

£ ar faparilla, . 
y e h launders, 

e Uow faunders—each one ounce; 

P lr it of wine, as much as will 
^over the above ingredients to 
jy t he height of four inches. 

for eight days, and then fil- 
^theeffence. 

i n his effence, or tinfture, is given 
tj er ^ ener eal and catarrhous difor- 
Hi 0 ’ a . nd impurities of the hu- 
to lrs * n general, from a fcruple 
d ro a /i rar o or more. By gently 
r er ^ V - n S °ff half of the fpirit, the 
ft ro ainder becomes proportionably 
and is then called EJfentia 
0> u,n concentrates. 


Baisamum vitas: 

Balfam of life. 

Brandenburgb, 

Take of 

Efiential oils of Lavender, 
Nutmegs, 
Cloves, 
Rhodium, - 

>•' Serpy Hum— each 

half a dram; 
Cinnamon, 
Lemon peel, 
Bergamotte-each 
two fcruples ; 
Balfam of Peru, one dram ; 
Highly re&ified fpirit of laven¬ 
der, fifteen ounces. 

Firfl: diflblve the balfam in the fpi¬ 
rit, then add the oils, and digeft 
till the whole is dilfolved. 

This fragrant balfam is an im¬ 
provement on one deferibed by 
Hoffmann, in hisnotes on Poterius, 
and is probably the fame, or nearly 
the fame, with the balfam fo much 
celebrated afterwards in that au¬ 
thor’s practice, internally in languors , 
faintings , debilities of the nervous Jyf- 
tem, colics, 8c c. from ten to twenty 
or thirty drops ; and externally ap¬ 
plied to the noftrils, temples, &c. 
in vertiginous , lethargic and other 
like complaints . Thus much is cer¬ 
tain from Hoffmann’s own writ¬ 
ings, that his balfam wascompofed 
of fragran*: oils difiolved in rectified 
fpirit of wine. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

CwfervatUn of recent vegetables and their infuflons , £sY. by fug®' 

and honey . 

SECT. I. 

, / 

Conserves. 

C ONSERVES are compofitions as intermedia for joining them f 0 * > 
of recent vegetable matters ge.ther. They are very convenient 
and fugar, beaten together into an for reducing into bolufes or 
uniform mafs. the more ponderous powders a5 

This management is introduced mercurius dulcis, the calces of irony 
for preferving certain fimples, un- and other mineral preparations > 
dried, in an agreeable form, with which, with liquid orlefs confift enl: 
as little alteration as poflible in their matters, as fyrups, will not cohere* 
native virtues; and to fome fub- ' The (hops were formerly incuP 1 ' 
je<fts it is very advantageoufty ap-' 
plied. Vegetables whofe virtues 
are loft ordeftroyed in drying, may 
in this form be kept uninjured fora 
length of time: for by carefully fe- 
•ciying the mouth of the containing 
veflel, the alteration, as well as dif- 
fipation, of their adlive principles 
is generally prevented ; and the fu¬ 
gar preferves them from the cor¬ 
ruption which juicy vegetables 
would otherwife undergo. 

There are, however, fundry ve¬ 
getables, whofe virtues are impair¬ 
ed by this treatment. Mucilagi¬ 
nous fubftances, by long lying with 
fugar, become lefs glutinous; and 
aftringents, fenfibly fofter upon the 
palate. Many of the fragrant flow¬ 
ers are of fo tender and delicate a 
texture, as almoft entirely to lofe 
tfaeir peculiar qualities on being 
beaten or bruifed. 

In general, it is obvious, that in 
this form, on account of the large 
admixture of fugar, only fubftances 
of con flderable activity can be taken 
to advantage as medicines. And 
indeed, conferves are at prefent 
conftdered chiefly as auxiliaries to 
medicines of greater efficacy; or 


bered with many conierves, aiiog'- 
ther infignificant; the few now r e ' 
tained have in general either 
agreeable flavour to recomme n 
them, or are capable of anfwerihg 
fome ufeful purpofes as medicin e5 '- 
Their common dofe is the bulk o' 
a nutmeg,, or as much as can ' 
taken up at once or twice upon f j 
point of a knife. There is in geP tf f. 
no great danger of exceeding in 
particular. 

General method of preparing conf (r fl ' 
Leaves are picked from the f rai 
and flowers from their cl ’Pj g 
They are then beaten in a flta* • 
mortar, with a wooden p e J J 
into a fmooth mafs; after"™ 11 
thrice their weight of double* ' 
fined fugar is added by 
and the beating continued 
they are uniformly mixed. ^ 
The fugar ftiould be pul***® > 
by itfelf, and pafled throng ^ 
fieve, before it is mixed wd ^ 
vegetable mafs; otherwife it 
not eafily be reduced to fufre , 
finenefs, fo as to be duly inC r c JfC^ 
rated. Some vegetables are 
reducible to the requifite 
by beating in a mortar v 
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t ^ n i f 'P e eJ. This is fnoft conve- 
the m f ] y rafped or grated off from 
t j le * ru it, then well mixed with 
i n * u g a r, and the compound fet by 
a f a c Jofe veffel for fome weeks; 
fl / which, it may be beaten 
tha°°^ Wlt ^ conliderably lefs labour 
at hr ft. This peel, and red roJ'e~ 
"'o \ are commonl y ground in a 
mill made for that purpofe. 
Afi’ C con fi erves °f Lujule—- 
SINt hxi maritimi— Roseru- 

R CoRTICIS EXTERIORIS AU- 

Tl1 Hispalensis -iMtNTH^ 

— Rute —are to be made 
Pj l Allowing manner: 

the leaves from the foot- 
a ‘ks; and the unblown petal 
*°m the calyx, cutting off the 
^^els. Take off the outer rind 
vj the orange-peel with a grater, 
k hen they are thus prepared, 
. r uffe them with a wooden peftle 
) a marble mortar, with three 
their weight of double refin- 
until they are mixed. 
C CONSERVA ARI, 

Taj / TVe °f arum » or cvcko'QypinU 
Th 

, e frefh root of arum, bruifed, 
£ a pound ; 

°ub[e-refxned fugar, one pound 

£ ="<iahalf. 

Th ° em t0 S ether * n a mortar * 

e P u his ari ccmpojitus tiled to be 
of a ln the ftiops ; but the a<ftivity 
dryj n Urri ts almoft wholly loft by 
ari d th’’ ^ ence has it been reje&ed, 
fteacj ls Con ferve prefcribed in its 
W rl ^hich is the beft form it can 
jt^rved in. 

of a be given to adllits in dofes 
ftatei s ram * Arum in its recent 
ty } . a Medicine of great activi¬ 
ties Q Was held in high eltima- 
it 


ttiucl • YE>Enham ’ w h° prefcrbed 
oAl 11 r h e umatic cafes. 
CONSERVA SCILLiE. 

Conferee of fquills. 

"^akg bond. Kdinb. 

^ u ills, one ounce; 


Double-refined fugar, five ounces. 
Beat them together in a mortar into 

a conferve. 

The powder of the dried root, 
when given in form of a pill or bo¬ 
lus, is confidered as a more certain, 
and agreeable mode of exhibition. 

The reafon why the conferve is 
made in fo fmall a quantity, is to 
guard againft its variation in 
ftrength; for by long keeping it 
lofes its power in no fmall degree. 

It is given in dofes of from half 
a dram to two fcruples; chiefly as 
an expedlorant and diuretic. —See 
Scilla in Mat. Med. 

CONSERVA MILLEPEDA- 
RUM. 

Conferve of millepedes. 

Take of 

Millepedes, alive, one pound ; 

Double-refined fugar, two pounds 
and a half. 

Beat them together into a conferve. 

This is perhaps one of the beft 
forms under which millepedes can 
be given, if they poffefs thofe vir¬ 
tues which fome practitioners have 
attributed to them. See Mille¬ 
pede in Mat. Med.—And by chil¬ 
dren, to whom they are frequently 
prefcribed, this conferve may be 
eafily taken, when other formscan- 
not be introduced. This conferve 
is fo readily made, that it may form 
an extemporaneous prescription, 
and need not be kept in the fhops. 
CONSERVA foliorum LUJULiE. 
Conferve of the leaves of vjood-forrcl. 

Land. Kdin. 

This is a very elegant and grate¬ 
ful conferve; in tafte it is flightly 
acidulous, with a peculiar flavour, 
which fome refemble to that of 
green tea. It is taken occafionaliy, 
for quenching thirjt , and cooling the 
mouth and fauces , in complaints 
where the heat of the body is much 

CONSERVA foliorum MEN- 
TH JK vulgaris. 

Conferve of the Imves offpearmlnL 
Z % 
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Lond. 

The conferve of mint retains the 
tafte and virtues of the herb. It is 
given in wcakneffcs of theJlomach and 
teachings to vomit; and not linfre- 
quently does fervice in fome cafes 
of this kind, where the warmer and 
more aftive preparations of mint 
would be lefs proper. 

CONSERVA foliorum RUTdE. 

Conferve of the leaves o f rue. 
Lond. 

This conferve is given from a 
dram to half an ounce, in crudities 
of the prima vice, for promoting di- 
g r ft ion , and in lyfcric diforders. It 
gently fimulatcs the folids , attenuates 
vifcid juices , and excites the natural 
fccretions. Some have had a great 
opinion of it, taken in a morning, 
as a preservative againil the effects 
of contagious air or exhalations. 
CONSERVA fummitatum AB- 
SINTHII maritimj. 
Conferve of the tops of fea-wormwood, 
Lond. 

The conferve of wormwood has 
been celebrated in dropfes. Mat- 
thiolus relates, that feveral perfons 
were cured by it of that d idem per, 
without the affidance of any other 
medicine. Where the diforder in¬ 
deed proceeds from a dimple laxity 
or flaccidity of the folids, the con¬ 
tinued ufe of this medicine may be 
of fome fervice ; as it appears to be 
an elegant mild corroborant. It is di¬ 
rected to be given in the dofe of 
half an ounce, about three hours 
before meals. 

CONSERVA ROS/E RUBRJE. 

Conferve of red rofes. 

L. E. 

This is a very agreeable and ufe- 
fnl conferve. A dram or two, dif- 
foived in warm milk, are frequent¬ 
ly given as a light reftringent, in 
weaknefs of the Jlomach , and like- 
wife in coughs and phthi/ical com¬ 
plaints. In the German Epheme- 
rides, examples are related of very 
dangerous phthifes cured by the 


continued ufe of this medicine. ^ 
one of thefe cafes, twenty pound 
of the conferve were taken in th c 
fpaceof a month; and in another 
upwards of thirty. Riverius 
tions feveral other inftances of 
kind. 'In obftinate catarrhs, aI) 
fome other affe&ions, it may p r ° 
bably have its ufes; but in the tf lie 
pulmonary confumption- little c ^ 
be expected from it, more than r® 0 
■ dering the milk pleafant to the tan > 
and becoming an agreeable placet^' 
CONSERVA flavedinis CORT 1 ' 
CIS AURANTII 
Hifpalenfis. 

Conferve of the yellow rind of Se^ 1 
orange peel. 

L. E. t 

This conferve is a very eleg an ^ 
one, containing all the virtues 
the peel, in a form fufficiently^ g 
greeable, both with regard to ;• 
dofe and tide convenience of ta* 1 
it. It is a pleafant warm fiomachdi a !' 
in this intention is frequently URd 
CONSERVA FRUCTUS cl 
NOS BAT I. 

Conferve of hips. 

L. E. ... 

Hips require lefs fugar for f e ^ 
cing them into a conferve, 1 
the fubftances above enumei* 3 ^ 
Twelve ounces of the 
the ripe fruit are to be 
witkonly twenty ounces of 
The conferve of hips is of , 
efreem, as a fft cooling reftri’W^ 
Three or four drams or more ^ 
given at a time, in bilious 
Jharpncfs of urine , and hot indfc ^ f 
tions of the ftomach. A good 
care is requifite on the part ot 
apothecary in making this con j e ^ j t 
the pulp is apt to carry >v3t J,jd 1 
fome of the prickly fibres j 5 
which the infide of the A ul t j,s 
lined. If thefe be retained 10 ^ 
conferve, they will irritate 
mach, fo as to occafion vom 1 
and create a pruritus about 
anus. 

r 
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C °NSERVA pruni silves- 

( TR1S. 

Conferee of the foe . 

Let Lond. 

the floes be put into water, and 
e t over the fire till they grow 
, 0 fr> with care that they do not 
Then take the floes out 
the water, prefs out their pulp, 
^ n d with thrice its weight of 
°uble-refined fugar make a 
c °nferve. 


This preparation is a gentle a - 
f r ingen t, and may be given as fuch 
in the dole of two or three drams. 
The degree of its afiringency will 
vary according to the maturity 
of the floes, and the length of 
time that the conferve has been 
kept. 

All conferves are beft kept in 
dofe vefiels, particularly thofe of 
Arum and Squills. 


SECT. II. 


Syrups. 


S Y * f u z s 


are faturated folutions 
"’at ^ u § ar ’ maf l e water, or 
j Xl ] c er y or vinous infufions, or in 
es - They' were formerly con- 
er;, as medicines of much great- 
t 0 ^P°rtance than they are thought 
fi'Upi at prefent. Syrups and di- 
waters were for fome ages 
irjf e of as the great alteratives; 
any iTlUc ^ that the evacuation of 
t e Z P ec cant humour was never at- 
th e ^ te ^> till by a due courfe of 
pL had firft been regularly 

a rof rec ^ f° r expulfion. Hence 
both ; exu herant collection of 
hia c ’ "’hich we meet with in Phar- 
Pftv ^ ,Ce * las ’ an ^ hke errors have 
of (jjnin each. As multitudes 
P°Ui < U ‘ ec i waters have been com- 
,Qe 4 from materials unfit to 


give any virtue over'the helm ; fo 
numbers of fyrups have been pre¬ 
pared from ingredients which in 
this form cannot be taken in fuffi- 
cient dofes to exert their virtues ; 
for two-thirds of a fyrup confift 
of fugar, and the greateft part of 
the remaining third is an aqueous 
fluid. 

Syrups are at prefent chiefly re¬ 
garded as convenient vehicles for 
medicines of greater efficacy; and 
made ufe of for fweetening draughts 
and julaps, for reducing the lighter 
powders into bolufes, pills, or elec¬ 
tuaries, and fimilar purpofes. Some 
likewife may not improperly be 
confidered as medicines themfelves ; 
as fyrup of buckthorn-berries , garlicky 
fqttill, colchicum, white poppy, &c. 


General Rules for preparing Syrups. 


All t e I. 

(f e e laid down for making 
f e 0 T° ns > are likewife to be ob- 
** * n the deco&ions for fy- 
Co r\.‘ Vegetables, both for de- 
be d IOriS anc ^ infufions, ought to 
°therv’- - Un ^ e ^ s exprefsly ordered 


TI. 

In both the London and Edinburgh 
Pharmacopoeias only the purefl 
or double-refined fugar is al¬ 
lowed. 

In the fyrups prepared by boil¬ 
ing, it has been cufiomary to per¬ 
form the clarification with whites 

Z3 
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of eggs, after the fugar had been 
clifiblved in the decoCtion of the 
vegetable. This method is appa¬ 
rently injurious to the preparation, 
fince not only the impurities of the 
fugar are thus difcharged; but a 
confiderable part likewife of the 
medicinal matter, which the water 
had before taken up from the in¬ 
gredients, is feparated along with 
them. Nor indeed is the clarifi¬ 
cation and defpumation of the fu¬ 
gar, by itfelf, very advifeable ; for 
its purification by thi$ procefs is 
not fo perfeCt as might! be expeCt- 
ed ; after it has undergone this pro¬ 
cefs, the refiners ftill feparate from 
it a quantity of oily matter, which 
is dilagreeable to weak ftomachs. 
It appears therefore mod eligible to 
employ fine fugar for all the fyrups; 
even the purgative ones (which 
have been ufually made with coarfe 
fugar, as fomewhat coinciding with 
their intention) not excepted ; for, 
as purgative medicines are in ge¬ 
neral ungrateful to the ftomach, it 
is certainly improper to employ an 
addition which increafes their of- 
fenfivenefs. 

in. 

Where the weight of the fugar 
is not expreffed, twenty-nine 
ounces thereof are to be taken 
to every pint of liquor. The 
fugar is to be reduced into pow¬ 
der, and difiolved in the liquor 
by the heat of the water-bath, 
unlefs ordered otherwife : then 
fet the fyrup a fide for twenty- 
four hours, and if there are any 
fmculencies, pour the fyrup from 
them. When pure water only is 
11 fed, it forms the Syrupus Jbn- 
plex of the London, and the 
Syrupus facchari of the Edin¬ 
burgh, Pharmacopoeia. 

Although in the formulae of feveral 
of the fyrups a double weight 
of fugar to that of the liquor is 
directed, yet fefs will generally 


be fufficient. Firfi: therefore dif* 
folve in the liquor an equal 
weight of fugar, then gradually 
add fome more in powder, till a 
little remains undiflolved at the 
bottom, which is to be after- 
wards incorporated by letting the 
fyrup in a water-bath. 

The quantity of fugar Ihould be 
fo much, that the liquor may keep 
difiolved in the cold : if there be 
more, a part of it will feparate) 
and concrete into cryftals, or can¬ 
dy ; if lefs, the fyrup will be fub- 
jeCt to ferment, efpecialiy in warm 
weatheV, and change into a vinous 
or four liquor. If, in cryftallizing* 
only the fuperfluous fugar iepa- 
rated, it would be-of no inconve¬ 
nience; but, when part of the !U" 
gar has candied, the remaining fy* 
rup is found to have an under 
proportion, and is as fubject to 
fermentation as if it had wanted 
fugar at firfi. 

IV. 

Copper vefiels, unlefs well tinned) 
Ihould not be employed in the 
making of acid fyrups, or fuen 
as are campofed of the juice? 
fruits. 

The confectioners, who are the 
moft dextrous people at thefe kind* 
of preparations, to avoid the ex- 
pence of frequently new-tinning 
their veffels, rarely make- ufe 
any other than copper ones unti°' 
ned, in the preparation even of tb c 
moft acid fyrups, as of orang eS 
and lemons. Neverthelefs, by tak' 
ing due care that their coppers b e 
well fcoured and perfectly clean* 
and that the fyrup remain no long^f 
in them than is absolutely neC ..j 
fary, they avoid giving it any 1 
tafte or quality from the metal- 
This practice however is by 
means to be recommended to tn e 
apothecary, 

V. 

The fyrup, when made, is to 


i 
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fet by till next day; if any fac- 
charine cruft appear upon the 
Wace, take it off. 

SYRUPUS ACETI. 

Syrup of vinegar. 

*r« . Edinb. 

A ake of 

^inegar, two pounds and a half; 
■^ e Sned fugar, three pounds and 
p . a half. * V 

°T a f y ru P ^ orme ^* 

] a . is often employed in muci- 

inf' l r° US m ^ xtures » and farinaceous 
^ u uons and deco&ions, in com- 
th°r c .°^ s an d coughs; and gives 
a n j e . Squids a very agreeable tafte, 
’s ufeful in being in fome de- 
jjj^ e a diaphoretic. Where honey 
the ^ ees * it may very well fupply 
Place of the Acetated honey. 

SYRUPUS ex ALLIO. 

Tak e 0 f SrUp °f& arlkk ' 

j^-lick, fiiced, one pound ; 

]w °ding water, two pounds, 
ace rate them in a clofe veflel for 
° ne hour, then ftrain off the li-- 
^ Uor , and diffolve in it a proper 
Entity of fugar, fo as to make 

tfrup. 

hfe ^ IS ^ ru P ’ s occafionally made 
f°r attenuating vifcidphlegm, 
tfJo . promoting expefloration in hu~ 
i,. a a Jihmas , and opprejjions of the 
thefe cafes, it proves a 
tb 0 ,c ' ne °f confiderable efficacy, 
t a A U S” a very unpleafant one ; it 
g ar f. s an d fmells ftrongly of the 
tj le It well fupplies the place of 
thor t%^ ex altio, for the ufe of 
e With whom honev difagrees. 
SYRUPUS ALTHYEAL 

Syrup of marjhtnalloivs. 

'Take of Lmd - 

The freflj r00t 0 f marfhrnallowSj 
t-v mifed, one pound; 

o^ble . refined fugar, four 
Ty5? u n<*s; 

Boi l 1 ftill e d water, one gallon. 

on Water Wlt ^ t ' je roots to 
lv C i ^» when grown thorough- 
y c °ld t pour pff and prefs out 


the deco&ion, and fet it by for 
twenty-four hours for the faecu« 
lencies to fettle ; then pour off 
the clear liquor ; add the fugar, 
and boil the whole to the weight 
of fix pounds. 

Edinb . 

Take of 

Marfhmallow roots, fomewhat 
dried, nine ounces ; 

Pureft fugar, four pounds ; 
Water, ten pounds. 

Boil the water with the roots to the 
confumption of one half; then 
ftrain the liquor by ftrongly ex- 
preffing it: after it has flood 
long enough for the faeces tofub- 
fide, and it is free from dregs, 
pour off the clear liquor from 
the fediment, and boil it with 
the fugar fo as to make a fyrup. 
The fyrup of marlhmallows is 
ufed chiefly in nephritic cafes for 
fweetenmg emollient decoSlions , and ill 
tickling coughs from irritating de¬ 
fluxions on the fauces; and is of 
fervice from its invifcating fuch 
matter, and flieathing the parts 
over which it paffes. Of itfelf, it 
can do little fervice, notwithftand- 
ing the high opinion which fome 
have entertained of it; for what 
can be expelled from two or three 
fpoonfuls of the fyrup, when the 
deco&ion from which two or 
three pounds are made, may be 
taken at a draught or two ? 
SYRUPUS CINNAMOMI. 

•- Syrup of cinnamon. 

Take of 

Cinnamon, bruifed, five ounces * 
Spirituous cinnamon-water, two 
pounds. 

Digeft them in a clofe veffel for 
twenty-four hours ; then add to 
the ftrained liquor three pounds 
of double-refined fugar, and 
boil it to a fyrup. 

This fyrup is ftrongly impreg¬ 
nated with the cinnamon, and may 
be of ufe where we want to employ 
an aromatic fweet to render any 
medicinal compofition agreeable to 

£ 4 
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The co&ion may be conveniently 
performed in a retort, with a re¬ 
ceiver adapted to it, the liqu° f 
which comes over being occafion- 
ally poured back; or the water 
may be entirely drawn off, and th® 
fugar diflolved in the diftiiled h' 
quor. 

SYRUPUS BALSAMICUS. 
Edinb. 

Take of the 

Syrup of fugar, juft made, and 
warm from the fire, tw° 
pounds; 

Tindure of balfam of Tolu, o° e 


the palate, in fuch cafes where 
mild ftimulants are prohibited. 
SYRUPUS e CORTICE AU- 
R AN TII. 

Syrup of orange-peel. 

Lend. 

Take of 

Theyellowrind of Seville-orange 
peel, frefh, eight ounces ; 
Boiling water, five pints. 
Macerate them for a night in a 
ciofe veflel, ftrain out the liquor, 
and diflolve in it the proper 
quantity of fugar for making it 
into a fyrup. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

The yellow rind of orange-peel, 
frefh, fix ounces; 

Boiling water, three pounds. 
Infufe them for a night in a ciofe 
veflel, then itrain the liquor, let 
it fraud to fettle, and, having 
poured it off dear from the le- 
dinvent, diffolve therein twice its 
weight of white fugar, fo as to 
make it into a fyrup, with a gen¬ 
tle heat. 

In making this fyrup, it is par¬ 
ticularly neceflary, that the fugar 
be previoufly powdered and dif- 
folved in the infufion with as gen¬ 
tle a heat as poffible, to prevent the 
exhalation of the volatile parts of 
the peel. With thefe cautions, 
the fyrup proves a very elegant 
and agreeable one, pofleffing great 
fhare of the fine flavour of the 
orange-peel. 

SYRUPUS TOLUTANUS; 

formerly 

SYRUPUS BALSAMICUS. 

Syrup of Tolu. 

JLond. 

Take of 

Balfam of Tolu, eight ounces; 
Water, three pints. 

Boil for two hours in a ciofe veflel, 
ftrain the liquor, and add a pro¬ 
per quantity of double-refined 
{ fugar to make it into a fyrup. . 


ounce; 

When the fyrup has grown almm* 
cold, ftir into it the tir.dure, by 
' little at a time, agitating them 
well together, till perfectly unit' 

ed *. ,. i 

This method of making the bal' 

famic fyrup was dropt in on®. 0 * 

the preceding editions of the £din* 

burgh Pharmacopoeia, on a com* 

plaint that the fpirit fpoiled. th® 

tafte of the fyrup ; which it did in 

a great degree when the tindn re 

was drawn with malt fpirits; th e 

naufeous oil, with which all tr,e 

common malt fpirits are accomp 3 ' 

nied, being' left in the fyrup ajtef 

the evaporation of the pure fpirit 11 ' 

ous part. Particular care therefot e 

fhould be taken, that the fpirit ern* 

ployed for making the tindure b® 

perfedly clean, and well reEtif ea 

from all ill flavour. 

The intention of the contrive 1 s 

of the two foregoing procefles feem s 

fo have been fomewhat differ® 11 *' 

In the firft, the more fubtile an 

fragrant parts of the balfam are 

extraded from the grofler refinoU s 

matter, and alone retained in 

fyrup: the other fyrup contains tn 

whole fubftance of the balfanq 

larger quantity. They are b°* 

moderately impregnated with 111 

agreeable flavour of the balfam. 

In fome Pharmacopoeias, an eie ' 
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gant fyrup of this kind is prepared 
* r ?m a tin (Shire o r balfam of Fern, 
'y^h rofe-waler, and a proper qnan- 
llt y cffugar. 

SYRUPUS CARYOPHYLLI 
RUBRI. 

Syrup of clove jtdy-flovoer. 
m Lond. 

*ake of frefh 

Clove julv-flowers, two pounds ; 
Boiling water, fix pints. 

Macerate them for twelve hours in 
a glafs vefiel; ftrain the liquor 
Without exprefiion, and difiolve 
therein its due proportion of 
double-refined fugar to make it 
into a fyrup. 

Edinb. 

Cne pound of the flowers frefh ga¬ 
thered, and freed from their 
hufks, is to be infufed in four 
pounds of water, and the fyrup 
made with the addition of feven 
pounds and a quarter of the pur- 
e ft fugar, diffolved by a gentle 
heat. 

This fyrup is of an agreeable 
flavour, and a fine red colour; 
a nd f or thefe it is chiefly valued. 
SYRUPUS COLCHICI. 

Syrup of colchicum. 
rv, Edinb. 

fake of 

1 ne root of colchicum, frefh and 
feculent, and cut into fmall 
P^ces, one ounce ; 

~ vinegar, fixteen ounces. 

ac erate the root in the vinegar 
two days, fliaking the vefiel of- 
tei1 ; then firain the liquor by 
gentle preffiire, and add the fu- 
£ ar powdered ; boil it getitly to 
^confidence of a fyrup. 
fn is appears to be the bell: prepa- 

vvh ,0n ° tk i s root > * n tke takin S 
Ic h great care fbould be obferved 
^‘tn refpeft to the propereft fea- 
as much depends upon that; 
tv c ; rror in this the uncertain- 
€d Its e ^ e ^- s kas Been afcrib- 
• The bulbous root ihovtld be 


taken up in autumn, as it is fup- 
pofed then to be in its higheft per¬ 
fection. 

The fyrup is often employed as 
a fuccel'sful diuretic , and may be 
taken from one or two drams, to an 
ounce or more. See Colchicum, 
Materia Medica. 

SYRUPUS CROCI. 

Syrup offapron, 

Lond . 

Take of 

Saffron, one ounce; 

Boiling diftilled water, one 
pint. 

Macerate the faffron in water for 
twelve hours, in a clofe vefiel, 
and difiolve the double-refined 
fugar in the drained liquor, that 
it may be made a fyrup. This 
fyrup has been confidered a plea- 
fant cordial; but its chief ufe^ 
depends more upon its colour 
than any medicinal power it 
po fie fits. 

SYRUPUS CYDONIORUM. 

Syrup of quinces. 

Take of 

Quince-juice, depurated, three 
pints; 

Cinnamon, one dram; 

Cloves, 

Ginger—each half a dram; 

Red port wine, one pint; 

Double - refined fugar, nine 
, pounds. 

Digeft the juice with the fpices, 
in the heat of afhes, for fix 
hours ; then, adding the wine, 
pafs the liquor through a drain¬ 
er ; and afterwards difiolve in 
it the fugar, fo as to make a 
fyrup. 

If the quinces be kept for fome 
time in an airy place, before the 
juice is prefled out,'the fyrup proves 
rather more elegant, and richer 
of the fruit, than when they are 
taken frefli from the tree. In ei¬ 
ther cafe, the preparation is a very 
agreeable mild refringent; and in 
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fome kinds of loofenejjes and diforders 
of the fomach may be either taken 
by itfelf, in the quantity of a fpoon- 
ful or two at a time, or employed 
for reconciling to the palate and 
ftomach medicines of the more 
ungrateful kind. 

SYRUPUS KERMESINUS. 

Syrup of her vies. 

Edtnb. 

This fyrup is brought to us ready¬ 
made, from the fouthern parts 
of France. 

The fyrup of kermes is of an 
agreeable taffe, and a fine red co¬ 
lour. It is accounted cordial and 
corroborant, and fuppofed to be 
particularly ferviceable in weak¬ 
ness and other diforders of preg¬ 
nant women. 

SYRUPUS LIMONIS SUCCI. 

Syrup of lemon-juice. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Juice of lemons, fuffered to ftand 
till the faeces have fubfided, 
two pints ; 

Double-refined fugar, fifty oun¬ 
ces. 

Diflolve the fugar that it may make 
a fyrup. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Lemon-juice, depurated, two 
pounds and a half ; 

Double.refined fugar, fifty oun¬ 
ces ; 

Diflolve the fugar in the) juice fo as 
to make a fyrup. 

After the fame manner are prepared 
SYRUPUS MORI. 

Syrup of mulberries [L.j 
SYRUPUS FRUCTUS RUJBI 
ID Ml. 

Syrup of rafpberries [ L. j 

SYRUPUS RIBIS NIGRI. 

Syrup of black currants. 

All thefe are very pleafant cool- 
ingfyrups, and in this bitention are 
occafionally made ufe of in draughts 
and julaps, for quenching thirft , a bat ¬ 


ing heat , &c. in bilious or inflam¬ 
matory diftempers. They are fome- 
times likewife employed in gar- 
garifms for inflammations of the 
mouth and tonfils. 

SYRUPUS PAPAVERIS ALBI; 

formerly 

SYRUPUS e MECONIO, five 
DIACODION. 

Syrup of white poppy. 

Lond. 

Take of 

White poppy heads, dried, three 
pounds and a half; 

Water, eight gallons. 
Double-refined fugar, fix pounds. 
Cut the poppy, and bruife it ; then 
add the water, and boil to three 
gallons in a water bath faturated 
with fait: prefs out the liquor, 
and reduce it by boiling to about 
four pints; and firain while hot, 
firfl: through a fieve, and then 
through thin woollen cloth; fet 
it afide for twelve hours, that the 
faeculencies may fubfide. Pouf 
the - liquor from the fediment, 
boil it to three pints, and dif' 
folve the fugar in it to make a 
fvrup. 

SYRUPUS PAPAVERIS ALBI, 
feu de MECONIO, vulgo 
DIACODION. 

Syrup of white poppies , or of tut* 
conium , commonly called diacodiuiru 
Edinb. 

Take of 

White poppy heads, dried, and 
freed from their feeds, two 
pounds; 

Boiling water, thirty pounds ; 
Pureft fugar, four pounds. 
Macerate the heads, cut into fma*’ 
pieces, for a night; afterwards 
boil it till one-third part only oj 
the liquor remains; ftrain it, and 
flrongly prefs out the remainder 
Boil the {trained liquor to one 
half, and ftrain it again ; then 
add the fugar, and boil it t° * 
fyrup. 
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Syrups» 
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ft may alfo be made by diflolving, 
m two pounds and a half of Am¬ 
ple fyrup, one dram of the ex- 
trad! of white poppies. 

Thefe fyrups, impregnated with 
opiate matter of the poppy 
heads, are given to children in do- 
*es of two or three drams; to a- 
dults, from half an ounce to an 
°Unce and upwards, for obtunding 
®ud incrajfating acrimonious humours , 
e ffng pains, procuring rejt , and an¬ 
gering the other intentions of 
^dd opiates. Particular care is 
r ^quifite in their preparation, that 
th *y may be always made, as near 
as poffible, of the fame ftrength ; 
a °d accordingly both the colleges 
*}aye been very minute in their de¬ 
scription of the procefs. 
fcY&UPUS PAPAVERIS ERRA- 
TICI. 

Syrup of wild poppy. 

^ Lond. 

Take of 

Wild poppy flowers, frefli, four 
pounds; 

Soiling diftilled water, four pints 
and a half. 

. ^t the white poppies by degrees 
Jhto the water boiling in a water 
. at h, and frequently ftir them, un- 
the flowers be thoroughly moift- 
e ued ; then take out the veflel, and 
^cerate for twelve hours $ prefs 
°ut the liquor, and fet it afide for 
the feculencies to fubfide: after¬ 
wards add the proper quantity of 
houble-refined fugar to make it in- 
to a fyrup, 

■•■he defign of putting the Sow- 
€rs a t firft into boiling water, in a 
^ e flel placed in a water-bath, be- 
0re their maceration, is, that they 
^ay {brink enough to be all im¬ 
aged in the water, and flay no 
over the fire than till this 
^ is produced; left the liquor 

ec ome too thick, and the fyrup 
yop y . 3 r 

This fyrup has been recom¬ 


mended in diforders of the breafl, 
coughs , /pitting of blood , pleurifies , 
and other difeafes, both as an 
emollient , and as an opiate. It is 
one of the lighted of the opiate 
medicines, and in this refpedt fo 
weak, that fo me have doubted of 
its having any anodvne quality. 
SYRUPUS PECTORALIS. 

JP € flora l fyrup* 

Take of 

Englilh maidenhair, dried, five 
ounces ; 

Liquorice, four ounces ; 

Boiling water, five pints. 
Macerate them for fome hours; 
then ftrain out the liquor, and, 
with a proper quantity of dou¬ 
ble-refined fugar, make it into a 
fyrup. 

The title of this compofition ex- 
preffes its medical intention. It has 
been fuppofed to foften acrimonious 
humours , allay tickling coughs , and pro¬ 
mote the expcftoration of tough phlegm . 

SYRUPUS ROSA£: 

formerly 

SYRUPUS ROSARUM SOLU- 
TIVUS. 

Hofe-fyrup. 

Lond. 

Take of 

The darnalk rofe, dried, fcven 
ounces; 

Boiling diftilled water, four pints; 
Double - refined fugar, fix 
pounds. 

Macerate the rofes in the water for 
twelve hours, and ftrain. Eva¬ 
porate the drained liquor to two 
pints and a half, and add the 
fugar that it may be made a 
fvrup. 

SYRUPUS ROSARUM PALLI- 
DARUM. 

Syrup of pale rofes. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Pale rofes, frefh--gathered, one 
pound; , 

Boiling water, four pounds; 
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White fugar, three pounds. 
Macerate the rofes in the water 
for a night; then ftrain the li¬ 
quor ; and adding to it the fu¬ 
gar, boil them into a fyrup. 

This fyrup may likewife be made 
from the liquor remaining after 
the diftiilation of rofe-water, de¬ 
purated from its feces. 

The liquor remaining after the 
diftiilation of rofes (provided the 
ftill has been perfeftiy clean) is as 
proper for making this fyrup as a 
frefh infufion : for the diftiilation 
only collects thofe volatile parts 
which are diffipated in the air, 
whilft the infufion is boiling to its 
confidence. Thefe fyrftps are a- 
greeable and mild purgatives for 
children, in the dofe of half a 
fpoonful, or a fpoonful. They 
likewife prove gently laxative to 
adults , and in this intention may 
be of fervice in coftive habits. Its 
principal ufe is in folutive glyf- 
ters. 

SYRUPUS DE ROSIS SICCIS. 

Syrup of dry rofes. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Red rofes, dried, feven ounces; 
White fugar, fix pounds ; 

Boiling water, five pounds. 
Infufe the rofes in the water for a 
night, then boil them a little, 
drain out the liquor, and, add¬ 
ing to it the fugar, boil them to 
the confidence of a fyrup. \ 
This fyrup is fuppofed to be 
mildly aflringent ; but is princi¬ 
pally valued on account of its red 
colour. The London college have 
omitted it, having retained others 
at leaft equal to it in that refpe£t. 
SYRUPUS SCILLITICUS. 

Syrup of J'quills. 

Edina. 

Take of 

Vinegar of fquills, two pounds; 
White fugar, three pounds and 
a half. 


Make them into a fyrup, without 
boiling. 

This fyrup ufed to be made with 
the addition of cinnamon and gin- 
ger, one ounce each : but they oft¬ 
en countera&ed the intention of 
the medicine, and did not take off 
the ofifenfive tafte oft'the fquills; 
they were therefore very judicioufly 
omitted. 

It is ufed chiefly in dofes of 
a fpoonful or two, for attenuaibig 
vifeid phlegm, and promoting expec¬ 
toration,, which it does very power¬ 
fully. 

SYRUPUS SPINES CERVINJE. 

Syrup of buckthorn. 

Lond, 

Take of the 

Juice of ripe and frefh buck¬ 
thorn berries, one gallon ; 
Pimento, powdered, an ounce 
and a half; 

Ginger, one ounce; 

Double - refined fugar, feven 
pounds. 

Set the juice by for three days, 
that the faeculencies may fub- 
fide, and ftrain. Macerate the 
fpices in a pint of the {trained 
juice for four hours, and ftrain. 
Boil the reft of the juice to three 
pints, adding towards the end 
that part in which the fpices were 
macerated. Laftly, put in the 
fugar, and make the mixture in¬ 
to a fyrup. 

SYRUPUS E RHAMNO CA- 
THARTICO, feu E SPINA 
CERVINA. 

Syrup of buckthorn. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

The juice of ripe buckthorn- 
berries, depurated, feven 
pounds and a half; 

White fugar, three pounds and 
a half. 

Boil them to the confiftence of a 
lyrup. 

Both thefe preparations, in doles 
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°f three or four fpoonfuls, operate 
f s brijk cathartics The principal 
mconveniencies attending them are, 
t heir being very unpleafant, and 
*heir occasioning a third and drv- 
n efs of the mouth and fauces, and 
Sometimes violent gripes. Both 
.thefe may be prevented, by drink- 
Ul g liberally of water-gruel, or o- 
ther warm liquids, during the ope- 
ra tion. The ungratefulnefs of the 
buckthorn is endeavoured to be 
remedied in the firft of the above 
prefcriptions, by the addition of 
aromatics, which, however, are 
frarcely fufficient for that purpofe. 
The fecond alfo had formerly an 
aromatic material for the fame in¬ 
tention, a dram of the effential oil 
°f cloves; which, being found in¬ 
effectual, is now rejected. 

SYRUPUS VIOLiT. 

Violet fyrup. 

Loud. 

Take of 

Violets, frefh, two pounds; 
Boiling water, five pints ; 

Pureft fugar, leven pounds and 
a half. 

^lacerate the violets for twenty- 
four hours; drain the liquor 
through thin linen; afterwards 
adding the due proportion of 
double-refined fugar, to make it 
into a fyrup. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Prefix violets, one pound ; 
Boiling water, four pounds, 
lacerate the violets for twenty- 
four hours in a glafs or a glazed 
earthen vefiel, dole covered ; 
then Itrain without exprefiion, 
and difiblve in it the lugar, fo as 
to make a fyrup. 

This fyrup is of a very agreeable 
flavour, and in the quantity of a 
spoonful or two proves to chil- 
A r en gently laxative . It is apt to 
lo ‘ e > in keeping, the elegant blue 
c olour, for which it is chiefly va* 
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lued; and hence fome have been 
induced to counterfeit it with ma¬ 
terials whofe colour is more per¬ 
manent. This abufe may be rea¬ 
dily difcovered, by adding to a lit¬ 
tle of the fufpe&ed fyrup any acid 
or alkaline liquor. If the fyrup |xe 
genuine, the acid will change its 
blue colour to a red, and the alkali 
will change it to a green ; but if 
counterfeit, thefe changes will not 
happen. It is obvious, from this 
mutability of the colour of the vio¬ 
let, that the prefcriber would be 
deceived if he fhould expert to 
give any blue tinge to acidulat¬ 
ed or alkalized julaps or mix¬ 
tures, by the addition of the blue 

{}1 SYRUPUS ZINGIBERIS, 

Syrup of ginger. 

L and. 

Take of 

Ginger, bruifed, four ounces; 
Boiling diftilled water, three 
pints.. 

Macerate them for four hours, and 
drain, and make it into a fyrup 
with a proper quantity of double- 
refined fugar. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Ginger, beat, three ounces; 
Purefi fugar, feven pounds and 
a half; 

Boiling water, four'pounds. 
Steep the ginger, in the water, in 
a clofe vefiel, for twenty-four 
hours; then (train the liquor, 
freed from its fasces, add to it 
the fugar, and make them into a 
fvrup. 

Thefe are agreeable and mode¬ 
rately aromatic fiyrups, lightly im¬ 
pregnated with the flavour and vir¬ 
tue of the ginger. 

CONFECTIO ALKERMES. 

Conjedlion of kermes . 

Take of 

Juice of kermes grains, warmed 
and drained, three pounds; 


Syrups. 
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Damafk rofe-water, fix ounces 
by meafure ; 

Oil of cinnamon, half a fcruple; 
Double-refined fugar, one pound. 
Diilblve the fugar in the rofe-wa- 
ter, by the heat of a water- 
bath, into a fyrupj then mk in 
the juice of kermes, and, after 
it has grown cold, the oil of 
cinnamon. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Syrup of kermes, three pounds • 
Yellow faunders. 

Cinnamon—each fix drams ; 
Cochineal, three drams ; 
Saffron, one dram and a half. 
Evaporate the fyr'up, with a gentle 
heat, to the confidence of honey; 
then mix with it the other in¬ 


gredients reduced to a very fine 

powder. 

Both thefe compofitions are ele¬ 
gant and agreeable eordiah ; the 
dofe, when taken by themfelves, is 
from a fcruple to a dram or more. 
The firft has an advantage of mix¬ 
ing uniformly in julaps, without 
fpoiling their tranfparency, which 
the powders in the fecond always 
do. Particular care ought to be 
had in the choice of the eflential 
oil, which for the mod part is 
grievoufly adulterated ; it vVould be 
convenient to grind the oil with a 
little of the fugar, before it is added 
to the other ingredients ; for by 
thefe means it will mix more per¬ 
fectly, and not be apt to feparate in 
keeping. 


SECT. III. 

Mellita : 

Medicated Honeys. 


T HE more fixt parts of vege¬ 
tables, diflolved in watery li¬ 
quors, may be thence transferred 
into honey, by mixing the honey 
with the watery decoftion or juice 
of the plant, and boiling them to¬ 
gether till the aqueous part has ex¬ 
haled, and the honey remains of its 
original confidence. 

Honey, though extolled by fome 
writers for the medical powers it 
polTefies, yet does not appear to have 
many advantages over fugar, par¬ 
ticularly in forming compofitions 
for keeping any time; but rather 
the reverie, becaufe it is too apt to 
run into a date of fermentation, 
much more fo than fugar; and in 
fom£ particular conftitutions to 


produce very unpleafant effe<ds in 
the bowels, particularly fevere 
gripings. 

It is on thefe accounts that io 
few of the medicated honeys are 
retained in the difpenfatories of 
the prefent day. The college 
of Edinburgh has totally rejea- 
ed them, and that of London has 
given us but fix in the lad edition 
of their Pharmacopoeia. But as 
they are dill prefer!bed by phy- 
ficians of eminence in many places, 
thofe which appear the mod aftive 
ue have here enumerated. 

MEL ACETATUM; 

formerly 

OXYMEL SIMPLEX. 

Acetated honey , 




Medicated Hcneys* 
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Take 

Clarified honey, two pounds; 
piililled vinegar, one pint. 

«°il them in a glafs veffel, with 
a flow fire, to the confidence of 
a fyrup. 

. This is an agreeable mild, cooi¬ 
ng medicine. It is often ufed 
,u detergent gargarifms, and fre¬ 
quently as an expediorant. Joined 
"utli a moderate portion of the fy- 
j^P of white poppy, it is an excel- 
knt medicine for a tickling cough. 

MEL ROSyE; 

formerly 

MEL ROSACEUM. 

. Rofe-honey. 

Take of 

Red rofes, dried, four ounces ; - 
^iftilled boiling water, three 
pints; 

Clarified honey, five pounds, 
lacerate the rofes in the water for 
fix hours, and ftrain ; then mix 
the honey with the liquor, and 
boil them to the confidence of a 
fyrup. 

This preparation is not unfre- 
fltiently made ufe of as a mild cool- 
ln g detergent, particularly in gar- 
§ a nfms f or ulcerations and infamma- 
tl °A of the mo-uth and tonfls. 

OXYMEL ex ALLIO. 

^ Oxymel of garlick. 

Take of 

Garlick, cut in dices, an ounce 
and a half; 

Caraway feeds, 

Sweet fennel feeds—each two 
drams; 

vinegar, half a pint; 

Clarified honey, ten ounces by 
n . height. 

-dcul the vinegar, for a little time, 
with the feeds bruifed, in a 
glazed earthen veffel; then add 
the garlick, and cover the veil'd 
clofe ; when grown cold, prefs 
°Ut the liquor, and diffolve in it 
the honey by the heat of a wa* 
td-bath. 
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This oxymel is recommended for 
attenuating vifcid juices , promoting 
expectoration and the fiuid fecretions 
in general. It is doubtlefs a medi-< 
cine of confiderable efficacy, though 
very unpleafant; the flavour of the 
garlick prevailing, notwithftanding. 
the addition of the aromatic feeds. 
OXYMEL COLCHICI. 
Oxymel of meadow faffron. 

Loud. 

Take of 

Frefh meadow-faftron, cut into 
into thin dices, one ounce; 
Diddled vinegar, one pint; 
Clarified honey, two pounds. 
Macerate the nieadow-faffron in a 
glafs veil'd, with a gentle heat, 
for forty-eight hours. Prefs out 
the liquor ftrongly from the 
root; then drain it, and add ho¬ 
ney. Lafily, boil the mixture, 
frequently ftirring it with a 
wooden fpoon, to the confidence 
of a fyrup. 

Dofe—3fs to 3j. 

This is a very adtive medicine, 
nearly fimilar to the Syrupus col- 
chici; though, perhaps, not fio a- 
greeable to feme conditutions, to 
which honey is offenfive ; but in 
many it will anfwer fimilar pur- 
pofes, and prove to poffefs equal 
diuretic powers. 

OXYMEL PECTORALE. 

PeCtoral oxymel . 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Elecampane roots, one ounce ; 
Florence orris roots, half an 
ounce; 

Gum ammoniacum, one ounce $ 
Vinegar, half a pint; 

Clarified honey, one pound ; 
Water, three pints.; 

Let the roots, cut and bruifed, be 
boiled in the water till one-third 
be waded ; then drain off the 
liquor, let it dand to fettle, and 
having poured it off clear from 
the faeces, add to it the honey, 
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and the ammoniacum, previoufly 
diffolved in the vinegar. Mix 
them together, by boiling them 
a little. 

The title of this compofition ex- 
preffes .its medical virtues. It is 
defigned for thofe diforders. of the 
hreajl that proceed from a load of vif- 
cid phlegm , and obf nidi ions of the 
pulmonary vejjels. Two or three 
fpoonfuls may betaken every night 
and morning, and continued for 
jfome time. 

OXYMEL SCILLITICUM. 

Oxymel of (quills. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Clarified honey, three pounds; 
Vinegar of fquills, two pints. 

Boil them in a glazed veil'd, with 
a flow fire, to the confidence of 
a fyrup. 

The honey was formerly em¬ 
ployed for this preparation uncla¬ 
rified ; and the fcum, which in 
fuch cafes arifes in the boiling, 
taken off. By tliefe means, the im¬ 
purities of the honey were dif- 
charged ; but 1 fome of the medici¬ 
nal parts of the fquills, with which 
the vinegar was impregnated, were 
alfo feparated. For this reafon the 
college both of London and Edin¬ 
burgh has now judicioufly ordered 
the honey, for all thefe kinds of 
preparations, to be previoufly cla¬ 
rified by itfelf. 

Oxymel of fquills is an ufeful 
aperient , detergent , and expectorant, 
and of great fervice in humoural 
afihmas , coughs , and other difor- 
ders, where thick phlegm abounds. 
It is given in doles ..of 3 L to 3j or 
more, along with fome aromatic 
water, as that of cinnamon, to pre¬ 


vent the great naufea which it 
would otherwife be apt to excite. 
In large doles, it proves emetic. 
MEL SCILLtE. 

Honey of fquill. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Clarified honey, three pounds; 
Tindlure of fquills, two pints. 
Digcft them in a glafs veffel to the 
confidence of a fyrup. 

This will poflefs all the powers 
of the fquill, and may be ufed as 
an expectorant, and diuretic \ in the 
fame cafes as the fquill itfelf. 
OXYMEL iERUGINIS; 
formerly 

MEL .EGYPTIACUM. 

Oxymel of verdigris. 

Take of 

Prepared verdegris, or.e ounce ; 
Vinegar, feven ounces by mea- 
fure; 

Clarified honey, fourteen ounces 
by weight. 

Diffolve the verdigris in the vine¬ 
gar, and drain through linen; 
then add the honey, and boil 
down the mixture to a proper 
confidence. 

The complaint of the diverfity 
of the drength of the different 
parts of the Mel xEgyptiacum is in 
this preparation perfedtly removed. 
It is intended only as an external 
application for cleanfing foul ul¬ 
cers, and keeping down fungous 
flefli. It has been recommend¬ 
ed in venereal ulcerations of the 
mouth and throat. But great care 
fhoukl be taken that no portion 
of the verdigris gets into the do- 
mac h; for a very fmall quantity 
will produce dangerous, and per¬ 
haps fatal effedts, on that organ. 
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CHAPTER V. 


Ce P ar atlon and colie tlion of thofe parts of vegetable and animal fub- 
fauces , which are volatile in the heat of boiling water. 


T here are many vegetable, 
and fome animal fubftances, 
nofe virtues refide, wholly or in 
P rt > in a matter which is capable 
, totally exhaling in the heat of 
0l ling water. In moft of the 
P r oceffes hitherto defcribed, it has 
endeavoured, as much as pof- 
. le ? to preferve this votatile mat- 
r along with the more fixt parts ; 
nether thofe fixt parts were them- 
y Ves medicinal, or only fubfer- 
le nt to the union of the volatile 
•jitter with the fluids employed, 
aim, in the prejent chapter , will 


be to completely feparate this volatile 
fubtilc principle , and colled its pure 
from the groffer fixt parts, either in a 
concentrated fate , or diluted with 
water or fpirit of wine. In its con¬ 
centrated fate , it appears common¬ 
ly an oil; which, from its contain¬ 
ing always the fpecific odour, and 
frequently the other medicinal 
powers, of the fubjeft, is called 
efiential oil; in its more dilute fate , 
it will be found in fimpie diftilled 
water, diftilled fpirits, and diftill¬ 
ed fpirituous waters. 


SECT. I. 

Directions for obtaining Essential Oils. 


SSENTIAL oils are acquired 
by diftillation. A quantity 
water is added to the fubjeit, 
ufficient to prevent its burning ; 
an d, in this water, it is likewife 
^ a cerated a little time before 
ae diftillation. The oil comes 
°. Ver along with the water ; and 
^her fwirns on its furface, or 
ln ^s to the bottom, according 
a , s it is lighter or heavier than 
}> h tha t fluid. 

length of the maceration is to 
e varied according to the tex- 
hre and compadtneis of the fub- 
j. e ct. The mo ft tender fubje&s 
^3.rce require any.* Thofe of a 
^ and loofe texture are to be 
* tee Ped for two or three days; 


and the more vifcous ones, for 
a longer time. The further the 
maceration is intended to be pro* 
trailed, the greater quantity of 
fea-falt muft be added. From 
vifcous fubfiances the oil may be 
obtained in a fliorter time, by 
fubmitting them to a flight, and 
not too long continued, fermen¬ 
tation. Seeds and fpices are to be 
bruifed, and woods to be rafped, 
previoufly to the maceration or 
fermentation. 

Eflential oils are obtained only 
from odoriferous fubftances; but 
not equally from all of this claIs, 
nor in quantity proportionable to 
their degree of odour; fome which, 
if we were to reafon from analogy. 



k. 
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fhould feem very well fitted for 
this procefs, yielding extremely lit¬ 
tle oil, and others none at all. 
Ro/es and camomile-flowers , whole 
flrong and lading fmeil pronfifes 
abundance, are found, upon expe¬ 
riment, to contain but a 1'rnall 
quantity. The violet and jejjamine 
flower , which perfume the air with 
their odour, lofe their fmeil upon 
the gentleft coftion, and do not af¬ 
ford the lead perceptible mark of 
oil upon being diftilled, unlels im- 
menfe quantities be fubmitted to 
the operation at once ; whilft flavin , 
whole difagreeable fcent extends to 
no great diftance, gives out the moft 
oil of almoft any vegetable known. 

Nor are the fame plants equally 
fit for this operation, when pro¬ 
duced in different foils or feafons; 
or at different times of their growth. 
Some yield more oil if gathered 
when the flowers begin to fall off, 
than at any other time ; lavc-nder 
and rue for infiance. Others, as 
flage , afford the largefl quantity when 
young , before they have Jent forth any 
flowers ; and others, as thyme , when 
the flowers have juft appeared. All 
fragrant herbs yield a larger pro¬ 
portion of oil when produced in 
dry foils and warm fummers, than 
in the oppofite circumftances. On 
the other hand, feme of the difagree¬ 
able flrongfeented ones, as wormwood, 
are faid to contain mod in rainy 
feafons and moift rich grounds. 

Several of the chemilts have been 
of opinion, that herbs and flowers , 
moderately dried , yield a greater 
quantity of effential oil, than if 
they were diftilled when frefli. It 
is fuppoled, that the oil being al¬ 
ready blended, in frefli plants, with 
a watery fluid, great part of it re¬ 
mains diffufed through the water 
after the diftillation, divided into 
particles too minute to unite and 
be collected ; whereas, in drying., 
the oily parts, on the exhalation of 
the moifttire which kept them di¬ 


vided and difperfed, run together 
into globules, which have little 
difpofition to mingle with watery 
fluids, and eafily feparate from the 
water employed in the diftilla¬ 
tion. 

This theory, however, does not 
appear to be altogether fatisfa&ory; 
for though the oil be collected in 
the fubjeCl into diftinCf globules, it 
does not rife in that form, but re- 
folved into vapour, and blended 
and coagitated by the heat with 
the vapour of the water ; and if the 
oil in a dry plant were lefs difpofed 
to unite with aqueous fluids than 
in a frefli one, the dry ought to 
yield a weaker infufion than the 
frefli ; the contrary of which is ge¬ 
nerally found to obtain. As the 
oil of the dry plant is moft per¬ 
fectly extracted and kept diflolved 
by the water before the diftillation, 
I can fee no reafon why it fhould 
have a greater tendency to feparate 
from the water afterwards. 

The opinion of dry plants yield¬ 
ing moft oil, feems to have arifen 
from anobfervation of Hoffmann? 
which has, I think, been mifun- 
derftood : “A pound,” he fays, “ 

“ dry fpike-flowers yields an ounce 
44 of oil: but if they were diftilled 
44 frefli, they would fcarcely yiel® 
44 above half an ounce ; and th e 
44 cafe is the fame in balm, fag e > 
“ &c. The reafon is, that in dry' 
44 ing the watery humidity e*' 
44 hales; and as from two pound 5 
44 of a frefli plant we do not ob- 
44 tain above one pound of dry? 
44 and little of the fubtile oil e ya ' 
44 porates in the drying, it follo' v ‘ Sf 
44 that more oil ought to be afford' 
44 ed by the dry than by the frefli 
The meaning of which I apP fC „ 
hend to be no more than this: 
if two pounds of a frefh plant 
by drying, reduced to one, wlt * 
out any Tofs of the oil, then t ' 
one pound dry ought to be eq ulV *L 
lent to the two frefli. A I st ' 
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j, riter quotes an experiment of 
^'Mann, which appears to be 
ne ^ u nderft O0 d in the fame man- 
for Neumann, in the 
^ ace referred to, fays only, that 
? wormwood is found to yield 
* Uc b more oil than an equal 'weight 
Co i| tue frefh plant. I do not re- 
aj , e< ^ any inftance, in which frelli 
to ^*7 P^ ants have been brought 
th 3 ^ a ' r corn P ar *~ on ’ by dividing 
e e Quantity of the fubject into two 
weights, and diftilling one 

^ mle freflp 

and the other after it 
dried' 1 care ^ u ^y and moderately 

0 ^ ut whatever may be the effect 
hi nioderate exficcation, it is cer- 
tj * that, if the drying be long con- 
dim • produce of oil will be 
itQ r. ln ^d)ed, its colour altered, and 

w- e n im P aired - 

0 £ hh regard to the proportion 
r'^r, if whole plants, mode- 
iiw s ' V dried, be ufed, or the fhav- 
^ Woods > as much of either 
ly ' he put into the veffel, as, light- 
Vm/fded, will occupy half its ca- 
add^ aud as much water may be 
it s u • as w ill rife up to two thirds 
di e[ ei §ht. The water and ingre- 
lip altogether, fliould never take 
ftiu. °i re than three-fourths of the 
to pj. 1 Iere fliould be liquor enough 
tepjl Vent any danger of an empy- 
to 0 a ’ hut not fo much as to be 
Cei v a P t to boil over into the re- 

T 1 * 

’ini 'lj" laceration fliould be con- 
?ay ?,i“ >™& as that the water 
' P enetrate tb e parts of the 
^oocis ' n promote this effect, 
*he g r ^-° U ^ thinly Jhaved acrofs 
thinjl l ln ’~~~ r °ots cut tranfverfely into 
C£Sy ~ ks reduced into coarfe 
Vgj-y ’ ' a nd feeds flight ly bruifed. 
flapc es COmpa . a: and tenacious fub- 
be c Squire the maceration to 
]°ncr e ..^ tl !. 1Ue d a week or two, or 
°of er \ * 0r thofe of a fofter and 
a te r. c. e ^ tUre , two or three davs 
1 Cle ut- whilft fome tender 


herbs and flowers not only fland 
not in need of any at all, but are 
even injured by it. 

Whether the addition of flea-falt, 
as formerly recommended, be of 
any real fervice, is greatly to be 
doubted. The uies generally af- 
fignecl to it are, to pehetrate and 
unlock the texture of the fubjecEl 
more effectually than Ample water 
could do; and to prevent the fer¬ 
mentation or putrefaction into 
which the matter is apt to run dur¬ 
ing the length of time that the 
maceration is often continued. But 
fea-falt feems rather to harden and 
condenfe, than to foften and re- 
folve, both vegetable and animal 
fubjects; and if it prevent putre¬ 
faction, it muff, on that very ac¬ 
count, be rather injurious than of 
fervice. The refolution here aim¬ 
ed at approaches near to a be¬ 
ginning putrefactiorj; and. faline 
fubftances, by retarding this, pro¬ 
long the maceration far beyond the 
time that would otherwife be ne- 
ceffary. It is in the power of the 
operator, when he perceives the 
procefs coming near this pitch, to 
put a flop to it at pleafure, by pro¬ 
ceeding immediately to diftillatioii. 
By thefe means, the whole affair 
will be finiflied in a very little 
time, wi;h at lead equal advan¬ 
tage in every other refpeft; pro¬ 
vided the manual operations of 
pounding, rafping, and the like, 
which are equally neceffary in ei¬ 
ther cafe, be lcientifically complied 
with. 

Bodies of a very vifeous and com¬ 
pact texture are direfted, iii the 
Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia, to be 
fermented for fome days with a 
little yeaft: half their quantity o 
water is fufficient for performing 
the fermentation ; fo much more as 
is neceffary, is to be added after¬ 
wards, before the diftillation. This 
procels undoubtedly promotes the 
refolution of the fubje<5t, and the 
A a a 
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extrication of the oil ; it rarely hap¬ 
pens , however, that ajjifiances of this 
kind are needful. Particular care 
muft be had not to continue 
the fermentation too long; or to 
give a bad flavour to the oil by an 
ill-chofen ferment, or ufing too 
large a quantity of any. 

Some chemifts pretend, that by 
the addition of falts and acid fpi- 
rits they have been enabled to 
gain more oil from certain vege¬ 
table matters, than can poffibly be 
got from them without .fuch affift- 
ance. Experiments made on pur- 
pofe to fettle this point feem to 
prove the contrary. This at leaft 
is conftantlv found to be true; that, 
where there is any reafon to think 
the yield to be greater than ufual, 
the quality of the oil is proporti¬ 
onality injured. The quantity of 
true eflential oil in vegetables can 
by no mean? be increafed; and 
what is really contained in them 
may be eafily feparated without 
any addition of this kind. All that 
faline matters can do in this refpeft, 
is, to make the water ftifceptible 
of a greater degree of heat than it 
can fuftain by itfelf, and thus ena¬ 
ble it to carry up a grofs undhious 
matter, not volatile enough to arife 
with pure water. This grofs mat¬ 
ter, mingling with the pure oil, in- 
creafes the quantity, but at the 
fame time muft necelfarily debale its 
quality. And indeed, when water 
alone is made ufe of, the oil which 
comes over about the end of the 
operation is remarkably lefs fra¬ 
grant, and of a thicker conliftence, 
than that which arifes at the be¬ 
ginning ; diftilled a fecond time, 
with a gentle heat, it leaves a large 
quantity of grofs, alrnoft inlipid, 
reiinous matter behind. 

The choice of proper ivfruments is 
of great conference to the perform¬ 
ance of this procefs to advantage. 
There are fome oils, which pafs 
freely over the fwan-neck of the 


head of the common ftill: others, 
lefs volatile, cannot eafily be made 
to rife fo high. For obtaining 
thefe laft, we would recommend a 
large low head, having a rim °f 
hollow canal round it. In *b lS 
canal the oil is detained on its fH* 
afcent (and thence conveyed at 
once into the receiver); the advan¬ 
tages of which are fufficiently en¬ 
vious. 

U r ith regard to the fire , the opf' 
rator ought to be expeditious 1)1 
railing it at firft, and to keep it nP 1 
during the whole procefs, of ft lC 1 
a degree, that the oil may freel' 
diftil otherwife, the oil will 
expbfed to an unneceflary heat, a 
circumftance which ought as mn c 
as poflible to be avoided. 
communicates to all thefe oil* f 
difagreeable impreflion, as is ev 1 
dent from their being much l e 
grateful when newly diftilled, th a 
after they have ftood for fome tin 1 
in a cool place; the longer theh e ‘l, 
is continued, the more alteration 
muft produce in them. 

The greater number of oils f 
quire for their diftillation the h e ‘ 
of water ftrongly boiling; but tn e ^ 
are many alfo which rife with 
confiderably lefs heat: fuch y, 
thofe of lemon-peel , citron-peel , (l , 
of the flowers of lavender and ,D J 
mary , and of almojl all the more 0 
riferous kinds of flowers. We 
already obferved, that thefe flo'E^, 
have their fragrance greatly 
jured, or even deftroyed, by' b 
ing or bruifing them. It 13 
paired alfo by the immeffio 11 
water, in the prefent procefs; a ^ 
the more fo in proportion to ajl d 
continuance of the immerfion 
the heat.. Hence thefe oils, din 1 ^ 
in the common manner, 
much lefs agreeable in fine" 1 
the fubjefts themfelves. fop ^\$ 
diftillation of fubftances of 
clafs, I have contrived anofhe 1 
thod. Inftead of being imm e 
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its Water ’ they are expofed only to 
^ v apour. A proper quantity of 
0 ^ Qr being put into the bottom 
0 „ the ftflg odoriferous Herbs 
b n,lowers are laid lightly in a 
e * e b of fuch a fize that it may 
it* c*" 5 '^ ie and re ^ againft 

he , es ’ juft above the water. The 
W 3C being then fitted on, and the 
c atei [ rnane to boil, the fleam, per- 
}y , a ting through the fubject, im- 
£ r es the oil, without impairing its 
t . a gance, and carries it over into 
'receiver. Oils thus obtained 
e fs the odour of the fubjedt in 
tlf exc l u ifite degree, and have no- 
! n g of the difagreeable feent per- 
j n 1Va ble in thofe diftilled by boil- 
8 them in water in the common 
banner. 

( l ^ may be proper to obferve, 
j ‘ t thofe oils which rife with a 
ter ^ eat *^an t ^ iat boiling wa- 
ch’ are generally called, by the 
ter ert ^ c al and pharmaceutical wri¬ 
te S ’.%^ oils; and thofe which 
bo^r lre ^ le ^ ieat vvater hrongly 
. Ill S> are called ponderous. I have 
J. 0l ded thefe expreffions, as they 
Co § a t be thought to relate to the 
ty- ^Paratwe gravities of the oils; 
Ugfk which the volatility or fixed- 
is r lave no connection. Oil-olive 
tiai h.ter than molt of the effen- 
t 0 °ils; but the heat requifite 
Vl ,L. rria ke it diftil exceeds that in 
di^b the heavieft effenual oil 
confiderably more than the 
0 £^ °f boiling water exceeds that 

Tf* 

Hill • Watcr employed in the di- 
i^hT 011 e l5entiol oils, always 
as \ 1 . ^ ome portion of the oil; 

a , U | S £v ideut from the fmell, tafte, 
Ca c °lour which it acquires. It 
tail n0t however retain above a cer- 
as u ^ llant ity; and therefore fuch 
m ,, as been already ufed, and al- 
v a Curated itfelf, may be ad- 
C^geoufly employed, inftead of 
baon water, in a fecond, third, 


or any future diftillation of the fame 
fubjeCt. 

Some late chemical writers re¬ 
commend, not the water which 
comes over, but that which re¬ 
mains in the ftill, to be ufed a fe- 
cond time. This can be of no fer- 
vice; as containing only fuch parts 
of the vegetable as are not capable 
of arifing in diftillation, and which 
ferve only to impede the action of 
the water as a menftruum, and to 
endanger an empyreuma. 

After the diftillation of one oil, 
particular care fliould be had to 
duly cleanfe the worm before it 
is employed in the diftillation of a 
different plant. Some oils, thofe 
of wormwood and anifeeds for in- 
ftance, adhere to it fo tenacioufly, 
as not to be melted out by heat, or 
waftied off by water. The beft 
way of cleaning the worm from 
thefe, is to run a little lpirit of 
wine through it. 

Effential oils, after they are di¬ 
ftilled, fliould be fuffered to ftand 
for fome days, in veffels ioofely 
covered with paper, till they have 
loft their difagreeable fiery odour, 
and become limpid : then put them 
up in fmall bottles, which are to 
be kept quite full, clofely ftopt, in 
a cool place. With thefe cautions, 
they will retain their virtues in per¬ 
fection for many years. 

When carelefsly kept, they in 
time gradually lofe their flavour, 
and become grofs and thick. Some 
endeavour to recover them again, 
afrer they have undergone this 
change, by grinding them with 
about thrice their weight of com¬ 
mon fait, then adding a large pro¬ 
portion of water, and diftilling 
them afrefli. The purer part arifes 
thin and limpid, poffefling a great 
degree of the priftine fmell and 
tafte of the oil, though inferior in 
both refpeCts to what the oil was 
at firft. This rectification, as it is 
Aa $ 
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called, fucc.eeds equally without the 
fait. The oils, when thus altered, 
are nearly in the fame ftate with 
the turpentines, and other thicken¬ 
ed oily juices, which readily yield 
their purer oil in diftillation with 
water alone. 

When elT'ential oils have entire¬ 
ly loft tjieir fmell, fome recom¬ 
mend adding them in the diftil¬ 
lation of a frefti quantity of the 
oil of the fame plant; by which 
means they are faid to fatiate 
themfelves anew with the odorous 
matter, and become entirely reno¬ 
vated. This practice, however, 
ought doubtlefs to be difapproved, 
as being no other than a fpecious 
fophiftication; for it can do no 
more than to divide, between the 
old oil and the new, the adtive 
matter which belongs to the new 
alone, 

Effential oils , medicinally con- 
• fidered, agree in the general qualities 
of pungency and heat: in particular 
virtues, they differ as much as the 
fubjebts from which they are ob¬ 
tained 5 the oil being the diredt 
principle in which the virtues, or 
part of the virtues, of the feveral 
i'ubjeels refide. Thus the carmina¬ 
tive virtue of the warm feeds,-—the 
emmcnagogucoi fa v i n,— the nervine of 
fofemary, the ffomachic of mint,-r-the 
pntifcorbutic of feurvy-grafs,—the 
cordial of aromatics, &c. are con¬ 
centrated in their oils. 

There is another remarkable dif¬ 
ference in effential oils , the founda¬ 
tion of which is lefs obvious; that 
of the degree of their pungency and 
heat; which are by no means in 
proportion, as might be expedted, 
to thofe of the fubjedt they were 
drawn from. The oil of cinnamon , 
for infiance, is exceffivelv pun¬ 
gent and fiery; in its undiluted 
ftat it is almofi caufiic : — whereas 
cloves a fpice which in fubftance 
J 5 far rsiQre pungent than the other, 


yields an oil which is far lefs fo* 
This difference feems to depend 
partly upon the quantity of oil af* 
forded, cinnamon yielding much 
lefs than clove's, and confequently 
having its adtive matter concen¬ 
trated into a fmaller volume; part' 
ly, upon a difference in the nature 
of the adtive parts themfelves : f° r 
though ellenfial oils contain always 
the fpecific odour and flavour of 
their fubjects, whether grateful 
ungrateful, they do not always 
contain the whole pungency ; tin s 
rejides frequently in a more jixt 
fvious matter , and does not rife with 
the oil. After the diftillation of 
cloves, pepper, and " fome other 
fpices, a part of their pungency lS 
found to remain behind : a fimp[ e 
tindlure of them in redlified fpiri*- 
of wine is even more pungent than 
their pure effential oils, 

The more grateful oils are fre- 
quentiy made ufeof for reconciling 
to the ftomach medicines of them- 
felves difguftful. It has been cuf* 
tomary to employ them as correc- 
tors for the rejinous purgatives; 311 
ufe to which they do not feem t0 
be well adapted. All the fervic e 
they can here be of, is to mak e 
the refin fit eafier at firft on_th e 
ftomach : far from abating the if 1 ' 
fating quality upon which the viru¬ 
lence of its operation depends, they 
pungent oils fuperadd a freih I rl ' 
mulus. 

Effential oils are never given 
on account of their extreme heat a > ! ' 
pungency ; which in fome is fo g yeat J 
that a Jingle drop , let fall upon 1 te 
tongue, produces a gangrenous efeha ?• 
They are readily imbibed by p u ‘ e 
dry fugar, and in this form may 
conveniently exhibited. Grout*, 
with eight cr ten times their weight 
fugar , they become foluble 
aqueous liquors, and thus may D 
diluted to any affigned deg r ^‘ 
Mucilages alfip render them P 51 " 
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Cl We with water into an uniform 
. 1 k _y liquor. They diffolve likewife 
\ n Spirit of wine : the more fragrant 
an equal weight, and alrnoii all 
°* them in lefs than four times their 
°'vn quantity. Thefe folutions 
be either taken on i'ngar, or 
rril xed with fyrups, or the like: 
?. n mixing them with water, the 
J QUor grows milky, and the oil fe- 
Paratesf 

The more pungent oils are em- 
P °> ed externally againft par al) tic 
COlt fplaints, numbnefs, pains and aches, 
oL d tumours , and in other cafes 
^’here particular parts require to 
e heated or {Emulated. The tooth- 
j t- " e is fometimes relieved by a 
l °p of thefe almofl caultic oils, 
f e ceiv'ed on cotton, and cautioully 
^ttroduced into the hollow tooth, 
p Lithe lalt edition of the London 
h arinacopoeia, the following di- 
e <-uons are given with regard to 
‘ e mode of obtaining the essen- 
riA *. OILS of 

Anise, 

Caraway, 

Juniper berry, 
Lavender, 

Peppermint, 

Spear-mint, 

Origanum, 

Pennyroyal, 

Rosemary, 

Sassafras root. 
thefe oils be drawn off by 
ion from an alembic with 
a Rrge refrigeratory; but to pre- 
an empyreuma, the fubllance 
be macerated in water previ- 
U y° diftillation. 
j-he water which comes over 
} lt; h the oil in diftillation, is to be 

^ptforufe. 

LRentiai oils are prepared from 
d^^bles in the manner of their 
drilled waters; but with fome- 
th P ro P ort i° n water : 

1 ° e °f the odoriferous kind chief- f 
y mom flowers, or plants in a 
0 Bering date. The time of ma¬ 


Let 

^Itillat 


ceration varies with the tempera¬ 
ture of the feafon and texture of 
the fubllance, from two or three 
days to a week, or longer. 

The oils are to be feparated after 
diftillation, by means of a funnel, 
the ftern of which being flopped 
by the finger, and the liquor poured 
into it; the oil, if lightsfwims at 
the top; if ponderous, fubfides: 
the undermoft, whether oil or wa¬ 
ter, is by removing the finger firft 
let out, and the uppermol! retained 
by replacing the finger and again 
doling the Item. 

The fame directions are to be 
obferved in diltilling the eflential 
oils inferted in the following pages, 
which are not fpecified in the cata¬ 
logue of the London College above 
recited, fuch as the Oleum Abfinthii , 
Sabina , Cham a meli, Gy mini, &c. 
OLEUM ABSINTHII ESSEN - 
TIALE. 

Fffential oil of the leaves of worm - 
wood. 

Edinb. 

This is one of the more ungrate¬ 
ful oils : it fmells ftrongly of the 
wormwood, aud contains' its par¬ 
ticular naufeous talte ; but has little 
or nothing of its bitternefs, this re¬ 
maining entire in the deco&ion left 
after the diftillation. Its colour, 
when drawn from the frelh herb, is 
a dark green ; from the dry, a 
brownilh yellow. This oil is re¬ 
commended by Hoffmann as a mild 
anodyne , in fpafnod.c contractions : 
for this purpofe he directs a dram 
of it to he difl'olved in an ounce of 
rectified fpirit of wine, and feven 
or eight drops of the mixture taken 
for a dofe in any convenient vehi¬ 
cle. Boerhaave greatly commends, 
in tertian fevers, a medicated liquor 
compofed of about feven gr'ains of 
the oil, ground firft with a dram of 
fugar, then with two drains of the 
fait of wormwood, and afterwards 
difl'olved in fix ounces of the diftil- t 
led water of the fame plant. Two 

A -a 4 
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hours before the fit is expedit'd, the 
patient is to bathe his feet and legs 
in warm water, and then to drink, 
two ounces of the liquor every 
quarter of an hour till the two hours 
are expired. By thefe means, he 
fays, all cafes of this kind are ge¬ 
nerally cured with eale and fafety, 
provided there is no fchirrofity 
or fuppuration. With us, the oil 
of wormwood is employed chiefly 
as a vermifuge , and for this purpofe 
is both applied externally to the 
belly, and taken internally. It is 
mod conveniently exhibited in the 
form of pills, which it may be re¬ 
duced into by mixing it with crumb 
of bread. 

OLEUM SEMINUM ANETHI 
ESSENTIALE. 

Ejfcntial oil oj dill feeds. 

This is a very warm oil; of a 
flavour not very agreeable, lefs fo 
than that of the feeds. It is fome- 
times given as a carminative , in fla¬ 
tulencies, colicky pains , hiccups , and 
the like, from one to three or four 
drops. 

OLEUM SEMINUM ANISI 
ESSENTIALE. 

EJfential oil of anifeeds. 

L. E. 

This oil poflefles the tafte and 
fmell of the anifeeds in perfection. 
It is one of the mildeft of the di¬ 
ddled oils. Fifteen or twenty 
drops may be taken at a time with¬ 
out danger, though common prac¬ 
tice rarely goes fo far as half this 
number. Its fmell is extremely 
durable and diffufive. Milk drawn 
from the bread, after taking it, is 
found impregnated with its odour; 
and poflibly this may be, in part, 
the foundation of the pecloral vir¬ 
tues ufually aferibed to it. In fla¬ 
tulencies and colics , it is Laid by fome 
to be lefs effectual than the feeds 
themfelves. 

It is remarkable of this oil, that 
it congeals, even when the air is 
not fenfibly cold, into a butyrace- 


ops confidence : and hence, in the 
didillation of it, the operator ought 
not to be over-folicitous in keeping 
the water in the refrigeratory too 
cool: it behoves him rather to let 
it grow fomewhat hot, particular¬ 
ly towards the end of the procefsj 
otherwife "he oil congealing may 
fo dop up the worm, as to en¬ 
danger blowing off the head of the 
dill ; at lead a confiderable quan¬ 
tity of oil will remain in it. 

JDofe—five to twelve drops. 
OLEUM CARUI ESSEN¬ 
TIALE. 

Ejfcntial oil of caraway feeds. 

L. E. 

The flavour of this exaftly re- 
feinbies that of the caraway- R 

is a very hot and pungent oil. It > s 
not unfrequently made ufe of as a 
carminative : and fuppofed by fome 
to be peculiarly ferviceable for pr°’ 
mating urine, to which it commu¬ 
nicates fome degree of its fmell. 

Dofe—one to five drops. 
OLEUM CARYOPHYLLI A RO- 
M ATI Cl ESSENTIALE. 

Ejfcntial oil of cloves. 

L. E. 

This oil is fo ponderous as to fink 
in water, and is not eafily elevated 
in diftillation : if the water which 
comes over be returned on the Re¬ 
maining cloves, and the didillation 
repeated, fome more oil will gene- 
rally be obtained, though much in* 
ferior in quality to the fird. The 
oil of cloves is ufually deferibed as 
being “ in fade exceffively hot and 
fiery, and of a gold yellow colour-' 
(Boerh. Procejf.) Such indeed is th e 
compofition which we receive nn* 
der this name from Holland : bid 
the genuine oil of cloves is one of 
the milder oi Is : it may be taken 
with great fafety (duly diluted) t0 
the quantity of ten or twelve drop® 
or more. Nor is its colour at al 
yellow, unlefs it has been long an 
carelefsly kept, or didilled by t0 ° 
violent a fire. When in perfre* 
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* lor b it is limpid and colourlefs , of a 
V lea J'ant, moderately warm , and pun- 
% tnt ta Jle, and a wry agreeable fmell, 
touch refembling that of the fpice 
^felf. The Dutch oil of cloves 
^-°ntains a large quantity of ex- 
P re fled oil, as evidently appears 
^pon examining it by diftillation. 
'bis however cannot be the addi- 
b°n to which it owes its acrimony. 

fmall proportion of a refinous 
e *tra6f of cloves communicates 
0 a large one of oil a deep-co- 
° Ur 5 and a great degree of acri- 
toony. 

Dofe—three to fix drops. 
y LEUM FLORUM CHAM^E- 
MELI ESSENTIALE. 
fjfential oil of camomile flowers . 

Edin, 

* his is a very pungent oil, of a 
l , r .° n ? not ungrateful fmell, refem- 
j ln gthat of the flowers. Its co- 
• ^ lr is yellow, with a caff of green- 
n or brown. Is is fometimes giv- 
ll 111 the dofe of a few drops, as a 
minative, in hyft eric diforders , and 
ew t fe as a vermifuge. It may be 

°nveniently made into pills with 
Cru nib of bread. 

OLEUM CINNAMOMI. 


Oil 


of cinnamon . 


L. E. 

^ ■‘bis valuable oil is extremely 
and pungent, of a moll agree- 
e flavour, like that of the cinna- 
an°j U ^belf. In cold languid cafes , 
y debilities of the nervous fyflem , it 
« °’f °f the moft immediate cordials 
tvy Cl re ftoratives. The dofe is one, 
a j °’ 01- three drops ; \yhich mull 
rt ays. be carefully diluted by the 
Ration °f fugar, &c for fo 
at is the pungency cf this oil, 
bugle drop let fall upon the 
k cgue, undiluted, produces, as 
efrk aave obferves, a gangrenous 
oil " t ^ ie diftillation °f this 

the ^ 1T5art bre is required ; and 
it b°f V ^ leac i> with a channel round 
ftill • re recommended for the di- 

attojj Q f j e f g vo ]£ t ji e 0 ji S} 


is particularly neceflary for this, 
which is one of the leaft volatile, 
and which is afforded by the fpice 
in exceeding fmall quantity. The 
difiilled water retains no fmall por¬ 
tion of the oil; but this oil being 
very ponderous, great part of it 
fubfides, from the water, on land¬ 
ing for two or three weeks in a 
cool place. 

Dofe—one drop to three. 

OLEUM SEMINUM CYMIN1 
ESSENTIALE. 

Effential oil of cummin feeds. 

This is one of the warmer and 
lefs pleafant oils. It is employed 
chiefly in cold, flatulent, hyfleric com¬ 
plaints. It gives its fmell ftrong to 
the urine, and is fuppofed peculi¬ 
arly ferviceable for promoting its 
difeharge. 

Dofe—one to three drops. 
OLEUM SEMINUM FCENI- 
CULI ESSENTIALE. 

EJJ'cntial oil ofl fennel feeds. 

The oil obtained from fweet fen¬ 
nel feeds is much more elegant and 
agreeable than that of the common 
fennel. It is one of the mildeft of 
thefe preparations. It is nearly of 
the fame degree of ivarm tk with that 
of anifeeds; to which it is likewife 
fimilar in flavour, though far more 
grateful. It is given as a carmina¬ 
tive, in cold indifpofltions of the fo - 
mack ; and in fome kinds of coughs, 
for promoting expectoration. 

Dofe—two to twelve drops. 
OLEUM TUNIPERI BACCiE 
ESSENTIALE. 

Effential oil of juniper berries. 

L. E. 

This oil is a very warm and 
pungent one, of a ftrong flavour, 
not unlike that of the berries. In 
the dofe of a drop or two, it proves 
a ferviceable carminative and floma~ 
chic. In one of fix, eight, or more, 
a fimidating detergent , diuretic , and 
emmenagogue. It feems to have 
fomevvhat of the nature of the tur¬ 
pentines, or their diftilled oil; like 
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which it communicates a violet 
fmell to the urine. 

The oil of thefe berries refides 
partly in veficles fpread through the 
fubftance of the fruit, and partly 
in little cells contained in the feeds; 
when the berry is dry, and the oil 
hardened into a refinous fubftance, 
it becomes vifible, upon breaking 
the feeds, in form of little tranfpa- 
rent drops; In order therefore to 
obtain this oil to advantage, we 
ought, previoufty to the diftillation, 
to bruife the berry thoroughly ; fo 
as to break the feeds, and entirely 
lay open the oily receptacles. 

Dole—two to ten drops. 
OLEUM florum LAVENDUL/E 
ESSENTIALE. 

Effential oil of lavender flowers. 

L. E. 

This oil, when in perfection, is 
very limpid, of a pleafant yellow- 
ifh colour, extremely fragrant, pof- 
feffing in an eminent degree the pe¬ 
culiar fmell generally admired in the 
flowers. It is a medicine of great 
ufe, both externally and internally, 
v in paralytic and lethargic complaints, 
rheumatic pains, and debilities of the 
nervous fyjlem- 

Lavender flowers yield the moft 
fragrant oil, and in confiderably 
the largeft quantity, when they are 
ready to fall off fpontaneouflv, and 
’ the feeds begin to fliew themfelves; 
the haves give out extremely little. 
The flowers may be feparated from 
the reft of the plant, by drying it a 
little, and then gently beating it: 
they fhouid be immediately com¬ 
mitted to diftillation, and the pro¬ 
cess conduced with a well.regu¬ 
lated gentle heat: too great heat 
would not only change the colour 
of the oil, but likevvife make a dif- 
agreeable alteration in its fmell. 

Dofe—one to fix drops. 
OLEUM LIMGNIS. 

Effential oil of lemon-peel. 

Lond. 

This is a pleafant oil, of a fine 


fmell, very near as agreeable as that 
of the frefh peel; it is one of the 
lighteft and moft volatile effential 
oils we have, perfectly limpid, and 
almoft colourlefs. It is taken in 
dofes of two or three drops, as a 
cordial, in wcahiefs of the Jlonicich, 
See. though more frequently ufed 
as a perfume. It gives a fine fla¬ 
vour to the officinal Spiritus am¬ 
monia: compoftus , and occafions 
the foap pills to fit eafy on the fto- 
mach. 

Dofe—two to five drops. 
OLEUM MACJS ESSENTI¬ 
ALE.. 

Effential oil of mace. 

L. E. 

The effential oil of mace is mo¬ 
derately pungent, very fubtile and 
volatile, of a ftrong aromatic fmelh 
like that of the fpice itfelf: it is 
thin and limpid, of a pale yellow- 
ifh colour, with a portion of thick¬ 
er and darker-coloured oil at the 
bottom. This oil is celebrated in 
vomiting,jhiccnfs, colicky pains, & c * 
both given internally and applied 
externally to the jiomach and umbilici 
region. It is however but rarely 
made ufe of, and not often met 
with in the (hops. 

Dofe—one to four drops. 

See alfo Macis and Nux mos- 

CHATA. 

OLEUM MARJORANiE 
ESSENTIALE. 

Effential oil of marjoram leaves* 
Edinb. 

This oil is very hot and pene* 
trating, in flavour not nearly f 
agreeable as the marjoram itfen- 
when in perfection, it is of a p al 
yellow colour ; by long keeping’ 
it turns reddifh : if diftilled "’E 
too great a heat, it arifes of t‘ uS 
colour at fir ft. It is fuppofed t0 
be peculiarly ferviceable in re ^ fl 
at ions, cbjt ructions and mucous d l J 
charges of the uterus; the dole 
one or two drops. 


3^3 
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OLEUM MENTELE SATIVAS 
ESSENTIALE. 

Effential oil of the leaves of com¬ 
mon nunt. 

_ . . L. E. 

This oil fmells and tafles flrong- 
y of the mint, but is in both refpe&s 
orrievi/hat lefs agreeable than the 
ltr b itfelfr It is an ufeftilJlomachic 
‘^edicine; and not unfrequently ex- 
1 mited in want of appetite, weaknefs 
°f the fomach , reac/iings to vomit, 
^ n d fimilar diforders, •when not ac- 
c °mpanied with heat or inflammation. 
J- is likewife employed externally 
° r the lame purpefes; and is an 
Reliant ingredient in the ftoma- 
c hic plafter of the fhops. 

Lofe —one drop to five. 

OLEUM MENTHiE PIPERI- 
TIDIS ESSENTIALE. 

Jftntial oil of the leaves of pep¬ 
permint. 

Lond. 

This poflefles the fmell, tafle, 
virtues of the peppermint in 
P er fedI5on; the colour is a pale 
Syoenifii yellow. It is a medicine 
0 ,g r eat pungency and fubtility; 

difiufes, almofi as loon as 
,1 er b a glowing warmth through 
A e whole fyftem. In colics accom¬ 
panied with great coldnefs , and in 
J ° m f h yft eric complaints , it is of ex- 
Oellert fervice. - 

Lofe-—two or three drops, 

u LEUM NUCIS MOSCHAT& 
ESSENTIALE, 

Effential oil of nutmegs. 

Lond. 

f /T e e ffLntial oil of nutmegs pof- 
. e es the flavour and aromatic vir- 
es °f the fpice in an eminent de- 
?^ ee *. It is fimilar in quality to 
. e 0l l of mace, but fomewhat lefs 
grateful. 

L°f e __t wo to five drops. 

OLEUM ORIGANI ESSEN- 
P . TIALE. 

• JJential oil of the leaves of ori - 
ganvni. 


L. E. 

This oil has a very pungent 
acrimonious tafle, and a penetrat¬ 
ing fmell. It has been chiefly em¬ 
ployed externally as an errhine , and 
for eafng pains of the teeth. 

OLEUM ESSENTIALE PIPE- 

RIS JAMA1CENSIS. 

Effential oil of Jamaica pepper. 
Edinb. 

This is a very elegant oil, and 
may be ufed as a fuccedaneum to 
the oils of fome of the d£arer fpices. 
It is of a fine pale colour, in fla¬ 
vour more agreeable than the oil of 
cloves, and not far fhort of that of 
nutmegs. It finks in water, like 
the oils of fome of the eaflerq 
fpices. 

OLEUM PULEGII ESSEN¬ 
TIALE. 

Effential oil of the leaves of penny¬ 
royal. 

L.E. 

This oil, in fmell and tafle, re- 
fembles the original plant : the 
virtues of which it likewife pof- 
fefles. It is given in hyfieric cafes t 
&c. 

Dole, from one to five drops. 
OLEUM RORISMARINI ES¬ 
SENTIALE. 

Effential oil of re fern ary. 

L. E. 

The oil of rofemary is drawn 
from the plant in flower. When in 
perfection, it is very light and thin, 
pale, and almofi colourlels: of great 
f'ragrancy, though not quite fo 
agreeable as the rofemary itfelf. 
It is recommended in nervous and 
hyfieric complaints.Boerhaaveholds 
it in great efteem againfl epilepfies 
and fupprefftons of the uterine purga-t 
tic ns, occafioned by weaknefs and 
inactivity. 

Dole, from three to five drops, 
OLEUM LIGNI RHODII ES, 
SENTIALE. 

Effential oil of rhodium , 

Edinb. 


364 PHARMACEUTICAL PREPARATIONS. Part III. 


This oil is extremely odorife¬ 
rous* and principally employed as a 
perfume in feenting pomatums, and 
the like. Cuftom has not as yet 
received any preparation of this 
elegant aromatic wood into internal 
ufe. 

OLEUM RUTJE ESSENTIALE. 

Effential oil of rue leaves, 
fidinh. 

The oil of rue has a very acrid 
tafte, and a penetrating fmell, re- 
fembling that of the herb, but ra¬ 
ther more unpleafant. It is fome- 
times made ufe of in byjleric dijbr- 


greatly commended as a fudorific, 
and for purifying the blood and juices 
it is like wife fuppofed to be of fer- 
vice in humouralajlhmas and coughs • 

Dofe, from two to ten drops. 

The decoftion remaining after 
the diftillation of the oil affords 
by infpiffation an uieful ext raft. 
Hoffmann fays, he has given it with 
great benefit, as a corroborant in ca¬ 
chectic cafes, in the decline of inter¬ 
mitting fevers , and for abating hy¬ 
pochondriacal fpafms . 

Dofe 3 i. 

OLEUM TEREBINTHINfE. 


ders, and as an anthelmintic; as alfo 
in epilepfies proceeding from a relaxed 
jlate of the nerves. 

Rue yields its oil very fparingly. 
The largeft quantity is obtained 
from it hen the fiovers are ready to 
fall off) and the feeds begin to jhcvj 
tbemflves. Suitable maceration, 
previous to the diftillation, is here 
extremely neceftarv. 

OLEUM SABINiE ESSEN¬ 
TIALE. 

Effential oil of favin leaves. 

Edinb. 

Savin is one of the plants which 
yield, without much maceration, 
a very large quantity of oil; which 
is a celebrated uterine and emmena- 
gngue : in cold phlegmatic habits , it is 
undoubtedly a medicine of much 
fervice, though not capable of per¬ 
forming what it has been ufuaily 
reprefented to do. 

Dofe—two or three drops, or 
more. 

OLEUM SASSAFRAS RADICIS 
ESSENTIALE. 

Ffential oil offajj'afras. 

L. E. 

This is the rnoft ponderous of all 
the known effential oils, but rifes 
in diftillation with fufficient eafe: 
it appears limpid as water, has a 
moderately pungent tafte, a very 
fragrant fmell, exaftlv refembling 
that of the fallafras. It ftands 


Oil of turpentine. 

Load. 

Take of 

Common turpentine,five pounds; 
Water, four pounds. 

Diftil the turpentine from the wa¬ 
ter in a copper alembic. 

After the oil has been diftilled 
there remains the refina Jlava , 
which is only ufed for external ap¬ 
plication, to give confiftence to 
plafters, and fimilar purpofes. 

^ This oil is a very hot ftimulating 
medicine. It is fometimes given as 
a fudorific and diuretic , in the dole 
of two or three drops: in large 
dofes, it is apt greatly to heat the 
body, occafion pain of the head, 
and effufion of the femen and liquor 
of the proftrate glands. It has 
nevertheiefs been taken in confide- 
rable dofes (aiong with honey of 
other convenient vehicles) again^ 
chronic rheumatfm , the f iatica , and 
lumbago; and, as it is laid, with 
great fuccefs. Some have recoin* 
mended it again ft venereal runnings •' 
but here it has produced mifichievous 
confequences, inflaming the parts 
and aggravating the diforder. Care 
fhould be taken not to give very 
large dofes ; as an inftance has been 
mentioned of bloody urine fucceed- 
ing the exhibition. Externally 
it is not unfrequently employed 
againf rheumatic pains, aches , fpraWh 
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k> r difcufjitig cold tumours, and re- 
•firdining hemorrhages. 

OLEUM TEREBINTHINiE 
RECTIFICATUM. 

Rectified oil of turpentine, 

L. E, 

Take of 

Oil of turpentine, one pound ; 
Diftilled water, four pints,' or 
^ pounds. 

OLEUM VIN1. 

Oil o f wine. 

Lend. 

fake of 
Alcohol; 

Vitriolic acid—each one pint, 
"fix them by degrees, and diftil; 
taking care that no black froth 
paffes into the receiver. Separate 
the oily part of the diddled li¬ 
quor from the volatile vitriolic 
acid. To the oily part add water 
°f pure ka'i , fufticient to cor¬ 
rect the fulphureous fmell ; fub- 
mit it again to diftillation, and 
draw over what little aether there 
may be, with a gentle heat. The 
oleum mini remains in the retort, 
Swimming on the watery liquor, 
from which it is to be feparated. 
The vitriolic acid fhould bead¬ 
ed to the alcohol bv a little at a 
fUTie, waiting till the firft addition 
incorporated before another quali¬ 
fy is put in ; by which the enfu- 
ln g heat is iuconfiderable, and the 
c °rnbination is effefted without in¬ 
convenience: otherwife, if they are 
put together too haffily, great heat 
a ud ebullition would be raifed, diffi- 
P ate a part of the mixture, ha- 
2af d the breaking of the veffel, and 
e udanger the operator. 

The chief ufe which is at pre- 
, en£ made of the oleum vini is to 
0r m the Spirirus eetheris <vitmolici 
Con ipofitus. 

Most of the fo regoing oils are 
c r nwn bv our chemids, and eafilv 
Procurable in a tolerable degree of 
P er fe£tion; thofe o icinnamon, cloves. 


nutmegs, and mace, excepted. Thefe 
are ufually imported: and are for 
the mod part fo much adulterated, 
that it is difficult to meet with fuch 
as are at all fit for ufe. 

Nor are the adulterations of thefe 
kinds of preparations eafilv difeo- 
verable. The groffer abufes in¬ 
deed may be readily detected : thus 
if the oil be mixed with fpirit of 
wine, it will turn milky on the ad¬ 
dition of water ;—if with exprefleJ' 
oils , reftified fpirit will dillolve the 
eflential, and leave the other be¬ 
hind if with oil of turpentine, on 
dipping a piece of paper in the 
mixture, and drying it with a gen¬ 
tle heat, the turpentine will be be¬ 
trayed by its fmell. But the more 
fubtie artifts have contrived other 
methods of fophiftication, which; 
elude all trials of this kind. 

Some have looked upon the fpe- 
cific gravity of oils as a certain cri¬ 
terion of their genuinenefs ; and 
accordingly we have given a table 
of the gravity of feveral in page 40 . 
This however is not to be abfolute- 
Iy depended on : for the genuine 
oils, obtained from the fame fub- 
jedts, oftentimes differ in gravity as 
much as thofe drawn from different 
ones. Cinnamon and cloves, whofe 
oils ufually fink in water, yield, if 
llowlv and warily diitilied, an oil of 
great fragrancy, which is neverthe- 
lefs fpecifically lighter than the 
aqueous fluid employed in the di- 
itillation of it; whilff, on the other 
hand, the lafl: runnings of fome of 
the lighter oils prove fometimes fo 
ponderous as to fink in water. 

As ail effeniial oils agree in the 
general properties of folubility in 
fpirit of wine, indiffolubility in wa¬ 
ter, mifeibility with water by the 
intervention of certain intermedia, 
volatility in the heat of boiling wa¬ 
ter, &c. it is plain that they may be 
varioufly mixed with one another, 
or the dearer fophifticated with the 
cheaper, without any poffibility of 
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difcovering the abufe by any trials 
of tins kind. And indeed it would 
not be of much advantage to the 
purchafer, if he had infallible cri¬ 
teria of the genuinefs of every in¬ 
dividual oil. It is of as much im¬ 
portance, that they be good, as that 
they be genuine ; for I have often 
feen genuine oils from incurious di- 
ftillation,and long and carclefs keep¬ 
ing, weaker both in fmell and tafte 
than the common fophifticatedones. 

The fmell and tajle fcem to be the 
only certain tefls that the nature of the 
thing will admit of. If a bark fliould 
have in every refpedf the appear¬ 
ance of good cinnamon, and fhould 
be proved indifputabiy to be the 
genuine bark of the cinnamon tree; 
yet, if it want the cinnamon flavour, 
or have it but in a low degree, we 
rejedt it; and the cafe is the fame 
with the oil. It is only from ufe 
and habit, or comparifons with 
fpecimens of known quality, thatwe- 
can judge of the goodnefs either of 
the drugsthemfelves,orof their oils. 

Moft of the eflential oils, indeed, 
are too hot and pungent to be tafled 
with fafety ; and the fmell of the 
fubjedl is fo much concentrated in 
them, that a fmall variation in this 
refpedt is not eafily diftinguiflied. 
But we can readily dilute them to 
any affignable degree. A drop of 
the oil may be difl'olved in fpirit of 
- wine ; or received on a bit of fugar, 
^nd dilfolved by that intermedium 
in water. The quantity of liquor 
which it thus impregnates with its 
flavour, or the degree of flavour 
which it communicates to a certain 
determinate quantity, will be the 
meafure of the degree of goodnefs 
of the oil. 


PREPARATIONS. Part HI. 

We fhall here fubjoin fome ex¬ 
periments of the quantity of ejfen- 
tiat oil obtained from different ‘vege¬ 
table^ reduced into the form of a 
table. The firfi column contains 
the names of the refpedlive vegeta¬ 
ble fubftances—the fecond the quan¬ 
tity of each which was fubmitted 
to the diftillation—and the tbirdfhe 
quantity of oil obtained. In every 
other part of this book where pound 
weights are mentioned, the troy 
pound of twelve ounces is meant; 
but thefe experiments having been 
all made by a pound of fixteen 
ounces, it was thought expedient to 
fet down the matter of fadf in the 
original weights ; efpecially as the 
feveral materials in the large quan¬ 
tity commonly required for the di- 
ftiilation of oils are purchafed by 
weights of the fame kind. But to 
remove any ambiguity which might 
arife hence, and enable the reader 
to judge more readily of the yield, 
a redudlion of the weights is given 
in the next column ; which fliews 
the number of parts of each of the 
fubjedts, from which one part of 
oil was obtained. To each article 
is affixed the author’s name from 
whom the experiment is taken. 
The different diftillations of one 
fubjedl, feveral of which are in- 
ferted in the table, fhew how varia¬ 
ble the yield of oil is, and that the 
exotic fpices, as well as our indi¬ 
genous plants, do not always con¬ 
tain the fame proportion of this ac¬ 
tive principle: though it muft be 
obferved, alfo, that part of the dif¬ 
ferences may probably arife from 
the operation itfelf having been 
more or lefs carefully performed. 
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Table of the quantity of Effential Oil obtained from different 

Vegetables. 


■^Sallochum wood 
V- n geIica root 
■ft-nifeed . 

An ifeed 
■^■nifeed . 

jkfoedita - - - 

a |atnus aromaticus - - 

a *atxius aromaticus - 
ar a\vay feeds 
araxvay feeds 
ar away feeds 
p r hne thiftle root 
ardamom feeds 
a rrot feeds 
^ af carilla 

^ainomile flowers 
v-y. ITl nion camomile flowers 
camomile flowers - 
p ^d camomile flowers - 
^ervil leaves, frefli 
p? d ar wood - - - 

p! n namon 
p! n namon - 

p! n »amon 

p! nt ’-amon ... 

O ! n namon 
p, r y feeds 

c ary 

^tov 


in flower, frefh 


es 


p! 0v es 
,ffves 


c: 


;°Paiba balfam 


;°Paiba balfam 


fy,q lrn ’ n feed 
i-J^amnus Creticus - 

Kl 1 fad - - 

£l^ Carn pan$* ro °t 

S en nel feed, common 
er jtiel feed, fweet - 
e al ?. n g a i root, 
Q? rll <*root, frefli 


t* n ger 

Hvrr era ^' ! ^ root ’ 
^.yflop leaves 

&£°P leaves 
yflbp leaves 


frefli 


IO 

lb. A 

f 4 

dra. " 

'i 

r 320 

I 

lb. 


1 

dra. 


128 

I 

lb. 


4 

dra. 


3 2 

3 

lb. 


1 

oun. 


48 

4 

lb. 


1 

oun. 


V 64 

4 oun. 


1 

dra. 


32 

5 ° 

lb. 


2 

oun. 


i8 5 

1 

lb. 


2 

ferup. 


192 

4 

lb. 


2 

oun. 


32 

2 

lb. 


9 

dra. 


281 

1 cwt. 


83 

oun. 


2 »4 

1 

lb. 


2 

iferup. 


*53 

1 oun. 


1 

ferup. 


24 

2 

lb. 


1 

Ldra. 


171 

r 

lb. 


1 

dra. 


128 

1 

lb. 


30 

gra. 

N £ 

256 

6 

lb. 


5 

dra. 

0 

153 

1 

lb. 


20 

gra. 


384 

6 

lb. 


2 

idra. 

QJ 

.2 

3°7 

9 

lb. 

n - 

30 

gra. 

s 

2304 

1 

lb. 

'0 

2 

dra. 

Jo 

0 

64 

1 

lb. 


1 

dra. 

C/3 

128 

1 

lb. 

a 

, 4 J 

0 

Kd’up. 

£ 

1 S 3 

4 

lb. 

< 

Gl> 

6 

dr. 


851 

1 

lb. 

< 4 -< 

O 

2 

dra. 


64 

1 

lb. 


8 

ferup. 

0 

4s| 

4 

lb. 

<u 

2 

2 

dra. 

rt 

256 

1 ^olb. 


3 

ioun. 

Cu 

594 

1 

lb. 


X 

ioun. 

O 

c 

IC T 

1 

lb. 


2 

ioun. 

0 

7i 

2 

lb. 


5 

oun. 

eS 

6i 

1 

lb. 


6 

oun. 


2 t 

1 

lb. 


8 

oun. 


2 

1 bulb. 


21 

oun. 



1 

lb. 


30 

gra. 


256 

4 

lb. 


2 

pun. 


3 2 

2 

lb. 


3 

| ferup. 


245 

1 

lb. 


1 

oun. 


16 

2 oun. 


1 

ferup. 


4b 

x bufh. 


iS 

oun. 



1 

lb. 


1 

dra. 


128 

2 

lb. 


30 

gra. 


256 

1 

lb. 


1 

dra. 

, 

X 2 b' 

8 oun. 


*5 

gra. 


256 

2 

lb. 


1 

|dra. ■ 


237 

1 

lb. 



idra. 


85 

1 

Ib.j 


V 2 

dra. „ 


L 6 4 


Hoff. 

Caitb . 

Neum. 

Lewis* 

Lewis. 

Neum. 

Hoff. 

Neum. 

Lewis. 

Lewis. 

Lewis. 

Neum. 

Neum. 

Lewis. 

Carth. 

Cartb. 

Lewis . 

Cartb. 

Lewis. 

Neum . 

Margg. 

Sala. 

Neum. 

Lemcry. 

Carth. 

Carth. 

Lewis. 

Lewis . 

Tcichffi. 

Carth. 

ILff. 

Hoff.. 

Lewis. 

Lewis. 

Lewis. 

Neum. 

A 'euTtt. 
Neum. 

Carth. 
Neum, 
N< urn, 
Neum. 
Neum. 
Cartb. 
Cartb . 
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Hyflop leaves, frefli 
Hyflop leaves, frefli - 
Hyflop leaves, frefli - 
Juniper berries 
Juniper berries 
Lavender in flower,frefli - 
Lavenderin flower, frefli - 
Lavender ip'flower, frefli - 
Lavender,flow 7 ers, frefli - 
Lavender flowers, dried - 
Lavender flowers, dried - 
Lavender flowers, dried - 
Broad-leaved Lavender ? - 
flowers, dry ) - 

Lovage root - 
Mace - 
Mace - 

Marjoram in flower, frefli 
Marjoram in flower, frefli 
Marjoram in flower, frefli 
Marjoram leaves, frefli - 
Marjoram leaves, dried - 
Mali erwort root 
Milfoil flowers, dried 
Mint in flower, frefli 
Mint leaves, dried 
Peppermint, frefli 
Myrrh - - - - 

Myrrh - - 

Nutmegs - 

Nutmegs - 

Nutmegs - 

Nutmegs - 

Nutmegs - 

Parflev feeds ... 
Parfley leaves, frefli - - 

Parfnip feeds - 
Pennyroyal in flower, frefh 
Black pepper - 
Black pepper 
Black pepper 
Black pepper 
Black pepper 
Pimento - 
Rhodium wood 
Rhodium wood 
Rhodium wood 
Rhodium wood 
Rhodium wood 
Rofemary in flower - 
Rofemary leaves 
Rofemary leaves 


2 cwt. 
10 lb. 
30 lb. 
8 lb. 

1 lb. 
48 lb. 
30 lb. 
i 3 4cw. 

2 lb. 
lb. 


1 


lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 


81 

34 lb. 
i84lb. 

4 lb - 

1 lb. 
14 lb. 

6 lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 

2 lb. 
238 lb. 

8 lb. 
13 lb. 
2 lb. 
1 lb. 
1 lb. 
1 lb. 
6 lb. 
1 oun. 
1 lb. 
1 lb. 
1 lb. 
1 lb. 
1 lb. 
1 cwt. 
1 lb. 
1 lb. 


d 

til 

O 

T 5 

V 

"O 


6 oun. 

3 dra. 

9 dra. 

3 oun. 

3 dra. 

12 oun. 

6|oun. 
60 oun. 

4 dra. 

2 oun. 
x oun. 

3 oun. 

1 oun. 

2 dra. 

1 dra. 

5 dra. 

6 dra. 
3 foun. 
3-' : dra. 
iioun. 

4 dra. 

1 oun. 
30 gra. 

4 dra. 
4 fdra. 
x’oun. 

3 dra. 

2 dra. 

3 dra. 
x oun. 

1 oun. 

4 dra. 

6 dra. 

5 dra. 

1 dra. 

2 oun. 

2 dra. 

6 dra. 

6 dra. 

21 dra. 

4 fcrup. 

1 dra. 

3 dra. 
3° gra. 

3 

2 

3 

3 

4 
8 


t 3 


dra. 

dra. 

dra. 

dra. 

dra. 

oun. 

dra. 

dra. 


f 597 
427 
427 

4 2 f 
42 
64 
72 
403 
64 

32 
32 

64 
64 
128 
2 5 y 

21 y 

347 
493 
362 
592 
64 
256 
448 
177 

r 0 ' i 7°7 
64 

4 2 t 
16 
16 
32 
2I t 
2 5 t 

256 
1904 
512 
277 

4 2 ! 

82 

,9 6 
128 
256 

16 

4 2 ! 

64 

4 2 t 
4 2 t 
132 

224 
64 

4 2 f 


Lewis. 

Lewis. 

Lewis. 

Hoff- 

Curtb. 

Lewis. 

Lewis. 

Lewis. 

Hoff- 

Lewis. 

Hoff. 

Hoff. 

Hoff. 

Carth. 

Carth • 

Neum. 

Carth • 

Lewis. 

Lewis. 

Leu is. 

Lewis. 

Hoff. 

IS CUM. 

Lewis . 
Lewis. 

tiff-, 

Lewis . 

Hoff 

Nairn. 

ILff. 

Geoff. 

Ncum . 

Sala. 

Carth. 

Lewis. 

Lewis» 

Lewis. 

Lewis. 

Lewis• 

Neum. 

Carth. 

Heijlef. 

Geoff. 

Neum . 

Neum . 

Sala. 

Sala. 

Carth. 

Carth. 

Lewis. 

Sala. 

Sala. 
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Simple diflilled Waters 


ternary leaves 
ternary leaves 
^ofemary leaves 
t) °tetnary leaves, frefh. 
£of cs 

Jofes 

R°tes . 

Rue 

; ; . 

p Ue in flower 
£ Ue in flower 
'He with the feeds 

^ffron 

^ a § e leaves 

^ a § e in flower, frefh - 
n a S e of virtue in flower 
(-.“geof virtue in flower 
,, a ffafras 
^ffafras 
^vi n 

a Unders, yellow 
c^'allage feeds 
►i e uhas in flower, frefh 


Th 


^--ytne in flower, frefli 
> a J'tne in flower, dry 


3 lb, 
i lb. 
i lb. 
70 lb. 
100 lb. 
100 lb. 
12. lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
1 lb. 
34 lb. 
27 lb. 
8 lb. 


10 

10 

4 

60 

72 

1 


lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 


t. 


2 cwt, 

. .. si 1R 

j ITl on thyme in flower, frefli 5 x lb. 
j e nion thyme in flower,frefli 98 lb. 
r^Uon rhy me, dried a little 104 lb, 
'U r ° rr nood l eaves J dry - 4 lb, 

. °rm\vood leaves, dry - 18 lb 

y uttnwood leaves, dry - 25 lb 

£ doary . - i lb 


•J 


f 3|' j ra. 

1 dra. 
i|dra. 

5 oun. 

4 dra. 

1 oun. 
'20 °ra. 

2 gra. 

4 dra. 
x dra. 
2401111. 

3 oun. 
i-fdra. 

5 fcrup. 
i^oun. 

6 dra. 
lidfa. 
i|oun. 

2 oun. 

3 oun. 

2 dra. 
2|fcrup 

2 dra. 
rioun. 
i^dra. 
x^oun, 
2ioun. 

3 oun. 

1 oun. 

1 J-oun. 
3401111. 

L 1 dra. 


1 


y H 


3 6 9 

m\Neum. 
12%'Cartb . 
82 Cartb. 
224! Lewis. 
%200\Tdcbcn. 
16oo| Hornb. 
768 .Hof. 
6 ±o\Hoff. 
320 'Hof. 

31 2 Lewis. 
507 Lewis. 
384 ’Lewis. 
854 Vogel. 

7 7 Cartb. 
344 Lewis. 
i 376 .Lewis. 
681 'Lewis. 

5 s'Hotf. 


4 8 

64 


64 

iS 4 

368 

652 
298 

653 

627 

555 

64 

192 

114 

128 


Neum. 

Hof. 

Cartb. 

Neum. 

Lewis. 

Lewis. 

Lewis. 

Lcwi>. 

Lewis. 

Lewis. 

I,cwis. 

Lewis. 

Lewis. 

Neum. 


S E C T. II. 

Erections for obtaining Simple distilled Waters. 


T HE effluvia which exhale in 
y the air from many vegeta- 
^ les > particularly from thofe of the 
u . 0r ous kind, confift apparently of 
P'uitipies of great fubtility and ac- 
. 1Vlt y, capable of ftrongly and fud- 
c nly afFeding the brain and ner- 
° Us f)'ftem, & efpecially in thofe 
‘°te nerves are of great fenfibili- 
^ > and likewife of operating, in 
‘lower manner, v.pon the fyftem 
* gvofler veflels. Thus Boer- 


h a a v e obferves that in hyjlerical 
and hypochondriacal per Jons, the fra¬ 
grant odour of the Indian hyacinth 
excites ftrange fpafms, which the 
flrong feent of the rue relieves-—. 
that the effluvia of the walnut-tree 
occafion head-achs, and make the 
body coftive :—that thofe of poppies 
procure deep :—and that the lmell 
of bean-hloffloms, long Continued, 
diforders the fenfes. Lembry re¬ 
lates, from his own knowledge, 
B b 
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that feveral perfons were purged, 
by flaying long in a room where 
damafk rofes were drying. 

Some of the chemifts have in¬ 
dulged themfelves in the pleafing 
Purvey of thefe prefiding fpirits, as 
they are called, of vegetables; their 
peculiar nature in the different fpe- 
cies of plants ; their exhalation in¬ 
to the atmofphere by the fun’s heat, 
and difperfion by winds; their ren¬ 
dering the air of particular places 
medicinal, or otherWifd, according 
to the nature of the plants that 
abound. They have contrived alfo 
different means for coile£ling thefe 
fugitive emanations, and concen¬ 
trating and condenfmg them into a 
liquid form ; employing either the 
native moifture of the fubje6l, or 
an addition of water, as a vehicle 
or matrix for retaining them. 

The procefs which has been 
judged mod analogous to that of 
nature is the following. The fub- 
je< 5 t frefli gathered, at £he feafon of 
its greateft vigour, with the morn¬ 
ing dew upon it, is laid lightly and 
unbruifed. in a (hallow veffel, to 
which is adapted a low head with a 
recipient. Under the veffel, a live 
coal is placed, and occafionally re¬ 
newed, fo as to keep up an uni¬ 
form heat, no greater than that 
which obtains in the atmofphere in 
fummer, viz. about 85 degrees of 
Fahrenheit’s thermometer. In this 
degree of heat, there arifes, very 
flowly, an invifible vapour, which 
condenfes in the head into dewy 
drops and falls down into the re¬ 
ceiver, and which has been fup- 
pofed to be the very fubflance that 
the plant would have fpontaneoufly 
emitted in the open air. 

But on fubmitting to this, pro¬ 
cefs many kinds of odoriferous ve¬ 
getables, I have always found the 
liquors obtained by it to be very 
different from the natural effluvia 
of the refpeflive fubje&s : they 
had very little fmell, and no re¬ 


markable tafte. It appeared that a 
heat, equal to that of ffhe atmp' 
fphere, is incapable of railing ,rl 
clofe veflels thofe parts of vegeta¬ 
bles which they emit in the op® n 
air. It may therefore be*prefumed> 
that, in this laft cafe, fome other 
caufe concurs to the effect: that ip 
is not the fun’s heat alone, which 
raifes, and impregnates the air with 
the odorous principles of vege ta " 
bles, but that the air itfelf, or th® 
watery humidity with which 
abounds, ailing as a true diflbl- 
vent, extrails and imbibes them ; 10 
that the natural effluvia of a pla rkt 
may be looked upon as an infillin' 1 
of the piant made in air. Th® 
purgative virtue of the damafk rofe? 
and the aftringency of the walnut 
tree, which, as above obferved, at® 
in fome meafure communicated W 
the air, may be totally extrail e y 
by infufion both in watery and fp 1 ' 
rituous menffrua, but never rife i' 1 
diftillation with any degree of heap 
and the volatile odours of aromatic 
herbs, which are diffufed throng* 1 
the atmofphere in the low®} 1 
warmth, cannot be made to diff' 
without a heat much greater than 
is ever found to obtain in a (had¬ 
ed air. 

But the reafon of this has be® 11 
attempted to be accounted for, W 
fuppofing that the effluvia arift’ 1 # 
from growing vegetables, are chi e £ 
ly exhaled by the living energy P 

the plant; the odoriferous* matter 1 

a real fecretion, which cannot y 
performed independent of 
veffels; and it is reafon able 
allow the fame powers for the eX 
halation of the effluvia, as fort 1 
tranfpiration of their watery P alts j 

The above procefs therefore, a11 ^ 
the theory on which it is built? < 1 P i 
pear to be faulty in two P oint /I 
(t.) in fuppofing that all 
principles, which naturally 
from vegetables, may be coll®*-* 
by diftillation; whereas there 


at'® 


t 
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^any which'the air extracts in Yir- 
L1 ‘ e i of ifs diffolving power, and 
j l hich are artificially feparable alfo 
. y diflolvents only ; (2.) in em¬ 
ptying a degree of heat infufticient 
Separating even thofe pfirts 
Xv hich are truly exhalable by heat. 

, T'be foregoing method of diftil- 
at! °U is commonly called dijlilla - 
t J >n by the cold Jlill; but thofe who 
ave pra&ifed it, have generally 
ployed a confiderable heat. A 
Pillow leaden veffel is filled with 
ae frelh herbs, flowers, &c. which 
a . le heaped above it, fo that when 
^ head is fitted on, this alfo may 
° e filled a confiderable way. A lit- 
,e _fire is made under the veflel, fuf- 
j^tnt to make the bottom much 
^otter than the hand can bear, Care 
~ ein g taken only not to heat it fo 
r a s to endanger fcorching any 
P ar t of the fubjeft. If the bottom 
j the veflel be not made fo hot as 
ti» 3ve this effeCt on the part con- 
tff U ° Us to not to be feared 

at the heat communicated to the 
^ of the included matter will be 
I eat enough to do it any injury. 

y this management, the volatile 
P a jt$ of feveral odorous plants, as 
a are effectually forced over; 
iS the procefs has been fkil- 
l y managed, the diflilled liquor 
P °yes richly impregnated with the 
f ,‘. Ve colour and flavour of the 
JeCt, without having received 
f y kind of difagreeable impreflion 
*be heat made life of. 
hr P roce Ss has been chiefly 
n a< -tifed in private families ; the 
^ovvnefs of the diftillation, and the 
en dance and care neceffary for 
p a ^ Ven ting the fcorching of fome 
jp 1 °S the plant, fo as to commu¬ 
te an ungrateful burnt flavour 
tei f e Vi 1101 '? rendering it inconfif- 
tl p 1 the difpatch requifite in 
* A ar ^ er Wa y of bufinefs. 
b e nother method has therefore 
Cal’ 1 * that b >' the common ftill, 
le u? in diftindion from the fore¬ 


going, the hot ftill. Here a quan¬ 
tity of water is added to the plant, 
to prevent its burning : and the li¬ 
quor is kept nearly of a boiling 
heat, or made fully to boil, fo that 
the vapour rifes plentifully into the 
head, and pafling thence into a fpi- 
ral pipe or worm placed in a veflel 
of cold water, is there condenfed, 
and runs out in drops quickly fuc- 
ceeding one another, or in a con¬ 
tinued ftream. ’ The additional wa¬ 
ter does not at all weaken the pro¬ 
duce : for the moft volatile parts of 
the fubjeCt rife firft, and impreg¬ 
nate the liquor that firft diftils : as 
foon as the plant has given over its 
virtue fufticiently, which is known 
by examining from time to time the 
liquor that runs from the nofe of 
the worm, the diftillation is to be 
ftopt. 

This is • the method of diftilla¬ 
tion commonly praCtifed for the of¬ 
ficinal waters. It is accompanied 
with one ‘imperfection, affeCting 
chiefly thofe waters whofe princi¬ 
pal value confifts in the delicacy of 
their flavour ; this being not a lit¬ 
tle injured by the boiling heat ufu- 
ally employed, and by the co-agi¬ 
tation of the odorous particles of the 
fubjeCt with the water. Sometimes 
alfo a part of the plant flicks to the 
fides of the ftill, and is fo far 
fcorched as to give an ungrateful 
taint to the liquor. 

There is another method of ma¬ 
naging thi/s operation, already re¬ 
commended for the diftillation of 
the more volatile eflential oils, and 
which is equally applicable to that 
of the waters. In this method, the 
advantages of the foregoing ones 
are united, and their inconveni- 
encies obviated. A quantity of 
water being poured into the ftill, 
and the herbs or flowers placed in 
a balket over it, there can be no 
poffibility of burning; the water 
may be made to boil, but fo as not 
to rife up into the balket, which 
Bbj 
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would defeat the intention of this 
contrivance. The hot vapour of 
the water palling lightly through 
all the interftices of the fubjedt, 
imbibes and carries over the vo¬ 
latile parts unaltered in their na¬ 
tive flavour. , By thefe means the 
diftilled waters of all thofe fub- 
flances, whofe oils are of the more 
volatile kind, are obtained in the 
utmoft perfection, and with fuffi- 
cient difpa f ch; for which laft in¬ 
tention the ftill may be filled quite 
up to the head. 

In the cii ft illation of eftential 
oils, the water, as obferved in the 
foregoing feftion, imbibes aLways 
a part of the oil. The diftilled li- < 
quors, here treated of, are no other 
than water thus impregnated with 
the eflential oil of the fubjeft ; 
whatever frnell, tafte, or virtue, is 
here communicated to water, or 
obtained in the form of a watery 
liquor, being found in a concen¬ 
trated Hate in the oil. The eiTeii- 
tial oil, or fome part of it, more 
attenuated and fubtilifed than the 
reft, is the diredt principle, on 
which the title of fpiritus reflor, or 
prefiding fpirit, has been bellowed. 

All thofe vegetables, therefore, 
which contain an eflential oil, will 
give over fome virtue to water by 
diftiilation : but the degree of the 
impregnation of the water, or the 
quantity of water which a plant is 
capable of fatiating with its virtue, 
are by no means in proportion to 
the quantity of its oil. The oil fa- 
tiates only the water that comes 
over at the fame time with it. If 
there be more oil than is fufficient 
for this fatiation, the furplus fepa- 
rates, and concretes in its proper 
form, not mifcible with the water 
that arifes afterwards. Some odo¬ 
riferous flowers, whofe oil is in fo 
little quantity, that fcarcely any 
vifible mark of it appears, unlels 
fifty or an hundred pounds or more 
are diftilled at once, give never- 


thelefs as ftrong an impregnation 
to water, as thole plants which ab¬ 
ound moft with oil. 

Many have been of opinion, that 
diftilled waters may be mqre and 
more impregnated with the virtues 
of the fubjedE and their ftrengt i 
increafed to any afiigned degree, 
by cobohation , that is, by re-oifl) 
ling them a number of times from 
frelh parcels of the plant. Expe¬ 
rience, however, Ihows the con¬ 
trary; a water liei’.fully drawn m 
the firft diftiilation, proves, on 
everv repeated onep not ftrongei* 
but more difagreeable. Aqueous 
liquors are not capable of imbibing 
above a certain quantity of the vo¬ 
latile oil of vegetables, and tins 
thev may be made to take up by 
one, as well as by any number ot 
diftillations. The oftener the pro- 
cel's is repeated, the ungrateful ii»‘ 
pveflion, which they generally re¬ 
ceive from the fire even at the fh 
time, becomes greater and greater* 
Thofe plants which do not yield a* 
firft waters fufficientlv ftrong, are 
not proper lubjedls for this process, 
fince their virtue may be obtain¬ 
ed much more advantageoufly W 
others. . 

General rules for the diftiilation of tn* 
officinal fituple waters. 

Plants and their parts, where they 
are diredted frelh, fuen only nlU 
be employed ; but fome are f 
lowed to be ufed dry, as ben 1 ,, 
eafily procurable in this Hate 

oil fimop thoHph 


all times of the year, though 
ther more elegant waters nftg ~ 
be obtained from them win 


green. 


IT. 


When frelh and juicy' herbs 
to be diftilled, thrice their weig” p 
of water will be fully fufficien^ 
but drv ones require a much big , 
quantity. In general, there fh^V 
be fo much water, that after al 5 
tended to be diftilled has come ° v 
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^ ere rnay be liquor enough left to 
Prevent the matter from burning to 

^ ftill. * * 

T} HI. 

]- diffillation may be performed 
111 an alembic with a refrigera- 
toi y, the junctures being luted. 

IV. 

Plants differ fo much, according 
0 the foil and feafon of which they 
re the produce, and like:wife ac- 
F 0r ding to their own age, that it is 
^poflible to fix the quantity of 
^ter to be drawn from a certain 
; ei ghtof them, to any invariable 
a ndard. The diftillafion may al- 
j. a )’s be continued as long as the 
f \ u °r runs well flavoured of the 
and no longer. 

’■he herbs be of prime goodnefs, 
tiae y mufl be taken in the weights 
P r efieri bed. But when frefh ones 
a *" e fubftituted to dry, or when 
the plants themfelves are the pro- 
c ‘uce of unfavourable feafons, 
a °d weaker than ordinary, the 
Quantities are to be varied ac- 
c °rding to the diferetion of the 
artift. 

j ^-fter the odorous water, alone 
a ^ en ded for ufe, has come over, 
^ ac idulous liquor arifes, which 
W l0 metimes extracted fo much 
as 0fri the copper head of the ftill, 
o\v; tQ P rove emetic. To this are 
t -, In R the anthelmintic virtues at- 
uted to certain diftilied waters. 

In V * ' 

the preceding edition of the 
'dmburgh Pharmacopoeia, fome 
^fgetables were ordered to be 
hghtly fermented with the ad- 
c jtion of veaft, previouflv to the 
iffiHatiou ’ 

^ he principle, on which this 
t^’^genient is founded, is cer- 
f Q n v juft ; for the fermentation 
e whajt opens and unlocks their 
V f } ’ fo as to make them part 
lati 1 ni0re * n the fubfequent dillil- 
fro° n ^ lan cou ^ be drawn over 
them without fome affiftaace 


v / 1/ 

of this kind. Thofe plants, how¬ 
ever, which require this treatment, 
are not proper fubjects for' fimple 
waters ,to be drawn fro;n ; their 
virtues being obtainable to better 
advantage by other proceffes. 

VI. 

If any drops of oil fwim on the 
furfaCe of the water, they are to 
be carefully taken off. 

VII. 

That the waters may keep the bet¬ 
ter, about one-twentieth part of 
their weight of proof fpirit may 
be added to each, after they are 
diftilied. 

A great number of diftilied wa¬ 
ters was formerly kept in the fhops, 
and are ftill retained in foreign 
Pharmacopoeias. The faculty of 
Paris direct, in a late edition of their 
Codex Medicamentarius, no lefs than 
one hundred and twenty-five dif¬ 
ferent waters, and one hundred and 
thirty different ingredients in one 
fingle water. Near one half of 
thefe preparations have fcarcely any 
virtue or flavour from the fubjedf, 
and many of the others are infig- 
nificant. 

The colleges of London and 
Edinburgh have rejedfed thefe ol- 
tentaticus fuperfluities; and given 
an elegant and compendious fet of 
waters, fufficient for anfweringfuch 
purpofes as thefe kinds of prepara¬ 
tions are applied to in pradlice. 
Diftilied waters are employed chiefly 
as grateful diluents, as fuitable vehi¬ 
cles for medicines of greater efficacy , 
or for rendering difgufiful ones more 
acceptable to the palate and ftomach : 
few are depended on, in any intenti¬ 
ons of coufequence, by themfelves. 

AQUA SEMINUM ANETHI. 

Dill-feed ’water. 

Load, and Edinb. 

Take of 

Dill-feeds, a pound ; / 

Water, as much as is fufficient 
to prevent an empyreuma. 
Draw off one gallon, or ten pints, 
B b 5 
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This water, which turns out The London and Edinburgh 
pretty ftrong of the dill-feeds, is Colleges order all the Ample waters 
fometimes employed as the bafis of to be diftilled in the fame manner; 
carminative juleps. It is flmilar in the former drawing off one gallon , 
flavour to a water drawn from cara- and the latter ten pints, from the 
way feeds, but lefs agreeable. quantity of the ingredients fpecified 

Dofe, ^2 to 34. below. 


Cort. Cinnam. ftj. L. E. 

Cortic. Cass. Lign. ftj. R 

Mentha piperit. ,florentis, ftj. E. ftjfs. L. 

-Sativ.® florentis, $>3. E. ftjfs. L. 

Pulegii Florentis, ft3. E. ftjfs. L. 

Fructus Pimento, vel Pimento, ftfs. L. E. 
URos® Damascene, vel recentis, \ 

| Petalorum Rosacum.Pallida rum recentium.j ^ 
Cort. Limon. recent, ft2. E. 

Cort. Aurant. Flifp. recent, fta. E. 

Fceniculi Seminum, ftj. L. 


The London college conliders 
moft of the waters to be diftilled 
from the dry herbs, becaufe they 
cannot be procured frefli at all 
times; but whenever they are ufed, 
their weight muft ,be increafed in 
proportion. Whether the frefli or 
dry herbs are employed, the ope¬ 
rator is left at liberty to vary the 
weight, according to the feafon in 
which they, have been produced 


and colledfed. And after diftilla- 
tion the college of Edinburgh or¬ 
ders half an ounce of proof fpirft 
of wine to be put to every pound 
or pint of the diftilled water. 

Befides what the two college* 
have adopted, fome other waters 
remain in this work, on account 
of their apparent utility ; and fome 
from the authority by which they 
are fupported ; as the 


Aq. Caflorei, %j.—draw off 2 pints. 
Cerefolii rec. ftj.—draw off ft8. 
Ceraforum nigrorum. 

Hyffopi. 

Mdiflai. 

Sabime. 

Rutae. 


which are to be diftilled in the fame 
manner as before directed. In thefe 
five laft the quantity of the ingre¬ 
dients is not fpecified; therefore 
any indeterminate portion may be 
taken; and adding a fufficient quan¬ 
tity of water to avoid an empyreu- 
ma, as much may be drawn off as 
preferves any tafte of the ingredi¬ 
ent employed. To thefe therefore, 
and thofe above fpecified, we {hall 
merely fpeak of the medicinal pur- 


pofes they feem, in fome degree 
calculated to anfvver. 

AQUA CASTOREI. 

Cajlor water. 

L 071 ( 1 . 

Caftor yields almoft all its fU* 
vour in diftillation to water ; b ll£ 
treated in the fame manner with 
fpirit of wine, gives over nothing* 
The fpirit of caftor, formerly k e Rj 
in the (hops, had none of the fm^‘ 
or virtues of the drug; whiift t£l 
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^ater here dire&ed proves, when 
re fti drawn, very ftrong of it. 

is remarkable, that the virtues 
* this animal fubftance refide in a 
°latile oil, analogous to the etTen- 
Ia ‘ oils of vegetables. Some are re¬ 
puted to have obtained, in diftil- 
’ n g large quantities of the drug, a 
'tiall portion of oil, which fmelt 
e xtremely ftrong of the caftor, and 
^ufed its ungrateful fcent to a 
S r eat diftance. 

. This water is made ufe of in 
"jfleric cafes , and fome nervous co?n- 
£ a ‘»ts i though it has not been 
°Und to anlwer what many people 
from it. It lofes much of 
lts flavour in keeping. 

CERASORUM NI6R0RUM. 

Black cherry water. 

This is a very grateful water, 
j'T'd has long maintained a place in 
“ e fttops. It has frequently been 
P^ployed by phyficians as a vehicle 
| n preference to the other diftil- 
ec * waters; and among nurfes, 
a °fl others who have the care of 
7oung children, has been the firft 
re medy againft the convuliive dif- 
^‘ders to which children are fo of- 
tei1 fubjeft. 

, This water has neverthelefs of 
ate been brought into difrepute, 
an d by fome looked upon as poi- 
°?ous. They obferve, that it re- 
^i y es its flavour principally from 
i e cherrv-ftones ; and that thefe 
e ^Oels, like many others, bear a 
^wrnblance in tafte to the leaves 
^ ^e lauro-cerafus, which have 
, e ^n dil'covered to yield, by infu- 


Aon 


°r diftillation, the moft fudden 


Poifon known. Some phyficians of 
orcefter have found, by trial pur- 
^° lel y made, that a diftilled water 
„ er y ftrongly impregnated with the 
av our of the cherry kernels (no 
^ lorc than two pints being diftilled 
^°m fourteen pounds of the cherry 
f 0 ° nes ) proved in like manner poi- 
Oous to brutes: the committee of 
e Tondon college repeated the 


fame experiment, and found the 
effects agreeable to thofe gentle- 
men’s report. 

It by no means follows from thefe 
trials, nor after fuch long expe¬ 
rience can it be imagined, that 
black cherry water, when no ftrong- 
cr than the fttops have been ac« 
cuftomed to prepare it, is unfafe. 
Thefe kernels, as the committee 
obferve, plainly referable opium, 
and fome other things, which poi- 
fon only when taken in too great 
a quantity; the water from the 
very laurel leaves is harmlefs when 
\uly diluted ; and even fpirit of 
wine proves a poifon of a kind not 
greatly different, if drunk to a cer¬ 
tain degree of excefs. Nor can it 
be concluded, from the trials with 
the ftrong black cherry water on 
dogs, &c. that even this will have 
the fame effects in the human body ; 
the kernels of many forts of fruits 
being in fubftance poifonous to 
brutes, though innocent to man. 

It is pollibie, however, that this 
water in any degree of ftrength may 
not be altogether fafe to the tender 
age of infants, where the princi¬ 
ples of life are but juft beginning 
as it were to move ; it is poflibie, 
that it may there have had perni¬ 
cious effects, without being fufpedt- 
ed ; the fymptoms it would pro¬ 
duce, if it fhould prove hurtful, 
being fuch as children are often, 
thrown into from the difeafe which 
it is imagined to relieve. On thefe 
confiderations, both the London 
and Edinburgh colleges have chof- 
en to lay it afide;«more efpeckily 
as it has been too often counter¬ 
feited with a water diftilled from 
bitter almonds, which are known to 
communicate a poifonous quality. 
AQUA CINNAMOMI. ' 
Cinnamon water» 

This is a very grateful and ufe- 
ful water, pofielfmg in an eminent 
degree the fragrance and aromatic 
cordial virtues of the fpice. Great 
B b 4 
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care fhould be had, in the choice of 
the cinnamon, to avoid the too com¬ 
mon impofition of fubftituting cafia 
it its room. This latter yields a 
water much lefs agreeable than that 
of cinnamon, and whoQ flavour is 
manifeftly empyreumatic. The two 
drugs may be eafily diftinguifhed 
from one another by the marks laid 
down under the refpedfive articles 
in the fecond part of this work. 

The virtues of all thefe waters 
depend upon their containing a 
portion of the oil of the fubjedh 
The oil of cinnamon is very pon¬ 
derous, and arifes more difficultly 
than that of any of the other vege¬ 
table matters from which Ample wa¬ 
ters are ordered to be drawn. This 
obfervation diredts us, in the di- 
flillation of this water, to make ufe 
of a quick fire and a low veflel. 
For the fame reafon, the water does 
not keep fo well as might be wifh- 
ed ; the ponderous oil parting from 
it in time, and falling to the bottom, 
when the liquor lofes its milky hue, 
its fragrant fmell, and aromatic 
tafte. Some recommend a fmall 
proportion of fugar to be added, in 
.order to keep the oil united with 
the water. 

Dofe, 2 ; 2 to ^ 4. 

AQUA DISTILLATA. 

Djlilled ivatcr. 

Loud. 

Take of 

Spring water, ten gallons; 

Draw off by diitillation four 
pints ; which being thrown a- 
way, draw off four gallons. 

This is the beft procefs for ac¬ 
quiring water, with a degree of pu¬ 
rity neceflary for anfwering many 
medicinal purpofes; as it is a means 
of clearing it from many heteroge¬ 
neous parts with which water in 
its native ftate is unavoidably im¬ 
pregnated. Thus freed, then it is 
rendered fltter for a variety of phar¬ 
maceutical and chemical procefles, 
than when in a flate of lefs purity. 


AQUA FCENICULI. 

Fennel water. 

Lond. 

This water is fufliciently grate¬ 
ful, and is faid to poflefs diuretic 
and carminative powers. It is often 
given to children, and appears ufe- 
ful in thofe flatulent complaints to 
which they are fubjedt. -Some have 
obferved, that the upper leaves and 
tops, before the flower appears, 
make a more elegant water, and a 
remarkably finer eflential oil, than 
the lower ones ; but no part of the 
herb is equal in flavour to the feeds. 

Dole, 12 to ^ 4 . 

AQUA HYSSOPI. 

Hyfop water. 

Edinb. 

Hyflop water has been held by 
fome in confiderable effeem, as an 
uterine and a pell oral medicine. Fe'V 
at prefent expedt any Angular vir¬ 
tues from it, nor is it often made 
ufe of, or met with in the {hops > 
but by fome it is frequently ern* 
ployed. If it has any efficacy, 
powers would be better acquired by 
infufion or decodfion. 


AQUA MELISS/E. 

Balm water. 

Edin. 

In former editions of the Edin¬ 
burgh Pharmacopeia, this water 
was ordered to be cohobated, or re- 
diftilled from frefh quantities of 
the herb. This management feerr> s 
to have been taken from Boerbaave? 
who has a very high opinion of 
water thus prepared. He fays, h e 
has experienced, in himfelf, extra* 
ordinary effedts from it, taken on a 11 
empty ftomach ; that it ha-s fcarce 
its equal in hypochondriacal and hyfi e ‘_ 
rical cafes , the chlorofs , and palp 1 ' 
tation cf the heart , as often as thc> e 
difeafes proceed from a diforder 0 
the fpirits rather than from any 
colledfion of morbific matter. 

For my own part, I have aF 
ready given my opinion with re¬ 
gard to the cohobation of thefe n° 
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quors ; and {hall here only obferve, 
that, whatever virtues are lodged 
111 balm, they may be much more 
perfectly and advantageoufly ex¬ 
tracted by cold infulion in aqueous 
° r Spirituous menftrua : in this pro¬ 
ofs, the liquor Suffers no injury 
from being returned on freih par¬ 
ols of the herb ; a few repetitions 
XV 'U load it with the virtues of the 
Subjeft, and render it very rich. 
The impregnation here is almolt 
V 11 limited ; but in diftilled waters it 
,s far otherwife. 

aqua menti-le SATIVJL 

Simple /pearmint mater. 

Lond. 

This water Smells and taftes very 
Strong of the mint; and proves, in 
many cafes, a ufefulftomachic. Bo- 
e rhaave commends it (cohobat- 
e d) as a prefent and incomparable 
remedy, for frengthening a weak 
ftomach, and curing vomiting proceed - 
l pg from cold vifcous phlegm ; as alfo 
1)1 lienteries. 

Dofe, §2 to ^4. 

AQUA MENTH 7 E PIPERI- 
TID 1 S. 

Simple pepper-mint water. 

Phis is a very elegant and ufe- 
frd water. It has a warm, pun- 
£ e nt tafte, exactly reSembling that 

the pepper-mint itfelf. A Spoon- 
frl or two, taken at a time, warms 
the Jiomach , and gives great relief in 
C; ld, flatulent colics. Some have 
fribitituted a plain infufion of the 
dned leav es of the plant, which 
ls not greatly different in virtue 
from the cli SI ill ed water. 

■Dofe, f 2 to 3.1. 

AQUA CAMPHORS. 

Camphor water. 

Take of, 

Camphor, one ounce and a half ; 
frj it be diffolved in half an ounce 
°' : fpirit of rofemary, then pour 
tipori j.t two pounds of diftilled 
"’ater, and draw off by distillation 
° ne pound and a half. 

This appears to be intended to 


exhibit camphor in a very diluted 
{late, and probably it may agree 
with many ftomachs better in this 
form than any other; howmver it 
is a form by which we may be em¬ 
powered to try in the eaiieft man¬ 
ner whether camphor is likely to 
be offenlive or nor. 

AQUA CEREFOLII. 
Chervil water. 

The cerefolium is held amongil 
foreigners in high efteem as a diu¬ 
retic and aperient , and has been re¬ 
commended in dropfes. This water, 
therefore, may be ufeful in forming 
a proper menftruum for the exhi¬ 
bition of other medicines more 
powerfully calculated to be ufeful 
in Such affections. 

AQUA PrMENTO ; 
formerly 

AQUA- PIPERlSj AMAICEN- 

v SIS. 

Water of Jamaica pepper. 

Lond. 

This diftilled water is a very 
elegant one, and has come pretty 
much into ufe. The hofpitals em¬ 
ploy it as a fuccedaneum to the 
more coftly Spice waters. It is, 
however, inferior in gratefulnefs to 
the Spirituous water of the Same 
Spice hereafter directed. 

JDofe, to 3j; 4. 

AQUA PULEGII. 

Simple penny-royal water. 

Lend. 

This water pofteffes, in a conft- 
derable degree, the Smell, tafte, 
and virtues of the penny-royal. 
It is frequently taken in hyfte- 
r;c calcs, and not without good 
effects. 

Dofe, ? 3 to 3 4. 1 

AQjjA ROSAR UM DAMAS- 
CENARUM. 

Damajk rofe. water. 

Lond. 

This water is principally valued 
on account of its fine flavour, 
which approaches to that generally 
-admired in the rofe itfeif. The 
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purgative virtue of the rofes re¬ 
mains entire in the liquor left in 
the fill!, which has therefore been 
generally employed for making the 
lolutive honey and fyrup, inflead of 
a decoftion or infufion of frefh 
rofes prepared on purpofe : and this 
piece of frugality the college have 
now admitted. A diftilled water 
of red rofes has been fometimes 
called for in the (hops : and flip- 
plied by that of damalk rofes, di¬ 
luted with common water. This 
is a very venial fubftitution ; for 
the water drawn from the red rofe 
has no quality which that of the 
damalk does not po(Tel's in a far fu- 
perior degree; neither the purga¬ 
tive virtue of the one, nor the 
aftringency of the other, arifing in 
cliff i llation- 

Dofe, 1 2 to 1 4. 


SEC 

Spirituous distilled 

T HE flavour and virtues of 
diftilled waters are owing, as 
obferved in the preceding feftion, 
to their being impregnated with a 
portion of the eflential oil of the 
fubjecfc from which they are drawn. 
Spirit of wine, confidered as a ve¬ 
hicle for thefe oils, has this advan¬ 
tage above water, that it is their 
proper menftruum,/and keeps all 
the oil, that riles with it, perfectly 
difl'olved into an uniform limpid 
liquor. 

Neverthelefs, many fubftances, 
which, on being diftilled with wa¬ 
ter, impart to it their virtues in 
great perfection, if treated in the 
fame manner with fpirit of wine, 
fcarce give over to it any fmell or 
talte. This difference proceeds 
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Aqua rut^e. 

Rue water . 

Rue gives over in this procefs 
the whole of its fmell, and great 
part of its pungency. The diftilled 
water Hands recommended in epilep¬ 
tic cafes, the hyjleric pajjion , for pro¬ 
moting perfpiration, and other na¬ 
tural fecretions. 

Aqua sabinel 
Savin water . 

This water is by fome held in 
confiderable efieem for the fame 
purpofes as the diftilled oil of favin. 
Boerhaave relates, that he has found 
it (when prepared by cohobation) 
to give an almojl incredible motion to 
the whole nervous fyftem , and that, 
when properly ufed, it proves emi¬ 
nently ferviceable for promoting the 
menfes and the hemorrhoidal flux . 


T. III. 

Waters and Spirits. 

from fpirit not being fufceptibfe 
of fo great a degree of heat as wa¬ 
ter. Liquids in general, when made 
to boil, have received as great a 
heat as they are capable of fuftain- 
ing: now, if the extent of heat be¬ 
tween freezing and boiling water, 
as meafured by thermometers, be 
taken for a ftandard, fpirit of wine 
will be found to boil with lei 5 
than four-fifths of that heat, o r 
above one-fifth lefs than the he at 
of boiling water. It is obvious 
therefore, that fubftances may be 
volatile enough to rife with the 
heat of boiling water, but not with 
that of boiling fpirit. 

Thus, if cinnamon, for inftance, 
be committed to diftillation with 
a mixture of. fpirit of wine and 
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Wa tcr, or with a pure proof fpirit, 
^hich is no other than a mixture 
about equal parts of the two, 
fpirit will arife firft, clear, co- 
*°urlefs, and tranfparent, and almoft 
.without any tafte of the fpice ; 
c ’ ut as foon as the more ponde¬ 
rs watery fluid begins to arife, 
f he oil comes freely over with it, fo 
Ss to render the liquor highly 
porous, fapid, and of a milky 
hue. 

The proof fpirits ufually met 
"'Jth in the fhops are accompanied 
'yith a degree of ill flavour ; which, 
though concealed by means of cer- 
taui additions, plainly difcovers it-' 
ie ‘f in diftillation. This naufeous 
re hfli does not begin to arife, till 
a hcr the purer fpirituous part has 
over ; which is the very time 
that the virtues of the ingredients 
^ e gin, alfo, moft plentifully to di- 
ri ‘: and hence the liquor receives 
ungrateful taint. To this caufp 
Principally is owing the general 
c °mplaint, that the cordials of the 
^Pothecary are lefs agreeable than 
floie of the fame kind prepared by 
the difliller; the latter being ex- 

• ernely curious in redtifying or pu¬ 
ttying the fpirits (when defigned 

® r what he calls fine goods) from 
ill flavour. 

t Jt was ufual to diredl redtified 
fpirit of wine to be drawn from 
re neh brandy, but that is rather 
,.°° riyar an article in this country 
°. r diftillation ; nor is the fpirit ob- 
^ lne d from it any ways preferable 
0 °ce procurable from cheaper li- 
T'ors. The coarfer inflammable 

• nts may be rendered perfedlly 

an d fit for the niceft pur- 
kJ **; s > by the following method. 

. ‘ the fpirit be exceedingly foul, 
ti " x with about an equal quan- 
y water, and diftil with a flow 
e „’ difcontinuing the operation 
f°on as the liquor begins to run 
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milky, and difcovers, by its nau¬ 
feous tafte, that the impure and 
phlegmatic part is arifing. Bv this 
treatment, the fpirit leaves a con- 
fiderable portion of its foul oily 
matter behind it in the water, which 
now appears milky and turbid, 
and proves highly difagreeable in 
tafte. If the fpirit was not very 
foul at firft, this ablution is not ne- 
ceflary ; if extremely fo, it will be 
needful to repeat it once, twice, or 
oftener. 

As vinous fpirits arife with a lefs 
degree of fire than watery liquor?, 
we are hence diredted to employ, in 
the diftillation of them, a heat lefs 
than that in which water boils: 
and if due regard be had to this 
circumft 3 nce, very weak fpirits 
may, by one or'two wary diftilla* 
tions, be tolerably well freed from 
their aqueous phlegm ; efpecially 
if the diftilling veflels be of fuch 
a height, that the fpirit, by the 
heat of a water-bath, may but juft 
pafs over them. In fuch cafe, the 
phlegmatic vapours w-hich arife for 
a little way along with the fpirit, 
will condenfe and fall back again 
before they can come to the head. 
Very pompous inftruments have 
been contrived for this purpofe, 
and carried in a fpiral or Terpentine 
form to an extraordinary height. 
The fpirit, afeeuding through thefe, 
was to leave all the watery parts it 
contained, in its paflage, and come 
over perfedlly pure and free from 
phlegm. But thefe inftruments are 
built upon erroneous principles, 
their extravagant height defeating 
the end it was defigned to anfwer. 
If the liquor be made to boil, a 
confiderable quantity of mere 
phlegm will come over along with 
the fpirit; and if the heat be not 
raifed to'this pitch, neither phlegm 
nor fpirit will diftil. The molt 
convenient inftrument is the com- 
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mon flill, betwixt the body of 
which, and its head, an adopter or 
copper tube may be fixed. 

A more highly reftified fpirit is 
made by the following procefs, and 
called 

ALCHOHOL. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Reftified fpirit of wine, one 
gallon; 

Prepared kali, made hot, one 
pound and a half; 

Pure kali, one ounce. 

Mix the fpirit of wine with the 
pure kali, and afterwards add 
one pound of hot prepared kali ; 
fhake, and digeft them for twen¬ 
ty-four hours. Pour off the fpi¬ 
rit, and to it add the reft of the 
prepared kali, and diftil in a 
water-bath. Keep it in a veffel 
clofely flopped. 

The prepared kali mult be heat¬ 
ed to 300°. 

The fpecific gravity of alchohol 
is to that of diftilled-water, as 8x5 
to 1000. ‘ 

By this procefs a very pure al¬ 
chohol is obtained, of which we 
flhall be convinced by comparing 
the fpecific gravity of fpirit of wine 
with this, that of the former being 
835 to IQCO. 

Upon digefting the alkaline falts 
with the fpirit for a little time, the 
alkali, from its known property of 
attracting water and oils, will im¬ 
bibe the remaining phlegm, and 
fuch part of the difagveeablq unriu,- 
ous matter as may flill be left in 
the fpirit, and fink with them to 
the bottom of the veffel. If the 
fpirit be now again gently drawn 
over, it will arife entirely free from 
its phlegm and naufeous flavour; 


but fome particles of the alkaline 
fait are apt to be carried up with 
it, and give what the workmen 
call an urinous relifti. This may 
be prevented by adding, previoufly 
to the laft diftillation, a fmall pro¬ 
portion of calcined vitriol, alum, 
or fal catharticus amarus ; the acid 
of thefe falts will unite with, and 
neutralife the alkali, and effe&ually 
prevent it from arifing; while no 
more of the acid of the falts is ex¬ 
tricated than what the alkali ab- 
forbs. 

The fpirit obtained by thefe 
means is extremely pure, limpid, 
perfectly flavourlefs, and fit for 
the fineft purpofes. It may be re¬ 
duced to the ftrength commonly 
underftood by proof, by mixing 
twenty ounces of it (by weight) 
with feventeen ounces of water. 
The diftiiled cordials made with 
thefe fpirits prove much more ele¬ 
gant and agreeable than when the 
common rectified or proof fpirits of 
the fliops are made ufe of. 

If the reftified fpirit be diftiiled 
afrefti from dry alkaline fait, with 
a quick fire, it brings over a con- 
fiderable quantity of the fait, and 
in this ftate is fuppofed to be a 
more powerful menftruunh, for cer¬ 
tain fubftances, than the pure fpirit. 
This alkalifed fpirit is called tar- 

TARISED SPIRIT OF WINE. 

The general virtues of vinous 
fpirits have been already mention¬ 
ed in the preceding part. The 
fpirits impregnated with the vola¬ 
tile oils of vegetables, to be treated 
of in this chapter, have, joined to 
thofe, the aromatic, cordial, or 
other virtues which refide in the 
oils. 
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AQUA CARMFXITANA 5 

vel 

Aqua meliss^ composita. 
Compound balm-water , commonly call- 
ed Eau des Cannes. 

*'ake of 

Balm in flower, frefh gathered, 
one pound and a half; 
Lemon-peel, frefh, as foon as 
pared from the fruit, four 
ounces; 

Coriander feeds, 

Nutmegs,—each two ounces; 
Cloves, 

Cinnamon,—each, bruifed, one 

, ounce; 

Balm water, three pounds ; 

Spirit of wine, highly rectified, 
fix pounds; 

the feveral ingredients in 
f he fpirit, three days ; and then 
draw off, by diftillation, fix 
pounds. 

Li the Elanens de Pharmacie of 
__ *• Beaume, forne improvements 
a ' e propofed of this procefs. Af- 
the fpirit, added to the ingre- 
ler >ts, has been drawn ofr in the 
, ent of a water-bath, he orders the 
! 'tilled liquor to be rectified by a 
e cond diftillation, drawing off 
,°txiewhat lefs than nine tenths of 
» and thus would he have all 
a ‘°rnatic fpirits prepared. When 
* le common fpirits of this kind are 
jibbed on the hands, '&c. they 
e< avc, after the more volatile parts 
ave exhaled, a difagreeable em- 
P. Vr ’eumatic fmell; and when di¬ 
eted with water, and taken medici- 
nn dv, they leave in like manner a 
fpUfeous flavour in the mouth. 
0 remedy thefe imperfeftions, 
e made many experiments, which 
mowed, that in order to obtain 
1 ' ‘tfe liquors of the defirable quali- 
tle N the fpirit muft not only be 
perfe&ly pure at hr ft, but that the 


liquor ought alfo to be re&ified 
after it has been diftilled from the 
fubjedts. In this reftification, only 
the more volatile, fubtile, and aro¬ 
matic parts of the ingredients arife. 
There remains behind a white li¬ 
quor, acrid, bitter, loaded only 
with the grofler oil, and deprived 
of all the fpecific flavour of the fub- 
jedfs. Indeed the very imperfec¬ 
tion complained of, naturally points 
out this fecond diftillation for the 
remedy ; as it {hows the fpirit to 
contain a grateful and ungrateful 
matter, the former of which ex¬ 
hales, while the other is left be¬ 
hind. The author fays, that when 
the aqua melijfre is prepared as 
above directed, it has fomething in 
it more perfect than any of the 
odoriferous fpirits wbofe excellence 
is cried up, and which have the 
reputation of being the beft. 

Aromatic fpirituous waters have 
in general leis fmell when newly 
diftilled, than after they have been 
kept about fix months. M. Beaume 
fufpedts that the preparations of 
this kind, which have been molt 
in vogue, Were fuch as had been 
thus improved by keeping; and 
found that the good effects of age 
might be produced in a fhort time 
by means of cold. He plunges 
quart bottles of the liquor into a 
mixture of pounded ice and fea 
fait. The fpirit, after having fuf- 
fered, for fix or eight hours, the 
cold hence refulting, proves as 
grateful as that which has been 
kept for feveral. years. Simple 
waters alfo, after being frozen, 
prove far more agreeable than they 
were before, though they are al¬ 
ways lefs fo than thofe which 
have been drawn with fpirit, and 
expofed to a like degree of cold. 
This melioration of diftilled wa- 
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ters by froft was taken notice of 
by Geoffrov, Hijl. Acad. 1713. 
SPIRITUS RORISMARINI. 

Spirit of rofe.mary. 

Land, 

Take of 

Frefh tops of rofemary, a pound 
and a half; 

Proof fpirit of wine, one gal¬ 
lon. 

Diftil, in a water-bath, five pints. 
SPIRITUS RORISMARINI, 

vidgo , 

- AQUA REGIME IIUN- 
GARIiF. 

Hungary-waler [£.] 

Take of 

The flowering tops of rofemary, 
juft gathered, two pounds ; 

Rectified fpirit of wine, eight 
pounds. 

Diftil in a water-bath, and draw 
off feven pints. 

It is generally brought to tis from 

abroad. 

This fpirit is very fragrant, in- 
fomuch as to be in common ufe as 
a perfume. That brought from 
abroad is fuperior in fragrance to 
fuch as is generally made among 
us. In order to prepare it in per¬ 
fection, the vinous fpirit Jhould be ex¬ 
tremely pure ; the rojanary tops ga¬ 
thered when the flowers are full blown 
upon ihem , and committed immedi¬ 
ately to diftillation, particular care 
being taken not to bruife or prels 
them. The beft method of ma¬ 
naging the diftillation, is that for¬ 
merly recommended for the diftil¬ 
lation of the more volatile effential 
oils and Ample waters, viz. firft 
to place the fpirit in the ftilj, and 
then fet in, above the liquor, either 
an iron hoop, with a hair cloth 
ftretched over it, upon which the 
flow'ers are to be lightly fpread, or 
rather a bafket, fupported on three 
pins, reaching down to the bottom, 
A gentle heat being applied, juft 
fufticient to raife the fpirit, its va¬ 


pour, lightly percolating through 
the flowers, will imbibe their finer 
parts, without making that dif- 
agreeable alteration, which liquors 
applied to fuch tender fubjeCls, in 
their grofler form, generally do. 
Probably the fuperiority of the 
French Hungary-water, to that pre¬ 
pared among us, is owing to fome 
fkilful management of this kind, or 
to that recommended for the fore¬ 
going preparation, and employing 
a perfectly pure fpirit. 

In the Wirtemberg Pharmaco¬ 
poeia, fome fage and ginger are 
added, in the proportion of half a 
pound of the former, and two 
ounces of the latter, to four pounds 
of the rofemary. 

SPIRITUS LAVENDULAl, 

Spirit of lavender, 
hond. 


Take of 

Lavender flowers, frefh gather¬ 
ed, a pound and a half; 

Proof fpirit of wine, one gallon. 
Draw off, by the heat of a water- 

bath, five pints. 

The fame cautions are to be ob- 
ferved here, as in the diftillation 
of the foregoing fpirit. Both of 
them, when made in perfection, are 
very grateful and fragrant: they 
are frequently rubbed on the tem¬ 
ples, 8 cc. under the notion of refrejh- 
ing and comforting the nerves ■' and 
likewife taken internally, to the 
quantity of a tca-fpoonfuf as •warm 


cordials. 

SPIRITUS LAVENDULfE 
COMPOSITUS. 


Compound fpirit of lavender. 
Lond. 

Take of 

Spirit of lavender, three pints ; 
Spirit of rofemary, one pint; 
Cinnamon, 

Nutmegs, bruifed,—each half an 
ounce ; 

Red launders, one ounce, 

Digeft for ten days, and ftrain. 
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The red faunders is of no fur¬ 
ther ufe in this compofition, than 
as a colouring ingredient. If a 
yellow fpirit were liked, the yel- 
l°w faunders would be an excel- 
■lent article, as it not only comrrra-' 
^cates a fine colour, but likewife 
a . considerable fhare of medicinal 
v htue. A fpirit diftilled from the 
flowers of lavender and fage in 
flue proportion, and digefted in the 
c pld for a little time with fome 
cinnamon, nutmegs, and yellow 
Sunders, proves a very elegant and 
S r ateful one. Where eflential oils 
^ re employed, particular care muft 
he had in the choice of them ; for 
cp their goodnefs that of the me- 
fl!cine depends. The digeftion of 
tee fpirit with the fpices, &c. 
fliould be performed without heat, 
°therwife the fia vour of the medi¬ 
ae will be injured. 

. fhefe fpirits are grateful reviv- 
* n g cordials: though confiderably 
*^ 0re fimple, they are not lefs ele- 
£ ant and valuable, than the more 
e hborate preparations of the for- 
n ? er Pharmacopoeias. This medi- 
Cl ne has long been held in great 
‘ ee ni, under the name of pai.sy 
R °PS, in all kinds of languors , weak- 
y ( f s °f the nerves , and decays of age. 
f may be conveniently taken upon 
, 5 S ar ? from ten to eighty or a hun- 
dr ed drops. ' 

. . Aq.ua odorifera. 

H odoriferous fpirit , called facet 
honey-water. 

^oriander feeds, one pound ; 
^ e nion-peel, frefh, 

■7 l| tmeg.s,—each four ounces; 

Ambergris, 

pTfl'b—-each five grains ; 
lean meiafles fpirit, two gal- 

*J° ns ’ 

e the nutmegs and coriander 
ee ds, and put them, with the le¬ 
mon-peel and the fpirit, into a 
Ihaall ftm placed in balneo Ma¬ 


rias : tie a thin cloth over the 
mouth, and fprinkle thereon the 
ambergris and mufk, reduced 
into fine powder ; lute on the 
head, let the whole ftand in di¬ 
geftion for twelve hours, and then 
diftii as much as a boiling heat 
of the bath can force over. 

To this add, of 
Rofe^water, one pint; 
Orange-flower-water, half a pint. 
This compofition is defigned ra- 
thei;as a perfume than a medicine; 
though, for iuch as can bear its 
fragrance, it might be ufed to ad¬ 
vantage. The mufk and amber¬ 
gris do not communicate fo much, 
of their fmell as might be expos¬ 
ed ; and ferve chiefly to heighten 
the flavour of the other ingredi¬ 
ents ; which thefe perfumes excel¬ 
lently do, when employed in very 
fmall proportion, to all the odori¬ 
ferous fimples, without imparting 
any thing perceptible of their own. 
The foregoing fpirit is very agree¬ 
able ; a few drops give a fine fla¬ 
vour to a large quantity of other 
liquor. Mr. Wilfon, from whom 
the firft is taken (Pracl. Client . 
pag. 3 54\ tells us, that he often 
made it for king James II. ^nd 
that it gives one of the mod plea- 
fant /cents that can be fmelt. The 
other is formed on the fame plan, 
by omitting fuch articles as appear¬ 
ed ftiperfluous. 

SPIRIT US COCKLE ARLE. 


Spirit of fcurvy-grafs. 

Take of 

Frefh fcurvy-grafs, bruifed, ten 
pounds; 

Rectified fpirit of wine, five 
pints. 

With the heat of a water-bath, diftil 
off five pints. 

This fpirit is very ftrong of the 
fcurvy-grafs, and may be given in 
thofe cafes where the ufe of this 
herb is proper, from" twenty to one 
hundred drops. The virtues of 
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fcurvy-grafs re fide in a very fub- 
tile, volatile oil, which arifes in 
diftillation both with water and 
pure fpirit; and if the liquors be 
expofed to the air, looh exhales 
from both. The fpirit, newly di- 
ftilled, is extremely pungent, but 
if long kept, even in clofe vefiels, 
becomes remarkably lefs fo. 

It has been much recommended 
as a diuretic in dropjies. 

The makers of this fpirit have 
frequently added to the fcurvy- 
grafs a quantity of horfe-radifh 
root, and fometirnes fubftituted for 
it one drawn entirely from the 
horfe-radifh; the flavour of thefe 
two fimples being fo much alike, 
that their diftilled fpirits are fcarce 
diftinguifliable from one another. 
Here it may be obferved, that 
though arum and dracunculus are 
ufually ranked in the fame clafs 
with the two foregoing vegetables, 
and looked upon as fimilar to them, 
this procefs difcovers a remarkable 
difference : whilft: the former yield 
all their pungency in diftHlation 
hoth to water and fpirit, the latter 
give over nothing to either, and 
yet their virtues are deffroyed in 
the operation. 

SriRITUS COCHI. E AK I aS AUREUS. 

Golden or purging fpirit of 
feurvj-o raj's. 

Take of 

Spirit of fcurvy-grafs, one pound ; 
Gamboge, one ounce. 

Diifolve the gamboge in the fpirit, 
and if any fediment fall to the 
bottom, carefully decant the 
tinged liquor from it. 

This fpirit is otlierwife made with 
fcammony, or refin of jalap, in- 
ilead of gamboge. 

This has been in. great efteem 
among the common people, and 
ilrongiv recommended by the vend¬ 
ers, in all kinds of fcorbutic dif- 
orders. It is neverthelefs a very 
indifferent medicine, and little de- 
ferves the pompous title given.it. 


It may be taken from twenty to fxty 
drops, either upon fugar or mixed 
with fyrup. 

Aqua Anhaltina. 

Jlnlialt water . 

Take of 

Turpentine, fix ounces; 
Olibanum, one ounce ; 

Aloes wood, three ounces ; 
Cloves, 

Cinnamon, 

Cubebs, 

Rofemary flowers, 

Galangal, 

Maftich, 

Nutmegs,—each fix drams; 
Saffron, two drams and a half ; 
Bay berries, 

Fennel feeds, — each half an 
ounce ; 

Spirit of wine, five pints. 
Fulverife thofe ingredients which 
require fuch treatment, and di- 
geft the whole with the 'fpirit 
for fix days; then diftil, with 
an exceedingly gentle heat, in 
balneo Mariae : the liquor which 
runs clear is to be feparated 
from the turbid, and kept by it- 
felf. 

Where the addition of mufk is re¬ 
quired, fifteen grains thereof are 
to be tied in a bag, and fufpend- 
ed in the head of the ftill. 

We have inferted this compofi- 
tion from the Brandenburgh Phar¬ 
macopoeia, on account of its being 
held, in fome places, in great el- 
teem. It is rubbed on weak or para¬ 
lytic limbs , againf catarrhs, old pains 
and aches , &c. and likewife given 
internally, in dofes of half an ounce, 
for Jlreng, htnIng the Jlomach, dif- 
cujfng flatulencies, relieving colicky 
pains, and promoting the uterine pur¬ 
gations. It is very unpleafant to 
the palate : the aromatics, though 
fufficiently numerous, and in con- 
fiderable quantity, not giving over 
near enough to cover the ftrong 
flavour of the turpentine; there are 
not many of them, indeed, that 
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give over any thing confiderable fpirit firft from the turpentine 
all. A more elegant fpirit of alone, and then diffolving in it a 
■'* s kind might be prepared from proper quantity of any fuitable ei- 
^Cpentine, rofemary, lavender, and fential oils. 
la S c flowers ; or by diililling the 
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en eral rules for the difiliation of 
Spirituous loafers; from the Edin¬ 
burgh Pharmacopoeia. 

Tk h . 

1 ne plants and their parts ought to 

he moderately and newly dried, 

Except fuch as are ordered to be 

frefh-gathered. 

II. 

^her the ingredients have been 
beeped in the fpirit for the time 
prefcribed, add as much water as 
w hl be fufficient to prevent an 
cmpyreuma, or rather more. 

Tf • m ‘ 

liquor which comes over firft 

ln the diftillation, is by fome 
hept by itfelf, under the title of 
fpirit ; and the other runnings, 
^’hidh prove milky, fined down 
hy art. But it is better to mix 
a ii the runnings together, with- 
° ll t finiqg them, that the waters 
nia y poffefs the virtues of the 
plant entire ; which is a circum- 
^lance to be more regarded than 
riieir finenefs or (ightlinefs. 

If the diftillation be fkilfully ma- 
a S^d, the heat equable, and all 
P n g gentle, and no more drawn 
riian the quantity directed, moft 
lv VVat ers will appear fufficient- 
A. r ight and fine : fome of them, 
ar lc h look turbid juft after they 
fg 6 ^ raw n, will, on ftanding for a 
" days, become clear and tranf- 
karent, The p r a<£Hce of faving 
c lrie . of the firft runnings apart is 
1 tainly very injurious to the com- 
j. , ltlQ u; the water being not only 
V 1 . * hy it of fome of the more 
° ia tUe parts of the ingredients, 


but likewife rendered permanently 
milky, as wanting the fpirit which, 
by diffolving the oil of the ingre¬ 
dients that gives this appearance, 
would make the liquor tranfparent. 
Nor is the method of fining the 
turbid waters by alum, &x. lefs 
culpable; for thefe additions pro¬ 
duce their elfeds only by feparat- 
ing from the liquor what it had 
before gained from the ingredi¬ 
ents. 

IV. 

In the.diftillation of thefe waters, 
the genuine brandy obtained 
from wine is direded. Where 
this is not to be had, take, inftead 
of that proof fpirit, half its quan¬ 
tity of a well-redified fpirit pre¬ 
pared from any other fermented 
liquors. In this fteep the ingre¬ 
dients ; and then acid fpring wa¬ 
ter enough, both to make up the 
quantity ordered to be drawn off, 
and to prevent burning. 

By this method more elegant wa¬ 
ters may be obtained, than when 
any of the common proof fpirits, 
even that of wine itfelf, are made 
ufe of. All vinous fpirits receive 
fome flavour from the matter from 
which they are extraded; and of 
this flavour, which adheres chiefly 
to the phlegm or watery part, they 
cannot be diverted without feparat- 
ing the phlegm, and reducing them 
to a redified ftate. 

SPIRIT US ANISI COM- 
POSITUS; 

formerly 

AQUA SEMINUM ANISI 
COMPOSITA. 

Compound anifeed water , 

C c 
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Lotid. 

Take 

Anifeeds, 

Angelica feeds,—of each bruifed, 
half a pound ; 

Proof fpirit, one gallon ; 

Water, as much as is fufficient 
to prevent burning. 

Draw off one gallon. 

This is a very elegant anifeed 
fpirit, the angelica feeds greatly 
improving the flavour of the anife. 
It is apt to turn out milky, if drawn 
fo low as here ordered. 

AQUA CORTICUM AURAN- 
TIORUM SPIRITUOSA. 

Spirituous orange-peel water. 
Take of 

Outer rind of Seville orange-peel, 
dried, one pound; 

Proof fpirit, three pounds; 
Water, as much as is fufficient 
to prevent an empyreuma. 
Diftil off two pounds by the heat 
of a water-bath. 

This is conflderably ftronger of 
the orange-peel than the Ample 
water. It is ufed as a cordial, fo- 
machic, and carminative. 

SP 1 RITUS ANTICTERICUS. 

Anti cleric fpirit. 

Take of 

Spirit of turpentine, rectified, 
one ounce and a half; 

Redtified fpirit of wine, half a 
pound. 

Diftil with a gentle heat. Let the 
oil fwimming above in the re¬ 
ceiver be feparated from the fa- 
turated fpirit, which is to be pre- 
ferved for ufe. 

This combination of oil of tur¬ 
pentine and fpirit of wine has 
been recommended as a folvent 
for biliary calculi: but though out 
of the inachine if may poffefs fuch 
a folvent power over the calculi 
immerfed in it; ftill it can fcarce 
reach them, it is natural to con¬ 
clude,- when taken internally, fo 


as to exercife any power efficaci- 
ouflv. 

AQJJA VALERIANCOM- 
POSITA. 

' Compound valerian water. 

Take of 

Wild valerian root, a pound and 
a half; 

Lovage feed, half a pound ; 
Pennyroyal leaves, four ounces) 
Savin tops, two ounces; 

French brandy, two gallons. 
Digeft for two days, and then 
draw off by diftillation two gal¬ 
lons. 

AQUA SEMINUM CARDA¬ 
MON!, 

Cardamom feed water. 

Take of 

Leffer cardamom feeds, freed 
from the hulks, four ounces ) 
Proof fpirit, one gallon ; 

Water, as much as is fufficient to 
prevent burning. 

Diftil off one gallon. 

This fpirit is a grateful cordial 
and carminative , the cardamon feeds 
giving over in this procefs the 
whole of their flavour. It is not 
perhaps very neceffary to be at the 
trouble of feparating the hulks, fo( 
thefe communicate nothing dis¬ 
agreeable. The only difference i s > 
that, if employed unhulked, a pt°' 
portionably larger quantity of theft 1 
mull be taken. 

SPIRITUS CARUI; 

formerly 

AQUA SEMINUM CARUI. 

Caraway water. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Bruifed caraway feeds, half a 
pound; 

Proof fpirit of wine, one g al ' 
Ion; „ 

Water, as much as will preveft 
burning. 

o 

Draw off one gallon. 

This is a cordial in comm 01 * 
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l] ^ e * It contains the flavour of the fpirit to be drawn; and that of 
Ca raway feeds in perfection. Edinburgh nine pounds , from the 

, In the fame manner, the Col- proportions of the ingredients fpe- 
ie & e of London orders one gallon of cified below— 


from Mentha® piperitidis ftjfs. 

Pulegii ftjfs. 

Menthas fativas ftjfs. 

Myrifticae $2. 

Corticis cinnamomi }foj. 

Pimento 7 J2. London. 

FruCtus pimentm j Jfcfs. Edinburgh. 


The fpirit of cinnamon is a very 
e S a nt, and agreeable cordial aro- 
^ atlc fpirit; poflefled of fome re- 
' ’ ln gent, diuretic , and expectorant 
Power; particularly affiftant to rae- 
*cines of thefe clafles, when unit- 
ec i with them ; and is often very 
le *ul in rendering medicines more 
?§ r eeable to the palate, and mak- 
n § them fit eafily on the flo- 
^ a ch. 

S 1 TRITUS JUNIPERI COM- 
POSlTUS; 

formerly 

a QUA JUNIPERI COMPO- 
SITA. 

Compound fpirit of juniper. 

•>, , Load. 

1 ake of 

Juniper berries, one pound ; 
bweet fennel feeds, 
faraway feeds, bruifed,—each 
.p a n ounce and a half; 

^ r °of fpirit of wine, one gal- 

J°“ i 

Wa ter, as much as is fufficient 
Tv „., to prevent empyreuma. , 
^Ipifone gallon, 
in mixed with about 

pj e< lual quantity of the rob of ju- 
^.P. er berries, proves an ufeful me- 
a Clrie in catarrhs , debility of the 
of***. and intejlines , and difficulty 
j?o U i l7le% The fpirit by itfelf is a 
f e ° . Cor dial and carminative. The 
r itu 1CC vv i 1 i c k this and other fpi- 
ti Q ’° Us . waters 'do in thefe inten- 
s > is too commonly known ; 


though the ill confequences that 
follow their conftant ufe, be too 
little regarded. 

SPIRITUS MENTHA PIPE¬ 
RITIDIS ; 

formerly 

AQUA MEN TELE PIPERITI¬ 
DIS SPIRITUOSA. 

Spirit of peppermint. 

L. E. 

This water is made ufe of in 
flatulent colics and Jimilar diforders y 
in which it oftentimes gives im¬ 
mediate relief. It fmells and taftes 
ftrongly of the peppermint. 

SPIRITUS MENTELE SA- 

TIV^:.; 

formerly 

AQUA MENTHiE VULGA¬ 
RIS SPIRITUOSA. 

Spirit of fpearmint. 

Lond. 

This fpirit turns out a very ele¬ 
gant one, and preferable, in weak- 
nefs of the flomach , reaching to vo¬ 
mit, and the like, to many more 
elaborate preparations. Where the 
diforder is not accompanied with 
heat or inflammation, half an ounce 
of th ; s water may be given di¬ 
luted with fome agreeable aqueou* 
liquor. 

Aqua mirabilis. 

Take of 

Cinnamon, two ounces; 

Lemon-peel, one ounce; 

Angelica feeds, 

Lefler cardamom feeds, 

C c a 
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Mace,—each half an ounce; 
Cubebs, two drams; 

Balm leaves, fix ounces; 

French brandy, one gallon. 

Pour the brandy on the other in¬ 
gredients bruifed ; and after di- 
geliing them for four days, draw 
off by diftillation one gallon. 
The above compofition of this 
celebrated fpirit is that which was 
formerly followed. At a late re¬ 
formation it has received a con- 
fiderable improvement ; the car¬ 
damoms, cubebs, and balm, are 
omitted, and an addition of pep¬ 
permint introduced. The for¬ 
mula is as follows. 

AQUA AROMATICA ; 
vulgo 

MIRABILIS. 

Aromatic water, commonly called 
Aqua mirabilis . ' 

Take of 

Cinnamon, two ounces ; 

Ft»efli yellow rind of lemons, 
Angelica feeds, — each one 
ounce ; 

Mace, half an ounce; 
Peppermint, three ounces ; 
Lendl brandy, one gallon. 
Ligeft for two days, and then diftil 
off One gallon. , 

This fpirit is very rich of the 
fpices; And proves a pleafant, 
warm cordial and carminative. In 
thofe who have not, by frequent 
life, deprived themfelves of the be¬ 
nefit of thefe kinds of liquors, it 
often gives prefent relief in lan¬ 
guors, flatulencies, colicky pains , and 
fimilar complaints. 

The fpices in thefe two com- 
pofitions being rather too dear for 
the purpofes of a common cordial 
water, the wholefale dealers, as I 
have been informed, generally fub- 
ffitute for them a cheaper fpice 
from our own plantations, pimen- 
tq. A very elegant water is pre¬ 
pared alfo from that fpice by itfelf. 


SPIRITUS PIMENTO. 

(See page 387.) 

This fpirit is far more agree¬ 
able than a fimple water drawn 
from the fame fpice; and has long 
had a place among the cordials 
both of the diftiller and apothe¬ 
cary ; and is now received into 
the public Pharmacopoeias of Lon¬ 
don and Edinburgh. 

SPIRITUS. MY’RISTICiE; 

formerly 

AQUA NUCIS MOSCHATAL 

Spirit of nutmeg. 

Lond. 

This fpirit (with the addition 
only of fome hawthorn flowers, an 
article of very little fignificance) 
was formerly celebrated in nephri¬ 
tic diforders, under the name ot 
Aqua nephritica. At prefenb 
it is regarded only as an agreeable 
fpirituous liquor, lightly impreg* 
nated with tfie nutmeg flavour. 
SPIRITUS PULEGII; 

formerly 

AQUA PULEGII SPIRITUO- 

SA. 

Spirit of penny-royal. 

Loud. 

This fpirit has a good fiiare 
the flavour of the penny-royal, and 
is pretty much in life as a carmin a ' 
tive, antihvferic, and emmenagogue. 

SPIRITUS RAPHANI COM' 
POSITUS; 

formerly 

AQUA RAPHANI COMPO 
SITA. 

Compound fpirit of horferadijh- 
Lond. 

Take of 

Garden feurvygrafs leaves, frehb 
four pounds ; 

Horferadilh root, frefli, 

Orange-peel, frefli, — each 
pounds; 

Nutmegs, bruifed, one ounce ; 

Proof fpirit of wine, two 
Ions j 


I 
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Water, a fufficient quantity to 
prevent burning. 

-^ r avv off two gallons. 

This fpirit is a very elegant one, 
a, Hl as well adapted for the pur- 
Pofes of an antifcorbutic, as any 
. :n g that can well be contrived 
* n this form. The horferadifli and 
jwrvvgrafs join very well toge- 
;' er ? giving a fimilar flavour, 
though not,a little difagreeable; 
ae nutmeg fupprefles this flavour 
Ver y fuccefsfully, without fuper- 
ac lding any of its own ; and to this, 
0 ra nge-peel adds a flavour very 
a £ r eeabie. Arum root has gene- 
! a hy had a place in this fpirit, but 
! s here defervedly thrown out ; for 
,t: gives nothing of its pungency 
° Ver the helm, notwithftanding 
' v hat is aflerted, by fome difpenfa- 
° r y'\vriters, to the contrary. Muf- 
tard-feed, though not hitherto em- 
P'pved in thefe kinds of compo- 
ytions, feems to be an excellent 
ln gredient. It gives over the whole 
, J ts pungency, and is likewife 
perifnable than moil of the 
^her fubflances of this clafs. This 
eet * wants no addition, unlefs fome 
3r °niatic material to furnifli an 
^reeable fla vour. 

VULNERARIA, fell AQUA 
CAT APUI.T ARIA, 


Arquebufade water. 

•-*. , Pharm. Ai?ent. 

Pake of 

Comfrey, leayes and roots, 

A^ §e ’ 

Mugwort, 

^uglofs,—each four handfuls ; 
Betony, 

Panicle, 

Ox-eye daily. 


Common daify, 

Greater figwort, 

Plantane, 

Agrimony, 

Vervain, 

Wormwood, 

Fennel,—each two handfuls; 

St. John’s wort. 

Long birthwort, 

Orpine, 

Veronica, 

Letter centaury, 

Milfoil, 

Tobacco, 

Moufe-ear, 

Mint, 

Hyflop,—each one handful; 
Wine, twenty-four pounds. 
Having cut and bruifed the 
herbs, pour on them the wine, and 
let them ftand together in digef* 
tion, in horfedung, or any other 
equivalent heat, for three days. 
Afterwards diftil in an alembic 
with a moderate fire. 

This celebrated water has been 
for fome time held in great efleem, 
in contuJions > for refolding coagulated 
blood , difcujjing the tumours that arife 
on fraptures and dijlocatiohs , f oy pre¬ 
venting the progrefs of gangrenes , and 
clcanfing and healing ulcers and 
wounds , particularly gun-Jhot wounds. 
Mr. Lemery has been at the pains 
of writing a whole treatife on it ; 
in which he confiders each of the 
ingredients fingly, and fuppofes the 
water to poflefs their united vir¬ 
tues. In this, however, he mif- 
takes; for the virtues of moft of 
the herbs, admitting them to be as 
great as he would have them, re- 
fide in fuch parts as are not capable 
of being elevated in this procefs. 



I 


C 390 3 


CHAPTER VI. 
SECT. I. 


Extracts with Water. 


T HESE extracts are prepared, 
by boiling the fubjedf in wa¬ 
ter, and evaporating the ftrained 
decoction to a thick confiftence. 

This procefs affords us fome of 
the more adtive parts of the plants, 
free from the ufelefs, indiffoluble, 
earthy matter, which makes the 
largeft {hare of their bulk. There 
is a great difference in vegetable 
fubftances, with regard to their 
fitnefs for this operation ; fome 
yielding to it all their virtues, and 
others fcarce any. Thofe parts in 
which the fweet, glutinous, emol¬ 
lient, cooling, bitter, auftere, a- 
flringent virtues refide, are for the 
moft part totally extracted by the 
boiling water, and remain almoft 
entire upon evaporating it: whilft 


thofe which contain the peculiar 
odour, flavour, and aromatic qua¬ 
lity, are either not extracted at all, 
or exhale along with the menftru- 
um. Thus gentian root , which is 
almoft Amply bitter, yields an ex- 
trad! poflefling, in a fmall volume, 
the -whole tafte and virtues of the 
root;— "worm-wood, which has a de¬ 
gree of warmth and ftrong flavour 
joined to the bitter, lofes the two 
firft in the evaporation, and gives 
an extradl not greatly different from 
the foregoing : the aromatic quality 
of cinnamon is diflipated by this 
treatment, its aftringency remain¬ 
ing ; whilft an extradt made from 
the flowers cf lavender and rofemary 
difcovers nothing either of the tafte, 
fmell, or virtues of the flowers. 


General Rules for making Extracts with Water. 


1. It is indifferent, in regard to 
the medicine, whether the fubjedt 
be ufed frefh or dry : fince nothing 
that can be preferved in this pro¬ 
cefs, will be loft by drying. In re¬ 
gard to the facility of extradHon, 
there is a very confiderable dif¬ 
ference ; vegetables in general giv¬ 
ing out their virtues more readily 
when moderately dried, than when 
frefh. 

2. Very compadt dry fubftances 
lhould be reduced into exceeding 
fmall parts, previous to the affufion 
of the menftruum. 

3. The quantity of water ought 


to be no greater than is neceflary 
for extracting the virtues of the 
fubjedt. A difference herein will 
fometimes occafion a variation iu 
the quality of the produdt; the 
larger the quantity of liquor, the 
longer fire will be requifite for 
evaporating it, and confequently 
more of the volatile parts of the 
fubjedt will be diflipated. A long 
continued heat likewife makes a 
confiderable alteration in the mat¬ 
ter which is not volatile: fweet fub¬ 
ftances, by long boiling with water, 
become naufeous; and the drafts 
■purgatives lofe their virulence 5 
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ExtraEls with Water. 
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though without any remarkable fe- 
P ar ation of their parts. 

4 - The deco&ions are to be de¬ 
purated by colature; and, after- 

'ai'ds, futfered to ftand for a day 
two, when a confiderable quan- 
jt.V ef fediment is ufually found at 
® bottom. If the liquor, poured 
clear, b e boiled down a little, 
, afterwards fuffered to cool 
a Sain 5 ji- w jjj depofit a frefli fedi- 
from wliich it may be de¬ 
puted before you proceed to finifli 
}. e evaporation. The decoftions 
r Ve ry refinous fubftances do not 
e Ture this treatment, and are 
at her injured by it; the refin 
, u bfiding along with the inactive 
dregs. “ “ 

5- The evaporation is mod con- 
e niently performed in broad flial- 

J^Vveflels; the larger the furface 
f he liquor, the fooner will the 
^'ieous parts exhale. This effect 
t ^ a y likewife be promoted by agi- 

6. When the matter begins to 
jf °' v thick, great care is neceflary 
. P re vent its burning. This ac- 
1<a ent, almofl unavoidable if the 
Hjiantity b e large, and the fire ap- 
P l fh, as ufual, under the evapo- 
v ^ tln g pan, may be effe&ually pre¬ 
fab te< ^’ carrying on the infpif- 
^n, after the common manner, 
further than to the confidence 
^ a lyrup, when the matter is to 
poured into {hallow tin or earth- 
. Pans, and placed in an oven, 
b its door open, moderately 
^ated ; which afting uniformly on 
r 5 r y part of the liquid, will foon 
e UCC b to any degree of confift- 
b e C ^ re< ^uired. This may likewife 
Ue ^ ne > ar *d more fecurely, in baj- 
r ? Marias, by fetting the evapor 
tb e ln 2 v effel in boiling water; but 
] v ev aporation is here exceeding- 
y 0vv and tedious. 

^ith ^ x . tra< ^ s are to be fprinkled 
y b a Htti e fpirit of wine, to pre- 
llt their growing mouldy, They 


fliould be kept in bladders moilt- 
ened with fw r eet oil. 
EXTRACTUMANGUSTURiE. 

Extra ft of angufiura. 

Take four ounces of anguftura 
bark, put it into a flannel bag of 
a conical fnape, pour upon this 
boiling water, and repeat till the 
liquor has but little tafle and 
colour. Let this be evaporated 
by a gentle heat: there will re¬ 
main thirteen drams and twenty 
grains of the extract, of the full 
flavour of the bark, containing 
two drams of the refinous matter. 
EXTRACTUM GENTIANS. 

Extraft of gentian . 

L. E. 

To any quantity of gentian root, 
fliced and bruifed, add eighttimes 
its weight of water, and boil it till 
it is reduced to half; then let it 
be fixained and fet afide, that the 
fa?culencies may fubfide; then 
boil it again in a water-bath, fa- 
turated with fea-falt, to a con¬ 
fluence proper for making pills. 
The fame kind of bath is to be 
ufed in the preparation of all ex¬ 
tracts, that the evaporation may be 
properly performed. 

In the Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia 
it is ordered, after firft boiling the 
ingredients, that the liquor is to be 
ftrained by ftrong prefiure, and 
then evaporated in vefiels heated 
by the vapour of boiling water, till 
it acquires the thicknefs of honey ; 
and towards the conclufion of the 
operation, that the extract Ihould 
be conftantly fiirred, that the em- 
pyreuma may be avoided, and the 
extract itfelf be free from lumps. 
And thefe directions are to be ob- 
ferved in making all extracts. 

In the fame manner is prepared 
the 

Extractum 

Glycyrrhiza, 

Hellkbori nigri, 
Pulsatilla nicrjcantis, 
Ruta. 
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Extractum 
, Sabinas, 

ChAMjEMELI, 

Pap AVER 19 A'LB I, 
CaCUMINIS GEN JSTAEj 
Enula-: campanas, 
Absinthii. 

For the medical virtues of which 
extracts, our readers are referred to 
the Materia Medica, where they 
will be found enumerated under 
the names of the vegetable fub- 
dances from whence they are pre¬ 
pared. For thefe preparations are 
nothing more than the more adtive 
parts extracted from the earthy parts 
of which vegetables are formed; 
except in fome few, where the na¬ 
ture of the operation diffipates the 
more volatile parts, or eflential oils, 
but on which the medical power 
required does not always depend. 

It is convenient, in making the 
exo act of liquorice, before boiling 
the'root, to cut it tranfverfelv into 
fmall pieces, tha-t it may more rea¬ 
dily give out its virtues by light 
codlion. If the boiling be long 
continued, the rich fvveet tafte, for 
whicft this preparation is valued, 
■will be greatly injured. For the 
fame reafon, the quantity of water 
ought to be no larger than is ab- 
folu'tely neceffary to extradt the vir¬ 
tues of the root : a quart, or at the 
mod three pints, will be fully fuf- 
ficient for a pound of liquorice., 
It would be of confiderable advan¬ 
tage to the preparation, and pro- 
/bably (when made in quantity) 
lefs expendve to the preparer, to 
life, indead of the decodlion, juice 
of liquorice,' prefled out betwixt 
iron rollers, after the manner prac- 
tifed abroad for obtaining the juice 
of the fugar-cane. 

Large quantities of extradt of li¬ 
quorice have been ufually brought 
to us from Spain, and other foreign 
countries; but it is very rarbly met 
with in the fhops in perfection; 
the makers of this commodity, both 


at home and abroad, being either 
verv flovenly in its preparation, or 
designedly mixing it with fand and 
other impurities. When made with 
care, it is exceedingly fweet, not 
at all bitterifh or naufeous, more 
agreeable in talte than the root ic- 
felf, of a plcafant fmell, a reddiHi 
brown colour, and, when drawn 
out into firings, of a bright golden 
colour; totally foluble in water 
without depoliting any faeces. 

This preparation would be very 
convenient for many purpofes in 
the fnops, if kept, in a fome what 
fofter confidence than that of an 
extradl. The oniy inconvenience 

attending this foft form is, its be¬ 
ing apt in a fliort time to grovv 
mouldy : this may be eifedtualiy 
prevented, by the addition of a 
fmall portion cf fpirit of wine. 

EXTRACTUM H/EMATOX^- 
LI, vel LIGNI CAMPE- 
C HEN SIS. 

Ex trail of logwood. 

L. E. 

Take of logwood, reduced to pow- 
der, one pound. Boil it in a gal¬ 
lon of water till half the liquor 
be confumed, repeating the coc- 
tion with frefh water four times 
or oftener. The feveral decoc¬ 
tions are to be mixed together^ 
pafied- through a drainer, and 
evaporated to a due confidence. * 
This wood very difficultly yields 
its virtues to watery mendrua, atm 
hence the reducing it into fin e 
powder is extremely necefl'ary. 

The extradl of logwood has an 
agreeable fweet fade, with fome de¬ 
gree of adringeucy ; and hence be¬ 
comes ferviceable in diarrhoeas , f°l" 
blunting the acrimony cf the juices. 
moderately conjlringing the intefiadj 
and orifices cf the f mailer vejfels ; ^ 
may be given from a fcruple 
half a dram, and repeated five ° r 
fix times a day, to advantage. Tn r ' 
ing the life of this medicine, 
dools are frequently tinged red by 




Extratls with Heater. 
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^5 which has occafioned fome to 
alarmed, as if the colour pro* 
Ce eded from blood: the prefcriber 
^hereof ought to caution the patient 
a gainft any furprife of this kind. 
£XTRACTUM SENN.&. 

Extraft of fcnna. 

_ Loud. 

*ake of 

Senna, one pound ; 

I^idilled water, one gallon ; 

■k°il the fenna in the diddled water, 
adding after its decoftion a little 
feftified fpirit of wine. Evapo¬ 
rate the drained liquor to a pro¬ 
per confidence. 

The fpirit may be added when 
decoftion is reduced to one 
*} a lf> or three pints; for Beaume 
la vs, that the refinous parts cf fen- 
n a are in fo fmall a proportion to 
tl ' ,e gummy, that they are readily 
h°iled out together. 

"Phis' extraft is given as a gentle 
Purgative, from ten grains to one 
‘Cruple or in lefs quantity, as an 
a ffidant to milder laxatives; it is 
aic t, that though this extraft is a 
falter purge, yet it gripes more. 
k XTRACTUM CINCHONAS, 
f eu CORTICIS PERUVIANI, 
p mode et durum. 

Extraft of Peruvian dark, foft and 
hard. 

to .. Lond. 

°'l a pound of powdered bark in 
^Ke or fix quarts of water, for an 
hour or two, and pour off the 
liquor, which, whild hot, will be 
f e d and tranfparent, but on grow- 
ln g cold becomes yellow and tur- 
bid. The remaining bark is to 
boiled again in the fame quan¬ 
tity of water as before, and this 
P r ocefs repeated till the liquor 
1 ^mains tranfparent when cold. 
^11 the decoftions, drained and 
u^xed together, are to be eva¬ 
porated over a very gentle fire to 
a due confidence, care being 
t a ken to prevent the matter from 
burning. 

A 


This extraft is direfted to be kept 
in the diops, both in a foft and 
hard form ; the fird of a pro¬ 
per confidence, for making into 
pills ; the other fit for being re¬ 
duced into powder. 

Peruvian bark is a refinous drug: 
the refill melts out by the heat, 
but is not perfeftly diffolved by 
the water ; hence,, in cooling, it 
feparates, renders the liquor turbid, 
and in part falls to the bottom, as 
appears manifedly upon examining 
the fediment by fpirit of wine. 
This extraft might be made to bet¬ 
ter advantage by the abidance of 
fpirit of wine, after the fame man¬ 
ner as that of jalap; and this me¬ 
thod the Edinburgh College have 
direfted. But all the fpirits which 
can be expefted to be employed 
for this procefs among us, are ac¬ 
companied with lome degree of a 
bad flavour. This adheres mod 
drongly to the phlegmatic part of 
the fpirit , which evaporating lad, 
mud communicate this ill flavour 
to the extraft; a circumftance of 
very great confequence; as this 
medicine is defigned for domachs 
too weak to bear a due quantity of 
bark in fubdance. Ten or twelve 
grains of the hard extraft are rec¬ 
koned equivalent to about half a 
dram of the bark itfelf. 

GUMMI et RESINA ALOES. 

Gum and rejin of aloes. 

Lond. 

Boil four ounces of Socotorine aloes 
in two pints of water, till as 
much as poilible of the aloes be 
difiolved. The dilution differed 
to red for a night, will depofit 
the refin to the bottom of the 
veffel: after which, the remain¬ 
ing liquor, drained, if needful, 
is to be evaporated, that the 
gum may be left. 

The gum of aloes is fomewhat 
lefs purgative, and confiderably lefs 
difagreeable than the crude juice. 
This alteration is not owing, as 
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might be fuppofed, to the fepara* 
tion of the refin : for the pure refin 
of aloes is dill lefs difagreeable, 
and lefs purgative, even than the 
gum ; feme have denied that it has 
any purgative virtue at all, and 
others aferibe to it an‘ aftringent 
quality. I have exhibited this re¬ 
fin, divided by trituration with the 
teftaceous powders, in the dofe of 
a fcruple, without obfervirsg any 
effect from it. The gum feems to 
be the only part here intended for 
medicinal ufe. If the refin be re¬ 
quired, it ought to be further pu¬ 
rified by folution in fpirit of wine ; 
for as it is obtained by precipita¬ 
tion from an aqueous folution of 
impure aloes, ail the impurities of 
the drug, that are not foiuble in 
water, will precipitate along with it. 

EXTRACTUM MYRRH M 
GUMMOSUM. 

Gummous extract of myrrh. 
Take of 

Myrrh, four ounces ;» 

Spring water, two pounds. 

Let the myrrh be difi'olved by gen¬ 
tle digeftion, and repeated agi¬ 
tation of the veflel, for four or 
five days; let the water fwim- 
ming above the myrrh be then 
poured off, drained, and evapo¬ 
rated, to the confidence of an 
extradh 

By this procefs the myrrh is much 
deprived of the heating qualities 
which it poffeffesin its crude date; 
and as fome conlider it an ufeful 
remedy in phthitis pulmonalis, un¬ 


der this form it may probably be 
exhibited with advantage. 
EXTRACTUM TARAXACI. 

Extrabl of dandelion. 

This is prepared in the fame 
manner as the extraft of gentian, 
from the roots, cclledled early in 
fpring, or late in autumn. If the 
dandelion poffeffes refolvent, ape¬ 
rient, and diuretic powers, thefe 
may be conveniently obtained in 
this form. But as this root is 
known to contain a milky juice, it 
has been thought that the a&ivity 
of this medicine might be increaf- 
ed by employing fpirit in the pro¬ 
cefs. 

Rob baccarum juniperi. 

Rob of juniper berries. 

Let juniper berries, thoroughly 
bruifed, be boiled in a fufficient 
quantity of water, the liquor 
drained, and infpiffated to the 
confidence of honey. 

This preparation may be made 
alfo from the decoftion that re¬ 
mains after the didillation of the 
effential oil of the berries. It has 
a fweet balfamic tade, accompanied 
with a greater or lefs bitternefs, ac¬ 
cording as the feeds of the berry 
were more or lefs thoroughly bruit¬ 
ed. This elegant preparation, 
though not received in 'our Phar¬ 
macopoeias, feems not unworthy of 
a place in the Ihops. Hoffmann has 
a great opinion of it in debilities of 
theJiomach and intefines , and in the 
difficulties of urine , familiar to per- 
fons of an advanced age. 


S E C T. II. 

1 ‘ / i 

Extracts with rectified Spirit. 

R ECTIFIED fpirit of wine dif- readily carry off the oil in its exba* 
folves the effential oils and lation; the heat fufficient to exhal® 
refins of vegetables, and does not pure fpirit, being much lefs than 


/ 
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Extrafis with rectified Spirit. 


^ at in which water confiderably 
^ a porates, or moft effential oils di- 
Hence a refinous or fpiritu- 
e xtra£t of wormwood, contrary 
° *hat made with water, contains 
,. warmth and flavour, as well as 
hternefs, of the herb; one made 
f°m cinnamon ppflefles its aroma- 
lc virtue, as well as its aftringen- 
c >' 5 and one from lavender and 
“ternary flowers retains great part 
their flavour and virtues; the 
^olatile parts, which are carried off 
.y Water in its evaporation, being 
e ft behind by fpirit. 

The fpirit employed for this pur- 
P°te fliould be perfectly free from 
n y ill flavour; which would be 
“tnmunicated, in part, to the pre- 
r ar ation ; and from any admixture 
* Phlegm or water, which would 
. ot only vary its diflolving power, 

I t likewife, evaporating towards 
e end of the infpiflation, would 
^°mote the diffipation of the vola- 
fo e parts of the fubjed. Hence al- 
t l he fubjed itfelf ought always to 
j o e f dr y. Thofe fubftances, which 
e e their virtue by drying, lofe it 
/Nally 0 n being fubmitted to this 
ea tment with the pureft fpirit. 
f * he infpiflation fliould be per- 
r teed, from the beginning, in the 
j? en tle heat of a water-bath. It is 
ev^ need ^ u l to fuffer the fpirit to 
0 j. a Porate in the air. Greateft part 
in U , ma y * 3e recovered by colled- 
ftin- le Va P 0Ur 1 ° the common di- 

rit b S Veffel£ * If the diftilIed ' r P i ‘ 

ar> n ^° Un d to have brought over 
b/ dav our from the fubjed, it may 
f a adva otage°ufly referved for the 
“,purpofes again. 

tifi V s ^tervable, that though rec- 
tim /P’ r ^t he the proper menftru- 
the ^ le P ure vo l a tiI e oils, and of 
t a b]^ r °T er reflnous matter of vege- 
H 0lj es ’ a nd water of the mucilagi- 
5 re S atl d faline; yet thefe principles 
teat i ln a hnoft all plants, fo inti- 
u- e y combined together, that, 
c hever of thefe liquors be ap¬ 


plied at firft, it will take up a por¬ 
tion of what is diredly foluble only 
in the other. Hence fundry ve¬ 
getables, extremely reflnous, and 
whofe virtues confift chiefly in their 
refin, afford neverthelefs very ufe- 
ful extrads with water, though not 
equal to thofe which may be ob¬ 
tained by a prudent application of 
fpirit. Hence, alfo, the extrads 
made from moft vegetables by pure 
lpirit are not mere refins ; a part of 
the gummy matter, if the fubjed 
contained any fuch, being taken up 
along with the refin, an admixture 
of great advantage to it in a medi¬ 
cinal view. The fpirituous ex¬ 
trads of feveral vegetable fub¬ 
ftances, as mint-leaves, rhubarb, 
faffron, diffolve in water as well as 
in fpirit. 

Pure refills are prepared by mix¬ 
ing, with fpirituous tindure of verv 
refinous vegetables, a quantity of 
water. The refin, incapable of re¬ 
maining diffolved in the watery li¬ 
quor, feparates and falls to the bot¬ 
tom ; leaving in the menftruum 
fuch other principles of the plant as 
the fpirit might have extraded at 
firft along with it. 

RESINA JALAPJL 

Re fin of jalap. 

Take any quantity of jalap-root 
very well bruifed. Pour upon 
it fo much redified fpirit of wine 
as wifi cover it to the height of 
four fingers; and digeft them to¬ 
gether in a fand-heat, that the 
fpirit may.extrad the virtue of 
the root. Filter the tindure 
through paper, put it into a glafs 
cucurbit, and diftil off one half 
of the fpirit. Add to the re¬ 
mainder a proper quantity of 
water, and the refin will preci¬ 
pitate to the .-ttom. Divide it 
into little cakes, and dry it with 
a very gentle heat. 

This preparation is a pure refin ; 
fuch gummy parts as the fpirit 
might have taken up", remaining 
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fufpended in the liquor. Its indijjb- 
lability in any aqueous fluid, and its 
tenacious quality , by which it adheres 
to thk coats of the inteflines , and occa- 
Jions great irritation and gripe <, forbid 
its being ever given by itfelfl It is 
fitted for ufe, by thoroughly tritu¬ 
rating it with teftaceous powders; 
— by grinding it with almonds or 
powdered gum, and making the 
compound into an emuliion with 
water;—or by diffolving it in fpirit 
of w'ine, and mixing the folution 
with a proper quantity of fyrup, or 
of mucilage. Six or eight grains, 
managed in either of rhefe ways, 
prove powerfully cathartic, and ge¬ 
nerally without griping or greatly 
difordering the body. 

it has been faid, that refill of ja¬ 
lap is frequently adulterated with 
common relin ; and that this abufe 
may be difeovered by fpirit of wine, 
which diffolves the former, without 
touching the latter. This criterion, 
however, is not to be relied on ; 
for there are many cheap vefins 
which are foiuble in fpirit of wine 
as well as that of jalap; and there is 
not any one which may not be art¬ 
fully rendered fo. 

RESINA SCAMMONU. 

Refln of fleamrnony. 

This refm is prepared in the 
fame manner as the preceding; 
with which it agrees alfo in its ge¬ 
neral qualities; occafioning vehe¬ 
ment gripes if taken by itfelf, and 
operating generally with fufficient 
fafety when properly divided.— 
Scammony is doubtlefs a valuable 
purgative; but what advantage 
there is in thus fepantfing the pur¬ 
gative refin from its natural cor¬ 
rector, the gummy part, is not fo 
clear. 

RESINA GUAIACI. 

Refln of guaiacum. 

This refill is prepared in the fame 
manner as the two preceding, 
either from the wood of guaia¬ 
cum, or from what is called gum 


guaiacum. It is obtained moft 
commodioufly from the latter. 
The virtue of guaiacum coofifts 
wholly in its>refin; and the refin of 
the wood, and of the gum fo called) 
is perfectly one and the fame; the 
gum being the natural exudation 
irom the tree. If this exudation 
could be had pure, there would be 
no occafion for any artificial pre¬ 
paration of this kind; but it always 
contains a large proportion of 
earthy matter, fo as to (land great¬ 
ly in need of this method of purifi¬ 
cation. Sixteen ounces of the beft 
gum guaiacum do not yield above 
twelve ounces of pure refin. The 
fame quantity of the wood yields 
about three ounces, more or Iefs* 
according to its goodnefs. Th e 
bark is fomewhat lefs refinous than 
the wood. * 

RESINA CINCHONAS, vel COR' 
TIC IS PERUVIANI. 

Refln of Peruvian bark . 

This refin is made in the fam e 
manner as the foregoing, and proves 
an elegant preparation of the bark) 
much ftronger in tafte than the 
watery extraH deferibed in the pre¬ 
ceding feftion. It is nearly equi¬ 
valent to about ten times its quan¬ 
tity of the bark in fubfiance. There 
does not, however, appear to be 
any advantage in feparating the 
pure reiin by'the addition of water") 
either in this or in the other arti¬ 
cles. In regard to the bark parti¬ 
cularly, it is more advifable to 
endeavour to unite into one corn- 
pound all that can be extract^ 
from it by watery and fpirituoU 5 
menftrua; and accordingly the 
Edinburgh College has received 3 
preparation 'of tins kind, which t s 
deferibed in the following fe£H° n * 
Extractum croci. 

Extradl offaffron. 

Pharm. Brandenburg. r 

Digefl faffron in freftl quantities o 
pure fpirit of wine, fo long nS 
the fpirit extracts any colo 11 
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C hap. VI. 

from it. Mix the feveral tinc¬ 
tures together, and diftil off the 
Spirit, in a tall glafs veffel, by the 
heat of a water-bath, till the re- 
hduum appear of the confidence 
of oil or balfam. 

This is a general procefs for the 
Preparation of extracts from aroma- 
tJC and other odorous fubftances; 
J^hich extracts liave been common- 
y diftinguiflied by the name of ef~ 
Enttal, for the fame reafon that the 
v olatile oils are fo called, their re¬ 
ining the fpecific odour and fia- 
v °ttr of the fubjedls. In making 
fre extracts of this clafs, the infpif. 
.'"•ton ftiould never be carried much 
ower than the confidence above 
utredfed; for when the matter has 
ec ome thick, the fpirit exhales 
more difficultly than before, and is 


more apt to carry off with it fome 
of the volatile parts. If the prepa¬ 
ration be wanted in a folid or con¬ 
fident form, it is more advifable to 
mix with it a fuitable quantity of 
any appropriated powdery matters, 
than to hazard the lofs of its virtue 
by a further evaporation. If any 
addition be wanted for giving con¬ 
fidence to the extract of faffron, 
faffron in fubftance appears to be 
the beff. 

The extradl of faffron has been 
permitted to ftand in this place, as 
the procefs for obtaining it is to be 
obferved in preparing extracts from 
aromatic and other odorous fub¬ 
ftances. As a medicine it appears 
to be infignificant. — See Cxocus, 
in Materia Medica. 


SECT. III. 

Extracts with Spirit and Water. 


T HERE are fundry vegetables, 
particularly thofe of a refin- 
? Us nature, which are treated, to 
etf er advantage, with a mixture of 
and fpirit, than with either of 
uetn fingly. The virtues of refin- 
? Us woods, barks, and roots, may 
judeed be in great part extracted by 
0ll g boiling in frefli portions of 
but at the fame time they 
uffer a confiderable injury from 
continued heat neceffary for the 
ex tra6Ii on> and for the fubfequent 
eva Poration of fo large a quantity 
fluid. Rectified fpirit of 
' v . ltle is not liable to this inconve- 
“ le, }ce. But the extradts obtained 
y ‘t, from the fubftances here in- 
te uded, l)eing altnoft purely refin- 
° u '» a re lefs adapted to general ufe 


than in thofe in which the refin is 
divided by an admixture of the 
gummy matter, of which water is 
the direct menftruum. 

There are two ways of obtaining 
thele compound or gummy refi- 
nous extracts : one , by ufing proof 
fpirit, that is, a mixture of about 
equal parts of fpirit and water, for 
the menftruum; the other, by di- 
gefting the fubjedl firft in pure fpi¬ 
rit and then in water, and after¬ 
wards uniting into one mafs the 
parts which the two menftrua have 
Separately extracted. In fome cafes, 
where a fufficiency of gummy mat¬ 
ter is wanting in the fubjedl, it may 
be artificially fupplied, byinfpilfat- 
ing the fpirituous tindlure to the 
conliftence of a balfam, then 
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thoroughly mixing with it a thick 
folution of any fimple gum, as mu¬ 
cilage of gum Arabic, and exficcat- 
ing the compound with a gentle 
heat. By this method are obtained 
elegant gummy refins, extempora- 
neoufly mifcible with water into 
milky liquors. 

EXTRACTUM JALAPII. 

Extra ft of jalap . 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Jalap root, one pound • 

Rectified fpirit of wine, four 
pounds. 

Tigeft them together four days, and 
pour oft the tin#ure ; and put to 
the remaining magma ten pounds 
of water; boil it to two pounds, 
and pafs it through a ftrainer, 
and evaporate to the confiftence 
of a thin honey. Diftil off the 
fpirit from the tin#ure, till the 
remainder be of the fame con¬ 
fiftence. Then mix the two in- 
fpiftated liquors well together; 
and evaporate to the confiftence 
of an extra#. 

This extra# is an ufeful purga¬ 
tive , preferable to the crude root, as 
being of more uniform ftrength, 
and as the dole, by the reje#ion of 
the woody parts, is rendered fmall- 
er. The mean dofe is twelve grains. 
If the fpirituous tin#ure were in- 
i pi (fated by itfelf, it would afford a 
relinous mafs, which, unlefs tho¬ 
roughly divided by proper admix¬ 
tures, occafions violent griping, 
and yet does not prove fufficiently 
cathartic; the watery deco#ions 
yield ap extra#, which operates 
exceeding weakly : both joined to¬ 
gether, as in this preparation, com- 
pofe an efiedual and fafe purge. 
This method of making extra#s 
might v be advantageoufly applied to 
fundry other refinous fubftances, as 
the dry woods, roots, barks, &c. A 
fmall quantity of fpirit takes up the 
refin ; and much lefs water than 


would otherwife be necefiary, ex- 
tra#s all the other foluble parts. 

In a former edition of the Edin¬ 
burgh Pharmacopoeia, a little fixt 
alkaline fait was ordered to be add¬ 
ed to the water in which the jalap 
is boiled after the a#ion of fpirit; 
on a fuppofition, that this would 
enable the water to extra# more 
from the root than it could by it' 
felf. But, fo far as the quantity of 
the alkaline fait could go, it had 
the oppofite effe#; impeding the 
a#ion of the water. The refinous 
parts of the jalap are diflolved by 
the fpirit; and little other than the 
gummy matter remains for water, 
to extra#. Now, if pure gum Ara¬ 
bic be put into water along with 
any alkaline fait, the fait will ren¬ 
der the water incapable of diflolv- 
ing the gum. If the gum be dil- 
folved firft, the addition of any al¬ 
kaline fait will precipitate it. 

Extra# of Peruvian BarK» 
Logwood, and Cascarilla, are 
to be' prepared in the fame manner 
as the Jalap. 

The College of Edinburgh has 
dire#ed the extra# of bark to be 
made with water and fpirit, in the 
fame manner as the preceding. It* 
the bark we may diftinguifti two 
kinds of taftes, an aftringent and a 
bitter one; the former of which 
feems to refide in the refinous mat¬ 
ter, and the latter chiefly in the 
gummy. The watery extra# lS 
moderately ftrong in point of bit- 
ternefs, but of the aftringency l( 
has only a fmall degree. The pure 
refin, on the other hand, is ftrong 
in aftringency, and weak in bitter- 
nefs. Both qualities are united in 
the prefeut extra# ; which appears 
to be the beft preparation of this 
kind that can be obtained from this 
valuable drug. 

EXTRACTUM COLOCYN- 
THIDIS COMPOSITUM; 
formerly 
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extractum catharti- 

CUM. 

Compound extract of coloquintida. 

^ Lond. 

•* ^ke of 

Socotorine aloes, an ounce and a 
^ half; 

Colocynth, cut fmall, fix drams; 
Scam mo r,y, powdered, half an 
ounce; 

Leffer cardamoms, hulked and 
pounded, one dram; 
i roof fpirit of wine, one pint. 

the colocynth in the vinous 
fpirit with a gentle heat for four 
days. Prefs out the ■. tinilure, 
*nd dittolve therein the aloes 
ai }d fcammony ; when thele are 
dittolved,' diftil the fpirit,and eva¬ 
porate the water, adding the feeds 
towards the end of the procefs, 
that the remaining mafs may be 
a proper confluence for mak- 
jngpifls. 

■this compofition anfwers very 
; .dually the intention expreffed 
n its title, io as to be relied on in 
ales where the patient's life de- 
P e jtds on its taking place. The dole 
►p r °m fifteen grains to half a dram. 

proof fpirit is a very proper 
. en ftruuni for the purgative mate- 
fi Ko’ diffolving nearly the whole 
n hance of the aloes and fcammo- 
tr A e - XCe P t t ^ ie hnpurities ; and ex- 
Onl * rom the colocynth, not 
**y the irritating refln, but great 
exf C °f the gummy matter. This 
c »*. formerly called Extraflum 
xr’ft artlcum i prepared as here di- 
th Ct ^ reta * HS a h the eflential oil of 
fQ e car damoms, of which, in the 
dep^^ 1 " rnet hod of preparing, it was 

C °NFECTIO AROMATIC A; 

p formerly 

'-ONFECTIO CARDIAC A. 
-Aromatic confcftion . 

Take Of LmJ - 

-*edoary in coarfe powder, 


Saffron,—of each half a pound; 
Diftilled water, three pints ; 
Macerate ,for twenty-four hours; 
then prefs out and ftrain—eva¬ 
porate the drained liquor to one 
pound and a half—and add 
Compound' powder of crabs- 
ciaws, fixteen ounces; 
Cinnamon, 

Nutmegs,—of each tw r o ounces ; 
Cloves, one ounce; 

Letter cardamom feeds, half an 
ounce; 

Double-refined fu gar,two pounds. 
Powder together the fpices very 
finely and, adding the fugar, make 
a confection. 

ELECT ARfUM AROMATI- 
CUM ; 

formerly 

CQNFECTIO CARDIACA. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Aromatic powder, three ounces; 
Syrup of orange-peel, boiled to 
the thicknefs of honey, fix 
ounces; 

Mix, with great care, into a fmoolh 
uniform eleituary. 

Thefe are improvements of the 
Confeftio cardiac a of former dif- 
penfatories.—The eflential oil of 
cardamoms, made at Apothecaries 
Hall in London, appeared to be loft 
in the evaporation of the tinc¬ 
ture ; the cardamom feeds are now 
therefore more properly added in 
powder. 

The confection, as now reform¬ 
ed, is a fujpciently grateful , and 
moderately warm cordial; and fre¬ 
quently given in that intention, 
from eight or ten grains to a fcru- 
ple or upwards, in bolufes and 
draughts. The extrait retains a 
confiderable fliare of the flavour 
and virtue of the ingredients, 
though not near fo much as if a 
rectified fpirit had been employed. 
The operator fhould be particular¬ 
ly •areful to extrail as much from 
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the ingredients as the fpirit will der does not appear to be very 
take up ; otherwife the infpiffated neceflary, and is inferted rather in 
matter turns out fo thin, and of fo compliance with the original, than 
little tenacity, that the powders are from its contributing any thing to 
apt to feparate and fubfide from it the intention of the medicine, 
in keeping. The crabs-claw pow- 


SECT. IV. 

Extracts by long Digestion. 


I N the foregoing part of this 
chapter, it has been obferved, 
that the virtues of vegetable de¬ 
ceptions are altered by long boil¬ 
ing. DecoPtions or infufions of 
draftic vegetables, by long conti¬ 
nued boiling or digef'tion, lofe 
more and more of their virulence ; 
and at the fame time depofit more 
and more of a grofs fediment, re- 
fulting probably from the decom- 
pofition of their aPtive parts. On 
this foundation it has been at¬ 
tempted to obtain fafe and mild 
preparations from fundry virulent 
drugs; and fome of the chemifts 
have ftrongly recommended the 
procefs, though without fpecifv- 
ing, or giving any intimation of, 
the continuance of boiling requi- 
fite for producing the due mild- 
nefs in different fubjePts. M. 
Beaume, in his Eiemcns de Phar¬ 
macies lately publifhed, has given 
a particular account of an extract 
of opium prepared on this princi¬ 
ple ; the fubltance of which is as 
follows: 

Extraft of opium prepared by long 
digejlion. 

Let five pounds of good opium, 
cut in pieces, be boiled about 
half an hour, in twelve or fif¬ 
teen quarts of water. Strain the 
decoPUbn, and boil the remain¬ 


der once or twice in frefli wa¬ 
ter, that fo much of the opium 
as is difioluble in water may be 
got out. Evaporate the {train¬ 
ed decoPtions to about fi* 
quarts ; which being put into a 
tin cucurbit, placed in a fand- 
bath, keep up fuch a fire as m«y 
make the liquor nearly boil, f° r 
three months together, if the 
fire be continued day and night, 
and for fix months, if it be in¬ 
termitted in the night: filling up 
the veffel with water in pi' 0 ' 
portion to the evaporation ; and 
icraping the bottom with a 
wooden fpatula from time to 
time, to get off the fediment 
which begins to precipitate al¬ 
ter fome days’ digeftion. The 
fediment needs not to be taken 
out till the boiling be finifhed , 
at which time the liquor is t0 
be drained when cold, and eva¬ 
porated to an extraPf of a due 
confidence for being formed in¬ 
to pills. 

The author obferves, that b/ 
keeping the liquor ftrongly bon¬ 
ing, the tedious procefs may he 
confiderably expedited, and the 
fix months digeftion reduced 
four months: that in the beginning 
of the digeftion, a thick, vifcoU 5 ? 
oily matter rifes to the top, an 
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Ex trails by long Dlgeflion. 


r ms a tenacious fkin as the li- 
^ Uor cools; this is fuppofed to be 
ana logous to eftential oils, though 
^f nt ing their volatility ; that the 
‘ begins to difappear about the 
nd of the firft month, but Hill 
^''tiiuies fenfibie till the end of 
* e third, forming oily clouds as 
t as the liquor cools ; that the 
^ ITl at the fame time fettles to 
fo & ^ ott0m * n cooling, preferving 
^ r a long while its relinous form, 
c j Ut by degrees becoming pow- 
and incapable of being any 
^ ll ger foftened, or made to cohere 
; heat: that when the pro- 
s * s finilhed, part of it Hill con- 
f n . u 5 s a perfeft refin, difibJuble in 
of wine, and part an indif- 
g e »ble powder: that when the di- 
^ ted liquor is evaporated to about 
da^- Ua - rt ’ and ^ et ' n tde ccdd next 
jj/’ H yields a brownifli earthv-fa- 
e matter, called the efjential fait 
fed^'***’ in figure nearly like the 
j nf at ' v e^falt obtained from borax, 
Cr ^ rr 'ingled with fmall needled 

bis k S ’ g‘ ves an account °f 

having made this preparation 
^ m feven times. The vefiel he 
aiv| 6 u ^ e °h was about two inches 
the a half . d iameter in the mouth : 
''’as qUantit y water evaporated 
d a a hout twentv-four ounces a 
ty' t ’ and from a hundred and thir¬ 
ds. 0 a hundred and forty quarts 
of tde whole digeftion. Out 
v ent Xt Tfour ounces of opium, fe- 
foJv e f n . ounces remained undif- 
of ed j n the water : the quantity 
dy r j t ' e hn° u s matter, precipitated 
o Un , y { he digeftion, was twelve 
ed t ^ eS: born the liquor, evaporat- 
of efT a C ] llart ’ he obtained a dram 
bg Ve e ?- t ’ a ^ bait, and might, he fays, 
bei nw , Pirated more ; the liquor 
Pilu]^ t ” en further evaporated to a 
th e e ar c onfiftence, the weight of 
It • rad b was thirty-one ounces. 
VirtuJ S ^PPofed, that the narcotic 
e °i opium refides in the. oily 


and refinous parts; and that the 
gummy extraft, prepared by the 
above procefs, is endowed with the 
calming, fedative, or anodyne 
powers of the opium, diverted of 
the narcotic quality as it: is of the 
fmell, and no longer produftive of 
the diforders which opium itfelf, 
and the other preparations of it, 
frequently occafion. A cafe is 
mentioned, from which the inno¬ 
cence and mildnefs of the medicine 
are apparent ; fifty grains having 
been taken in a day,.,and found to 
agree well, where the common 
opiate preparations could not be 
borne. But what fhare it pofTeftes 
of the proper virtues of opium, is 
not fo clear; for the cure of con- 
vulfive motions of the ftomach and 
vomitings, which at length hap¬ 
pened after the ext raft had been 
continued daily in the above doles 
for feveral years (plujieurs annees), 
cannot perhaps be afcribed fairly 
to the medicine. 

If the theory of the procefs, and 
of the alteration produced by it in 
the opium, be juft; a preparation 
equivalent to the above may be ob¬ 
tained in a much fliorter time. If 
the intention be to feparate the re¬ 
finous and oily parts of opium, 
they may be feparfted, by means 
of pure fpirit of wine, in as many 
hours as the digeftion requires 
months. The reparation will alfo 
be as complete, in regard to the re¬ 
maining gum. though fome part of 
the gum will in this method be loft, 
a little of it being taken up by the 
fpirit along with the other prin¬ 
ciples. 

In what particular part of opium 
its peculiar virtues refide, has not 
perhaps been inconteftably afcer- 
tained ; but thus much feems dear 
from experiment, that the pare gum, 
freed from all that fpirit can dijfclve , 
has little , or rather nothing , of its fo - 
porific power. 

D d 
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In the new Difpenfatory of 
Edinburgh in the year 1789, it is 
faid, “ that the pure gum, freed from 
all that fpirit can dijfolve , does not 
differ efentially in its foporific poiucr 
from the ref nous part.” 

There are grounds alfo to pre* 
fume, that, by whatever means we 
deftroy or diminifli what is called 
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the narcotic, foporific, virulent 
quality of opium, we fliall deftroy 
or diminifli likewife its falutar/ 
operation. For the ill effe<ft s » 
which it produces in certain cafe s * 
feem to be only the neceflary con* 
fequences of the fame power, b/ 
which it proves fo beneficial ^ 
others. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


Empyreumatic Oils. 


\/^EGETABLE and animal fub- 
* Stances, and mineral bitu- 
^ ns > on being urged with a red 
dpn ’ ^ ave ^eir original properties 
c . r °yed, and are refolved or 
re atl ged into produ&s of a diffe- 
t j Mature from what pre-exifted in 
^ lubjeft. By burning them in 
‘ c °pen air, a part is clianged into 
din-) a P art lnt0 I 00 *) an( l a part is 
^JJo ved by the air . Expofcd to the 
c al! j 11 c l°fe vefTels (as in thofe 
^ ea retorts, having receivers 
Vo ,P^d to them for detaining the 
Cf.^), t ] ^y are refolved 
ofr^tid oils, and different kinds 
to ru ne P l, hfiances, which rife in-. 
^h‘ h re ceiver; and a black coal, 
Ca '"emains behind, and which, 
w'p no further alterable in clofe 
to' e f’ 0n admitting air, burnsin- 
f ro ' v hite allies. The oils, called, 
py rp their fetid burnt fmell, em- 
p re f %a, *e> are the objects of the 
h 0vv ent chapter. Some of thefe 
f atll ever j being obtained in the 
t>9df P^ocefs with certain faline 
thernf more importance than 

e\i' e lves. arp rf>tprrf>A rhp hporl 


°LEUM GVAIACI. 

tDi/ of guaiacum. 

Cl -y quantity of chips of guaia- 
0r 1 'nto an earthen long-neck, 
in a f ret01 't, and diftil either 
i U(? a hand-bath or an open fire, 
At the heat by degrees. 

1 an acid liquor will come 
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over, afterwards a light red oil, 
and at length, in the utmoft de¬ 
gree of fire, a thick black oil 
which finks through the other 
liquors to the bottom of the re¬ 
ceiver. 

Oils may be obtained after the 
fame manner from every kind of 
wood. 

The retort may be filled almoft 
up to the neck with chips or fmall 
pieces of guaiacum, the refufe of 
the turner. Lute on a glafs re¬ 
ceiver with a pafte made of linfeed 
meal and water: fet the retort on 
the bottom of a deep iron pot, 
with a little fand under it; and fill 
up the fpace, betwixt it and the 
fides of the pot, with more fand. 
Apply at firft a gentle fire, and gra¬ 
dually increafe it to the utmoft that 
the furnace is capable of giving. 
Particular care muft be had not to 
raife the heat too faft when the 
firft reddifh oil\begins to come 
over; for at this time, a large 
quantity of elaftic vapour is extri¬ 
cated from the wood, which, if the 
fire be urged, or if it be not allow¬ 
ed an exit, wili burft the vefTels. 
When the diftillation is finifhed, 
and the vefTels grown cool, unlute 
the receiver, and feparate the oil 
from the acid liquor. The me¬ 
thod of performing this by the fun¬ 
nel is as follows: Pour the feve- 
ral liquors into a glafs funnel, 
whofe ftem is ftopt by the finger. 
The ponderous black oil finks low- 
ermoft; fuffer this to run out; 
then clofe the ftem again, and af- 
D d 2 
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terwards feparate the acid liquor 
from the lighter oil, in the fame 
manner. They are more perfectly 
feparated, by pouring them into a 
hollow cone of filtering paper, 
moiftened with water, and placed 
in a funnel : the acid liquor pafles 
through, and the oil remains on 
the paper. 

The oils obtained by this treat¬ 
ment from different woods and 
plants, are nearly of the fame quali¬ 
ties : they have all a very difagree- 
able acrid tafte, and a burnt (link¬ 
ing fmell; without any thing of 
the peculiar flavour, tafte, or vir¬ 
tues of the fubjeft which afforded 
them. The prefent practice rarely 
employs thofe oils any otherwife, 
than for external purpofes, as the 
cleanfng of foul bones, for the tooth- 
ach , a gain ft fome kinds of cutaneous 
eruptions , old pains and aches, and the 
like ; and for thefe not very often. 
OLEUM LATERITIUM. 

OH of bricks. 

Heat bricks red hot, and quench 
them in oil olive, till they have 
leaked up all the oil : then break 
them into pieces fmall enough 
to be conveniently put into a 
retort; and dilfil with a fand- 
heat gradually increai’ed. An 
oil will arife, together with a 
fpirit, which is to be feparated 
from it as in the foregoing pro- 
cefs. 

This preparation has had a place 
in mod Difpenfatories, under the 
pompous names of oleum philofo- 
pharum, fandlum, divinum , benedic- 
tum , and others, as improper as 
that under which it (lands above. 
■It is really oil of olives rendered 
lirongly empyreumatic by heat. 
The fpirit, (o called, is no more 
than phlegm, or water, tainted with 
the burnt flavour of the oil. It 
has been celebrated for fundry ex¬ 
ternal purpofes, particularly againjl 
gouty and rheumatic pains , dcafnefs 
and tingling of the ears , 8 cc. and 


has fornetimes been given inward' 
lv. But common practice feenr- 
to have now entirely rejected th 1 ^ 
loathfome remedy. 

OLEUM PETROLEI; 

formerly 

OLEUM PETROLEI BARBA' 

DENSIS. 

Oil of petroleum, or fofftlc tat'- 

Loud, 

Take of 

Petroleum a fufficient quantity 
and didil in a fand-bath. , 

This oil will be more or l e 
thin, according to the continual’*^ 
ot the di(filiation ; and the tar ' v > 
at lad be reduced to a black c° fl * 
and then the oil will be ? re ^d 
deep in colour, though perfect*/ 
fluid ; this oil lias a propet 1 ^ 
fimilar to that of the timdure 0 , 
nephritic wood in water, app eal 
ing blue when looked upon, 
of an orange colour when held h e 
twixt the eye and the light. _ 
long keeping, 1 have obferved d 
lofe this property. It is fome^. ^ 
lefs di(agreeable than the forego”’^ 
oils, though very acrid and fli 11111 
lating. 

OLEUM CERiE. 

• Oil of ivax. 

Ed : nb. . £ 

Melt yellow hees’-wax with tv ''h, 
its quantity of fand, and dift' 1 
a retort placed in a fand 
At firft an acid liquor arifes* ^ 
afterwards a thick oil* w . 
(licks in the neck of the ret °} ]( r 
unlefs it be heated by apP^Ujp 
a live coal. This may be \ c .. * 
fled into a thin oil, by diftBL, 
it feveral times, without at L 
tion, in a fand-heat. c f 

BoerhAave directs the wax* ^ 
in pieces, to be put into the f , f . 
firft, fo as to fill one half ot ‘.j 
when as much fand may be 
thereon as will fill the rem a, ° c ji 
half. This is a neater, and 111 1 . 
lefs troublefome way, than nf ^ 
the wax, and mixing it witA 
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re ' 1( ^ before they are put into the 
° rt * Boerhaave greatly com- 
^, c *tds this oil for r ought c/s and 
‘ a f s °f the Jkin, and fimilar pur- 
^ ie college of Strafburg 
alfo of its being given inter- 
/ ,y> and fay it is a powerful diu- 
of f (ingens diureticum) in dofes 


l| ro P s ; but its difagreeable fin el l 

J *as n r „„. _ , • 0 . • _ r 


f^om two to four and more 


a «io n? 


O 

prevented its coming into ufe 


us. 


OLEUM ANIMALE. 

Animal oil. 
m , Loud. 

fake of 

0>1 of hartfliorn, one pound. 

1 three times. 

> . Edinh. 

1 a ke of 

fitnpyreumatic oil, recently di¬ 
alled from the horns of ani- 
jy. trials, as much as you will. 

1 01 from a matrafs furnidled with 
? t* e ad, as long as a thin colour- 
i e fs oil comes over, which is to 
e freed from alkaline fait, and 
spirit, by means of water. In 
0r der to preferve this oil limpid 
a,K i good, it ought to be put in 
• ai all phials completely filled and 
! llv euted^ having previoufiy put 
lf >to each phial a few drops of 
^ter, that on inverting them, 
he water may interpole betwixt 
°il and mouth of the phial, 
i 1 , , le quantity of oil employed 
abj ls P r ° ce fs fliould be confider- 
tn C: ^ or ^ l eaves f° much black 
1 a . tter behind in the feveral didil- 
t ; 10 h $ , that it is reduced, at lad, 
a huall portion of its original 
r " amit V. The diftillation mull be 
a ,j e, ‘^ e d, at lead, twelve times; 
]j/ frequently the requifite fubti- 
"'itT ? 0 fcarcely be obtained 
} ‘efs than twenty didillations., 
e ' ls f a id, that the effeft may be 
o'^jted, by mixing the oil with 

lint * me ’ lUO a P a ^ e ’ the 
“ e keeping down more of the 


grofs matter, than would remain 
without fuch an addition. 

Model, of Peterfburgh, took 
fome pains to reduce the expenfe 
attending the repeated didillations 
of this oil, in order to render it 
pure. He directed the foetid oil to 
be poured into a glafs cucurbit, 
with an alembic head ; fo as not 
to foul the fide of the veil'd, and 
diHilled with a gentle heat, depa¬ 
rting, by change of the receiver, 
the limpid oil which fird comes 
over, from the more yellow', which 
follows ; and in like manner, the 
fecond from the third. To rectify 
the firft limpid portion, .one diftil¬ 
lation w’ith a dow fire is diffident, 
but the other portions commonly 
require two; in which the limpid 
part mud be feparated in the fame 
manner from the more impure 
which follows, by changing the 
receiver; and the procefs thus be 
continued until all the oil flows 
limpid and white. 

Animal oils thus reftified are 
of a fubtile, penetrating, not dif¬ 
agreeable fmell and talte. They 
are drongly recommended as ano¬ 
dynes and anti/pafnodics , in dofes of 
from fifteen to thirty drops. Hoff¬ 
man reports, that they procure a 
calm and fueet /cep, which conti¬ 
nues often for tw enty hours, with¬ 
out being followed by any languor 
or debility, but rather leaving the 
patient more alert and cheerful than 
before : that they procure likewife 
a gentle fiv'eat, without tncreafing the 
heat of the blood: that given to 
twenty drops or more, on an emp¬ 
ty domach, fix hours before the ac- 
cejjlon op' an intermittent fever , they 
frequently remove the dforder : and 
that they are likewife a very gene¬ 
rous remedy in inveterate and chro¬ 
nical epilepfies , and in convulfive mo¬ 
tions, efpeciallv if given before the 
ufual time of the attack, and pre¬ 
ceded by proper evacuations. 

D d 3 , 
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The empyreumatic oils of vege¬ 
tables, re&ified in the fame man¬ 
ner by repeated diftillations, fuffer 
a like change with the animal; 
lofing their dark colour and offen- 
five fmell, and becoming limpid, 
penetrating, and agreeable. 3 n this 
ftate they are fuppofed, like the 
animal oils, to be anodyne, anti- 
fpafmodic, and diaphoretic, or fu- 
dorific. It is obfervable, that all 
the empyreumatic oils diflblve in 
fpirit of wine, and that the oftener 
they are rectified or rediftilled, they 
difiolve the more readily: a cir- 
cumftance in which they differ re¬ 
markably from eflential oils, which, 
by repeated diftillations, become 


more and more difficult of folution* 
How far theie preparations real' 
ly poflefs the virtues that have 
been afcribed to them, has not 
yet been fufficiently deter/nined by 
experience; the tedioufnefs and 
trouble of the re&ification having 
prevented their corning into g e * 
neral ufe» or being often made* 
They are liable alfo to a more ma¬ 
terial inconvenience in regard to 
their medicinal ufe, precarioufnef* 
in their quality : for how perfe&ly 
foever they be rectified, they gra¬ 
dually lofe, in keeping, the quali¬ 
ties they had received from that 
procefs, and return more and more 
towards their original fetfdnefs. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Salts and Saline Preparations. 


SECT. I. 


Fixed alkaline Salts. 


T HE afhes of mo,ft vegetables, 
fteeped or boiled in water, 
out to it a faline fubftance, 


give 


- Ji «. xuuuv, luwuniivw 

le parable in a folid form by evapo 
gating the water. This Kind of 
11 never ,pre-exifts in the vegeta- 
* e » but is always generated during 
e burning. It is called fixt alka- 
' Ue fait. 

The ftiops were formerly bur- 
p e ned with a great number of 
)e *e falts, which are now almoft 
°tally rejected ; one being found 
l! 7 fufficient to anfwer all the 
P Ur pofes that can be derived from 
Saline fubftances. 
‘ thefe preparations, from what- 
ve r vegetables they may be ob- 
thofe of certain marine 
h ar >ts excepted, are nearly one 
the fame thing, and not diftin- 
p^'diable from each other, at leaft 
n e ffe<fts as medicines. 

1 he Colleges of London and 
n in burgh therefore confine them- 
e Ves to the two following. 

Mxi pr^faratum. 

Prepared kali. 

, Lend. 

*ake of 

^°t-afh, two pounds ; 

■boiling diftiiled water, three 
>y pints. 

“folve, and filter through pa- 
P^f; evaporate this folution, un- 
- a pellicle appears, upon the 


furface ; then fet afide for twelve 
hours, that the neutral falts may 
cryftallife ; afterwards pour out 
the liquor, and boil away the 
whole of the water, conftantly 
ftirring, left the fait fhould ad¬ 
here to the pot. 

In like manner is purified im¬ 
pure kali from the allies of any 
kind of vegetables. 

LIXIVA E TARTARO ; 

vulgo 

SAL TARTARI. 

Salt of Tartar. 

Edinb. 

Take of tartar, what quantity you 
chufe. Let it rolled up in moift: 
bibulous paper, or put into a 
crucible, and furrounding it 
with live coala, burn it into a 
coal; then having powdered it, 
let it be calcined in an open 
crucible, with a moderate heat, 
taking care that it does not 
melt, until it becomes white, 
or at leaft an afli colour - r after¬ 
wards dilfolve it in warm water, 
let the liquor be {trained through 
linen, and evaporated in a clean 
iron veflel, conftantly ftirring 
with an iron fpatula towards the 
end of the procefs, that the mat¬ 
ter may not adhere to the bot¬ 
tom of the veflel. A very white 
fait will remain ; which muft be 
left a little time longer over the 
D d 4 
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fire, until the bottom of the 
veflel appears almoft red. Laft- 
ly, when the fait grows cold, it 
mu ft be put into glafs veflels 
clolely ftopped. 

This fait has a pungent fiery 
tafte; and occasions in the mouth 
a kind of urinous flavour, proba¬ 
bly from a refolution which it pro¬ 
duces in the faliva. It readily 
diflolves in water, and deliquiates 
m the air, but is not atfted upon 
by pure vinous fpirits. Inftead of 
being diftblved by vinous fpirits, 
ii a faturated iolution of it in wa¬ 
ter be dropt into the pure fpirit, 
it will not mix therewith, but fall 
oiftindt to the bottom; if water 
be mixed with the fpirit, the ad¬ 
dition-of fixt alkaline fait will im¬ 
bibe the water, and form with it, 
as in the other cafe, a diftinft fluid 
at the bottom. This property af¬ 
fords a commodious method of 
dephlegmating vinous fpirits, or 
Separating their watery part, as we 
have already feen. 

Salt of tartar, or folutions of it 
in water, raife an effervefcence on 
the admixture of acid liquors, and 
deftroy their acidity, the alkali and 
acid uniting together into a com¬ 
pound Oi new qualities, called nru- 
tral —Earthy fuhftances, and moft 
metallic bodies, previoufly diflolv- 
ed in the acid, are precipitated 
from it - by the alkali.—The alka¬ 
line fait changes the colour of the 
blue flowers of plants, or their in- 
fulions, to a green. It has the fame 
effeeft on the bright red flowers, and 
on the colonrlefs infufions of white 
ones; but in many of the dark red, 
as thofe of the wild poppy, and of 
the yellow ones, it produces no inch 
change. 

Solutions of this fait liquefy all 
the animal juices, except milk : 
corrode the flefhy parts into a kind 
of. mucous piatter ,• concrete with 
animal fats, and vegetable oils, 
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into foap ; and difiolve fulphuf 
into a red liquor; efpecially if 
allifted by a boiling heat, and 
mingled with quicklime, which 
greatly promotes their a&ivity. 
On pure earths and ftones, thefe 
liquors have no fenfible aftion ; 
but if the earth or ftones be mixed 
with four or five times the weight 
of the dry fait, and urged with a. 
ftrong fire, they melt along with it, 
and become afterwards perfedfly 
foluble both in water and by the 
moifture of the air. With a fmall- 
er proportion of the fait, as an 
equal weight, they run into an in- 
diffoluble glafly matter. 

The medical virtues of this fait 
are, to attenuate the juices, refolve 
eh/iruthons, and promote the. natural 
fecretions. A dilute folution of it, 
drunk warm in bed, generally ex¬ 
cites fzveat. If that evacuation be 
not favoured, its fenfible operation 
is by urine. It is an excellent re¬ 
medy in cojlive habits , efpecially if 
a few grains of aloes be occafion- 
ally interpofed; with this advan¬ 
tage above other purgatives and 
laxatives, that ivhen the complaint is 
once removed, it is not apt to return. 
Where acidities abound in the firft 
padages, this fait abfords the acid, 
and unites ivith it into a ntild ape¬ 
rient neutral fait. As one of its 
principal operations is to render 
the animal fluids more thin, it is 
obvious, that where they are al¬ 
ready colliquated, as in feurvies, 
and in all putrid diforders in ge* 
neial, tms medicine is imprpper* 
The common dole of the fait is 
from two or three .grains to a feru- 
ple ; in fome circumftances it has 
been extended tp a dram, in which 
(;a< c it nmft always be largely dilut¬ 
ed with watery liquors. 

AQUA KALI PRjEPARATI; 

formerly 

LIXIVIUM TARTARI. 

M ater of prepared kali. 
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' Loud. 

Take of 

Prepared kali, one pound. 

^ er it in a moift place until it dif- 
folves, and drain. 

Phis contains about one part of 
alkaline fait to three of water. 
AQUA KALI PURI; 

formerly 

lixivium saponarium. 

Water of pure kali. 

^ Lornl. 

■* a ke of 

Prepared kali, lour pounds; 
Qyick-li me, fix pounds ; 

•p L>iftiiled water, four gallons. 

0lf r four pints of water to the 
hme, and let them Hand toge¬ 
ther for an hour; after which 
add the kali to the reft of the 
Water—then boil for a quarter of 
an hour, differ the liquor to cool, 
and ftrain. A pint of this ought 
f o weigh fixteen ounces. 

‘ *he liquor effervefc.es with any 
'W'id, add more lime. Then boil 
!- ae hquor and the lime together 
t°r five minutes in a clofe veiTel. 
Laftly, let it be again cooled and 
drained. The boiling fhould be 
Performed either in giafs or earth- 
cn ware ; drain it through linen, 
an d keep it in a clofe veflfel. 

. Quicklime, by depriving the al- 
Q* 1 °f its aiirial acid, renders ifcau- 
c ’> and hence this ley is much 
oi e acrimonious, and ads more 
powerfully 

as a menftruum on oils,' 
L| S ’ &c. than a folution of thepot- 
pP alone. The lime fhouid be 
k p tC / re di from the kiln ; by long 
] or P ln g, even in clofe veftels, it 
^ } ‘ es much of its ftrength : fuch 
th.- 1 be made choice of as is 
wUu^hly burnt or calcined, 
ic h may be known by its com- 
An Ve bkbtnefs. 

tifi . ' t ^ le inftruments employed in 
Wry T r °c'efs Ihould be either of 
Coj ° c ’ ea rthen ware, or giafs. The 
111 mon metallic ones would be 


corroded by the ley, fo as either to 
difcolour, or communicate difa- 
greeable qualities to it. If it Ihould 
be needful to filter or drain the li¬ 
quor, care mud be taken that the 
filter or drainer be of vegeta¬ 
ble matter: woollen, filk, and that 
fort of filtering paper which is 
made of animal fdbftances, are 
quickly corroded and didolved by 
ir. 

The liquor is mod conveniently 
weighed in a narrow-necked giafs 
bottle, of fuch a fize, that the mea- 
fiire of a wine pint, may arife fome 
height into its neck; the place to 
which it reaches being marked with 
a diamond. A pint of the com¬ 
mon leys of our foft foap-makers 
weighs more than fixteen ounces. 
It has been found that their foap- 
levs will be reduced to the ftandard 
here propofed, by mixing it with 
fomething lefs than an equal mea-r 
fure of water. 

KALI PURUM; 

vulgo 

ALKALI VEGETABILE 
CAUST 1 CUM. 

Pure Kali. 

Lond. 

Take of water of pure kali, one 
gallon. Evaporate to drynefs, 
then let the fait be melted upon 
the fire, and poured out. In the 
Edinburgh Difpenfatory this is 
deferibed more particularly un¬ 
der the fucceeding article:— 

CAUSTICUM COMMUNE 
ACER RI MUM. 

The Jlrongejl common cauftic. 

Rdinb. 

Take of can die lev what quantity 
you pleafe. Evaporate it in a 
very clean iron velfel on a gen¬ 
tle fire, until, on the ebullition 
ceafing, the faline matter gently 
flows like oil ; which happens 
before the velfei becomes red. 
Pour out the cauftic, thus lique¬ 
fied, upon a fmooth iron .plate; 
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let it be divided into fmall pieces 
before it hardens, and thefe are 
to be put into phials clofe flop¬ 
ped. 

This is a fudden and very power¬ 
ful cauflic. It has an inconveni¬ 
ence of being apt to liquefy too 
much upon the part to which it is 
applied, fo that it is not eafily con¬ 
fined within the limits in which it 
is intended to operate: and indeed 
the fuddenefs of its adfion depends 
on this difpofition to liquefv. 
CALX E KALI PURO; 
formerly 

CAUSTICUM COMMUNE 
FORTIUS. 

Stronger common caiiflic. 

Take of 

Quick lime, five pounds and four 
ounces; 

Water of pure kali fixteen 
pounds. 

Boil away the water of kali to a 
fourth part, then fprinkle in the 
lime, previoufiv flaked. Keep it 
in a vefiel clofe flopped. 
CAUSTICUM COMMUNE 
MITIUS. 

The milder common cauflic. 

Edinb. 

Take of cauflic ley what quantity 
you chufe. Evaporate in an iron 
vefiel, till one third remains; 
then mix with it a§ much new 
flaked lime, as will bring it to 
the confidence of a pretty folid 
pap, which is to be kept in a vef- 
fel clofely flopped. 

Here the addition of lime in fub- 
flance renders the preparations lefs 
apt to liquefy than the foregoing, 
and confequentlv more eafilv^ con- 
finable within the intended limits, 
but proportionably flower in their 
operation. 

It is obfervable, that both thefe 
caufiics, and the foap leys, that js, 
alkaline falts increafed in their 
power by quicklime, do not effer- 
vefee or emit air-bubbles, at leaft in 
any confiderable degree, on the ad¬ 


mixture of acids; though this effer- 
vefcence has been commonly reck¬ 
oned onfe of the principal diftin- 
guifhing chara&ers of alkaline falts.- 
Expofed long to the air, they gra¬ 
dually refume their power of effer- 
vefcence, and Iofe proportionably 
the additional activity which the 
quicklime had produced in them. 
CAUSTICUM COMMUNE 
MITIUS. 

The milder common caufic. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Frefh quicklime, 

Soft foap, of each equal parts. 
Mix them well together, at the 
time of ufing. 

This cauflic, notwithflanding the 
lime be ufed frefh, proves much 
milder than the former; the acri¬ 
mony of the fait being here covered 
by the oil and tallow, by which it 
is reduced into foap. 

Nitrum fixum. 

Fixt nitre. 

Take of 

Powdered nitre, four ounces ; 
Charcoal in powder, five drams. 
Mix them thoroughly together, by 
rubbing them in a mortar, and 
injeefl the mixture, by a little at 
a time, into a red-hot crucible- 
A deflagration, or a bright flame 
with a hifling noife, happens on 
each injeftion. The whole quan¬ 
tity being thus deflagrated, con¬ 
tinue the fire ftrong for half a 11 
hour. r ' 

Nitre is compofed of the com¬ 
mon vegetable fixt alkaline falb 
and a peculiar acid. In this pr°' 
cefs, the acid is deflroyed or chang¬ 
ed to another nature; and the re- 
maining fait proves merely alka¬ 
line, not different in quality from 
th e fal tdrtari , except that a very 
minute portion of the nitre gene- 
rally remains unchanged; the faE 
is purified by folution in water, fil¬ 
tration, and evaporation. It may b c 
obferved, that the fait receives n° t i 
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fenfible addition from the vegetable 
^oal employed for the deflagration ; 
for the allies of charcoal have very 
little faline matter ; and the quan¬ 
tity of charcoal above directed 
yields onlv a grain or two of allies. 
L'lXIVA PURI FI CAT A; 

vulgo 

sal alcalinus fixus ve- 

GETAB 1 LIS PURIF 1 CATUS. 

' Purified Lixiva. 

Edinb. 

Let the alkaline fait, ealled in Eng¬ 
land pearl-alhes, be put into a 
crucible, and brought to a red- 
dilh heat; that the oily impuri¬ 
ties, if there be any, may be de- 
ftroyed, then having beat and 
agitated it with an equal quan¬ 
tity of water, let them be well 
mixed. Pour the liquor, after 
the faeces have fubfided, into £ 
very clean iron pot, and boil to 
drynefs, conftantly ftirring the 
fait towards the end of the pro- 
cef^, that it may not adhere to 
the velfel. 

This preparation is frequently 
e mployed in conjunftion with 
^ther articles', particularly for the 
formation of laiine neutral draughts 
* n d mixtures; and it is ufed alfo 
Sy itfelf, in dofes from three or 
t°ur grains to fifteen or twenty, 
a nd frequently operates as a pow- 
er ful diuretic , particularly when 
plenty of diluted liquids is taken 
'vith it. 

A QpA LIXIVIA CAUSTICA; 

VulgO 

LIXIVIUM causticum. 

►r, Cnu/iic lix ivied water. 

Fttke of 

fVefli burnt quicklime, eight 
^ ounces ; 

* urified fixed alcaline vegetable 
T , f tlt, fi x ounces. 

>r ° w the quicklime with twenty 
? lln ces of warm water into an 
•"■on or earthen veffel. When 
Y e extinction and ebullition of 
lime is completely finilhed, 


immediately add the fait ; thefe 
being well mixed, let the veffel 
be kept flint 'till it cools ; fliake 
up the cool matter, and pour out 
the whole into a glafs funnel, 
whofe throat muff be flopped 
with clean rag. Let the upper 
part of the funnel be covered 
clofe, whilft the tube of it is in- 
ferted into another glafs vefl'el, 
that the lixivium may gradually 
drop into the vefl'el placed be¬ 
low. As foon as it (ball ceafe to 
drop, pour into the funnel fome 
ounces of water, but cautioufly, 
that the water may fwim above 
the matter; the lixiviated-water 
will again begin to drop, and 
thus mu ft the affufion of water 
be repeated, ti.l three pounds 
have dropped, which will take 
up two or three days, then fliake 
the fuperior with the inferior 
portions of the liquor together, 
mix and keep it in a veffel well 
flopped. N 

This lixivium properly prepared 
has neither fmell nor colour, neither 
will it effervefee but perhaps very 
flightly with acids. Colour and 
fmell indicate the fait has not been 
fufficiently calcined ; the effervef- 
cence, that the lime has not been 
good. 

The reafon of the great nicety 
required in the operation is very 
obvioufly to prevent abforption of 
fixed air from the atmofphere ; for 
the mildnefs or the caufticity of 
alkalies, whether fixed or volatile, 
depend upon fixed air ; the firjl de¬ 
pends upon the union with, th zlajl 
upon the deprivation of it; thus 
quicklime having a greater affinity 
with fixed air than alkali, the fixed 
air in this procefs quits the alka¬ 
line fait and unites with the quick¬ 
lime, rendering the fait cauflic, and 
the lime mild and infolubie in w-ater. 
See alfo Dr. Black’s method of pre¬ 
paring this cauflic fluid, which is 
confidered the moft eligible. £n- 
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clycop. Britan, vol. 14. p.339. 
under Caustic Ley. 

By fome dyfpeptic patients this 
ley has been taken with advantage, 
particularly when acidities affeft 
the ftomach, attended, with much 
flatulence and laxity, for it exerts 
a ftimulating power, at the fame 
time unites with the acids, without 
the reparation of any air, as is the 
tafe where mild alcalies are ufed. 
When joined with mucilaginous 
fubftances, it may be fafelv taken 
into th« ftomach, and ufed to be 
given in vea! broth, as a folvent of 
the Hone; it has had alio many 
pompous titles as a li/hontriptic ; but 
its reputation in this point lias 
greatly dimini {bed. 

' NATRON PR AT AR AT U M. 

Prepai eel Natron. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Barilla powdered, two pounds ; 
Diftilled water,' one gallon. 

Boil the barilla in four pints of 
water for half an hour, and drain 
and boil the part which remains 
after draining with the red of 
tiie water, and drain. Mix the li¬ 
quors, and evaporate to two pints; 
and fet them by for eight days; 
drain this liquor again, and after 
due boiling fet it bv to cryftal- 
Iife. DhTolve the crydals in 
diftilled water, drain the dilu¬ 
tion, boil and fet it a fide to cry- 
ftallife. 

The liquor upon Handing depo- 
ftts lome feculencies, from which 
it is eadly freed by Hraining it; and 


the cryftallifations, when properly 
conduced, entirely purify the 
natron from neutral fait, or any 
other remaining admixture. 

SODA PURIFICATA; 

vulgo 

SAL ALCALIN US FOSSILIS 
FI XUS PUR 1 FICATUS. 

Edinb. 

Take of the allies of Spanidi kali, 
foda, or barilla, any quantity you 
chufe, bruife, and boil them in 
water till all the fait bediftolved; 
afterwards let this ' be filtered 
through paper, and evaporated 
in an iron veiled, that, after it is 
cooled, it may fhoot into cryftals. 
By the above precedes the fojjil 
alkali is procured diffidently pure, 
being much more difpofed to cry- 
ftallife than the vegetable alkali; 
the admixture of this laft is hereby 
in a great meafure prevented. 

In the ifiand of Teneriff this na¬ 
tron is found lying on the ground, 
and is by the inhabitants called 
Saeitron, which is alfo their name 
for faltpetre. It is alfo found in 
the fame ftate in fome other coun¬ 
tries. 

This natural produft feems to 
have been better known to the an¬ 
cients than modern natnralifts, and 
it is with good reafon fuppofed to 
be the nitre mentioned in the Bible. 

This foda not only forms the 
bads of ieveral neutral falts, but 
is given by itfelf, and in its purified 
ftate fuppofed to be ufeful in'fcro- 
phulous affedtions. 

Dose, 10 grains to 3 fs. 


SECT. II. 

Volatile alkaline Salts. 

A S fixt alkalies are produced in volatile ones are produced by 9 
the burning of vegetables, like degree of heat from aniu> a 
and remain behind in the allies; fubftances, and rife in dilUllati°° 
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along with the other volatile prin- 
£iples; the admiflion of air, necef- 
Iar y for the production of the for- 
I? e r, is not needful for the latter, 
f hefe falts are obtainable alfo from 
lor ne vegetable matters, and from 
Ve getable and animal foot. Though 
a ftrong fire be requifite for their 
production, yet, when once com¬ 
pletely formed, they are difiipated 
hy the oentleft warmth: in diftil- 
l a tion, they rife fooner than the 
Hioft highly rectified fpirit of wine. 
They are produced in urine, by 
PotrefaCtion, without fire; and with¬ 
out fire alfo thev exhale from it. 
LIQUOR 

formerly 

SPIRITUS, SAL, et OLEUM 
CORNU CERVI. 

Liquor, Jail, and oil of hart for n. 

Land. 

Take of hartfiiorn ten pounds, di- 
ftilled by a fire gradually in- 
•creafed; a liquorQait,and oil will 
afcend. Separate the oil and 
the fait from the liquor, and di- 
Hi I three times. 

To the fait add an equal weight 
of prepared chalk, and fublime 
thrice, or until it becomes v^jiite. 

The fame volatile liquor, fait, 
a od oil may be obtained from any 
Parts, except the fat , of any kind of 
animals. 

Calcined hartfiiorn is generally 
tnade by burning the 'horns left 
after this diftillation. 

Kdinb. 

% flav ing poured oht of the reci- 
P' e nt all the different matters which 
j?ave come over in it, they may be 
Uparated from one another in the 
Allowing manner. The oil fepa- 
tates from the phlegm and fpirit in 
nitration ; the two latter will pafs 
through, and the oil remain on the 
filter. —The phlegm may be fepa- 
Qted from the fpirit by diftillation 
a tail vefiel, with a gentle heat:— 
tll e jpiru vvHi come over into the re- 
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cipient, and the phlegm remain at 
the bottom of the diftilling vefiel. 

The fpirit may be divided into a 
volatile fait and phlegm , by diftilling 
it in a very tall and narrow cucur¬ 
bit ; the fait will arife, and adhere 
to the head in a dry form; the 
phlegm remaining behind. 

The fait may be freed from the 
oil , by fubliming it from twice its 
quantity of pot-alh; for the oil is 
kept down by the pot-afh, whiift: 
the fait rifes. 

The fpirit alfo is rendered purer. 
by adding, to every pint, two ounces 
of pot-alh, and diftilling in a glafs 
retort. 

The remaining pot-afh may be 
again purified for ufe, by calcining 
it in an open fire, fo as to burn 
out the oil it had abl'orbed from the 
fait or fpirit. 

The wholefale dealers have very 
large pots for the diftillation of 
hartfiiorn, with earthen heads al- 
moft iike thole of the common ftiii. 
For receivers, they ufe a couple of 
oil jars, the mouths of which are 
luted together; the pipe that comes 
from the bead enters the lowermoft 
jar, through a hole made on por- 
pofe in its bottom. When a large 
quantity of the fubjeCt is to be di- 
(filled, it is cuftomary to continue 
the operation for feveral days fuc- 
ceflively ; only unluting the head 
occafionally, to put in frefh ma¬ 
terials. 

When only a fmall quantity of 
fpirit or fait is wanted, a common 
iron pot, fuch as is ufually fixed in 
fand furnaces, may be employed; 
an iron head being fitted to it. 
Thp receiver ought to be large, and 
a glafs, or rather tin adopter, in¬ 
ferred betwixt it and the pipe of 
the head. 

The diftilling vefiel being charg¬ 
ed with pieces of the horn, a mo¬ 
derate fire is applied, which is (low¬ 
ly iucreafed, and raifed at length 
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almoft to the utmoft degree. At 
fir ft, a phlegmatic liquor arifes ; 
the quantity of which will be lei's 
or greater, according 2s the horns 
were more or lefs dry : this is fuc- 
ceeded by the fait and oil. The lalt 
at firft diffolves, as it comes over, 
in the phlegm, and thus forms what 
is called fpirit. When the phlegm 
is faturated, the remainder of the 
fait concretes in a folid form to 
the fides of the recipient. If it be 
required to have the whole of the 
fait folid and undiffolved, the 
phlegm fltould be removed as foon 
as the fait begins to arife, which 
may be known by the appearance 
of white fumas : and, that this may 
be done the more commodioullv, 
the receiver fhould be left unluted, 
till this firft part of the procefs be 
finifhed. The white vapours which 
now arife, fometimes come with 
fuch vehemence, as to throw off 
or burft the receiver. To prevent; 
this accident, it is convenient to 
have a fmall hole in the luting; 
which may be occafionally ftopt 
with a wooden peg, or opened, as 
the operator ftiall find proper. 
After the fait has allarifen, a thick, 
dark-coloured oil comes over : the 
procefs is now to be difcoiitinued, 
and the velfels, when grown cold, 
unluted. 

All the liquid matters being 
poured out .of the receiver, the fait 
which remains adhering to its (ides 
is to be wafhed out with a little 
U'ater, and added to the reft. It is 
convenient to let the whole fta'nd 
for a few hours, that the oil may 
the better difengage itfelf from the 
liquor, fo as to be firft feparated 
by a funnel, and afterwards more 
perfectly by filtration through wet¬ 
ted paper. The fait and fpi; its are 
then to be further purified, as before 
directed. 

The liquor of hartfhorn met with 
in the fliops is extremely precari¬ 


ous in point of ftrengt’n; the quan¬ 
tity of fait contained in it (on which 
its efficacy depends) varying ac¬ 
cording as the cli(filiation, in rec¬ 
tifying it, is continued for a longer 
or lhorter time. If, after the vola¬ 
tile fait has arifen, fo much of the 
phlegm or watery part be driven 
over after it, as is juft fufficient to 
diffolve it, the fpirit will be fully 
faturated, and as ftrong as it can be 
made. If the procefs be not at this 
inflant ftopt, the phlegm, continu¬ 
ing to arife, mu ft render the fpirit 
continually weaker and weaker. 
The diftillation therefore ought to 
be difeontinued at this period, or 
rather whilfl fome of the fait ftill 
remains undiffolved. The /fpirit 
will thus prove always equal, and 
the buyer be furnifhed with a cer¬ 
tain criterion of its ftrength. Very 
few have taken any notice of the 
above-mentioned inconvenience of 
thefe kinds of fpirits; and the re¬ 
medy is firft hinted in the Pharma¬ 
copoeia Reformata. The purity of 
the fpirit is eafilv 'judged of from 
its clearnefs and grateful odour. 

The volatile alkali procured from, 
hartfhorn, whether in a folid or a 
fluid ftate, is precifely the fame with 
that obtained from fal ammoniac; 
therefore it is mod eligible to pro¬ 
cure thefe volatile fubfiances from 
this lalt, as the procefs is fo much 
more eafy, and lefs expenfive. 
AMMONIA PR A. PAR AT A; 

vulgo 

Sal volatilis Salis Ammoni- 

ACI. 

Land. Edinl. 

Ammonia-prepared. 

L. E. 

Take of 

Sal ammonia powdered, one 
pound; 

Prepared chalk, two pounds. 

Mix and fublime, from a retort into 

a refrigerated receiver. t. 
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4*5 


Cl 
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AQUA AMMONITE ; 

formerly 

^tRITUS VOLATILJS SaI 1$ Am- 
MONI ACI. 

Water of ammonia. 

^ Lotid. 

a Re a pound and a half of pot-afli, 
a pound of fal ammoniac, and 
four pints of water. Diftil off, 
*vith a gentle heat, two pints. 

^ TLdinb. 

1 ake of fal ammoniac, purified 
fixiva,or vegetable alkali, of each 
Sixteen ounces. The falts being 
Uiixed and put into a glafs retort, 
pour on the water, then diftil 
with a fand bath todrynefs, gra¬ 
dually increafing the heat. 

From the refiduum, which is the 
oigestivum Svlvii, a coni¬ 
zation of muriatic acid, and ve- 
Retable alkali, called Kali muriatum , 
'‘tilled in the ordinary way with 
^'triolic acid ; the faline mafs left 
ln the retort is the kali vitriolatum. 

Sal ammoniac is a neutral fait, 
c prnp 0 fed of volatile alkali and ma- 
rir i e acid. In thefe proceffes, the 
is abforbed by the fixt alkali 
c kialkj and the volatile alkali is 
0 oourfe fet at liberty. 

, Fhe fixt alkali begins to aft upon 
e fal ammoniac, and extricates a 
Pungent urinous odour, as foon as 
^hey are mixed. Hence it is mod 
;° n venier>t / not to mix them till put 
. n to .the diftilling veffel: the two 
v a ts uiay be diffolved feparately in 
•ater, the folutions poured into a 
c ' 0rt ? and a receiver immediately 
' ted on. An equal weight of the 
fws • * S perhaps more than, 

‘uicient, to extricate all the vola¬ 
tile. 

> ^halk does not begin to aft upon 
. ^ fal ammoniac, till a confide^ 
e heat be applied. Hence thefe 
ihrf w hhout inconvenience, and 
deed ought to be, thoroughly 
. lx ed together, before they are put 
te the retort. The furface of the 


mixture may be covered with a lit¬ 
tle more powdered chalk, to pre¬ 
vent fuch particles of the fal ammo¬ 
niac, as may happen to lie upper* 
moft, from fubliming unchanged. 
Though the fire muft here be much 
greater than when fixt alkaline fait 
is ufed, it muft not be too ftrong, 
nor too fuddenly raifed; for, if it 
be, a part of the chalk (though of 
itfelf not capable of being elevated 
by any degree of heat) will be car¬ 
ried up along with the volatile fait. 
M. du Hamel experienced the juft- 
nefs of this obfervation : he relates, 
in the Memoirs of the French aca¬ 
demy of fciences for the year 1735, 
that he frequently found his volatile 
fait, when a very ftrong fire was 
made ufe of in the fublim.ation, 
amount to more,fometimes one half 
more, than the weight of the crude 
fal ammoniac employed; and that, 
though it be certain that not three- 
fourths. of this concrete are pure 
volatile fait, the fixt earthy matter, 
thus once volatilifed by the alkali, 
arofe along with it again upon 
thegentleft refublimation, diffolved 
with it in water, and exhaled with 
it in the air. 

When all the fait has fublivned, 
and the receiver grown cool, it may 
be taken off, and luted to another 
retort charged with frelh materials. 
This procefs may be repeated, tilt 
the recipient appear lined with vo¬ 
latile fait to a confiderable thick- 
nefs. The veffel muft then be bro¬ 
ken in order to get out the fait. 

The volatile fait and fpirit of fal 
ammoniac are the pureft of all the 
medicines of this kind. They are 
feme what more acrimonious than 
thofe produced directly from ani¬ 
mal fubftances, which always con¬ 
tain a portion of the oil of the rub¬ 
ied!, and receive thence fome de¬ 
gree of a faponaceous quality. 
Thefe lalt may be reduced to the 
fame degree of purity, by combiu- 
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ing them with acids into ammoni- 
acal falts; and afterwards recover¬ 
ing the volatile alkali from thefe 
Compounds by the procdfes before 
directed. \ 

The matter which remains in 
the retort, after the diftillation of 
the fpirit, and fublimation of the 
fait, of fal ammoniac, is found to 
confift of marine acid united with 
the fixt alkali or chalk employed. 
When fixt alkaline fait has been 
ufed as the intermedium, the refi- 
duum, or caput mortuum, as it is 
called, yields, on folution and cry- 
ftallifation, a fait qxaftly fimilar to 
the fpirit us fairs mar ini coagulaius 
hereafter delcribed ; and hence we 
may judge of the extraordinary vir¬ 
tues formerly attributed to this fait, 
under the names of fal antihyjlcri- 
cunt) antihyp ochondrikcum, febrifu- 
gum , digefiivum Sylvii , &c. 

The caput mortuum of the vola¬ 
tile fait, where chalk is employed \ 
as an intermedium, expofed to a 
moift air, runs 'into a pungent li¬ 
quor, which proves nearly the fame 
with a folution of chalk made di- 
re&ly in the marine acid. Jt is 
called by fome, oleum -erefa , oil of 
chalk. If calcined Ihells or other 
animal limes be mingled with fal 
ammoniac, a mafs will be obtained, 
which likewife runs in the air, and 
forms a liquor of the fame kind. 
This liquor has been the fecret of 
fome pretenders to a difiolvent of 
the calculus. 

SPIRIT US, SAL, et OLEUM 
FULIGINIS. 

Spirit , fait , and oil of wood foot, 
bond. 

Diftil foot after the fame manner as 
directed before for hartfliorn: 
but here more labour is required 
to render the fpirit and fait pure. 
The volatile fait and fpirit of 
foot are, when fufficiently purified, 
not different in quality from thofe 
of animal fubftances; though fome 


have, preferred them in nervous 
complaints, particularly in epilep¬ 
tic cafes. 

Volatile alkaline falts, and their 
folutionsi called fpitits, agree, in 
many refpedfs, with fixt alkalies 
and their folutions or eys; as in 
changing the colour of blue flowers 
to a green ; effervefeing with and 
neutralifing acids ; liquefying the 
animal juices, and corroding the 
flefhy parts, fo as, when applied to 
the ikin, and prevented from ex¬ 
haling by a proper covering, to a6t 
as cauflics ; and diffolving oils, and 
fulphur, though lefs readily than 
the fixed alkalies, on account, pro¬ 
bably, o-f their not being able to 
bear any confiderable heat, by 
which their activity might be pro¬ 
moted. Their principal difference 
from the other alkalies feems to 
confift in their volatility. They ex¬ 
hale or emit pungent vapours, in 
the coldeft ftate of the atmofphere; 
and by their ftimulating fmell they 
prove ferviceable in languors and 
faintings. Taken internally, they 
difcover a greater colliquating ns 
well as ftimulating power ; the 
blood drawn from a vein, after their 
ufe has been continued for fome 
time, being found to be remarkably 
more fluid than before. They are 
likewife more difpofed to operate 
by perfpiration, and to a£t on the 
nervous fyftem. They are particu¬ 
larly ufeful in lethargic cafes ; i [1 
hyflerical and hypochondriacal dif- 
orders, and in the languors, head- 
achs, inflations of the ftomach, fla¬ 
tulent colics, and other fymptoms 
which attend them. They are ge¬ 
nerally found more ferviceable to 
aged perfons, and in phlegmatic 
habits, than in the oppofite circum- 
ftances. In fome fevers, particu¬ 
larly thofe of the low kind, ac¬ 
companied with a cough, hoarfe* 
nefs, redundance of phlegm, and 
fizinefs of the blood, they are of 
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j u j at "Utility j liquefying the vifcid 
c -. Ces > railing the vis vitae, and ex- 
$^ ln 8 a falutary diaphorefis; but 
lv i P ut nd fevers, fcurvies, and 
t «*er the mafs of blood be thin 
a a crimonious, they do harm. 
{ p are more powerful than the 
a nd ^ ts ' n liquefying hzy blood 
vj tenacious humours, fo they 
^fe V ? utore hurtful, where the fluid's 
In a read y in a colliquated flate. 
th > aI intermittents, particularly 
the K t ^ le dow kind, and w l iere 

ofr ° Ood i s denfe or fizv, they are 
the moil efficacious remedy, 
tjj ‘ ■itfetobferves, in hisEflay on 
3 r j;. e dical Conftitution of Great 
0c tli n, that, though many cafes 
nie C : Ir which will yield to no other 
t^ine than the bark, he has 
' v, th many that were only fup- 
b a , ed from time to time by the 
h v were completely cured 

MU aline fpi r its : that thefe fpirits 
te nt °^ ten carry off vernal intermit- 
a tio S ’ w ithout any previous evacu- 
tri 0 > n ’ ^ ut that they are generally 
trijr e , e tf e <ffual, if a purge be pre- 
rn a . 1 » a nd in plethoric or infiam- 


tilltaken in a liquid form, largely 
VM,, > or in that of a bolus, 
it j, n fliould be made up only as 
gr a ; n ' ,Vantec l. The dofe is from a 
dr 0 r ,° r two to ten or twelve. Ten 
t, r ' t s nf a well-made fpirit, or fa- 
C011* • ^ 0 l ut i on » are reckoned to 
la j^' n shout a grain of the fait, 
th-ops^ittents, fifteen or twenty 
tea o! ° 4 tllle fpirit are given in a 
‘ ! P full of cold fpring water, 
e ScK^P ea ted five or fix times in 

^ntermiflion. 

Pure,j e f - V °l a tile falts and fpirits pre¬ 
tty l0rn different animal fub- 
t>l e f es have been fuppofed capa- 
Producing different effects 
. tci Ve the human body, and to re- 
5 Pacific virtues from the fub- 
•tne fait of vipers has been 


/ cates, or where the tev 
- plates a remittent, venefedic 
n nefe faffs are moll comrooc 


n 


effeemed particularly ferviceable in 
the diforders occafioned by the bite 
of that animal; and a fait drawn 
from the human fcull, in difeafes of 
the head. But modern pradice ac¬ 
knowledges no inch different ef- 
feds from thefe preparations, and 
chemical experiments have fhotvn 
their identity. There is, indeed, 
when not Sufficiently purified, ‘a 
very perceptible difference in the 
fmell, tafte, degree of pungency* 
and volatility of thefe falts ; and in 
this ftate their medicinal virtues 
vary confiderably enough to deftrve 
notice; but this differehce they 
have in common, according as they 
are more or lefs loaded with oil, not 
as they are produced from this or 
that animal fubftance. As fir ft di- 
ffilled, they may be looked upon as 
a kind of volatile foap, in which 
the oil is the prevailing principle : 
in this (late, they have much lefs 
of the proper alkaline acrimony and 
pungency, than when they have 
undergone repeated diftillations, 
and fuch other operations as difen- 
gage the oil from the fait; for, by 
thefe means, they lofe their fapo- 
naceous quality, and acquiring 
greater degrees of acrimony, be¬ 
come medicines of a different clafs* 
Thefe preparations, therefore, do 
not differ near fo much from one 
another, as they do from themfelves 
in different dates of purity. To 
which may be added, that, when 
we confider them as loaded with 
oil, the virtues of a diftiiled animal 
oil itfelf are likewife to be brought 
into the account. 

Thefe oils, as firfl diftiiled, are 
highly fetid and offenfive,' of an 
extremely heating quality,- and of 
fuch aftivitv, that, according to 
Hoffman’s account, half a drop, 
dilfolved in a dram of fpirit of wine, 
is fufficient to raife a copious fweat. 
By repeated rectifications they lofe 
their offenfivenefs, and at the fame 
time become mild in their medici. 
& e 
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nal operation. The re&ified oils 
may be given to the quantity of 
twenty or thirty drops, and .are faid 
to be anodyne and antifpafmodic, 
to procure a calm fleep and gentle 
iweaf, without heating or ex agi¬ 
tating the body. It is obvious, 
therefore, that the falts and fpirits 
muft differ, not only according to 
the quantity of oil they contain, but 
according to the quality of the oil 
itfelf in its different dates. 

The volatile falts and fpirits, as 
firfl difrilled, are of a brown colour, 
and a very offenfive fmel'I. By re¬ 
peated rectification, as directed in 
the precedes above fetdown, they 
Jofe great part of the oil on which 
thefe qualities depend, the fait be¬ 
comes white, the fpirit limpid as 
water, and of a grateful odour; and 
this is the mark of fufficient rec¬ 
tification. 

It has been objected to the re¬ 
peated rectification of thefe prepa¬ 
rations, that, by fepafating the oil, 
it renders them fimilar to the pure 
fait and fpirit of fal ammoniac, 
which are procurable at an eafier 
rate. But this is by no means the 
cafe. The intention is not to pu¬ 
rify them wholly from the oil, but 
to feparate the grofler part, and to 
fubtilife the reft, fo as to biing it 
towards the fame ftate as when the 
oil is rectified by itfelf. I have re¬ 
peated the rectification of fpirit of 
hartfborn twenty times fucceflively, 
and found it ftill to participate of 
oil, but of an oil very different from 
what it was in the firft diltillation. 

The rectified oils, in long keep¬ 
ing, become again fetid. The falts 
and fpirits alfo, however carefully 
rectified, fuffer, in length of time, 
the fame change, refuming their 
original brown colour and illfmell; 
a proof that the rectification is far 
from having diverted them of oik 
AQUA AMMONITE CAUSTI¬ 
CS 1 
vufy 


Spiritus salts Ammoniaci CUM 
Calce viva. 


Take of 

Sal ammoniac, fixteen ounces ; 
Quicklime, frefh burnt, two 
ounces ; 

Water, fix pints. 

Add, to one pound of water put in¬ 
to an iron or ftone-ware veffek 
the quicklime beat, and cover 
the veffel for twenty-four hours, 
till the lime falls into a fine pow¬ 
der, which put into a retort; to 
this add the fal ammoniac- dif- 
folved in five pints of water; the 
month of the retort being clofed, 
fhake them well together, fo that 
they may be properly mixed* 
Laftly, let the diftillation be per¬ 
formed with a very gentle heat, 
fo that the operator's hand can 
eafiiy bear the heat of the retort 
when he touches it, and the fpi' 
rit pafs into a refrigerated re¬ 
ceiver, until twenty ounces fliall 
have been diftiiled. 

In this diftillation the veffels arc 
to be lb luted together, as to prevent 
the efcape of the moft fubtile va¬ 
pours l and before the retort ha? 
cooled, let the veffels be Separated, 
and the liquor prmr-ed'out. 

AQUA AMMONITE PUR A; 

forth erh 

Spiritus salis Ammoniaci cu^ 

CALCE. 

IVatcr of pure Ammonia. 

Lond. 


Take of 

Sal ammoniac, one pound ; 
Quicklime, one pound and a hah > 
Water, one gallon. 

Add to the lime two pints of 

fal 
oi 


water, and let them fraud togf' 


ther an hour, then add the 
ammoniac and the fix pints 
water boiling hot, and irnmed 
atelv cover the veffel. Pour 
the liquor when cold, and di 1£ 
with a flow fire one pint. 

The effect of the quicklime 0 
the fal ammoniac’ is very dhU J ' en 
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h'om that of the chalk and fixt al- 
in the foregoing pfocefs. Im¬ 
mediately on mixture, a very pe¬ 
netrating vapour exhales ; and, in 
•.filiation, the whole of the vola- 
*de fait arifes in a liquid form ; no 
P ar t of it appearing in a concrete 
*tate, how gently foever the liquor 
re-diftilled. This fpirit is far 
m°re pungent than the other, both 
m fmell and taile ; and, like fixt al- 
kalies rendered cauitic by the fame 
intermedium, it raifes no dfervef- 
Ce nce on the admixture of acids. 

The reafoning on this procefs is 
daftly the fame as that on the 
a iua lixivia caufica r-, with regard 
to the mode bv which the alkali 
flumes its cauftic form. 

. This fpirit is held too acrimo- 
lllQ us for internal life, and has 
lle refore been chiefly employed for 
ladling to in faint ings, &c. though, 
u ; he n properly diluted, it may be 
§ iV en inwardly with fafety. It is 
? >n excellent menftruum for fome 
y e getable fubfiances, as Peruvian 
a, "k> from which the other fpirit 
^drafts little. It is alfo mofl con- 
^nient for rendei ing oils mifcible 
' Va ter, as in oily mixtures. 
n°me have mixed a quantity of 

.1 rt* • \ r • . ft r 


th 


•s with the officinal foirits both of 


i'al 

ammoniac and of hartfhorn, 
m^h thus become more pungent, 


fo as to bear an addition of a con- 
fiderable quantity of water, without 
anv danger of difeovery from the 
taile or finell. This abufe would 
be prevented, if what has been for¬ 
merly laid down as a mark of the 
ftrength of thefe fpirits (fome of 
the volatile fait remaining undif- 
fol ved In them) were complied with. 
It may be detected by adding to a 
little of the fufpefted fpirit about 
one-fourth its quantity or more of 
re&ified fpirit of wine ; which, if 
the volatile fpirit be genuine, will 
precipitate a part of its volatile, fait, 
but occafions no vifible reparation 
or change in the cauftic fpirit, or in 
thofe which are fophifticated with it. 

Others have fubftituted for the 
fpirit of fal ammoniac, a folution 
of crude fal ammoniac and fixt al¬ 
kaline fait mixed together. This 
mixture depofits a faline matter on 
the addition of fpirit of wine, like 
the genuine fpirit ; from which 
however it may be diftinguifhed, 
as the fait, thus feparated, is not a 
volatile alkaline, but a fixt neutral 
fait. The abufe may be more readily 
dcteEled by a drop or two of folu¬ 
tion of filver made in aqua-fortis ; 
which will produce no change in 
the appearance of the true fpirit, 
but will render the counterfeit tur¬ 
bid and milky. 


SECT. III. 

0 Mb in at ion of Alkalies with Oils and inflamma¬ 
ble Spirits. 


s APO AMYGDALINUS. 

r Almond foap. 

AjcxE any quantity of frefli- 
th .^ ra . Wn oil of almonds, and 
,1Ge its quantity by meafure of 
e a i Ua lixivia caujlica . Digeft 


them together in fuch a heat, 
that they may but juft boil or 
fimraer, and in a few hours they 
will unite; after which, the li¬ 
quor in boiling will foon become 
ropy, and in good meafure tranf- 
E e 1 
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parent: a little of it fuffered to 
cool will appear like jelly. 
When this happens, throw in by 
little and little fome common 
fait, till the boiling liquor lofes 
its ropinefs; and continue the 
codlion, till, on receiving fome 
drops on a tile, the foap is found 
to coagulate, and the water freely 
feparates from it. The fire being 
then removed, the foap will gra- 
dually rife to the furface of the 
liquor. Take it off before it 
grows cold, and put it into a 
wooden mould or frame, which 
has a cloth for its bottom): after¬ 
wards take out the foap, and fet 
it by till fufficiently dried. 

After the fame manner, a foap may 
likewife be made with oil of 
olives; but the pureft oil mult be 
tifed, that the foap may be as lit¬ 
tle ungrateful as pofiible either to 
v the palate or ftomach. 

This procefs is fo fully defcribed, 
as to render any further dire&ions 
unneceflafy. The general virtues 
of foaps have been already deliver¬ 
ed. (See Sapo, Materia Medica.) 
That prepared after this manner is 
not different in quality from the 
hard fort before mentioned. The 
flrength of foaps varies confider- 
ably with their age, and the manner 
in which they have been kept. Frefh 
foap, though apparently of a good 
eonfiftence, lofes, upon being tho¬ 
roughly dried, near one-third of its 
weight; the whole of which lofs is 
mere water; a circumftance to be 
v .particularly attended to in the ex¬ 
hibition of this medicine. 

Soap is decompounded by all 
acids ; 'and hence it does not lather 
with waters that contain any acid 
unneutralifed. In pure wafer, it 
difiblves into a milky liquor, which, 
on dropping in fome oil of vitriol, 
forms a kind of coagulum. On 
adding more of the acid, the liquor 
becomes clear, the oil of the foap 
rifes to the furface, its alkali uniting 


with the acid, and forming falinc 
concretions at the bottom. The 
oil, carefully collected, proves re¬ 
markably purer than when it firft 
entered the compofition of the 
foap ; and, like the efiential oils of 
vegetables, difiblves in fpirit of 
wine: it may pofiiblybe applicable 
to fome ufeful purpofes, as it feems 
to be freed from its grofler matter? 
extremely pure, and is void of the 
pungency of efiential oils. 

It follows from the above expert' 
ments, that no kind of acid oug ht 
to be ufed along with foap ; all 
acids abforbing the alkaline fait of 
the foap from the oil. NeutraI- 
salts have not this effect, their 
acid being already fatiated with an 
alkali: but falts compofed of a* 1 
acid and an earthy or metallic body? 
as the purging bitter fait, vitriol, & c » 
decompound the foap equally with . 
pure acids 5 acids quitting an earth 
or metal, to unite with an alkali 
brought in contact with them. 

Soap difiblves likewife, but ^ < 

fmall quantity, in pure fpirit 
wine : it is obfervabie of this fob 1 ' 
tion, that, if expofed to a degree oi 
cold a very little greater than th^ £ 
in which water begins to freeze, , 
congeals into a folid pellucid mate* , 

The menflruum which difiol ve ^ 1 
foap moft perfe&ly, and in greatly 
quantity, is a pure proof fp' rir ' 

The common proof fpirits have 3 
flight acidity, not indeed difi ! ‘^ 
gui(liable by the tafee or by 
ufual ways of trial, but fufiicient to 
give fomewhat of a milky hu e 
fol.utions of foap njade in th-e^' 
This may he corrected by the ad<y 
tion of a little alkaline fait. 

Geoffroy obferves, in the Mem° ir ’ 
of the French Academy, that nyE* 
ty-eight parts of good proof fp ir ^j: 
with the addition of one p art g 
fait of kali, will diffolve ten P%jy 
of good hard foap into a pe r ^ e . ^ 
limpid liquor. The comrrion a ^ 
line falts, as that of tartar, am' 1 
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^ually in this refpe£l*with foda ; 

ut the latter, being much lefsacri- 
l ^° n ious, feems preferable, where 
. e folution is intended for medi- 
c iiial ufe. 

This facility of the decompoli- 
] ° n of foap by acids, renders it an 
u ‘ e ‘Ul criterion of low degrees, of 
^neutralized acidity in waters, &c. 
■*-ne limpid folution of foap in 
pi*oof fpirit, dropt into any liquor 
that contains either a pure acid, or 

* felt compofed of an acid, with an 
faith or metal, renders the liquor 
^mediately milky, more or lefs, 
J n proportion to the quantities with 

* ‘ich it is impregnated. 

Sapo Purjficatus. 

- Purified foap. 

* Ic e one pound of dry, hard, Ge- 
n oa, Alicant, or any other oil- 
f°ap, into a Clean pewter veflel, 
a nd pour upon it two gallons of 
feftitied fpirit of wine. Place 
the veiTel in a water-bath, and 
a Pply fuch a degree of heat as 
may make the fpirit boil, when 
lt: will foon difiolve the foap. 
Let the veifel (land clofe covered, 
ln a warm place, till the liquor 
grow perfectly clear ; if any 
°ily matter fwim upon the fur- 
tace, carefully take it off. Then 
decant the limpid liquor from 
the feces, and diftil off from it 
ml the fpirit that will arife in 
the heat of a water-bath. Ex- 
P°fe the remainder to a dry air 
-°r a few days, and it will be¬ 
come a white, opaque, and fome- 
^hat friable mafs. Pratt. Chem. 
boap thus purified has little or 
0 fmell, and proves, upon exa- 
1 ’Nation, not in any degree acri- 
10 nious, but quite mild and foft, 
. Co '-ifequently well fitted for me- 
i ic uial purpofes. 

Sapo Tartareus. 
q-, Soap of tartar. 

aKC any quantity of fait of tar- 
tar, very well calcined, and re¬ 
duced into powder w hi 1 ft hot. 


Immediately pour upon it, in a 
broad glafs veifel, twice its quan¬ 
tity of oil of turpentine, and 
let them Hand together in a cel¬ 
lar for fome weeks, till the oil 
has penetrated the fait: then 
add more oil by degrees, till the 
fait has abforbed thrice its own 
quantity, and both appear united 
into a foap, which, if the matter 
be every clay ftirred, will happen 
in a month or two. The effe£t 
fucceeds fooner, if the contain¬ 
ing veifel be fixed to the fail of 
a windmill, or any other ma¬ 
chine that turns round with great 
velocity. 

This tedious procefs, which is 
taken from a former edirion of the 
Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia, might 
be Unfilled in a very little time, by 
duly attending to a circumftance 
which our chemifts, and the phar¬ 
maceutical writers, have in general 
overlooked ; and which nr.ny have 
fuppofed to be a means even of 
preventing fuccefs. If the oil be 
pouted upon the pulverized fait 
whilft very hot, they will imme¬ 
diately unite, with a hilling noife; 
and, by rubbing for a few minutes 
in a hot mortar, form a truly fapo-» 
naceous mafs, the medicine here 
intended. If the fait be fullered to 
grow cold before the addition of 
the oil, it is fcarce poffible to unite 
them, as the committee of the Lon¬ 
don college obferves, without the 
addition of a little water, which in 
this cafe promotes the effeeff. The 
regular, uniform motion above re¬ 
commended, does not anfwer fo 
well as agitation, or rubbing in a 
mortar; the different degrees of 
centrifugal force which the oil and 
fait acquire, when moved circularly, 
tending to keep them apart. The 
fait does not retain fo much of the 
oil as might be expedited; far the 
greater part of this volatile fluid 
being diffipated in the procefs. 
Mr. Bautr.e relates, in his Manuel 
Ee 3 
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de Chemi'e , that experiments have 
convinced him the foap confifts of 
only the refmous part of the oil 
united with the alkali; that the 
more fluid and well redtified the 
oil is, the lefs foap is obtained ; 
and that, by adding a little turpen¬ 
tine in fubftance to the mixture, 
the preparation is conflderably ac¬ 
celerated. 

This medicine has been greatly 
celebrated as a diuretic , in nephri¬ 
tic complaints , and as a corretlor of 
certain vegetable fubjlances , particu~ 
larly opium ; it was for fome time a 
great 1'ecret in the hands of its firfl: 
preparer, Starkey, under the names 
of philofophic foap, the vegetable 
corredlor, &c. Its virtues, how¬ 
ever, have not been fufficiently 
warranted by experience; nor does 
the prefent practice pay any regard 
to it. Accordingly both the Lon¬ 
don and Edinburgh colleges have 
rejedted it at a late reformation of 
their pharmacopoeias* 

LOTIO SAJPONACEA. 

Saponaceous lotion. 

Loud. / 

Take of 

Damafk rofe water, three quar¬ 
ters of a pint; 

Gil olive, one quarter of a pint ; 

Water of kali, half an ounce by 
meafure. 

Grind the water of kali and the oil 

together, until they unite; then 

gradually add the rofe water. 

This is deligned for external ufe, 
as a detergent wafli ; and, like 
other foapv liquors, anfwers this 
purpofe very effectually. Where it 
is required to be more deterfive, it 
may be occafionally rendered fo, by 
the addition of a fmall quantity of 
a folution of anv fixt alkaline lalt. 
LIN AMENTUM SAPONIS 
COMPOSITUM; 

formerly 

Ljnimentum Saponaceum. 

Compoundfoap liniment, 

Louf 


Take of 

Spirit of rofemary, one pint; 
Hard Spanifli foap, three ounces; 
Camphor, one ounce. 

Digeft the foap in the fpirit of 
rofemary, until it is ditfblved 5 
then add the camphor. 
L 1 NIMENTUM SAPONA¬ 
CEUM ; 

formerly 

Balsamum Saponaceum, vulgo 
’I Oppodeldoch. 

Soap Liniment, 

Ldinb, 

Take of 

Spanifh foap four ounces; 
Camphor, two ounces; 

EfTential oil of Rofemary, half 
an ounce; 

Reftified fpirit of wine, two 
pints. 

Digefl the foap in the fpirit of wind? 
with a gentle heat, till it be dif* 
folved ; then add the camphor 
and the oils, and {hake the whole 
well together, that they may b<? 
perfectly mixed. 

Thefe compofitions alfo are eiu- 
ployed chiefly, for external pu r ' 

poles, againft rheumatic pains fprainh 
bruifes , and other like -complaints. 
Soap a£ls to much better advan* 
tage, when thus applied in a h' 
quid form, than in the folid on e 
of a plafter. 

LINIMENTUM OPIATUM; 

formerly 

BALSAMUM ANODYNUM, 
•vulgo BATE AN UM. 
Opiated Liniment. 
Ldinb, 

Take of 

White foap, four ounces; 

Crude opium, an ounce ; 
Camphor, two ounces; 

EfTential oil of rofemary, 
an ounce; 

Resided fpirit of wine, 
pints. j 

Digefl: the fpirit with the foap 
opium, in a gentle fan{J-h f ‘j 
for three days - then {train Ll1 "' 
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liquor, add to it the camphor 
and effential oil, and fliake the 
"'hole well together. 

This compofition is greatly com¬ 
mended for allaying pains, and is 
laid to have been iometimes ufed 
T'th benefit even in the gout ; a 
c Ioth dipt in it being laid on the 
part. It is Iometimes hkewife di- 
re £fed to be taken inwardly, in the 
* d, ne diforder, as alio in nervous 
c °Vcs , jaundices, &c. from twenty 
fifty drops or moie; though 
Purely^ in gouty cafes, the ufe of 
°piate medicines requires great cau¬ 
tion. One grain of opium is con¬ 
tained in about ninety drops of 
the baifam. 

LINIMENTUM AM MO NE'E ; 

formerly 

LINIMENTUM volatile, 

Liniment of Ammonia. 

Load- 

Take of 

Oiive oil, one ounce and a half; 
. Water of ammonia, half an 
ounce. 

Cork the phial, and fliake them 
together. 

The ftronger liniment of ammo¬ 
nia of the London Pharmacopoeia 
Is made by adding water of ammo¬ 
nia and olive oil, of each half an 
°Unce, to the foregoing quantities. 

oleum ammoniatum ; 

<vulgo 

TlNIMENTUAi VOLATILE. 


Ammoniatcd oil. 

Ed hi. 

Take of 

Olive oil, two ounces; 

Water of cauftic ammonia, two 
~ dram.s; 

Mix them, fo that they may per¬ 
fectly unite. 

HPITI-IEMA VOLATILE. 

^ Volatile epithem. 

Take of 

V enice or common turpentine, 
Water of ammonia,—ea<*h equal 
Weights, 


Stir the turpentine in a, mortar, 
gradually dropping in the fpirit, 
until they unite into a white 
mafs. 

The three foregoing are very 
acrid, ftimulating compofitions,and 
are principally applied agaitiftrbeu- ■ 
mafic and if hiadicpains, d he epi¬ 
them was formerly made of a fuller 
confidence, and more adhefive, by 
an addition of tacamahaca, which 
is herejudicioufly omitted, finceit 
prevented the application from be¬ 
ing fo expeditioufly got off from 
the part, ‘as its great irritating 
power made Iometimes neceflarv. 

SPIR 1 TUS ammonia: ;' 

fo rmn ly 

SPIRITUS SALTS AMMONI¬ 
AC l DULC.IS, 

Spirit of ammonia. 

‘ L. E. 

Take fix ounces of pqt-afh, four 
ounces of fal ammoniac, and 
three pints of proof fpirit of 
wine. Diftil off, with a gentle 
heat, a pint and a half. 

The Edinburgh College orders 
four pounds of proof fpirit to the 
fame quantity of the above ingre¬ 
dients, and draw off two pounds.: 
this, by the late Pharmacopoeia of 
that college, was named Sphitus 

falls ammoniaci vinofus. 

This fpirit has come much into 
efleem, both as a medicine and a 
menftriuim. It is a folution.of vo¬ 
latile fait in rectified fpirit or wine ; 
for though proof fpirit be made ufe 
of, its phlegmatic part docs not 
arife in the cii{filiation, and ferves 
only to facilitate the aClion of the 
pure fpirit upon the ammoniapal 
fait. ReClified fpirit of wine does 
not diffolve volatile alkaline falts by 
fimple mixture : on the contrary, it 
precipitates them, as has been al¬ 
ready obferved, when they are pre¬ 
viously diffolyed in water: but by 
the prefent procefs a confiderable 
proportion of the volatile alkali is 
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combined with the fpirit, It might 
perhaps, for fome purpofes, be 
more advifable, to life in this in¬ 
tention the volatile fpirit made with 
quicklime: for this may be mixed 
at once with rectified fpirit of wine, 
in any proportions, without the 
leaft danger of any feparation of 
the volatile alkali. 

SPIRITUS AMMONLE, FCETI- 
DUS; 

formerly 

SPIRITUS VOLATILIS FCE- 
TIDUS. 

Fetidfpd'it of ammonia . 

Land. 

Take of 

Pot-afh, a pound and a half; 
Sal ammoniac, one pound ; 
Afafcetida, four ounces; 

Proof fpirit of wine, fix pints. 
Draw off, with a gentle heat, five 
pints. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Spirit of ammonias, eight ounces; 
Afafcetida, half an ounce. 

Digeft in a clofe veffel for twelve 
hours, and, with a water bath, 
diflil eight ounces. 

Thtfe are defigned as antibjleria , 
and are undoubtedly very elegant 
ones* Volatile fpirits, impregnated 
for Ibefe purpofes with different 
fetids, have been ufually kept in 
the lliops. The ingredient here 
made choice of is the beft calcu¬ 
lated of any for general ufe, and 
equivalent in virtue to them all. 
The fpirit is pale when newly di- 
fiilled, but acquires a confiderable 
tinge in keeping. 

SPIRITUS AMMONIT, CQM- 
POSITUS. L. 

formerly 

SpiTITUS VoLATILIS AROMA- 
TICUS. 

Compound Spirit of Ammpnia. 
Lond. 

Take of 

Effence of lemcns, 


Effential oil of cloves,—each tw® 
drams ; 

Spirit of ammonia, one quart. 
Mix them. 

SPIRITUS AMMONLE ARO- 
MATICUS; 

vulgo 

SPIRITUS VOLATILIS OLEO- 
SUS, vulva SALINUS 
AROMATICUS. 

Volatile oily fpirit , commonly called 
faline aromatic fpirit . 

Edinb . 

Take of 

Dulcified fpirit of fal ammoniac? 
eight ounces ; 

Effential oil of rofemary, one 
dram and a half; 

Effence of lemon-peel one dram* 
Mix, that the oils may be dif' 
folved. > 

Volatile falts, thus united with 
aromatics, are net only more agree¬ 
able in flavour, but likewife more 
acceptable to the ftotnach, and 
lefs acrimonious, than in their po re 
ffate. Both the foregoing com- 
pofitions turn out excellent ones? 
provided the oils be good. The dole 
is from fix drops to fixty or more. 
Spiritus Volatilis AromaTI' 

CUS EXTEMi’ORANEUS. 
Extemporaneous volatile arometi'^ 

Take of 

Dulcified fpirit of fal ammoniac? 
one pint; 

Effential oil of Jamaica pepp el ’ 
two drams. .< 

Mix them together, that the 01 
may be diffolved. 

Qr, 

Take of 

Spirit of wine, highly 
Spirit of fal ammoniac,—- enC ‘ 
half a pint; 

Effential ,o>l of Jamaica pepp er * 
two drams. 

DiJolve the oil in the fpirit of 
and mix this folution with 
_ fpirit of fal ammoniac : a W* 11 
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coagulum will he immediately 
formed, which, in a warm place, 
foon refolves into a tranfparent 
liquor, depofiting a quantity of a 
volatile oiiy fait. 

By either of thefe methods, a 
volatile oily fpirit may be made 
occafionally, and adapted, at plea- 
lure, to particular purpofes, by 
chufing an elTential oil proper for 
the intention. Thus in hyjlerical 
<lifordcrs , where the uterine purga¬ 
tions are deficient , a preparation of 
this kind made with the oils of 
J'ue, favin, penny-royal, or iimi- 
tar plants, proves an ufeful reme¬ 
dy :—for voeaknefs of the Jlotnach , 
oil of mint may be taken ;—where 
« cephalic is required , oil of marjo- 
ram, lavender, or rofemary;—in 
coldnefs and paintings, oil ofeinna- 
mon \—in cafes : of flatulencies , the 
oils of anifeeds and fweet fennel 
feeds. Thefe lad greatly cover 
the pungency of the volatile fpirit, 
and render it fuppoftable to the 
palate. The fpirits thus made by 
hniple mixture, are no wife infe¬ 
rior, in medici: al efficacy, to thofe 
prepared bv diftillation, though the 
tinge, which they receive from the 
oil, may render them to fome per¬ 
sons lefs lightly. 
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Spiritus volatilis succina- 

TUS. 

Succinated volatile fpirit. 

Take of . 

Rectified oil of amber, one feru- 
pie by weight; 

Alcohol, one ounce; 

Water of pure ammonia, four 
ounces; \ 

Soap, ten grains. 

Digeft the foap and oil of amber 
in the alcohol, until they are 
diflolved; then add the water of 
pure ammonia, and mix them by 
ilia king. 

This compofition is extremely 
penetrating, and has come into 
efteem, particularly for fuelling 
to in lowneffcs and fainttugs, un¬ 
der the name of Eau de luce; 
and alfogiven foinetimes internally 
as a powerful ftimulant and dia¬ 
phoretic, to adults, from fifteen 
drops to fixty, on the fuddetl fub- 
fiding of exanthemata, and reced¬ 
ing of arthritic appearances from 
the extremities. It is not quite 
limpid, for the oil of amber dif- 
folves only imperfedfly in the fpi¬ 
rit. If the volatile fpirit be not 
exceedingly ftrong, fcarcely any of 
the oil will be imbibed. 


Acid Spirits . 


SECT. IV. 

Acid Spirits. 


ACIDUM VITRIOLICUM ; 

Kiiriolic acid. 

Called formerly 

SPIRITUS ET OLEUM VI- 
TRIOLI. 

T HIS acid was formerly obtain¬ 
ed by diftillation from vitriol 
iron ; but is now produced by 
c °tnbuftion of fulphur. In this 


operation there are three condi¬ 
tions requisite. 

Vital air muft be prefent to 
maintain the combtiftion ; t ' te vef- 
fcl muft be clofe to prevent the 
efcape of the volatile matter which 
rifes; and water muft be prefent 
to imbibe it. 

For thefe purpofes t e.Tmrc 
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with eight parts of fulphur with 
one of nitre is placed in a proper 
veflel, inclofed within a chamber 
of confiderable iize, lined on all 
fioes w'ith lead, and covered at 
bottom with a fhallow lira turn of 
water. The mixture being fet on 
fire, and (hut up, will burn for a 
confiderable time, by virtue of the 
jfupply of vital air which nitre 
gives out when heated; and the 
water, imbibing the fulphureous 
vapours, becomes gradually more 
and more acid, after repeated corn* 
bullions, and the acid is afterwards 
concentrated by diilillation. 

Pure vitriolic acid is colourlefs, 
and emits no fumes. Its fpecific 
gravity to that of water is, as 
i8$o to rooo. It ftrongly at¬ 
tracts waiter, which it imbibes from 
the atmofphere very rapidly, and 
in large quantities, if fuffered to 
remain in an open veflel, If it 
be mixed with water it produces 
an inflantaneous heat, nearly 
equal to that of ebullition. Its 
adlion upon all earths, except the 
filicious; upon alkaline falts ; 
■upon many metals; and almoft 
every other combultible fubitance 
is very ftrong; and in fine pof- 
fefles the general properties of 
acids in an eminent degree. 

Vitriolic acid is ufed exter¬ 
nally, in the.itch, and other erup¬ 
tions, alfo as an irritant, and ru¬ 
befacient in local paljy , and rheu- 
matifm , in form of an unguent, 
by adding to any mild ointment 
one eighth part of the acid. In¬ 
ternally it has been propofcd 
as a folvent for the human calculus, 
diluted With water; becaufe on 
that fubflance it lliows confider¬ 
able aftion out of the body. It is 
much ufed in morbid acidity, re¬ 
laxation, and w eakncfs of 'the Jlo- 
mach, not only an account of its 
checking fermentation ; but as it 
poffcfles tonic and af ringent pow¬ 


ers. Its effects are propagated over 
the fyflem, hence it is recom¬ 
mended as very efficacious in 
pafive haemorrhages, gleets, and fe¬ 
vers of the typhous kind. It is like- 
wife adminiltered internally in the 
itch, and other chronical eruptions ; 
and when given to nurfes, is faid 
to cure both themfelves and their 
children. With ardent fpirits, al¬ 
kaline falts, and different metallic 
fubftances, &c. it forms a variety 
of medicinal compofitions, of 
W’hich we fliail have occafion to 
treat in the fucceediug part of this 
work. 

ACIDUM V1TREOLICUM 
DILUTUM V ; 

formerly 

SPIRITUS VITRIOLI 
TENUIS. 

Diluted vitriolic acid. 

Loud. 

Take of 

Vitriolic acid, one ounce by 
weight; 

Diftilled water, eight ounces 
by weight. 

Mix them by degrees, 

In the Edinburgh Pharmaco¬ 
poeia, one part of the vitriolic acid 
is ordered to be mixed with feven 
of water. 

This is inferted by the London 
college as being fuppofed capable 
of anfwering every lalutary advan¬ 
tage expe&ed from the elixir vi- 
trioli acidum, which is therefore 
rejected from their Difpenfatory, 
though it is retained by the Edin¬ 
burgh under the following title : 

ACIDUM VITRIOLI ARO¬ 
MATIC UM. 

Aromatic acid of vitriol, 

Edinb . 

Take of 

Rectified fpirit of wine, tw° 
pounds; 

Vitriolic acid, fix ounces. 

Drop the acid into the fpirit gra¬ 
dually ; digeft the mixture with 
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a very gentle heat in a vefiel 
clofe covered, for three days ; 
then add 

Cinnamon, one ounce and a 
half; 

Ginger, one ounce. 

Let thefe be again digefted, in a 
clofe vefiel, tor fix days; then 
filter through paper put within 
a glafs funnel. 

ACIDUM NITROSUM; 

fo r mi rly 

SPIRITUS NITR1 CLAUSERI. 

Nitrous field* 

Loud. 

Lake of 

Purified nitre, fixty ounces; 
Vitriolic acid, by weight, twen¬ 
ty-nine ounces. 

The fpecific gravity of this is to 
the weight of water as 1550 to 
1000. 

Mix and di'ftil them cautjoufly and 
gradually together, under a 
chimney ; and then diftil, at 
firfi: with a gentle, and after¬ 
wards with a itronger heat. 
Edinh. 

Ptit two pounds of nitre into a 
glafs retort; and add by degrees 
one pound of vitriolic acid, 
diftil in a fand heat, gradually 
increafed, till the iron fand-pot 
becomes of a dull red colour. 
If the acid and nitre are mixed 
in this way, the mixture fhould 
be made under a chimney, that 
the operator may avoid the red 
corrolive fumes which rife very 
Copioufly, and are extremely 
pernicious. The vapours fepa- 
rated during the mixing of the 
nitrous acid and water, are the 
permanently elaftic fluid, called 
citrous add air , which is delete- 
r: °us to animal life. 

In this procefs, the vitriolic acid 
pxpeis that of the nitre, in red cor- 
4olive vapours. A pound of vi¬ 
triolic acid is fufficient to expel all 
acid holm about two pounds 


4?7 

of nitrous nitre, not from more. 
Some diredt equal parts of the 
two. The acid, in either cafe, is 
in quality the fame ; the difference 
in this refpedt afPeffing only the 
refiduum. When two parts of 
nitre are taken to one of vitriolic 
acid, the remaining alkaline bafis 
oi the nitre is completely faturated 
with the vitriolic acid, and the re- 
fult is a neutral fait, the fame with 
vitriolated tartar . If more nitre be 
ufed, a part of the nitre in fub- 
fiance will remain blended with 
tilis vitriolated fait : if lefs nitre, it 
cannot afford alkali enough to fa- 
turate the vitriolic acid, aiuftthe 
refiduum will be not a neutral fair, 
but a very acid one. In this laft 
cafe there is one convenience; the 
acid fait being readily diflbluble in 
water, fo as to be got out without 
breaking the retort, which the 
others are not. 

The acid of nitre is next in 
firength to the vitriolic, and dif- 
lodgcs all but that from alkaline 
falts or earths. It differs from all 
the other acids in deflagrating ‘with 
inflammable matters. If a folutioil 
of any inflammable fubftance, as 
hartfhorn, &c. in this acid be fet 
to evaporate, as foon as the mat¬ 
ter approaches to drvnefs, a vio¬ 
lent detonation enfues. The chief 
ufe of this acid is as a menllruum 
for certain miner ds, and as the 
bafis of fome particular prepara¬ 
tions. It has been given likewife, 
diluted with any convenient vehi¬ 
cle, as a diuretic , from ten to fifty- 
drops. 

ACIDUM NITROSUM 
DILUTUM. 

Dilute nitrous acid. 

L. E. 

Take of 

Nitrous acid, 

Water, or diflilled water,-—each 
equal weights. 


Acid Spirits, 
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Mix them, but be careful to avoid 
the fumes. 

ACIDUM MURIATICUM; 

formerly 

SPIRITUS SALIS MARINI 
GLAUBERI. 

Muriatic acid. 

Lond. 

Take of, 

Dried fea fait, ten pounds ; 
Vitriolic acid, fix pounds ; 
Water, five pounds. 

Mix the vitriolic acid with the wa- 
' ter, and add by degrees the mix¬ 
ture to the fait; then diftil. 

The fpecific gravity of this is to 
that of diftilled water as nyo to 

IOOO. 

Edinh. 

Take of 

Sea fait, two pounds; 

Vitriolic acid, 

Water,—of each one pound. 
Firft let the fea fait be put into a 
pot, and brought to a led heat 
by fire, that the oily folder may 
be deftroyed ; then place it in a 
retort. Mix the acid with the 
water, and after the mixture has 
become cold, pour it upon the 
fea fait. Laftly diftil, from a 
land-bath, with a moderate fire, 
fo long as any acid comes over. 
The mixture fhoukl be put to 
the fait under a chimney, as the 
muriatic acid, which immediately 
appears in the form of white 
fumes, ought to be avoided, be- 
caufe they are injurious. 

In this procefs the marine acid 
is difengaged from its faline balls 
by the vitriolic acid ; with which 
bafis the vitriolic acid itfelf unites, 
and forms the natron vitriolatum. 

The muriatic acid arifes, not in 
red fumes like the nitrous, but in 
white ones. The addition of wa¬ 
ter is more neceflary here than in 
the foregoing procefs; the mu¬ 
riatic vapours being fo volatile, as 
fcarce to condenfe without fome 
adventitious humidity. The oil of 


vitriol is mod conveniently mixed 
with the water in an earthern or 
ftone-ware veffel: for urilefs the 
mixture be made very (lowly, it 
grows fo hot as to endanger break¬ 
ing a glafs one. 

The fpirit of fea. fait is the 
weakeft of the mineral acids, but 
ftronger than any of the vegetable. 
It requires a greater fire to diftil it 
than that of nitre, yet 1 is more 
readily diffipated by the aftion 'of 
the air. It is ufed chiefly as a 
menftruum for the making of other 
preparations. Sometimes likewife 
it is given, properly dilated, as an 
antiphlogijlic , aperient , and diuretic , 
from ten to fixty or feventy drops. 

In this place in the former Phar- 
macopceia fucceeded the different 
kinds of aqua fortis, which were 
nothing more than modes for pro¬ 
curing an impure nitrous acid, 
unfit for medicinal purpofes. It 
has therefore been thought pro¬ 
per, in imitation of the London 
and Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia, to 
fupply their places with the aci- 
dum nitrofum and acidum nitrofunt 
dilutum , which are truly the aqua 
fortis duplex; and tenuis, in 3 
rfiuch purer ilate, and better adapt¬ 
ed for any purpofes to which their 
application might be neceflary. 
ACIDUM ACETOSUM. 

Acetous acid. 

Lond . 

Take of 

Verdigreafe in coarfe powder? 
two pounds. 

Dry it perfectly by means of 3 
water-bath faturated with Ra 
fait ; then diltil it in a fand' 
bath; and afterwards re-dift*’ 1 
the liquor. 

Its fpecific gravity is to that cu 
diftilled water as 1050 to 1000. 

Though by this procefs, con- 
dufted with attention, it is allow* 
ed that the acid is acquired in f 5 
moft concentrated ftate, Hill it 55 
fuppofed by fome that it retains * 
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portion of verdigris; and hence its 
11 fe has in a great degree been pre¬ 
vented. The quantity, however, 
°f the verdigris, if any, is fo very 
ffiinute, that it cannot be at all 
injurious to animal life, and there¬ 
fore it is faid to be of little confe- 
quence, el’pecially as in the prepa¬ 
ration of other medicines, the cop¬ 
per may often be feparated by fu- 
perior chemical affinity. If though 
acetous acid be required perfectly 
pure, and without the lead: foreign 
admixture, it may be procured by 
di ftiiling it from the kali ace t a turn 
iqftead of verdigris. Or concen¬ 
trated vinegar may be acquired 
by freezing white wine vinegar in 
a wooden veiled in cold winter 
weather, and returning the fluid 
in the middle feparated from the 
ice; which may be confidered fuf- 
flcientlv ftrong if one dram of it 
be capable of faturating a fcruple 
of prepared kali. 

AQUA AERIS FIXI. 

Aerated water. 

Let fpring water be faturated with 
fixed air, or aerial acid, arifing 
from a folution of chalk in vi¬ 
triolic acid, or in any fimilar 
acid. Water may alfo be impreg¬ 
nated by this air aiifing from 
fermenting liquor. 

When this water is properly im¬ 
pregnated with the aerial acid, it 
has an agreeable quick acidulous 
tafle • which impregnation is ealily 
performed by a fimple apparatus 
contrived by Dr. Nooth, It has 
°f late been confidered as a medi¬ 
cine of great utility in all putrid 
cafes , taken internally, or a'dmi- 
niflered bv way of g1vfte.rs ; in 
worm cafes ; and in gravelly com¬ 
plaints ; alio in complaints of toe 
Jlomacb taken as common drink. 
In order to procure the aftion of 
hxed air upon the ffomach, fif¬ 
teen grains of the fixed vegetable 
°r mineral acid is difiolvcd in wa- 
. to', and drank immediately ; after 


which a fufficient quantity of ve¬ 
getable acid, or dilute vitriolic acid, 
mixed with water, as will neutralife 
the alkali, is taken immediately af¬ 
terwards ; hence a fermentation, 
takes place, the aerial acid is fet at 
liberty to produce its effect. In¬ 
deed, the Pyrmont, Seltzer, and 
fome of the waters are fuppofed to 
acquire their efficacy from the fixed 
air with which they are impreg¬ 
nated. 

If iron wires are fufpended in 
this water till the water is fully 
faturated vvith the metal, an arti¬ 
ficial chalybeate water is pro¬ 
duced ; and, indeed, fimple water, 
by the aififtance cf this aerial acid, 
becomes a menftruum for different 
metallic and earthy fubftance's; 
but then the water lofes' its pro¬ 
perties of aerated water, and parti¬ 
cipates of thofe which belong to 
the bafis with which it is unit¬ 
ed, forming different metallic or 
earthv falts in a dilute fate. 

ACETUM DISTILL ATUM. 

D filled vinegar. 

Lond. 

Take of 

• Vinegar, five pints; 

Diffil with a gentle heat iiji glafa 
veffek as long as the drops 
fall free from an empyreuma. 
If fome part of the fpint which 
comes over firft be thrown away, 
the reft will be the ftroitger. 

Ed mb. 

Put eight'pounds of the be ft vine¬ 
gar into a glafs veffcl. Let the 
two pounds which firft come 
over, be thrown away, as they 
contain too much water; the 
four pounds which next follow 
will be thediftilled vinegar, to be 
kept for ufe ; what remains is a 
ftrongeracid, but too much burnt 
with the fire, 

This procefs may be performed 
either in. a common ftil! with its 
head, or in a retort. The better 
kinds of wine vinegar fliould be 
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made ufe of: thofe prepared from 
malt liquors, however fine and clear 
they may feem to be, contain a 
large quantity of a vifcous fub- 
ftance, as appears from the flimi- 
nefs and ropinefs to which they 
are very much fubjedf; this not 
only hinders the acid parts from 
arifing freely, but likewife is apt to 
make the vinegar boil over into 
the recipient, and at the fame time 
difpofes it to receive a di (agree¬ 
able impreffion from the fire. And 
indeed, with the beft kind of vine¬ 
gar, if the diftillation be carried 
on to anv great length, it is ex¬ 
tremely difficult to avoid an em- 
pyreuma. The beft method of 
preventing this inconvenience is, 
if a retort be made ufe of, to place 
the fand ,but a little way up its 
lides, and when fomewfiat more 
than half the liquof is come over, 
to pour on the remainder a quan¬ 
tity of frefh vinegar, equal to that 
of the liquor drawn off. This 
may be repeated three or four 
times ; the vinegar fupplied at each 
time being previoufly made hot. 
The addition of cold liquor would 
not only prolong the operation^ 
but alfo endanger breaking the re¬ 
tort. If the common ^tili be em¬ 
ployed, it ftiould likewife be occa- 
lionally fupplied with frefh vine.- 
gar, in proportion as the ipirit 
runs off; and this continued, until 
the procefs can be conveniently 
carried no further. The diftilled 
fpirit muff be rectified by a fecond 
diftillation in a retort, or glafs 
alembic; for though the head 
and receiver be of giafs or flone- 
ware, the acid will contract a 


metallic taint from the pewter 
worm. 

The refiduum of this procefs is 
commonly thrown away as ufelefs, 
though, if fkilfully managed, it 
might be made to turn to good ac¬ 
count; the moft acid parts of the 
vinegar ftiil remaining in it. Mix¬ 
ed with about three times its 
weight of fine dry fand, and com¬ 
mitted to diftillation in a retort, 
with a well-regulated fire, it yields 
an exceeding ftrong acid fpirit ; 
together with an empyreumatic 
oil, which taints the fpirit with a 
difagreeable odour. This acid, is, 
neverthelefs, without any rectifica¬ 
tion, better for fome purpofes (as 
a little of it will go a great way) 
than the pure fpirit ; particularly 
for making the kali acetatum of 
the London Difpenfatorv; for 
there the oily matter, on which its 
ill flavour depends, is burnt out by 
the calcination. 

The fpirit of vinegar is a purer 
and {Longer acid than vinegar it- 
felf, with which it agrees in other 
refpedfs. The medical virtues of 
thefe liquors may be feen in the 
Materia Medica finderthe«ar- 
ticle A cktum. Their principal dif¬ 
ference from the mineral aci.ds-c.on- 
fifts in thjdr' being milder, lefs 'fti- 
mulating , lefs difpojed to afjerSl the 
kidneys , and promote the urinary fi~ 
crctiou nr to coagulate the animal 
juices. The matter, left after the 
diftillation in glafs veffels, though 
not ufed in medicine, would doubt- 
kfs prove a Serviceable detergent , 
Japonaceous acid; and in this light 
it Hands recommended bv Boer- 
haave. 
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SECT. V. 


Combination of Acid with Vinous Spirits. 


A LL the mineral acids, on be¬ 
ing mixed with fpirit of wine, 
r? dfe a great ebullition and heat. 
-If the acid be in fmali quantity, it 
Suites intimately with the vinous 
fpirit, fo as to rife with it ip diftil- 
Ltion. The tafte, and all the cha¬ 
ndlers of acidity, are detiroyed ■ 
and the mixture acquires a grateful 
ftfcvour, which neither of the in¬ 
gredients had before. 

SPIRIT US oETHERIS VITRI¬ 
OLIC I ; 

formerly 

SPIRITUS VITRIOL! DUL- 
CIS. 

Spirit of vitriolic ret her. 

' Loutl. 

Take, rectified fpi rit of wine, vitri¬ 
olic acid, of each one pound. 

In the Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia, 
one part of vitriolic tether is or¬ 
dered to be mixed with two parts 
of fpirit .of wine, which forms 
the compofition. In performing 
the procefs of the London Phar¬ 
macopoeia-, the acid is ordered to 
til poured to the -fpirit by a little 
tp a time, and mixed by fhaking; 
then the fpirit of vitriolic, aether 
to be diftilled by a flow fire, into 
a tubulated receiver, to which an¬ 
other recipient is fixed, until ful- 
phureous vapours begin to arife 
from the retort. 

If another receiver be taken, and 
tlie diftillation continued, a fmali 
Portion of the oil ofT^’ine will come 
over, which may be kept for ufe. 

The diftillation ill on Id be per¬ 
formed with an equable and very 
gentle heat, and not continued fo 
long as till a black froth begins to 
a Ppear: for, before this time, a li¬ 
quor will arife of a very different 


nature from the fpirit here intend¬ 
ed. The feveral produces are molt 
commodioufly kept apart by tiling 
a tubulated receiver, fo placed, that 
its pipe may convey the matter 
which (hall come over, into a phial 
fet underneath: the juncture of the 
retort and recipient is to be luted 
with a pafte made of linfeed meal, 
and further feeured by a piece of 
wet bladder: the lower juncture 
may be doled only with fome foft 
wax, that the phial may be occa- 
lionall y removed with eafe. 

The true dulcified fpirit arifes in 
thin fubtile vapours, which cou- 
denfe upon the lides of the reci¬ 
pient in llraight ftriae. It is co- 
lo.urlefs as water, very volatile, in¬ 
flammable, of an extremely fragrant 
find!, in tafte fomewhat aromatic. 

After the fire has been kept up 
for fome time, white fumes arife, 
-which either form irregular Itriae, 
or are colleded into large round 
drops like oil. On the fir ft appear¬ 
ance of thefe, the phial (or the re¬ 
ceiver, if a common one be made 
ufe of) mull: be taken awav. If 
another be fubftitnted, and the di¬ 
ftillation continued, an acid liquor 
comes over, of an exceeding pun¬ 
gent fmell, like the fumes of burn¬ 
ing brimftone. At length a black 
froth begins haftily to arife, and 
prevents our carrying the procefs 
further. 

On the furface of the fulphure- 
ous, fpirit is found fwimming a 
fmali quantity of oil, of a light 
yellow colour, a ftrong, penetrat¬ 
ing, and very agreeable fmell. 
This oil feems to be nearly of the 
fame nature with the cilemial oils 
of vegetables. It readily and to- 
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tally diffblves in rectified fpirit of 
wine, and communicates to a large 
quantity of that menSninm the 
taffe and frneil of the aromatic or 
dulcified fpirit. 

The matter remaining after the 
difrillation is of a dark blackfill co¬ 
lour, and frill highly acid. Treat¬ 
ed with frefli fpirit of wine, in the 
fame manner as before, it yields the 
fame productions ; till at length, 
all the acid that remains unvolati- 
lifed being infatuated with the in¬ 
flammable oily matter of the fpirit, 
the compound proves a bitumi¬ 
nous, fuiphureous mafs ; which, ex¬ 
posed to the fire in open veflels, 
readily burns, leaving a confider- 
r.ble quantity of fixt allies ; in clofe 
ones, explodes with violence; and 
with fixt alkaline falts, forms a 
compound, nearly fimilar to one 
compofed of alkalies and fulphur. 

Dulcified fpirit of vitriol has 
been for fome time greatly efte'em- 
ed both as a menftruum and a me¬ 
dicine. It diffblves fome refinous 
and bituminous fubftances more 
readily than fpirit of wine alone, 
and extracts elegant tindtures from 
fundry vegetables. As a medicine* 
It promotes perforation and the uri¬ 
nary j'seretion , expels flatulencies , and 
in many cafes abates fp9fmodicJlric- 
tures , cafes pains 9 and procures fleep. 
The dole is from ten to eighty or 
ninety drops in any convenient ve¬ 
hicle. It is not effentially different 
from the celebrated anodyne liquor 
of Hoffman; to which it is, by the 
author himfelf, not unfrequently 
directed as a fuccedaneum. 
AETHER V 1 TRIOLICUS ; 

formerly 

VITRIOLIC TTHER. 

N Lond. 

Take of 

Spirit of vitriolic tether, tv£o 
pound ; 

Water of pure kali, one ounce. 
Shake them together, and diffil by 

a gentle heat. 


Edin. 

Take of 

Rectified fpirit of wine; 

Vitriolic acid,—of each, thirty- 
two ounces. 

LlQ.UOR ANODYNUS MINER ALI3 

Hoffmanni. 

Hoffman's mineral anodyne liauor. 
Into half a pound of concentrated 
oil of vitriol, placed in a large 
glafs retort, pour by little and lit¬ 
tle, through a long-ftemmed fun¬ 
nel, one pint and a half of high¬ 
ly rectified fpirit of wine. Stop 
the mouth of the retort, digeft. 
for fome days, and then dfiUll 
with a very gentle heat. Apt 
firft a fragrant fpirit of wine 
will arife; and after it, a more 
fragrant volatile fpirit, to be 
caught in a frefli receiver. The 
receiver being again changed, 
a, fuiphureous, volatile, acid 
phelgm comes over; and at 
length a fnveet oil of vitriol, which 
fljould be immediately ft- pa rated, 
left it be abforbed by the phlegm. 
Mix the firft and fecond lpirits 
together, and in two ounces of 
this mixture diffolve twelve drops 
of the fweet oil. If the liquor 
has, any fuiphureous fmell, re-di- 
fiill it from a little fait of tartar; 

Ear if. -fSlkt 

Whether this be the e.xabWpIPpa- 
ration, fo much recoinmended.and 
lo often prefcribecf by Hoffman, as 
an anodyne and antifpafmodic, we 
cannot determine. We learn from 
his own writings, that his anodvne 
liquor was compofed of the dulcifi¬ 
ed fpirit of vitriol, and the aromatic 
oil which arifes after it; but not in 
what proportions he mixed them 
together. Tne college of Wir- 
temberg feem to think that all the 
oil was mixed with all the. fpirit ob¬ 
tained in one operation, without vc J 
gard to the precife quantities. 

Aqua R a belli an a. 

Eau de Ra‘xL 

Take four ounces of oil of vitriol. 
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and twelve ounces of rectified 
fpirit of wine. Pour the vinous 
Spirit gradually into the acid, and 
digeft in a cloie matrafs. Parif. 
This liquor has been greatly ce¬ 
lebrated in France as a reftringent, 
and for the fame purpofes as the 
dulcified fpirit; from which it dif- 
* ers in having a considerable aci¬ 
dity. 6 


In making the vitriolic tether, 
the following directions fliould be 
carefully obierved : 

^°ur the Fpirit into a glafs retort, 
that will bear the fudden heat, 
and pour the acid, in an uniform 
ftream, upon it. Mix them gra¬ 
dually and cautioufly together, 
hv gently and frequently fliaking 
the retort; and immediately di- 
ftil by a fand-heat, prepared be- 
fore-hand for that purpofe, the 
recipient being placed in a veffel 
°f fnow or water. The fire 
Ihould be fo regulated that the 
hquor may boil as foon as poffi- 
ble, and continued to boil till fix- 
teen ounces are diftilied, when 
the retort is to be removed from 
the fand. 

To the diftilled liquor add two 

Jams' of the ftropger common cau- 

j , lc » and diftil^igain, from a very 

,‘§h retort, with a very gentle fire, 

. e recipient being placed as before 

h u refrigeratory. Continue the 

tul a t; on ten ounces ave drawn 
oft 


the acid in the retort, after 
0 e diftillation, if you pour fixteen 
. J es of rectified fpiiit of wine, 
repeat the diftillation, at laft 
^J mther will be obtained ; and this 
C e hs may be repeated feveral 

Th' 

fj u - ne preparation of this fingular 
} )a , w ’ a s formerly confined to few 
h a Cis » f°f though feveral proceffes 
it been publifhed for obtaining 
Pr e )e . ^ l, ccefs of moft of them is 
acc car5 °us, and forfie of them are 
0rn panied with danger, to the o* 


perator. It has been ufual to di- 
reCt the heat to be kept up till a 
black froth begins to appear; but 
if it is managed as above direded, 
the quantity of aether which the li¬ 
quor can afford will be formed and 
drawn off before this fulphureous 
froth appears. The cauftic alkali is 
to engage any uncombined vitriolic 
acid, which may be prtfent in the 
firft diftilled liquor, without receiv¬ 
ing a fermentation which themiild 
alkali would occafton, and endanger 
the burfting of the veffeis. Indeed, 
without care, this danger attends 
the whole of the procefs. 

iEther or aethereal fpirit is the 
lighted:, moll volatile, and inflam¬ 
mable, of all known liquids. It is 
lighter than the moil highly recti¬ 
fied fpirit of wine, in the proportion 
of about feven to eight. A drop, let 
fall on the hand, evaporates almoft 
in an inflant, fcarcely rendering 
the part moift. It mixes only in a 
fmall quantity, with water, fpirit of 
wine, alkaline lixivia, volatile alka¬ 
line fpririts, or acids; but is a 
powerful dijflvcnt , for oils , balfams , 
ref ns, and other analogous fubjldnces. 
It has a fragrant odour, which in 
confequence of the volatility of the 
fluid, is diffufed through a large 
fpace. It has often been found to 
give eafe in violent head-achs, by be¬ 
ing applied externally to the part, 
and to relieve the tooth-ach , by being 
laid on the afflicted jaw. * It has 
been given alfo internally, and con- 
fidered a powerful tonic, and anti- 
fpafmodic in dyfpepfy , whooping, 
coughs , and kyfierical cajiy, from two 
or three drops to half an ounce, in 
a glafs of wine or water; which 
ftiould be fwallowed as quick as 
poffible, as the ether fo fpeedily ex¬ 
hales. 

SPIRITUS JETHERI8 NI- 
TROSI; 

formerly 

SPIRITUS' NITKI DULCIS. 

Dulcified fpirit of nitre. 
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Take a quart of reflifPd fpirit of 
wine, and half a pound of ni¬ 
trous acid. Mix them, by pour¬ 
ing the nitrous fpirit into the o- 
ther; and diflil with a gentle 
heat, one pound ten ounces. 
Edinb. 

Take of 

Rectified fpirit of wine, three 
pounds; 

Nitrous acid, one pound. 

Pour the rectified fpirit of wine in¬ 
to a large bolt-head, placed in a 
veffel of cold water, and add by 
degrees the acid, carefully {bak¬ 
ing the veffel: fet it in a cool 
place, lightly flopped, for feven 
days; afterwards diftil the liquor 
in a water-bath, the receiver be¬ 
ing placed in a veffel filled either 
with water or fnow, as long as 
any fpirit arifes. 

Here the operator muft take care 
not to invert the order of mixing 
the two liquors, by pouring the 
vinous fpirit into the acid ; for if 
he jfhould, a violent effervefcence 
and heat would enfue, and the mat¬ 
ter he difperfed in highly noxious 
red fumes. The moft convenient 
and fafe method of performing the 
mixture feems to be, to put the in¬ 
flammable fpirit into a large glafs 
body with a,narrow mouth, placed 
under a chimney, and to pour up¬ 
on it the acid, by means of a glafs 
funnel, in very fmall quantifies at 
a time; {baking the veffel as loon 
as the effervefcence enfuing upon 
each addition ceafes, before a frefli 
quantity is put in. By thefe means, 
the glafs will heat equally, and be 
prevented from breaking. During 
the affion of the two fpirits upon 
one another, the veffel {horrid be 
lightly covered ; if clofe llopt, it 
will burft : and, if left entirely 
open, feme of the more valuable 
parts will exhale. Lemery directs 
the mixture to be made in an open 
veflel ; by which unfcientifkal pro- 
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cedure he ufually loft, as he him- 
felf obferves, half his liquor: and 
we may prefume that the remain¬ 
der was not the medicine here in¬ 
tended. 

The method life cl by Dr. Black 
is faid to be the beft for mixing thefe 
liquors. On two ounces of the 
ftrong acid he pours, {lowly and 
gradually, about an equal quantity 
of water; which ley being made to 
trickle down the fides of the phial, 
floats on the lurface of the acid, 
without mixing with it. He then 
adds, in the fame cautious manner, 
three ounces of highly rectified fpirit 
of wine, which in its turn, floats on 
the furface of the water. By thefe 
means, the three fluids are kept fe- 
parate, on account of their fpecific 
gravities; and a ftratum of water is 
interpofed between the acid and the 
fpirit. The phial is now' fet in a 
cool place, the acid gradually a- 
feends, and the fpirit defeends 
through the water. 

By this method a quantity of 
nitrous aether is formed, without 
the danger of producing elaftic va¬ 
pours or explofion. 

The liquors mixed together, 
fhould be fuffered to reft for at 
leaf! twelve hours, that the fumes 
may entirely fubfide, and the uni¬ 
on be in fome meafure completed. 
The diftillation fhould be perform¬ 
ed with a very flow and well-regu¬ 
lated fire; otherwife the vapour 
will expand with fo much force as 
to burft the vefleis. Wilfort feems 
to have experienced the juftnefs of 
this obfervation ; and hence direfts 
the juncture of the retort and re¬ 
ceiver not to be luted, or but {light¬ 
ly. If a tubulated recipient, with 
its upright long p : pe, be made ufe 
of, and the diftillation performed 
with the heat of a water-bath, the 
vefleis mav be luted without an/ 
danger. This method has like wife 
another advantage, as it afcertam s 
the time when the operation is 
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Hiflied : whilft in a water-bath, we 
fafelv draw over all that will 
a nfe, for this heat will elevate no 
fi}ore of the acid than what is dul¬ 
cified by the vinous fpirit. 

Dulcified fpirit of nitre has been 
long held, and not undefervedlv, in 
great efteem. It quenches thirjl , pro¬ 
motes the natural fecret'tons , expels fla¬ 
tulencies, and moderately ftrengthens 
*heJiomach. It may be given from 
half a dram to two drams, in any 
convenient vehicle. Mixed with a 
Enall quantity of fpirit of hartf- 
horn, the fpiritus volatiiis aromati- 
c tis, or any other alkaline fpirit, it 
Proves a mild , yet efficacious diapho- 
r fie, and often notably diuretic : efpe- 
cially in l'orne febrile cafes, where 
Ihch a falutary evacuation is want- 
e d. A fmail proportion -of this 


fpirit, added to malt fpirits, gives 
them a flavour approaching to that 
of French brandy. 

SPIRITUS SAL 1 S DULCIS. 

Dulcified fpirit offait. 

This is made with fpirit of fait, af¬ 
ter the fame manner as dulcified 
fpirit of nitre. 

The dulcification of the fpirit of 
fait does not fucceed fo perfeftly, 
as that of the two foregoing acids, 
only a minute portion of it uniting 
with the fpirit of wine, and, unlefs 
the procefs be fkilfully managed, 
fcarce any. Some have held this 
fpirit in great efteem againtt loeak- 
nefs of the Jiomach , indigefiion , and 
the like, following from hard drink¬ 
ing; at prefent it is not often made 
ufe of or kept in the {hops. 


SECT. VI. 


Neutral Salts. 


THEN any acid and alkaline 
f W falts are mixed together, in 
Uc h proportion that neither of them 
rTla y prevail, they form by their 
c °alition a new compound, called 
£ Utral. In all the combina- 
j°ns of this kind (except fome of 
1 ofe with vegetable acids) the al- 
a h and acid arefo ftrongly retain- 
hy one another, that they are 
to be difunited by any degree 
fire. How volatile foever the 
^c>d were by HTelf, if combined 
c a alkali, it proves almoft 

alt n as t l ie P ure a lkali. If the 
ali be of the volatile kind, the 
j. ’ppound proves alfo volatile, fub- 
0 ^ 11n 8 ’hits whole fubftance, with- 
any reparation of its parts. 
5 re are, however, means of pro- 
Vei riI }§ this difunion, by the inter* 
ltl0n of other bodies, as vve have 


already feen in the feparation of 
the volatile alka.li of fal ammoniac, 
and of the acids of nitre and lea 
fait. But, in all cafes of this kind, 
only one of the ingredients of the 
neutral fait can poffibly be obtain¬ 
ed by itfelf, the jfeparation of this 
happening folely in virtue of the 
fuperadded body’s uniting with the 
other. 

There is another kind of com¬ 
pound falts, formed by the coali¬ 
tion of acids with earthy and me¬ 
tallic bodies. Thefe falts differ 
from the true neutral ones in fe- 
veral obvious propeVties ; fome of 
them change blue vegetable juices 
to a green like alkalies, and others 
to a red like acids, while neutral 
falts make no change in the colour: 
mixed with boiling milk, they coa¬ 
gulate it, while neutral falts rather 
/ F fa 
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prevent its coagulation. From 
moil of them the acid is difunited. 
by fire, without the intervention of 
any additional matter, of which we 
have feen an infiance in the diilil- 
latioti of the acid of vitriol. But 
the mod didinguifhing and univer- 
fal character of thefe faits is, that 
folutions of them, on the addition 


of any flit alkali, grow turbid, and 
depofit their earth or metal. It 
were to be wifhed that cufto'm had 
appropriated fome particular name 
to the faits of this clafs, to prevent 
their being confounded, which fe- 
veral < 3 f them have often been, with 
the perfefl neutral faits. 



Vitriolic 

acid. 

Nitrous 

acid. 

Marine 

acid. 

Acetous 

acid. 

Common fixt 

ALKALI. 

Vitriolated 

kali. 

Common 

nitre. 

Regenerated 
fea fait. 

Acetated 

kali. 

Alkali of 

SEA SALT. 

Vitriolated 

natron. 

Cubical 

nitre. 

Sea fait. 

A fait fimilar 
toacetat.kaji. 

Volatile 

ALKALI. 

Pbilofophic 
fal ammon. 

Volatile 

nitre. 

Sal ammo¬ 
niac. 

aqua ammon. 
acetat. 

Calcareous 

EARTH. 

Selenites. 

Calcareous 

nitre. 

Calcareous 
muriatic fait 

A fubaftrin- 
gent fait. 

Magnesia. 

Vitriolated 

rnagnefia. 

Purging faits, not diftinguifhed by 
any particular name. 

Soluble earth 

Of CLAY. 

Alum. 

Aftringent faits not diflinguifhed by 
any particular name. 


The preceding table exhibits, at 
one view, the leveral compound 
faits refulting from the union of 
each of the pure acids with each of 
the common alkalies and foluble 
earths ; the acids being placed on 
the top, the alkalies and earths on 
the left hand, and the compound 
faits in the refpective iuterfe£lions; 
and is thus to be underdood. In 
the upright columns, under each of 
the acids, are feen the feveral com¬ 
pound faits refulting from the uni¬ 
on of that acid with the refpeftive 
alkalies and earths on the left fide. 
In the tranfverfe column^, oppofite 
to each particular alkali and earth, 
are feen the compound faits refult¬ 
ing from the union of that alkali 
•r earth with the refpe&ive acids 


on the top; and converfely, of 
each of the compound fairs expref- 
fed in the* table, the component 
parts are found on the top of the 
upright column, and on the led 
fide of the tranfverfe column, 
vvhofe interfeflion that particular 
fait is placed. Some of thefe faj rs 
have been already treated of in ti* e 
Materia Medica; but it was though 
proper to unite them here into oof 
view, for the greater perfpicuitv JI j 
regard to their compofilion, aI \ 
the different properties which the 1 * 
component parts afllime in didsreu 
combinations. 

Cryjlallifation of faits. 

This is a general operation °° 
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Neutral and moft of the other com¬ 
pound lalts. It depends upon thele 
Principles : that water, of a certain 
degree of heat, diftolves, of any 
particular fait, only a certain*deter¬ 
minate quantity: that, on increaf- 
1,5 g the heat, it diflolves more and 
more (except only in one inftance, 
Common fait) till it comes to boil, 
a t which time both its heat and dif- 
folving power are at their height: 
that, in returning to its firft tem¬ 
perature, it throws off again all 
that the additional heat had en- 
a bled it to ditfolve : that, indepen¬ 
dently of any increafe or diminu¬ 
tion of heat, a gradual evaporation 
°f the fluid itfelf will occafion a 
Proportional reparation of the fait: 
and that the particles of the fait, in 
this reparation from the water, un- 
wfs too baftily forced together by 
bidden cooling, or ftrong evapo- 
ra tion, or difturbed by external 
Ca ufes, generally concrete into 
tranfparent and regularly figured 
tnafl'es, called cryftals. The feve- 
* a l falts affiime, in cryftallifation, 
hgures peculiar to each. Thus the 
Cr yftais of nitre are hexagonal 
Prifins ; thole of fea fait, cubes ; 
thofe of alum, o&ohedral maftes ; 
w hile fal ammoniac flioots into 
thin fibrous plates like feathers. 

Fhe u fe of preparing falts in a 
Cryftalli ne form is not merely in 1 
re gard to their elegance, but as a 
mark of, and the means of fecur- 
their purity and perfection.. 
r °rn fubftances not difioluble in 
V at er, they are purified by the pre- 
Vl °us folution and filtration : by 
cryftalli fation, one fait is purified 
r om an admixture of fuch other 
a t>ne bodies as diftolve either more 
r afi ly or with more difficulty than 
U e lf* ^° r ’ two or more falts 
e diflolved together in a certain 
Quantity of hot water, the fait 
. ich requires the greateft heat for 
its folutiou in that quantity of wa¬ 


ter, will firft begin to feparate in 
cooling : and, if the water be kept 
evaporating, in an uniform heat, 
the fait which requires moft water 
in that heat will be the firft in cryf- 
talliling. In all cafes of this kind, 
if the procefs be duly managed, the 
firft fhootings are generally well 
figured and pure. The fucceeding 
ones, fooner or later, according to 
the quantity of the other falts in 
the liquor, retain an admixture of 
thofe falts, which they betray by 
their fmallnefs and figure. 

In order to the cryftallifation of 
faline folutions, it is cuftomary to 
boil down the liquor, till fo much 
of the fluid have exhaled, as that 
the fait begins to concrete from it 
even while hot, forming a pellicle 
upon the furface expofed to the air. 
When this mark appears, the whole 
is removed into a cold place. This 
method feldom affords perfect cryf¬ 
tais : for, when water is thus fatu- 
rated with the fait in a boiling heat, 
and then fuddenly cooled; the par¬ 
ticles of the fait run haftily and ir¬ 
regularly together, and form only a 
confufed femitranfparent mafs. It 
is by flow concretion that moft falts 
afturne their cryftalline form in per¬ 
fection. The evaporation fiiould 
be gentle, and continued no longer, 
than till fome drops of the liquor, 
in a heat below boiling, being let 
fall upon a cold glafs plate, difco- 
ver cryftaline filaments. The li¬ 
quor is then immediately to be re¬ 
moved from the fire into a lefs 
warm, but not a cold place; and 
the veftel covered with a cloth to 
prevent the accefs of cold air, and 
the formation of a pellicle, which 
falling down through the fluid, 
would difturb the regularity of the 
cryffallifation. This is the moft: 
effectual method for moft falts; 
thought there are fome, whofe cryf¬ 
tallifation is to be effected, not by 
an abatement of the heat, but by a 
Ffj 
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continued equable evaporation of 
thefluid; fuch in particular is Tea fait. 

Salts retain in cryftallifation a 
portion of the aqueous fluid, with¬ 
out betraying any marks of it to 
the eye; on this their cryflalline 
form appears in great meafure to 
depend. The quantity of phlegm 
or water varies in different falts ; 
dry cryftals of nitre were found, 
on feveral careful trials, to con¬ 
tain about one-twentieth of their 
weight; thofe of alum, one-fixth ; 
fea fait, one-fourth ; borax, green 
vitriol, and the purging falts, no 
lefs than one half. The fame fak 
appears always to retain nearly the 
fame quantity. 

Some falts diffolve in fpirit of 
wine; and here alfo, as in water, 
the folution is limited, though the 
fait is not eafily recovered in a 
cryflalline form. Such in particu¬ 
lar, are combinations of the nitrous 
acid with volatile alkalies, and with 
calcareous earths; of the marine 
acid with all the foluble earths; of 
the acetous with fixt and volatile 
alkalies. Scarce any of the com¬ 
pound falts, whofe acid is the vitri¬ 
olic, are afftdted by vinous fpirits. 

Salts differ greatly in their dif- 
pofition to aflume and retain a crys¬ 
talline . form. Many even of the 
compound kind imbibe humidity 
like fixt alkalies, fo as to cryflailife 
with difficulty, and, when cryftal- 
lifed, or exficcated by heat, to deli- 
quiate again in the air. Such are 
the combinations of the nitrous and 
marine acid with all the foluble 
earths, and of the acetous both 
with earths and alkalies. The vi¬ 
triolic acid, on the other hand, 
forms, with all the fubflances it 
diffoives, permanent cryftals ; as do 
likewife the other mineral acids 
with all alkalies. 

The cryftallifation of thofe falts, 


which are not difloluble in fpirit of 
wine, is generally promoted by a 
fmall addition of that fpirit; which 
abforbing the water, or weakening 
its diffolving power on the fait, dif- 
pofes the fait to part from it more 
freely. The operator muft be care¬ 
ful however not to add too much of 
the fpirit, efpecially where the fait 
is compofed of an earthy or metal¬ 
lic body united with the acid; left: 
it abforb the acid as well as the 
water, and inftead of a gradual and 
regular cryftallifation, haftily pre¬ 
cipitate the earth, or metal in a 
powdery form. 

Mr. Koulle, of the French aca¬ 
demy of fciences, has examined 
with great attention the phenome¬ 
na of the cryftallifation of falts, 
and publifhed the refult of his ob- 
fervatiork in different volumes of 
the Memoirs of that academy. A- 
mong other curious particulars, he 
has given a general diftribution of 
falts, in regard to their cryftallifa¬ 
tion, which will be of practical uti¬ 
lity to the artift. 

He divides evaporation into three 
degrees ; infenjible evaporation , or 
that effedted by the natural warmth 
of the atmofphere, from freezing, 
up to the heat of the fummer’s fun; 
mean evaporation , commencing with 
the fun’s heat, and extending to 
that in which the exhaling fteam is 
vifibie to the eye, and the liquor 
too hot to be endured by the hand; 
and Jirong evapoi ation, reaching from 
this period tO boiling. He divides 
falts into fix clalfes; the diftinc- 
tions of which are taken from the 
degree of evaporation in which 
they cryftallife moft perfectly, from 
the figure of their cryftals, their 
difpofition to remain fingle or unft e 
in clutters, and their receiving an 
increafe from a continuance of the 
cryftallifation. 
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I* The firft clafs confifts of" 
falts which cryftallife into 
fmall plates or very thin 
fcales. The cryftals are fin- 
gle. They are, of all falts, 
thofe which cryftallife moft 
frequently on the furface of 
their folutions, which retain 
leaft water in their cryftals, j 
and require moft to diftolve \ 
In. They cryftallife moft 
perfectly by infenfible eva- } 
poration. J 

IT. Salts whofe cryftals are“| 
cubes, cubes with the an¬ 
gles truncated, or pyramids 
of four or fix fides. They 
form Angle, and change 
their figure by new accre¬ 
tions. By infenfible evapo¬ 
ration they cryftallife at the 
bottom, by mean evapora- ' 
tion at the furface, and by 
both kinds they prove per¬ 
fect and regular. By ftrong 
evaporation, the liquor con¬ 
tracts a pellicle, and in cool¬ 
ing yields few cryftals, and 
. thofe ill figured. 

Jli. Salts whofe cryftals are' 
tetrahedral, pyramidal, 
parellelopipeds, rhomboi- 
dal, and rhomboidal pa- 
reilelopipeds; with the ^ 
angles variously truncat- 
e d, according to differ¬ 
ent circumfiances. They 
form fingle (except that 
fome few unite by the 
bafes) and change their ^ 
figure by new accretions. )> 


R S* 
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They cryftallife at the 
bottom, moft perfectly by 
infenfibleevaporation: by 
niean and ftrong evapora- 
tion, the liquor contracts 
a pellicle, and in cooling 
the cryftals adhere to the 
pellicle, and prove con- 
fufed and ill formed. 
They retain a large quan- 
tity of water. 
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IV. Salts whofe cryftals are 
flattened parallelopipeds, 
with the extremities ter¬ 
minating in two furfaces 
inclined to one another, 
fo as to form a point and 

• acute angles with the 
large fides. They cluf- 
ter together, uniting, by 
the bafes, into tufts. 

The cryftals are largeft y $ ' 

and moft regular by in- - 

fen fible evaporation. By 
mean and hafty evapora¬ 
tion, a pellicle is formed, 
and in cooling the cryf¬ 
tals prove very fmall. 

They retain a large quan¬ 
tity of water in cryftai- 
lifation, and require little 
to diflblve in. 

V. Salts whofe cryftals'! 
are very long, in form 
of needles, priftns, or 
columns of different 
lurfaces. They (hoot 
at the bottom, and 
clufter together into 
tufts of regular figures. 

By infenfible evapora¬ 
tion they fcarce ever 
cryftallife well. By 
mean and ftrong eva¬ 
poration, they give a 
pellicle, and in flow 
cooling, if the evapo¬ 
ration was not carried 
too far, they yield per¬ 
fectly well formed cryf¬ 
tals, which at firft 
fwim, but foon fall to 
the bottom. If the 
evaporation was too 
long continued, the 
cryftals prove confuted 
and ill formed. J o? 
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VI. Salts whole cryftals are 1 
in very fmall needles, \>r 
of other indeterminate 
figures'. None of them 
cryftallife by infeufible 
evaporation, and few of 
them by the mean de¬ 
gree. They require to 
be reduced, by ftrong 
evaporation, to a thick 
confidence ; they then > « 
contra# a pellicle, and 
cry (tali i hr with confu- 
fion. If the cryfials be 
wanted regular, fpirit of 
wine muff: be ufed, or 
fome other medium, if 
the fait .be foluble in 
fpirit. They readily dif- ^ 
folve in water, and lique¬ 
fy in the’hir. 


^ is 






NITRUM PUR IFICATUM. 

Putrified nitre , 

Lond. 

Take of 

Nitre, two pounds; 

Diddled water, four pints. 

Boil the nitre in the water till it 
is difToh ell ; filter the lblution, 
and fit it by to cryftallife. 

The ufual method of evaporat¬ 
ing folutions of falts, in order to 
-their cryftallifation, until a pellicle 
appears upon the furface fails in 
nitre. Here, when the liquor be¬ 
comes ready for forming cryftals ; 
if a little be taken up in a fpoon as 
it cools, the fait will begin to fliew 
itfelf in fmall threads. 

Common nitre contains nfually 
a confiderabie portion of fea fait, 
which in this procefs is feparated, 
the fea fait remaining diifolved af¬ 
ter greateft part of the nitre has 
cryftallifed. The cryftals which 
fhoot after the fiift evaporation, 
are large, regular, and pure : but 
when the remaining liquor is fur¬ 
ther evaporated, and this repeated 
a fecond or third time, the cryftals 
prove at length fmall, imperfe#, 


and tipt with little cubical glebes 
of fe‘a fait. 

When rough nitre, in the ftate 
wherein it is firft extracted from 
the^ earths impregnated with it, is 
treated in this manner, there re¬ 
mains at laft a liquor called mother- 
ley, which will no longer afford 
any cryftals. This appears to par¬ 
ticipate of the nitrous and marine 
acids, and to contain an earihy 
matter diffolved by thofe acids. 
On adding alkaline lixivia, the 
earth is precipitated,, and when 
thoroughly waflied with water, 
proves infipid. If the liquor be 
evaporated to drynefs, a bitterifh 
faline matter is left, which being 
ftrongly calcined in a crucible, 
parts wjth the acids, and becomes, 
as in the other cafe, infipid. 

This earth has been celebrated 
as an excellent purgative, in the 
dofe of a dram or two ; and, in 
fmaller dofes, as an alterant in hy¬ 
pochondriacal and other diforders• 
This medicine was for fome time 
kept a great fecret, under the 
names of magnefia alba, nitrous pa¬ 
nacea, count Palmer’s powder, il pel - 
•vcrc albo Romano, poudre de Sent /" 
nelli, &c. til! Lancifi made it pub¬ 
lic in his notes on the Metollotbcca 
Katie ana. It has been fuppoled 
that'this earth is no other than a 
portion of the lime commonly 
added to the elixation of nitre at 
the European nitre-works. But, 
though the fpecimens of magnefia 
examined bv Neumann, and iom e 
of that which has been brought 
hither from abroad, gave plain 
marks of a calcerons nature ; V# 
the true magnefia pnift be an earth 

of a different kind, calcareous 

earths being rather aftringent than 
purgative. The earthy balls of th e 
J'al catharticus amarus is found t0 
have the properties aferibed t0 
the true magnefia of nitre, and ap¬ 
pears to be the very fame fpecies o 

earth. From that lalt thereI° rS 
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this medicine is now prepared, as 
will be feen hereafter. 

The magnefia alba differs from 
calcareous earths, in having a lefs 
powerful attraftion for fixed air, 
and in not becoming cauftic by 
calcination. 

SAL AMMONIACUS PURI- 
FICATUS. 

Purified fal ammoniac. 

This fait is purified by folution in 
water, filtration, and cryftallifa- 
tion, after the manner above di¬ 
rected for nitre. 

The impurities of fal ammoniac 
are commonly fuch as will not dif- 
-folve in water: and hence the pu¬ 
rification is effefted by the folution 
and filtration. The very iaft crys¬ 
tals feldom betray an admixture of 
any other fait. 

ZINCUM VITRIOLATUM 
PURIFICATUM; 

formerly 

V ITRIO LUM ALBUM PURIFICA¬ 
TUM. 

Purified vitriolated zinc. 

Loud, 

Take of 

White vitriol, one pound; 
Vitriolic acid, one dram; 

Boiling diliilled water, three 
pints; 

Water, as much as is fufficient. 
Boil them together till the vitriol 
is diffolved ; then filter the li¬ 
quor, and after due evaporation 
fet it bv in a cold place to cryf- 
tallife. 

Here the intention is not to fe- 
Parate the ochery/natter of the vi- 
tr iol, but to prevent its feparating 
and colouring the cryffals. This 
ls _ yffeCfually anfwered by the ad¬ 
dition of the acid, by which it is 
^■ e pt diffolved. 

White vitriol, or vitriolated zinc, 
contains fometimes a flight impreg¬ 
nation of copper, and more of a 
Heruginous matter; it therefore 
^ants fome depuration, for which 


purpofe the vitriolic acid is added; 
but this does not feem the belt me¬ 
thod for anfwering the intended pur¬ 
pofe; for if the vitriolicacid be added 
the iron or copper will be more like¬ 
ly to be united Jo it, and fo crvftallife 
together with the vitriolated zinc; 
whereas a fniall addition of zinc 
would precipitate the other metals, 
by depriving them of their acid, 
and the vitriolated zinc, would thus 
become perfectly pure. This is one 
of the quickeft in operation of thofe 
emetics which are efieemed fafe, in 
doles, to adults , from fifteen grains 
to a fcruple, or half a dram.—In¬ 
ternally given in fmaller dofes, we 
may obtain all the tonic power of 
zinc, and indeed fome think it pre¬ 
ferable in every cafe to the Calx of 
Zinc.—See Vitriolum album, 
Materia Medica. 

ALUMINIS PURIFICATIO. 

Purification of Alum. 

Lend. 

Take of 

Alum, one pound ; 

Chalk, one dram; 

Diftiiled water, two pints. 

Boil a little while, ftraiu, and fet 
the liquor afide to cryftallife. 
The alum which we have from 
the alum works in England is fuf- 
ficiently pure for any medicinal 
purpofes ; however in this procefs 
the chalk perfectly abftratts any 
fuperabundant acid of the alum, 
and precipitates any metallic or 
other foreign matter, with which 
it may be combined. Thus puri¬ 
fied, it feems to be more foltible in 
water than before. 

ALUMEN USTUM. 

Burnt alum. 

Lond. 

Let alum be calcined in an iron or 
earthen veffel, fo long as it bub¬ 
bles and fwells up. 

The bubbling or bliffenng pro¬ 
ceeds from the phlegm retained in 
the cryflals; after that is expelled, 
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the fait cannot be made liquid by 
any degree of fire. Alum is com- 
pofed of vitriolic acid and an earth : 
and it is remarkable, that combi¬ 
nations of that acid with all earths, 
with moll metals, and even with ve¬ 
getable fixt alkalies, are unfufible. 

The alum, thus deprived of its 
phlegm,proves confiderably ftrong- 
er, and more acrid, infomuch as to 
be fometlmes employed for con- 
fuming fungous flefli. It is faicl to 
have the inconvenience of leaving 
a hardnefs upon the part. 

For the medical/ properties of 
thefe two, fee Alwmen, Materia 
Medica. 

FERRUM VITRIOL AT UM 
EXSICCATUM; 

vulgo 

Vitrio'ltjm calcinatum. 
Vitrol of iron dr ltd. 

Edinb. 

Take vitrol of iron, any quantity 
you chufe. 

Let it be calcined in an unglazed 
earthen veffel with a moderate fire 
till it becomes white and very dry. 
But the matter mtift be kept con¬ 
tinually Birring, to prevent its 
flicking to the veil'd, and ac¬ 
quiring a Bony hardnefs. If this 
be urged with a more vehement 
fire, it pafles into a deep red fub- 
Bance, ’called colcothar of vi¬ 
triol. 

This method is fufficiently trou- 
blefome : for, unlefs the heat be 
very gentle, and the matter fpread 
very thin over the bottom of a 
broad (hallow veffel, it is almoB 
impoffible to avoid melting it, 
which makes it adhere to the tides 
of the pan, and renders the pre¬ 
vious pulverifation an ufelefs la¬ 
bour. 

The method ufuallv pra&ifed by 
the chemifts is, to place a deep 
earthen pan, with feme vitriol in 
It, upon a gentle fire ; the vitriol 
foon liquefies, boils up, and by de¬ 


grees incrufiates to the fides of the 
veffel. Some more vitriol is then 
thrown in and fuffered to incruffate 
in the fame manner, and this pro¬ 
cedure repeated till the pan is 
nearly full of the concreted matter, 
which proves of a w.iitiffi colour, 
except on the outfide next the pan 
(which muff be broken, to take it 
out) where it appears yellowifh or 
reddifb, according to the continu¬ 
ance and degree of fire. If the 
vitriol be defired Bill further de- 
phlegmated, this may be commo- 
dioully effefted, by reducing the 
rnafs into a grofs powder (which 
will now no longer melt) and then 
calcining it over a ffrong fire, in a 
(hallow iron pan, till it has gained 
the degree of d-rynefs required, 
which may be known from its co¬ 
lour. The principal ufe of cal¬ 
cined vitriol is for the diffillation of 
the fpirit of vitriol. If employed 
for this purpofe uncalcined, it 
would melt in the diffilling veffel, 
and, running into a lump, fcarce 
give out any fpirit; and the little 
obtained would be very weak. 

KALI V IT RIO LATUM ; 

for met ly 

TaKTAKUM VTTRIOLATUM. 

Vitriolated kali. 

Lond. 

Take of the 

Salt which remains after the di¬ 
ffillation of the nitrous acid, 
two pounds; 

Diflilled water, two gallons. 
Expel the fuperfluous acid, by ex- 
pofing the fait to a ffrong fire, in 
an open veffel ; then boil it a 
little while in the water; Brain 
and let the liquor afide to cry- 
ftallife. 

LIXIVA VITRIOLATA; 

vulgo 

TaRTARUM VITRIOLATUMi 
Vitriolaled lixiva, 

Edinb. 

Take of vitriolic acid diluted with 
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fix times its quantity of water, 
a s much as you chufe. 

•cut it into a capacious glafs veflel, 
a nd drop into it gradually of pu¬ 
rified fixed vegetable alkali, dif t 
folved with fix times its quantity 
°f water, as much as is fufficient 
t( ) render the acid perfectly neu¬ 
tral—The effervefcence having 
ceafed, filter the liquor, and after 
proper evaporation, fet it afide 
to cryftallife, not in a cold but 
moderately warm place. 

^hiring the effervefcence the ope¬ 
rator ought to take care that the 
v apour then feparating does not 
firike his noftrils; for fixed air, 
"'hen applied to the olfaftory 
, nerves is highly deleterious to 
life. 

The mode of its being prepared 
• v the Edinburgh difpenfatory, is 
atl elegant, and one of the leaf: 
^'oublefome ways of preparing this 
a 't. The Edinburgh college, in 
ormer editions, ordered the acid 
fi -lUor to be dropt into the alkaline, 
y the converfe procedure, now 
received, it is obvioufly more eafy 
fecure againft a redundance of 
Acidify : for the greater certainty in 
. ls point, it may be expedient, as 
the foregoing procefs, to drop 
| n a little more of the alkaline ley 
^ a n the ceflation of the .effervef- 
te nce feems to require. 

^ itriolated tartar, in fmall dofes, 
‘* s . a fcruple or half a dram, is an 
l ’ieful aperient ; in larger ones, as 
? l,r or five drams, a mild cathar- 
f, c, which does not pafs off fohaftily 
natron vitriolatum or magnejia 
v '^io/at a. 

The vitriolated taffir is one of 
mole neutral falts moll difficult of 
‘ c ‘Ution, very little of it being 
^ken up in cold water, notwith- 
jnding both the acid, and alkali 
0! which it is compofed fo readily 
^mte with that menftruum, and fo 
1 10 ugly attraft moifture, even from 
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the air. From the difficulty of its 
folubility, it is efteemed one of the 
mod perfect neutral falts, which 
performs it moft completely, and 
extends its a6lion beyond the primes 
vise. 

The ■ wholefale dealers in medi¬ 
cines have commonly fubftituted 
for it an article otherwife almoft 
ufelels in their (hops, the refiduum 
of Glauber’s fpirit of nitre. This 
may be looked upon as a venial 
fraud, if the fpirit has been pre¬ 
pared as formerly directed, and the 
refiduum difiolved and cry fialfiled ; 
but it is a very dangerous one, if 
the vitriolic acid has been ufed in 
an over proportion, and the caput 
mortuum employed without cry- 
ftallifaFion ; the fait in this cafe, 
infiead of a mild neutral one of a 
moderately bitter tafle, proving 
highly acid. The purchafer ought 
therefore to infill upon the falt’s 
being in a cryftalline form. The 
cryftals, when perfect, are oblong, 
with fix fiat fides, and terminated at 
each end by a fix-fided pyramid. 
Some appear compofed of two py¬ 
ramids joined together by the bafes, 
and many, in the molt perfect cry- 
flallifations I have feen, are very 
irregular. They decrepitate in the 
fire, fomewhat like thole of fea fait, 
for which they havefometimes been 
miltaken. 

LIX 1 VA VITRIOL AT A SUL- 
PHUREA; 

vulgo 

Sal polychrestus. 

Vitriolated Julphurous lixiva. 
Take of 

Nitre, reduced to powder; 
Flowers of fulphur,equal weights. 
Let them be well mixed and thrown 
gradually into a red-hot crucible. 
As foon as the deflagration has 
ceafed, let the fait cool, and be 
kept in a glafs veflel well flop¬ 
ped. 

This fait may be made more pure 
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if it is difToIved in warm water, fil¬ 
tered, and reduced into cryftals. 

Both thefe preparations are form¬ 
ed by the union of the prepared 
kali with the vitriolic acid. The 
farfl is the moft Ample procefs, be- 
caufe it is formed by the power of 
fimple elective attraction, but in 
the laft double elective attraction 
takes place, for here both the nitre 
and fulphur are decompounded, 
the acid of the nitre, and the in¬ 
flammable principle of the fulphur 
detonate together: while the acid 
of the fulphur combines with the 
alkaline bafis of the fulphur. The 
two neutral falts are therefore ex¬ 
actly the fame. 

NATRON VITRIOLATUM; 

Lond. 

SODA VITRIOLATA; 

Edinb. 

VITRIOLATED NATRON, or 
SODA; 

formerly 

Sal catharticus glauberi. 
Diflolve in warm water the mafs 
which remains after the diftiila- 
tion of fpirit of fea fait : filter 
the folution, and cryftallife the 
fait. Expel the fuperfluous acid, 
by expofing the fait to a ftrong 
'fire, in a;i open veflel, then boil it 
a little in the water, drain the folu¬ 
tion, and let it afide to cryftallife. 

Lond. 

There is no great danger of the 
cryftals proving too (harp, even 
when the fpirit of fait is made with 
the largeft proportion of oil of 
vitriol directed under that procefs. 
The liquor which remains after the 
cryftallifation is indeed very acid ; 
and with regard to this preparation, 
it is convenient it fhould be fo ; for 
otberwife, the cryftals will'be very 
fmall,and likewife in a little quan¬ 
tity. Where a fufficient proportion 
of oil of vitriol has not been em¬ 
ployed in the diftillation of the 
fpirit, it is needfary to add fome 


to t'he liquor, in order to promote 
the cryftallifaiion of the fait. 

The title formerly given to this 
fait exprefles its medical virtues. 
Taken from half an ounce to an 
ounce, or more, it proves a mitt 
and ufefulpurgative ; and in fmalief 
dofes, largely diluted, a fierviceable 
aperient and diuretic. The fhop s 
frequently fubftltute for it the ftt 
catharticus amarus , which is nearly 
of the fame quality, but fomewhat 
more unpleafant, and, as is faid, 
Id's mild in operation. They are 
very eafily diftinguifhable from 
each other, by the effeCt of alkaline 
falts upon folutions of them. The 
folution of Glauber’s faltfuffers no 
vifible change from this addition, 
its own balis being a true fixt al¬ 
kali : but the folution of the ftt 
catharticus amarus grows inftantly 
white and turbid, its bafis, which 
is an earth, being extricated copi- 
oufly by the alkaline fait; as in the 
making magnefa alba. 

SODA PHOSPHORATA. 

Phofpboratecl foda.or mineral fixed 
alkali. 

Edinb. 


Take of 

Bones burnt to whitenefs, and 
powdered, ten pounds; 
Vitriolic acid, fix pounds ; 
Water, nine pounds. 

Mix the powder in an earthen vef- 
fei very well with the vitriolic 
acid; afterwards add the water, 
and mix them thoroughly toge¬ 
ther ; then keep the vefiel in the 
vapour ot boiling water for three 
days ; after which time, diftil the 
matter with another additional 
nine pounds of boiling water, and 

ftrain it forcibly through linen? 
pouring upon it gradually hot 
water, till all the acid fliall be 
wafhed off; fet by the ftrained 
liquor, that the fasces may fbb‘ 
fide; from which pour it op> 
then reduce it by evaporation to 
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nine pounds, which let by, that 
the faeces may again fubfide. E- 
vaporate the liquor, poured a fe- 
cond time from the feces, to fe- 
v en pounds, which being a third 
time cleared from the feces, 
ftrain. Thus,at laft a fufficiently 
pure phofphoric acid will be 
procured, to which being heated 
in an earthen veil'd, add purified 
foda diffolved in warm water un¬ 
til the effervefcence (lull ceafe. 
Then llrain the mixture, and let it 
afide, that cryftals may be form¬ 
ed, thefe being removed to the 
liquor if it fhould be ngeeffary, 
add a little foda that the acid 
may be perfetftly neutralifed, 
and by evaporation, diftolve it 
to form cryftals again fo long as 
any can be produced. 

Thefe cryftals are to be kept in 
a veil'd well doled. 

MAGNESIA ALBA. 

U r hite magnefa. 

Lond. 

Take 

^'itriolated magnefia; 

Prepared kali, ,of each two 
pounds; 

Liftilled water boiling, twenty 
pints, 

Let thefe faline fubftances be dif¬ 
folved feparately, each in ten 
pints of water, and filter through 
paper, then mix them. Boil the 
liquor a little while and ftrain it 
while hot through linen, upon 
V’hich will remain the White 
Magnesia; then pour upon it 
di Hilled water fuflicient to dif- 
lolveand vvalh out the vitriolated 
kali. 

. Hie ablutions ftiould be made 
'vitli pure foft water, better if it is 
diftiiled : hard water is altogether 
xr »dmiffible, as the hardnefs is ge¬ 
nerally owing to an impeded ni- 
b'ous felenite, whofe bafe is capa- 
of being difengaged by magnefia 
pnited w ith fixed air. 

This powder appears to be the 


fame fpecies of earth with that ob¬ 
tained from the mother-ley of nitre 
which was for feveral years a cele¬ 
brated fecret in the hands of fome 
particular perfons abroad. Hoff¬ 
man, who deferibes the prepara¬ 
tion of the nitrous magnefia, gives 
it the character of an ufeful anti 
acid , a fafe and inojfenfive laxative 
in doles of a dram or two, and a 
diaphoretic and diuretic when given 
in fmaller dofes of fifteen or twen¬ 
ty grains. It is particularly fer- 
viceable in heart-hums , and for pre¬ 
venting or removing the many difor¬ 
ders ‘which children are fo frequently 
thr own into fro?n a redundance of aetd 
humours in the firjl pajfages. It is 
preferred, on account of its\laxa- 1 v 
tive quality, to the common ab¬ 
forbents, which (unlefs gentle pur¬ 
gatives are given occalionally to 
carry them oft) are apt to lodge in 
the body, and occafion a coftive- 
nefs very detrimental to infants. 

■ Magnefia alba, when prepared 
in perfection, is a white and very 
fub;ile earth, perfectly void of 
fmell or tafte, of the clafs of thofe 
which dift'olve in acids. It dif- 
folves freely, even in, the vitriolic 
acid ; which in the common way 
of making folutions, takes up only 
an inconfiderable portion of other 
earths. Combined with this acid, 
it forms a bitter fait, very eafily 
foluble in w-ater, while the com¬ 
mon abforbents form with the 
fame acid almoft infipid concretes, 
very difficult of folution. Solu¬ 
tions of magnefia in all acids are 
hitter and purgative ; while thofe of 
the other earths are more or lefts 
auflere and aflringent. A large dofe 
of the magnefia, if the ftotmch 
contains no acid to dift’olve it, does 
not purge or produce any fenfible 
etie<ft. A moderate- one, if an acid 
be lodged there , or if acid liquors be 
taken after it , procures feveral fools ; 
whereas the common abforbents, 
in the fame circuit fiances, inflead 
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of loofening, bind the belly. It is 
obvious, therefore, that magnefia is 
fpecifically different from the o- 
ther earths, and that it is appli¬ 
cable to ufefui purposes in medi¬ 
cine. / 

MAGNESIA USTA. 

Calcined Magnefia. 

Lond. 

Take of white magnefia, four 
ounces; expole it to a ftrong 
heat for two hours, and when 
cold put it into a glafs vefiel 
clofely hopped. The formula 
of the Edinburgh difpenfatory is 
the fame, except the quantity of 
magnefia, which is not fpecified. 
By this procefs the magnefia is 
deprived of its fixed air, which 
conftitutes more than half its 
weight, according to Dr. Black yt-, 
and remains eqally rnild with the 
aerated magnefia. When, at the 
end of the operation it exhibits a lu¬ 
minous or phofphorefcent proper¬ 
ty, it is a pretty certain criterion 
that it is deprived of air. If fuf- 
ficiently burnt it does not effervelce 
with acids, and confequently is 
more eligible to complaints in the 
primae viae where there is a redun¬ 
dant acidity attended with.flatulen¬ 
cy, becaufe it contains more of the 
real earth of magnefia in a given 
quantity, and neutralizes the acid 
without that extrication of air which 
is often a troubiefome confequence 
in employing in thefe complaints 
aerated magnefia. It purges brifkly 
in dofcs of from one dram to two. 
It is faid, that, fimilar to the mild 
calcareous earths, it promotes and 
encreafes putrefa&ion, the fame as 
has been obferved with refpedl to 
the Epfom and fome other fa Its, 
which have magnefia for their 
bafes. 

KALI ACETATUM. 

Land. 

LIXIVA ACETATA. 

Edinb. 
for mealy 


SAL DIURETICUS. 

Lond. 

TARTARUM REGENERA¬ 
TE! M. 

Edinb. 

Acetatcd kali , or lixii'a. 

Lond. and Edinb. 

Take of 

Prepared kali, one pound. 

Boil it, with a very gentle heat, in 
four or five times its weight of 
dittilled vinegar. When the fer¬ 
mentation ceafes, add, at diffe¬ 
rent times, more diftilled vine¬ 
gar; one portion being almoft 
evaporated, frefh vinegar will no 
longer raile any fermentation ; 
which generally happens by the 
time that twenty pounds of di- 
itilled vinegar have been ufed. 
Then flowly exhale to drvnefs. 
Melt the remaining impure fait 
for a little time, over a gentle 
fire; then difi'olve it in water, 
and filter the folution through 
paper. If the melting has been 
duly performed, the filtered li¬ 
quor will be limpid and colour- 
lefs; if otherwise, it will be of a 
brown colour. 

Evaporate the limpid folution, 
with a gentle heat, in a (hallow 
g.lafs veffel, occaaonally- Birring 
the fait as it dries, that its moifi> 
ure may be the fooner exhaled. 
Afterwards keep it for ufe in a 
vefiel very clofely flopt; tor it 
will liquefy by the air. This 
fait ought to be of perfedf white- 
nefs; and fliould totally difi’olve 
both in water and fpirit of wine, 
without leaving any faeces. If 
the fait, though ever fo white, 
depofits any freces in fpirit of 
wine; the whole of it mult be 
diflolved in that fpirit, the folu¬ 
tion filtered, and exficcated a- 
again. 

If the common alkalies be made 
ufe of for this procefs, they fliould 
be previoufiy purified, by folution 
and cryfiallifation, from the neu- 
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tr jl fait which they generally con- a beat, or to keep it liquefied too 
ta in. The diftilied vinegar long ; a little ftiould be occafiou- 

he perfectly free from any entpy- ally taken out, and put into wa- 
re umatic taint. It is not neceffary ter: and as foon as it begins to 
to dephlegmate it, or throw away part freely, with its black colour, 
the firft runnings in the diftillation, the whole is to be removed from 
^ n ce thefe contain a portion of the the fire. In the laft drying, the 
ac id (the part here wanted) as well heat muft not be fo great as to 
as the phlegm. melt it; otherwife it will not prove 

It is difficult to hit the point of totally foluble. If the folution in 
faturation betwixt the acetous'acid fpirit of wine be exfiepated, and 
a ^d the alkaline fait. After about the remaining fait liquefied with a 
fourteen parts of ftrong diftilied very loft fire, it gains the leafy ap- 
v inegar have been gradually poured pearance which procured it the 
^pon one of the fixed fait, the ad- name terra foliata. 
hition of a little more of the acid In the fourth volume of the Me- 


^ill not occafion any further eifer- 
Ve fcence in the cold : but, if the 
fixture be now ftronglv ftirred and 
Xv ell heated, the ettervefcence will 
a Ppear airefh 5 upon which fome 
ffiore vinegar is to be added, till it 
3 gain ceafes.. The faturation is not 
as yet complete ; for, upon exhal- 
, lll g the aqueous parts, the remain- 
lI )g fait ftili effervefees with freili 
v inegar. When fo much of the 
ac *d has now been added, that no 
^arks of fermentation any longer 
appear, a little more of the vinegar 
n>ay h e poured in before you pro¬ 
ved to the laft evaporation. By 
there means, the faturation of the 
a lkali will be fecured, whiift, it the 
ac ffi prevail, the fuperfiuous quali¬ 
fy of it will exhale. 

The fait thus prepared is of a 
ar k brown colour, a peculiar, not 
llll grateful odour, a penetrating, la- 
Poiiaceous, faline tafte, in no wife 
a «Kaiine or acid. Its brown colour, 
faponaceous quality, proceed 
- l °m the oily parts of the vinegar ; 
the depuration of the fait from this 
, 0i ^ is not in the foregoing procefs 
ffififted on. In the London Phar- 
n; acopoeia, the fait is ordered to bs 
Purified to perfect whitenefs. 

1 he purification of this fait is 
l ‘°t a- little troublefome.' The ope- 
f^tor muft be particularly careful, 
ln melting it, not to ufe too great 


mo.rs of the Correfpondentg of the 
French Academy, Mr. Cadet ha* 
given a method of making the fait 
white at the firft evaporation, with¬ 
out the trouble of any further 
purification. He obferves, that the 
brown colour depends upon the 
oily matter of the vinegar being 
burnt by the heat commonly em¬ 
ployed in the evaporation; and his 
improvement confifts in diminifli- 
ing the heat at the time that this 
burning is liable to happen. The 
procefs he recommends is as fol¬ 
lows. 

Diflblve a pound of fait of tartar 
in a lufficient quantity of cold 
water, filter the folution, and 
add by degrees as much diftilied 
vinegar as will faturate it, or a 
little more. Set the liquor to 
evaporate in a ftone-ware vefiei, 
in a gentle heat not fo ftrong as 
to make it boil : when a pellicle 
appears on the furface, the reft 
of the procefs muft be finifhed in 
a water-bath. The liquor ac¬ 
quires by degrees an oily con¬ 
fidence, and a pretty deep brown 
colour, but the pellicle or feum 
on the top looks whitifh, and 
when taken off and cooled, ap¬ 
pears a congeries of little bril¬ 
liant filver-Uke plates. The mat¬ 
ter is to be kept continually ftir- 
* ring, till it is wholly changed 
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into this white flaky matter, the 
complete drying of which is moft 
conveniently effected in a warm 
oven. 

We fliall not take upon us to 
determine whether the pure or 
Impure fait be preferable as medi¬ 
cines ; obferving only, that the 
latter is more of a faponaceous na¬ 
ture, the former more acrid, though 
fomewhat more agreeable to the 
ftomach. Mr. Cadet reckons the 
fait prepared in his method fu- 
perior both to the brown and 
white forts made in the common 
way, as pofleffing both the oily 
quality of the one, and the agree- 
ablenefs of the other, and as being 
always uniform, or of the fame 
power; whereas the others are 
liable to vary confiderahly, accord¬ 
ing to the degree of heat employed 
in the evaporation. They are all 
medicines of great efficacy, and 
may be fo dofed and managed as to 
prove either mildly catharic , or pow¬ 
erfully diuretic .* few of the faiine 
deobftruents come up to them in 
virtue. The dofe is from half a 
fcruple to a dram or two. A bare 
mixture of alkaline fait and vine¬ 
gar without exficcation, is not per¬ 
haps much inferior as a medicine 
to the more elaborate fait. I have 
known two drams of the alkali, fa- 
turated with vinegar, occaflon ten 
or twelve (tools, in hydropic cafes , 
and a plentiful difeharge of urine , 
without any inconvenience. 


AQUA AMMONLE ACE- 
TATyE; 

formerly 

SPIRITUS MINDERERI. 

Water of acetated ammonia. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Ammonia prepared, two ounces. 
Diflilled vinegar, four pints, of 
as much as will perfectly fa- 
turate the ammonia. , 

Edinb. 

Take any quantity of prepared fal 
ammonia, and gradually pour 
upon it as much diflilled vinegar, 
' as will perfectly faturate the 
ammonia. 

This is an excellent aperient fa- 
line liquor. Taken warm in bed, 
it proves commonly a powerful dia¬ 
phoretic , or fudorific; and, as it 
operates without heat, it has place 
in febrile and inflammatory difor-- 
ders, where medicines of the warm 
kind, if they fail of procuring 
fweat, aggravate the diftemper. Its 
action may likewife be determined 
to the kidneys, by walking about 
in a cool air. The common dofe 
is half an ounce, either by itfelf, 
or along with other medicines 
adapted to the intention. Its 
ftrength is not a little precarious, 
depending in great meafure on that 
of the vinegar; an inconvenience 
which cannot eafily be obviated, 
for the faiine matter is not re¬ 
ducible to the form of a concrete 
fait. 


SECT. VII. 

Anomalous Salts. 


CRYSTALLI TARTARI. 

Cryf als of tartar. 

ET powdered white tartar be 
boiled in twenty times its 
quantity of water, till perfectly 


diflolved; and the folution, 
whilft it continues hot, palled 
through filtering paper or a 
woollen cloth, and received in a 
wooden veflel; then expofe it 
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*? r a night or longer to the cold 
a,r > that crvdais may form them- 
* e ‘ v es, and ftioot to the tides of 
the vejTel; the water being now 
P°u:ed off, the cryfvals are to be 
i^Hefted and dried for ufe. 
t a ~ e Oration of the folution of 
* ltar through paper fucceeds very 
and, unlefs managed with a 
J?®°d deal of addrefs, not at aii: 

P ¥ \ as foon as the boiling liquor 
^^§ins to grow fenlibly lefs hot, it 
t ^P°fits much of the tartar ail over 
^'. e furface of the paper, which 
^’•'ders the remainder from palling 
yl r ° u §h* Zwe'lffer, in his animad- 
^hons on this procefs in the Au- 
a n Pharmacopoeia, directs the 
O p l,t ion to be clarified with whites 
a P§g s j and drained only through 
c : lne n cloth ; he likewife judi- 
Co ° u °y orders the veflel to be clofe 
f( /ered, and the cryftallifation per- 
foi ^ed in a warm place: for, if the 
f a a Utl ? u b e fufFered to cool very 
p ’ J t is vain to expedf any ap- 
i I)e aiatl ce of cryftals ; the tartar will 
lw Vlta bly be precipitated to the 
f ar) toi, i of the veil'd in the form of 
r e p ( •. And indeed, the bulinefs of 
f 0 illln g and cryftallifing tartar is 
f 0 j Ver y troublefome, and requires 
5)J ar fe an apparatus, that fcarce 
thg ^ le apothecaries’ or even of 
tr 0 L lac *ing chemifts, are at the 
r e of it; but either import it 
n llr ^ defined from Holland, or 
\ v r c ‘ la fe it from fome people here 
q ‘“Oake it their foie bulinefs. 
e a n ^st a „ of tartar, or what is 
di<; 9 REam of Tartar, in the 
Poll? din 2 P roce f s ? both of them 
\v^* e ® dmilar medical effects, for 
M a . Cal . Fee Taetarcm, in the 

late na Mcdica. 
c k.emor tartari. 

Cream of tartar . 

t . e an y quantity of folution of 
ir a r, made as in the foregoing 
Reef's, and palled through a 
^ t(a "; Boil it over the fire, till 
dick cuticle appear on the 


furface, which is to be taken off 
with a wooden Ikimmer bored 
. full of boles. Continue the boil¬ 
ing till a fredi cuticle arife, 
which is to be taken off as the 
foregoing, and the operation re¬ 
peated till the whole quantity of 
liquor be thus conlumed. After¬ 
wards dry all the cuticles toge¬ 
ther in the fun. 

This procefs feems inferted only 
to retain a name long fa'miliar to 
the fhops; for the preparation it- 
felf in no re.fpedt differs from cry- 
lials of tartar reduced to powder. 
Indeed the purchafer ought always 
to prefer the cryftals ; for the 
powder is often fophifticated with 
faline lubllances of another kind. 

. Both the cryftals and cream are 
brought to us from abroad ; they 
are not different in quality from 
one another: and that good white 
tartar, unrefined, is not inferior to 
either of them. 

KALI TARTARISATUM; 

formerly 

Tartarum Solubile. 

Tartar fed kali. 

Loud. 

Take of 

Prepared kali, one pound 5 
Cryftals of tartar, three pounds; 
Boiling diftilled water, three gal¬ 
lons. 

To the kali, diffolved in water, add 
gradually the cryftals of tartar 
powdered; filter the liquor, 
when cold; and after due eva¬ 
poration fet it by to cryftallife. - 
LIXIVA TARTARISATA; 

<vulgo 

Tartarum Solubile. 
Tartarifed lixiva. 

, Edinb. 

Take of 

Purified fixt vegetable alkali, 

one pound ; 

Water, fifteen pounds. 

The alkaline fait being diffolved in 
the boiling water, add gradually 
the cryftals of tartar powdered, 
G v 
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fo long as. any effervefcence is 
railed, which will commonly 
ceafe before a third part of the 
cryftals of tartar Ihall be con- 
fumed; then drain the liquor, 
when cold, through paper, and, 
after proper evaporation, fet it 
by to cryftallife. 

Common white tartar is perhaps 
preferable for this operation to the 
cryftals ufuallv met with. Its im¬ 
purities can here be no objection ; 
lince it will be fufticiently depurat¬ 
ed by the fubfequent fi-itration. 

The preparation of this medi¬ 
cine by either of the above me¬ 
thods is very eafy ; though fome 
chemifls have rendered it fuffici- 
ently troublefome, by a nicety that 
is not at all wanted. They infill 
upon hitting the very exa£l point 
of faturation betwixt the alkaline 
fair and the acid of the tartar ; and 
caution the operator to be ex¬ 
tremely careful, when he comes 
near this mark, led, by imprudent¬ 
ly adding too large a portion of ei¬ 
ther, he render the fait too acid.* 
or too alkaline. If the liquor be 
differed to cool a little before it is 
committed to the filter, and then 
properly exhaled and crydallifed, 
no error of this kind can happen, 
though the faturation diould not 
>. be very exactly hit: for, fince 
cryftals of tartar are very difficultly 
i’oiuble even in boiling water, and. 
when diffiolved therein, concrete 
again upon the liquor’s growing 
cold; if any more of them has 
been employed than Is taken up 
by the alkali, this diperduous quan¬ 
tity., will be left upon the filter: 
and, on the other hand, if too 
much of die alkali has been made 
u'fe of, it will remain uncryftal- 
lifed. The crvOallilation of this 
fait indeed cannot be effected 
without a good deal of trouble: 
it is therefore mod convenient to 
let the acid lalt prevail at firfl,. to 


feparate the fuperfluous quantity, 
by differing the liquor to cool a 
little before filtration, and then 
proceed to the total evaporation of the 
aquemis fluid, which will leave be¬ 
hind it the neutral fait required. 

The moil proper veffel for this 
purpofe is a flone-vvare one; iron 
difcolours the fait. 

Soluble tartar, in dofes of a fern* 
pie, half a dram, or a dram, is a 
mild cooling aperient: two or three 
drams commonly loofen the belly ; and 
an ounce proves pretty flrovgly pur* | 

gative. Malouin fays it is equal 
in purgative virtue to the cathartic 
fait of Glauber. It is an ufeful 
addition to the purgatives of the 
refinous kind, as it promotes theft 
operation, and at the fame time 
tends to correft their griping quali¬ 
ty. But it mu ft never be given lit 
conjunction with any acid, Inch . 3 3 
tamarinds, &c. for all acids de¬ 
compound it; abfording its alk»' 
line fait, and precipitating the taf' 
tar. 

NATRON TARTARISATUMi 

- formerly 

Tartarised Natron. 

LoncL 

Take of 

Natron, twenty ounces ; 

Cryftals of tartar powdered, t«'^ 
pounds; 

Dillilled water boiling, ietl 
pints. 

Proceed as in making the kali tat' 

tarifatum. 

The Edinburgh Difpenfatof/ 
ordersthis compofition to be forc¬ 
ed of foda and cream of tartar, ltl 
the fame manner as the Lix*' 3, 
Tartarifata. \ 

This is a fpecies of foluble W*' 
tar, made with the mineral alk 3 1 
or bafis of fea-falt, called nitre”’ , t 

or foda. It cryftallifes far tti° r ^ 
eafily than the preceding prep^ !a j 

tion, and does not, like it, g r °' 
moift in the air. It is aifo com 1 ' 
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drably lefs purgative, but is equal¬ 
ly decompounded by acids. It is 
given from one ounce to one 
ounce and an half as a mild pwga- 
ti*oe. 

The London Pharmacopoeia di. 
re &s rather more natrom to be 
C| nployed than is necefiary; for if 
the cryftals of tartar have not the 
Superabundant acid completely sbl- 
tradfed lb as to be brought into 
a ftate of tartarifed kali, a triple 
Salt will be produced. Upon eva¬ 
porating the remaining liquor, the 
Superfluous natron may be reco- 
v ered ; and if we proceed in the 
ev aporation afterwards, we may 
procure the tartarifed natron. 

SAL ESSENTIALE ACE- 
TOSiE. 


Effcntialfait oPforr:l. 

Take any quantity of the exprefled 
juice of the leaves of wood for- 
r el, let it boil gently that the 
feculent matter may be fc-parat- 
e d ; then ftrain it till it be clear; 
and after this boil it on a mo¬ 
derate fire to the confidence of 
a Syrup. Put it into long-necked 
glafs veffels, and place it in a 
c o!d fituation, that it may cry- 
ftallife. Let thefe cryftals be 
difiblved in water; and again 
formed into purer ones. 

■^b.er the fame manner, etTential 
Ults are obtained from all acid, 
at [ftcrc , ajlringent , and hitterijh 
plants that contain but a linail 
quantity of oil. 

er bs of a dry nature are to be 
rnoiflened, in the bruifing, with 
a little water, that the juice may 
be the more eafily prelfed out. 

. n order to make the fubjeCt 
/ Jeld its juice readily, it fliould be 
? lQ pt to pieces, and well bruifed 
n a marble mortar, before it is 
/Emitted to the prefs. The 
a grna which remains in the bag, 
'1 containing no inconfiderable 
quantity of faline matter, may be 
*antageoufly boiled in water, 


and the decoCiion added to the ex- 
prefied juice. The whole maybe 
afterwards depurated together, ei¬ 
ther by the method before direct¬ 
ed, or by running the liquor feve- 
ral times through a linen cloth. 
In fome cafes, the addition of a 
considerable portion of water is 
neceflary; that the juice, thus di¬ 
luted, may part the more freely 
from its feculencics ; on the re¬ 
paration of which, the fuccefs of 
the procefs in great meafure de¬ 
pends. 

The evaporation fliould be per¬ 
formed either in {hallow glafs ba- 
fins, or in fuch earthen ones as 
are of a compact clofe texture ; 
fuch are thofe ufually called ftone- 
ware. The common earthen vef- 
fels are fubject to have their glaz-. 
ing corroded, and are fo extremely 
porous, as readily to imbibe and 
retain a good quantity of the liquor. 
Metallic veflels are particularly apt 
to be corroded by thefe acid kinds 
of juices. 

Thefe juices are fo vifeid, and 
abound fo much with heterogene 
matter, of a quite different nature 
from any thing faline, that a pelli¬ 
cle, or pure faline incruftatiou 
upon the furface, is in vain ex¬ 
pected. Bo^rhaave, therefore, and 
the more expert writers in phar¬ 
maceutical chemiftry, with great 
judgment, direCt the evaporation 
of the fuperfluous moifture to be 
continued until the matter has ac¬ 
quired the confluence of cream, 
if it be now fuffered to ftand for 
an hour or two in a warm place, it 
will, notwithftanding the former 
depurations, depofit a frefli fedi- 
ment, from which it fliould be 
warily decanted, before it is put 
into the veflel in which it is de- 
figned to be cryftallifed. 

Some recommend an unglazed 
earthen veflel, as preferable for 
this purpofe to a olafs one; the 
froootlpiefs of the latter being fup- 
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poled to hinder the fait from flick¬ 
ing thereto ; whilft the juice, eafily 
infinuating itfelf into the pores of 
the former, has a great advantage 
of (hooting its faline fpicula to the 
tides. Others (lightly incruftate 
the (Ides and bottom of whatever 
veflel they employ, with a certain 
mineral fait, which greatly difpofes 
the juice to cryftallife, to which 
of itfelf it is very averfebut 
this addition is, with regard to its 
medical virtue, quite different from 
the fait here intended. 

The liquor which remains after 
the cryftallifation, may be de¬ 
purated by a gentle colature, and 
after due infpifiation fet to (hoot 
again 5 when a further yield of 
cryftals will be obtained. 

The procefs for obtaining this 
fait is very tedious, infomuch as 
fcarce to be completed in lefs 
than feven or eight months; and 
the quantity of fait which the 
juices afford, is extremely (mail. 
Hence ; t is hardly ever made or 
expected in the (liops. It may be 
fornewhat fooner l'epara ted from 
the mucilaginous and other faecu- 
lencies by clarification with whites 
of eggs, and by adding pure white 
clay. 

The virtues of the dfential falts 
have not been fufficiently deter¬ 
mined from experience. Thus 
much, hewever, is certain, that 
they do not, as fias been fuppofed, 
po.Cefs the virtues of tire fubjedts 
entire, excepting only the acids 
andTweets. The others feem to 
be, almoft ail of 'them, nearly fi- 
.mijar, from whatever plant they 
were obtained. In watery extracts 
of wormwood, carduus , chamomile , 
and tnany other vegetables , kept for 
foine time in a foft (late, I have 
often obferved fine faline etfforef- 
cences on tire furface, which had 
nil nearly the Erne tafre, fornewhat 
of the nitrous kind. They are 
fuppofed by fome to be at bottom 


no more than an impure fpecies of 
volatile nitre (that is, a fait com* 
pofed of the nitrous acid and am¬ 
monia). Thofe which were ex¬ 
amined by the chemiiis of the 
French academy, deflagrated in the 
fire, and, being triturated with fixt 
alkalies, exhaled an urinous odour; 
plain marks of their containing 
thofe two ingredients. 

SacchaRum I.ACTIS. 

Sugar of milk. 

Take whey of milk, prepared by 
rennet. Let it be boiled over 
a moderate fire to the confif- 
tence of a fyrnp, then put it in. 
a cold place that the cryftals 
/nay be formed. Let the fluid 
which remains be again manag¬ 
ed in the fa'me manner, and let 
the cryftals formed be waftied 
with cold water. 

This preparation has been great¬ 
ly celebrated in dijoy ders of the 
breajl , bur is far from anfwering 
what has been expedited from it* 
It has little fweetnefs, and is dif¬ 
ficult of folution in water. A fa¬ 
line fubftance, much better deferr¬ 
ing the name of fugar, may be ob¬ 
tained by evaporating new milk, 
particularly that of the afs, to drV- 
nefs, digefting the dry matter in 
water till the water has extracted 
its foluble parts, and then infpi(fat¬ 
ing the filtered liquor. This pre¬ 
paration is of great fweetnefs, 
though neither white nor cry (tab 
line: nor is it perhaps in the pure 
cryftaliifable parts of milk that n s 
medicinal virtues lie ; and little de¬ 
pendence is put upon it as a meJb 
cine. 

FLORES BENZOES. 

Fond. 

ACIDUM B EN ZOIC UM ; 

JEdinb. 

formerly 

FLORES BENZOIN!. 

Flowers of benzoins, 

Lund. 

Put one pound of powdered ben- 
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zoine into an earthen pot placed 
in land ; and, with a flow fire, 
hiblime the flowers into a coni¬ 
cal paper cap fitted to the pot. 

If the flowers have any yellow 
tinge, mix them with white 
clav, and fublime again. 

Put any quantity of powdered 
benzoine into an earthern pot; 
under which, after adapting a 
large paper cap of a conical 
figure to the brim, place a flow 
fire that the flowers may fub¬ 
lime. If the flowers be im¬ 
pregnated with the oil, let them 
be purified by folution in warm 
Wfater, and cryftallifation. 
Benzoine, expofed in a retort 
to a gentle fire, melts, and fends 
up into the neck white, firming, 
Cryftalline flowers, which are fol¬ 
lowed by an oily fubftance. On 
failing the heat a little (a recipient 
being applied to the neck of the 
retort) a thin yellowifh oil comes 
over, intermingled with an acid li¬ 
quor, and afterwards a thick buty- 
faceous fubftance ; this laft, lique¬ 
fied in boiling water, gives out to 
a confiderable quantity of fa- 
line matter (feparable by filtration 
and proper exhalation) which ap¬ 
pears in all refpe&s fimilar to the 
flowers. 

It appears therefore, that the 
Whole quantity of flowers which 
benzoine is capable of yielding, 
cannot be obtained by the above 
procefles, ftnee a confiderable por¬ 
tion arifes after the time of their 
being diicontinued : that greateft 
Part of the flowers arifes with a 
lets degree of heat than what is 
uecefTary to elevate the oil; but 
that, if the operation be haftily 
conduced; or if the fire be not ex¬ 
ceeding gentle, the oil will arife 
along with the flowers, and ren¬ 
der them foul. Hence, in the 
u ’ay of trade, it is extremely diffi¬ 
cult to prepare them of the.re- 
fiuifite vyhitenefs and purity; the 


heat which becomes neceflarv, when 
large quantities of the benzoine 
are employed, being fo great as to 
force over fome of the oil along 
with them. 

In order therefore to obtain 
thefe flowers in perfetftion, only a 
fmall quantity of benzoine fliould 
be put into the veflel at a time; 
and, that this may not be any im¬ 
pediment of the requifite difpatch, 
a number of fhallow, flat-bottom¬ 
ed, earthen diflies may be em¬ 
ployed, each fitted with another 
veflH inverted over it, or a paper 
cone. With thefe you may fill a 
fand-furnace; having frefli difties 
charged in readinefs to replace 
thofe in the furnace, as foon as the 
procefs fliail appear firiifhSd in 
them : the refiduum of the ben- 
zoine fliould be feraped out of 
each of the veffels, before a frefli 
parcel is put in. 

The paper cone has been long 
difufed by the chemifts. Maud 
of London, and feveral others, em¬ 
ployed glai's retorts, for the firft: 
fublimation, with the narrow parts 
of the tubes cut offj to which they 
joined receivers, not luted, ferap- 
ing out the flowers frequently from 
the necks of the retorts, and ufing 
a degree of heat fufficient to keep 
the benzoine melted. For the rec¬ 
tification they employed lrone- 
ware bodies, with large giais blind- 
heads fitted to them without bit¬ 
ing. The impure flowers, after 
being wrapped up in bibulous pa¬ 
per, and moderately prefled, were 
relublimed into the blind-heads, of 
a pearly whiten efs. Thefe flowers 
by fome are confklered as a pecu¬ 
liar acid, hence called aculum Icn- 
zoicum. 

Thefe flowers, when made in 
perfection, have an agreeable rafite 
and fragrant fmell. They totally 
diffiolve in fpirit of wine ; and like- 
wife, by the afliftance of heat, in 
water; but feparate again from the 
G g 3 
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latter upon the liquor’s growing 
cold, {hooting into faline fpicula, 
which unite together into irregu¬ 
lar maffes. By the mediation of 
fugar they remain fufpended in 
cold water, and thus form an ele¬ 
gant balfamic fvrup. Some have 
held them in great efteem, as pec¬ 
toral and J'udorific, in the dole of 
half a fcruple or more. But the 
preient practice rarely makes life 
of them, on account of the offen- 
flve oil, with which, as ufually 
prepared, they are tainted, and 
from which a frefh fubiimation 
from tohacco-pipe clay does not 
free them fo effectually as might 
be wilhed. The obfervations be¬ 
fore related point out a method of 
depurating them more perfectly, 
viz. by folution, filtration, and crv- 
ftallifation. 

Sal sedativus. 

Salt of borax , called fedative fait. 
Put eight ounces of powdered bo¬ 
rax into a wide-necked retort ; 
pour thereon three ounces of wa¬ 
ter; and then add three ounces 
of vitriolic acid. Place the re¬ 
tort in a proper furnace, adapt 
to it a receiver, and increale the 
fire till the veffel becomes red 
hot. The fedativefalt will arile 
into the neck, in form of thin 
fliining plates, which are to be 
fwept out with a feather : and a 
little liquor will pafs into the 
rece^er. When the matter in 
the retort is grown cool, pour 
back upon it the diftilled li¬ 
quor, and fublime again. Re¬ 
peat this procefs fo long as the 
borax continues to yield any 
confiderable quantity of faline 
flowers. 

Or, . . ’ 

Tiffolve the borax in a fufficient 
quantity of warm w'ater, and add 
thereto the vitriolic acid. Eva¬ 
porate this mixture, till thin 
plates begin to appear upon the 


furface ; then fuffer the fire to 
decay, find let the veflel ftand 
unmoved, till plenty of cryfrals 
are formed; which are to be 
well rinfed with cold water, and 
then dried for ule. 

In the preparation of this fait by 
fubiimation, the fire mu ft be ex- 
peditioufty railed when the matter 
begins to grow dry, for it is only 
at this period that the fait fub- 
limes. The fublimed fait itfelf, in 
a perfectly dry ftate, proves fixt in 
the fire. If moiftened with water, 
and then expofed to a fmart heat, 
part of it continues to rife, till 
the moifture is wholly exhaled; 
after which, nothing more can be 
forced up by heat, till the fait is 
again moiftened. Hence the ufe 
of returning the diftilled liquor, 
and repeating the fublimations. 
Lemeryfays, he found flowers con¬ 
tinue to rife till the thirty-fixth 
fubiimation ; and that the quantity 
obtained by ail thele fublimations 
amounted to half an ounce and 
thirty-five grains, from two ounces 
of borax. 

The part of the borax which 
doers not fublime, appears to be the 
fame (when the common refined 
borax of the {hops is made ufe of) 
with the alkaline fait of the fea fait. 
The fcd .tive fait, united with that 
alkali, recompoies borax again. 
The extrication of the fedative fait 
from the borax happeris on the 
fame principle as that of the ma¬ 
rine acid from fea fait, viz. the vi¬ 
triolic acid uniting with the alkali 
and the refiduum is in both cafes 
the fame, viz. vitriolated natron or 
foda. The fedative fait my be ex¬ 
tricated alfo from borax by other 
acids, but moft commoiiiouily and 
effectually by the vitriolic. 

The procefs by cryftalUfation is 
lefs troublefome than that bv lub- 
limation; but the fait proves ge¬ 
nerally lefs white, and is apt like- 
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^'fe to retain a part of the vitrio- 
lated natron, efpecially if the eva¬ 
poration be too long protraffed. 

The fedative fait appears to the 
tafte a neutral fait; but, examined 
with alkalies, has the properties of 
an acid, effervefcing, uniting, and 
Cr yftaliifing with them, and de¬ 
coying their alkaline quality. It 
oifiblves both in water and in fpirit 
pi wine: though not very readily 
ln either. As to its virtues, it is 
hippo fed to be a mild anodyne , 
(whence its name), to calm the heat 
°f the blood in burning fevers, to prc- 
vent or remove delirious fymptoms , and 
allay fpaj'modic ajjefiions, whether 
hypochondriacal or hyfterical, at 
Jeaft'for a time. The dofe is from 
two to eighteen grains, in any pror- 
per liquor. 

sal, et oleum succini. 

Salt, and oil of amber. 

Lond. 

Take of amber, two pounds. 
Difiil in a fand-bath with a fire 
gradually increafed. There will 
come over an acid liquor, an oil, 
and a fait impregnated with the 
oil. 

The oil, dihilled again by itfelf, is 
divided into a thinner oil which 
arifes; and a thicker part that 
remains behind, called balfam of 
^ amber. 

^ he fait is to be boiled in the di- 
ftilled fpirit, or in common wa¬ 
ter, and fet to cryftallife; by 
thefe means it is freed from its 
adhering oil. The oftener this 
is repeated, the purer it will be. 

-‘'hx powdered white amber with 
an equal weight of clean fand, 
and put them into a glafs retort, 
°f which the mixture may fill 
°ne half: then adapt a large re¬ 
ceiver, and difiil in a fand-fur- 
nace, with a fire gradually in¬ 
creafed. At firlt a watery liquor 
will come over, with fome yel¬ 
low oil j then more yellow oil, 


along with fait; and afterwards, 
with a reddifil or black coloured 
oil. 

When the diftillation is finifhed, 
empty the liquor out of the re¬ 
ceiver; and feparate the oil from 
the water: having collected to¬ 
gether the fait which adheres to 
the Ikies and neck of the retort,, 
dry it by gentle preflhre be¬ 
tween the folds of fome fpongy 
paper. 

The oil may be feparated from the 
fpirit by filtration; that it may 
be freed from the adhering oil; 
afterwards it may be purified by 
folution in warm water, and 
crvftaliifation. 

SAL SUCCINI PURIFICA- 
TUM. 

Purified fait of amber. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Salt of amber, half a pound ; 
Diftilled water, one pint. 

Boil the fait in the diftilled water, 
and fet the folution atide to cryf¬ 
tallife. 

OLEUM SUCCINI RECTIFI- 
CATUM. 

Redlfed oil of amber . 

Lond. 

Take oil of amber. 

Difiil three times. 

Edinb. 

Let oil of amber, to which fix times 
the quantity of water is added, 
be difiilled from a glafs retort, 
until two thirds of the water 
iliall have palled over into the 
receiver. Then let the rectified 
oil be feparated from the water, 
and kept in velfels clofely Hop¬ 
ped. 

The acid liquor formerly called 
fpirit, is a mere folution of a fmali 
portion of the fait, and inert im¬ 
purities of the bitumen in phlegm. 

In the diftillation of amber, the 
fire nnift for fome time be continu¬ 
ed gentle, fcarce exceeding the de¬ 
gree at which water boils,' till the 
G g 4 
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aqueous phlegm and thin oil have 
arifen ; after which it is to be 
{lowly increafed. If the fire were 
urged haftily, the amber would 
{Veil up, and rifeiin its whole fub- 
ftance into the receiver, without 
undergoing the required decompo- 
fition or reparation of its parts. 
When fand or fnnilar intermedia 
are mixed with it, it is lefs fubjedt 
to this rarefa&ion, and the fire 
may be railed fomewhat more ex- 
peditioufiy; though this little ad¬ 
vantage is perhaps more than coun¬ 
terbalanced. by the room which the 
fand takes up in the retort. 

Our chemifts generally leave the 
receiver unluted, that it may be oc- 
cafionally removed as the fait rife.; 
and concretes in the neck of the- 
retort, whence it is every now and 
then fcraped out to prevent the oil 
.from carrying it down into the re¬ 
ceiver. When a grois thick oil be¬ 
gins to arife, and no more fait ap¬ 
pears, the diftillation is ftopt,though 
it might, perhaps, be continued 
longer to advantage. 

Mr. Pott informs us (in a curi¬ 
ous differtation on the fait of amber, 
publifhed in the ninth volume of 
the Memoirs of the Academy of 
Sciences of Btrlin) that the Pruf- 
fian workmen, who prepare large 
quantities of the fait for exporta¬ 
tion, from cuttings and fmall pieces 
of amber, perform the diftillation 
without anv intermedium, and in 
an open fire: that fweeping out 
the fait from the neck of the retort 
being found too troublefome, they 
iuffer the oil to carry it down into 
the receiver, and afterwards fepa- 
rate it by means of bibulous paper, 
which imbibes the oil, and leaves 
the fait dry ; which paper is after¬ 
wards fqueezed and diftilled : that 
they continue the diftillation till all 
that can be forced over has arifen ; 
with care only to catth the laft 
thick oil in a feparate receiver; 
and that from this they extract a 


confiderable quantity of fait, by 
fhaking it in a ftrong vefiel with 
three or four frefh portions of hot 
water, and evaporating and cryftal- 
liiing the filtered waters. 

The lalt, freed from as much of 
the oil as fpongy paper will imbibe* 
retains fo much as to appear of a 
dark brown colour. Mr. Pott fays* 
the method he has found to fucxeed 
beft, and with leaft lofs, is, to dif- 
folve the fait in hot water, and put 
into the paper, through which the 
folution is to be filtered, a little 
cotton fiightly moiftened with oil 
of amber: this, he fays, detains a 
good deal of the oil of the fait, and 
the folution paftes through the 
more pure. The liquor being eva¬ 
porated with a very gentle fire, as 
that of a water-bath, and fet to 
flioot, the firft cryftals prove tranf- 
parent, with a flight vellowifh 
tinge ; but thofe which follow'- are 
brown, oily, and bitter, and are 
therefore to be further depurated 
in the fame manner. The whole 
quantity of cryftals amounts to a- 
bout one : thirtieth of the weight of 
the crude amber employed. By 
fublimation from fea fait, the fait 
is more perfeftly and more expe- 
ditioufly purified. Mr. Pott ob- 
jedls to fublimation, that a part of 
the fait is decompofed by it, a 
coaly matter being left behind, 
even though the fait was previouf- 
ly purified by cryflallifation. It 
may be prefumed, however, that 
this coal proceeds rather from the 
burning of foine remains of the 
oily matter, than from the decom- 
pofition of anv part of the true 
fait. 

Pure salt of ameer has a pe¬ 
netrating, fubaftringent, acid tafte. 
It diffolves, both in water and in 
reftified fpirit; though not readily 
in either, and fcarcely at all in the 
latter without the aftiftance of heat. 
Of cold water in lummcr, it re¬ 
quires for its folution about twen- 
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ty times ks own weight; of boiling 
w «ter only about twice its weight. 
Expofed in a glafs veffel, to a heat 
a littie greater than that of boiling 
w ater, it firft melts, then .ifes in a 
hite fume, and concretes again 
111 the upper part of the glafs, into 
fine white flakes, leaving, unlefs it 
Vv as perfectly pure, a little coaly 
Matter behind. It effervelces with 
alkalies both fixt and volatile, and 
forms with them neutral com¬ 
pounds, greatly reiembling thole 
composed of the fame alkalies and 
Vegetable acids. Mixed with acid 
liquors, it makes no fenfible com¬ 
motion. Ground with fixt alka¬ 
line falts, it does not exhale any 
Urinous odour. By thefe charac¬ 
ters, it is conceived, that fait may 
he readily diftinguiflied from all the 
°t_her matters that have been mixed 
with or vended for it. With re¬ 
gard to its virtue, it is accounted 
aperient, diuretic , and, on account 
°f its retaining fome portion of the 
°il, ant iky ft eric. Boerhaave gives 


it the character of dhireticorum et 
antihyjlcricoruip, princeps. Its great 
price, however, has prevented its 
coming much into life; and per¬ 
haps its real virtues are not equal 
to the opinion generally entertained 
of them. ' 

The rectified oil has a lirong 
bituminous fmell, and a pungent, 
acrid take. Given in a dofe of ten 
or twelve drops, it heats, Jlitnulates, 
and promotes the fluid fecretions. It 
is chiefly celebrated in hyjlerical 
dijorders, and in deficiencies of the 
uterine purgations. Sometimes it is 
ul'ed externally, in liniments for 
weak or paralytic limbs, and rheuma¬ 
tic pains. This oil differs from all 
thofe of the vegetable kingdom, 
and agrees with the mineral petro- 
lea, in not being foluble, either in 
its rectified or unrectified ftate, by 
fpirit of wine, fixt alkaline lixivia, 
or volatile alkaline fpirits ; the oil, 
after long digeftion or agitation, 
feparating as freely as common oil 
does from water. 
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PREPARATIONS OF SuLFHUR. 


FLORES SULPHURIS. 

Flowers of fulphur. 

S UBLIME fulphur in proper vef- 

_ Pels ; and reduce the flowers, * 

that concrete, into powder, ei¬ 
ther in a wooden mill, or in a 
marble mortar with a wooden 
peftle - y 

or 

Put any quantity of yellow ful¬ 
phur, grofsly powdered, into an 
earthen cucurbit placed in a 
fand-furnace; and, having fit¬ 
ted on a glafs blind-head, or in¬ 
verted upon it another earthen 
cucurbit, begin the fublimation 
with a gentle heat, which may 
be afterwards increafed. The ' 
flowers will rife into the upper- 
moft part of the veflels, whence 
they are to be fwept out, and 
carefully wafiled with very hot 
water. 

This procefs is rarely attempted 
by the apothecaries, a large appa¬ 
ratus being neceflarv for perform¬ 
ing it to advantage. Thofe who 
prepare the flowers of brimftone in 
-quantity, ufe for the fublhsiing 
vefiel, a la ge iron pot, capable 
of holding two or three hundred 
weight. This communicates with 
an arched chamber, lined with 
glazed tiles, which ferves for the 
recipient. 

This preparation -of fulphur 
makes no change in its qualities; 
only feparating its impurities, and 
at the fame time reducing it into a 
finer powder than it can eafily be 
brought to by other means. At 
the bottom of the fubliming veflel 
there remains a ponderous grey-co¬ 
loured mats, compofed of fand. 


earth, (tony, and fornetimes metal¬ 
lic matters, with a fmall portion of 
fulphur that has efcaped the fub¬ 
liming heat. This is ufually 
broken in pieces, and vended in 
the {hops under the name of sul¬ 
phur vivum. 

FLORES SULPHURIS LOTI. 

Wajbedfoivers of fulphur. 

Lond. and Ediab. 

Take of 

Flowers of fulphur, one pound ; 
Diftilled water, four pints. 

Boil them for fome time. Then, 
pouring off this water, let fome 
cold water be added, and tho¬ 
roughly wafli the flowers; after 
which they are to be dried for 
ufe. 

As the flowers of fulphur are 
generally fublimed into very capa¬ 
cious rooms, which contain a large 
quantity of air, or in veflels not 
perfectly clofe ; fome of thofe that 
arife at firfl, are apt to take fire, 
and thus are changed into a volatile 
acid vapour, which, mingling with 
the flowers that fublime afterwards, 
communicates to them a notable 
degree of acidity. In fuch cafe 
the ablution here direfted is for the 
general ufe of the medicine abfo- 
lutely neceflary : for the flowers, 
thus tainted with acid, fornetimes 
occafion gripes, .and may, in other 
refpefts, be produ&ive of effecfs 
different from thofe of pure ful¬ 
phur. Befides, it is laid, that 
crude sulphur is generally com - 
bined with a portion of arfenic, 
from which it is not always totally 
freed by fublimation ; as the arfe¬ 
nic, in a low degree of heat, will 
often be fublimed aloqg with it. 
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procefs, therefore, of boiling 
flowers of fulphur in water, 
only waflies off the adherent 

v, triolic acid, but deprives them 
a Ho of any arfenic which might 
^ >e poffibly mixed with them in 
^blimation. There are, however, 
0r ne particular combinations, to 
^ hich they are fuppofed to be bet- 
ter adapted when un walked, as 
f heir union with mercury into 
*thiops mineral; and accordingly 
^°t that preparation the unwalhed 
flowers are directed by the London 
college. 

OLEUM SULPHURATUM. 

formerly 

balsamum sulphuris 

SIMPLEX. 

Sulphurated oil. 

Loud. 

Boil flowers of fulphur, foutyounces; 
fixteen ounces of oil olive, in a 
pot lightly covered, until they 
are united. 

petroleum sulphur a- 

TUM; 

formerly 

balsamum sulphuris 

BARBADENSE, 
made in the fame manner. 
OLEUM SULPHURATUM. 

vulgo 

balsamum ‘sulphuris 

CRASSUM. 

Sulphurated oil. 

w, Rdinb. 

Pake of 

Oil of olives, eight ounces ; 
Flowers of fulphur, one ounce. 
P°il them together, in a fufliciently 
large iron vefftl, over a gentle 
Afc, keeping them continually 
Itirring, till they are united. 
Einfeed oil more readily diflolves 
u lphur than oil olive, and the pre¬ 
paration made with it is reckoned 
°mewhat icfs difagreeable. The 
^cflel they are boiled in ought to 
, e capable of holding at leaft three 
t! mes the quantity of the ingredi- 
Pnts. As f oon as t j ie 0 j| b e gi ns to 
3 -ct upon the fulphur, which hap¬ 


pens nearly at the point of ebulli¬ 
tion, the mixture rarefies very 
much, fo as, if not prudently re¬ 
moved from the fire, to run over 
into the furnace; and, as the mat¬ 
ter is^very fufceptible of flame, 
dangerous confequences may enfue, 
efpecially if the quantity be large. 
The operator ought therefore to be 
upon his guard in the management 
of this procefs. 

Thefe preparations are more con¬ 
veniently and fafel y made in a tali 
glafs body, with the mouth at lealt 
an inch in diameter, than in the 
circulatory or clofe veffelsin which 
they have commonly been dire died 
to be prepared. For, when the 
fulphur and oil begin to adt ve¬ 
hemently upon each other, they 
not only rarefy into a large volume, 
but likevvife throw out impetuoufly 
great quantities of an eiaftic vapour, 
which, if the vefiels be clofed, or 
the orifices not fufficient' to allow 
it a free exit, infallibly burft them., 
Hoffman relates a very remarkable 
hiftorv of the effedts of an acci¬ 
dent of this kind. In the veflel 
before recommended, the procefs 
may be completed without danger, 
in four or five hours, by duly ma¬ 
naging the fire; which fliould be 
very gentle for fome time, and af¬ 
terwards increafed fo as to make 
the oil juft bubble or boil, in 
which ftate it fliould be kept till all 
the fulphur appears to be taken 
up. 

Effential oils employed as men- 
ftrua for fulphur, undergo a great 
alteration from the degree of heat 
neceifary for enabling them to dif- 
folve the fulphur; and hence the 
balfams have not near fo much of 
their flavour as might be expedled. 
It fliould therefore feern more eli¬ 
gible to add a proper quantity of 
the effential oil to the Ample bal- 
fam ; thele readily incorporate by 
a gentle warmth, if the veflel be 
now and then fliaken. Sixteen 
parts of effential oil, and fix of 
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the oleum fulphuratum, compofe 
a balfam more elegant than thofe 
formerly prescribed, as the tercbin- 
thinate—an fated balfam of fulphur , 
&c.; which are now rejected ; for 
thefe retain fo much of the flavour 
of the oil, as is in fome meafure 
Sufficient to cover the tafte of the 
fulphur, and render it Support¬ 
able. 

The balfams of fulphur have 
been ftrongly recommended in 
coughs, confumptions , and other difor- 
ders of the Ireajl and lungs. But 
the reputation which they have 
had, in thefe cafes, does not ap¬ 
pear to have been built upon any 
fair trial, or experience of their 
virtues. They are manifeftly hst, 
acrimonious , and irritating ; and 
therefore Should be uied with the 
mtmofl caution. They have fre¬ 
quently been found to injure the 
appetite , offend the fomach and <vif- 
cera , parch the body , and occafion 
thirjl and febrile A a/s. The dofe 
of the Ample balfam is from ten to 
forty drops: thofe with eflential 
oils are not given in above half 
thefe quantities. Externally, 
they are employed for cleanjing and 
healing foul running ulcers. Boer- 
haave conjectures, that their ufe 
ih thefe cafes gives occafion to the 
virtues aferibed to them when taken 
internally. 

KALI SULPHURATUM; 

formerly 

HEPAR SULPHURIS. 

Sulphurated Kali. 

Land. 

Take.of 

Flowers of fulphur, one ounce ; 
Prepared kali, five ounces. 

Melt the fulphur with a flow fire, 
and then mix the fait, conftantly 
ilirring, until they unite into a 
red mafs. ,i 

It is much more convenient to 
melt the fulphur firff by itfelf, and 
add the fait of tartar by degrees, 
as here directed ; than to grind 
them together, and afterwards en¬ 


deavour to melt them as ordered in 
former editions: for in this Ia$ 
cafe, the mixture will not flow Suf¬ 
ficiently thin to be properly united 
bv ftirring; and the fulphur either 
takes fire, or fublimes in flowers, 
which probably has been the reafon 
why lb large a portion of it has 
been commonly directed. Even in 
the prefent method a confiderable 
part of the fulphur will be diffi- 
patecl; and if it were not, the hepar 
would not be of its due quality : 
for one part of fulphur requires two 
of the alkaline fait, to render it 
perfectly foluble in water, which 
this preparation ought to be. 

The kali fulphuratum has a fetid 
fmell, and a naufeous tafte. Solu¬ 
tions of it in water, made with fu- 
gar into a fyrup, have been recom¬ 
mended in the lame intentions as 
the fulphurated oils above-men¬ 
tioned: our Pharmacopoeias never- 
thelefs have defervediy rejected this 
fyrup, as common practice has al- 
moft done the balfams. The ful¬ 
phurated kali, digefted in rectified 
fpirit of wine, imparts a rich gold 
colour, a warm, and fomewhat 
aromatic tafte, and a peculiar, not 
ungrateful fmell. A tindture of this 
kind is kept in the 11)ops, under the 
name of another mineral. 

The fulphurated kali has been by 
fome flrongly recommended to pre¬ 
vent the effedls of mineral poifons ; 
folutions of thin water have been 
preferibed in herpetic, and other 
cutaneous eruptions; it has been 
employed in large quantities, in 
baths, by fome phyficians in the 
pfora, and tiled by way of lotion 
in tinea capitis. 

SULPHUR PR/ECI?ITATUMi 

formerly 

LAC SULPHURIS. 

Precipitatedfulphur. 

Land. 

Take of 

Sulphurated kali, fix ounces; 
Diftilled water, one pound ap4 
an half 5 
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Diluted vitriolic acid, as much as 
is fufiicient. 

£>oil the fulphurated kali in diftilled 
Water till it is diflolved. Filter 
the liquor through paper, and 
then add thcdiluted vitriolic acid. 
Wafh the precipitated powder 
with frefh portions of water, un¬ 
til it becomes infipid. 

The method of preparing this 
lac, as it is called, with fulphu- 
r ated kali, is the moft expeditious, 
and lead troublefome, provided 
the kali fulphuratum be well made. 

This preparation is not fo white 
as that of the lad Difpenfatory, 
which was made by boiling the 
fulphur with quick lime, and pre¬ 
cipitating with vitriolic acid, but 
it is thought by fome to be more 
purgative. It is chiefly given as a 
utild purgative, and poflefles the 
powers attributed to pure fulphur. 
See Sulphur. Materia Medica. 

Pure lac fulphuris is not differ¬ 
ent in quality from pure fulphur 
itfelf; to which it is preferred, 
in unguents, &c. only on acdount 
°f its colour. The whitenefs does 
not proceed from the fulphu r’s 
having lod any of its parts in the 
operation, or from any new mat¬ 
ter fuperadded : for, if common 
fulphur be ground with alkaline 
frits, and fet to fublime, it arifes 
9 (f a like white colour, the whole 
quantity of alkali remaining un¬ 
changed ; and, if the lac be melted 
with a gentle fire, it returns into 
yellow fulphur again. 

It may be obferved, that the 
name lac fulphuris, , or milk of ful¬ 
phur, applied among us to the pre¬ 
cipitate, is by the French writers 
confined to the white liquor before 
rile precipitate has fallen from it. 

tinctura sulphuris 

VOLATILIS. 

Volatile tin ft ure offulphur. 

Take of 
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Flowers of fulphur, fix ounces; 
Sal ammoniac, one pound ; 
Quicklime, a pound and a 
half. 

Sprinkle fome water on the lime, 
and when flaked and fallen into 
powder, grind it firfl; with the 
fulphur, and afterwards with the 
fal ammoniac, in final 1 quanti¬ 
ties at a time : then dittil the 
mixture in a retort, with a fire 
gradually increafed. The di[fil¬ 
led liquor is to be kept, in a 
bottle clofe Ropt, for ufe. 

This liquor has a ftrong offen- 
five fmell, fomewhat fimilar to that 
which arifes in the precipitation of 
lac fulphur is l The vapour in both 
cafes fpreads to a confiderabie di- 
ftance, changes filver or copper 
utenfils to a brown or blackifh co¬ 
lour, and produces difagreeable al¬ 
terations in many medicinal pre¬ 
parations. To this circumlfance 
therefore due regard ought to be 
had in the performance of that pro- 
cefs, and in the keeping of this 
tincture. If a piece of paper, writ¬ 
ten upon with a faturated folution 
of lead in vegetable acids, and 
gently dried, be placed in the mid¬ 
dle of a quire of paper, or of a 
pretty thick book, and brought, 
near the unftopt orifice of the bot¬ 
tle containing the tinriure, the va¬ 
pour will quickly reach it, and 
change the colourlefs writing to a 
legible black. 

Hoffman has a great opinion of 
the virtues of this preparation. He 
fays, a mixture of one part of the 
tincture with three parts of fpirit of 
wine, in a dofe of thirty or forty 
drops, proves a ?noJl powerful dia¬ 
phoretic ; and that a liquor com- 
pofed of this and camphor, takes 
of' the pain of the gout, by bathin 
the feet with it. This t'in&iu 
may be a powerful medicine, but it 
is certainly a very unpleafant one. 
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C H A P T E R X. 

Metallic Preparations. 


I N former Pharmacopoeias, there 
have been introduced various 
preparations of gcidy which have 
been extolled as cordials, diapho¬ 
retics, and powerful purgatives; 
but with the bell intent, they could 
not be adminiflered, with fafety, 
producing, in fome febrile cafes, 
according to the account of Konig 
and Ludovici, almofl mortal di¬ 
arrhoeas. 

But the experience of later times 


has fufficiently fhown, that this 
metal does not pofiefs any valuable 
medical virtues ; for in its metal¬ 
lic form, however finely commi¬ 
nuted, it proves inactive ,—when 
fatiatcd with acid, corrofive; anti 
in the intermediate Bates, either 
injignificant or unfafei preparations 
of this metal are therefore very 
judicioufly thrown out of moft mo¬ 
dern Difpenfatories. 


SECT. I. 

Preparations of Silver. 


S ILVER is the moft permanent 
in the fire of all the metals, after, 
gold. It diflolves in the pure ni¬ 
trous acid, into a colourleis, tranf- 
parent liquor, intehfely bitter and 
corrofive. This folution exficcated 
furnifhes the fliops with an ufeful 
cauftic ; which has likewife been 
taken internally in final! dofes, and 
mixed with other fubfiances, as 
an hydragogae. It {fains the fkin 
black. 

ARGENTUM NITRATUMj 

formerly , 

CAUSTIC UM LUNARE. 

Nitrated Jilver. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Silver, one ounce; 

Diluted nitrous acid, four ounces, 
by meafure. 

Let the iiiver be dilTolved in a glafs 


vefiel, upon warm fand : then 
, gently increafe the heat, until a 
dry mafs be left. Melt this in a 
crucible, carefully avoiding too 
much heat, and pour it into 
moulds of a convenient form. 
Edinb. 

Take of 

Purell filver, flatted into plates, 
and cut in pieces, four 
ounces : 

Dilute nitrous acid, eight ounces; 
Diftilled water, four ounces. 

Let the filver be diflolved in a 
phial, by a gentle heat, and the 
folution evaporated to drynefs. 
Put the mafs into a large cruci¬ 
ble, and place it in the fire; 
which muft at fii'ft be gentle ; 
augment it by degrees, until the 
mafs flow like oil: then pour it 
into iron pipes made for this 
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purpofe, previoufly heated and ufe a greater quantity of the men. 
greafed : and kept for ufe in a ftruum than is fufficient for efFeft- 
glafs veflel clofe flopped. ing the folution ; for all the fur- 

Strong fpkit of nitre will dif- plus muft be evaporated in the fub- 
folve fomewnat more than half its fequent fufion. 

"'eight of pure filver; and the The crucible ought to be large 
Weaker of the aquae fortes corn- enough to hold five or fix times the 
rnonlv diftilled from calcined vi- quantity of the dry matter ; for it 
trio! and nitre, proportionately lels, bubbles and fweils up greatly, fo 


according to their quantity of pure 
nitrous acid. Sometimes this fpirit 
contains a portion of the vitriolic 
or marine acids; which, however 
minute, renders it unfit for diftblv- 
ing this metal, and Ihould there¬ 
fore be carefully feparated before 
the folution is attempted. The 
method which the refiners employ, 
for examining the purity of their 
aquafortis, and purifying it if ne- 
celTary, is, to let fall into it a few 
drops of a perfect folution of filver 
already made. If the liquor remain 
clear, and grow not in the leaf! tur¬ 
bid or whitilli, it is fit for their ufe ; 
otherwife, they add a fmall quan¬ 
tity more of the folution, which 
immediately turns the whole of a 
milk-white colour : the mixture be¬ 
ing then fuffered to reft for fome 
time, depolirs a white fediment; 
from which it is warily decanted, 
examined afrefti, and, if need be, 
further purified, by a frefh addi¬ 
tion of the folution. 

The filver, flatted into thin plates, 
as directed in the fecond of the 
above procefles, needs not be cut 
in pieces : the folution will go on 
tlie more fpeedily, if they be only 
turned round into fpiral circumvo¬ 
lutions, fo as to be conveniently 
got into the glafs, with care that 
the feyeral furfaces do not touch 
°ne another. By this management, 
a greater extent of the face is ex- 
pofed to the action of the men- 
ftruum, than when the plates are 
cut in pieces and laid above one 
another. Good dilute nitrous acid 
Will difiblve about half its weight 
°f filver, and It is not advifabie to 


as otherwife to be apt to run over. 
During this time, alfo, little drops 
are now and then fpirted up, whofe 
caufticity is increased by their heat, 
and againft which the operator 
ought therefore 1 to be on his guard. 
The fire mull be kept moderate till 
this ebullition ceales, and till the 
matter becomes conftftent in the 
heat that made it boil before: then 
quickly increafe the fire till the 
matter flows thin at the bottom, 
like oil; on which it is to be im¬ 
mediately poured into the mould, 
without waiting till the fumes ceafe 
to appear ; for when this happens, 
the preparation proves not only too 
thick to run freely into the mould, 
but likewife lefs corrofive than it is 
expected to be. 

In want of a proper iron mould, 
one may be formed of tempered 
tobacco-pipe clay, not too moift, 
by making ip a lump of it, with a 
fmooth flick firft greafed, as many 
holes as there is occafion for: pour 
the liquid matter into thefe cavi¬ 
ties, and, when congealed, take it 
out by breaking the mould. Each 
piece is to be wiped clean from the 
greafe 3 and wrapt up in dry foft 
paper, not only to keep the air 
from a&ing upon them, but like¬ 
wife to prevent their corroding or 
difcolouring the fingers in hand¬ 
ling. * 

This preparation is a ftrong cauf- 
tic, and frequently employed as 
fuch, for confum'ng warts, and other 
fiejl-y fxcrefcences ., keeping - down fun*- 
gons fiejb in pounds or ulcers , and 
iimil ir ufes. The free ufe of the 
argentum nitratum is recommended 
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highly in the cure of venereal chan¬ 
cres, particularly in their incipient 
Hate; and effectually cures, by 
deftroying the difeafed parts, 
which foon become clean, and 
heal quickly as fores proceeding 
from any other caufe, and the fame 
magnitude, uftially do. It is rarely 
applied where a deep efchar is re¬ 
quired, as in the laying open of 
impoftumations and tumours; for 
the quantity neceflary for thefe 
purpoles, liquefying by the moi- 
fture of the fkin, fpreads beyond 
the limits in which it is intended 
to operate. 

Pilule: lunares. 

The lunar pills. 

Diffolve pure filver in dilute ni¬ 
trous acid, as in the foregoing 
procefs, and, after due evapora¬ 
tion, fet the liquor to cryffallife. 
Let the cryftals be again diffolved 
in common water, and mingled 
with a folutiqn of equal their 
. weight of nitre. Evaporate this 
mixture to drynefs, and continue 
the exficcation with a gentle 
heat, keeping the matterconffant- 


lv frirring, till no more fumes arife. 

Here it is neceflary to condnue 
the fire till the fumes entirely ceafe, 
as more of the acid is required to 
be diffipated., than in the preceding 
procefs. The preparation is, ne- 
verthelefs, in tafte very lharp, in- 
tenfely bitter and naufeous ; at- 
plied to ulcers, 2t acts ‘as a cavjiic , 
but much milder than the forego¬ 
ing. Bookrhaave, Boyle, and 
others, greatly command it in hy¬ 
dropic cafes. The former affures us, 
that two grains of it made into a 
pill, with crumb of bread and a 
little fugar, and taken on an empty 
llomacb (fome warm water, fvveet- 
ened with honey, being drunk im¬ 
mediately after), purge gently with- 
*■ out griping, and bring away a large 
quantity of water , alntoji without the 
patient's perccigfg it : that it kills 
worms, and cures many inveterate ul¬ 
cerous diforders. He neverthelefs 
cautious againft ufing it too freely, 
or in too large a dofe; and ob- 
ferves, that it always proves cor- 
rofive and weakening, efpeeially to 
the ffomach. 


SECT. III. 

Preparations of Iron. 


I RON calcines by fire the moll 
eafily, and melts the mod dif¬ 
ficultly of all the metals. Sulphur 
promotes its fufion, and changes it 
into a fubftance not greatly diifi- 
milar to a combination of the me* 
thl with vitriolic acid. Ail acids 
diffolve this metal; even the air 
corrodes it into a ruft or calx. 

Iron, in its metallic form, or 
lightly calcined, or combined with 


vegetable or with mineral acids, 
adts in the human body in the 
fame manner (but with different 
degrees of power) bv conftringing 
the fibres. In all thefe Hates, it 
promotes or refrains factions, where 
the deficiency or excefs proceeds 
from a laxity and debility of the 
veffels; and, in general, raifes the 
pufe , and quickens the circulation. 
The calces Lem to be the leaft 
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^ive preparations; the crude me- 
a ‘> duly comminuted, is more 
c afily foluble in the animal fluids, 
if acefcent juices be lodged 
! n the primae vise, foon manifefts 
operation by nidorous erufta- 
lQ ns, and the black colour of the 
?V l ne fee ces; if previoufly com- 
° ln ed with Taline bodies, it fcarce 
ey er fails of taking effect. 

As the calces of iron are fcarcely 
difloluble in acids, it has been con¬ 
cluded that they are not foluble in 
human body, and that there- 
0re they are to be looked upon no 
°tlierwife than as a mere ina&ive 
5 ar th. But, admitting the abfolute 
|. n diflolubility of iron while it eon* 
j^Ues a calx, it mud be obferved, 
hat the calces of this metal are re* 
h^arkably eafv of revival into their 
jjjetallic date' M. B aume' relates, 
hat calx of iron, digefted for an 
. °Ur or two in oil olive, refumes 
Us perfeft metallic nature, fo as to 
^ attra&ed by the magnet, and to* 
.% foluble in acids; whence he 
hfers, that a like revival of the 
* e tal happens in the human body. 

. ,s matter of common obferva- 
°h, that calces of iron tinge the 
* c renaents black, a lure mark of 
taking effedt; though their 
^ appears to be neither fo 
,P e edy nor fo great as that of iron 
11 fonie other forms. 

C HALYBIS RUBIGO PRAi- 
PARATA. 

RujiofJiecl prepared. 

t Land -. 

x Pofe filings of Reel to the air, 
re fluently moiftening them with 
"'ater, until they are corroded ; 
” en grind them in a mortar, and, 
pouring on diftilled water, waflx 
2 y er the more fubtile powder, 
he remainder is to be expofed 
r ^fli to the air, and moiftened 
as at firfl, then triturated and 
^afred again ; then let the pow¬ 


der thus wafhed over fubfide, 
and evaporate it to drynefs. 
MARTIS LIMATURA FR./E- 
PARATA. 

Filings of iron prepared. 

Edinb. 

Let filings of iron, firft cleanfed 
by the magnet, be moiftened 
often with water, that they may 
turn to ruft, which is to be 
ground into an impalpable pow¬ 
der. 

FERRI SQUAMAZ PURJFI- 
CATAZ. 

Iron fcales purifed. 

Edinb. 

Let the feales of iron, found at the 
anvils of fmiths, be purified bv 
the application of a magnet 
for the magnet will only attraft 
the fmaller pure feales, leaving 
the larger ones which are lets 
pure; 

The cleanfing of iron filings 
by means of a magnet is very tedi¬ 
ous, and does not anfwer fo well as 
might be expe&ed; for if they be 
rufty, they will not be attracted 
by it, or not fufficiently : nor will 
they, by thefe means, be entirely- 
freed from brafs, copper, or other 
metallic fubftances which may ad¬ 
here to them, ft appears from the 
experiments of Hengkejl (Pyrito- - 
log. cap. fom eifem im kiefs) that if 
iron be mixed by fufion with even 
its own weight of any of the other 
metals, reguius of antimony alone 
excepted, the compound will bo 
vigoroufly attracted by the load- 
ftene. The rnft of iron is to he 
procured at a moderate rate from 
the dealers in iron, free from any 
impurities, except fuch as may be 
wafhed off by water. 

The ruft of iron is preferable as 
a medicine to the calces or croci 
made by a ftrong fire. Hoff man 
relates, that he has frequently given 
it with remarkable fuccefs, :n ob- 
flinate cblot otic cafes, accompanied 
FI h 
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with exccjjivc hcadachs , and other 
violentJymptoms: and that he ufu- 
aljy joined with it pimpineila , arum 
roof, and fait of tartar , with a little 
cinnamon and J'ugar. The dofe is 
from four or five grains to twenty 
or thirty : fonie have gone as far 
as a dram; but all the preparations 
of this metal anfwer heft in fmatl 
dofes, which i'llouId rather be often 
repeated than enlarged. 

MARS SACCHARATUS. 

Candied fuel. 

Edinb. 

A folution of two parts of fugar 
in water, boiled to the confidence 
of a candy, is gradually added to 
one part of purified iron filings, 
in a vefiel hung over a very gen¬ 
tle fire, conflantly fhaken, that 
the filings may be chided over 
with the fugar. Starch is previ- 
oufly added, in the proportion 
of one dram to a pound, to pre¬ 
vent their running into lumps. 
This is a very agreeable prepara¬ 
tion of fieel; but has hitherto been 
made only by the confedlioners. 
It is a convenient medicine for 
children, as from its fvveetnefs they 
take it very readily and, it may be 
given to the quantity of half a 
dram, in cafes in which chalybeate 
medicines are proper. 

Altkiovs martialis. 

Martial ret hi ops. 

Take of 

Ruft of iron, any quantity; 

Oil of olives, a diffident quan¬ 
tity to make it into a pade ; 
Let this be diddled in a retort, by 
a ftrong fire, to drynefs: keep 
the refiduum, reduced to a fine 
powder, in a dofe vefiel. 

This procefs is much lefs tedious 
than that given in the former Phar¬ 
macopoeia, and lefs troublefcme 
alio—befides, it is fuppofed to give 
nearly the fame refult. It has been 
3-.commended cn the fuppofition 
mat the iron is here obtained in a 


very fubtile date, but not in gene¬ 
ral fuppofed to have any advantage 
fuperior to the common chaly* 

beates 

MARS SULPHURATES. 

Sulphurated iron. 

Mix filings of iron with twice their* 
weight cf powdered fulphur, and 
as much water as is fufficient to 
make them into a pade ; which* 
v on {landing at red for fix hours, 
will fwell up. The matter is 
then to be pulverifed, put by de¬ 
grees into a hot crucible to de¬ 
flagrate, and kept continually 
dining with an iron fpatula till it 
falls into a deep black powder. 

If the quantity of this mixture 
be confiderable, and drongly prefled 
down, it will not only fwell on 
danding for fome hours, but will 
heave up very weighty obdacles* 
and burd out into flame. 

CROCUS MARTIS APE- 
RIENS. 

Opening crocus of iron. 

This is made by keeping the fore¬ 
going preparation longer over 
the fire, till it affiimes a red co¬ 
lour. 

CROCUS MARTIS ASTRIN- 
GENS. 

Ajlrivgent crocus of iron. 

Edinb. 

This is made from the opening 
crocus of iron, by reverberating 
it for a long time in the mod ex¬ 
treme degree of heat. 

Thefe preparations may differ 
fomewnat from one another in vir¬ 
tue ; though the difference is not of 
inch a kind as the titles they have 
been ufually didinguifhed by im¬ 
port. All the preparations of dee- 
act by an adringent quality; that 
above, denominated ajiri agent, 
feems to have the lead effedr, j u 
that way. They may be given in¬ 
form of bolus, eledtary, or pb 4 
from fix grains to a fcruple. 
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Formerly, they were not unfre- 
^uently in ufe; at prefent they are 
0 Seldom called for, that they have 
ee n rejected both by the London 
^ n d Edinburgh colleges. 

*ERRUM TARTAR 1 SATUM. 

Eartarijed iron. 

Loud. 

^ke of 

Filings of iron, one pound ; 
Fowdered cryftals of tartar, two 
]u . pounds; 

Lx them with diftilled w’ater, into 
a thick paffe, and expofe them 
to the air, in a wide glafs veffel, 
for eight days: dry it in a fand 
Fath, and then rub it into a very 
fine powder. 

fn the former Difpenfatory, there 
XVer e two preparations—M ars so- 
^Lbilis, and Mars solubiius 
? a Rtarisatus ;— but that offered 
j lere has all the ufe of them, and 
• Liore eafily prepared ; indeed, it 
' . c onfidered a very elegant and 
- c ful preparation of ftcel, and will 
many cafes take effect after 
1a ny other of the chalybeates 
r iave failed; the fait 1 here joined 
pandering the metal fufficiently fo- 
. le in t j ie an i ma l fluids. It may be 
jf. Ven either in a liquid form, or in 
0 ^°f a bolus,&c. in dofes of four 
r Ve grains, or half a fcruple. 

*errum vitriolatum 

USTUM. 

<vulgo 

^olcothar vitrioli. 

Pitriolated iron calcined. 
Edinb. 

c xficcated vitriol of iron be 
^xpofed to a very frrong heat, 
a ^til it has a very red appear- 

^RRUM AMMON I AC ALE. 

Lortd. 

ammoniatum. 

Edinb. 

Jr nnT , formerly 

LORES MARTI ALES, and 
ENS VENERIS. 


Ammonlacal iron. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Iron filings, one pound ; 

Sal ammoniac, two pounds; 

Mix, and fublime—rub together 
what remains at the bottom of 
the veffel with the fublimed mat¬ 
ter, and again fublime. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Vitriolated iron, burnt, wafhed, 
and again exficcated, 

Sal ammoniac,—of each equal 
weights ; 

Let them be well mixed and fub¬ 
limed. 

The refults of thefe proceffes, 
though different in their mode of 
preparation, are ultimately the 
fame. 

The fuccefs of this procefs de¬ 
pends principally upon the fire’s 
being haftily raifed ; that the fal 
ammoniac may not fublime before 
the heat is become flrong enough to 
enable it to carry up a fufficient 
quantity of the iron. Hence glafs 
veffels are not fo proper as earthen 
or iron ones ; for when the former 
are made ufe of, the fire cannot be 
raifed quick enough, without en¬ 
dangering the breaking of. them. 
The moft convenient veffel is an 
iron pot: to which maybe luted 
an inverted earthen jar, having a 
fmall hole in its bottom, to fuf- 
fer the ekiftic vapours, which arife 
during the operation, to efcape. It 
is of advantage to thoroughly mix 
the ingredients together, naoillen 
them with a little water, and then 
gently dry them; and to repeat the 
pulverifation, humediation, and ex- 
ficcation, two or three times, or 
oftener. If this method be follow¬ 
ed, the fal ammoniac may be in¬ 
creased to three times the quantity 
of the iron, or further; and a fin- 
gle fublimation will often be fuffi* 
Hh s 
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cient to raife flowers of a very deep 
orange colour. 

This preparation is fuppofed to 
be highly aperient and attenuating ; 
though no otherwife fo than the 
refl of the chalybeates, or at moft, 
only by virtue of the faline matter 
joined to the iron. It has been 
found of fervice in byjlerical and 
hypochondriacal cafes , and in diftem- 
pers proceeding from a laxity and 
nueaknefs of the folids, as the rickets. 
It may be conveniently taken in 
the form of a bolus,' from two or 
three grains to ten. It is naufeous 
in a liquid form (unlefs in fpiri- 
tuous tinChire), and occafions pills 
to fwell and crumble, except fuch 
as are made of the gums. 

LIXIVIUM MARTIS. 

Ley of iron. 

Lend. 

Let the matter, which remains af¬ 
ter the fublimation of the ammo- 
niated iron, be fet by in a moift 
place. It will run into a liquor, 
which is to be kept for ufe. 

This liquor feems greatly to re- 
femble a faturated folution of iron 
made in fpirit of fait. Its tafte is 
highly ajiringent , and fomewhat 
fweetifh. It may be given in doles 
of a drop or two in any convenient 
vehicle, for the fame intentions as 
the other chalvbeates. 

TER RUM VITRIOLATUM. 
L. E. 

formerly 

SAL MARTIS, 

Load. 

SAL CHALYBIS, 

Edinb. 

Kitriolated iron . 

Take of 
Iron filings, 

Vitriolic acid, each, by weight, 
eight ounces; 

Diftilled water, three pints ; 

Mix them in a glais veflel; and, 
after the ebullition ceafes, let the 
mixture Hand for fome time up¬ 


on hot fand : then pour off and 
filter the liquor through paper; 
and, after proper exhalation, 
it by to cryftallife. 

Edinb . 

Take of 

Filings of iron, fix ounces; 
Vitriolic acid, eight ounces; 
Water, two pounds and an 
half; 

The procefs is the fame as the 
former. 

During the diflolution of the 
iron, a ftrong fulphureous vapour 
arifes, which, on the approach of 
flame, catches fire, and explodes, 
fo as fometimes to burft the veflel. 
To this particular, therefore, the 
operator ought to have due regard. 
This vapour is alfo noxious to 
animal life: it is the inflammable 
air of Dr. Priestley. 

The chemifts are feldom at the 
trouble of preparing this fait ac¬ 
cording to the directions juft giv* 
en: but in its ftead fubftitute 
common green vitriol, purified by 
folution in water, filtration, and 
cryftallifation. The only difference 
betwixt the two is, that the com¬ 
mon vitriol contains fomewhat 
more metal in proportion to the 
acid; and hence in keeping, i {S 
green colour is much fooner d e ' 
bafed by a rufty brownifh caft- 
The fuperfluous quantity of metal 
may be eafily feparated, by fuffef' 
ing the folution of the vitriol to 
Hand for fome time in a cold place* 
when a brownifh yellow ochry 
fediment will fall to the bottom » 
or it may be perfectly diflolved, 
and kept fufpended, by a fuitable 
addition of vitriolic acid. If the 
vitriol be fufpeCted to contain any 
cupreous matter (which it does not 
appear that the common Engl'^ 
vitriol ever does, though almoft an 
the foreign vitriols do), the addi¬ 
tion of fome bright iron wire t° 
the folution will both difeover 


Chap. X. 


Preparations of Copper. 


469 


c ffe6tually feparate that metal : for 
*he acid quits the copper to diflolve 
? proportionable quantity of the 
lr °n; and the copper, in its fepa- 
ra tion from the acid, adheres to the 
*todiflblved iron, and forms a (kin 
a true copper colour upon its 
Surface. Even a vitriol of pure 
c °pper may, on this principle, be 
converted into a pure vitriol of 
l ro n . 

But though the vitriolic acid ap¬ 
pears, in this operation, to have fo 
touch ftronger a difpofition to unite 
Vv hh iron than with copper, that it 
totally rejects the latter upon pre¬ 
senting the former for it to ad 
^Pon; the operator may, neverthe- 
* e fs, give a dangerous impregnation 
cf copper to the pureft and moft 
Saturated folution of iron in the 
v hriolic acid, by the ufe of copper 
J'e^fels. If the martial folqtion be 
foiled in a copper veflel, it never 
‘ ai 'ls to diflolve a part of the cop- 
P er ) diftinguifhable by its giving 
? cupreous ftain to a piece of bright 
to°n immerfed in it. By the addi- 
tlo n of the iron, the copper is fe- 
P a rated; by boiling it again with- 
° u t iron, more of the copper is dif- 
tolved. And this may in like man- 
? er be feparated by adding more 
iron. 

The fait of fteel is one of the 


moft efficacious preparations of this 
metal; and not unfrequently made 
ufe of, in cache flic and chlorotic 
cafes , for exciting the uterine purga¬ 
tions , Jlrcngthening the tone of the 
v'tfcera , and defraying worms. It 
may be conveniently taken in a 
liquid form, largely diluted with 
aqueous fluids. Boerhaave directs 
it to be diflolved in an hundred 
times its quantity of water, and 
the folution to be taken in the dofe 
of twelve ounces, on an empty 
ftomach, walking gently after it. 
Thus managed, he fays, it opens 
the body, purges , proves diuretic , kills 
and expels worms , tinges the excre¬ 
ments black , or forms them into a 
matter like clay , firengthens the fibres , 
and thus cures many different dif- 
tempers. The quantity of vitriol in 
the above dofe of the folution is 
fifty-feven grains and a half: but 
in common practice, fuch large 
dofes of this chalybeate are never 
ventured on. Four or five grains, 
and in many cafes half a grain, 
arc fnfficient, for the intentions 
in which chalybeate medicines are 
given. Very dilute folutions, as 
that of a grain of the fait in a pint 
of water, may be ufed as fuccedanea 
to the natural chalybeate waters, 
and will in many cafes produce 
fimilar effects. 


SECT. IV. 

Preparations of Copper. 


C OPPER is lefs eafv of folution 
than iron ; and, in its metal- 
Bate, does not appear to be 
a -tod on by the animal fluids, or to 
avc any confiderable effed in the 


body. Diflolved, it proves exter¬ 
nally an efcharotic ; internally, a 
violent purgative and emetic. Acids 
of every kind diflolve it, and like- 
vvife volatile alkalies. With the 
I-I h 3 
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vegetable and marine acids , it forms 
a green folution,— with the vitriolic 
acid , and volatile alkalies , a blue. 

CUPRUM AMMONIACUM. 

Ammoniacal copper. 

Edinb. 

Take of the 

Pureft vitriolated copper, two 
parts; 

Prepared ammonia, three parts. 
Rub them well together in a glafs 
mortar, until, all effervefcence 
being over, they unite into a 
violet-coloured mafs, which, roll¬ 
ed up in bibulous paper, mu ft 
firft be laid on a chalk (lone, 
after dried with a moderate heat, 
and kept in a veftel well flopped. 

AQUA CUPRI AMMONIATI. 

Lond. 

AQUA iERUGINIS AMMO- 
NI AT As. 

Edinb. 

JVater of ammoniated copper. 
Lond. 

■- verdigris . 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Sal ammoniac, one dram ; 

.Lime water, one pint. 

Let them ftand together in a copper 
vefiel until the ammoniac is fa- 
turated with the copper. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Frefh-made lime water, eight 
ounces ; 

Sal ammoniac, two fcruples 3 
Verdigris powdered, four grains. 
Mix and ftrain after twenty-four 
hours. For the medical virtue^ 
of thefe, fee Cuprum, Materia 
Medica. 

T 1 NCTURA VENERIS \ 0 - 
LATILIS. 

Volatile tin blur c of copper. 

Take of 

Copper filings, one dram 3 


Spirit of fal ammoniac, twelve 
drams. 

Let them ftand together in a clofe 
veflel, frequently fhaking it, un¬ 
til the liquor is tinged of a beau¬ 
tiful violet colour. 

This tindlure or folution of 
copper has been given internally, 
in the defe of a few drops, as a 
diuretic. Boerhaye directs at firft 
three drops to be taken in a morn¬ 
ing failing, with a glafs of mead, 
and this dofe to be daily doubled 
till it comes to twenty-four drops 3 
which laft quantity is to be conti¬ 
nued for fome days. Fie fays, that 
by thefe means, he cured an hydro¬ 
pic perfon labouring under a con¬ 
firmed afeites; and that the medU 
cine procured furprifing difeharges 
of urine; that neverthelefs, on 
trying it in another cafe of the 
fame kind, it did not anfwer. See 
the article Cuprum. 

AQUA CUPRI VITRIOLATI 
COMPOSITA; 

vulgo. 

AQUA STYPTIC A. 

Compound water of vitriolated copper. 

Edinb. 

Take 

Vitriolated copper, 

Alum,—of each three ounces; 
Water, two pounds; 

Vitriolic acid, one ounce and an 
half. 

Boil the falts in the w T ater that they 
may be.diflolved, afterwards add 
the acid to the liquor filtered 
through paper. 

This is formed upon the flyptic 
recommended by Sypeuiiam, for 
flopping bleeding at the nofe, and 
other external haemorrhages; for 
this purpofe cloths or dofiils are to 
be dipt in the liquor, and applied 
to the part. 
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SECT. V. 

Preparations of Lead, 


L EAD readily melts in the fire, 
and calcines into a dulky 
powder : which, if the flame be 
reverberated on it, becomes at firft 
Vellow, then red, and at length 
oielts into a vitreous mafs. This 
oietal difloi'/es eaiily in the nitrous 
a cid, difficultly in the vitriolic, and 
3 n fmall quantity in the vegetable 
a cids ; it is alio foluble in expreffed 
°il, especially when calcined. 

Lead, and its calces, whilft un- 
difTolvcd, have no confiderable ef¬ 
fects as medicines. Diflblved in 
°ds, they are fuppofed to be (when 
eternally, applied) anti-inflamma¬ 
tory and deliccative. Combined 
' v -th vegetable acids, they are no- 
ta bly ip; and, taken internally, 
P ! 'ove a powerful but dangerous 
ityptic. 

PLUMBUM USTUM. 

Burnt had. 

Mdt lead with a gentle fire, and 
keep it continually furring, w'tb 
an iron fpatula, till it change into 
powder. 

MINIUM. 

Red lead. 

Let anv quantity of lead be melted 
in an unglazed earthen veflel, and 
kept ftirring with an iron fpatula, 
till it fall into a powder, at firft 
blackifh, afterwards yellow, and 
at length of a deep red colour, in 
which lad (late it is called- mi¬ 
nium; taking care not to raile 
the fire fo high as to run the calx 
into a vitreous mafs. 

The preparation of red lead is fo 
troublefome and tedious, as fcarce 
ev er to be attempted by the apothe- 
cary or chemift ; nor indeed is this 
commodity expected to be made 
h them, the preparation of it being 


a dittimft branch of bttfinefs. The 
makers melt large quantities of lead 
at once, upon the bottom of a re¬ 
verberatory furnace built for this 
purpofe, and fo contrived, that the 
flame a£ts upon a large furfaee of 
the metal, which is continually 
changed by the means of iron 
rakes drawn backwards and for¬ 
wards, till the fluidity of the lead 
be deftroyed; after which, the calx 
is only now and then turned. By 
barely ftirring the calx, as before 
directed, in a veil'd over the fine, it 
acquires no rednefs; the reverbe¬ 
ration of flame upon the furfaee 
being abfolutely neceflary for this, 
effect. It is faid, that twenty 
pounds of lead gain, in this pro- 
cefs, five pounds; and that the caix, 
being reduced into lead again, is 
found one pound lefs than the ori T 
ginal weigh;: of the metal. 

Thefe caices are employed m ex¬ 
ternal applications, for abating' w- 
flammaiions, chan/big and healing 
ulcers , and the like. Their effects, 
however, arc not very confiderable; 
nor are they perhaps of much fur¬ 
ther real ufe, than as they give con¬ 
fluence to the platter, unguent, Sec, 
CERUSSA. 

Certify or white lead. 

Put lome vinegar into the bottom 
of an earthen veflel, and fufpend 
over the vinegar very thin plates 
of lead, in fuch a manner that 
the vapour which arifts from the 
acid, may circulate about the 
plates. Set the containing veflel 
in the heat of horfe-clung, for 
three weeks. If, at the end of 
this time, the plates be not totally 
calcined, ferape off the whirs 
powder, and.expofe them again 
H h 4 
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to the fleam of vinegar, till ajl 
the lead be thus .corrpcled into 
powder. 

The making of white lead alfo 
is become a trade by itfelf, and 
confined to a few perfons, who have 
large conveniencies for this pur- 
pole. The general method whi.ch 
they follow, is nearly the fame with 
that before ddcribed. See the Phi- 
lofophical Tranfa&ions, No. 137. 

In this preparation, the lead is 
fo far opened by the acid, as to 
difeover, when taken internally, 
the malignant quality of the metal; 
and to prove externally, when 
fprinkled on running fores or ujU 
pers, moderately cooling, drying , and 
(ijhitHvc. 

‘aqua lithargyri ace- 
TATA. 

Water of aedated litharge. 

' Land. 

Take of 

Litharge, two pounds and four 
ounces; 

Difiilled vinegar, one gallon. 
Mix and boil to fix pints, conflantly 
flirring the liquor. Set it afide 
until the faeculencies have fub- 
fided, and then ftrain. 

AQUA LITHARGYRI ACE- 
TATA COMPOSITA. 
Compound neater of acetated litharge, 
bond. ' 

Take of 

'Water of acetated litharge, two 
drams by weight; 

Difiilled water, two pints ; 

Proof fpirit of wine, two drams 
by meafure. 

'Mix the fpirit of wine with the 
water of acetated litharge, and 
then add thg diflijled water. 

*' CERUSSA ACETATA. 
bond . and Edinb . 
formerly 

SACCHARUM SATURNI. 

Acetated cerufe. 

Take of 

pepufe, one pound; 


Diftifted vinegar, one gallon and 
an half. 

Boil the cerufe with difiilled vine¬ 
gar, until the vinegar become 
fufficiently faturat.ed, then filter 
the vinegar through paper, and, 
after due evaporation, fet it to 
cryftallife. 

Edinb. 

Put any quantity of cerufe into a 
cucurbit, and pour thereon ten 
times the quantity of difiilled 
vinegar. Digeft them together 
for l’ome days in a fand-heat, till 
the vinegar has acquired a fweet- 
j(h tafte, when it is to be fuffered 
to fettle, and then poured off. 
Add frefh vinegar to the re¬ 
mainder, and repeat this procefs 
till the menftruum no longer ex¬ 
tracts any fweet tafte. Let all 
the impregnated liquors reft for 
fome time : and, after they have 
been poured from the faeces, eva¬ 
porate them in a glafs vcflel, to 
the confiftence of thin honey: 
fo that, upon being fet in a cool 
place, the fugar may fhoot into 
cryftals, which are afterwards to 
be dried in the fnade. Exhale 
the remaining liquor to a pelli¬ 
cle, fet it again in the cold, and 
more cryftals will fhoot. Repeat 
this operation till no cryftals can 
be any longer obtained. 

Cerufe (efpeciaily that fort called 
flaks lead , which is not, like the 
others, fubje<ft to adulteration) is 
much preferable either to minium 
or litharge, for making the fugar 
of lead; becaufe the corrofion, 
which it has already undergone 
from the ftegm of vinegar, difpofes 
it to diflblve more readily. It fliould 
be finely powdered before the vine¬ 
gar is put to it, and during the di- 
geftion, or boiling, every now and 
then ftirred up with a wooden fpa- 
tula, to promote its diftolution, and 
prevent its concreting into a hard 
piafs at the bottom. The ftronsj 


Chap. X. 'Preparations of Lead. 473 

acid obtained from the caput mor- a precipitation of a livid or dark- 
tuum of vinegar may be employed coloured cloud, 
for this procefs to better advantage The acetated cerufe is much 
than the weaker, though purer acid, more efficacious than the foregoing 
before dire&ed. If a fmail quail- preparations, in the feveral inten- 
tity of rectified fpirit of wine be tions to which they are applied, 
prudently added to the fblution as Some have ventured upon it inter- 
foon as it is duly exhaled, and the nally, in dofes of a few grains, as a 
mixture fuffered to grow cold by fyptic, in hemorrhages , frofufe ccl- 
flovv degrees, the fugar will con- ti qua five fweats, feminalfluxes, the 
Crete into very large and tranfparent fluor albus , &c. nor has it failed 
cryftals, which are fcarceiy to be their expectations. It veiy power - 
obtained by any other method. fully refrains the difcharge; but 
The cryftals are ordered to be almofl as certainly as it does 
dried in the fhade, becaufe, if they this, it occafions fymptoms of an- 
are expofed to the fun-ftiine, they other kind, often more dangerous 
acquire a blackifh colour; foon than thofe removed by it, and 
lofe their faline condition, and the fometimes fatal. Violent pains in the 
lead gradually aflumes its metalline bowels, or through the whole body , and 
form : and this is fuppofed to hap- obfinate confipations , fometimes ini- 
pen from the abforption of light, mediately follow, efpecially if the 
and its converfion into phlogifton. dofe has been confiderable. Cramps y 
Lead communicates a fweetnels tremors , and weaknefs of the nerve r, 
and aftringency very fimilar to the generally, fooner or later, enfue. 
produft of vinous fermentation, a Boerhaave is of opinion that this 
practice too prevalent among frau- preparation proves malignant only 
dulent dealers, of correcting the fo far as its acid happens to be ab- 
too great fharpnefs of acid wines or forbed in the body; for in fuch cafe, 
cider, by adulterating them with he fayS, “ it returns again into ce- 
this metal. But there are two dif- rufe, which is violently poifon- 
ferent ways for detecting this im- “ ous.” On this principle it would 
pofition: a piece of paper may be follow, that in habits where aci- 
'vritten upon, or moiftened with diries abound, the fugar of lead 
this liquor, and then expofed to would be innocent. But this is 
the vapour of fulphurated kali; the far from being the cafe. Lead and 
paper where written upon, or its preparations aCt in the body only 
moiftened, will be of a livid co- fo far as they are combined with, 
lour 5 hence a folution of acetated acid. Cerufe poflefles the quali- 
cerule makes a good fympathetic ties of the compound only in a 
ink, as upon the fame expofure the low degree; and either of them, 
fame circumftance will occur; or, freed from the acid, has little, if 
if a folution of fulphurated kali be any effeCt at all. See a fuller ac- 
^fopped into the 1'ufpeCted liquor, count of its medical effeCts under 
Should there he any lead prefent, Plumbum, Materia Medica. 
fbis addition will inftantly occafion 
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SEC 

PrEPARATj 

T IN eaflly melts in the fire, 
and calcines into a dulky 
powder, which, by a further con¬ 
tinuance of the heat, becomes 
white. A mafs of tin, heated till 
it is juft ready to melt, proves ex¬ 
tremely brittle, fo as to fall in 
pieces from a blow', and, by dex¬ 
trous agitation, into powder. Its 
proper menftruum is aqua regia; 
though the other mineral acids alfo 
may be made to diftolve it, and the 
vegetable ones in fmall quantity. 
It cryftallifes with the vegetable 
and vitriolic acids; but with the 
others, deliquiates. 

The virtues of this metal are lit¬ 
tle known. It has been recom¬ 
mended as an antihyfteric, antihettic, 
&c. Atprefent it is chiefly ufed as 
an anthelmintic. 

STANNI PULVIS; 

formerly 

Stannum pulveratum. 
Powder of tin. 

Pond. 

Take of tin, four ounces. Melt it 
and take off the fcum; then pour 
it into a clean iron veflel, (hake 
it, or rub it to powder, and prefs 
the flneft part of it through a 
hair fieve. 

This preparation has been u fed 
for fome time as a remedy againfi 
worms, particularly the flat kinds , 
which too often elude the force of 
other medicines. The general dole 
for children is from ten grains to 
twenty ; for adults , one dram to two 
or more; fome confine it to'a few 


T. VI. 

ous of Tin. 

grains. But Dr. Alfton aflhres us, in 
theEdinbnrghEflays, that its fuccefs 
chiefly depends upon its being given 
in much large* quantities. He 
gives an ounce of the powder on 
an empty ftomach, mixed with four 
ounces of melaffes ; next day, half 
an ounce; and the day following, 
half an ounce more: after which a 
cathartic is adminiftered. He fays 
the worms are ufually voided 
during the operation of the purge, 
but that pains in the ftomach occa- 
fioned by them are removed almoft 
immediately upon taking the firft 
dofe of the tin. 

In the expulfion of the taenia this 
method is fometimes fuccefsful; 
but by no means fo frequently as 
Dr. Alfton would lead us to hope, 
as has been proved by repeated ex¬ 
periments, where it has totally 
failed. See Stannum, Materia 
Medica. 

In the former edition of this 
work there were three preparations 
more of this metal, Calx Jovis , Sal 
Stanni , and Aurum Mufivum : but 
as the two laft have not been found 
to poflefs any medical virtues that 
could be depended upon, they are 
very properly thrown out of prac¬ 
tice ; and as the Calx Jovis is fo 
very nearly flmilar to the Puhis 
Stanni in its medical properties, it 
was thought ufelefs to burthen the 
Pharmacopoeia with fo unnecefiary 
a procefs. The prefent Pharma¬ 
copoeia of Edinburgh has no prepa¬ 
ration of tin. 
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SECT. VII. 

Preparations of Zinc. 


T HIS metal melts in a red 
heat; and, if the air be ad¬ 
mitted, flames, and fublimes into 
light, white, downy flowers; if the 
3ir be excluded, it arifes, by a 
Strong fire, in its metallic form. 
Sulphur, which unites with or 
Icorifies all the other metals except 
gold, does not aft on zinc. Acids 
of every kind diffolve it. 

Zinc, its flowers or calces, and 
Solutions, taken internally, prove 
ftrong and quick emetics; in fmall 
dofes, they are laid to be diapho¬ 
retic. Externally, they are cooling, 
aftringent, and deficcative. 
PUR1FICATIO ZINCI. 

P unification of zinc. 

Melt zinc with a heat no greater 
than is juft fuffkient to keep it 
fluid. Stir it ftrongly with an 
iron rod, and throw in alternate¬ 
ly pieces of fulphur and of tal¬ 
low, the firft in largeft quantity. 
If any confident matter, or fco- 
l'ia, form on the top, take it off, 
and continue the procefs, until 
the fulphur be found to burn 
freely and totally away on the 
furface of the fluid zinc. 

Zinc ufually contains a portion 
°f lead, which this procefs effec¬ 
tually feparates. Sulphur united 
"'ith lead forms a tnafs, which does 
n ot melt in any degree of fire that 
Zinc is capable of luftaining. 

ZINCUM CALCIN ATUM. 

Calcined zinc. 

Lend. 

Take zinc broken into fmall pieces, 
eight ounces. 

Caft the zinc at different times into 
a large, deep, and inclined cru¬ 
cible, heated to a white heat, 
putting upqn it another crucible 


in fuch a manner that the air may 
have free accef; to the burning 
zinc. 

Take out the calx as foon as it 
is formed, and feparate its white 
and {lighter part by palling it 
through a fieve. 

ZINCUM USTUM; 

vulgo 

FLORES ZINCI. 

Calcined zinc , 

. Edinb. 

Let a large crucible be fo placed 
in a furnace with burning coals, 
that the mouth may incline a little 
towards you; and when the bottom 
is of a moderately white heat, let a 
piece of zinc about a dram weight 
be thrown in ; in a fhort time the 
zinc will be in a flame, and at the 
fame time be converted into white 
flocculent appearances, which are 
to be taken from the furface of the 
metal now and then, with an iron 
fpatuia, that the calcination may 
be more perfeftly completed; and 
at laft, when the flame ceafes, let 
the calcined zinc be taken out of 
the crucible. Another piece of 
zinc muft then be thrown into the 
crucible, and the operation repeated 
as long as it becomes neceffary. 
The calcined zinc is to be prepared 
in the fame manner as antimony. 

Calcined zinc is more pure than 
tutty or pompholyx, and likewife 
calamine, the natural ore of this 
metal, and therefore more fitted for 
medicinal purpofes. It has been 
applied externally, but has alfo been 
highly recommended by Gaubius, 
in dofes to adults from one grain 
to four or five in epileptic com¬ 
plaints : of late it has been given 
in larger dofes. It has alfo been 
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adminiflered in feveral fpafmodic 
affections, where medicines pof- 
felling a tonic power have been 
thought requifite, and has been at¬ 
tended with good confequences. 
See alfo Zincum, Materia Medica. 
ZINCUM VITRIOLATUM; 

mulgo 

VITRIOLUM ALBUM. 

Vitriolaiid zinc. 

Edin. 

Take of 

Zinc, cut into pieces, three 
ounces ; 

"Vitriolic acid, five ounces; 
Water, twenty'ounces. 

To the acid and water mixed 
together add the zinc, and when 
the ebullition has ceafed, ftrain 
the liquor; after proper evapo¬ 
ration, fet it abide in a cold 
place, to cryftallife. 

This differs from the common 
white vitriol in being much purer, 
and perfeftly free from any ad¬ 
mixture of copper, or other fo¬ 
reign metallic bodies; and, when 
thus prepared, fuperfedes the re¬ 
ceipt of the following formula of 
the London Pharmacopoeia. 

ZINCUM VITRIOLATUM 
PURIFICATUM. 

f^iiriolated zinc purified, 

Lond. 

Take.of 

White vitriol, one pound ; 
Vitriolic acid, one dram ; 

Boiling diftilled water, three 
pints. 


Mix and filter through paper. Af¬ 
ter a proper evaporation, fet it 
afide in a cold place, to cryflal- 
life. 

The vitriolic acid is here added 
to deprive the common white vi¬ 
triol of any copper or ferruginous 
matter with which it may be, as is 
ufual, impregnated ; but this ap¬ 
pears to be more certainly clone 
by the addition of zinc, for this 
would deprive the other materials 
of their acid, and caufe them to 
precipitate; whilft the addition of 
the vitriolic acid would unite the 
copper or iron matter, and form 
them into metalline fait, which 
would cryftallife with the vitrio- 
lated zinc, and hence remain infe- 
parable. 

AQUA ZINC1 VTTRIOLATI; 

vulgo 

AQUA VITRIOLICA. 

lf r a ter of •vitriolaied zinc. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Vitriolated zinc, fixteen grains j 
Water, eight ounces; 

Diluted vitriolic acid, fixteen 
drops. 

Difiolve the vitriol in the water, 
afterwards add the acid; and 
filter through paper. 

For the medical virtues of thefe 
preparations, fee Vitriolum 
Alstjm, and Zincum, Materia 
Medica. 


SECT. VIII. 

Preparations of Mercury. 

M ERCURY, or quickfilver, is very difficultly) into a red pow- 
a ponderous metallic fluid, dery fubftance. It diffolves in the 
totally volatile in a fixong fire, and nitrous acid, is corroded by the 
calcinable by a weaker one (though vitriolic, but not afted on by the 
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marine in its liquid date. It ne- 
v erthelefs may be combined with 
this lad, if fkilfully applied in the 
form of fume. Quickfilver unites, 
hy trituration, with earthy, un<du- 
°us, reiinous, and fimilar fub- 
ftances, fo as to lofe its fluidity : 
triturated with fulphur, it forms a 
hlack mafs, which by fublimation 
changes into a beautiful red one. 

We have given an account of 
the general mode of operation of 
mercury in the Materia Medica: 
We mud now therefore proceed to 
enumerate its preparations, and 
make Inch obfervations as their 
nature, or fpecific adlion may re¬ 
quire. 

HYDRARGYRUS PURIFI- 
CATUS; 
formerly 

ARGENTI VIVI PURIFI- 
CATIO. 

Purified quickfilver. 

Loud. 

Take of 

Quickfilver, 

Filings of iron,—of each four 
pounds. 

Rub them together, and diflil from 

an iron veflel. 

If a glafs retort be made ufe of 
for this operation, it ought to have 
a low body, and a long neck ; and 
the neck Ihould be considerably in¬ 
clined downwards, fo as to allow 
the elevated mercury a quick de¬ 
scent. The receiver Ihould be 
filled almoit to the neck of the re¬ 
tort with water; the ufe of this is 
tiot to condenfe, but to cool, the 
diddling quickfilver, led, falling 
hot upon the bottom, it Ihould 
c mck the glafs. The didillation 
may be more conveniently per¬ 
formed in an iron retort, or an iron 
pot fitted with a head. * 

Tlie fire Ihould be raifed no 
higher than is fufticient to elevate 
the mercury ; for certain mineral 
’ubftances, which are laid to be 
fametimes mixed with it, prove in 


of Mercury. 

part volatile in a degree of heat 
not much greater than that in 
which mercury difiils. 

HYDRARGYRUS ACETA- 
TUS. 

Acetated quick fiver. 

Loud, and Edinb . 

Take of 

Purified quickfilver. 

Diluted nitrous acid,—of each 
half a pound ; 

Acetated kali, three ounces; 
Warm diddled water, two pints, 
or two pounds and an half. 
Mix the nitrous acid with the 
quickfilver in a glafs veflel, and 
diged with a gentle heat for 
twenty-four hours, that the 
quickfilver may be diffolved. 
Pour this nitrated quickfilver 
into a folution of the acetated 
kali previoufly madeinwarm wa¬ 
ter (heated to about 90 degrees), 
and the acetated quickfilver 
is precipitated. Wafli this firft 
with cold diddled water, and then 
diflblve it in as much boding 
diddled water as is fufficient for 
the purpofe. filter the folu¬ 
tion through paper, and fet it 
afide to crydallife. 

This is confidered as the mild- 
ed of the preparations of the mer¬ 
curial falts ; and is faid to be the 
bafis of Keyser’s pilLs. It may 
be given like calomel in dofes of 
a few grains, in fimilar diforders 
and intentions. 

HYDRARGYRUS CUM 
CRETA; 

( vulgo 

MeRCURITTS AI.CALIZATUS, 
Quickfilver with chalk. 

Loud. 

Take of 

Pure quickfilver, three ounces; 
Prepared chalk, five ounces. 
Grind them together in a glafs 
mortar, till the mercurial glo¬ 
bules difappear. 

The medicine, when duly pre¬ 
pared, is an tfieful alterative; and 
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may be given, in cutaneous or vene¬ 
real cafes, from two or three grains 
to a fcruple. 

MERCURIUS SACCHA- 
RATUS. 

Sugared mercury. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Pure quickfilver, 

Brown fugar-candy,—of each 
half an ounce ; 

Elfential oil of juniper berries, 
fixteen drops. 

Grind them together in a glafs 
mortar, until the mercury ceafes 
to appear. 

The elfential oil, here added, is 
faid to be a very ufeful ingredient; 
not only promoting the extinction 
of the quickfilver (which however 
is hill not a little difficult and tedi¬ 
ous), but likewife improving the 
medicine. The intention, in this 
and the foregoing pro celt, is only 
to divide the mercury by the in¬ 
terpolation of other bodies; for 
when thus managed (as already ob¬ 
served) it has very powerful ef¬ 
fects-, though, whilft undivided, it 
feems to be altogether inactive. 
Sugar alone apparently anfwers this 
intention; but, on the commix¬ 
ture of aqueous fluids, the fugar 
dilTolves by itfelf, leaving the mer¬ 
cury to run together again in its 
original form. The addition of 
the oil is faid in great meafure to 
prevent this inconvenience. The 
dofe of this medicine, as an altera¬ 
tive, is from two of three grains to 
a fcruple. 

HYpRARGYRUS CUM SUL- 
PHURE. 

Lond. 

BYDRARGY RU S SULPHU¬ 
RATES NIGER. 

Edinb. 

formerly 

ALTHIOPS MINER ALTS. 

Ouickjiher with fuiphur. 

Lond. 


Purified quickfilver, 

Flowers of fuiphur, — of each 
one pound. 

Grind them together, in a glafs or 
(tone mortar, until the globules 
1 difappear. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Purified quickfilver, 

Flowers of fuiphur,—each equal 
weights. 

Grind them together in a glafs 
or (Tone mortar, with a glafs 
peftle, till the mercurial globules 
totally difappear. 

An aethiops is made alfo with a 
double quantity of mercury. 

The union of the mercury and 
fuiphur might be greatly facilitated 
by the affiftance of a little warmth. 
Some are accuftomed to make this 
preparation in a very expeditious 
manner, by melting the fuiphur 
in an iron ladle, then adding the 
quickfilver, and ftirring them to¬ 
gether till the mixture be complet¬ 
ed. The final! degree of heat here 
fuffieient, cannot reafonably be 
fuppofed to do any injury to fub- 
ftances, which have already under¬ 
gone pnuch greater fires, not only 
in the extraction from their ores, 
but likewife in the purifications of 
them direCTed in the Pharmaco- 
pceia, for making the hydrargyrus 
jidphuratus ruber. In the procefs, 
they are expofed in conjunction 
to a (trong fire, without fufpicion 
of the compound’s receiving any 
ill quality from it. Thus much 
is certain, that the ingredients are 
more perfectly united by heat, 
than by the degree of the triture 
dually bellowed upon them. From 
the aethiops prepared by triture, 
part of the mercury is apt to be 
lpued out on making it into an 
eleCtary or pills. From that made 
by fire, no reparation is obferved 
to happen. 

Quickfilver with fuiphur is one 
of the mod inactive of the mer* 
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c Urial preparations. Some prac¬ 
titioners have boldly afferted its 
poffelfing extraqrdinary virtues j 
a »d molt people imagine it a me¬ 
dicine of fome efficacy. But what 
benefit is to be expected from it 
m the common doles of eight or 
ten grains, or a fcruple, may be 
judged hence, that it has been 
taken in doles of feveral drams, 
a nd continued for a conliderable 
time, without producing any re¬ 
markable effeCt. Sulphur emi- 
Uently abates the power of all the 


more active minerals, and feems 
Co be at the fame time reftrained by 
them from operating in the body 
J tfeif. Boerhaave, who is in gene- 
mi fufficientiy liberal in the com¬ 
mendation of medicines, difap- 
pi'oves the aethiops in very ftrong 
terms. “ It cannot enter the ab- 
“ forbent velfels, the laCteals or 
“ lymphatics; but paffes directly 
c ‘ through the inteftinai tube, 
“ where it may happen to deftrov 
“ worms, if it operate luckily. 
‘ They are deceived who expeCt 
'[ any other effects from it; at leaf! 
‘ I could never find them. I am 
afraid, it is unwarily given, in 
fuch large quantities, to children 
1 and perfons of tender conftitu- 
tions. As being a foreign mafs, 
1 unconquerable by the body, it is 
the more to be lufpeCted, fince 
it there continues long, fluggifh 
and inaflive. it does not raife 
‘ a falivation, becaufe it cannot 
“ tome into the blood. Who 
£ ! bno.vs the effeCts of a fub- 
t bailee, which, fo long as it re- 
t * mains compounded, feems no 
more aCtive than any ponderous 
bifipid earth ?” The black ful- 
phurated quickfilver, with a dou- 
proportion of mercury, now 
re ceived into the Edinburgh Phar¬ 
macopoeia, has a greater chance of 
operating as a mercurial; and pro- 
bably the quantity of mercury 


might be ftill further increafed to 
advantage. 

HYDRARGYRUS PRAICI- 
PITATUS CINEREUS; 

•vulgo ■ 

Puevis Mercurii Cinereus- 
djh-cohured precipitated, quickjilver. 

TLdinb. 

Take 

Quickfilver, 

Dilute nitrous acid, — of each 
equal weights. 

Mix them fo that the quickfilver 
may diffolve ; dilute the folution 
with pure water, and add of 
water of ammonia, as much as 
will be fufficient totally to free 
the quickfilver from the acid.: 
then let the matter precipitated 
be walked with pure water, and 
dried. 

This is a calx of quickfilver 
precipitated from its folution in. 
the nitrous acid, by the volatile 
alkali; and the liquor is a true 
nitrous ammonia. And thefe pre¬ 
cipitates from the nitrous acid are 
more complete calces, than thdfe 
from any other menftruum, be- 
caufe of the great attraction the 
nitrous acid has for phlogifton, 
and the ready difpofition to part 
with its fixed air. However, great 
care ffiould be taken that there 
11 ) on Id be neither too great nor 
too frnall a proportion of nitrous 
acid in completing the folution. 
This precipitate has been much 
celebrated for the cure of venereal 
affeCtions; and from the experi¬ 
ence of feveral refpeCtable prac¬ 
titioners, it has been proved to be 
a very valuable preparation of 
quickfilver. 

It may be given in dofes of from 
one to fix or feven grains; and 
gradually increafed according to 
its effeCts. 

HYDRARGYRUS SULPHUR A- 
TUS RUBER; 

formerly 
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CINNABAR IS FACTITIA. 

Red fulphur ated quickjihver . 

Lond . 

Take of 

Purified quickfilver, forty 
ounces; 

Sulphur, eight ounces. 

Melt the fulphur, and mix into it 
the quickfilver. If the mixture 
happen to catch flame, extin- 
guifli it by covering the veflel. 
The matter is afterwards to be 
reduced into powder, and fub- 
limed. 

It has been cufiomary to order a 
larger quantity of fulphur than here 
tliredfed; but thefe fmaller pro¬ 
portions anfwer better; for, the lefs 
fulphur, the finer coloured is the 
cinnabar. 

As foon as the mercury and ful¬ 
phur begin to unite, a confiderable 
explofion frequently happens, and 
the mixture is very apt to take fire, 
efpecially if the procefs be fome- 
what hafiily conducted. This ac¬ 
cident tl>e operator will have pre¬ 
vious notice of, from the matter’s 
fwelling up, and growing fuddenly 
confident. As foon as this hap¬ 
pens, the veflel muft be immediate¬ 
ly dole covered. 

During the fublimation, care 
mult be taken that the matter rife 
not into the neck of the veflel, fo 
as to block up and burfl the glafs. 
To prevent this, a wide-necked 
bqlt-head, or rather an oval earth¬ 
en jar, coated, Ihouid be chofen 
for the fubliming veflel. If the 
former be employed, it will be 
convenient to introduce, at times, 
an iron wire, fomewhat heated, in 
order to be the better allured that 
the paflage is not blocking up; the 
danger of which may be prevented, 
by cautioufly railing the veflel 
higher from the fire. 

If the'lngredients were pure, no 
faeces will remain. In fuch cafe, 
the fublimation may be known to 
be over, by introducing a wire as 


before, and feeling the bottom of 
the veflel, which will then be per¬ 
fectly fmooth. If any roughnefs 
or inequalities be perceived, either 
the mixture was impure, or the 
fublimation is not completed; if 
the latter be the cafe, the wire will 
foon be covered with the rifing 
cinnabar. 

The preparers of cinnabar in 
large quantity employ earthen jars, 
which in fiiape pretty much re¬ 
semble an egg. Thefe are of dif¬ 
ferent fizes, according to the quan¬ 
tity intended to be made at one 
fublimation, which fometimes a- 
mounts to two hundred weight. The 
jar is ufually coated from the fmall 
end, almoft to the middle, to pre¬ 
vent its breaking, from the ve-> 
hemence or irregularity of the 
fire. The greater part, which is 
placed uppermoft, not being re¬ 
ceived within the furnace, has no 
occafion for this defence. The 
whole fecret, with regard to this 
procefs, is (i) the management of 
the fire, which fhould be fo ftrong 
as to keep the matter continually 
fubliming to the upper part of the 
jar, without coming out of its 
mouth, which is covered with an 
iron plate; ( 2 ) to put into the 
fubliming veflel only fmall quan¬ 
tities of the mixture at a time. 

A method is mentioned in the 
Practical Chemiftry of making cin¬ 
nabar without fublimation, by agi¬ 
tating or digefting me’rcury in the 
volatile tindhire of fulphur, already 
deferibed. I have found a ful- 
phureous liquor, more eafily pre¬ 
parable, to have a like effe<T The 
folution for lac fulphuris will, with 
fome addrefs, fucceed. 

The principal ufe of cinnabar is 
as a pigment. It was formerly held 
in great efteem as a medicine, in 
cutaneous foulneffes, gouty and rheuma¬ 
tic pains , epileptic cafes , & c. but, of 
late, it has lofi much of its reputa¬ 
tion. It appears to be nearly fimi- 
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ar to the black fulphurated quick- 
] l y er, already fpokenof. C artheu- 
s Er relates, that having giving 
^nnabar in large quantities to a 
it produced no fenfible effe<ft, 
tit was partly voided along with 
ne faces unaltered, and partly 
f°Und entire in the ftomach and 
Jn teftines upon opening the ani- 
^al. The celebrated F REDERICK 
Coffman, a ft er bellowing high 
^Hcomiums on this preparation, as 
^ av ing, in many inftances within 
own knowledge, perfectly cured 
Wepfics and vertigoes from contu- 
|i°ns of the head (where it is pro- 
b nble, however, that the cure did 
Jl °t fo much depend upon the cin- 
lla bar, as on the fpontaneous reco- 
? e /y of the parts from the external 
llJ jury), obferves, that the large re¬ 
flated dofes, necefiary for having 
effect, can be borne only 
^’iiere the firft pafiages are ftrong ; 
* n d that if the fibres of the ftomach 
inteftines be lax and flaccid, 
ne cinnabar, accumulated and con- 
^' r eting with the mucous matter of 
£ ,e parts, occafions great oppref- 
, 0f i; which feems to be an ac- 
Howledgtflent that the cinnabar is 
ot _fubdued by the powers of di- 
& e jiion, and has no proper medici- 
aftivity. There are indeed 
c ? rne inftances of the daily ufe of 
f .^Habar’s having brought on a 
. Iy ation: perhaps becaufe the 
ffinabar, made ufe of in thole 
contained a lefts proportion 
, sulphur than the forts common- 
% fTle ' : with. The regulus of anti- 
n y-< and even white arfenic , when 
0 ^ rtl bined with a certain quantity 
th • Cornmon fulphur, feem to have 
0 ei1 .deleterious power deftroyed : 
th * e P arat ing more and more of 
yf mlphur, they exert more and 
do ^ t ^ ieir proper virulence. It 
fu ' es not feem unreafonable to pre- 
f bat quickfilver may have its 
i y ny varied in like manner; that, 

‘ e n perfectly fatiated with ful¬ 


phur, it may be inert; and that, 
when the quantity of fulphur is 
more and more leffened, the com¬ 
pound may have greater and greater 
degrees of the proper efficacy of 
mercurials. 

Cinnabar is fometimes ufed in 
fumigations againft venereal ulcers in 
the nofe , mouth , and throat. Half a 
dram of it burnt, the fume being 
imbibed with the breath, has occa- 
fioned a violent falivation. This 
efifeft is by no pneans owing to the 
medicine as cinnabar. When fet 
on fire, it is no longer a mixture of 
mercury and fulphur, but mercu¬ 
ry refolved into fume, and blended 
in part with the volatile vitriolic 
acid ; in either of which circum- 
ftances, this mineral, as already ob- 
ferved, has very powerful effects. 
SOLUTIO HYDRARGYRI 
SIMPLEX. 

Simple J<Hut ion of quickfilver* 
Take of 

Pure quickfilver, one dram ; 
Gum arabic, two drams. 

Rub them together in a ftone mor¬ 
tar ; adding, very gradually, di 
ftilied water of fumitory, till the 
quickfilver thoroughly difappear 
in the mucilage. 

After they have been thus rubbed 
together, and perfeftly mixed, 
add 

Syrup of kermes, half an ounce ; 
Diftilled water of fumitory, eight 
on nces. 

This is Plenck’s fimple mercu¬ 
rial folution, which will be eafily 
prepared, and become a more ele¬ 
gant medicine, if, inftead of gum 
arabic, the mucilage of gum traga- 
canth—inftead of fvrup of kermes, 
honey, or fyrup of white poppy— 
for water of fumitory role water, 
are made ufe of. ’ 

This, however, is certainly a 
good preparation of quickfilver, in- 
afmuch as it has been found that 
quickfilver, mixed with mucilagi¬ 
nous fubftances in this form, is not 
Ii 
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likely to produce diarrhoea, or fa¬ 
ll vation ; the mucilage tending to 
prevent its aftion on the inteftines 
and falivary glands to a remarkable 
degree. 

This compound is not fuppofed 
to be the globules of quickfilver 
minutely divided, fo as to become 
imperceptible, and diffufed through 
the mucilaginous liquid ; but a true 
calx of quickfilver formed by tri¬ 
turation. Hence, much depends on 
the operation for completely per- 
feHing this compofition ; a more 
certain medicine, it has been faid, 
may be formed, by minutely mix¬ 
ing a determinate quantity of the 
hydrargyrus prascipitatus cinereus, 
with mucilaginous and other acid 
fubftances. 

HYDRARGYRUS CALCINA- 
TUS; 

formerly 

MERCURIUS CALCINATUS. 

Calcbied quickfilver. 

Lond. 

Take of purified quickfilver, one 
pound. 

Expofe the quickfilver, in a fiat-bot¬ 
tomed glafs cucurbit, to a fand- 
heat of 600 degrees, until it be¬ 
comes a red powder. 

This preparation is one of the moft 
aftive preparations of quickfilver, 
and by fome highly efteemed in vene¬ 
real cafes, and fuppofed to be the 
moft efficacious and certain of all the 
mercurials. It may be advantageoul- 
ly given in conjuftion with opi¬ 
ates. A bolus or pill, containing 
from half a grain to two grains of this 
calx, and a quarter or half a grain 
or more of opium, with the addi¬ 
tion of fome warm aromatic ingre¬ 
dient, may be taken every night. 
Thus managed, it adds mildly, 
though powerfully, as an alterative 
and diaphoretic. Given by itfelf 
in larger dofes, as four or five 
grains, it proves a rough emetic 
and cathartic. 


HYDRARGYRUS NITRATUS 
RUBER; 

Lond. Edin. 

formerly 

MERCURIUS CORROSIVUS 
RUBER; 

Lond. 

MERCURIUS CORROSIVUS 
PRALCIP 1 TATUS; 

Edinb. 

Red nitrated quickfilver. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Purified quickfilver, 

Nitrous acid,—of each a pound J 
Muriatic acid, one dram by 
weight. 

Mix them in a glafs vefi'el and dif- 
folve the quickfilver in a fand 
bath; then raife the fire until 
the matter forms into red crys¬ 
tals. 

Edinb. 

Take of 
Quickfilver, 

Diftilled nitrous acid,—of each* 
a pound. 

Let the quickfilver be difiolved and 
the folution evaporated by a flo^ 
fire, into a dry, white mafs ; 
which being powdered and pv^ 
into a glafs cucurbit, and fub- 
jedled to a fire gradually increas¬ 
ed, the matter muft be conftant- 
ly ftirred with a glafs rod, that it 
may be heated equally, until a 
little of it, taken out with a gla'S 
fpoon, and cooled, exhibits red 
fhinirrg fcales; then let the vef- 
fel be removed from the fire. 
The marine acid, ordered in th<j 
fir ft procefs, difpofes the mercurial 
calx to aflume the bright fparklinl? 
look admired in it; which, though 
perhaps no advantage to it as a ru e- 
dicine, ought neverthelefs to be in* 
lifted on by the buyer as a mark o 
its goodnefs and ftrength. As loot* 
as the matter has gained this ap¬ 
pearance, it fliould be immediate!; 
removed from the fire, otherwife 1 
will foon lofe itagain. Theprepara- 
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* l0n of this red nitrated quickfilver, 
ln perfection, is fuppofed by fome 
to be a fecret not known to our 
c hemifts; fo that we are under a 
£ e ceflity of importing it from a- 
croad. This reflection feems to be 
founded on mi {information. We 
sometimes indeed receive confiden¬ 
ce quantities from Holland ; but 
this depends upon the ingredients 
being commonly cheaper there than 
^ith us, and not upon any fecret 
the manner of the preparation. 
This preparation is an efcharolic , 
ail d, in this intention, is frequently 
employed by the furgeons, with 
^oguentum refin® flavae, and other 
h r eflings, fo r confirming fungous fiefii 
in ulcers , and the like purpofes. It 
fubjeCt to great uncertainty in 
Point of ftrength; more or lefs of 
*he acid exhaling, according to the 
^gree and continuance of the fire, 
f he befi criterion of its ftrength , as 
a h‘eady obferved, is its brilliant ap- 
'P c arance; which is alfo the mark 
°f its genuinenefs. If mixed with 
minium, which it is fometimes faid 
*° he, the duller hue will difcover the 
a ^uf e . This admixture may be 
more certainly detected by means 
°h fire. The mercurial part will 
totally evaporate, leaving the mini¬ 
um behind. 

Some have ventured to give this 
^dicine internally, in venereal, fcro- 
PJulous , and other obflinate chronic 
“'/orders, in dofes of two or three 
Stains, and more. But certainly 
ae milder mercurials, properly 
^, aria g e d, are ca p a kj e 0 f anfwering 
. that can be expeCted from this ; 
Hthout occafioning violent anxie- 
! es > tormina of the bowels, and o- 
fher ill 

confequences, which the 
management can fcarcely pre- 
y ent this corrofive preparation from 
°metimes dcpng. The chemifls 
ave contrived many methods of 
^orreCling and rendering it milder, 
7 divefting it of a portion of the 
*cid; but to no very good purpofe, 


as they either leave the medicine 
ftill too corrofive, or render it fimi- 
lar to others which are procurable 
at an eafief rate. 

MERCURIUS CORALLI^US. 

Coralline mercury. 

Pour on nitrated quickfilver about 
thrice its weight of rectified fpi- 
rit of wine, and digeft them to¬ 
gether, with a gentle heat, for 
two or three days, frequently 
fhaking the vellel. Then fet 
fire to the fpirit, keeping the 
powder continually Birring till 
all the fpirit is burnt away. 

It is fuppofed, that all the more 
violent preparations of this kind, 
compofed of metallic bodies united 
with acids, are rendered milder by 
digeftion in fpirit of wine; the 
acid being dulcified, or in part ab- 
forbed by the fpirit. This evi¬ 
dently happens in fome cafes, 
where the proportion of acid is 
large, or fufficient to render the 
compound foluble in water: but 
that it happens equally in others, X 
cannot affirm. Thus much is cer¬ 
tain, that the mercurius corallinus, 
whether from this caufe, or barely 
from fome of the acid’s being diffi- 
pated by the heat of the burning 
fpirit, proves confiderably milder 
than the nitrated quickfilver was at 
firft. It is ftill, however, a medi¬ 
cine of great activity, and feems to 
be fcarce fufficiently fafe for inter¬ 
nal ufe. A few grains of it gene¬ 
rally prove cathartic or emetic , and 
fometimes occafion violent fymptoms. 

HYDRAGYRUS MURIATUS; 

Lond. 

HYDRAGYRUS MURIATUS 
CORROSIVUS; 

Edin. 

vulgo 

MERCURIUS CORROSIVUS 
SUBLIMATUS, vel ALBUS. 
Muriated , or corrofive muriated quick* 
ftlver. 

Lond, 

Take of 
J i a 
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Purified quickfilver, two pounds; 
"Vitriolic acid, thirty ounces; 
Dried fea-fait, four pounds. 

Mix the quickfilver with vitriolic 
acid in a glafs veflel, and boil in 
a fand-heat, to drynefs. Mix it 
when cold with the fea-falt in a 
glafs vefiel; then fublime in a 
glafs cucurbit, with a heatgradu- 
allyraifed ; and laltly, feparate the 
fublimed matter from the fcoria. 

Edin. 

Take of 
Quickfilver, 

Dilute' nitrous acid, — of each, 
four ounces; 

Dried fea-falt, 

Vitriolated iron,— of each, five 
ounces. 

Let the quickfilver be difiolved in 
the nitrous acid, and the folution 
evaporated to a perfectly dry 
mafs ; then add the fea-falt, and 
vitriolated iron. When well 
rubbed and mixed together, let 
them be put into a phial, which 
they will about half fill; and 
fublimed from land, firft with a 
gentle fire, which mud be after¬ 
wards gradually increafed. 
Boththefe preparations confift on¬ 
ly of mercury and the acid of the 
fea fait united together. In the latter 
procefs, the materials being mixed 
and expo fed to the fire, firft the vi¬ 
triol parts with its acid; which, dif- 
lodging thofe of th^nitre and ma¬ 
rine fait, takes their place. The 
marine acid, refolvedinto fume ana 
affifted by the nitrous, diffolves the 
mercury how alfo ftronglv heated. 
This acid, though it very difficultly 
afts on mercury, yet when thus 
once united with it, is more ftrong- 
ly retained thereby than any other 
acid. The nitrous fpirit, there¬ 
fore, having nothing to retain it 
(for its own bafis, and that of the 
fea-falt are both occupied by the 
vitriolic; and that which the vi¬ 
triolic forfook to unite with thefe, 
is now fcarpely combinable with 


it), arifes; leaving the mercury 
and marine acid to fublime toge¬ 
ther, when the heat (hall be ftrong 
enough to elevate them. Some 
fmall portion of the marine fpirit 
arifes along with the nitrous ; and 
hence this compound acid has been 
employed, formerly, for making the 
red corrofive. 

It appears, therefore, that the vi¬ 
triol, and bafes of the nitre and fea- 
falt, are of no further ufe in this 
procefs, than as convenient inter¬ 
media for facilitating the union of 
the mercury with the marine acids. 
They likewife ferve to afford a flip- 
port for the fublimate to reft upon, 
which thus affumes the form it is 
expected in, that of a placenta or 
cake. 

There are fundry other ways of 
making this preparation, or of com¬ 
bining mercury with the marine a- 
cid; but that adopted by the Lon¬ 
don college is one, at leaft, of the 
beft. For there, mercury, corrod¬ 
ed by the vitriolic acid into a white 
mafs, is mixed with an equal quan¬ 
tity of fea-falt and fet to fublime; 
the vitriolic acid will quit the mer¬ 
cury to unite with the bafis of the 
fea-falt; and the acid of the fea- 
falt, now fet at liberty, will unite 
with the mercury, and fublime 
with it into the compound requir¬ 
ed. The difeovery of this method 
is generally attributed to Boulduc; 
though it is found alfo in Kunc- 
KEl’s Laboratorium Chymicum . 

If the mercury be corroded by 
the nitrous, inftead of the vitriolic 
acid; the event will be the fame; 
that acid equally quitting the mer¬ 
cury, and fetting loofe the marine; 
and the fublimate made by this 
method is the fame with the fore¬ 
going; but as the quantity of fixt 
matter is fmall, it difficultly af¬ 
fumes the form of a cake. It re¬ 
quires, indeed, fame fkill in the o- 
perator, to give it this appearance 
when either procefs is .followed. 
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^hen large quantities are made, 
{ his form may be eafily obtained, 
°y placing the matrafs no deeper in 
the fand than the furface of the 
fatter contained in it; and remov- 
ln g a little of the fand from the 
hdes of the glafs, as foon as the 
holers begin to appear in the 
ne ck ; when the heat ftiould like- 
'vife be fomewhat lowered, and 
n ot at all raifed during the whole 
procefs. The fublimation is known 
to be completed when the edges of 
the cryftalline cake, which will 
form upon the furface of the caput 
tnortuum, appear fmooth and even, 
a nd a little removed from it. 

Our apothecaries rarely, and few 
ev en of the chemifts, attempt the 
taking of this preparation them- 
felves; greateft part of what is 
ttfed among us comes from Venice 
an d Holland. This foreign fub- 
hrnate has been reported to be 
adulterated with arfenic. Some 
a ffirm that this dangerous fraud 
**ay be difcovered by the fubli- 
l5l ate’s turning black on being 
^oiftened with the alkaline ley; 
' v hich by others is denied. As this 
Point feemed of fome importance 
to be determined, I made fun dry 
ex periments with this view, which 
Convinced me of the infufficiency 
°f alkalies for difcovering arfenic. 
■^Ikaline ley, poured into a folu- 
t] °n of pure arfenic, and into a 
piixture of the two folutions in dif- 
ere nt proportions, produced no 
tdacknefs in any : and though the 
fublimate, and the mixtures 
?. with arfenic, exhibited f>me 
differences in thefe trials, yet thefe 
differences were neither fo conflant, 
jior f 0 ffrongly marked, as to be 
aj d down, univerfally, for criteria 
. the prefenct or abfence of arfe- 
jpc. Different fpecimens of fub- 
iJ riate, known to be pure, differed 
^°nfiderably in this refpedl; pro- 
H-bly from their holding a little 
or lefs mercury in proportion 
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to the acid, or from their retaining 
fome fmall portion of thofe acids 
which were employed in the pre¬ 
paration as intermedia. 

Some chemifts deny the pra&i- 
cabilitv of this adulteration. There 
is a procefs, common in books of 
cbemiftry, wherein fublimate and 
arfenic being mixed together and 
fet to fublime, they do not arife in 
one mafs, or yield any thing fimi- 
lar to the preparation here intend¬ 
ed : the arfenic abforbs the acid of 
the fublimate, and is reduced there¬ 
by into a liquid or butyraceous 
conliftence; while the mercury, 
thus freed from the acid, diftils in 
its running form : if the quantity 
of arfenic be infufficient to decom¬ 
pound the whole of the fublimate, 
the remainder of the fublimate con¬ 
cretes diftinift from the arfenical 
butter. Whence they conclude, 
that arfenic and fublimate cannot 
be united together into a cryftalline 
cake, the form in winch this pre¬ 
paration is brought to us. 

The above experiment is not 
altogether decifive; for though 
arfenic and fulphur do not a flu me 
the required < form by the common 
procefs, it is poflible they may by 
fome other management. It will 
therefore be proper to point out 
means for the fa.isfa&ion of thofe 
who may be defirous of convincing 
themfelves of the genuinenefs of 
this important preparation. Let 
fome of the fublimate, powdered in 
a glafs mortar, be well mixed with 
twice its weight of black flux, and 
a little filings or fliavings of iron : 
put the mixture into a crucible ca¬ 
pable of holding four or five times 
as much ; give a gradual fire till 
the ebullition ceafes, and then 
haftily increafe it to a white heat. 
If no fumes of the garlic fmell can 
be perceived during the procefs; 
and if the particles of iron retain 
their form, without any of them 
being melted ; I think we may be 
I i 3 
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fecure that the mixture contained 
no arfenic. 

Sublimate is a mod: violent 
corrofive, prefently corrupting and 
deftroying all the parts of the body 
it touches. A folution of it in wa¬ 
ter, in the proportion of about a 
dram to a quart, is made ufe of for 
keeping dozen proud flejh , and clcavfng 
foul ulcers , and a more dilute folu¬ 
tion as a cofmetic , and for deftroying 
cutaneous infeds. But a great deal of 
caution i? requifite even in thefe 
external ufes of it. % 

Some have neverthelefs Ventured 
to give it internally, in the dofe of 
one-tenth or one-eighth of a grain. 
.Bqerhaave relates, that if a grain 
of it be diffolved in an ounce or 
more of water, and a dram of this 
folution, foftened with fyrup of vi¬ 
olets, taken twice or thrice a day, 
it will perform wonder# in many 
reputed incurable diftempers; but 
particularly cautions us not to ven¬ 
ture upon it, unlefs the method of 
managing it be well known. 

Sublimate diffolved in vinous 
fpirits has of late been given inter¬ 
nally in larger dofes; from a quar¬ 
ter of a grain to half a grain. This 
method of ufing it was brought in¬ 
to vogue by baron Van Swiet.hn 
at Vienna, particularly for venereal 
maladies 5 and feveral trials of it 
have been made in this kingdom 
alfo with fuccefs. Eight grains of 
the fublimate are diffolved in fix- 
teen ounces of rectified fpirit of 
wine or proof fpirit5 the rectified 
fpirit diffolves it more perfectly, 
and feerns to make the medicine 
milder in its operation, than the 
proof fpirit of the original prefcrip- 
tion of Van Swieten. Of this folu¬ 
tion, dofes from one to two fpoon- 
fuls, that is, from half an ounce to 
an ounce, are given twice a day, 
and continued till all the fymp- 
toms are removed; obferving to 
ufe a low diet, with plentiful dilu¬ 
tion, other wile the fublimate is apt 


to purge, and gripe feverely. It 
generally purges more or lefs at the 
beginning , but afterwards feerns to 
operate chiefly by urine and perfpi- 
ration. 

Sublimate confifts of mercury 
united with a large quantity of ma¬ 
rine acid. There are two general 
methods of deftroying its corrofive 
quality, and rendering it mild ; 
combining with it fo much frelh 
mercury as the acid is capable of 
taking up, and feparating a part of 
the acid by means of alkaline falts, 
and the like. On the firft princi¬ 
ple, calomel is formed ; on the lat¬ 
ter, white precipitate. 

SOLUTIO HYDRARGYRI 
MURIATI. 

vul%o 

SOLUTIO MERCURII COR- 
ROS 1 VI SUBLIMATE 

Solution of muriated quickflver. 
Take of 

Muriated quickfilver, fix grains; 

Sal ammoniac, twelve grains ; 

Diflolve in a pound of diftilled 
water ; 

If hard water be 11 fed for this 
purpofe, the folution fullers a kind 
of decompofition, from the nitrous 
felenite of the water. 

A folution of muriated quick¬ 
filver, and fal ammoniac, in a 
fmall proportion of water, ufed to 
be mixed with bread, ftarch, or 
wheat flower, and given in form of 
pills, and was considered a fafe and 
pleafant way of adminiftering this 
powerful medicine, as the difagree- 
able tafte of the muriated quick¬ 
filver was avoided, and the quan¬ 
tity given at each dofe could b e 
accurately afcertained: plentiful 
dilution was alfo recommended, 

during the continuance of this ex¬ 
hibition. See the article Fills, 
where will be found a particular 
formula. 

This folution may be alfo uft'd 
for wafhing venereal and other 
fores ; and, where it is found t° 0 
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^crid for that purpofe, it may be 
°wered by the addition of a little 
^ater. 

CALOMELAS. 

Yj bond. 

^YDRARGYRUS muriatus 
MITIS. 

Edinb. 


^ERC URius° r *DU] 


DULCIS 
LIMATUS. 

Calomel. 

Lond. 


SUB- 


one 


^ake of 

Muriated quickfilver, 
pound ; 

Eurified quickfilver, nine 
^ ounces; 

them together till the glo¬ 
bules difappear, and fubiime ;— 
then rub ail together again, and 
fubiime ; and in the fame man¬ 
ner repeat the fublimation four 
times; afterwards, rub the mat¬ 
ter to a fine powder, and wa(h 
11 with boiling diftilled water. - 
•v, Edinb. 

bake of 

Muriated quick-filver, reduced 
to powder in a glafs mortar, 
four ounces ; 

Eure quick-filver, three ounces 
- aiK l an half; 

‘ Ex them well together, by long 
trituration, in a glafs or marble 
Mortar, until the quick-filver 
Ce afes to appear. Put the pow- 
ber into an oblong phial, of fuch 
a fiae, that only one third of it 
•pay be filled; and fubiime it 
j!°m a (and heat. When the fub- 
I'mation is finifhed, let the phial 
- >e broken, and the red powder 
a bout the bottom, and the white 
"bout the neck, both thrown 
away, but the remaining mafs 
•ublimed three or four times, 
an d reduced into a very fine 
powder. 

j. b be trituration of corrofive fub- 
with quick-filver is a very 
° Xl °us operation. For it is almofi: 


impoflible, by any care, to prevent 
the lighter particles of the former 
from arifing, fo as to affe£t the 
operator’s eyes and mouth. It is 
neverthelefs of the utmoft conie- 
quence, that the ingredients be 
perfectly united before the fubli¬ 
mation is begun. It is necefi'ary to 
pulverife the fublimate, before the 
mercury is added to it; but this 
may be fafely performed, with- a 
little caution; efpecially if, dur¬ 
ing the pulverifation, the matter 
be now and then fprinkled with a 
little fpirit of wine. This addition 
does not at all impede the union of 
the ingredients, or prejudice the 
fublimation : it will be convenient 
not to clofe the top of the fubliming 
velfel with a cap of paper at firlt 
(as is ufually praftifed), but to de¬ 
fer this till the mixture begins to 
fubiime, that the fpirit may efcape. 

The rationale of this procefs de- 
ferves particular attention; and 
the more fo, as a miftaken theory 
herein has been productive of fe- 
veral errors with regard to the ope¬ 
ration of mercurials in general. It 
is fuppofed, that the duicification, 
as it is called, of the muriated quick¬ 
filver, is owing to the fpicula or 
fharp points, on which *ts corro- 
fivenefs depends, being broken and 
worn off by the frequent lublima- 
tions. If this opinion were juft, 
the muriated quick-filver would 
become mild, without any addi¬ 
tion, barely bv repeating the fub¬ 
limation; but this is contrary to all 
experience. The abatement of 
the corrofive quality of the l'ubli- 
mate is entirely owing to the com¬ 
bination of fo much frefti mercury 
with it, as is capable of being 
united; and by whatever means 
this combination is effected, the 
preparation will be fufticiently dul¬ 
cified. Triture promotes the union 
of the two, w hi 1ft fublimation. 
tends rather to difunite them. The 
prudent operator, therefore, will 
I i 4 
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not be foiicitous about feparating 
fuch mercurial globules as appear 
diftindt after the firft fublimation. 
He will endeavour rather to com¬ 
bine them with the reft, by repeat¬ 
ing the triture and digeftion. 

The college of Wirtemberg re¬ 
quire their calomel to be only twice 
lublimed ; and the Auguftan but 
once; and Neumann propofes 
making it dire&ly, by a fingle fdb- 
limation, from the ingredients 
which the muriated quick-filver is 
prepared from, by only taking the 
quick-filver in a larger proportion. 
If the medicine, made after either 
of thefe methods, fhould prove in 
any degfee acrid, water, boiled on 
it for fome time, will dilfolve and 
feparate that part in which its acri¬ 
mony confifts. The marks of the 
preparation being fufficientiv dul¬ 
cified, are, its bang pe>feflly injipid 
to the tafte , and indiffoluble by long 
boiling in water. Whether the wa¬ 
ter, in which it has been boiled, 
has taken up any part of it, may be 
known by dropping into the liquor 
a ley of any fixt alkaline fait, or 
any volatile alkaline fpirit: if the 
deco&ion has any mercurial im¬ 
pregnation. it will grow turbid on 
this addition : if otherwife, it will 
continue limpid. But here care 
muft be taken not to be deceived 
by an extraneous faline matter in 
the water itfelt: moft of the com¬ 
mon fpring waters turn milky on 
the addition of alkalies ; and there¬ 
fore, for experiments of this kind, 
diftilled water, or rain water, ought 
to be ufed. 

Mtrcurius dulcis, feven times 
fubliu ed, has brencommonly called 
Calomelas , and Aquila alba ; names 
which are ( now dropt by the Edin¬ 
burgh college, Calomelas, though yet 
retained by the London college, is 
indeed a very improper name for a 
white preparation, the word imply¬ 
ing a black colour. By grinding 
mercurius dulcis with volatile fpi- 


rits, it becomes blackifti, and this 
perhaps is the true calomel. 

Calomel appears to be one of the 
moft ufeful preparations of this 
mineral : it holds an intermediate 
place between the hyebargyrus ace- 
tatus , which is one of the mildeft 
faline preparations, and hydrargy- 
rus muriatus , one of the moft 
acrid. 

Calomel is confidercd as a good 
Jialagogue , diaphoretic , and alterant; 
is an efficacious medicine fo clear¬ 
ing the hepatic fyjletn , either given 
alone, joined with antimonials, or 
with other of the cholagogues. 
Many of the more elaborate pre¬ 
cedes are no other than attempts 
to produce from mercury fuch a 
medicine as this really is. The 
dofe, for raijing a falivatior/y is ten 
or fifteen grains, taken in the form 
of a bolus or pills, every night or 
oftener, till the ptyalifm begins. 
As an alterant and diaphnrcticy it 
is given in dofes of five or fix 
grains; a purgative being occafi- 
onally interpofed, to prevent its af- 
fediing the mouth. Jt anfwers, 
however, much better, when given 
in (mailer quantities, as one, two, 
or three grains every morning and 
evening, in conjunction with fuch 
fubftances as determine its action 
to the fkin, as the extract or refin 
of guaiacum ; the patient at the 
fame time keeping warm, and 
drinking liberally of warm diluent 
liquors. By this method of ma¬ 
naging it, objlinate cutaneous and 
venereal dijlempers have been fuc- 
cefsfullv cured, without any re¬ 
markable increafe of the fenfibie 
evacuations. 

HYDRARGYRUS MURIATUS 
MfTIS, 

Land, 

HYDRARGYRUS MURIATUS 
PRALCIPITATUS. 

Edinb. 

Mild muriated quick-jilver . 

Lend. 
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Take of 

Purified quickfilver, 

Diluted nitrous acid,—-of each 
half a pound ; 

Mix them in a glafs veflfel, and 
wait until the quickfilver is 
diflblved. Then, in a boiling 
heat, diflolve the nitrated quick¬ 
filver, and pour it out immedi¬ 
ately into a glafs veifel, where 
there is another boiling folution, 
confiding of 

Sea-fi.lt, by weight, four ounces ; 
Diftilled water, eight pints ; 

After the powder has fubfided, let 
the clear liquor which fwims at 
the top be poured off, and the 
remaining powder wafhed with 
hot water, until it becomes infi- 
pid : then let it be dried on fil¬ 
tering paper, with a gentle 
heat. 

TLdinb. 

Take of 

Dilute nitrous acid, eight 
ounces; 

Quick-filver, eight ounces, and 
a little more : 

Pour thefe into a bolt-head, which 
fiet by, loofely flopped, avoid¬ 
ing the vapours. An hour after¬ 
wards, fet the veflel upon heated 
fend, which heat mull be gra¬ 
dually increafed for four hours, 
until the mixture begins to boil 
flightly for a quarter of an hour, 
fh a king in the mean time the vef- 
fel very often. But it is necef- 
farv that a little more quickfil¬ 
ver fhould have been added than 
this can diflolve, that the mixture 
fhould be at leaft perfectly fatu- 
rated. Pour this mixture, whjlft 
warm, into eight pints of boiling 
water, wherein four ounces and 
an half of fea-falt has been dif- 
folved, thoroughly and quickly 
mixing them all together. After 
the matter has fubfided, pour off 
the faline water, and wafh the 
muriated quick-filver, by often 
pouring upon it warm water,and 


this repeated until it becomes 
totally tiftelefs. 

This is fuppofedto poflefs the 
fame virtues as calomel, and is ad- 
miniftered in fimilar doles; but 
it certainly is fomewhat a milder 
preparation. 

It has been fuppofed by fome 
that this medicine was a new in¬ 
vention of Scheeles, intended as a 
cheap fubflitute for calomel, of 
which there is this remark in. the 
laft edition of the London Phar¬ 
macopoeia : “ that it is equal, and 
“ fimilar in every refptct to calomel, 
“ for the muriatic acid here is as 
“ perfedly faturated, and com- 
‘‘ bined with the quick-filver, as 
“ in the more tedious and expen- 
five procefs for the preparation 
“ of calomel.” 

Panacea mercurii. 

Mercurial panacea. 

Take any quantity of levigated 
calomel, and four times as much, 
fpirit of wine. Digeft them to¬ 
gether in a fand-heat for twenty 
days, frequently (baking the vef- 
fel; then pour off the fpirit, 
and dry the powder for ufe. 

This preparation differs very lit¬ 
tle, if at alt, from the foregoing; 
for, as Lemery obferves, the fpi¬ 
rit of wine does not diflolve any 
part of the calomel. Some cbe- 
mifis have therefore recommended 
a proof fpirit, or common water, 
as more fuitable for this purpofe 
than rectified fpirit. If any part in¬ 
deed of the calomel remains not fuf- 
ficiently dulcified, this will he dif- 
folved by boiling in water, and 
confequently the preparation be¬ 
comes milder; but if the calomel 
be well made, even water will have 
no effed upon it; the mercury and 
fpirit of fait being fo clofely united 
to each other, as not to admit of 
any feparation by the means here 
proposed. Nor indeed does good 
mercurius dulcis want any of its 
acid to be taken away, as being 


490 THARMACEUTICAL PREPARATIONS. Part III. 


already fufficiently fafe and mild 
in its operation. The Edinburgh 
college, therefore, who received 
this preparation in former editions 
of their Pharmacopoeia, have now 
reje&ed it. 

CALX HYDRARGYRI ALBA, 

formerly 

MERCURIUS PRALCIPITA- 
TUS ALBUS. 

While calx of quick-fiver . 
Take of 

Muriated quick-filver ; 

Sal ammoniac; 

Water of prepared kali,—of each 
half a pound. 

Biffolve fii'ft the fal ammoniac, and 
afterwards the muriated quick- 
filver, in diftilled water, and then 
add' the water of prepared kali; 
walh the precipitated powder 
till it becomes infipid. 

This preparation is ufed chiefly 
in ointments, in which intention its 
fine white colour is no fmall re¬ 
commendation to it. For internal 
purpofes, it is rarely employed, nor 
is it at all wanted. It is nearly 
fimilar to mercurius dulcis, but 
lefs certain in its effects. Muriated 
quickfilver, as we have already feen, 
confifts of mercury united with a 
large proportion of acid: it is there 
dulcified by adding as much frefh 
mercury as is futficient to fatiate all 
the acid; here, by feparating all 
the acid that is not fatiated. This 
laft way feems an unfrugal one, on 
account not only of the lofs of the 
acid, but of the volatile fpirit ne- 
ceflary for abforbing it. The ope¬ 
rator may, however, if it fliould be 
thought worth while, recover the 
volatile fait from the liquor, by add¬ 
ing to it, after the precipitate has 
been feparated, a proper quantity 
of pot-afll, and diflilling with a 
gentle heat, in the fame manner as 
for the fpirit or volatile fait of fal 
ammoniac; for a true fal ammo¬ 
niac is regenerated, in the precipi¬ 
tation, from the union of the vola¬ 


tile fpirit with the muriatic acid of 
the fublimate. It is by no means 
advifable to ufe the liquor itfelf as 
a folution of fal ammoniac, or to 
feparate the fal ammoniac from it 
by evaporation and cryftallifation, 
as a part of the quickfilver might be 
retained, and communicate danger¬ 
ous qualities: but the volatile fait 
feparated by diftillation may be ufed 
without fear of its containing any 
quickfilver, none of which will a- 
rife with the heat by ■which volatile 
fairs are diftilled. 

Fixt alkalies anfwer as efFerftu- 
ally, for precipitating folutions of 
fublimate, as the volatile. But the 
precipitate, obtained by means of 
the former, inftead of being white 
as with the latter, is generally of a 
reddifh yellow or orange colour. 
If fal ammoniac bedifl'olved along 
with the muriated quick-filver, the 
addition of fixt alkalies will now, 
extricating the volatile alkali of the 
fal ammoniac, occafion as white a 
precipitation, as if the volatile al¬ 
kali had been previoufly feparated 
and employed in its pure ftate. 

The fal ammoniac, befides its 
ufe in the capital intention to 
make a white precipitation, pro¬ 
motes the folution of the fubli¬ 
mate, which, of itfelf, is difficultly, 
and fcarce at all totally foluble by- 
repeated boiling in water. For, 
however fkilfully it is prepared, 
fome part of it will have an under- 
proportion of acid, and confequent- 
ly approach to the ftate of ca¬ 
lomel. A good deal of care is 
requifite in the precipitation. For, 
if too large a quantity of the fixt 
alkaline folution be imprudently 
added, the precipitate will lefe the 
elegant white colour for which it is 
valued. 

This calx is fometiines adulte¬ 
rated with cerufs, which cerufs will 
be left upon burning the fophifti- 
cated compound, as formerly men¬ 
tioned when fpeaking of the adul- 
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teration of bydrargyrus nitratus ru- 

her, with mih.iu.7n. 

HYDRARGYRUS VITRIOLA- 
TUS. 

Lond. TLdiiib . 
i formerly 

MERCURIUS EMETICUS 
FLAVUS. 

Lond. 

TURPETHUM MINERALE. 

Edhib. 

F'itriolatcd quiciflver. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Purified quickfilver, one pound ; 
Vitriolic acid, fifteen ounces; 
Mix them iu a glafs veflel, and 
heat by degrees, until they unite. 
Let the whole be thoroughly 
dried, with a ftrong fire; and 
then pour upon it a large portion 
of hot diftilied water. This 
mafs immediately grows yellow, 
and falls to powder. Then fuf- 
fer it to fettle, pour Off the wa¬ 
ter, and wa(h the powder in feve- 
ral parcels of freflh water, until 
it becomes infipid. 

Liliub. 

Take of 

Quick-filler, four ounces; 
Vitriolic acid, eight ounces: 

Let them be put into a retort, and 
diftilied from a fand bath to 
dryneft ; the white calx left at 
the bottom, be powdered, and 
thrown into warm water. It 
will immediately become of a 
yellow' colour, which it is necef- 
fary to purify by frequent ablu¬ 
tions. 

The quantity of oil of vitriol, 
formerly directed, was double to 
that now employed by the Edin¬ 
burgh college. The reduction now 
made in this article greatly facili¬ 
tates the procefs. 

Bokrhaave direfts this prepa¬ 
ration to be made in an open glafs, 
flowly heated, and then placed im¬ 
mediately upon burning coals; 
care being taken to avoid the fumes, 
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which are extremely noxious. This 
method will fucceed very well, 
with a little addrefs, when the in¬ 
gredients are in finall quantity; 
but where the mixture As large, it 
is better to ufe a retort, placed in a 
fand-furnace, with a recipient, con¬ 
taining a fmall quantity of water, 
luted to it. Great care fliould be 
taken, when the oil of vitriol be¬ 
gins to bubble, to Readily keep up 
the heat, without at all increafing 
it, till the ebullition ceafes, when 
the fire lliould be augmented to the 
utmoft degree, that as much as pof- 
fible of the redundant acid may be 
expelled. 

If the matter be but barely exfic- 
cated, it proves a cauftic fait, which 
in the ablution with water will a!- 
moft all diffolve,. leaving only a 
little quantity of vitriolated quick¬ 
filver: the more of the acid has 
been diflipated, the lefs of the re¬ 
maining quick-filver will diffolve, 
and confequently the yield of vi¬ 
triolated quick-filver will be _ the 
greater; fire expelling only the acid 
(viz. fuch part of the acid as is not 
completely fatiated with mercury) 
while water takes up always, along 
with the acid, a proportionable 
quantity of the mercury itfelf.— 
Even when the matter has been 
ftronglv calcined, a part will ftill 
be foiuble : this evidently appears 
upon pouring into the wafhings a 
little folution of fixt: alkaline fait, 
which will throw down a confider- 
able quantity of yellow precipitate, 
greatly refembling the turpeth, ex¬ 
cept that it is lefs violent in opera¬ 
tion. 

From this experiment, it appears, 
that the belt method of edulcorating 
this powder is, by impregnating 
the water, intended to be fifed in 
its ablution, with a determined pro¬ 
portion of fixt alkaline fait: for by 
thefe means, the walked turpeth 
will not only turn out greater in 
quantity, but, what is of more 
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confequence, always have an equal 
degree of ftrength; a circumftance 
which deferves particularly to be 
confidered, efpecially in making 
fuch preparations as, from an error 
in the procefs, may prove too vio¬ 
lently corrofive to be ufed with any 
tolerable degree of fafety. 

it is neceflary to employ warm 
water, if we are anxious for a fine 
colour: if cold water be ufed, the 
precipitate will be white. 

It is obfervable, that though the 
fuperfluous acid is here abforbed 
from the mercury by the alkaline 
fait ; yet in home circumftances 
this acid forfakes that fait to unite 
with mercury. If a combination 
of vitriolic acid with fixt alkali 
be dilfolved in water, and the fo- 
lution added to a folution of mer¬ 
cury in aquafortis; the vitriolic 
acid will unite with the mercury, 
and form with it a turpetb, which 
falls to the bottom ; leaving only 
the alkali difiolved in the aquafor¬ 
tis, and united with the acid there¬ 
of into a regenerated nitre. On 
this principle depends the prepara¬ 
tion deferibed by Wilson, under 
the title of An excellent prciipit ate of 
mercury ; 'which is no other than a 
true furpeth, though not generally 
known to be fnch. It is made by 
diffolving four ounces of kali vi- 
triolatum in fixteen ounces of fpi- 
rit of nitre ; dilfolving in this com¬ 
pound liquor four ounces of mer¬ 
cury ; abftradting the menftruum 
in a fand-heat; and edulcorating 
with water the gold-coloured mafs 
which remains. 

Vitriolated quickfilver is a freng 
emetic , and in this intention ope¬ 
rates tiie mod: powerfully of all the 
mercurials that can be fafely given 
internally. Its a£tion however is 
not confined to the primae viae ; 
it will fometimes excite a ptyal'jm , 
if a purgative be not taken foon 
after it. This medicine is ufed 


chiefly in 'virulent gotiorrhceas , and 
other 'venereal cafe <, where there is 
a great flux of humours to the 
parts: it is faid likewife to have 
been employed with fuccefs, in 
robuft conftitutions, againji leprous 
diforders , and objlinatc glandular oh- 
fruHions: the dofe is from two 
grains to fix or eight. It may be 
given in dofes of a grain or two as 
an alterative and diaphoretic after 
the fame manner as the by dear gyrus 
calcinatus. 

Dr. Hope has found the vitrio¬ 
lated quick-filver is the molt con¬ 
venient errhine he has had occafion 
to employ. 

This medicine has been recom¬ 
mended as the mod effe< 5 tual pre- 
fervative againji the hydrophobia . 
There are feveral examples of its 
preventing madnefs in dogs that 
had been bitten; and fome, of its 
performing a cure after the mad¬ 
nefs was begun. From fix or feven 
grains to a fcruple may be given 
every day, or every other day, for 
a little time, and repeated at the 
two or three fucceeding fulls and 
changes of the moon. Some few 
trials have likewife been made on 
human fubjefts, bitten by mad 
dogs ; and in thefe alfo vitriolated 
quick-filver, ufed either as an 
emetic or alterative, feemed to have 
good effects. See James’s Treatife 
on Canine Madnefs. 

The walkings of vitriolated 
quick-filver are ufed by fome ex¬ 
ternally, for the itch and other cuta - 
neonsfoulnejfes. In fome cafes mer¬ 
curial lotions may be proper, but 
they are always to be ufed with 
great caution. This is by no means 
an eligible one, as be ; ng extremely 
unequal in point of ftrength ; more 
or lefs of the mercury being dif- 
folved, as obferved above, accord¬ 
ing to the degree of calcination.—. 
The Pharmacopoeia of Paris directs 
a mercurial wafli free from this in- 
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convenience, under the title of 
Aqua mercurialis, or Mercurius li- 
quidus. It is compofed of one 
ounce of mercury, diflolved in a 
fufficient quantity of nitrous acid, 
and diluted with thirty ounces of 
diftiiled water. In want of diftil- 
led water, rain water'may be ufed; 
but of fpring waters there are very 
few which will mix with the mer¬ 
curial foiution, without growing 
turbid and precipitating a part of 
the mercury; 
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Befides the preparations here 
mentioned, there are a variety of 
others, which may be feen in" the 
Preparations of Quickfilver, ar¬ 
ranged according to Bergman’s 
Table of Ele&ive Attractions; and 
in the following one, taken from 
Dr. Schwedta ur’s Treatife on the 
Venereal Difeafe; of which thofe 
marked with the afterifle are chiefly 
in ufe. 


TABULA exhibens diverfa ex Hydrargyro PrjEparata et Co>tr 
posit a, haftenus cognitaf. 


I. Hydrargyrum simpliciter puriftcatum. 

* Hydrargyrum purificatum. 

Angl. Spuick-filver, prude purified mercury Germ. Reifies queck- 
jilber. Gal. Mercurepure. 

Syn. Mercurius crudus purificatus ojficinarum. 

Argentum vivum purificatum. 

II. Pr.eparata in quibus Hydrargyrum solummod* 

DIVISUM ESSE VIDETUR. 

i. Decorum Hydrargyri, i. e. Hydrargyrum fimpliciter in aqua coc- 
tum. * 

i « 

a. Extra&o Glycyrrhizae fuba&um. 

. 3. Gummi aut mucilagine, e. g. Gummi Arabico, Tragacantha, 

* Hydrargyrum gummofum. * 

Syn. Mercurius gummofus, inventore Flench. 

CoMPOSITA. 

* a Pilulse ex hydrargyro gummofo. 

Syn. Piluiaa ex mercurio gummofo. Plenck . Pbarm. Chir . 

t Liters, quibus praeparata et compofita notantur, fignificaiit: O. Ofncinamm; 
L. Ph-rmacopoeia I.onJinenfis; S. Pharm. Suecica; D. Pharm Danica; £. Pbarm. 
Edinburgenfis; B. Difpenfatorium novum Brunfwicenfe; E. paup Pharm Edinbu*- 
genfis Paupernm ; T Pharm. Nofocomii Sti. Thomce Londincrifis; G. Pharm. Nofo- 
«omu Sti. Georgii Loudinenfis. 
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(S Solutio mercurialis gummofa, Ibid. 

Sj>u Mixtura mercurialis. G. 
y Potio mercurialis. B. 

$ Lac mercuriale. Plcnck. 

4. Refina aut Balfamo ; e. g. Terebinthina, Balfamo Copaivae, &c. 

* Hydrargyrum terebinthinatum, &c. 

CoMPOSITA. 

* Pilulae ex hydrargyro terebinthinato, 

Pilulae mercuriales. L. 

Piluke mercuriales laxantes. G- 
Pilulae mercuriales fialagogse. D. 

Injedftio mercurialis. E. Paup. 

5. Pinguedine animali aut oleis unguinofis; e. g. Axungia porcina^anfe* 

rina; butyro Cacao. 

* Hydrargyrum unguinofum. 

* Unguentum hydrargyri. Vid. infra Hydrargyrum Sebinum. 

Sjn. Unguentum ex hydrargyro cceruleum. E. 

Unguentum mercuriale, feu unguentum Neapolitammu 

Composita. 

a Unguentum cceruleum fortius. L . 

Unguentum cceruleum mitius. L. 

Unguentum mercuriale. D. 
ft Cer; turn mercuriale L. 
y Emplaftrum mercuriale. O. 

Emplaftrum ex hydrargyro. E. 

Emplaftrum ex gummi ammoniaco cum mercurio. L. 
Emplaftrum commune cum mercurio. L . 

Emplaftrum de ranis cum mercurio. 

6. Terra Calcarea; e. g. Creta, Lapidibus aut Chelis Cancrorum, See. 

Mercurius alkaiifatus. E. 

Pulvis mercurialis. G. 

III. Pr^eparata in quieus Hydrargyrum, mediantb igne et. 

LIBERO AERIS ACCESSU, IN CALCEM YERTITUR. 

* Hydrargyrum calcinatum, 

Syn. Mercurius calcinatus. L. S. 

Mercurius praecipitatus per fe. L, 

Composita. 

* Pilulae ex hydrargyro calcinato. 

Pilulae fyphiliticae. T. 

Pilulae ex mercurio calcinato. G. 

Pilulae ex mercurio calcinato anodynse. G. 

IV, Pk.^parata in quibus Hydrargyrum partim divisum, par- 

TIM SOLUTUM ESSE, VIDETUR. 
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I. Saccharo, Manna, Conferva Rofarum, Cynofbati, &c, 

* Saccharum hydrargyratum. 

Composita. 

* Trochifci ex hydrargyro faccharato. 

Bolus cceruleus. T. 

Bolus mercurialis. G. 

Syrupus Hydrargyrl. S. 

* Mel hydrargyratum. 

Composita. N 

Pilulse iEthiopica?. E. 

Pilulse mercuriales purgantes. E, paup* 

Pilulae Bellofti. 

3. Sulphure purificato. 

* Hydrargyrum fulphuratum. 

a Trituratione aut fufione. 

* Hydrargyrum fulphuratum nigrum.’ 

iEthiops minei-alis. / O. 

Composita. 

Pulvis iEthiopicus. G. 

b Sublimatione. 

* Hydrargyrum fulphuratum rubrum. / 

Cinnabaris fa&itia, feu artificialis. O . 

Composita. 

Pulvis antilyffus Sinenfis. O. 

c Praecipitatione. Vid. infra Hydrargyrum < vitriolatum .- 

4. Sulphure Antimonii. 

a Trituratione. 

* Sulphur antimonii hydrargyratum. 

Asthiops antimonialis. 6. 

Composita. 

* Pilulas ALthiopicse. E. Z>. 

b Sublimatione. 

Sulphur antimonii hydrargyratum rubrum, 

Syn. Cinnabaris antimonii. O. 

Composita. 

Bolus Cinnabarinus. G. 

V. Pr,EPARATA IN QUIBUS HYDRARGYRUM MEDIANTE ACIDO IN 
FORMAM SALIS AUT CALCIS MUTATUM EST. 

1. Acido Sebi. 2. Acido Muriatico. 3. Acido Sacchari. 4. Acido 
Succini. 5. Acido Arfenici. 6. Acido Acetofellae. 7. Acido 
Phofphori. 8. Acido Vitrioli. 9. Acido Sacchari La&is. 10. 
Acido Tartari. 11. Acido Citri. 12. Acido Nitri. 13. Acido 
Fluoris mineral is. 14. Acido Aceti. 15. Acido Boracis. 16. 
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Acido Coerulei Berolirtenfis. 17. Acido Molybdaenae. 18. Acido 
Tungftenico. 19. Acido aereo. 

I. Hydrargyrum cum acido fehi combi nat um. 

Hydrargyrum febinum. 

* Prap. Unguentum hydrargyri. 

II. Cum acido muriatico. 

* Hydrargyrum muriatum. 

* Hydrargyrum muriatum fortius. 

A: Sublimatione. 

* Hydrargyrum muriatum fortius fublimatum. 

Syri. Mercurius fublimatus corrofivus. 

Mercurius fublimatus albus. O. 

Mercurius cum fale ammoniaco fublimatus. 

B. Praecipitatione. 

Ex acido nitri, mediante acido muriatico dephlogifticato, inventorc 

Bertholet, 

Hydrargyrum muriatum fortius praecipitatum. 

Composita. 

«, Solutio fublimati fpirituofa {Han Swietcti). . 

Syn. Solutio mercurii fublimati corrofivi. E. 

Mixtura mercurialis. S. 

Mercurius fublimatus folutus. G. 

* Solutio hydrargyri muriati fortioris aquofa. 

Pilulae e mercurio corrofivo albo. S. 

Dr. Ward’s white drop. 

Syr op du Cuifnicr. 

y * Lotio fyphilitica flava, f. lotio exliydrargyro muriato fortiori. 

Syn. Aqua phagedaenica. O. 

Liquor mercurialis. A. 

Lotio mercurialis. T. 

$ Solutio fublimati balfamica. Fiend, 
s * Liquor ad condylomata. 

Syn. Aqua cauftica pro condylomatibus. Fiend. 

* Hydrargyrum muriatum tnitius; i. e. acidum muriaticum hydrargyr© 

fuperfaturatum. 

A. Sublimatione. 

Syn. Mercurius dulcis (fublimatione paratus). O. 

Mercurius dulcis fublimatus. L. 

Calomel feu calomelas. L. 

Aquila alba. 

Panacea mercurialis. 

Mercurius dulcis lunaris. Schroeder. 

B. Praecipitatione. 

Ex acido nitrofo, mediante fale comnmni, inventore Scheele , 

* Hydrargyrum muriatum mitius praecipitatum. 

Mercurius praecipitatus dulcis. 

Calx hydrargyri mtiriata preecipitata. 

a Ex acido muriatico, mediante alkali vegetabili, 

Mercurius prascipitatus albus. L . 

/ 
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b Ex acido irmriatico mediante alkali minerali, 
Mercurius praecipitatus albus. A. 
c Ex acido muriatico mediante alkali volatili. 

Mercurius praecipitatus albus. E. 
d Ex acido muriatico mediante cupro. 
Mercurius praecipitatus viridis. E . 


n 

'“OMposiTA. 

Bolus mercurialis. E. 1 

Bolus jalappae cum mercurio. Ib, 

Boius rhei cum mercurio. Ib. 

Piiulae calomelanos. . G. 

Piiulae Plummeri. E. 

Piiulae alterantes Plummeri. O . 

Piiula depurans. T. 

Pulvis Plummeri. O. 

Piiulae mercuriales purgantes. A. 

Piiulae catarrhales purgantes. D. 

Piiulae laxantes cum mercurio. Ib. 

Pulvis e fcammonio cum mercurio. T. 

* Lotio fyphilitica nigra, lotio ex hydrargyro muriato mitiori 
Syn. Lotio mercurialis. G. 

Unguentum e mercurio praecipitato. L. 

Linimentum mereuriale. E. Paup. 


^ Cum acido facchari. 

a Hydrargyrum faccharatum. Bergman, 
b Saccharum hydrargyratum, Jeu 

Hydrargyrum faccharo car.do fuba&um. 


IV. 

v. 


Cum acido fuccini. 

Hydrargyrum fuccinatum. 
Cum acido arfctiici. 

Hydrargyrum arfenicatum. 


Bergmatu 
Bergman • 




Vj. 


Cum acido oxalis acctofella. 
Hydrargyrum oxalinum. 


Bergman. 


VII. 


Cum acido phofpborico. 

Hydrargyrum phofphoratum. Bergman. 
Prcecipitatione ex acido nitrofo mediante urina recenti. 
Pofa mineralis. O. 


Vlli. 
* a 

b 


Cum acido vitriolico . 

Hydrargyrum vitriolatum. 
Vitriolum mercurii. O. 

Oleum mereurii. O. 
Hydrargyrum vitriolatum flavum, 
Tnrpethum minerale. O. 
Mercurius emeticus flavus. L. 
Mercurius flavus. E. 

Kk 
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Mercurius praecipitatus luteus. D. 

Turpethum nigrum. 0 .* 

c Hydrargyrum praecipitatum ex acido nitrofo mediante hepate ful- 
phuris aut calcis. 

Mercurius praecipitatus niger. O, _ \ 

IX. Cum acido faccbari laftis. 

X. Cum acido tartari. 

a Hydrargyrum tartarifatum. Bergman. 

* b Tartarus hydrargyratus; i. e. hydrargyratum cum tartaro purifi- 

cato unitum. Terre feuilletee mercurielie , inventore Prejfavin. 
c Praecipitatione ex acido nitrofo mediante acido tartari. 

* Hydrargyrum tartarifatum flavum; vulgo, Pulvis Conjiantinus. 

d Praecipitatione ex acido muriatico et acido tartari juntftis medi¬ 
ante alkali vegetabili. 

* Hydrargyrum tartarifatum album; vulgo, Pulvis argentcus. 

XI. Cum acido citri. 

Hydrargyrum citratum. Bergman . 

XII. Cum acido nitrofo . 

* Hydrargyrum nitratum. 

a Calcinatum mediante igne. 

* Hydrargyrum nitratum rubrum. 

Mercurius corrofivus ruber. L . E. 

Mercurius praecipitatus ruber. 

Pulvis principis, u. 

Mercurius corallinus. L. y 

Mercurius tricolor. O. 

Panacea mercurii. O. 

Arcanum corallinum. 

Panacea mercurii rubra. O. . . , 

CoMPOSIT A, 

Balfamus mercurialis. Plenck. 

Unguentum ophthalmicum. St. Ives. 

Balfamum ophthalmicum rubrum. D. 

Unguentum praecipitatum. G. 

Unguentum ad iippitudinem. T. 

Unguentum mercuriale rubrum. D. 

Unguentum pomatum rubrum. D. 

' b Acidum nitri hydrargyratum ; i. e. hydrargyrum in acido nitrofo 
folutum. ' 

Solutio mercurii. E. 

Composita. s ■ - 

Unguentum citrinum. E. S. 

* c Praecipitatione. 

Ex acido nitri mediante alkali volatili. 
et, Hydrargyrum nitratum cinereum. 
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Pulvis mercurii cinereus. E. \ 

Turpethum album. 0 . 

Ex acido nitrofo mediante alkali volatili vinofo (fpiritu falis am- 
moniaci vinofo). 

Turpethum nigrum. 

Mercuries pise zipitatus niger. 
y Ex acido nitrofo m diante alkali vegetabili. 

Mercuries praecipitatus fulcus, inventore fflirtz. 

$ Ex acido nitrofo mediante cupro. 

Mercurius prsecipitatus viridis. B. 


Cum acido jluo'is mineral’s. 

Hydrargyrum fluoratum. Bergman. 

Cum acido accti. 

* Hydrargyrum acetatum. Bergman. 

o 

v "°MP0SITA. 

Trochifci, S. pilulffi Keyfcri. 

^ V Cum acido loracis. 

Hydrargyrum boraxatum. Bergman. 

0 Cum acido ccerulei Bcrolinenjis. 

Cum acido molybdcence. 

Cum acido tungjlcnico. 

Cum acido aereo. 

Hydrargyrum aeratum. Bergman. 



SECT. VIII. 

Preparations of Antimony. 


A ntimony is compofed of 

a metal, united with fulphur 
01 common brimftone. 

powdered antimony be ex- 
P°fed to a gentle lire, the ful- 
phur exhales; the metallic part 
re maining in form of a white 
calx, reducible, by proper fluxes, 
ln to a whitilh brittle metal, 
called regulas. This is readily 


diftinouiflied from the other bo¬ 
dies of that clafs, by its not being 
foLuble in aqua fortis. Its proper 
menlfruum is aqua regia. 
itf aqua regia be poured upon crude 
antimony, the metallic part will 
be ditfolved; and the fulphur 
thrown out, partly to the fides 
of the veflel, and partly to the 
furface of the liquor, in form 
Kka 
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of a greyxi'll yellow fubftance. 
This, feparated and purified by 
lublimation, appears on all trials 
the fame with pure common 
brimftone. 

The metal, freed from the ful- 
phur naturally blended with it, 
and afterwards fufed with com¬ 
mon brimftone, refumes, the ap¬ 
pearance and qualities of crude 
antimony. 

The antimonial metal is a me¬ 
dicine of the greateft power of any 
known fubftance. A quantity too 
minute to be fenfible on the ten¬ 
dered balance, is capable of pro¬ 
ducing virulent effects, if taken 
diffolved or in a foiuble flate. If 
given in fuch a form ns to be im¬ 
mediately mifcible with the ani¬ 
mal fluids, it proves violently emetic ; 
if fo managed as to be more (lowly 
added on, cathartic; and in either 
cafe, if the dofe be extremely fmall, 
diaphoretic. Thus, though vege¬ 
table acids extract fo little from 
this metal, that the remainder feems 
to have loft nothing of its weight, 
the tinctures prove, in no large do¬ 
les, Jlrongly emetic , and in fmaller 
ones powerfully diaphoretic. The 
regulus has been caft into the form 
of pills, which added as virulent ca¬ 
thartics , though without ftuTeriug 
any fenfible diminution of weight 
in their paffage through the body ; 
and this repeatedly, for a great 
number of times. 

This metal, diverted of the in¬ 
flammable principle which it has 
in common with other metallic bo¬ 
dies that are reduced to a calx, 
becomes indiffoluhle and inaddive. 
The calx neverthelefs, urged with 
a ftrong fire, melts intb a glafs, as 
eafy of folution, and as virulent in 
operation, as the regulus itfelf. 
The giafs, thoroughly mingled 
with fuch fubftarices as prevent its 
fallibility, as,wax, refins, and the 
like, is again rendered mrid. 

Vegetable acids, as already ob- 


ferved, diftblve but an extremely 
minute portion of this metal. The 
folution neverthelefs proves power- 
fully emetic and cathartic. The ni¬ 
trous and vitriolic acids only cor¬ 
rode it into a powder, to which 
they adhere fo (lightly as to be fe- 
parable in good mealure by water, 
and totally by fire, leaving the re¬ 
gulus in form of a calx fimilar to 
that prepared by fire alone. The 
muriatic acid has a very different 
eifedh This reduces the regulus 
into a violent corrolive, and though- 
it difficultly unites with, yet very 
clofely adheres to it, infomuch as 
not to be feparabie by any ablu¬ 
tion, nor by fire, the regulus arifing 
a ! or.g with it. The nitrous or vi¬ 
triolic acids expel the marine, and 
thus reduce the corrofive into a 
calx fimilar to the foregoing. 

Sulphur remarkably abates the 
power of this metal: and hence 
crude antimony ( : n which the re¬ 
gulus appears to be combined with 
from one fourth to one half its . 
weight of fulphur) proves altoge¬ 
ther mild. If a part of the' fulphur 
be taken away, by fuch operations 
as do not deftrov or calcine the me¬ 
tal, the remaining mafs becomes 
proportionably more adfive. 

The fulphur of' antimony may 
be expelled by deflagration with 
nitre. The larger the quantity of 
nitre, to a certain point, the more 
of the fulphur will be diffipated, 
and the preparation will be the_ 
more adtive. If the quantity of 
nitre be more than fufficient to 
conlume the fulphur, the rift of it* 
deflagrating; with the inflammable 
principle of the regulus itfelf, ren¬ 
ders it again mild. 

The fulphur of antimony is like- 
wife abforbed, in fufion, by certain 
metals, and by alkaline (alts. Thefe 
laft, when united with fulphur? 
prove a menftruum for all the me¬ 
tals (zinc excepted), and hence, i» 
the fufion be long continued, the 





Chap. X. 


re gulus is taken tip, and rendered 
Soluble in water. 

hjlvis antimonialis. 

Lond. 

antimonium calcarec- 

PHOSPHORATUM. 

ILdinb. 

Antimonial powder. 

Lond. and Edina. 

Take of 

Antimony, coarfelv powdered ; 
Hartfliorn (havings (or thole of 
bone or ivory, Edvib.) —of 
each two pounds. 

Mix, and put them into a broad 
iron pot, heated to a white (red, 
Edinb.) heat, conftantiy Itirring, 
till the rnafs acquires a greyi(it 
colour. Powder it when cold, 
and put it into a coated cruci¬ 
ble. Lute Jo it another cruci¬ 
ble, with a fmall hole in the 
bottom, inverted; raile the fire 
by degrees again to a white heat, 
«nd keep it fo for two hours. 
Vr hen cold, reduce it to a very 
fine powder. 

In this preparation the calx of 
a,1 hmony is united with that part 
M the hartfliorn, bone, or ivory 
(havings, which cannot bedeftroy- 
e d by fire its abforbent earth. 

This may be confidered as a very 
8 °°d fubftitute for James’s powder , 
"’hich, though, appears both milder 
3 n<i more uniform in its operation. 
°r James’s powder may be given 
ninetimes in as large adofeas fix- 
te “ n grains; yet few practitioners 
Vvi d preferibe more than fix grains 
i; *e antimonial powder for a dole. 

‘‘ May not,” fays the tranfiatof 
the London Pharmacopoeia, 
t ‘Afferent quantities of fulphur ill 
ti e( p u al weights of the crude mineral, 
employed in. making the pulvis 
a ntimonialis , vary its power as a 
medicine ?” 

. This powder, properly prepared, 
!s of a white colour. It is a mild 
■J'tirnonial preparation, and may 
given as an alterant from three 
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grains for a 
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to fix grains Tor a dofe. It fome- 
times, however, vomits in this 
quantity ; in larger, it proves eme¬ 
tic,. and operates by the inteftines. 
Crocus antimonii medici- 

NALIS. 

Medicinal crocus of antimony. 
Take of 

Antimony, eight parts; 

Nitre, on^part. 

Mix, and throw them, by little at a 
time, into a red-hot crucible : 
when the deflagration ceafes, 
take the crucible out of the fire, 
and reduce the matter into pow¬ 
der. 

This preparation is fufficiently 
mild, though confiderably more 
aCtive than the crude mineral: 
eighteen or twenty grains will in 
fome conftitutions operate, though 
very gently, both upwards and 
downwards. It appears to be near¬ 
ly fimilar to the medicinal regulus 
hereafter deferibed. 

In this and the following pro- 
cefies with nitre, the operator inn ft 
obferve to throw into the crucible 
only a little of the matter at a time, 
and to wait till the deflagration of 
one parcel is ove* before another 
is added ; for if much were put in 
at once, the deflagration would be 
fo violent, that great part of the 
matter would be thrown over the 
crucible. The powder is moft 
conveniently introduced by means 
of a fmall iron ladle. Care muft 
be taken not to bring back with 
the ladle anv fpark of coal, which 
would fet fire to the reft of the 
mixture. 

Crocus antimonii mitior, ' 
The milder crocus of antimony. 
Take of 

Antimony, two parts; 

Nitre, one part. 

Mix them together, and throw the 
powder by degrees into a red-hot 
crucible. As loon as the defla¬ 
gration ceafes, remove the mat¬ 
ter from the fire (without iuffey- 
X k 3 
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ing it to melt) and reduce it into 
powder. 

This preparation is called mit'tor , 
not in regard to the crocus above 
defcribed, but to that which tol- 
lows. It aCts much more power¬ 
fully than the foregoing; the in- 
creafe of the nitre occafioning a 
greater quantity of the fulphur of 
the antimony to be diflipated. The 
London committee received it in 
their firft draught, with the charac¬ 
ter of an antimonial of mild opera¬ 
tion, which had proved a fuccefs- 
fut medicine in numerous inftances, 
■without any one example of its 
being unfafe. Some trials, how¬ 
ever, afterwards reported to them, 
where the operation of this and the 
following crocus were compared, 
induced them to lay this prepara¬ 
tion afide. It appears to differ 
from the other only in being lefs 
violent. 

CROCUS ANTIMONII. 

Crocus of antimony , commonly called 
Crocus mctallorum , and by foreign 
•writers , Hcpar antimonii ) or Liver 
of antimony. 

Land. 

Take of 

Sea fait, one ounce; 

Antimony, powdered, 

Nitre, powdered,— of each, one 
pound. 

Mix and injeCt them by degrees in¬ 
to a crucib e heated to a white 
heat, and raife the heat until the 
mixture melts. Pour it out, and 
when cold, feparate the fcorias. 

Edinb. 

The mixture of antimony and ni¬ 
tre, made as above, is to be in¬ 
jected into a red-hot crucible. 
When the detonation is over, fe- 
parate the reddiff) metallic mat¬ 
ter from the whitifh cruft, pow¬ 
der and edulcorate it by repeat¬ 
ed wafhings with hot water, un¬ 
til it becomes infipid. 

Here the antimonial fulphur is 
almoft totally confumed, and the 


metallic part left diverted of its 
corrector.' Thefe preparations, 
gi ven from two to fix grains, aft as 
violent emetics , greatly disordering 
the conftitution. But here it may 
be obferved, that the operation of 
antimony, whofe reguline part is 
not joined with an acid, muft be li¬ 
able to variations, according to the 
quantity and condition of the acid 
in the ftomach. Their principal 
ufe is in maniacal cafes; as the bafis 
of fome other preparations ; and a- 
mong the farriers, who frequently 
give to horfes an ounce or two a 
day, divided into different dofes, as 
an alterative. In thefe and other 
quadrupeds, this medicine aCts 
chiefly as a diaphoretic. 

The chemifts have been accuf- 
tomed to make the crocus with a 
lefs proportion of nitre than direct¬ 
ed above ; and without any further 
melting, than what enfues from the 
heat that the matter acquires by de¬ 
flagration, which, when the quan¬ 
tify is large, is very confiderable. 
A little common fait is added to 
promote the fufion. The mixture 
is put by degrees into an iron pot, 
or mortar, fomewhat heated, and 
placed under a chimney. When 
the firft ladle-f ill is in, a piece of 
lighted charcoal is thrown to it, 
which fets the matter on fire. The 
reft of the mixture is then added 
by little and little: the deflagration 
is foon over, and the whole appears 
in perfeCl fufion. When cold, a 
confiderable quantity of fcorias are 
found upon the furface; which 
fcoriae are eaftly knocked off with 
a hammer. The acid of the lea fait 
added to the procefs of,the London 
Pharmacopoeia confiderably pro¬ 
motes the fufion ; and its acid, it is 
faid, may very much increafe the 
adivity of the crocus as a medicine. 
CROCUS ANTIMONII 
LOTUS. 

Wafted crocus of antimony. 

Reduce the crocus into a very fub- 
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tile powder, and boil it in water. 
Then, throwing away this water, 
wafli the powder feveral times in 
frefli wa. m water, until it be¬ 
comes perfectly infipid. 

This procefs is defigned chiefly 
to fit the crocus for the preparation 
of tartarifed antimony, and of the 
antimonial emetic wine. If the 
crocus were employed for thofe 
purpofes without wafhing, the al¬ 
kaline fait, with which it is in fome 
degree impregnated from the defla¬ 
gration of the nitre, would in part 
fatiate the acids of the tartar and 
of the wine; and thus, impeding 
their .Ction on the metallic part of 
the antimony, render the medi¬ 
cines very precarious in ftrength. 
That uncertainties of this kind 
may be the more effectually guard¬ 
ed againft, the glafs, or rather the 
pure regulus of antimony, is by 
fome preferred to the crocus, both 
for the emetic tartar and wine. 
The Edinburgh college, as appears 
ln the foregoing procefs, does not 
allow the crocus to be kept in its 
Unvvafhed ftate; making the ablu¬ 
tion a part of the preparation of it. 
Emeticum mite antimo'nii. 

A mild antimonial emetic. 

Take of 

Antimony, one part; 

Nitre, two parts. 

Grind them together, and throw 
them by little and little into a 
red-hot’crucible. When the de¬ 
flagration is over, the remaining 
matter, which proves white, is 
to be waflied for ufe. 

The quantity of nitre is here fo 
* ar ge, as to confume not only the 
fulphur of the antimony, but like— 
wife great part of the inflammable 
principle of the regulus. Boer- 
*|aave, from whom this prepara¬ 
tion is taken, informs us, that it is 
mild, as often to oceafion only 
fome light naufea and gentle vo¬ 
miting, with a large difeharge of 
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faliva, and thick urine. Its effeCts 
feem to be nearly the fame with 
thofe of the regulus medicinalis and 
crocus medicinalis. 

ANTIMONIUM CALCINA- 
TUM; 

former ly 

CALX ANTIMONII. 

Calcined antimony. 

Loud. 

Take of 

Antimony, powdered, eight 
ounces; 

Nitre, powdered, two pounds. 
Mix them, and let them be gradu¬ 
ally injefted into a crucible, 
heated to a white heat; burn the 
white matter about half an hour ; 
and when cold, powder it, and 
wafli it with diftilled water. 
ANTIMONIUM USTUM 
cum NITRO; 

* vulgo 

CALX ANTIMONII NITRA- 
TA. 

Antimony calcined with nitre . 
Edinb. 

Take of 

Antimony, calcined as for mak¬ 
ing the glafs, 

Nitre,—of each, equal parts. 

Mix them together, and put them 
into a crucible ; keep it in a red 
heat for an hour; afterwards 
take it out of the crucible, pow¬ 
der it, and wafli it often in hot 
water till it becomes infipid. 

The antimonium calcinatum, 
when freed by wafhing from the 
faline matter, is extremely mild, if 
not altogether inaftive. Hoff¬ 
man, Lemery, and others, affure 
us, that they have never experienc¬ 
ed from it any fuch effeCts as its 
ufual title imports. Boerhaave 
declares, that it is a mere metallic 
earth, entirely deftitute of all me¬ 
dicinal virtue. The common dofe 
is from five grains to a fcruple, or 
half a dram ; though Wilson re¬ 
lates, that he has known it given 
K k 4 
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by half ounces, and repeated two 
or three times a day, for feveraj 
days together. 

Some report, that this calx, by 
being kept for a length of time, con¬ 
trails an emetic quality. Whence 
it has been concluded, that the 
powers of the reguline part are not 
entirely deftroved; that the prepa¬ 
ration has the virtues of other an- 
timonials which are given as alte¬ 
ratives, that is, in fuch fmall dofes 
as not to Simulate the primae via; ; 
and that, therefore, calcined anti¬ 
mony, as it is certainly among the 
miideft preparations of that mine¬ 
ral, may be ufed for children, and 
fuch delicate conllitutions where 
the itomach and inteftines are eafi- 
Jy affeited. .The obfervation, how¬ 
ever, from which thefe conclufions 
are drawn, does not appear to be 
well founded. Ludovici relates, 
that after keeping the powder for 
four years, it proved as mild as at 
irrft: and the Strafburgh Pharma¬ 
copoeia, with good reafon, fufpeCts, 
that where the calx has proved e- 
jjtnetic, it had either been given in 
fuch cafes, as would of themfelves 
have been attended with thisfymp- 
tom (for the great alexipharmic 
virtues, attributed to it, have oc- 
cafioned it to be exhibited even in 
the more dangerous malignant fe¬ 
vers, and other diforders, which are 
frequently accompanied with vomit¬ 
ing), or that it had not been futfi- 
ciently calcined, or perfectly freed 
from fuch part of the reguius as 
might remain uncalcined. The un¬ 
calcined part being grpfier than the 
true calx, the reparation is dfefted 
by wafhing over with water, in the 
fame pinner as is already directed 
for Separating earthy powders from 
their groffer parts. 

I: has been obferved, that when 
calcined antimony is prepared with 
nitre abounding with fea fait, of 
which all the common aitre con- 
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tains fome portion, the medicine 
has proved violently emetic. This 
effect is not owing to any particu¬ 
lar quality of the fea fait, but to its 
quantity, by which the proportion 
of the nitre to the antimony is ren¬ 
dered lefs. 

The nitrum Jlibiatum is produced 
by the deflagration of the fulphur 
of the antimony with the nitre, in 
the fame manner as the Jalpolychrrjl , 
from which it differs no otherwife 
than in retaining fome portion of 
the antimonial calx. 

In the remark upon calcined an¬ 
timony, in the London Pharmaco¬ 
poeia, it is there faid, “ That it is 
“ indeed one of the miideft anti- 
“ monials: but if it be true,'that it 
“ proves emetic after long expo- 
“ pure to the air; and that by means 
<£ of the black flux a reguius may 
“ be obtained from it, fome ef- 
“ feft may be prefumed.” The 
tranflator, Dr. He aide, hopes to be 
excufed, if. he fays, that he prepar¬ 
ed the calx Iotahimfelf, in the year 
1741 ; that he has ever fince ufed 
it, a fpace of above forty years, of¬ 
ten defignedlv to excite naufe’a—• 
and continues deceived, if, when 
genuine, it is an inefficacious medi¬ 
cine. It is generally given in fmall 
dofes, from ten grains to a fcruple, 
to promote a diaphoreus. 

The fecond preparation, or the 
antimonium ufrum cum nitro, is 
certainly a medicine of much more 
activity than the former; and in- 
ftead of being one of the miideft of 
the antimonials, it often operates 
with great violence, when given in 
dofes of a few grains only. This is 
fuppofed to be. nearly the fame 
with . Dr. James’s fever powder 
(though fome difference is allowed), 
notwithstanding their effect? have, 
from obfervation, been proved 
nearly the fame. 

Some practitioners have given 
the preference to the ufe of this 
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preparation to that of the antimoni- inflammable principle, but no ful- 
um tartarifatum , when long conti- phur, the nitre is alkali{'ed, as it 
nued naufea was required, and would be by charcoal or fimiiar in- 
purging intended. But like every flammable bodies, and is at the 
other antimonial preparation, fame time rendered more aerimo- 
where the reguline part is only liious than the common alkaline 
rendered adlive by the acid in the falts. If only equal parts of the 
ftomach, the antimonium ulium is regulus and nitre be employed, and 
in all cafes of uncertain operation, the fire kept up ftrong for an hour 


fometirnes proving perfedliy inert, 
and at other times very violent in 
its effects. Its dofe is generally 
from ten to twelve grains; and this 
is often given ail at once (an in¬ 
convenience not attending tartarif- 
cd antimony) ; the quantity and ef¬ 
fects of which we can generally 
ineafure with furprifing minute- 
nefs. 

Cerussa antimonii. 

Ccrufs of antimony. 

Take of 

Regulus of antimony, one part j 
Nitre, three parts. 

Deflagrate them together, as in the 
foregoing procefs. 

The refuits of both procefles ap¬ 
pear to be altogether the fame. It 
is not neceflary to life fo much 
nitre here, as when antimony itfelf 
is employed ; for the fuiphur which 
the crude mineral contains, and 
which requires for its uiflipation 
nearlv an equal weight of nitre to 
Jhe antimony, is here already fepa- 
rated. Two parts of nitre to one 
of the regulus are fufficient. It is 
better, however, to have an over 
proportion of nitre than an under 
one, left fome parts of the regulus 
fliould efcape being fuflicientiy cal¬ 
cined. N 

It may be proper fo obferve, that 
though crude antimony and the re¬ 
gulus yield the fame calces, yet the 
falls feparated in wafliing the calces 
are very different. As crude an¬ 
timony contains common fuiphur, 
the acid of the fuiphur unites with 
the alkaline, bafts of the nitre, and 
the refult is a neutral fait. As the 
regulus contains the phlogiftic or 


or more, the fait will prove more 
cauftic than eyen the potential cau¬ 
tery. But the candidly of fhe fait 
will frill be far greater, if, inftead 
of the Ample regains of antimony, 
the martial regulus be ufed. 

REGULUS ANTIMONII ME¬ 
DICINAL fS. 

Medicinal regulus of antimony. 
Take of 

Antimony, five ounces; 

Sea fait, four ounces ; 

Prepared kali, one ounce. 

Grind them into powder, and throw 
the mixture, by little at a tithe, 
into a red-hot crucible ; occa- 
fionaliy breaking, with an iron 
rod, the cruft that forms on the 
furface. When the full bn is 
completed, pour out the matter 
into a heated cone,gently fhaking 
it now and then, or ftriking it on 
the (ides, that,the regulus may 
fettle to the bottom. When 
grown cold, beat off the fcoriae, 
and grind the regulus into a 
powder, which is to be kept in 
a clofe-ftopt vial. 

This medicine is nearly fimiiar 
in quality tp one made with one* 
eighth of nitre, already defcribed : 
in both procefles, the antimony is 
freed from a fmall portion of its 
ini; hur, which is di Hi pa ted in 
flame by the nitre, and abforbed 
by the alkaline fait. This pre¬ 
paration is greatly celebrated by 
Hoffman, and other German phy- 
ficians, in fundrv obftinate chroni¬ 
cal diforders, and efteemed one of 
the beftp antimonials that can be 
given with fafety as alterants . It 
operates chiefly as a diaphoretic , and 
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fometimes, though rarely, proves 
emetic. The dofe is from three or 
four grains-to twenty. 

Tliis regulus, reduced to a fubtile 
powder, is the genuine febrifuge 
powder of Craanius (Pharm. Bo- 
ruJpj-Brandenburp , edit. 1734, page 
107.) and has been greatly com¬ 
mended in all kinds of fevers, both 
of the intermittent and continual 
kind (Pharm. Argent. 1 725, page 
252.) It is laid that a dofe or two 
has frequently removed thefe dif¬ 
ord ers, bv occafioning either a 
falui ary diaphorejis, or aiding mildly 
byfiool or vomit. The colour of the 
levigated powder is a purplifh 
brown The antimonial emetic of 
Boerkaave, already mentioned, 
which is white, is nearly fimilar to 
it in its medicinal effedfs. 

The common fait feems to be of 
no further ufe in the procefs, than 
as it ferves to promote the full on ; 
and even for this it is not neceftary. 
The medicine is laid to be rather 
mofe mild and certain in operation, 
if prepared without it. 

REGULUS ANTIMQNII. 

Regulus of antimony. 

Take of 
Antimony, 

Nitre, 

Crudetartar,-of each equal parts. 
Grind them feparately into a pow¬ 
der, then mix, and rub them all 
together. Throw the powder, at 
feverai times, into a red-hot cru¬ 
cible, taking care to break the 
cruft, which forms on the fur- 
face, with an iron rod: when 
the detonation is over, let a 
ftrong fire be made, that the 
matter may flow like water; 
then pour it out into a warm 
greaft-d cone, which is to be 
gently ftrutk on the Tides, that 
the regulus may feparate and 
fall to the bottom. When grown 
cold, let the regulus he cleared 
from thefcorine that lie a-top of it. 

In this procefs (which is taken 


from the edition of the Edinburgh 
Pharmacopoeia, publiftied in the 
year 1 744), an alkaline fait is pro¬ 
duced from the nitre and tartar, in 
fuch quantity as entirely to abfbrb 
the fulphur of the antimony : the 
alkali, thus fnlphurated, will take 
up more, or lefs of the reguline 
part, according to its quantity, and 
the continuance of the fufion. 

As the ingredients are above 
proportioned, the yield of regulus 
proves extremely fmall, and if the 
fufion be long continued, fcarce 
perceptible ; almoft the whole of it 
being taken up into the fcoriae. 
In order to obtain the largeft quan¬ 
tity, the nitre ought to be dimi- 
nifhed one half. It is convenient 
to rub the nitre and tartar together, 
and deflagrate theiti in an iron 
ladle or pan, before their mixture 
with the antimony ; for by thefe 
means, the lofs of fome part of the 
antimony, which otherwifehappens 
from the vehemence of the defla¬ 
gration, will be prevented, a fmaller 
crucibie will ferve, and lefs time 
and labour complete the procefs. 

The mixture of nitre and tartar, 
deflagrated together, will reduce 
any of the antimonial calces (as 
the diaphoretic antimony, cerufs, 
or antimony calcined by itfelf) 
into regulus ; the oily matter of the 
tartar fupplying the inflammable 
principle, which all calces require 
for their revival into a metallic 
form ; and the alkaline fait pro¬ 
moting their fufion. Jt is the com¬ 
mon reducing flux of the chemifts; 
by whom it is called, from its co¬ 
lour, the black fiux. The largeft 
yield of regulus, hitherto obtained 
from antimony, has been got by 
calcining it without addition, as 
directed hereafter for making glafs 
of antimony, and reviving the calx, 
by fufion, with this, or fimilar 
compofitions. Mr. Geoffroy, who 
firft communicated this method to 
the French academy, feems to look 
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upon foap (the fubftance he hap¬ 
pened to make life of himfelf) as 
the only one that will fucceed; 
but the effects of this are not dif¬ 
ferent from thofe of the foregoing 
flux. Both confift of an alkaline 
fait, and an inflammable (not ful- 
phureous) fubftance, which are the 
only materials here neceflarv. Upon 
the whole, the moil advantageous 
procefs for obtaining this regulus 
appears to be the following. 

Let powdered antimony be calcined 
or roafted over a gentle Are, as 
directed hereafter for making the 
gl fs. Mix the calx ,with about 
equal its weight of fome reducing 
flux, fuch as the black flux above 
mentioned. Melt the mixture 
in a crucible, with a quick fire, 
and when in thin fufion pour it 
into a cone heated over a fmoaky 
flame. The pure regulus will 
fall to the bottom, the fcoriae 
floating at the top, 

SULPHUR ANTI MONTI PRyE- 
Cl IT TATUM. 

Land. Edinb . 
vulgo 

Sulphur auratum antimonii. 
Ednb. 

Precipitated fulphur of antimony. 
Lond. 

Take of 

Antimony powdered, two 
pounds; 

Water of pure kali, .four pints ; 
Diftiiled water, three pints. 

Mix, and boil them with a flow 
fire for three hours, con- 
flantlv ftirring, and adding the 
difiiiled water as wanted ; (Train 
the hot ley through a double 
linen cloth; and into the liquor, 
whilft yefliot, drop by degrees 
as much vitriolic acid as is fuf- 
ficient to precipitate the fulphur; 
wafh off with warm water the 
vitriolated kali. 

The fame procefs is given in the 
Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia, except 
that the boiling is ordered to be 
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performed in an iron pot covered, 
often ftirring with an iron fpatula. 

The foregoing preparation is 
not ftriHly fulphur. It contains a 
confiderable quantity of the metal¬ 
lic part Of the antimony, which is ' 
reducible from them by proper 
fluxes. The quantity of regulus 
taken uo will be different, accord¬ 
ing to the degree of fire employed, 
and the length of time that the 
fufion is continued. It, therefore, 
mu ft needs be liable to great varia¬ 
tion in point of ftrength, and in this 
refpeH it is perhaps, the moil pre¬ 
carious, though lome have affirmed 
that it is the moft certain, of the 
antimonial medicines. 

The foregoing preparation proves 
emetic when taken on an empty 
ftomach, in a dole of four, five, or 
fix grains; but in the prefentprac¬ 
tice, it is fcarce ever preferibed in 
this intention ; being chiefly ufed 
as an alterative deobfruent , particu¬ 
larly in cutaneous diforders. Its 
emetic quality is eafily blunted, by 
making it up into pills with refins 
or extracts, and giving them on a 
full ftomach. With thefe cautions, 
it has been increafed to the rate of 
fixteen grains a day, and continued 
for a confiderable time, without 
occafioning any difturbance up¬ 
wards or downwards. As its 
ftrength is precarious, it ftiould be 
taken at firft in very fmall dofes, 
and increafed by degrees according 
to its effeH. 

A compofition of the fulphur an¬ 
timonii praecipitatum with mercuri- 
us duicis, has been found a powerful, 
yet fafe alterative in cutaneous difor¬ 
ders ; and has completed a cure after 
lalivation had failed. In venereal 
cafes, likewjfe, this medicine has pro¬ 
duced excellent effects. A mixt me 
of equal parts of the fulphur and ca¬ 
lomel (well triturated together, and 
made into pills with extrafts, &c.) 
may be taken from four to eight or 
ten grains, morning and night; the 
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patient keeping moderately Avarm, 
and drinking after each ' dofe a 
draught of adecoftion of the woods, 
or fimilar liquors. This medicine 
generally promotes perfpiration, 
fcarce occafioning any tendency to 
vomit or purge, or affedting the 
mouth. 

KERMES MINERAL IS. 

Karnes mineral. 

Take of 

Antimony, fixteen ounces; 

Any fixt alkaline fait, four 
ounces ; 

Watery one pint. 

Boil them together for two hours, 
then filter the warm liquor. As 
it cools, the kermes will preci¬ 
pitate. Pour off the water, and 
add to it three ounces of frefh 
alkaline fait, and a pint more of 
water: in this liquor boil the re¬ 
maining antimony as before; and 
repeat the procefs a third time, 
with .the addition of only two 
ounces of alkaline fait, and an¬ 
other pint of water ; filtering the 
liquor as at firft, and colledting 
the powders which fubftde from 
them in cooling. 

This medicine has of late been 
greatly efleemed in fome places,, 
under the names of Kermes mineral , 
pnlvis Carthitfanus , poudre des Char- 
ireux , &c. It was originally a 
preparation of Glauber, and for 
fome time kept a great fecret; till 
at length the French king purchafed 
the preparation from M. de la Li- 
gerie, for a confiderable fum, and 
communicated it to the public in 
the year 1720. In virtue, it is not 
different from the fulphurs above- 
mentioned. All of them owe their 
efficacy to a pajt of the regulus of 
.the antimony, which the alkaline 
fait, by the mediation of the ful- 
phur, renders foluble in water. 

• PANACEA ANTIMONII, 

Panacea of antimony. 

Take of 

Antimony, fix ounces ; 
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Nitre, two ounces; 

Common fait, an ounce and a 
half; 

Charcoal, an ounce. 

Reduce them into a fine powder, 

1 and put the mixture into a red- 
hot crucible, by half a fpoonful 
at a time, continuing the fire a 
quarter of an hour after the lafi: 
injection. Then either pour the 
matter into a cone, or let it cool 
in the crucible, which when cold 
muft be broken to get it out. 
In the bottom wiil be found a 
quantity of regulus; above thip 
a compact liver-coloured fub- 
ftance; and on the top, a more 
fpongy mafs; this laid is to be 
reduced into powder, edulco¬ 
rated with water, and dried, 
when it appears of a fine golden 
colour. 

This preparation is fuppofed to 
have been the bafis of Lockyee’s 
pills, which were formerly a cele¬ 
brated purge. Ten grains of the 
powder mixed with an ounce of 
white fugar-candy, and made up 
into a mafs with mucilage of gum 
tragacanth, may be divided into an 
hundred fmall pills ; of which one, 
two, or three, taken at a time, 
are faid to work gently by ftool 
and vomit. The compSdt liver- 
coloured lubftance, which lies im¬ 
mediately above the regulus, ope¬ 
rates more churlifhly. This laft 
appears to he nearly of the fame 
nature with the crocusantimonii, and 
the former with the anhmonium cum 
fulphure. 

ANTIMONIUM VITRIFICA- 
TUM; 

formerly 

VITRUM ANTIMONII. 

Vitrified antimony. 

Land. 

Take of antimony, powdered, four 
ounces. 

Burn it in a broad earthen veflel, 
railing the fire gradually, and 
ftirring with an iron rod, until 
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it no longer emits any fmoke.— 
With this powder filV two-thirds 
of a crucible, and fit on a cover; 
let the heat at firft be moderate, 
and afterwards ftronger, until it 
melts into glafs, which may be 
poured from the crucible. 
VITRUM ANTIMONII. 

Glafs of antimony. 

Edinb. 

Strew antimony reduced to a coarfe 
powder like fand, upon a (hallow 
earthen unglazed veflel, and place 
■ upon a moderate fire, that the 
antimony may be fiowly heated, 
flirri ’g the powder constantly at 
the fame time, that the antimony 
may not run into lumps*, white 
vapors, fmelling like fulphur, 
will arife ; when irhefe, with the 
fame degree of fire become defi- 
cieftt, inercafe the fire a little, 
that vapors may again exhale, 
and thus perfift till the powder 
brought to a red heat exhales 
no more vapors. This powder 
fhould be put into a crucible, 
and melted with a very flrong 
fire, until it puts on the appear¬ 
ance of liquified glafs ; then let 
it be poured out upon a brafs 
plate, or difh, made hot. 

The calcination of antimony, to 
fit it for making a tranfparent glafs, 
lucceeds very fiowly, uniefs the 
operator be very wary and circum- 
fpe<t in the management of it. 
The moil convenient veffel is a 
broad (hallow dilb, or a fmooth 
fiat tile, placed under a chimney. 
T'he antimony fhould be the purer 
fort, fuch as is ufually found at the 
apex of the cones. This, grofsly 
powdered, is to be evenly fpread 
over the bottom of the pan, fo as 
not to lie above a quarter of an 
inch thick on any part. The fire 
fhould be at firft no greater than«is 
juft fufticient to raife a fume from 
the antimony, which is to be now 
and then ftirred ; when the fumes 
beg in to decreafe, increafethe heat,- 
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taking care not to raife it fo high 
as to melt the antimony, or run 
the powder into lumps ; after fome 
time the veffel may be made red- 
hot, and kept in this date, until 
the matter will not, upon being 
ftirred, any longer fume. If this 
part of the procefs be duly con¬ 
duced, the antimony will appear 
in an uniform powder, without any 
lumps, and of a grev colour. 

With this powder fill two-thirds 
of a crucible, which is to be co¬ 
vered with a tile, and placed in a 
wind-furnace. Gradually increafe 
the fire, till the calx be in perfect 
fufion, when it is to be now and 
then examined' by dipping a clean 
iron wire into it'. If the matter, 
which adheres to the end of the 
wire, appear fmooth and equally 
tranfparent, the vitrification is com¬ 
pleted, and the glafs may be poured 
out upon a hot fmooth (lone, j>r 
copper-plate, and fuffered to cool 
by (low degrees, to prevent its 
cracking and flying.in pieces. It 
is of a tranfparent yeliowifh red co¬ 
lour. 

The glafs of'antimony ufually 
met with in the (hops, is faid to 
be prepared with certain additions: 
which may perhaps render it not 
fo fit for the purpofes here defign- 
ed. By the method above directed, 
it may be eafily made, in the re- 
quifite perfection, without any ad¬ 
dition. 

As antimony may be rendered 
nearly or altogether inactive by cal¬ 
cination, it might be expected that 
the calx and glafs of the prefent 
procefs would be likewife inert. 
But here the calcination is far lefs 
perfect than in the other cafe, where 
the inflammable principle of the 
regulus is totally burnt out by de¬ 
flagration with nitre; there the calx 
is of perfect whitenefs, and a glafs 
made from that calx (with the ad¬ 
dition of any faline flux, for of it- 
feif it will not vitrify) has little 
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colour : but here fo much of the 
inflammable principle is left, that 
the calx is grey, and the glafs of a 
high colour. The calcined anti¬ 
mony is faid by Boerhaave to be 
violently emetic. Experience has 
fliovvn that the glafs is id, infomuch 
as to be unfafe for internal ufe. 
It is employed chiefly, in the pre- 
fent practice, as being fubfervient 
to fome other preparations, parti¬ 
cularly the emetic tartar and an ti¬ 
nt onial wine ; and in combination 
with wax, t and fome other fub- 
flances, by which its power is ob- 
tunded. 

VITRUM ANTIMONII CE- 
RATUM. 

Cerated glafs of antimony. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Yellow wax, a dram ; 

Glafs of antimony, reduced into 
powder, an ounce. 

Melt the wax- in an iron velfel, and 
throw into it the powdered glafs; 
keep the mixture over a gentle 
fire for half an hour, continually 
ftirring it; then pour it bid upon 
a paper, and when cold grind it 
into powder. 

The glafs melts in the wax, with 
a very foft heat. After it has been 
about twenty rfiinutes on the fire, 
it begins to change its colour, and 
in ten more comes near to that of 1 
Scotch fnuff, which is a mark of 
its being fufficiently prepared. The 
quantity here let down lofes about 
one dram of its weight in the pro- 
cefs. 

This medicine has for fome time 
been greatly efteemed i x\ dyfenteries: 
feveral inflances of its good effects, 
in thefe cafes, may be feen in the 
fifth volume of the Edinburgh 
E{fays, from which the above re¬ 
marks on the preparation are taken. * 
The dofe is from two or three 
grains to twenty, according to the 
age and ftrength of the patient. In 
its operation, it makes fome perfons 


lick and vomit; it purges almoft 
every one ; though it has fometimes 
effected a cure, without occafioning 
any evacuation or ficknefs. 

Mr. Geoffroy gives two lingular 
preparations of glafs of antimony, 
which feem to have fome affinity 
with this. One is made by digefr- 
ing the glafs, mod fubtilely levi¬ 
gated, with a foiution of mafiich 
made in fpirit of wine, for three 
or four days, now and then Ilia king 
the mixture; and at lad evaporating 
the fpirit, fo as to leave the madich 
and glafs exadliy mingled. Gjafs 
of antimony thus prepared is faid 
not to prove emetic, but to adt 
merely as a cathartic, and that not of 
the violent kind. A preparation like 
this was hrd publifhed by Hartmann, 
under the name of chylijia. 

The other preparation is made 
by burning fpirit of wine upon the 
glafs three or four times, the pow¬ 
der being every time exquifitely 
rubbed upon a marble. The dofe 
of this medicine is from ten grains 
to twenty or thirty. It is faid to 
operate mildly both upwards and 
downwards, and fometimes to prove 
fudorifc. 

* ANT IM ONI UM MURIATUM. 

Lond. and Edinb. 

, formerly 

Causticum antimoniale and 
ButYRUM ANTIMONII. 

Muriated antimony. 

Lond. and Edinb. 

Take of 

Crocus of antimony powdered, 
Vitriolic acid,—each one pound ; 
Dried fea fait, two pounds. 

Pour the vitriolic acid jnto a retort, 
adding by degrees the fea-falt and 
crocus of antimony, previoufly 
mixed; then diftil in afand bath. 
Let the difiilied matter be expcfed 
to the air for feveral days, and 
pour the liquid from the dregs. 

In the former edition of the 
Edinburgh Difpenfatory the buty- 
rum antimonii , as this preparation 
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was called, was made by adding 
one part of crude antimony to two 
parts of muriated quickfilver, 
which after being thoroughly mixed 
was ciiftilled from a retort; in 
which procefs an oily liquor af- 
cended and congealed in the neck 
of the retort, appearing like ice: 
this was melted down by a live coal 
cautioully applied, and this oily 
matter was reclined in a glafs re¬ 
tort into a pellucid liquor. How¬ 
ever, now the college has adopted 
the fame method as that of London, 
which is confidpred not only as a 
lefs dangerous procefs, but alfo pre¬ 
ferable to any other. 

The muriated antimony appears 
to be a folution of the metallic 
pari of the crocus in the marine 
acid. If regulus of antimony were 
added in the diftillation of fpirit of 
lea fait without water, a like folu¬ 
tion would be made. 

When the congealed matter that 
rifes into the neck of the retort is 
liquefied by the moifture of the 
air, it proves lefs corrofive than 
when melted down and rectified 
by heat; though it feems, in either 
cafe, to be fufficiently Itrong for 
the ‘purpofes for which it is intend¬ 
ed, as the 4 onfuming of fungous fijh, 
and the callous lips of ulcers. Jt is 
remarkable, that though this faline 
concrete readily and almoft entire¬ 
ly dido Ives by the humidity of the 
air, only a fmSll quantity of white 
powder feparating, it nevertheiefs 
will not dilTolve on putting water 
to it directly. Even when previ- 
ouflv liquefied by the air, the addi¬ 
tion of water will precipitate the 
folution. 

And accordingly, by the addi¬ 
tion of water is formed, that once 
celebrated powder named Mercu- 
rius or Algerottfs Powder^ 

which has not now any place in 
either of the Pharmacopoeias. 

Mercukius vitjE, feu riTEVis 
Algerothi. 


Mercury of life , or Alger otb's powder. 
Take of 

Rectified butter of antimony, as 
much as you pleafe. 

Pour to it a fufficient quantity of 
fpring water, and an exceeding 
white powder will be precipitat¬ 
ed. Edulcorate this by repeated 
alFufions of warm water, and dry 
it by a flow fire. 

This powder has not, as its name 
fliould feem to imply, any thing of 
mercury in it, but is folely com- 
pofed of the reguline part of the 
antimony, corroded by the acid 
fpirit of fea fait; which acid is 
fo clofely united, as not to be fe- 
parated bv any ablution with wa¬ 
ter. Le Mort directs fo'me alka¬ 
line fait to be diflbived in the wa¬ 
ter, in order to obtund the acid. 
Several other methods alfo have 
been contrived for corredting and 
abating the force of this violent 
emetic; but they either leave it 
flill virulent, or render it inert. It 
has therefore-for a long time been 
laid afide by practitioners; and the 
Edinburgh college, who retained it 
in a preceding edition, have at a 
late revifal of their Pharmacopoeia 
expunged it. 

ARSENICUM ANTIMONIA- 
TUM. 

Antimoniated arfenic . 
vel 

CAUSTICUM ARSENICALE, 

Arfenical cauftic. 

Take of 

Powdered antimony, two ounces ; 
Arfenic, one ounce. 

Let thefe be fluxed together till 
they are perfectly united, and 
afterwards reduced to powder. 
This is a mofl ufefui compofition, 
well calculated for the reduction 
of excrefcences, or for the removal 
of parts in ill-conditioned uicers, 
which feem to obftruct their heal¬ 
ing ; it was a favourite plication 
of the late Mr. Jus amond’s, in 
his treatment of cancers; and may 
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be reduce^ to any degree of mild- 
nefs, by the addition - of powdered 
opium, which aliifts in reducing 
the violence of the pain. 

Bezoarthcitm minerale. 

Eezoar mineral. 

Take any quantity of muriated an¬ 
timony, newly re Aided, and gra- 
dually drop into it nitrous acid, 
till the effervefcence ceafes. — 
Draw off th'e fpirit in a glafs 
Veflel, placed in a fand-heat, till 
a dry powder remains behind. 
Add to this a little frefli nitrons 
acid, and again exficcate it. Re¬ 
peat this a third time: then 
commit the powder in a crucible 
to a naked fire, till it has re¬ 
ceived an almoft white heat, and 
detain it in this ftate for half an 
hour. 

This preparation may be eafier 
made, and withy greater fafety to 
the operator, by dropping the but¬ 
ter of antimony into three or four 
rimes its weight of nitrous acid, 
and diftilling the mixture in a re¬ 
tort, until a dry white mafs is left 
behind, which is afterwards to be 
calcined, as above dirc-fted. It 
may likewife be made by diftilling 
nitrous acid from the mercurius 
vitae, and calcining the remainder; 
or by deflagrating the mercurius 
vitae with thrice its weight of pure 
nitre. This laft method, propofed 
by We delis, is followed by the 
Auguftan college. r 

Bezoar mineral was formerly 
held in great efteem as a diaphore¬ 
tic ; but its reputation is at prefent 
almoft loft. It is not different in 
medical virtue, or in any fenfible 
quality, from the calces of antimo¬ 
ny made directly bv deflagration 
with nitre, fume of which have ge¬ 
nerally fupplied its place in the 
fliops. It appears at firft extraor¬ 
dinary, that the violent cauftic, 
muriated antimony, fhould be ren¬ 
dered indolent by the eorrofive fpi¬ 
rit of nitre. Plow this happens will 


be eafi’y underftood, upon confi. 
dering that the nitrous acid expels 
the marine (to which the cauftic 
quality is owing), and is itfelf 
expelled from moft metallic fub- 
ftances by fire. 

ANTIMONIUM TARTARISA- 
TUM. 

Loud. Kdi.nh. 
formerly 1 

TARTAR UM EMETICUM. 

Tar tar fed antimony. 

Lend. 

Take of 

Crocus of antimony, powdered, 
one pound and an half; 
Cryftals of tartar, two pounds ; 
Diftilled water, two gallons. 

Boil them in a glafs veflel about a 
quarter of an hour: filter the 
liquor through paper, and fet it 
by to cryftalife, 

Edinl. 

T ake of 

Muriatic antimony, any quan¬ 
tity- . 

Infufe it in hot u'ater, in which 
has been diffolved, before-hand, 
as much fixed alkaline vegetable 
fait, well purified, as will preci¬ 
pitate all the antimony, which 
being veell waflied, fnould be 
dried ; and boil nine drams of it 
with two ounces and an half 
of cryftals of tartar, finely 
powdered, in five pounds of 
water, till the powders are dif¬ 
folved ; ftrain the folution, eva¬ 
porate to a pellicle, and fet it to 
cryftallize. 

Though we have here two very 
different modes for procuring the 
tartarifed antimony, ftill the pro- 
du<ft is the fame, the reguline part 
of antimony united with the acid 
of tartar. 

To which mode the preference 
ought to be given is doubtful, as 
from both a very good compound 
may be formed. By fome the me¬ 
thod adopted by the Edinburgh 
college is thought moft eligible, for 
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’'Vhen it is formed from the pred¬ 
icate from the muriatic acid, there 
ls the Ieaft chance of its being un- 
Ce rtain in its operation. Bergius 
ar >d others have recommended the 
P re dpitation to be made by water ; 
out when it is procured by an al- 
^anne ley, it is more certainly freed 
r °m the muriatic acid, and will of 
c °urle be milder. 

By employing the wafhed cro- 
Cl!s ? as in the firft procefs, it 
proves of a whiter colour, and like- 
Xv ife more certain in ftrength; 
though it will ftill be fomewhat 
P i- ecarious in this laft refpedt, if the 
c , r yllailifation be complied with: 
*pr fome of the tartar, even though 
tr >e operation be performed with a 
Rood deal of care, will be apt to 
1,1 oot by itfelf, retaining little or 
^othing of the antimony. It fliould 
ee m therefore more eligible, as 
<>on as the folution has palled the 
^Ber, to proceed to the total eva¬ 
luation of the iiquor, or at leaf! to 
ev aporate lower than is ufual for 
^yftallifation, that the whole may 
h°ot at once 5 but in order to fe- 
Cure the uniform ftrength, after 
j e cryftals are all feparated from 
Be liquor, they ought to be beat 
*°gether in a glafs mortar, into a 
, ne powder, which will ar.fwer the 
t,e fired purpofe. 

/The tartarifed antimony is one 
0 heft of the antimonial emetics , 
Acting more powerfully than the 
Quantity of crocus contained in it 
W ° u lcl do by itfelf, though it does 
^. ot To much ruffle the conftitu- 
0lu And indeed antimonials in 
b^neral, when thus rendered folu- 
/ e By vegetable acids, are more 


fafe 

tha 


ind certain in their effedts, 
'pen the violent preparations of 
p‘ at mineral exhibited by them- 
• Ves > the former never varying 
/' t Beir adtion from a difference in 
ue food taken during their ufe, or 


fimilar circumftances, which occa- 
-fioning more or lefs of the others 
to be diflolved, make them'operate 
with different degrees of force.— 
Thus crude antimony, where acid 
food has been liberally taken, has 
fometimes proved violently emetic; 
whilft, in other circumftances, it 
has no fuch effedL 

The dofe of tartarifed antimony, 
when defigned to produce the full 
effect bf an emetic, is from four to 
fix or eight grains. It may likewife 
be advantageoufly given in fmaller 
doles, half a grain for inftance, as 
a diaphoretic and alterative in cuta¬ 
neous diforders ; and added, in the 
quantity of a grain, as a ffimulus 
to ipecacuanha, &c. Added to pur¬ 
gative medicines, in fmall dofes, it 
certainly affifts to their opera¬ 
tion, and makes them adl more 
quickly. 

Before we quit this fubjedl, it 
may be neceflary to make one ob- 
fervation—that the activity of the 
reguline part of antimony depends 
upon its union with acids; the 
union being formed either in the 
ftomach, with the acid to be met 
with in that organ, or from, and 
before it is adminiftered internally: 
hence it is why the calces are fo 
uncertain in their operation, fome¬ 
times operating violently, at others, 
not at all; and hence may it be ac¬ 
counted for why they produce fuch 
different effedts, at different times ; 
very fmall dofes being much more 
adtive at one time, than dofes 
much increafed are at another.— 
Hence it is obvious why the pre¬ 
parations, confifting of the regu¬ 
line part of antimony already in 
combination with an acid, are the 
moil certain and conftant in their 
operations ; and fuch is the tarta¬ 
rifed antimony, whofe dofes and 
effedts may be meafured with great 
exadtnefs. 

LI 





514 PHARMACEUTICAL PREPARATIONS. Part IIL 


Dr. BLACK’S Table of the 
Preparations of Aatimony. 

The Preparations of Antimony are 
obtained either from the crude 
antimony, or from the pure me¬ 
tallic part of it called regulus. 

From crude antimony. 

I. By simple pulverisation. 

Antimonium prteparatum. Ed. 

et Land. 

II. By THE ACTION OF HEAT 

AND AIR. 

Flores antimonii, fineaddito. 
Vitrum antimonii. Ed. et 
Lond. 

Vitrum antimonii ceratum. 

Ed, 

III. By THE ACTION QF FIXED 

ALKALIES. 

1. Joined with it by fufion. 
Hepaes of antimony. 

Hepar antim. rnitifiimum, vulgo 
Regulus antim. medi-cinalis. 
Hepar for the Kermes mineral 
of GeofFroy. 

Hepar for the tindtura anti- 
fnonii. Lond. 

2. Adling upon it in the form 
of a watery folution. 

Kermes mineralis. 
Sulphur antim. praecipitatum. 

Ed. et Lond . 
Vulgo Sulphur auratum anti¬ 
monii. 

IV. By MELTING OR DEFLA¬ 
GRATING IT WITH NITRE, 
WHICH' PRODUCES EITHER 
CRCCI ORCALCES OF ANTIM. 

Crocus antim. mil 3 dim ns, 
vfdgo Regulus antim. me- 
dicinalis. 

Crocus antimonii mitior. 
Crocus antimonii. Lond. 


Crocus antimonii, vulgo Cro¬ 
cus metallorum. Ed. 
Crocus antimonii lotus. 

Lond. 

Antimon. emeticum 
mitius. Boerh. 
Calx antimonii nitrata. Ed. 

Eulgo James’s powder. 

Calx antimonii. Lond. Eulgo 
Antim. diaphoreticum. 

V. By THE ACTION OF ACIDS. 

Antimon, Vitriolatum.— 
Klaunig.. 

Antimon. catharticum.—• 
Wilfon. 

Caufticurn antimoniale, vulgo 
Butyrum Antim. Ed. 
Caufticurn antimoniale.— 
Lond. 

s Mercurius vitae, fi ve pul- 
vis Algarotti. 
Bezpardicum minerale. 
Florus antim. cum fale 
ammoniaco. 

Tarta ru s ant i mon ialis,— 
vulgo erneticus. Ed. et 
Tartarus erneticus. 

Lond. 

Vinum antimoniale. Ed. et Lond, 
Vinum e tartaro antimoniali. Ed. 

From the regulus. 

! 

This metal feparated from the fill- 
phur bv different procefles, is 
called Regulus antimonii jimplex, 
Regulus antimonii martialis, Re¬ 
gulus jovialis, &c. From it were 
orepared, 

I. By THF ACTION OF HEAT 

AND AIR, 

Flores argentei, five nix antim. 

II. By THE ACTION OF NITRE, 

Cerufta antimonii. 
Stomachicum Poterii. 
AntihedHcum Poterii. 

Car diacum Poterii. 
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Preparations which have their name 
from antimony, but fcarcely 
contain any of its metallic part. 

Cinnabaris autimonii. Lond. 

Tindura antimonii. Land. 

In the various preparations of 
Antimony, the reguline part is 
dther combined with an acid, or in 
a condition to be aded upon by 
ac id in the ftomach ; and the gene¬ 
ral erfeds of antimonials are, dia- 
phorefis, naufea, full vomiting and 
purging, which perhaps may be 
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beft obtained by the forms of pre¬ 
pared antimony and emetic tartar. 
Some allege that antimonials are of 
moil ufe in fevers when they do 
not produce any fenfible evacua¬ 
tion, as is faid to be the cafe fome- 
times with James’s powder. Some 
therefore prefer it in typhus, and 
emetic tartar in fynochus, in which 
there is the appearance at fir If of 
more activity in the fyftem, and 
more apparent caufe for evacua¬ 
tion. 


Preparation of Bifmuth. 


SECT. IX. 

Preparation of Bismuth. 


T HIS metal refembles In ap¬ 
pearance the regulus of anti- 
piony ; but differs greatly from it, 
] u its pharmaceutical properties and 
medical qualities. It melts in a 
v er_v fmall -eat, long before igni¬ 
tion j and totally ditTolves, with 
great effervefcence, in dilute ni¬ 
trous acid, which only corrodes 
the antimonial metal. As a medi¬ 
cine, it feems, when pure, to have 
little or no effed; though fome 
preparations of it were formerly 
accounted diaphoretic. At pre¬ 
fect, only one preparation comes 
Under the notice of the apothecary 
or chemift, and that defigned for 
external ufe. 

Magisterium eismuthi. 
Magi fiery of bifmuth . 
HifTolve bifmuth in a proper quan¬ 
tity of dilute nitrous acid, with¬ 
out heat, adding the bifmuth by 


little and little at a time. Pour 
the folution into fixteen times its 
quantity of fair water. It will 
. grow milky,' and oh Handing for 
fome time, depofit a bright white 
precipitate: the addition of 

fpirit of wine will expedite 
the precipitation. Wafh the 
powder in frefh parcels of wa¬ 
ter; and dry it in a fliady place 
betwixt two papers. 

This preparation is of fome ef- 
teem as a cofmetic , which is the 
only ufe to which it is now applied. 
The diaphoretic virtues, attributed 
to it when taken internally, have 
very little foundation, and by the 
prefent pradice are not at ail re¬ 
garded. It was propofed to be re¬ 
ceived in our Pharmacopoeia at a 
late revifal, but was found much 
too infignificant to be admitted 
there. 


Lis 
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SECT. X. 

Compound metallic Ppeparations. 


LAPIS MEDICAMENTOSUS. 

The medicinal font. 

Lend. 

rpA-KE of 
JL Litharge, 

Bole armenic, or French bole, 
Alum,—each half a pound ; 
Colcothar of green vitriol, three 
ounces ; 

Vinegar, a quarter of a pint. 
Mix and dry them till they grow 
hard. 

This preparation is employed ex¬ 
ternally as an ajlringent, for fajlen- 
ing loofe teeth , preferring the gums , 
healing and drying up ulcers and 
wounds, and reprejjing defiuxions of 
thin acrid humours upon the ryes . It 
is fornetimes ufed in injections for 
checking a gonorrhoea, after the 
virulence is expelled. A prepara¬ 
tion much refembling this is faid, 
in the memoirs of the French aca¬ 
demy, to be greatly efteemed a- 
mong the furgeons in the army as 
a vulnerary. 

Specificum adstringens 
Maetzii. 

.din aflringent preparation taken from 
Maet %, which has keen Jcld under 
the name of 

Collated s flyptic powder. 

Take any quantity of iron filings, 
and as much fpirit of fait as will 
rife above them three or four 
inches. Digeft them together 
with a gentle heat, till the fpirit 
ceafe to a£t on the metal. Then 
pour off the liquor, evaporate it 
to one half, and add thereto an 
equal weight of fugar of lead. 


Continue the evaporation,With 
a fmall heat, until the matter re¬ 
main dry, and alTume a red co¬ 
lour. 

If the procefs be ftopt as foon as 
it becomes dry, it has exactly . 
the appearance of Colbatch’s 
powder. / It mu ft be kept dole ' 
from the air, otherwife it deii- 
quiates. 

This is faid to be the fiyptic , with 
which fo much noife was made 
fome time ago by the author of the 
Novum Lumen Chirurgia ; and for 
the fale of which, a patent was 
procured : only in that was ufed 
the vitriolic acid, inftead of 
muriatic in this ; a difference 
not very material. The prepara¬ 
tion Bands recommended in all 
kinds of hemorrhages and immoderate 
fluxes , both internally and exter¬ 
nally : the dofe is from four grains 
to twelve. It is undoubtedly an 
efficacious ftyptic, but for internal 
life a dangerous one. See the arti¬ 
cle Lead, audits preparations. 

Antihecticum Poterii. 

Poteriuds antiheSlic. 

Take of 

Martial regulus of antimony, fix 
ounces ; 

Fine tin, three ounces. 

Melt thefe together in a crucible ; 
then pour them out into a warm 
greafed mortar, and when the 
mafs is grown cold, grind it in¬ 
to a powder. Add to this thrice 
its weight of pure nitre, and de¬ 
flagrate the mixture in a cruci¬ 
ble, throwing in only a fpoon- 
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ful at a time ; then calcine it 
[that is, keep it in fufion] for 
an hour; and, having afterwards 
ground it into an impalpable 
powder, pour on it a fuflicient 
quantity of warm water.. Stir 
them well together with a peftle, 
till the water grows milky, which, 
thus loaded with the finer parts 
of the powder, is. to be poured 
off, and frefh water put to the 
remainder. Repeat this operation 
till nothing but indifToluble faeces 
remain behind. Sulfer all the 
milky liquors to reft. A powder 
will fall to the bottom, which is 
to be wafhed with repeated affu- 
fions of warm water, and laftly 
dried for ufe. 

The regulus of antimony fliould 
meltecf before the tin is added 
to it; for, if they both be put in- 
the crucible together, a part of 
tin will be diffipated by the 
deat requifite for the fufion of the 
rc “gulus. 

The chemifts have been greatly 
divided with regard to the propor- 
tion which thefe two ingredients 
° u ght to bear to one another. Some 
^ a ry fo much from the prefent pre¬ 
scription, as to order two parts of 
antimonial regulus to one of 
t] n ; others no more than one part 
fix. Nor have they agreed upon 
•■^e colour which this preparation 
° u ght to have 3 fome preferring 
^hat which is perfectly white, whilft 
°^ters look upon a blueifh tinge as 
a mark that the proportions have 
' e pn duly obferved, and the ope- 
ratl °n regularly performed. In the 
procefs above, it feems intended to 
white: for Without the obfer- 
■'ance of certain encheirefes, not 
d e re mentioned, as particularly 
culpining the powder after the ab- 
ufton, it will fcarce have any thing 
a blueifh caft. 

Praftical phyficians do not differ 
e * s in the accounts which they give 
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of the virtues of this celebrated me¬ 
dicine. Some extol it as an excel- 
lent diaphoretic, &c. others are ready 
to vouch, that it has done molt 
eminent fervice in hectical cafes; 
whiift many, of no fmall note, are 
not only confident that it has none 
of the virtues attributed to it, but 
utterly condemn it as unfafe, and 
capable of producing the very dif¬ 
ord ers faid to be remedied by its 
ufe. This affair probably will not 
be fatisfa&orily determined, till the 
virtues of calx of tin and calx of an¬ 
timony (of which this medicine is a 
mixture) fhall be better afcertained 
than they are at prefent. In the 
mean time, the ufe of the antihcfiic 
is in common pradice laid afide; 
and is not likely to be ever intro¬ 
duced again. 

Eezoardicum Joviale. 

Bczoar with tin. 

Take of 

Regulus of antimony, threa 
ounces; 

Pure tin, two ounces; 

Muriated mercury, five ounces. 
Melt the regulus of antimony in a 
crucible, and put to it the tin, 
fo as to make a new regulus ; to 
which, after being levigated, add 
the muriated mercury, and diflil 
the mixture ifi a retort. Let the 
muriated antimony which arifes in 
this procefs, be fixed, by three re¬ 
peated diftillations, with thrice its 
own quantity of nitrous acid. The 
powder is then to be calcined ; 
thrown, whilft ignited, into a 
proper quantity of fpirit of wine j 
and afterwards dried for ufe. 

This preparation is not greatly 
different from the foregoing. The 
muriated antimony feems to con¬ 
tain more of the tin, than of the 
antimonial regulus, united with 
the marine acid of the muriated 
quick-filver. The nitrous fpirit 
expels the marine, and is itfelf af¬ 
terwards expelled in the calcina- 
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tion ; leaving the powder a mere 
calx, fimilar to one prepared from 
the fame ingredients in a lefs trou- 
blefome manner, by deflagration 
with nitre. 

vEthzops antimoni ajlis. 

Antimon'utl atbiops. 

Let equal quantities of antimony 
and fea Lit be melted together in 
a crucible for an hour; when 
grown cold, a regains (impro¬ 
perly fo called) will be found in 
the bottom. This is to be fepa- 
> rated front the fcoriae that lie 
above it, and ground with an 
equal weight of purified quick- 
filver, until they are united. 

This medicine is faid to be of 
remarkable efficacy in venereal cafes 
of long funding, in cancerous tu¬ 
mours , fcorbutic and fcropbulous dif- 
orders , obfti.natc glandular obf ruc¬ 
tions, and fundry other chronical dif¬ 
ir,71 per s which elude the force of 
the common medicines. A few 
grains maybe given at firfit, and 
the dole gradually increafed, ac¬ 
cording to its operation, to a f’eru- 
pie or more, ft adts chiefly by 
promoting perfpiration. In fome con- 
ffitutions, it proves purgative ; and, 
in others, if the dofe be confider- 
able, emetic. 

Sundry other preparations of 
this kind have been held by fome 
people in confiderabie efteern, 
though not taken notice of by 
common practice. They have been 
generally compofed of mercury, 
united by triture either with crude 
antimony, the medicinal regulus, 
or the golden or precipitated ful- 
phur. 

Mr. Malouin, of the faculty of 
Paris, made trial of different me¬ 
thods for uniting mercury and 
crude antimony into an aethiops. 
Thofe which fucceeded I ihall here 
ex trade from his Chimie Medicinale . 

On g’itiding together two parts 
of antimony and one of mercujy, 


the mercurial globules difappeared 
in three hours, and the compound 
proved fimilar in appearance to the 
a?thiops made with the fame pro¬ 
portions of mercury and common 
fulphur.—Equal parts of the anti¬ 
mony and mercury were united 
with much more difficulty, requir¬ 
ing the triture to be continued for 
two days ; though it was found aKo, 
even with thefe proportions, that 
when the mercury was added, not 
all at once, but by little and little, 
the union might be effedled in five 
hours. — As common aethiops is 
made more perfedf, in regard to the 
intimate union of the ingredients, 
by heat than by triture; the moft 
perfedf antimonial aethiops aifo 
was obtained by means of fire, in 
the following manner. 

A heated crucible is to be rubbed 
in the infide with tallow, imme¬ 
diately covered, and let in the 
fire. When red-hot, throw in 
the antimony, beaten into coarfe 
powder, and cover the veffei 
again. When the antimony is 
melted, take the crucible out of 
the fire, throw in a fmall bit of 
tallow, pour an equal weight of 
heated quick-fiiver on different 
parts of the furface, cover the 
crucible for a moment, and, 
\ while the mixture is flill fluid, 
pour it out into a heated iron 
mortar. When grown cold, re¬ 
duce it into a powder, which is 
to be levigated on a marble. 

On this black powder the author 
diredfs fome fpirit of wine to be 
burnt two or thred times. This 
may very fafely be omitted, as it 
can nowife affedt the medicine.— 
The only difficulty in the procefs 
relates to fhe degree of heat of the 
melted antimony. If it be not fuf- 
ficiently fluid, the mercury cannot 
equally unite with it: and, if over" 
hot, great part of the mercury wiU 
be difnpated. 
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Mr. Malouin commends this 
^thiops, as a medicine of greateffi- 
Cacy in glandular obfrudtions , obfii- 
n ate cutaneous maladies of different 
kinds, inveterate rheumatifms , &C. It 
acts moft commonly by urine and 
pwfpiration , rarely purges, or occa- 


fions only fome flight naufea. The 
dofe is from one grain to twenty, 
two or three times a day, that is, 
from one to fixty grains in a day.— 
In fome perfons a dram has no 
fenfible operation; others are 
moved by fix grains. 
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PART IV. 

MEDICINAL COMPOSITIONS. 

CHAPTER I. 

POWDERS. 


T HIS form receives Such mate¬ 
rials only, as are capable of 
being Sufficiently dried to become 
pulverable without the lofs of their 
virtue. There are many fubftan- 
ces, however, of this kind, which 
cannot be conveniently taken in 
powder. Bitter acrid , fetid drugs , 
are too difagreeable ;•— emollient and 
mucilaginous herbs and roots are too 
bulky ; — pure gums cohere , and be¬ 
come tenacious in the mouth ; — 
.fixt alkaline J.alts liquefy upon ex¬ 
posing the compofition to the air ; 
—-and volatile alkalies exhale. 

The dofe of powders, in extem¬ 
poraneous prefcription, is general¬ 
ly about half a dram : it rarely ex¬ 
ceeds a whole dram; and is, not of¬ 
ten, lefs than a Scruple. Subftances 
which produce powerful effects in 
Smaller dofes, are not truffed to this 
form, unlefs their bulk be increaf- 
ed by additions of lefs efficacy. 
Thofe which require to be given in 
larger ones, are better fitted for o- 
ther forms. 

The ufual vehicle for taking the 


lighter powders, is any agreeable 
thin liquid. The ponderous pow¬ 
ders, particularly thofe prepared, 
from metallic fubftances, require a 
more confident vehicle, as fyrups; 
for, from thin ones, they foon fub- 
fide. Refinous fubftances likewife 
are moft commodioufly taken in 
thick liquors: in thin ones, they 
are apt to run into lumps, which 
are not eafily again diffblubie. 

General rules for making powders. 

I. 

Particular care ought to be taken 
that nothing carious, decayed, or 
impure, be mixed in the compo¬ 
fition of powders: the flalks and 
Corrupted parts of plants'are to 
be Separated. 

ir. 

The dry aromatics ought to be 
Sprinkled, during their pulverisa¬ 
tion, with a few drops of any 
proper water. 

III. 

The moifter aromatics may be 
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dried with a very gentle heat, 
before they are committed to the 
mortar. 

IV. 

Gums, and fuch other fubftances 
as are difficultly ptilverable, 
fliould be pounded along with 
the drier ones, that they may 
pafs the fieve together. 

V. 

No part fbould be feparated for 
ufe, until the whole quantity put 
into the mortar has palled the 
fieve, and the feveral liftings 
been mixed together; for thole 
parts of one and the fame fub- 
je< 5 f, which powder firfl, may 
prove different, at leaf! in degree 
of efficacy, from the refi. 

VI. 

Powders of aromatics are to be pre¬ 
pared only in fmall quantities at 
a time, and kept in glafs velfels 
very clofely flopt. 

If powders be long kept, and not 
carefully fecured from the air, their 
virtue is in great meafure deffrov- 
ed, although the parts in which it 
confiffs fliould not in other cir- 
cumflances prove volatile. Thus, 
though the virtues of ipecacuanha 
be fo fixt as to remain entire even 
in extracts made with proper men- 
ftrua, yet, as the college of Wirtem- 
berg obferves, if the powdered 
root be expofed for a length of 
time to the air, it lofes its emetic 
quality. 

PULVIS ANTILYSSUS. 

Powder againf the bite of a mad dog. 

Take of 

Adi-coloured ground liverwort, 
two ounces; 

Black pepper, one ounce. 

Beat them together into a powder. 

In a former Pharmacopoeia, the 
quantity of pepper was equal to 
that of the herb : which rendering 
the powder greatly too hot, the 
above diminution of it became ne- 
-ceflary. The virtue which this me¬ 
dicine has been celebrated for is 


exprefled in its title. The dofe is 
a dram and a half, to be taken in 
the morning faffing, in half a pint 
of cow’s milk warm, for four morn¬ 
ings together. 

Upon the authority of Dr. 
Mead, this formula has had a 
place in both the London and 
Edinburgh Pharmacopoeias ; but is 
now defervedly reje&ed, as a medi¬ 
cine inefficacious. 

PULVIS ARI COMPOSITUS. 

Compound powder of arum. 

Take of 

Arum roots, newly dried, two 
ounces; 

Calamus aromaticus, 

Burnet faxifrage roots,-—of each 
one ounce ; 

Caneila alba, fix drams ; 

Vitriolated tartar, two drams. 
Mix and make them into a pow¬ 
der. 

The pulvis ari compoftus was ori¬ 
ginally intended as a ftomachic: and 
in wcakncjfes and relaxations of the 
fomach , accompanied with a fur- 
charge of vifeid humours, it is 
doubtlefs a very ufeful medicine. 
It frequently alfo has good effeffs 
in rheumatic cafes , of which I have 
knowm fome infiances. The dofe 
may be from a fcruple to a dram, 
two or three times a day, in any 
convenient liquor. It fliould be 
ufed as frefli as poffible, for its vir¬ 
tue fuffers greatly in keeping. The 
arum root in particular, its capital 
ingredient, foon lofes the pungency 
in which its efficacy principally 
confiffs. 

PULVIS CRETACEUS. 

Chalk powder. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

White prepared chalk, four 
ounces ; 

Nutmeg, half a dram ; 

Cinnamon, one dram and an 
half. 

Mix into a powder. 

Thefe powders are confidered as 
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warm abforbents, and given in di¬ 
arrhoea, particularly fuch as ariie 
from acidity; and that with opium, 
in cafes of great irritability, where 
the aromatic abforbents require the 
affiftance of a fedative. 

PULVIS e CRETA 
COMPGSITUS fine OPIO. 
Compound powder of bole without o- 
p iu m. 

Loud. 

Take of 

Prepared chalk, half a pound ; 
Cinnamon, four ounces; 
Tormentil-root, *• 

Gum Arabic, — each three ounces; 
Long pepper, half an ounce. 
Reduce chefe ingredients into pow¬ 
der. 

PULVIS e CRETA' 
COMPOSITUS cum OPIO. 

Compound powder with opium. 
Lond. 

Take of 

Compound powder of chalk, 
eight ounces; 

Hard purified opium, powdered, 
one dram and aii half. 

Mix them. * 

PULVIS CERUSSfE COM¬ 
POSITUS. 

. Compound powder of cernjfe. 
Lond. 

Take of 

Cerufle, five ounces ; 

Sarcocoila, an ounce and a half; 
Gum tragacanth, half an ounce. 
Beat them together into a powder. 

This compofition is the trochifci 
albi of Razi, brought back to its 
original fimplicity with regard to 
the ingredients, and without the 
needlefs trouble of making it into 
troches. It is employed for exter¬ 
nal purpofes, as in collyria , lotions, 
and. injections, for repelling acrimoni- 
ous humours, and in inflammations. 

PULVIS CHELARUM CAN- 
CRI COMPOSITUS. 
Compound powder of crab's-claws. 
Lond. 

Take of 


Crab’s-claws, prepared, one 
pound ; 

Chalk, prepared, 

Red coral, prepared,—each three 
ounces. 

Mix them. 

Thefe powders have loft feveral 
of their ingredients, without any 
injury to their virtues ; and poffi- 
bly they would flail bear a further 
reduction; for both tire crab’s-eyes 
and claws are by themfelves at ieaft 
as effectual as any compofition of 
them with pearls and coral. In 
fome of our hofpitals, the follow¬ 
ing compofition is fubftituted. 

fPuLVIS TESTACEUS COMPO¬ 
SITUS. 

Compound tefaceous powder. 

Take of 

Oyfter - ftiells, prepared, one 
pound ; 

White chalk, half a pound. 

Mix them together. 

This cheap ab'forbent powder is 
at ieaft equally valuable, as a me¬ 
dicine, with the more coftly and 
compounded crab’s-claw and bezo- 
ardic powders of the fliops. Thefe 
kinds of preparations are given 
from half a fcruple to half a dram, 
for abforbing or deftroying acidi¬ 
ties in the firit pafiages; which 
feems to be the Only good effedfc 
that can be reafonably expefted 
from thefe fimple antacid earths. 
If they meet with no acid to dif- 
folve them, they promife to be in¬ 
jurious, rather than beneficial.— 
They have often been given in fe¬ 
vers, .under the notion 'of alexiphar- 
macs and fudorifics , from a fuppo- 
fition that thefe diforders are occa¬ 
sioned by a latent acid; and, 
though this theory is now explod¬ 
ed, the practice built upon it is, in 
good meafure, {till continued. So 
far are abforbents from being ufeful 
in thefe cafes, that fubftances of a 
diredtly contrary quality, mild aci¬ 
dulous liquors, are in general the 
nioll fuccelsful remedies, where- 
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ever the vis vitas is not too far de- 
preffed; and, where it is, the infi- 
pid indolent earths can contribute 
nothing to fupport or, raife it. 

It may here be proper to take 
notice of a quality hitherto little 
expected from thefe kinds of fub- 
ftances ; that of Jirongly promoting 
putrefaction. Flefn mixed with" a 

fmall proportion of chalk, and ex- 
poftd to a heat equal to that of the 
human body, not only corrupts 
fooner than without this, addition, 
but likewile in a far greater degree, 
'refolving in a few days into a per- 
mucus. This quality of the 
abforbent powders (for the difeo- 
very of which, with many* other 
curibus experiments on the fame 
fubjeft, the public is obliged to the 
ingenious Dr. Pringle) feems to 
forbid their ufe in all thofe kinds 
cf fevers where the animal juices 
2re already too much difpofed to a 
putrefactive Rate. We have before 
cbferved, that, in thefe cafes, 
•though very frequently employed, 
they are at belt unferviceable. Per¬ 
haps their ill effects would be of- 
tener feen, if it were not for the 
quantity of acids ufually given in 
acute difeafes. 

P U LV IS CONTR AYERVA, 
COMPOSITUS. 

Compound powder of contrayerva. 

Loud. 

Take of 

Compound powder of crab’s- 
claws, a pound and a half • 

Contrayerva-root, five ounces. 
Make them into a powder. 

Thefe powders were formerly 
directed to be made up into balls 
with water (and then called L/ 1 *is 
contrayerva); a piece of trou¬ 
ble now laid afide as ndedlefs; 
for it was neceffarv to reduce the 
balls into powder again before they 
could be ufed. Nor did that form 
contribute, as has been imagined, 
to their prefervation; for it is 
fcarce to be fuppofed, that the 


powder will lofe more by being 
kept for a reafonable length of 
time in a clofe-ftopt glafs, than the 
balls will, in the humedfation with 
water, and exficcation in the air, 
before they are fit for being put by 
to keep. Thefe medicines have a 
much better claim to the title of 
alexipharmic and fudorific, than the 
two foregoing compofitions. The 
contrayerva by itfelf is fuch,. and 
proves very ferviceabie in low fe¬ 
vers, where the vis vitae is weak, 
and a diaphorejis to be promoted. 
It is pollible, that the crab’s-claws 
powders are of no further fervice, 
than as they divide this powerful 
ingredient, and render it fupport- 
able to the ftomach. 

PULVIS IPECACUANHA 
COMPOSITUS j 

VltlgO 

PULVIS DOVERI. 

Compound powder of ipecacuanha . 

Load. Ldinb. 

Take of 

Ipecacuanha, 

Hard purified opium, — each* 
powdered, one dram ; 

Vitriolated kali, or lixiva, one 
ounce. 

Mix them. 

In this, as well as all other pow¬ 
ders, w here opi u m, (cam m on y, aloes, 
calomel, or any other adlive ingre¬ 
dients enter the compofition, the 
operator fliould be particularly 
careful, that they fliould be equally 
diftributed, left different portions 
fliould differ in ftrengrh. 

This powder is confidered as one 
of the mod certain fudorifics of 
which 'we are in poffeffion, and 
hence fuppofed to be a very effec¬ 
tual remedy in rheumatifms , and 
^alfoufeful in other diforders, where 
a cuticular difeharge is wanted to 
be promoted : hence it is given in 
dropfy, &c. The dofe is from five 
to fix grains to fixtecn or upwards, 
according as the patient’s ilrength 
and ftomach are able to bear it. 
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It is neceflary to o'bferve, that 
patients fhould avoid much drink¬ 
ing immediately after it has been 
adminifLred—becaufe that may oc- 
cafion it to be rejected bv vomit¬ 
ing, before any other efFe£t can be 
produced. 

PUL VIS OPIATUS. 

Opiate powder. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Hard purified opium, one dram; 
Burnt and prepared hart (horn, 
nine drams. 

Mix them. 

This powder may be confidered 
as a good opiated abforbent; and 
where there are prevalent acidities 
on the ftomach, probably aflift the 
opium in preventing the acidity 
from weakening its etfefts, and by 
forming with the acid a neutral fait, 
may in fome degree prove a fudo- 
rific. It may ’alfo become an ufe- 
ful fuccedaneum for the pulvis ipe¬ 
cacuanhas compofitus, in patients 
whofe fromachs are fo circum- 
ftanced, as to be eafily moved by 
very flight dofes of ipecacuanha, as 
is fometimes the cafe. Befides, as 
, ten grains of this powder contain 
one of opium, we can exhibit opi¬ 
um in any fmall quantity which 
may be required, with the greateft 
nicety. 

PULVIS JALAPT, COMPO- 
* SITUS. 

Compound powder of jalap. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Jalap root, one ounce ; . 
Cryftals of tartar, two ounces. 
Mix, and- rub them together dili¬ 
gently for fome time, fo as that 
they may form a very fine pow¬ 
der. 

The addition of the cryftals of 
tartar is ordered to corretft the grip¬ 
ing elfe£is of the jalap, which it is 
Hid effectually to do, if they are 
beat very well together, and a very 
perfect and minute mixture form¬ 


ed. It is an excellent purgative, 
well calculated to clear the in- 
teftinal tubes and evacuate the 
ferous fluids from the fyftem in 
general. 

PULVIS E MYRRHA COM¬ 
POS IT US; 

Compound powder of myrrh. 

Loud. 

Take of 
Dried favin, 

Dried rue, 

Myrrh, 

Ruffian caftor, — of each one 
ounce. 

Rub them together into a powder. 

This is a-reformation of the tro- 
chifci e myrrha , a competition con¬ 
trived by Rhazes againit ute¬ 
rine obftru<£tion$. It may be taken 
in any convenient vehicle, or made 
into boiufes, from a fcruple to a 
drain or more, two or three times a 
dav. 

PULVIS E SCAMMONIO 
COMPOS ITUS. 

Compound powder of fcammony. 
Load. 

Take of 
Scammony, 

Extract of jalap,— of each two 
ounces; 

Ginger, half an ounce. 

Powder them feparately, and mix 
them, 

PULVIS SCAMMONII COM- 
S POSITUS CUM ALOE. 

Compound po wder of fcammony with 
aloes. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Scammony, fix drams ; 

Har d extract of jalap, 

Socotorine aloes, — of each one 
ounce and a half; 

Ginger, half an ounce. 

Powder them feparately, and mix 
them. 

This medicine is well calculated'' 
to afford relief in obftinate coftive- 
nefs, in dofes of from five to ten 
grains; for the combination of the 
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three powerfully pu-rgative ingre- Ed mb. 


dients conftitutes a very a61ive corn- 
pofition, particularly to torpid ha¬ 
bits, where fuch medicines become 
neceftary. 

PUL Vi S SCAMMONII CUM 
CALOMELANE. 

Powder of fcammony , with calomel. 
c Take of 

Scammony, haif an ounce; 

Calomel, 

Double refined fugar,—of each 
two drams. 

Rub them feparately to powder, 

and mix them. 

Here the fcammony is affifted in 
its operation, by the calomel; 
which not only renders it iifeful in 
cafes of obftinate conftipation, but 
alfo in dropfies, where a large dif- 
charge of water is required ; for, 
by the ftimuiant power of calomel, 
the abforbent fyftem is very likely 
to have its action much increafed. 

This powder has been ufually 
prepared with diaphoretic anti¬ 
mony and crvitals of tartar, and 
called, from its firft publisher, 
PUL VIS CORNACHINI, which, 
in the Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia, 
is thus directed. 

Take of 

Diaphoretic antimony, 

Cream of tartar, 

Scammony,— each equal parts. 
Make them into a powder. 

This may be given to the quan¬ 
tity of a dram or more. The tar¬ 
tar and antimonial calx appear to 
be no further ufeful, than as they 
divide the texture of the ^cam- 
mony; though Cornachini pro- 
pofes notable advantage from fome 
cfeobftruent quality in the tar¬ 
tar, whereby the vefiels fliall be 
opened, and the noxious humours 
prepared for expulfion; and from 
the preparation of antimony, though 
it have no fenfible operation, he 
expe&s fome fhare of the fame fuc- 
cefs which fometimes attends the 
rougher preparation of that mineral. 


Take of 
Scammony, 

Cryftals of tartar,—of each two 
ounces. 

Mix, and let them be well rubbed 
together, that they may form a 
powder. 

Here we have two preparations, 
differing very widely in the conr- 
pofition, though bearing the fame 
name, one of them that of the 
London Pharmacopoeia, highly in- 
creafmg the purgative power of the 
fcammony, and the heating quality 
of the compofition, whilft that of 
Edinburgh has added not only a 
flight auxiliary, but alfo a cooling 
correftor. Though they may both 
of them be ferviceable, under par¬ 
ticular circumflances, we cannot 
avoid confeffing, that, in general, 
we fhould prefer that of Edin¬ 
burgh. 

PUL VIS E SENA COMPOST 
TUS. • 

Compound powder of fena . 

Lond. 

Take of 

1 Cryftals of tartar, 

Sena,—each two ounces; 
Scammony, half an ounce ; 
Ginger, two drams. 

Powder the fcammony by itfelf; 
and all the other ingredients to¬ 
gether. Then mix them. 

This powder is given as a cathar¬ 
tic, in the dofe of two fcruples, or 
a dram. The fpice is added, not 
only to divide, but to warm the 
medicine, and make it fit cafier on 
the ftomach. The fcammony is 
ufed as a ftimnlus to the fena.— 
The quantity of the latter neceffa- 
ry for a dofe, when not affifted by 
fome more powerful material, is too 
bulky to be conveniently taken in 
this form. 

PUL VIS ASARI COMPOSI- 
TUS. 

Loud. Edlnb . 
formerly 
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PUL VIS STERN UT AT GRIDS. 

Lond. 

PUL VIS CEPHALICUS, 

j Edinb. 

Compound powder of afarab ace a . 
Land. 

Take of 

Sweet afarabacca, 

Marjoram, 

Syrian herb maftich, 

Lavender flowers, — of each, 
dried, equal weights. 

Powder them together. 

PUL VIS CEPHALICUS. 

Cephalic powder . 

Edinb. 

Take of 

The leaves of afarum, three 
parts ; 

Lavender flowers, 

Leaves of marjoram,—one part. 
Beat them together into a pow¬ 
der. 

Thefe powdefs are both agreea¬ 
ble and efficacious errhines, and 
fuperior to moll of thofe ufually 
foid under the name of herb fnuff. 

In cafes of obltinate bcad-achs , 
and of inflammation's of the eyes, of 
long continuance, they have proved 
very efficacious remedies, for they 
differ very little in their effedfs : — 
they have alfo been of ufe in 
rheumatic pains of the face , and 
fume fpccics of tootb-ach. 

Five or fix grains, fnuffed lip the 
nofe at bed-time, will act the next 
day as a powerful errhine, occafion- 
inga frequentfneezing, and copious 
difcharge from the nofe. But care 
mull be taken, during the operation, 
to avoid expofure to the cold air. 
PUL VIS ALUM INIS COM'PO- 
SITUS. 

vulgo 

Compound po~a dec of alum . 
Edinb. 

Take of 

' Alum, one ounce and an half; 

Gum kino, three drams. ' 

Rub them together into a fine pow¬ 
der. 


This powder has long been in 
repute as an aftringent, under the 
title of Pulvis stypticus Hel- 
vetii. Though, by fubflituting 
the gum kino, inflead of the dra¬ 
gon’s blood, which ufed to have a 
place in this formula, the me dcine 
is much improved, in as much as 
the gum pofleifes more certain and 
fuperior aftringent powers. It is 
undoubtedly a very powerful me¬ 
dicine ; particularly efficacious in 
uterine haemorrhages. Some direct 
the ingredients to be melted toge¬ 
ther before they are powdered. But 
this circumftance does not appear 
to be necefiary. 

PULVIS E SUCCINO COMPO- 
SITUS. 

Compound powder of amber . 
Loud. 

Take of 

Amber prepared, 

Gum arabic,—each ten drains; 
Juice of hypociltis, x 

Balau (lines, 

Japan earth,—-each five drams; 
Olibanum, half an ounce; 
Strained opium, one dram. 

Beat them together into a pow¬ 
der. . 

This powder is compofed of the 
more unexceptionable ingredients 
of the Taocruscr e caxabe of a 
former Pharmacopoeia. The arti¬ 
cles omitted, which are as many in 
number as thole now retained, 
were manifeftly abfurd or fuper- 
fluous.; and the making it up into 
troches', a very unnecefiary trouble. 
1 he medicine, as now reformed, 
may be looked upon as an ufefui 
and tolerably elegant aftringent; 
though pofliblv the ingredient 
which it receives name from, con¬ 
tributes little to its virtue. Two 
fcruples of the compoution contain 
one grain of opium. 

PULVIS E TR AG AC ANT HA 
COMPOS! TUS. 

Co/npoundpowder of gum iragacanib • 
Loud. 
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Take of 

Gum tragacanth, 

Gum arable, 

Starch,—each an ounce and an 
half ; 

Double refined fugar, three 
ounces. 

Grind them into a powder. 

This, powder is a mild emolli¬ 
ent; and hence becomes fervicea- 
ble in hectic cafes , tickling coughs, 
Jlrangury , fome kind of alvinc fluxes, 
and other diforders proceeding from 
a thin acrimonious Jiate of the hu¬ 
mours , or an ahrafton of the mucus of 
the intejlincs. They foften, and give 
a greater degree of confiftency to 
the former, and defend the latter 
from being irritated or excoriated 
by them. All the ingredients coin¬ 
cide in thefe general intentions. 
The dofe is from half a dram to 
two or three drams, which may be 
frequently repeated. 

PULVIS ALOES CUM CA- 
NELLA. 

formerly 

HIERA PICRA. 

Powder of aloes, with canella. 
Take of 

The gum of Socotorine aloes, 
one pound ; 

White canella, three ounces. 
Beat them feparately into powder, 
and then mix them together. 
This is an ufeful aloetic purga¬ 
tive, the canella being a good cor¬ 
rector of the aloes. It is feldom, 
however, given in this form, more 
frequently in electuary, or pills; 
and ufed to form the bafis of a 
tinfture, called tinftura facra; fa- 
cred tin&ure. 

PULVIS ALOES CUM FERRO, 

inf e.ad of the 

PILIJLT, ECPHRACTKEE. 
Powder of aloes, with iron. 
Lond. 

Take of 

Socotorine aloes, an ounce and 
an half; 

Myrrh, two ounces; 


Dried extra# of gentian, 
Vitriolated iron,—of each one 
ounce. 

Let them be powdered feparately, 
and then mixed together. 

This is a ufeful deobftruent, and 
often given in cafes of obftrudfed 
catamenia, as all the articles are 
calculated to promote that falutary 
difeharge. 

PULVIS ALOES CUM GUAI- 
ACO, 

infead of the 

PILUL/E AROMATICfE. 

Powder of aloes, with guaiacum. 
Lond. 

Take of 

Socotorine aloes, one otmee and 
an half; 

Gum refin of guaiacum, one 
ounce ; 

Aromatic powder, half an 
ounce. 

Rub the aloes and gum refill fepa¬ 
rately, to powder; and then mix 
them with the aromatic powder. 
This, when taken in fmall dofes, 
promotes pcrfpiration, in larger 
ones, is a warm purgative. 

PULVIS AROMATICUS ; 

formerly 

SPECIES AROMATICA. 
Lond. PLdinh. 

Aromatic powder. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Cinnamon, two ounces; 

Lefier cardamom feeds, hulked, 
Ginger, 

Long pepper,—each one ounce. 
Beat them together into a powder. 

pdinb. 

Take of 
Cinnamon, 

Lefier cardamom feeds, 

Ginger,—each two ounces. 

Beat them together into a powder. 

Both thefe compofitions are a- 
greeable, hot, fpicy medicines; 
and may be ufefully taken in cold 
phlegmatic habits , and decayed confi- 
tut ions, for warming the f crunch, 


C.iap, I, Pozvdc 

promoting digcfiinn , and Jlrcngthcning 
t ke tone of the vifecra. The dole is 
from ten grains to a fcruple and 
Upwards. The firft is confiderably 
fre warmeft, by the introdu&ion of 
fre long pepper. 

PUL VIS DIGESTIVUS. 

D gtjlive powder. 

Take of 

Vitriolated magnefia, 

Rhubarb,—each equal parts. 

The fait quickens the purgative 
of the rhubarb, whilft the 
Lmbarb incyeafes the tone of the 
ftomach : hence it is fuppoied to 
affift the digeftive powers, at. the 
fame time that it empties the in- 
teftines. 

PULVIS DYSENTERICUS. 

Dyfcnteric powder. 

Kdinb. 

Take of 

Rhubarb, one ounce; 

Calcined hartfhorn, half an 
ounce; 

Gum Arabic, three drams; 

Cafcarilla bark, two drams. 

Mix and reduce them to a very fine 

powder. 

In this compofition is united to 
a tonic purgative a Hill Jtronger tonic 
to the cafcarilla ; an abforbmt ; and 
a demulcent; the powers of which 
v ’Hl render it a very ufeful. medi¬ 
cine in dyfenteric cafes, alter the 
v iolence of the difeafe is con¬ 
quered ; and when there remains a 
debilitated and abraded Hate of the 
tnteftines. 

PULVIS FUMALIS. 

Fumigation powder. 

Take of 
Oiibanum, 

Amber, 

Maftich,—each three parts; 

Sforax, two parts; 

Benzoin and Labdanum, each 
one part. 

Its title ejtprefies its v.fe, .giving 
on burning a fragrant odour, to 
Countcradt olfenfive fmells, fumi- 
g a ting a lick room; and counter- 


adting putrid or other noxious Va¬ 
pours diffufed \in the atmofphere. 
PULVIS ARTHRITICUS AMARUS, 
Bitter gout powder. 

Par/. 

Take of ' # 

Gentian root, 

Round birthwort root, 

Rhapontic root. 

Germander leaves, 

Groundpine leaves, 

Lefier centaury tops,—of each 
equal parts. 

Make them into a powder. 

Compolitions of this kind were 
in ufe among the ancient Greek 
phyficians, aud made a confider* 
able part of their practice in gouty 
and arthritic complaints. But while 
they beftow great praifes on them 
in cold and phlegmatic conftitu- 
tions, they very properly condemn 
them as being extremely hurtful in 
the hot ana bilious. Afterwards, 
on account probably of the ill con- 
fequences arifing from their indif- 
criminate ufe, thefe medicines fell 
into negledi, til, the introdudlion 
of the Greek volumes into the weft- 
ern parts of Europe, when they 
were tranferib d by lome of the 
earlier medical writers, and brought 
into fome efteem in Italy, Ger¬ 
many, Switzerland, &c. A form 
differing from the above only in 
the omiflion of the rhapontic root, 
was fome years ago brought thence, 
as a family receipt, by a perfon of 
high rank, who having experienced 
remarkable benefit from it in an 
hereditary gout, ordered it to be 
printed, and copies delivered to all 
who Ihould alk for them. (See the 
Medical Obfervations and Inqui¬ 
ries, publilbed by a focietv of 
phyficians in London, vol. i. 
p. 126.) The diredlions for ufing 
this medicine are to the following 
eifedt: 

“ Take one dram of the powder 
“ every morning fading, in a cup 
“ of any agreeable liquor, failing 
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“ an hour and a half after if.— 
44 Continue this for three months 
44 without interruption, then di- 
44 minifh the dofe to three quarters 
44 of a dram for three months 
44 longer, then to'half a dram for 
44 lix months more. After the firfl 
44 year, it will be fufficient to take 
44 half a dram every other day. 
44 As this medicine - operates in- 
44 fenfibly, it will take perhaps 
44 two years before any great be- 
“ nefit is received. In rheuma- 
44 tifms that are only accidental, a 
44 few of the dram dofes may do : 
44 but in habitual rheumatifms, 
44 and filch as are of long Handing, 
“ it muft be taken as for the gout. 
44 The remedy requires patience, as 
44 it operates but How in both 
“ cafes.” 

Dr. Clephane remarks (in the 
learned and judicious paper above 
referred to) that this medicine will 
probably do good in many cafes, 
for in many cafes there is reafon to 
believe it extremely proper; but 
that an indifcriminate ufe of it will 
probably again do what alike abufe 
formerly did, bring a good medi¬ 
cine into di freon te. 

PUL VIS NITKOSUS. 

Nitrous powder. 

Take of 

Purified nitre, three ounces ; 

Salt of forrel, one ounce ; 

Double refined fugar, ten 
ounces. 

Let them be mixed. 

This is a very convenient and 
agreeable form of exhibiting nitre ; 
for, whilft the fugar ferves to di¬ 
vide and diffufe it, it corrects its 
tafte, and the fait of forrel adds to 
its cooling power. 

PuLVIS CARMINATIVUS. 

Carminative powder. 

Take of 

Anileed, 

Sweet fennel feed,—-each two 
fcruples; 

Ginger, one fcruple; 


Nutmegs, half a fcruple ; 

Fine fugar, half a dram. 

Reduce them into a powder, for 
four dofes. 

This powder is employed for 
expelling flatulencies ariflng from in • 1 
digeflion , particularly thofe to 
which hypochondriacal and hyfte- 
rical perions are fubjett. It is like- 
wife ufefully given in the gripes of 
young children , either mixed with 
their food or otherwife. 

PuLVIS DIURETICUS. 

Diuretic powder. 

Take of 

Purified nitre, ten grains ; 

Salt of amber, four grains ; 

Oil of turpentine, three drops ; 
Fine fugar, one fcruple. 

Drop the oil upon the lugar, then 
add the falts, and grind the whole 
together. 

This powder is a very efficaci¬ 
ous diuretic , and may be given to 
advantage in cafes where the affilt- 
ance of fuch forcing medicines is 
required. The falts fomewhat abate 
the heating quality of the oil, and, 
at the fame time, cool and relax the 
pafiages. 

PULVIS ROBORANS. 

Strengthening povjder. 

Take of 

Extra# of Peruvian bark, twelve 
grains; 

Salt of fteel, two grains ; 

Ojl of cinnamon, one drop; 
Fine fugar, half a dram. 

Having mixed the oil with the fu¬ 
gar, add the other .ingredients, 
and grind the whole well toge¬ 
ther, for two dofes. 

This medicine has a much better 
title to the appellation of a ftfength- 
ener, than thofe uftlally met with 
under that name in Difpenfatories. 
In lax habits, debilities of the-nervous 
fvflem, and the weakneffespeculiar to 
either Jex, it has generally good ef¬ 
fects. 

Pulvis ad STRUMAS. 
Powder againfl the king’s evil • 


Pozvders. 
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Take of 

Burnt fponge, one fcfuple; 

Nitre, 

Coralline, 

Fine fugar,—each half a fcruple. 
Reduce them into powder. 

This powder is recommended in 
Jcrophulous diforders and obf ru ft ions 
of the glands. It is fuppofed to 
open and deterge, the minute veffels, 
and carry off the offending matter by 
urine. Dr. Mead informs us, in 
his Monita Medica , that he very fre¬ 
quently experienced its good ef- 
fefis. " He ufed to give the quan¬ 
tity above prefcribed twice a day, 
with three or four glades of the 
iefs compounded lime-water along 
with each dofe. If the patient 
were much emaciated, the lime- 
water was mixed with about an 
equal quantity of milk. 

PuLVIS VERMIFUGUS. 

Vcrjnijugc powder. 

Take of i. 

Tanfv flowers, 

Worm-feed,—each three drams j 

Salt of fteel, one dram. 

Make them into a powder, 


Take of d. 

Tin reduced into fine powder, 
two drams ; 

ALthiops mineral, half a dram ; 

Fine fugar, one fcruple. 

Mix them well together. 

Take of 3. 

Choice rhubarb, three drams j 

Scammony, 

Calomel,—-each one dram. 

Mix and make them into a potv- 

der. 

All thefe compofitions are well 
calculated for the purpofe exprefl- 
ed in the title. The firfl: is given 
in the hofpitals, in dofes of half a 
dram twice a day ; which quantity 
contains about four grains and a 
half of the fait of fteel. The fe- 
cond is divided into three or four 
dofes; one of which is taken every 
morning, and a cathartic on the day 
following. The third, which is a 
brilk purgative, is ufed in the 
quantity of half a dram, after the 
others have been premifed; or it 
is taken once or t wice a week with¬ 
out their affiftance. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Troches and Lozenges. 


T ROCHES and lozenges are 
compoled of powders made 
up with glutinous fubftances into 
little cakes, and afterwards dried. 
This form is principally ufed for 
the more commodious exhibition 
of certain medicines, by fitting 
them to difTolve flowly in the 
mouth, fo as to pafs bv degrees into 
the ftomach. Hence thefe prepara¬ 
tions have generally a confiderable 
proportion of fugar, or other ma¬ 
terials grateful to the palate. Some 
powders have likewife been reduc¬ 
ed into troches, with a view to their 
prefervation; though poilibly for 
no very good reafons; fince the 
nioiftening, and afterwards drying 
them in the air, muft in this light 
be of greater injury, than any ad¬ 
vantage accruing from this form 
can counterbalance. 

General rules for making troches. 

The three firfi: rules laid down for 
making powders, are alfo to be 
oblerved in the powders for 
troches. 

II. 

If the mafs prove fo glutinous as 
to Hick to the fingers in making 
up, the hands may be anointed 
with any convenient fweet or a- 
romatic oil; or fprinkled with 
powder of ftarch, or with that 
of liquorice. 

III. 

In order to thoroughly dry the 
troches, put them on an inverted 
fieve, in a fhady, airy place, and 
frequently turn them. 

IV. 

Troches are to be kept in glafs 


veflels, or in earthen ones well 
glazed. 

TROCHISCI AMYLI. 

Lond. 

TROCHISCI ARABICI. 

Edinh. 

vulgo 

TROCHTSCI BECHICI ALBI. 

Troches of Jlarch. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Double refined fugar, a pound 
and a half; 

Starch, an ounce and a half; 
Liquorice, fix drams ; 

Florence orris root, half an 
ounce. 

Reduce thefe ingredients into pow¬ 
der, which is to be made up 
into troches with a proper quan¬ 
tity of mucilage of gum traga- 
canth. 

Edinh. 

Take of 

White fugar, one pound ; 

Gum arabic, four ounces; 

Starch, one ounce. 

Reduce them to a fine powder, and 
make them into a mafs with role 
water, and form them kto 
troches. 

Thefe compofitions are very 
agreeable pectorals, and may be 
ufed at pleafure. They'are calcu¬ 
lated for Joftening acrimonious hu¬ 
mours , and allaying the tickling 
in the throat , which provokes 
coughing. 

TROCHISCI GLYCYRRHIZiL. 
Lond. Edinh, 
vulgo 

TROCHISCI BECHICI 
NIGRI. 
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Troches of liquorice. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Extra# of liquorice, 
Double-refined fugar,—each ten 
ounces ; 

Gum tragacanth, powdered, 
three ounces. 

Rub them together, and drop upon 
them fo much water as will make 
the mafs foft enough to be form¬ 
ed into troches. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Extra# of liquorice, 

Gum arabic,—each four ounces; 
White fugar, eight ounces. 
Diflblve them in boiling water, and 
ftrain ; afterwards evaporate the 
liquor with a gentle fire, to a 
proper confiftence to be made in¬ 
to troches. 

Thefe compofitions are defigned 
fop the fame purpofes as the white 
pe#oral troches before defcribed. 
In foreign Pharmacopoeias there 
are fome other troches of this kind, 
under the titles of trocbifci bechici 
fan: and rubri; the former are 
coloured with faffron, the latter 
with bole armenic. The diflolv- 
ing and {training of the extra# of 
liquorice and gum arabic, as now 
ordered in the latter of thefe pre- 
fcriptions, is a confiderable im¬ 
provement ; not only as they are 
by thofe means more uniformly 
mixed than they can well be by 
beating; but Jikewife as they are 
thereby purified from the heteroge¬ 
neous matters, of which both thofe 
drugs have commonly no fmall ad¬ 
mixture. 

TROCHISCI de MIN 10 . 

Red lead troches. 

Take of 

Red lead, half an ounce ; 
Muriated quick-filver, one 
ounce; 

Crumb of the fine ft bread, four 

ounces. 


Make them up with rofe-water in¬ 
to oblong troches. 

Thefe troches are employed only 
for external purpofes as efcharotics. 
They are powerfully fuch, and 
require a good deal of caution in 
their ufe. 

TROCHISCI CRETyE. 

Lond. Edinb. 

VlllgO 

TABELLyE CARDIALGICyE. 

j Troches of chalk. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Chalk prepared, four ounces; 
Crabs’ claws, prepared, two 
ounces; 

Cinnamon, half an ounce ; 
Double refined fugar, three 
ounces. 

Rub them to powder, and with 
mucilage of gum arabic make 
troches. 

Edinb, 

Take of 

Chalk, prepared, four ounces; 
Gum arabic, one ounce; 
Nutmeg, one dram; 

Double refined fugar,,fix ounces. 
Let them be well mixed together in 
powder, and with the addition 
of water, make them into 
troches. 

TROCHISCI MAGNESLE. 

Troches of magnefa . 

Lond. 

Take of 

Calcined magnefia, four ounces ; 
Double refined fugar, two 
ounces; 

Ginger, powdered, one fcruple. 
Rub them together, and with mu¬ 
cilage of gum arabic make them 
into troches. 

Thefe troches are intended for 
relieving pains in the ftomach, 
arifing from acidities: in the for¬ 
mer, the union of the acid is Did 
to form a reftringent; with the 
latter, a purgative fait: according 
to the Rate of the patient’s bowels 
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with regard to coffivenefs or lax¬ 
ity, one or other of them may be 
adminiftered. 

TROCHISCI NITRI. 
Troches of nitre. 

Lond. Edinh. 

Take of 

Nitre purified, four ounces; 
Double refined fugar, one pound ; 
Tragacanth, powdered, fix 
ounces. 

Rub them together, and make 
troches. 

This is a very agreeable form 
for the exhibition of nitre ; though, 
when the fait is thus taken, with¬ 
out any liquid (if the quantity be 
confiderable), it is apt to occafion 
wneafinefs about the fiomach, 
which can only be prevented by 
large dilution with aqueous li¬ 
quors. In fome cafes of difficult 
deglutition, thefe troches have been 
'laid to be employed with fuccefs. 
TROCHISCI E SCILLA. 

Troches of fquills. 

Take of 

Baked fquills, half a pound ; 
Wheat flower, four ounces. 

Beat them together, and form the 
mafs into troches, which are to 
be dried with a gentle heat. 

This preparation is ufed only as 
an ingredient in the theriaca. The 
defigu of baking the fquills is, to 
abate their acrifnony ; and making 
it afterwards into troches feems the 
mo fit convenient way of drying it. 
•Common wheat flour is as fit for 
this puVpofe as any, though that of 
the white vetch has been generally 
direded. 

TROCHISCI SUDPHURIS. 

T roches of fulphur. 

Eond. 

Take of 

1 Flowers of fulphur, waflied, two 
ounces; 

Double refined fugar, four 

ounces. 


Beat them together, and adding 
fome mucilage of quince feeds, 
form them into troches. 

Thefe troches can only be con- 
fidered as an agreeable formula for 
fulphur,, no alteration taking place 
in that fubfiance. 

TROCHISCI GLYCYRRHIZAs 
CUM OPIO. 

Troches of liquorice, with opium. 

Edinh. 

Take of 

Purified opium, two drams; 
Tindlure of Tolu, half an ounce. 
Let the opium be well rubbed with 
the tinfture, until it is totally 
diffolved ; then gradually add, of 
Ample fyrup, eight ounces; ex¬ 
tract of liquorice, foftened with 
warm water, five ounces. 

Whilft beating them diligently, 
fprinkle gradually in five ounces of 
powdered gum arabic. Dry them 
fo as to form troches, each weigh¬ 
ing ten grains. Six of thefe troches 
contain one grain of opium. 

Added to the effects of thefe 
vifeid matters in tickling coughs 
depending upon irritation of the 
fauces, which they relieve by in¬ 
volving acrid humors, or lining 
and defending the membranes from 
their ftimulus;—opium mull, mofe 
undoubtedly, have a confiderable 
fhare, by more immediately dimi- 
niflfing the irritability of the parts 
themfelves. 

TROCHISCI CATECHU. 

Troches of Catechu . 

Take of 

Japan earth, turn ounces ; 

Gum tragacahth, half an ounce ; 
White fugar, one pound ; 
Rofe-water, a fuffiejent quan¬ 
tity. 

Make them into troches. 

A preparation of this kind, with 
the addition ' of ambergris and 
mufk, which are here more pru¬ 
dently omitted, has long been in 
fome efteem as a mild rejlringent , 
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&c. under the title of Catechu. 
Medicines of this clafs in general 
are excellently fitted for the form 
of troches; for, when flowjly and 
gradually received into the llomach, 
as this form occafions them to be, 
thev produce much better effebls, 
than if an equal quantity were 
taken at once. The troches of ca¬ 
techu are fufficiently palatable, and 
of confiderable fervice in fome 
kinds of coughs^ thin acrid dejluxiotis^ 
diarrhoeas , Si c. 

Trochisci anthelmintici. 

Anthelmintic or worm fugar-cakes. 
Taka of 1 

Powdered tin, half a dram ; 

Fine fugar, half an ounce ; 

Rofe-water, a fufficient quantity 
to make them into a mafs for 
tablets. 

Take of 2 

Scammony, 

Calomel,—each four grains ; 

Fine fugar, half an ounce ; 

Rofe-water, a iufficient quantity 
to make them into tablets. 

Thefe competitions are calcu¬ 
lated for children, who are not 
eafily prevailed on to take anthel¬ 
mintic medicines in lefs agreeable 
forms. If the firft be made life of, 
it imift be repeated three or four 
mornings fucceffively, after which 
a purge is to be taken : the fecond, 
if it require repetition, is to be 
siven or'lv every other moraine. 
The proportions of the ingredients 
are to be varied, according to the 
age and ftrength of the patient. 

TROCHISCI SIAEAGOGI. 


Sialagogue troches. 

Take of 

Pellitory of Spain, half an ounce ; 
Mafiich, two drams; 

Oil of clovesand marjoram, each 
one dram ; 

Yellow wax a fufficient quantity. 
Make them into troches or pellets. 

One of 'thefe troches is to be oc- 
cafionally held in the mouth, and 
chewed, to promote a difeharge of 
faliva ; which they effect by warm¬ 
ing and fiimulating the falival 
glands. 

Trochisci stomachici. 
Stomachic troches. 

Take of 

Hard extradl of Peruvian bark, 
one dram ; 

Oil of cinnamon, 

Oil of mint,—each ten drops ; 
Fine fugar, four ounces. 

Make them into troches, with mu¬ 
cilage of gum tragacanth. 

Thefe troches are of fervice for 
warming and ftrengthening the fto¬ 
mach, expelling flatulencies, and 
promoting digeftion. For thefe 
purpofes they are as effe&ual as any 
thing that can well be contrived in 
this form. 

Trochisci suaveolentes. 
Sweet-fmelting troches. 

Take of 

Strained fiorax, one fcruple ; 
Ambergris, fifteen grains; 

Muff, leven grains : 

Oil of cinnamon, fix drops; 
Fine fugar, one ounce. 

Make them into fmall troches with 
mucilage of gum arabic. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Pills. 


T O this form are peculiarly 
adapted thofe drugs which 
pperate in a fmall dofe; and whofe 
naul'eous and offensive tafte or fmell 
require them to be concealed from 
the palate 

Pills diflolve the mod difficultly 
in the fiomach, and produce the 
luoft gradual and lading effects, of 
all the internal forms. This is in 
Pome cafes of great advantage; in 
others it is a quality not at all de- 
lirable, and fometlines may even 
be of dangerous confequence ; par¬ 
ticularly with regard to emetics, 
which, if they pais the fiomach un- 
diffolved, and afterwards exert 
themfeives in the inteftines, ope¬ 
rate there as violent cathartics. 
Hence emetics are, among us, 
fcarce ever given in pills. And 
hence to the refinous and difficult¬ 
ly foluble fubftanees, faponaceous 
ones ought to be added, in order to 
promote their folution. 

Gummy rcjins and infpiffatedjuices 
are fometimes foft enough to be 
made into pills, without addition. 
Where any m pi flu re it requifite, 
fpirit of wine is more proper than 
fyrups or conferves, as it unites 
more readily with them, and does 
not fenlibiy increafe their bulk.— 
Light dry powders require fyrup, 
or mucilages:—and the more pon¬ 
derous, as the merturial and other 
metallic preparations, thick honey, 
conferve, or extradts. 

Light powders require about half 
their weight of fyrup, and of ho¬ 
ney about three-fourths their 
weight, to reduce them into a due 
confiftence for forming piljs. Half 


a dram of the mafs will make five 

or fix pills of a moderate fize. 

General rules for making pills, from 
the Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia. 

I. 

The three fir ft rules, formerly 
laid down for making powders, 
are here alfo to be carefully ob- 
ferved, 

ir. 

Gums and infpiffated juices are to 
be firft foftened with the liquid 
prefcribed : then add the pow¬ 
ders, and continue beating them 
all together till they are perfectly 
mixed. 

III. 

The maffes for pills are bed kept 
in bladders, which fhonld be 
moiftened, now and then, with 
fame of the fame kind of liquid 
with which the mafs was made 
up, or with lome proper aroma¬ 
tic oil. 

PILULE ALOETICiE. 

Aloetic pills. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Socotorine aloes in powder, 
Hard extract of gentian, — each 
two ounces. 

Make them into a mafs with fim* 
pie fyrup. 

PILULE ALOES COM¬ 
POSITE. 

Compound aloetic pills. 

Loud. 

Take of 

Socotorine aloes powdered, one 
ounce ; 

Extract of gentian^ half an 
cnmcp; 
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Oil of caraway, two fcruples ; 

Syrup of ginger, as much as is 
fufficient. 

Beat them together. 

Thefe compofitions have Seen 
in ufe for fome time, as a deob- 
llruent. in cache flic indtfpoftions. 
They are adminiftered as warming 
and 1 itomachic laxatives, and -are 
ufed in jaundice, and in cures of 
obftru&ed menfes. They are fel- 
dom given for full purging ; but if 
that fhould be required, a fcruple 
pr half a dram of the mafs is di¬ 
rected to be made into pills of a 
moderate fize for one dofe. 

PILULE de JALAPPA. 

Jalap pills. 

Take of 

Extract of jalap, two ounces; 

Aromatic fpecies, half an ounce; 

Simple fvrup, enough to make 
them into a mafs. 

This is an ufeful and aCtive pur¬ 
gative, operating in the fame man¬ 
ner as the pulvis jalappce compojilus. 
One of the fame kind, with powder¬ 
ed jalap in fubftance inftead of the 
extract, is ufed in fome of our hofpi- 
tals, as a cheap and effectual purge. 

FlLUL/E E SCAMMONIO CUM 
ALOE. 

Pills of fcammony with aloes. 
Take of 

Sccotorine aloes, one dram ; 

Aromatic fpecies, half a dram; 

Scammony, one fcruple; 

Soft extract of liquorice, as much 
as is fufficient to reduce them 
into a mafs of a due confift- 
ence for being formed into 
pills. 

This warm purgative is recom¬ 
mended for removing the crudities, 
&c. after a furfeit or debauch, and 
for preventing arthritic and other 
complaints incident to thole, who 
live high. The quantity above de- 
fcribed may be made into thirty 
pills, of which five or fix are to be 
taken for a dofe. 


4 PILULyE CUPRI. 

Copper pills. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Ammoniacal copper, fixteen 
grains; 

Crumb of bread, four fcruples; 
Water of ammonia, fufficient to 
form it into a mafs, which let 
be divided into thirty-two equal 
parts. 

This preparation is confidered 
as the mildeft of the cuprous fa- 
line preparations, and has been re¬ 
commended in epilepfy, and hy- 
fteria, as a powerful tonic. See 
Cuprum, Materia Medica. 
PILULyE ALOES CUM 
COLOCYNTHIDE ; 

vulgo 

PILULyE COCCI/E. 

Aloetic pills with colocynth. 

Take of 

Socotorine aloes, 

Scammony,—each two ounces; 
Colocynth, one ounce ; 
Yitriolated kali fulphurated, 

Oil of cloves,—of each two 
drams. 

Let the vitriolated kali fulphurat¬ 
ed be feparately reduced into 
powder; then mix in the oil, 
and make the whole into a mafs 
with fvrup of buckthorn. 

Let the aloes and fcammony with 
the kali be reduced to powder, 
then the colocynth rubbed into a 
very fine powder, and the oil be 
mixed together: finally make it 
into a mafs with mucilage of 
gum arftbic. 

I 3 y the diminution of coioquin- 
tida in this prefcription, the ingre¬ 
dients are reduced to the propor¬ 
tions wherein they are fet down in 
the original of Galen ; and what 
is of greater confequence, the me¬ 
dicine becomes lefs ungrateful to 
the ftomach, and lefs virulent in 
its operation. Half a dram of the 
nials contains nearly four grains of 
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coloquintida, eight of aloes, and 
eight of fcammonv. 

PILUL 3 E ECPHRACTIC 3 E 
PURGANTES. 

Purging deobjiruent pills. 

Take of 

Socotorine aloes, 

Extraft of black hellebore, 
Scammony,—each one ounce ; 
Gum ammoniacum, 

Refin of guaiacum,—each half 
an ounce; 

Vitriolated tartar, two drams; 
Eflential oil of juniper berries, 
one dram. 

Seat them into a mafs, with a fuf- 
ficient quantity of fyrup of 
buckthorn. 

This compofition may be given, 
from eight or ten grains to a fcru- 
ple or half a dram, according as it 
is intended to keep the belly open 
or to purge. Half a dram of the 
mafs contains about fix grains of 
each of the capital purgative ingre¬ 
dients ; aloes, fcammonv, and ex¬ 
tra ft of hellebore. 

In the former London Difpen- 
fatory there ufed to be a formula 
for the pilula ecphraftica:, and pilula 
aromatica , which was one of the 
ingredients in the ecphraftic pills; 
the places of thefe are fupplied, the 
firfi: by the pulvis aloes cumferro , and 
the fecond by the pulvis aloes cum 
guaiaco. See Powders. 

pilule: fcetidal 

Fetid pills. 

Take of 
Afafcetida, 

Ruffian caftor,-—each one dram 
and a half; 

'Camphor, half a dram ; 

Oil of hartfliorn, twenty-four 
drops. 

Beat the camphor with the afafoeti- 
da, then add the caftor and oil 
of hartfliorn, and make the whole 
into a mafs. 

Thefe pills are well calculated 
to counteraft fpafmodic alfeftions 


of the alimentary canal, efpecially 
thofe connefted with flatulence. 
PILULAL GALBANI COM- 
POSITS; 

formerly 

PILULiE GUMMOSA. 

Compound galbanum pills. 

Lend. 

Take of 
Galbanum, 

Opoponax, 

Myrrh, 

Sagapenum,—each one ounce; 
Afafcetida, half an ounce. 

Make them into a mafs with fyrup 
of faffron. 

PILULfE ASAaFCETIDvE 
COMPOSITE; 

vulgo 

PILULAs GUMMOS/E, 

Compound afafcetida pills. 

Edinb. 

Take of 
Afafcetida, 

Galbanum, 

Myrrh,—each one ounce ; 

Oil of amber, rectified, one dram. 
Make them into a mafs with Ample 
fyrup. 

AH thefe pills are defigned for 
antihyf erics and emmenagogues, and 
very well calculated for anfwering 
thofe intentions: half a fcruple, a 
fcruple, or more, may be taken 
every night or oftener. The fetid 
pills of our former Pharmacopoeias 
were confiderably purgative. The 
purgative ingredients are now 
omitted, as the phyfician may eafi- 
ly, in extemporaneous prefeription, 
compound thefe pills with cathar¬ 
tic medicines, in fuch proportions 
as particular cafes fiiall require. 

The following compofitions are 
calculated for the fame intentions 
as the foregoing deobftruent, fetid, 
and gum pills. 

Take of 1 

Afafcetida, 

Wood-foot, 

Biyrrh,—each two ounces; 
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Oil of amber, one dram and a 
half; 

Syrup of fugar, afufficient quan¬ 
tity. 

Mix and make them into a mafs, 
according to art. 

Take of 2. 

Afafoetida, one dram ; 

Martial flowers, half a dram ; 

Oil of amber, eight drops ; 
Balfam of Peru, a fufficient 
quantity to reduce them into a 
mafs. 

Take of 3. 

Afafoetida, 

Gum ammoniacum, 

Myrrh, 

Aloes, 

Ruft of fteel prepared, 

Extract of gentian,—each one 
fcruple ; 

Syrup of ginger, as much as will 
make the other ingredients in¬ 
to a mafs. 

Take of 4. 

Galbanum, one dram ; 

Salt of fteel, half a dram ; 
Afafoetida, 

Aromatic fpecies, — each one 
fcruple; 

Tinfture of myrrh, as much as 
will make them into a mafs. 

In hvfterical diferders, after 
bleeding and purging, where a fan- 
guine and plethoric habit indicates 
thefe evacuations, chalybeate me¬ 
dicines are in genera! the moft to 
be relied upon; efpscially when 
joined, as in thefe compofitions, 
with bitters and deobftruent gums. 
At firft taking, they are apt to in- 
creafe the complaitits (as the expe¬ 
rienced Sydenham obferves), and 
occafion great diforders both of 
body and mind; which, however, 
foon go off, or may be relieved by 
a proper dofe of opium given at 
bed-time. A dram of either of 
the mafles is to be made into 
twelve pills, one or two of which 
may be taken for a dofe, twice or 
thrice a day. 


PILULA hydrargyri. 

Edit.l. and Land, 
vulgo 

PILULA MERC URI ALES. 

Quickjilver pills. 

Edt,nb. 

Take of 
Quickfllver, 

Manna,—of each one ounce; 
Liquorice powder, two ounces. 
Rub the quickfllver with the man¬ 
na in a glafs mortar, till the mer¬ 
curial globules ceafe to appear, 
adding a little mucilage of gum 
arabic occaflonallv; afterward 
add the liquorice powder, and 
with a little water beat it into a 
mafs, and form it immediately 
into four hundred and eighty 
pills. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Purified quickfllver, two drams; 
Conferve of rofes, three drams ; 
Liquorice fine powdered, one 
dram. 

Grind the quickfllver with the 
conferve, until the globules dil- 
appear ; then add the liquorice 
powder, and mix them together. 
By thefe pills we have one of 
the beft modes of giving mercury 
in its moft Ample form ; by which 
means, we can throw a larger pro¬ 
portion of quickfllver into the 
fyftem, without producing faliva- 
tiou, than by any other means; 
and upon this circumftance very 
often our fuccefs depends in ob- 
ftinate venereal cafes. Of thefe 
pills may be given from two to 
four or fix in a day, according to 
the e fife .ft we wifti to produce. 

PI LULA de GAMBOGIA. 
Gamboge pills. 

Take of 

Socotorine aloes, 

Extract of black hellebore, 
Gamboge, 

Mercurius dulcis,—each two 
drams; 
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Eflential oil of juniper berries, 
half a dram ; 

Syrup of buckthorn, a fufficient 
quantity. 

Beat them into a mafs. 

This is a ftrong mercurial pur¬ 
gative, in which the mercurial pre- 
paration is not liable to the uncer¬ 
tainty with which the crude quick- 
iilver is accompanied in the fore¬ 
going compofitions. The dofe is 
from ten or fifteen grains to half a 
dram. This lail quantity contains 
of aloes, extra# of hellebore, gam¬ 
boge, and mercurius dulcis, about 
five grains each. 

pilule hydrargyri 

MURIATI MITIS, 

five 

CALOMELANOS COMPO¬ 
SITE:; 

vulgo 

PILULE PLUMMERI. 

Mild muriatcd quickfilver pills , or 
Compound fills of calomel . 

Take of 

Mild rnuriated quickfilver, 
Sulphur of antimony, precipi¬ 
tated,—each fix drams ; 
Extra# of gentian, 

White Spanifh foap,—of each 
two drams. 

Let the mild rnuriated quick¬ 
filver be rubbed with the' ful- 
phur, and well mixed; after¬ 
wards let the extra# and foap 
be added, and beat into a mafs 
with fimple fyrup. 

Thefe pills have long been con- 
fidered as a very ufeful alterant, 
and bore formerly a very high 
chara#er in that point of view; 
but it has been thought by fome, 
that every good purpofe to be an- 
fvvered by thefe pills, might be 
more readily procured by the com¬ 
mon mercurial pill, or from calo¬ 
mel in a more fimple Hate. 

PILULE ETHIOPICE. 

JEthiopic fills. 
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Quickfilver, fix drams; 

Honey, half an ounce; 
Precipitated fuiphur of anti¬ 
mony, 

Gum guaiacum powdered,—of 
each half an ounce. 

Rub the quickfilver with the honey 
in a glafs mortar, till the mer¬ 
curial globules ceafe to appear ; 
afterwards add the fuiphur of 
antimony and guaiacum, and 
make it into a mafs with the 
mucilage of gum Arabic. 

Thefe pills are much more ef¬ 
ficacious than thofe of a former 
edition ; the mthiops mineral, there 
ordered, being exchanged for a 
more a#ive compofition. In their 
prefent form, they refemble Dr. 
Plummer’s pills, deferibed in the 
Edinburgh Eliays, to which they 
are preferable in one refpe#, that 
they are lefs apt to run off by ftool. 
They are an ufeful alterative both 
in cutaneous and venereal diforders. 
One fourth part of the. quantity 
above preferibed may be made in¬ 
to fixty pills; of which, from one 
to four may be taken every night 
and morning, the patient keeping 
moderately warm during the whole 
time that this courfe is continued. 

I fliall here infert fome other 
formula) of mercurial pills, which 
may be occafionallv had recourfe 
to, and of which the greater part 
has been kept as iecrets in parti¬ 
cular hands. * 

Take of r. 

Crude quickfilver, 

Hard extra# of guaiacum,—each 
one dram and a half; 

Efiential oil of faflafras, twenty 
drops; 

• Venice turpentine, a fufficient 
quantity. 

Grind the quickfilver with the 
turpentine, till they are perfe#- 
ly incorporated. Then add the 
other ingredients, and reduce the 
whole into an uniform mafs, 


Take of 
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which is to be made into forty 
pills. Two, three, or more of 
thefe may be taken for a dofe. 

Take of 2. 

Calomel, 

Prepared chalk,—each one fcru¬ 
ple ; 1 

Mucilage of gum Arabic, a fuf¬ 
ficient quantity. 

Make them into twelve pills, of 
which the dofe is from one to 
three. 

Take of 3. 

Calomel, half a fern pie ; 

Softer extradt of guaiacum, one 
dram ; t 

Effential oil of faffafras, ten 
drops. 

Mix, and make them into a mafs, 
for twenty pills; the dofe of 
which is from one to fix. 

Take of 4. 

Calomel, half a fcruple; 
Camphor, half a dram ; 

Soft extract of guaiacum, as 
much as is fufficient to make 
them into a mafs, which is to 
be formed into twenty pills : 
the dofe is from one to fix. 

Take of 5. 

Calomel, half a fcruple ; 

Venice turpentine, as much as 
will reduce it into a mafs of a 
proper confidence; which is 
. to be formed into five pills, for 
as many dofes. 

Take of 6. 

Hydrargyrus calcirotus, 

Purified opium, — each two 
grains ; 

Baifam of Peru, as much as will 
make them into a mafs; which 
is to be formed into two pills, 
for two doles. 

Take of 7. 

Vitriolated quickfilver, two 
fcruples ; 

Purified opium, one fcruple; 
Mucilage of gum Arabic, as 
much as is fufficient to reduce 
them iiito a mafs, which is to 
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be formed into twenty pills, 
for as many dofes. 

The mercurius corallinus may be 

made into pills in the fame man¬ 
ner, and taken in the fame dofe. 
Take of 8. 

Calomel, half a fcruple; 

Crude antimony, finely levigat¬ 
ed, one dram ; 

Conferve of orange-peel, as 
much as will reduce them into 
a mafs. 

This is to be formed into ten pills. 

The dofe is irom one to three. 
Take of 9. 

Calomel, 

Precipitated fulphur of antimo¬ 
ny,—each five grains; 

Socotorine aloes, fifteen grains ; 

Balfamic fyrup, a fufficient quan¬ 
tity to reduce them into a 
mafs; which is to be made 
into five pills, for as many 
dofes. 

The method of managing thefe 
mercurial medicines, as alteratives, 
is, to give fmall dofes every morn¬ 
ing and evening; and rather pro T 
long the time of continuing their 
ufe, than increafe the dofe. The 
patient ought to keep warm, and 
drink of warm diaphoretic liquors; 
as info lion of faffafras, decoftion of 
the woods, thefimple or compound 
lime-water, &c. 

PILUL/E E STYRACE. 

Storax pills. 

Take of 

Strained ftorax, two ounces; 

Saffron, one ounce ; 

Strained opium,' five drams. 

Beat them together till perfectly 

united. 

Thefe are contrived for diffolv- 
ing more flowiy in the ftomach 
than the laponaceous pills, and con- 
fequently for producing more gra¬ 
dual and lading effects. One grain 
of opium is contained in five grains 
and four-fifths of a grain of the 
mafs. 


542 MEDICINAL COMPOSITIONS. Part IV. 


PILULE pectorales. 

Pc floral pills. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Gum ammoniacum, half an + 
ounce; 

Balfam of Tolu, two drams ; 
Flowers of benzoine, 

Englifh faffron,—eachone dram; 
Commonfyrup, a fufficient quan¬ 
tity. 

Make them into a mafs according 
to art. 

This compofition is very well 
contrived tor promoting expectora¬ 
tion, and may be ufefully given in 
common colds, and in difficulty of 
breathing proceeding from vifcid 
phlegm : the dofe is from fix or 
eight grains to a fcruple or more. 
It is here confidentbly improved. 
The balfam of Tolu is introduced 
in the room of myrrh, the flowers 
of benzoine for benzoine in fub- 
fiance; and anifated ballam of ful- 
phur, which encumbered the old 
form, is omitted. Here it may be 
obferved, that though feveral com- 
pofitions be denominated pectorals, 
they are neverthelefs in virtue very 
diflimilar. Thus the peCtoral de- 
codtion, the fyrup, and the troches, 
are calculated for foftening, lubri¬ 
cating, and incraflating thin tick¬ 
ling humours; whilft the pedtoral 
pills, the elixir, and the oxymel, 
tend to ftiiuuiate and deterge the 
veflels, and attenuate or diflolve 
thick, tenacious juices. 

PILULES ALOES CUM 
MYRRH A; 

vulgo 

PILULE RUFI. 

Aloetic pills and myrrh. 

Land. 

Take of 

Socotorine aloes, two ounces ; 

Myrrh, 

Saffron,-—each one ounce. 

Rub the aloes and myrrh feparate- 
ly, then make them into a mafs 
with fyrup of faffron. 

Edinb. 


Take of 

Socotorine aloes, two ounces ; 
Myrrh, one ounce; 

Saffron, half an ounce. 

Beat them into a mafs with a pro¬ 
per quantity of common fyrup. 
The virtues of this medicine 
may be eafily underftood from its 
ingredients. The pills, given to 
the quantity of half a dram or two 
fcruples, prove confiderably ca¬ 
thartic ; but they anfwermuch bet¬ 
ter purpofes in fmaller dofes as 
laxatives or alteratives. x 

PILULE RHEI COMPO¬ 
SITE; 
vulgo 

PILULE STOMACHICE. 

Compound rhubarb pills. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Rhubarb, one ounce ; 

Socotorine aloes,, fix drams ; 
Myrrh, half an ounce ; 
Vitriolated tartar, one dram ; 
Eflential oil of mint, half a 
dram; 

Syhup of orange-peel, a fufficient 
quantity. 

Make them into a mafs. 

This pill is intended for mode¬ 
rately warming and ftrengthening 
the ftomach, and evacuating crude 
vifcid humours. A fcruple of the 
mafs may be taken twice a day. 
PILULE SCILLE; 

formerly 

PILULE SCILLITICE. 

Squill pills . 

Lond. 

Take of 

Powdered ginger, 

Spanifli foap, — each three 
drams; 

Gum ammoniacum, two drams; 
Frefh dried fquiil, powdered, 
one dram. 

Beat them together. 

PILULE EX "HYDRARGYRO 
MURIATO. 

Muriated quickfilver pills. 

Take of 

Muriated quickfilver, 
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Purified fal ammoniac,—-each 
one fcruple; 

Dili;lied water, as much as is 
fufficient to melt them ; 
Powder of marflimallow root, 
fix teen fcruples; 

Honey, two drams. 

Mix them them into a mafs, and 
form pills, each weighing three 
grains. 

Each ofthefe pills contains about 
an eighth of a grain of muriated 
quickfilver : which may be given 
with equal fafety, as certain effica¬ 
cy, and are lefs offenfive to the 
tafte than the Jblutio hydrargyri mu - 
riati , to which the reader is re¬ 
ferred. 

Thefe are elegant and commo¬ 
dious forms for the exhibition of 
fquills', whether for promoting ex¬ 
pectoration, or in the other inten¬ 
tions to which that medicine is ap¬ 
plied. As the virtue of the com¬ 
pounds is chiefly from the fquills, 
the other ingredients are often va¬ 
ried in extemporaneous prefcrip- 
tion. The difference betwixt the 
two is very trifling: the foap can be 
of no great ufe, confidering the 
quantity in which it is exhibited 
in this compound ; and the pro¬ 
portion of the fquills in the Lon¬ 
don formula, is one part to eight, 
whilft that of Edinburgh is one to 
nine. / 

PILUL/E SCILLITICiE. 

Squill pills. 

Edtnb. 

Take of 

Gum ammoniacum, 

Leffer cardamom feeds, in pow¬ 
der, 

Extraft of liquorice,—of each 
one dram ; 

Squills, dried, and finely pow¬ 
dered, one fcruple. 

Mix them well together, and make 
them into a mafs with fimple fy- 
rup. 

PILULiE EX ELATERIO, 
Pills of elaterium. 

Take of 


Pureff gum ammoniac, two oun¬ 
ces ; 

Socotorine aloes, 

Gamboge,—each two drams; 
Elaterium, half a dram. 

Mix them'by mqans of the com¬ 
pound tinCture of gentian, into a 
mafs for the formation of pills, 
each weighing two grains. 

Some have confidered thefe pills 
to confift of too many powerful 
purgative ingredients; aid have, 
therefore, advifed the elaterium, 
which is one of our mod powerful 
cathartics, to be formed by itfelf 
into pills, with extraCt of gentian, 
confidered as a corrective to tlr 
naufeating property of the elaterb 
um. Each of which pills fhould 
contain half a grain of this active 
material, one or two pills to be 
taken every hour, till they begin 
to operate; but it fhould only be 
exhibited in thofe cafes when the 
patient retains a confiderable de¬ 
gree of ftrengttn 

PILULiE OPII. 

Opium pills . 

Loud. 

Take of 

Hard purified opium, two 
drams; 

Extract of liquorice, one ounce. ’ 
Beat them together until they are 
perfectly united. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Purified opium, half an ounce ; 
ExtraCt of liquorice, two ounces; 
Spanifh foap, an ounce and an 
half; 

Jamaica pepper, an ounce. 

Let the opium and extraCt be 
foftened feparately with proof fpi- 
rit of wine, and beat into a pulp, 
mix them; then add the foap, and 
the pepper reduced to powder; and 
beat them well together into a mafs. 

In the former of thefe pills every 
five grains of the mafs contain 
one of opium ; in the latter , nine 
grains contain near the fame quan¬ 
tity. 
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Either of thefe will anfwer the 
purpofe of that more elaborate 
compound formerly called pilula 
pacifica, of St ark by, and by him 
communicated to Matthews; for 
the whole efficacy of them de¬ 
pended upon the opium ; for the 
other ingredients were preferibed 
m too trifling quantities to pro¬ 
duce any good effect. The foap 
here is fuppofed to promote the 
fo'ution of the opium, and render 
the action of the opium quicker 
upon the ftomach ; and the pep¬ 
per probably prevents nauiea, and 
makes it tit eafier on that organ. 
lTLlJLcE BACHERi. 

Backer's pills. 

Take of 

Extract of black hellebore, 
Purified myrrh,—of each one 
ounce; 

Powder of carduus benedidtus, 
two lcruples. 

Mix them into a mafs according 
to art, to be dined in the air till 
it be fit for the formation of 
pills, each weighing one grain. 
According to circumftances, the 
dofes of thefe pills are varied from 
one to thirty in the courfe of the 
day. They have been held in 
high reputation for the cure of the 
droplY, where remarkable debili¬ 
ty and re axalion attends, on ac- 
count of the tonic and evacuant 
power they were thought to pof- 
fefs. 

They have, however, by no 
means fupported the reputation 
they were laid to poffefs, whilft 
confined as a nofitrum within the 
hands of B acher. 

Pi LU LM PICE.E. 

Tar -pills 

Take any quantity of tar, and mix 
with it as much powdered ele¬ 
campane root as will reduce it to 
a proper thicknefs for being 
formed into pills. 

The powder here mixed with the 
tar, though of no great virtue, is a 
very ufeful addition, not only for 


procuring it a due confiftence, but 
likewife as it divides the refinous 
texture of the tar, and thus contri¬ 
butes to promote its folution by the 
animal juices. In the Edinburgh 
infirmary, half a dram of the mafs, 
made into middle-fized pills, is given 
every morning and evening, in dif- 
orders of the breaft, feurvies, &c. 
Pilule roborantes. 

Strengthening pills. 

Take of i. 

Hard extract of Peruvian bark, 
oxle dram ; 

Salt of fteel, ten grains; 

Oil of cinnamon, five drops; < 

Balfam of Peru, as much as will 

reduce them into a mats. 

Take of 2. 

Olibanum, one dram ; 

Styptic powder, two fcruples; 

Salt of fteel, one fcruple; 

Syrup of fugar, a fufficient quan¬ 
tity to make them into a mafs. 

In a lax ftate of the fibres, debi¬ 
lities of the nervous fyftem, and 
fome decays of conftitution, the firff 
of thefe compofitions is an effectual 
ftrengthener and reftorative. If the 
quantity preferibed be made into 
twenty pills, one or two of thefe 
may be taken for a dole, and re¬ 
peated twice a day.' The other is 
a ftronger ftyptic, and is ufed for re- 
ftraining immoderate alvine evacu¬ 
ations, and fanguineous or ferous 
difeharges from the remoter parts. 
Take of 3. 

Aromatic fpecies, 

Extract of gentian,—each one 
dram ; 

Extra£t of Peruvian Bark, half a 
dram ; 

Elixir of aloes, as much as will 
reduce them into a mafs. 

Thefe pills are ferviceabie for 
'warming and jlrengihcning a weak 
cold ftomach , expelling flatulencies , 
and promoting digejiion. It ten pills 
be made out of a dram of th^ mafs, 
two may be taken thriqe a day, 
about an hour before meals. 
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B OLUSES diffc'r little in con¬ 
fidence from eleCtaries, being 
only fomewiiat differ, fo' as to re¬ 
tain their figure without fpreading 
or falling fiat. ' 

This form is very convenient for 
the exhibition of the more power¬ 
ful medicines, which require their 
dofe to be exaffly adjufted, as the 
ftr'onger alexipharmacs, cathartics, 
and opiates; As bolules are chiefly 
intended for immediate ufe ; vola¬ 
tile fairs, and other mate ials, 
which, if the mafs were to be kept, 
would exhale or fwell it, are fre¬ 
quently admitted into them. 

The quantity of a bolus very 
feldom exceeds a dram. If the in- 
gradients be of the lighter kind, 
even this will be too bulky tb be 
commodioufly fwallovved. 

The lighter powders are made 
up with fvrup; a fcruple or twen¬ 
ty-fix grains of the powder, with 
as much fvrup as will bring it to a 
due confidence, makes a bolus fuf- 
fkie • tiy large. 

The more ponderous powders, 
as the mercurial ones, are common¬ 
ly made up with conferve : fyrups 
icarce holding them together. For 
the teftaceous powders alfo an ad¬ 
dition of conferve is ufed / though 
if ma le up with this alone, they 
would be too bulky. 

Both the light and ponderous 
powders may be conveniently made 
up with mucilage, which increafes 
the bulk lefs than the other addi¬ 
tions, and occafions them to pafs 
down more freely. 

The officinal Pharmacopoeias have 


no formula of this kind : mod: of 
the following compofitions are tak¬ 
en from our hofpirals. 

Bolus alexiph armacus. 

Alcxipharmac holm. 

Take of i. 

Compound powder of contra- 
yerva, half a fcruple ; 

Syrup ofwild poppies, or faffron, 
a fufficient quantity to make it 
into a bolus. 

Take of 2. 

Virginian fnakeroot, half a fcru¬ 
ple 5 

Confection of kermes, as much 
as is fufficient. 

Mix and make them into a bolus. 
Take of 3. 

Virginian fnakeroot, 

Contrayerva root,—each eight 

grains; 

Saffron, three grams: 

Syrup of meconium, a fufficient 
quantity to reduce them into 
a bolus. 

Take of 4. 

Virginian fnakeroot, fifteen 
grains; 

Caftor, ten grains; 

Syrup of fugar, as much as is 
fufficient. 

Mix and make them into a bolus. 
Take of 5. 

Camphor, two grains ; 

Saffron, five grains; 

Cordial confeCHon, one fcruple. 
Mix and make them into a bolus. 
Take of 6. 

Camphor, two grains; 

Nitre, 

Contrayerva root, —-each ten 
grains; 
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Syrup of clove july-flowers, as 
much as will make them into 
a bolus. 

Take of 7. 

Mufk, ten grains ; 

Cordial confection, one fcru- 
ple. 

Make them into a bolus. 

Take of 8. 

Mufk, ten grains; 

Salt of hartfhorn, or of ammo¬ 
niac prepared, five grains ; 
Thebaic extraCt, half a grain ; 

S) rup of faffrcn, a fufficient quan¬ 
tity. 

Make them into a bolus. 

Thefe bolufes are defigned for 
low depreffed fevers, in which me¬ 
dicines of this kind are generally 
prefcribed, for keeping up the vis 
vita, raijing the pul/e , and -pro¬ 
moting a diaphorefis . T he CCinpo- 
fitions differ in ftrength, nearly ac¬ 
cording to the order in which they 
ftand. The two iaft are of great 
power, and are defigned chiefly for 
cafes accompanied with eonvulftve 
Jymptoms , which are often abated 
by them. 

Bolus ex a lumen a.' 

Alum bolus . f 

Take of 
Alum, 

Extraft of Peruvian bark, 
Nutmeg,■—each ten grains; 
Simple fyrup, as much as will 
reduce them into a proper con¬ 
fidence for a bolus. 

Or, 

Take of 

Compound powder of alum, 
Tragacanth,—each fifteen grains. 
Form them into a bolus, with fy¬ 
rup of white poppy. 

Thefe are very ft rang afr in gents , 
and ufed with fuccefs in violent 
uterine haemorrhages, and other 
immoderate fecretions which re¬ 
quire to be fppedilv retrained.— 
They may be taken twice a day ; 
or if the flux be very violent, every 
four or fix hours, till it abate. 


Bolus e camphora. 
Camphor bolus. 

Take of 

Camphor, half a fern pie ; 

Gum arable, half a dram ; 

Syrup of marfhmallows, a fuffi¬ 
cient quantity to make them 
into a bolus. 

This is a very convenient form 
for the exhibition of camphor: this 
drug, however, when thus given 
by itfelf in large dofes, is apt to 
naufeate the ftomach; and rarely 
has fo good effeCts as when mixed 
in fmall quantities with nitre or 
fimilar fubftances, and frequently 
repeated. * » 

Bolus e castoreo. 

Cajtor bolus. 

Take of 

Caftor, onefcruple; 

Salt of hartfhorn, five grains; 

or oil of hartfhorn, five drops ; 
Simple fyrup, a fufficient quan¬ 
tity. 

Make them into a bolus. 

This medicine is given in hyjle - 
viral and hypochondriacal diforders, 
and likewife as an alexipharmac in 
fevers. Its virtues, which are great 
and unqueftionable, feem to de¬ 
pend more upon the fetid animal 
oil, or volatile fait, than on the 
drug from which it takes its name. 
Bolus catharticus. 
Purgative bolus. 

Take of 1. 

Jalap, one fcruple ; 

Jamaica pepper, 

Cry Hals of tartar,—each five 
grains; 

Sytup of buckthorn, as much as 
will reduce them into a mafs 
of a due confiltence. 

Take of \ 2. 

Scammony v ten grains; 

Soluble tartar, one fcruple ; 

Soft extraCt of liquorice, a fuffi¬ 
cient quantity. 

Let the fcammony be well ground 
with the foluble tartar, then add 
the extraCt, and make them in¬ 
to a bolus. 
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Take of \ 3. 

Gamboge, 

Cryftals of tartar,—>eaeh eight 
grains; 

Syrup of ginger, a fufficient 
quantity to reduce them into 
a bolus. 

Take of 4. 

Elaterium,t\vo grains; 

Extraft of jalap, half a fcru- 
ple; 

Cryftals of tartar, one fcruple ; 

Svrup of orange peel, a fufficient 
quantity to make them into a 
bolus. 

The virtues of thefe compofi- 
tions are fufficiently obvious; the 
firft is a mild purgative ; the two 
laft too ftrong to be in general ven¬ 
tured on ; and the other of inter¬ 
mediate degrees of ftrength. 

Bolus CATHARTICUS CUM 
MERCURIO. 

Purgative bolus with mercury. 
Take of 1. 

Jalap, one fcruple; 

Calomel, five grains ; 

Solutive fyrup of rofes, as much 
as is fufficient to make them 
into a bolus. 

Take of 2. 

Gamboge, feven grains; 

Calomel, 

Aromatic fpecies,—each half a 
fcruple; 

Syrup of buckthorn, a fufficient 
quantity to make a bolus. 

The firft of thefe compofitions 
is a fafe and mild mercurial cathar¬ 
tic : the fecond is too ftrong for 
general ufe. 

Bolus di aphoreticus. 

Diat \horetic bolus. 

Take of 1. 

Compound powder of contra- 
verva, 

Crude fal ammoniac,—each one 
fcruple ; 

Simple fyrup, a fufficient quan¬ 
tity to form them into a bolus. 
Take of 2. 

Antimonial powder, from two 
to fix grains; 


Conferve of hips, a fcruple ; 

Syrup of fugar, fufficient to form 
, a bolus. 

Take of 3. 

Tartarifed antimony, from one 
quarter to one grain ; 

Compound powder of crabs’ 
claws, ten grains; 

Syrup of mar ill mallows, fuffici¬ 
ent to form a bolus* 

The bolufes are given in fevers, 
and other cafes where a diapborefis 
is to be promoted. Sal ammoniac is 
for this purpofe one of the moft 
efficacious of the neutral falts. It 
requires, however, when thus given 
in a folid form, to be affifted by 
warm diluents, .frequently repeat¬ 
ed ; which not. only promote its 
adtion, but likewife prevent its fit¬ 
ting uneafy on the ftomach. 

To the antimonial bolufes may 
be added any other of the diapho¬ 
retic fubftances, acids and alkalies 
excepted, beeaufe the firft might 
render the antimonial powder too 
violent in its operation, and the 
laft would decompound the tarta¬ 
rifed antimony, and pfobably ren¬ 
der the precipitated calx inert. 

Bolus diureticus. 

Diuretic bolus. 

Take of 1. 

Frefli fquills, fix grains ; 

Compound powder of arum, ten 
grains ; 

Ginger, five grains; 

Syrup of orange peel, a fufficient 
quantity. 

Make them into a bolus. 

This compofition is recom¬ 
mended by Dr. Mead, to be 
taken every morning in hydropic 
cafes , for promoting urine. He 
obferves, that in thefe diforders, 
diuretic medicines vary greatly r in 
their effefts, thofe which anfwer 
fufficiently in one perfon, failing 
'in another; and that the fquill 
and its preparations are, of all 
others, thofe which moft gene¬ 
rally fucceed. 
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Take of 2. 

Frefh powder of fox-glove, two 
grains ; 

Conferve of wormwood, or 
orange peel, one fcruple; 
Aromatic powder, four grains ; 
Syrup of fugar, fufficient to form 
a bolus. 

To beadminiftered twice a day. 

The quantity of the fox-giove 
pray be gradually increafed to as 
much as the ftomach will bear with 
eafe; if it fnovtkl prove purgative, 
it may be joined with opium, or 
with jalap, if inteftinal evacuations 
are nece'fiaryto be promoted. This 
iseftcemed by fome pradlitioners 
to be one of the mod certain diu- 
retxs, of which we are in polfef- 
tion, and many proofs have been 
adduced to prove its efficacy in hy¬ 
dropic calcs. 

Bolus ad dysentesiam. 

Bolus againfi the dyfcntery. 

Take of 1. 

The cordial conftftion, 

French bole,—each one fcruple ; 
Thebaic extract, one grain. 

Make them into a bolus. 

This compofition is excellently 
well calculated for the purpofe ex- 
prefled in its title. Dr. Mead af- 
1 tires' us, that he has never found 
any medicine more effectual, either 
for refraining the flux , or healing the 
ex ulcerated membranes. Previoufly 
to the u’fe of this or other like me¬ 
dicines, the fir ft patTages mud be 
cl can fed by mild emetics and ca¬ 
thartics, as ipecacuanha and rhu¬ 
barb. 

Take of 2. 

Bo eder of fimarouba, from half 
a fcruple to hair a dram ; 
Syrup of white poppy, fufficient 
to make a bolus. 

This is to be taken three or four 
times a day, and in fome dyfente- 
ries, particularly the ferula-bilious, - 
bloody and mucous, is elteemed a 
fpecif;c,by feveral pradli.ioners,after 
proper evacuations have been pre. 
mifed. I11 old obftinate dyfaite- 


ries and diarrhoeaus brought from 
warm climates, it has been radical¬ 
ly effedfual in forming the cure. 
Bolus emmen agogus. 
Fmmcnagogue bolus. 

Take of x. 

Socotorine aloes, eight grains; 
Saffron, four grains; 

Guinea pepper, two grains ; 

Oil of favin, two drops ; 
Conferve of rue, as much as is 
fufficient to reduce them into a 
dub confiftence. 

Take of 2. 

Salt of fteel, one grain; 

Myrrh, half a fcruple; 

Cordial confection, fifteen grains. 
Make them into a bolus. 

Take of 3. 

Black hellebore root, eight 
grains: 

Frefh fquiils, four grains ; 

Effential oil of pepper-mint, two 
drops; 

Conferve of orange peel, as much 
as is fufficient to make them 
into a bolus. 

All thefe are medicines of great 
power for promoting or exciting 
the menftrual flux. The two firft 
are calculated for lax phlegmatic 
habits ; the third, for perfons of a 
fanguine temperament, where cha¬ 
lybeate medicines cannot be borne. 
Take of 4. 

Powder of favine, from half a 
fcruple to half a dram ; 

Make it into a bolus with iyrup of 
faffron — to be taken twice a 
clay. 

Bolus febrifugus. 
Febrifuge Lolas. 

Take of 

Peruvian bark, one fcruple; 
Cafcarilla, half a fcruple ; 
Mucilage of quince feeds, a fuf¬ 
ficient quantity to make them 
into a bolus. 

’ This elegant compofition is ex¬ 
cellently well adapted to the cure 
of intermittent fevers) and may be 
given in cafes where the Peruvian 
bark by itself would be lefs pro- 
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per. Where aromatics, chalybeates, 
bitters, &c. are alfo requifite, they 
are either to be premifed, or occa- 
fionally interpofed. 

Bolus hystericus. 

Hyjieric bolus. 

Take of 

Mu Ik, 

Afafcetida, each fix grains; 

Caftor, half a fcruple ; 

Syrup of faffron, as much as is 
fufficient to make them into a 
bolus. 

This medicine is very well con¬ 
trived for the purpofe exprefied in 
its title. It is of great fervice both 
in hyftcrical and hypochondriacal 
diforders ; and often gives relief 
in the deprc/fions , faintings , flatulent 
cholics., head-achs , and other fynip- 
toms, attending them. It may be 
taken twice a day, along with any 
fuitable liquor. 

Bolus iliacus. 

Iliac bolus. 

Take of 

Cathartic extraS, one fcruple ; 

Purified opium, one grain. 

Make them into a bolus. 

This bolus is prefcribed by Dr. 
Mead, for eafing the pain, and 
procuring ftools, in the iliac paf- 
fion, and dry belly-ach ; where the 
irritating cathartics, exhibited by 
themfelves, are thrown up by vo¬ 
mit. The ufe ol ti'.is medicine is 
to be preceded by plentiful b'eed- 
ing, and accompanied by purga¬ 
tive clyfters of the more acrid 
kind ; and its operation promoted 
by infufion of lena, mixed with a 
little of the elixir falutis, or tinc¬ 
ture of fena. 

Bolus cum calomelane. 
Bolus with calomel. 

Take of 

Calomel, from five to fifteen 
grains; 

Conferve of rofes, half a dram. 
Mix and make them into a bolus. 

This boius is given every night, 
or oftener, for raifing a falivation, 


in venereal, and other diforders, 
which require that herculean opera¬ 
tion. It is likewife taken at night 
as an alterative, to be carried off 

next morning by a cathartic_ 

Mercurials exhibited in this man¬ 
ner have generally better effe&s 
than when joined with purgatives 
cliredily. 

Bolus iiydp.ap.gyri vitsiolati. 
Bolus with vitriolatcd quick-diver. 
Take of 

Vitriolated quick-fiver, fix 
grains ; 

Conferve of rofes a fufficient 
quantity. 

Make them into a bolus. 

This is a ftrorig emetic, and giv¬ 
en in venereal and leprous dfcafes ; 
particularly in the cafe of foul ul¬ 
cers of long/landing, the cleanfing 
and cure of which are frequently 
promoted by it. The violence of 
its operation limits its ufe to rebuff 
conftitutions. 

Bolus pectcralis. 

Pectoral bolus. 

Take of 

Spermaceti, fifteen grains; 

Gum ammoniacum, ten grains; 
Salt of hartfhorn, five grains; 
Simple fyrup, as much as is fuf¬ 
ficient. 

Mix and make them into a bolus. 

In colds of long flandi'ig, old 
coughs , aflhmas , and beginning con- 
fumptions , this bolus generally gives 
relief; efptcially if bleeding be 
premifed, and repeated, if neceffia- 
ry, at proper intervals. 

Bolus rhki cum calomelane. 

Bolus of rhubarb with calomel. 
Take of 1 

Choice rhubarb, twenty-five 
grains; 

Calomel, five grains ; 

Simple fyrup, as much as will 
form them into a bolus. 

This is a very mild mercurial 
purgative. It is given to defray 
worms , and in each?flic, chlorotic , 
and fimilar diforders. 
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Bolus rheumaticus. 

Rheumatic bolus. 

Take of 

Extra# of guaiacum, half a 
dram ; 

Salt of hartfhorn, feven grains; 
- Simple fyrup, a fufficient'quan- 
tity. ^ 

Make them into a bolus. 

In chronical rheumatifms , whe¬ 
ther the remains of a rheumatic 
fever, or a continuation of pains 
that proceeded at firft from negle#- 
ed colds, this bolus has been given 
with good effedis, once a week or 
oftener; the patient keeping warm, 
and drinking warm liquors, to pro¬ 
mote its operation as a cathartic and 
diaphoretic • Its life ought to be 
accompanied by venaefedtion— 
which is to be repeated every 
eight or ten days as long as the 
blood is fizy. This medicine is 
likewife exhibited in fciatic, ar¬ 
thritic, and other pairs not accompa¬ 
nied with a jizinefs of blood. In 
thefe it much more frequently fails 
than in the true rheumatifm. 

Bolus scilliticus. 

Scillitic bolus . 

Takebf 

Frefh fquills, twelve grains ; 

Aromatic powder, half a fcruple; 

Oil of pepper-mint, one drop. 
Beat them well together into an 

uniform mafs, ot a due confid¬ 
ence for a bolus. 

This is a warm, Jlimulating , and 
attenuating medicine, and may be 
given to great advantage in cafes 


where the natural fecretions are ob- 
llrudled or fupprefied from a vifci- 
dity or fluggilhnefs of the juices. 
The efficacy of the fquills is pro¬ 
moted by the additional ingredi¬ 
ents, which at the fame time warm 
and ftrengthen the ftomach and in- 
teftines, and prevent the compofi- 
tion from being thrown up by vo¬ 
mit, which this quantity of fquills, 
given by itfelf, would be in many 
conftitutions. 

Bolus sudorificus. 

Sudorific bolus. 

Take of 

Camphor, five grains; 

Thebaic extra#, one grain ; 

Syrup of orange peel, a fuffici- 
ent quantity to reduce them 
into a bolus, 

This medicine is one of the mojl 
effectual fudorfics , generally excit¬ 
ing a copious fweat. In many 
cafes where this intention is to be 
anfwered, whether acute or chro¬ 
nical, it may be given to great ad¬ 
vantage. 

Bolus terebinthinatus. 

Turpentine bolus. 

Take of 

Ohio turpentine, one fcruple ; 

Powdered liquorice, a fufficient 
quantity. 

Make them into a bolus. 

This is a convenient form for 
the exhibition of turpentine, the 
liquorice povyder anfwering the 
fame intention here as the elecam¬ 
pane root in the pilules pice a-. 
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CHAPTER V. 


Electaries. 


E LECTARIES are compofed 
chiefly of powders mixed up 
with fyrups, &c. into fuch a con¬ 
fluence, that the powders may not 
feparate in keeping, that a dofe may 
be eafiiy taken up on the point of 
a knife, and not prove too ftiff to 
fwallow. 

Eledlaries receive chiefly the 
milder alterative medicines, and 
fuch as are not ungrateful to the 
palate. The more powerful drugs, 
as cathartics , emetics , opiates , and 
the like , (except in officinal electa¬ 
ries to be difpenfed by weight) are 
feldom trufted in this form, on ac¬ 
count of the uncertainty of the 
dofe :—difguftful ones, acrid r, lit- 
tecs , fetids , cannot be conveniently 
taken in it;—nor is the form of an 
eledtary well fitted for the more 
ponderous fubftances, as mercurials, 
becaufe they are apt to fubfide in 
keeping, unlefs the compofition be 
made too ftiff. 

The lighter powders require 
thrice their weight of honey, or 
fyrup boiled to the thicknefs of 
honey, to make them into the con- 
fiftence of an eledfary ; of fyrups 
of the common confiftence, twice 
the weight of the powders is fuffi- 
cient. 

Where the common fyrups are 
empioved, it is neceffary to add 
likewife a little conferve, to pre¬ 
vent the compound from drying 
too foon. Eledlaries of Peruvian 
bark, for 'inftance, made up with 
fyrup alone, will often in a day or 
two grow too dry for taking. 

Some powders, efpecially thofe 
of the lefs grateful kind, are more 
conveniently made up with muci¬ 
lages ;han with fyrups, honey, or 


conferve. The three laft ftick about 
the mouth and fauces, and thus oc- 
cafion the tafte of the medicine to 
remain for a confiderable time; 
whilft mucilages pafs freely, with¬ 
out leaving any tafte in the mouth. 
A little foft extract of liquorice, 
joined to the mucilage, renders the 
compofition fufficiently grateful, 
without the inconveniencies of the 
more adhefive fweets. 

The quantity of an eledtary di- 
redted at a time, in extemporane¬ 
ous prescription, is rarely lefs than 
an ounce, or more, than three 
ounces. 

General rules for making e’e diaries. 

The rules already laid down for de- 
codtious and powders in gene¬ 
ral, are likewife to be obferved 
in making decodtions and pow¬ 
ders for eledtaries. 

II. 

Gums, infpiflated juices', and fuch 
other fubftances as are not pul— 
verable, fliould be diffolved in 
the liquor preferibed : then add 
the powders by little and little, 
and keep the whole brilkly ftir- 
ring, fo as to make an equable 
and uniform mixture. 

III. 

Aftringent eledfaries, and fuch as 
have pulps of fruits in their 
compofition, fliould be prepared 
only in lrmll quantities at a 
time. 

For aftringent medicines lofe 
greatly of their virtue, on being 
kept in this form ; and the pulps of 
fruits are apt to become four. 

IV. 

The fuperfluous moifture of the 
N'n 4 
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pulps fhould be exhaled over a 
gentle fire, before the other in¬ 
gredients are added to them. 

EleClaries, if they grow dry in 
keeping, are to be reduced to 
the due confidence, with the ad¬ 
dition of a little Canary wine ; 
and not with fyrup or honey. 
By thefe means, the dofe will be 
the lead uncertain : a circum- 
itance deferving particular re¬ 
gard, in thofe efpecially which 
are made up with fyrup,'and 
contain a large quantity of 
opium, as the confeftio opiata , 
&c. 

ELECTARIUM ad DYSEN¬ 
TERIC OS, , 

Antid'fcnteric cleft ary, 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Japonic confeftion, two oun¬ 
ces ; 

Locatelli’s balfam (beaten up 
with a fufficient quantity of 
yolk of egg) one ounce ; 
Powdered rhubarb, half an 
ounce ; 

Syrup of mardimallows, a fufii- 
cient quantity. 

Mix and make them into an elec¬ 
tary, 

This compofition is extremely 
well contrived for the purpofe ex- 
prefled in its title. Aftringents or 
opiates by themfelves rarely have 
place in dyfenteries, even after the 
fird paflages have been evacuated 
by an emetic or a full dofe of rhu¬ 
barb. They eafe the pain and mo¬ 
derate the flux for a time, but the 
fhort relief is apt to be followed 
by dangerous or even fatal confe- 
quences from the retention of th$ 
acrid and corrupted humours. The 
rhubarb which the college of 
Edinburgh has now added from the 
practice of the infirmary, in good 
meafure prevents this accumula¬ 
tion, without much counteracting 
the falutary elfeCts of the other rna- 


terials. In many cafes, however, 
it may be dill neceflary to inter- 
pofe that laxative drug by itfelf. 
The dole of the eleCtary is the 
bulk of a iarge nutmeg, once or 
twice a day, according to the ur¬ 
gency of the fymptoms. One dram 
contains about one-fixth part of a 
grain of opium. 

ELECTARIUM CASLE. 

E left ary of cafia. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Solutive fvrup of rofes, 

Pulp of cafia, frefii extracted,— 
each half a pound; 

Manna, two ounces ; 

Pulp of tamarinds., one ounce. 
Grind the manna in a mortar, and 
didolve it in a water-bath, fatu- 
rated with fea-falt, in the fyrup; 
then add the pulps, and'conti¬ 
nue the heat until the whole is 
reduced to the confidence of an 
eleCtary. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Pulp of cafia, fix ounces; 
Tamarinds, 

Manna,—-of each one ounce and 
a half; 

Syrup of pale rofes, fix ounces. 
Rub the manna with the fyrup, in 
a warmed mortar, and add the 
pulps ; and, with the heat conti¬ 
nued, reduce the whole into an 
ele&ary. 

Thefe compofitions are very 
convenient offlcinals, to ferve as a 
bafis for purgative eleCfaries, and 
fimilar purpoles ; as the pulping 
of a ftnall quantity of the fruits, 
for extemporaneous pre fcri ption, 
is Sufficiently troublefome ; the ta¬ 
marinds give them a pretty fade, 
and do not fubjeCt them, as might 
be expefted, to turn four: after 
danding for four months, the com ¬ 
pofition was found no foliter than 
when fird made up They are 
likewife ufefully taken by them¬ 
felves, in the quantity of two or 
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three drams occafionally, for gen¬ 
tly loofening the belly in coitive 
1) its 

. ELECTARIUM SEN.E. 
Lond. Edinb. 
fcrmerly 

ELECTARIUM LENITIVUM. 

JLleSlury of fena. 

Loud. . 

Take of 

Figs, one pound; 

Sena, eight ounces; 

Pulp of tamarinds, 

Puip of cafia. 

Pulp of French prunes,—each 
half a pound; 

Corian er feeds, four ounces; 
Liquorice, three ounces; 

Double refined fugar, two 
pounds and a half. 

Pulverife the fena along with the 
coriander feeds, and lift out ten 
ounces of the powder. The re¬ 
mainder is to be boiled with the 
\ figs and liquorice, in Your pints 
of diftilled water, to one half; 
then ftrain and prefs out the 
liquor, and evaporate it to the 
weight of a pound and a half. 
In this diifoive the fugar, fo as 
to make it into a fyrup, and add 
this fvrup, by little and little, to 
ll've pulps; laftly, mix in the 
powder. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Sena leaves, eight ounces ; 
Coriander feeds, four ounces; 
Liquorice root, three ounces ; 
Figs, one pound ; 

Pulp of tamarinds, 

Cafia fiftuiaris, 

French prunes,—each half a 
pound : 

Double refined fugar, two pounds 
and a half. 

Proceed as dire&ed in the former 
procefs. 

Thefe ele&aries may be occafi- 
onally taken to the quantity of a 
nutmeg or more, for loofening the 
belly in coflive habits. They are 


likewife frequently employed in 
clyfters for the fam.e purpofe. 
ELECTARIUM PECTOilALE. 

Pcdo' ai cleclary. 

Take of 

Rob of elder-berries, two oun¬ 
ces ; 

Spermaceti difiblved in a fuffici- 
ent quantity of yolk of egg, 
half an ounce; 

Flowers of benzoine, one dram; 
Balfamic fyrup, as much as is 
fufficient to make the other 
ingredients into an eltftary. 
This is a very ufeful medicine 
in tickling coughs and common 
coids, calculated both to obtund 
acrimony and promote cxpe&ora- 
tion. It may be ufed two or three 
times a day, in dofes of about the 
quantity of a fmall nutmeg. Taken 
to the bulk of a large nutmeg, at 
bed-time, it generally not only re¬ 
lieves the breath but tends to pro¬ 
cure a falutan diaphorefis or fweat 
in the night. It is here improved 
from former editions, by fabfti- 
tuting rob of elder-berries for con- 
ferve of rofes, and fpermaceti for 
compound powder of gum traga- 
canth. 

ELECTARIUM SCAM- 
MONII. 

EleBary of Jcanimony . 

Lond. 

Take of 

Scammony, in powder, an ounce 
and a half ; 

Cloves, 

Ginger,—each, fix drams ; 
Effential oil of caraway feeds, 
half a dram; 

Rofe fyrup, as much as is fuf«S 
ficient. 

Let the fpices be ground together, 
and mixed with the fyrup ; then 
add the powdered fcammony, 
and afterwards the oil of ca¬ 
raway. 

This ele&ary is a warm, brilk 
purgative. It is a reform of the 
eicitarium caryccofinum of our pre- 
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ceding Difpenfatories, a composition 
which was greatly complained of, 
as being inconvenient to take, on 
account of thelargenefs of its dofe. 
A dram and an half of this, which 
contains fifteen grains of fcam- 
mony, is equivalent to half an 
ounce of the other. 
ELECTARIUM CATECHU; 

*i vulgo . 

CONFECTIO JAPONICA. 

KUHary of catechu. 

Editib. 

Take of 

Extradl of catechu, four ounces; 
Gum kino, three ounces; 
Cinnamon, 

Nutmeg,—of each, one ounce; 
Opium, dillblved in a fuflicient 
quantity of Spanifh white 
wine, one dram and a half; 
Syrup of red roles, boiled to 
' the confidence of honey, two 
pounds and a quarter. 

Mix, and make an eledlary. 

This is an elegant competition, 
the ingredients forming a cordial, 
fedative, reftringenl eledlary, very 
applicable in cafes of any fevere 
fluxes of the pafiive kind, where 
The conftitution is reduced to a 
date of debility, and the fpirits 
•rendered low. In adtive haemor¬ 
rhages the aromatics prohibit its 
ufe. 

BALSAMUM CEPHALICUM. 

Cephalic half am. 

Take of 

Exprefled oil of nutmegs, one 
ounce; 

Diftilled oil of cloves, 

of lavender, 

of rofemary,—each half a 
dram; 

of amber, half a fcruple ; 
Balfam of Peru, one drain. 
Liquefy the oil of nutmegs in a 
Elver veflei : and, when taken 
from the fire, mix into it the 
diftilled oils and the balfam, ac¬ 
cording to art. 

This medicine is recommended 


to be rubbed on the temples , and 
on paralytic limbs , for warming the 
part and comforting the nerves; 
and to be fmelt to, for refrelhing 
and enlivening the fpirits. Some 
have alfo given it inwardly as a 
warm cordial , in languid cafes , and 
in debilities of the net vous Jyfem .— 
Tiiere are abundance of prepara¬ 
tions of this kind in foreign Phar¬ 
macopoeias, compofed each of only- 
one eflential oil, incorporated with 
the exprelfed oil of nutmegs; which 
laft is to be previoufly freed from 
its flavour (by cl iff illation with wa¬ 
ter) that the fmell of the former 
may not be injured thereby. In 
the room of this prepared febaceous 
matter, a mixture of white wax 
and oil olive might be ufed. In 
the Prafticai Chcmtfiry , a general 
procefs is given for the making of 
thefe kinds of preparations, under 
the title of 

Balsamum odoriferum. 
yin odorijerousbalfam. 

Take of 
Oil olive, 

White bees’ wax,—each two 
ounces. 

Put the oil into a china bafon, 
placed in a pan of boiling water, 
and (lice the wax into it. Stir 
them together with a clean 
knife, or finall fpatula, till the 
wax is melted : then remove the 
veflei out of the hot water, and 
when the matter begins to thick¬ 
en, drop in four drams of any 
odoriferous eflential oil, as that 
of cinnamon, nutmegs, mace, 
lemon-peel, rhodium, lavender, 
rofemary, &c. or of a mixture 
of two or three of the oils; to 
which may be added one dram 
of eflence of ambergris, which 
will heighten the fmell of the 
oils without communicating any 
of its own. Keep the whole 
conftantly ftirring, that they may 
be perfectly mixed ; and as foon 
as this is done, plunge the vef- 
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fel into cold water, to prevent 
. the diffipation of the effential 
oils. 

Thefe kinds of balfams may be 
made of any colour, fo as to re¬ 
ferable in this refpeft alfo, as well 
as in fmell, the vegetable, from 
which the effential oil, you make 
life of, was drawn. A little of the 
pigment, called by the painters 
fap-’green, being previoufly ground 
with the oil olive, will give a fine 
green ; — a little cinnabar , a fear- 
let ;— turmeric, a lemon colour;— 
P ruffian blue, a violet;—and cochi¬ 
neal^ a fine purplifh hue. 

MITHRIDATIUM, five CON- 
FECTIO DAMOCRATIS. 

MithridatCy or the confection of 
Damocrates. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Cinnamon, fourteen drams; 
Myrrh, eleven drams; 

Agaric, 

Indian nard, 

Ginger, 

Saffron, 

Seeds of mithridate muftard, 
Frankincenfe, 

J Chio turpentine,—each ten 
drams; 

Camels’ hay, 

Coitus, or, in its Head, zedoary, 
Indian leaf, or, in its ftead, 
mace, 

Stcechas, 

Long pepper, 

Hartwood feeds, / 
Hypociftis, 

Storax {trained, 

Opopanax, 

Galbanum, {trained, 

Opobalfam, or, in its Read, ex- 
preffed oil of nutmegs, 

Ruffian caltor,—each one ounce; 
Poley mountain, 

Scordium, 

Carpobalfam, or, in its ftead, cu- 
bebs. 

White pepper, 

Candy carrot feed, 


Bdellium, {trained,—each fevea 
drams; 

Celtic nard, 

Gentian root, 

Dittany of Crete, 

Red roies, 

Macedonian parfley feed,' 

Leffer cardamom feeds, hu/ked, 
Sweet fennel feed, 

Gum arabic, 

Opium, {trained,—each five 
drams; i 

Calamus aromaticus, 

Wild valerian root, 

Anifeed, 

Sagapenum, ftrainbd,—each 
three drams; 

Meum athamanticum, 

St. John’s wort, 

, Acacia, or, in its ftead, terra Ja- 
ponica, 

Bellies of fkinks,—each two 
drams and a half; 

Clarified honey, thrice the weight 
of all the other ingredients. 
Warm the honey, and mix with it 
the opium diffolved in wine; 
melt the ftorax, galbanum, tur¬ 
pentine, and opobalfam (or ex- 
prelled oil of nutmegs) together 
in another veffel, continually 
ftirring them about, to prevent 
their burning. With thefe fo 
melted mix the hot honey, at 
firft by lpoonfuls, and afterwards 
in larger quantities at a time. 
When the whole is grown al- 
moft cold, add by degrees the 
other fpecies redifced into pow¬ 
der. 

THERIACA ANDROMACHI. 
Venice Treacle • 

Take of 

Troches of fquills, half a pound; 
Long pepper. 

Opium, ftrained, 

Vipers dried,—each three ounces; 
Cinnamon, 

Opobalfam, or, in its ftead, ex- 
prefled oil of nutmegs,—each 
two ounces ; 

Agaric, 

Florence orris root, 
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Scordium, 

Red roles, 

Navew feeds, 

Extradt of liquorice,—each an 
ounce and a half; 

Indian nard, 

Saffron, 

A mom um, 

Myrrh, 

Coftus, or, in its {lead, zedoary, 
Camels’ hay,—each one ounce 
Cinquefoil root, 
f Rhubarb, 

Ginger, 

Indian leaf, or, in its {lead, mace, 
JDittany of Crete, 

Horehound leaves, 

Calamint leaves, 

Stcechas, 

Mack pepper, 

Macedonian parfley feed, 
Olibanmn, 

Chio turpentine, 

Wild valerian i*oot,—each fix 
drams ; 

Gentian root, 

Celtic nard, 

Spignel, 

Poley mountain f 

St. John’s wort V leaves, 

Groundpine ) 

Germander tops, with the feed, 
Carpobalfam, or, in its head, cu- 
bebs, 

Anifeed, 

Sweet fennel feed, 

Leffer cardamom feeds, hulked, 
Bilhop’s weed "j 

Hartwort J> feeds, 

Treacle muftard j 
Hypociltis, 

Acacia, or, in its {lead, Japan 
earth, 

Gum arable, 

Storax, {trained, 

Sagapenum, {trained, 

Terra Lemnia, or, in its (lead, 
bole armenic or French bole, 
Green vitriol calcined, -each 
an opnee; 

Small (or, in its Bead, the long) 
birthwort root, 


Leffer centaury tops, 

Candy carrot feed, 

Opopanax, 

Galbanum, {trained, 

Ruffian caff or, 

Jew’s pitch, or, in its Head, 
white amber prepared, 
Calamus aromaticus,—each two 
drams ; 

Clarified honey,thrice the weight 
of all the other ingredients. 

Let thefe ingredients- be mixed to¬ 
gether, after the fame manner as 
directed in making the mithri- 
date. 

Thefe celebrated ele&aries are 
almoff the only remains, which the 
late reformation has left in the 
fhops, of the wild exuberance of 
Compofition, which the fuperfti- 
tion of former ages brought into 
vogue. The theriaca is a refor¬ 
mation of mithridate, made by An- 
dromachus, phyfician to Nero. The. 
mithridate itfelf is faid to have 
been found in the cabinet of Mi- 
thridates, king of Pontus. The firft 
publifhers, of this pompous arca¬ 
num were very extravagant in their 
commendations of its virtues ; the 
principal of ivhicb nvas marie to con- 
ff in its being a moji peaceful pvc- 
fervative agahifi all kinds of venom. 
Whoever took a proper quantity in 
a morning, was enfured from be¬ 
ing poifoned during that whole day. 
This was confirmed by t e exam¬ 
ple of its fuppofed inventor, who, 
as Celfus informs was by its con- 
lb nt ufe fo fortified againft the 
commonly reputed poifons, that 
none of them would have any effect: 
upon him when he wanted their af- 
fiftance. But the notions of poi¬ 
fons, which prevailed in thofe 
ruder ages, were manifefily erro¬ 
neous. Before experience had fur- 
nilhed mankind with a competent 
knowledge of the powers of fim- 
pies, they were under perpetual 
alarms from an apprehenfion of 
poifons, and buffed themfelves in 
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contriving compofitions * which 
fhould countera£t their effects ; ac¬ 
cumulating together all thole fub- 
ftances which they imagined to be 
pofiefled of any degree of alexi- 
pharmac power. Hence proceed 
the voluminous antidotes which we 
meet with in the writings of the 
ancient phyficians. Yet it does not 
appear that they were acquainted 
with any real poifon, except the 
cicuta , aconitum , and bites of qjene- 
t»ous beefs ; and to thefe they knew 
of no antidote whatever. Even ad¬ 
mitting the reality of the poifons, 
and the efficacy of the feveral an¬ 
tidotes feparately, the compofitions 
could no moreanfwer the purpofes 
expe&ed from them, than the ac¬ 
cumulating of all the medicinal 
fimples into one form could make 
a remedy againft all difeafes. 

Yet, notwithftanding the abfur- 
dity in the original intention of 
thefe medicines, and their enor¬ 
mity in point of compofition ; as 
they contain feveral powerful ma¬ 
terials, whofe virtues, though great¬ 
ly prejudiced, yet are not deftroy- 
ed, by their multiplicity and con¬ 
trariety ; the compounds have been 
found, from repeated experience, 
to produce very confiderable ef¬ 
fects, as ‘unarm opiate diaphoretics. 

The colleges, however, of Lon¬ 
don and Edinburgh, paying very 
little deference to antiquity or 
common prejudice, have ventured 
at length to difcard thefe venerable 
reiiques, and very properly; and 
have fubftituted in their room an 
elegant and furple form, equivalent 
to them both in efficacy, under the 
title of 

CONFECTIO OPlATA; 

formerly 

PHILONIUM LOND INTENSE. 

Opiated confetti ion. 

Land. 

Take of 
Long pepper, 

Ginger, 

Caraway feeds,-each two ounces; 


Hard purified opium, fix drams ; 
Syrup of white poppies, boiled 
to the confidence of honey, 
thrice the weight of the other 
ingredients. 

Heat the fyrup, and carefully mix 
with it the opium; then add the 
other ingredients, reduced into 
powder. 

ELECTARIUM OPIATUM; 

amigo 

ELECTARIUM THEBAICUM. 

Opiated clediary. 

ILdinb. 

Take of 

Aromatic powder, fix ounces; 
Virginian fnake root, finely 
powdered, three ounces; 
Purified opium, difiolved in 
white wine, half an ounce;, 
Clarified honey, half a pound. 
Mix into an ele£tary. 

This compofition confills of very 
powerful ingredients, and is doubt- 
lefs capable of anfwering every 
thing that can be reafonably ex¬ 
pected from the more voluminous 
theriaca of Andromachus. The 
London college alfo had formerly 
their theriaca compofed of the 
lefs exceptionable ingredients of 
Andromachus’s. But as thefe me¬ 
dicines have for a long time been 
chiefly employed for external pur- 
pofs, in the way of cataplafm, the 
theriaca Londinenfs is now omitted, 
and its place fupplied by a cata¬ 
plafm compofed of a few well cho- 
fen articles, under the name of ca- 
taplifma c cyrnino , of which hereaf¬ 
ter. For internal ufe, none of the 
theriacas are at prefent i'o much 
regarded as they have been hereto¬ 
fore ; praftitioners having intro¬ 
duced in their room extempora¬ 
neous bolufes of Virginian fnake- 
root, camphor, contrayerva, and 
the like, which anfwer all their 
intentions; with this advantage, 
that they may be given either with 
or without opium', an ingredient 
which renders the others prejudi- 
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cial in cafes where they might 
other wife be proper. 

With regard to the quantity of 
opium in the foregoing compofi- 
tions, one grain thereof is contain¬ 
ed in four drams of the mithridate; 
in three fcruples, fifteen grains of 
the Venice treacle; and in five 
fcruples of the theriaca Thebaica. 
The proportion of opium will vary 
a little, according to the time that 
they have been kept; their moif- 
ture by degrees exhaling, fo as to 
leave the remainder ftronger of the 
opium, than an equal weight was 
at firft. A change of this kind is 
taken notice of by many writers, 
but falfely attributed to an imagi¬ 
nary fermentative quality of the 
ingredients; by which they were 
fuppofed, from their multiplicity 
and contrariety, to be continually 
exalting and improving the virtues 
of one another. 

A good deal of care is requifite, 
in making thefe compolitions, to 
prevent the wafte which is apt to 
happen in the pounding, and which 
would render the proportion of 
opium to the other ingredients pre¬ 
carious. The intention of diflolv- 
ing the opium in wine, for thefe 
and other eleAaries, is, that it may 
be more uniformly mingled with 
the reft. 

Thefe compolitions fully fupply 
the place of the Confectio I)a- 
mocratis, or mithridate; and of 
the Theriaca Andromachi, or 
Venice treacle;—two farraginous 
mattes, which are very defervedly 
banifhed from both the London 
and Edinburgh Pharmacopoeias,and . 
retained by fome others merely to 
Ihovv the height at which competi¬ 
tions in medicine had at one time 
arrived. On this account only, 
have they not been obliterated from 
the prefent edition of t'iis work. 

Eeectarium ALTERANS.' 

Alterative cleft ary. 

Take of 


^Crude antimony, finely levigated, 
three drams; 

Refin of guaiacum, two drams; 

Oil of faffafras, fix drops; 
Conferve of red rofes, one ounce 
and a half; 

Balfamic fyrup, as much as is 
fufficient. 

Grind the refin and the levigated 
antimony well together; and, 
having mixed \thefe with the oil » 
(dropt on a little fugar) and the 
conferve, let the whole be foften- 
ed with the fyrup into a duecon- 
fiftenee. 

This medicine is ufed againft 
cutaneous foulnefles, obftrudtions 
of the glands, and impurities of 
the blood and juices. Dilpenfatory 
writers in general lay the princi¬ 
pal ftrefs, in compolitions of this 
kind, upon the calx, cerufs, or 
cinnabar of antimony, preparations 
which are far inferior to the crude 
mineral, and very ill deferve the 
great chara&er which has been ufu- 
ally given of them. The bulk of a 
fmall nutmeg of this electary may 
be taken every morning and even¬ 
ing with a little of the Ample or 
compound lime-water. 

Electarium antidysente- 

RICUM. 

Ant idlyfenteric cleft ary. 

Take of 

Yellow wax, three drams; 
Spermaceti, two drams; 

Conferve of red rofes, an ounce 
and a half; 

Oil of almonds, half an ounce ; 
Balfamic fyrup, a fufficient quan¬ 
tity. 

Let the wax and fpermaceti be 
melted in the oil, over a gentle 
fire, and then mixed with the 
conferve and fyrup. 

Where ftiarp irritating humours 
have eroded the inteltines, and 
laid open the mouths of the blood- 
vefiels, this foft healing eiectary is 
often of great ufe. Jt is faid that 
fiuxes of long Handing, contracted 
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in the Indies, which had yielded 
nothing to medicines of the reftrin- 
gent kind, have been removed by 
this, which fupplies the natural 
mucus of the bowels that the flux 
has carried off, heals the excoria¬ 
tions, and obtunds the acrimonious 
humours. 

Electarium chalybeatum. 

Chalybeate eleftary . 

Take of r. 

Salt of fteel, one dram; 

Candied nutmegs, 

Candied ginger,—each half an 
ounce; 

Oil of cinnamon, five drops; 

Conferve of orange peel, one 
ounce; 

Balfamic fvrup, as much as is 
fufficient to make them into 
an ele#ary. 

Take of ^ 2. 

Ruft of fteel, or fteel prepared 
with fulphur, fix drams; 

Candied ginger, one ounce; 

Conferve of orange peel, three 
ounces ; 

Syrup of orange peel, as much 
as will reduce them into a pro¬ 
per confidence. 

Take of 3. 

Conferve of orange peel, one 
ouhee and an half; 

Extra# of chamomile, twodrams; 

Ruft of iron, one dram and an 
half; 

Aromatic powder, one dram ; 

Rhubarb, in powder, two drams; 

Syrup of faffron, fufiicient to 
form an ele#ary. 

Thefe elegant chalybeate medi¬ 
cines are given not only in ca¬ 

che die and chlorotic cafes , and men- 
Jlrual obji: udions ; but likevvife in 
lo-zu byferic and melancholic difor¬ 
ders ; and for warming and invigo¬ 
rating the habit in great debilities and 
decays of conjlitut ion . In either of 
thefe intentions, the bulk of a 
final! nutmeg is to be taken twice 
a day, and its effe#s promoted by 
moderate exercife. 


Electarium beobstruens. 
Deolfrucnt elcflary. 

Take of 

Gum ammoniacum, 

Hard foap,—each a dram ; 
Powdered fquills, one fcruple; 
Conferve of orange peel, half an 
ounce : 

Syrup of ginger, as much as is 
fufficient to reduce the other 
ingredients into the confidence 
of an eledfcary. 

Where the bread is opprefied by 
thick phlegm, or the vifeera ob- 
ftru#ed, this ele#ary may be taken 
twice or thrice a day to the bulk of 
a fmall nutmeg at a time. The 
quantity here prescribed is fuffici¬ 
ent for fix or eight dofes, 
Electarium e gi/mmi gu'aiaco. 

Eledary of gum guaiacum. 

Take of 

Gum guaiacum, 

Compound powder of arum, 
Canella alba,—each fix drams; 
Conferve of orange peel, two 
ounces; 

Syrup of orange peel, as much 
as will bring them into a pro¬ 
per confidence. 

In chronical rheumatfms , pains 
and aches in general (that are not 
accompanied with inflammation), 
and fome kinds of paralytic numb- 
ncjfes, this warm ftimuiating electary 
may be taken to the quantity of a 
nutmeg twice a day. 

Electarium ex helleboro 
nigro. 

Eledlary of black hellebore . 

Take of 

Black hellebore root, 

Extra# of favia, 

Compound powder of myrrh,— 
each half an ounce ; 

Canella alba, twodrams; 

Syrup of orange peel, as much 
as is fufficient. 

Mix and make them into an elec- 
tary. 

This ele#ary is employed in one 
of our hofpkals for promoting the 
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natural evacuations from the ute¬ 
rus : for which purpofe, it is un¬ 
doubtedly a medicine of great pow¬ 
er. It may be taken to the quan¬ 
tity of half a dram twice a day. 
ELECTARIUM JOVIALE. 

Tin elcttary. 

Take of 
• Pure tin, 

Quickfilver,—each an ounce. 
Let them be formed into an amal- 
gama—then add, 

Oyfter thells prepared^oneounce. 
Reduce the whole to a powder. 

Mix equal quantities of this pow¬ 
der, and conferve of wormwood 
together, and form an eledtary, 
with fyrup of faffron. 

Two or three drams of this elec¬ 
tary may be taken twice a day. It 
has been concluded, that the union 
'of two fuch powerful anthelmin¬ 
tics as the Jiannum and quickfilver, 
was well calculated to expel the 
taenia ; and accordingly it has 
been faid, that this eledtary has 
fucceeded, when other remedies 
have failed. 

lELECTARIUM /NITROSUM. 

Nitrous Elcttary. 

Mix one part of powdered nitre 
very well with eight parts of 
conferve of rofes; thefe form 
an eledlary, very well calculated 
to throw into the habit a large 
quantity of nitre, without of¬ 
fending the ftomach : hence may 
it be employed very advantagc- 
oufly in all a£Hve haemorrhages, 
particularly in that of the lungs ; 
or. in any other cafes, where cir- 
cumffances require the copious 
ufe of nitre. 

ELECT ARIUM PRO GIN GI¬ 
VIS. 

Elctta r y for the gums. 

Take of 

Powdered myrrh, three drams; 
Cream of tartar, 

Cochineal,—of each one dram 
and a half. 


Grind them very well together, in 
a glafs mortar : then add 
Melted honey, four ounces ; 
Powdered cloves, one dram. 

In cafes of fpongy or ulcerated 
gums, this application may be ufed 
with fafety, and fometimes with 
advantage; when the tinfture of 
myrrh, that fo long favourite re¬ 
medy, cannot be ufed, on account 
of the menftruum in which the 
myrrh is difiblved. 

ELECTARrUM AD NEPHRITICOS. 

Nephritic elettary. 

Take of 

Lenitive ele&ary, an ounce and 
a half; 

Venice turpentine, one ounce ; 
Eggfhells prepared [or prepared 
oylterfhclls] half an ounce ; 
Choice rhubarb,‘one dram; 
Syrup of marfhmallows, as much 
as is fufKcient. 

Diffolve the tyrpentine in the yolk 
of an egg, and then mix the 
whole together, according to 
art, fo as to make thereof an 
eie&ary. 

This compofition, taken from 
the Edinburgh infirmary, is con¬ 
trived for cleanfing the urinary 
pailages in nephritic diforders. Tur¬ 
pentine, properly divided by earthy 
powders, is a lale, and, at the fame 
time, one of the moft powerful diu¬ 
retics that can in thefe cafes be 
ventured on. The rhubarb and 
laxative eledlary are very ufeful ad¬ 
ditions ; for the belly ought here 
to be always kept open, though the 
ftronger purgatives are very impro¬ 
per. A dram of the elediarv may 
be taken once or twice a dav/alon? 
with an infufion of marl'll mallow 
roots, fweetened with a fpoonful 
of honey. 

.Elect arium paralyticum. 

Paralytic elettary. 

Take of 
Mu Hard feed, 

Conferve of rofemary,—each one 
ounce; 
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Compound fpirit of lavender, 
two drams. 

Beat the muftard feed with a little 
water, that the pulp may be 
prefled through a hair fieve ; 
then mix with it the conferve 
and the fpirit. 

This is a very efficacious medi¬ 
cine for paralytic dif orders., tremors , 
3 nd numbncfs of the limbs , the decays 
accompanying old age , and in all cafes 
‘where folids require to be fimulated , 
or fuggijb Jlagnant juices to be put in 
motion . It ought to be taken every 
morning and evening, or oftener, 
to the bulk of a large nutmeg; 
with a glafs of rich wine, or any 
proper julep, after it. 

Eeectarium e cortice Peru- 
viano. 

FAc diary of Peruvian baric. 

Take of 1. 

Peruvian bark, three ounces; 
Cafcarilla, half an ounce ; 

Syrup of orange peel, a fufficient 
quantity. 

Take of 2. 

Peruvian bark, three ounces ; 
Virginian fnakeroot, one ounce; 
Syrup of orange peel, a fufficient 
quantity. 

Taka of 3. 

Peruvian bark, three ounces; 
Crude fal ammoniac, three 
drams; 

Syrup of lemon juice, a fufficient 
quantity. 

Take of 4. 

Peruvian bark, three ounces; 
Colcothar of vitriol, fix drams ; 
Simple fyrup, a fufficient quan¬ 
tity. 

Take of 5. 

Peruvian bark, three ounces ; 
Alum, one ounce : 

Syrup of lemon juice, as much 
as is fufficient. / 

Take of 6. 

Extra# of Peruvian bark, one 
ounce; 

Extra# of logwood. 


Extra# of liquorice,—each half 
an ounce; 

Mucilage of quince feeds, as 
much as is fufficient to reduce 
the other ingredients into the 
confiftence of an ele#ary. 

All thefe compofitions are very 
elegant and efficacious in the inten¬ 
tions for which they are defigned. 
The first is calculated for common 
intermittent fevers , in the cure of 
which the virtues of the bark are 
greatly affifted by the cafcarilla.— 
The second and third are given 
in thofe intermittents, which hap¬ 
pen in cachcdlic habits , and perfons 
fubjedl to objlrudlions of the vifeera, 
where the bark by itfelf, on ac¬ 
count of its aftringency, would be 
prejudicial. The fourth is a 
good frengthener in laxities of the 
folids , and decays of ccnjlitution ;—- 
and the fifth a povoerful Jhptic in 
fiuxes and hemorrhages, particularly 
in the diabetes and fluor albus. The 
bulk of a nutmeg of each may be 
taken at a time, and repeated ac¬ 
cording to the exigency of the 
cafe.—The sixth is a very agree¬ 
able form for the exhibition of Pe¬ 
ruvian bark to thofe who are more 
than ordinarily offended with its 
tafte; the fubftances here joined 
effe#ually covering its tafte, at the 
fame time that they coincide with 
it in virtue. The compofition is 
a very elegant and pleafant one, 
and well deferves a place in the 
fliops. It may either be given in 
the form of a bolus or eledlary, in 
the dofe of a dram or more; or 
diffojved in any fuitable liquor into 
a draught. 

Electarium purgans acidum. 


An acid purgative eledlary. 

Take of 

Pulp of tamarinds, two ounces ; 
Cryftals of tartar, two drams. 
Make them into an eie#arv. 

This is an ufeful cooling laxative, 
in hot bilious difpoftions , or inf am¬ 
nia tory dif cafes. The bulk of a 
O o 




MEDICINAL COMPOSITIONS. 


Part IV. 


562 


nutmeg may be taken every hour, 
or oftener, till it begins to operate, 
or the fame quantity may be taken 
once a day occafionally in dry cof- 
tive habits. 

ELECTARIUM TEREBIN- 
THINATUM. 

Terchinthinatc cleHary . 

Take of 

Rectified oil of turpentine, half 
an ounce; 

Honey, one ounce; 

Powdered liquorice, as much as 
is fufficient to form an elec¬ 
tary. 

This eleCtary has been highly re¬ 
commended in chronic rhcuniatifm , 
particularly that fpecies called the 
ifchias , or more commonly fcia- 
tica; and has been faid to cure 
where other powerful remedies 
have been tried in vain, It is cer¬ 


tainly a good flmulatlng diuretic; 
and the fpirit of turpentine may be 
introduced into the habit, in the 
form here prefcribed, in larger 
quantity, and with more eafe, than 
by any other. 

Electarium sistens. 

Binding clciiary. 

Take of 

The Japonic confection, two 
ounces; 

Extraft of logwood, one ounce; 

Syrup of dry rofes, as much as 
will reduce them into a proper 
confiftence for an eleCtary. 

This eleCtary is calculated for the 
relief of dyfenteries, and. other in- 
teftinal fluxes, after the acrid hu¬ 
mours have been duly evacuated 
by mild cathartics, See. The quan¬ 
tity of a nutmeg may be taken 
every four or five hours. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Lohochs. 


A Lohoch , eclegma , linftus , or 
lambative , is a foft compound 
deflgned to be licked or Jlowly 
Jhuallowed down, of a middle con¬ 
fluence between a fyrup and elec¬ 
tary, at lealt never fo thin as the 
former, nor fo thick as the latter. 

Thefe preparations are generally 
compofed of expreffed oils, mixed 
with fyrups, and fimilar fubftances. 
In making them, the fyrup is firft 
to be mixed with a little fugar, and 
then brifkly beaten up in a mortar, 
with the oil, which will thus readily 
incorporate, efpecially if the fyrup 
be of the acid kind. Two ounces 
of fyrup, a dram of fugar, and an 
ounce of expreffed oil, form a linc- 
tus of a due confidence; which 
may be made thicker at pleafure by 
adding more oil, or thinner by an 
increafe of the fyrup. 

Any oily fubftance, as fperma- 
ceti, &c. may likewife be reduced 
into this form : and inftead of fu¬ 
gar, powders more agreeable to the 
intention of emollients or pectorals, 
may be ufed; as the compound 
powder of gum tragacanth, or the 
troches of ftarch, gum arabic, or 
liquorice, or conferve of hips, will 
anfvver the purpofe of forming a 
lmooth and pleafant linftys. But 
the form at bed is very unfightly 
and difagreeable, and fubftances of 
this kind render it more fo. 
LOHOCH COMMUNE. 

Common lohoch. 

Take of 

Frefh-drawn oil of almonds, 
Syrup of marfhmallows, or bal- 
famic fyrup,—each one ounce; 
White fugar, two drams. 

Mix and make them into a lohoch. 


LOHOCH EX AMYLO. 

Starch lohoch. 

Take of 

Starch, two drams; 

Japan earth, one dram ; 

Balfamic fyrup, 

Whites of eggs, beaten up into a 
thin fluid,—each one ounce. 
Mix and make them into a lohoch. 
LOHOCH DE LINO. 

Lohoch of linfeed. 

Take of 

Frefh-drawn linfeed oil, 

Balfamic fyrup,—each one ounce; 
flowers of fulphur waflied, 
White fugar,—each two drams. 
Mix and make them into a lohoch. 

LOHOCH DE MANNA. 

Lohoch of manna. 

Take of 

Calabrian manna, 

Frefh-drawn oil of almonds, 
Syrup of violets,—each, equal 
parts. 

Mix and make them into a lohoch. 
LOHOCH SAPONACEUM. 

Saponaceous lohoch. 

Take of . 

Caftile foap, one dram; 

Oil of almonds, one ounce : 
Syrup of lemon juice, one ounce 
and a half. 

Mix and make them into a lohoch. 

LOHOCH DE SPERMATE 
CETI. 

Lohoch of fpermaceii. 

Take of 

Spermaceti, two drams; 
Frefh-drawn oil of almonds, half 
an ounce; 

Balfamic fyrup, one ounce. 

Mix the fpermaceti with a fufficient 
quantity of yolk of eggs. Then 
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add the oil and fyrup, and make 
them into a lohoch. 

Lohoch balsamicum. 
Balfamic lohocli. 

'Take of 

Spermaceti, two drains; 

Balfam of Peru, one dram ; 
Syrup of marflimallows, two 
ounces. 

Let the fpermaceti and balfam be 
well worked up with a fufficient 
quantity of yolks of eggs; and 
then mix with them the fyrup. 
Linctus solutivus. 
Solutive lohoch. 

Take of 

Conferve of hips, one ounce; 
Solutive fyrup of rofes, 

Oil of olive,—each four ounces. 
Mix and make them into a lohoch. 

The principal ufe of lohochs 
is in diforders of the internal parts 
of the tnouth, fauces, and oefo- 
pjtagus; as in aphthae, and tic¬ 
kling coughs from defiuxion$ in the 
firft paffages. For, however they 
may have been celebrated, under 
the vague appellation of pedtorals, 
in affections of the bread; and 
lungs, it is not to be expected, 
that their emollient lubricating 
quality can reach thofe parts, or 
that they can give any relief in the 
true pulmonary cough. The flow 
manner in which they are fwallow- 


ed down renders them well adapted 
to correCt acrimony and irritation 
in the throat and about the mouth 
of the ftomach ; though the free 
ufe of fuch unCtuous compofitions 
is foan liable to pall the .appetite. 

Linctus acidulus, 
Acidulous lindlus. 

Take of 

Conferve of red rofes, two 
ounces; 

Weak fpirit of vitriol, four fcru- 
ples, or as much as is fufficient 
to give a grateful acidity. 

Mix them together. 

This linCtus is of a different na¬ 
ture from the foregoing prepara¬ 
tions, and is ufed as a light rettrin- 
gent and detergent. It rather 
flrengthens than relaxes the fio- 
mach, is fufficiently agreeable in 
tafte, and of a fine red colour. So 
much at prefent are thefe forms of 
medicine difregarded, that they 
have been totally rejected from 
both the London and Edinburgh 
Pharmacopoeias; though all but the 
three laft had a place in the former 
editions of .the Edinburgh Difpen- 
fatories. As lambatives they may 
be ufeful in tickling coughs; ex¬ 
coriations of the fauces; aphthous 
ulcerations; but cannot be con- 
fnlered as advantageous in any 
other view. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Emulsions and Syrup. 


I N the foregoing chapter, oils 
were united with watery liquors 
tailed fyrnps, by the mediation of 
fugar and conferves, into thick 
unctuous compounds. Theprefent 
chapter contains mixtures of oily, 
refinons, and fimilar bodies, with 
water, in a liquid form, of a white 
colour refembling milk, and hence 
called emulfionsj or milks. 

Emulfions have been generally 
prepared by grinding the oily feeds 
of plants, or kernels of fruits, along 
with common water, or any agree¬ 
able Ample diftilled water. In this 
procefs, the oil of thefubjed is, by 
the mediation of the other matter, 
United with the aqueous fluid; and 
hence they poflefs fome (hare of the 
emollient virtue of the pure oil; 
with this advantage, that they are 
agreeable to the palate, and not apt 
to turn rancid or acrimonious by 
the heat of the body, which the pure 
oils in fome inflammatory cafes 
may do. 

Emulfions, befides theii* ufe as 
medicines themfelves, are excellent 
Vehicles for certain fubftances which 
cannot othervvife befo conveniently 
taken in a liquid form. Thus cam¬ 
phor, triturated with almonds, rea¬ 
dily unites with water into an 
femulfion, and in this form is con¬ 
veyed into the remote!! parts of the 
body, with fuflicient efficacy to an- 
fwer intentions of moment, at the 
fame time that its heat and pun¬ 
gency are foftened by the un&uofity 
of the almonds. 

Pure oils, balfaniSj 1'ejins, and 
other' fimilar fubftances, are like- 
wife rendered mifcible with water, 
into emulfions or milky liquors, by 


the intervention of mucilages. The 
white or yolk of an egg unites thefe 
bodies alfo with water, but lefs ele* 
gaudy. 

Several of the gummy refins, as 
ammohiacum , galbanum , myrrh , and 
others, are reducible into emulfions 
by trituration with water alone; 
their refinous part being rendered 
difloluble by the mediation of the 
gummv. 

LAC AMYGDALAE, 

formerly 

EMULSIO COMMUNIS, 

Almond milk. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Sweet almonds blanched, one 
ounce and a half; 
Double-refined fugar, four drams; 
Diftilled water, two pints. 

Beat the almonds with fugar, then 
rubbing them well together, add 
the water by degrees, and drain 
the liquor. 

EMULSIO COMMUNIS. 

Common emulfon * 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Sweet almonds, one ounce; 
Water, two pounds and a half. 
Blanch the almonds, and beat them 
in a done mortar, and gradually 
pour upon them the water; and 
(train off the liquor. 

If, whilft the almonds are beating, 
two ounces of mucilage of gum 
arabic be added, the preparation 
is called EMULSIO ARABICA, 
the Arabic emulfon. 

Great care fhould be taken, that 
the almonds are not become rancid 
by keeping; which will not only 
render the emulfion extremely un- 
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pleafant, a circumftance of great 
confequence in a medicine that re¬ 
quires to be taken in large quan¬ 
tities, but likewife give it injurious 
qualities little expe&ed from pre¬ 
parations of this clafs. Thefe li¬ 
quors are principally made ufe of 
for diluting and obtunding acrimonious 
humours; particularly in heat of 
urine and fr auguries arifing either 
from a natural fliarpnefs of the 
juices, or the operation of cantha-' 
rides, or other irritating medicines. 
In thefe cafes, they are to be drunk 
frequently, in the quantity of half 
a pint or more at a time. 

Some have ordered em ulfions to 
be boiled, with a view to deprive 
them of fome imaginary crudity ; 
but by this procefs they quickly 
ceafe to be emulfions; the oil fepa- 
rating from the water, and floating 
diftinft upon the furface. Acids, 
and vinous fpirits, produce a like 
decompofition. On handing alfo 
for fome days, without addition, 
the oily matter feparates, and rifes 
to the top, not in its ptire form, but 
in that of a thick cream. Thefe 
experiments prove the compofition 
of the emulfions made from the 
oily feeds of kernels, and at the 
to fame timepoint out fome cautions 
be attended to in their preparation 
and ufe. 

Thefe emulfions are to be con- 
fidered as poffeffing nearly the fame 
qualities; but that with the gum 
arabic certainly poffefies a much 
greater demulcent power. 
EMULSIO CAMPHORATA. 

Camphorated emuljion . • 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Camphor, onefcruple; 

Sweet almonds, ten in number; 
Double-refined fugar, one dram; 
Water, fix ounces. 

Grind the camphor and almonds 
well together in a hone mortar, 
and add by degrees the water. 


Then hrain the liquor, and dif* 
folve in it the fugar. 

This is a very commodious form 
for the exhibition of camphor ; the 
un&uous quality of the almonds in 
great meafure covering its pun¬ 
gency. in fevers that require the 
affihance of this powerful diapho¬ 
retic drug, a fpoonful of the emul- 
fioti may be taken every three or 
four hours. 

LAC AMMONIAC!. 

Milk of ammoniacum . 

Lond. 

Take of 

Gum ammoniacum, two drams ; 
Dihilled water, .half a pint. 

Grind the gum-refin with the 
water, in a mortar, until the gum 
be diffolved. 

This liquor is employed for at *• 
tenanting tough phlegm , and promoting 
expedoration , in the humoural ahh- 
mas,* coughs, and obhruftions of 
the vifcera. It may be given to 
the quantity of two fpoonfuls twice 
a day. 

In the fame manner mav be made 
the LAC ASfEFCETIDAL, and of 
the other gum-refins. The milk of 
afafoetida is ufed in fpafmodic, hy- 
fterical,and other nervous affections; 
and not only given internally but in 
the form of glyfter, particularly in 

NERVOUS ASTHMA. It IS laid tO 

anfwer the fame purpofe as when 
given in fubftance. 

All, even the pureft, refinous 
fubflances, by an addition of gum 
or mucilage, may be formed into 
emulfions. They may be alfo made 
mifcible with water, by triturating 
them with a few drops o f water of 
kali. Or the mafs which thus be¬ 
comes faponaceous, may be con¬ 
veniently exhibited in pills. 

Emulsio purgans. 

A purging emuljion ..' 

Take of 

Sweet almonds, blanched, twa 
drams; 
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Fine fugar, one dram; 

Gum Arabic, half a dram; 
Scammony, ten grains; 

Simple cinnamon water, one 
ounce. 

Diflolve the gum in the cinnamon 
water, and, having ground the 
fcammony with almonds and 
fugar, pour on the liquor by lit¬ 
tle at a time, continuing to grind 
them together, fo as to make 
them into an emullion. 

This emullion is an agreeable 
and effectual purgative. It may be 
prepared with different propor¬ 
tions of the fcammony, atpleai'ure: 
other purgative refins , as that of 
jalap, may be fubftituted to the 
fcammony; a proper quantity of 
any fyrup to the fugar ; and to the 
cinnamon water, any other fimple 
water that may be more acceptable : 
but fpirituous waters, for reafons 
already mentioned, have no place. 
Some have employed an infufion 
of liquorice, which appears to be 
a very proper addition in thefe 
kinds of preparations, as it coin¬ 
cides with the almonds in corredf- 
ing the irritating power of the pur¬ 
gative material. 

EMULSIO OLEOSA SIMPLEX. 

Simple oily cmuljion. 

Take of 

Oij of almonds, 

Syrup of marfh-mallows,—each, 
one ounce and a half; 

Diftilled water, feven ounces. 
Mix—and if one dram of ammonia 
prepared is added, the EMUL¬ 
SIO OLEOSA VOLATILIS 
will be formed ; or this may be 
done by adding a fufficient quan¬ 
tity of ammonia. 

Where pure oil is not apt to fit 
eafy on the ftomach, by the addi¬ 
tion of alkali this inconvenience is 
often remedied, and the medicine 
rendered ufeful in coughs, hoarjenefs , 
and fimilar affedlions, where no 
circumftances occur to prevent the 
ufe of volatiles. 


Emulsio oleosa. 

Oily cmuljion. 

Take of 

Oil olive, a quarter of a pint; 
Spirit of hartfliorn, two drams; 
Simple pennyroyal water, twelve 
ounces; 

Pedtoral fyrup, an ounce and a 
half. 

Mix them together. 

This compofition is often ufed 
againjl recent colds , for alleviating 
the cough , and promoting expeftoration. 
Where the complaints are of long 
(landing, thefe kinds of medicines 
have no place ; nor is their ufe in 
any cafe to be long continued, as 
they relax the ftomach, pall the ap¬ 
petite, and increafe the diforder. 

A much more elegant oily emrd- 
fion, for all the intentions in which 
the fimple lubricating quality of 
expreffed oils is waiited, may be 
prepared in the following manner. 
Take an ounce of powdered gum 
Arabic, and the fame quantity of 
common water. DifTolve the gum 
in the water, that it may form 
a thick mucilage ; to which add 
by degrees four ounces of frefli- 
drawn oil of almonds, rubbing 
them well together in a m'ortar 
till they incorporate into afmooth 
white mafs. Then pour in by 
little and little, continuing the 
agitation, four ounces of com¬ 
mon water; to which may be 
added nutmeg water, rofe water, 
and fimple fyrup, of each two 
ounces. 

This appears to be the pleafanteft 
form that oils can be givtn in. 
The union is alfo more perfedt, and 
the oil lefs difpofed to Separate on 
(landing, than in the emulfions ob¬ 
tained by other means. Even ftrong 
acids added to this emullion pro¬ 
duce no decompofition in it. But 
alkalies can have no place in this 
form. For thefe, as webaveobferved 
upon another occafion, precipitate 
pure gums tbemfelves from water. 
O o 4 
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Emulsio spermatis ceti. 

Emuljion of fpermaceti. 

Take equal parts of fpermaceti and 
of mucilage of gum Arabic, Rub 
them together in a mortar till 
they are incorporated into a thick 
mafs, which may be diluted at 
pleafure with water, as in the 
foregoing procefs. 

Emulfions of fpermaceti, or fper¬ 
maceti draughts, are commonly pre¬ 
pared by means of yolks of eggs ; 
and are fufficiently uniform. Thofe 
made with mucilage, as here di- 
re<ffed, have this advantage, that 
they are lefs difagreeable in tafte, 
and not liable to grow rancid. 
The mixture of the fpermaceti and 
mucilage may be kept, for many 
days, in a Rate fit for being diluted, 
by gradual additions of water, into 
a fmooth emulfion. 

Emulsio cum aro. 

Enrul/ion with arum root. 

Take of 

Frefn arum root. 

Gum Arabic,—each, two ckams; 
Spermaceti, two fcruples.; 
Common water, five ounces ; 
Nutmeg water, 

Syrup of orange peel,—'each, half 
an ounce. 

Difl’olve the gum Arabic, with a 
part of the water, into a muci¬ 
lage, which is to be beaten with 
the fpermaceti into a fmooth 
pafte. 

To this add the arum root, pre- 
vioufly beaten by itfelf into a 
pulp; and rub them well toge¬ 


ther that they maybe thoroughly 
mixed. Then gradually pour in 
the waters and the fyrup. 

Frefh arum root may be taken 
in this form without the lealt in¬ 
convenience from the pungency, 
with which the root itfelf fo vio¬ 
lently affefts the mouth. I have 
given a fpoonful of the emulfion 
every fix hours, or oftener, in cafes 
of the rheumatic kind , and gene¬ 
rally with great benefit. The 
more immediate effect experienced 
from it was that of warming the 
ftomach, and promoting fweat, 
which in fome inftances it did pro- 
fufely. 

SYRUPUS HYDRARGYRI. 

Syrup of quickflver. 

Take of 

Purified quickfjlver, one dram ; 
Gum arabic, three drams; 
Rofe-water, as much as is fuffi- 
cient for reducing the gum 
into a mucus. 

Let them be rubbed in a mar¬ 
ble mortar till the quickfil- 
ver totally difappears; then, by 
degrees, mix with it four ounces 
of Ample fyrup. 

This, when it is properly pre¬ 
pared, is an agreeable preparation 
for children, where the ftate of 
their health requires the ufe of 
mercurials, as alteratives ; it is one 
of the mildeft fort, nor is apt to 
falivate, or pafs off too freely by 
the bowels. The Syrupus papa- 
veiis albi is preferable to rofe- 
water for forming the mucus. 
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CHAPTER. VIII. 

Juleps, Mixtures, and Draughts. 


B Y julep is commonly under- 
ftood an agreeable liquor, de¬ 
signed as a vehicle for medicines of 
greater efficacy, or to be drank after 
them, or taken occalionally as an 
auxiliary. In this light their balls 
is generally common water, or a 
fimpie diltilled water, with one- 
fourth or one-third its quantity of 
a diftilled fpirituous water: this 
mixure is fweetened with fugar, or 
any proper fyrup, or acidulated 
with vegetable or mineral acids, or 
impregnated with other medicines 
luitabie to the intention; care being 
taken that thefe additions be fuch, 
as will not render the compound 
unlightly or unpalatable. The 
quantity ufually directed at a time, 
in common prefcription, is fix or 
eight ounces, to be taken by fpoon- 
fuls. 

A mixture, more ftriCtly fo 
called, receives more efficacious 
materials, whether foluble in water, 
as extracts or falts, or indiffoluble, 
as powders; more regard being 
here had to the medicinal intention, 
than to the lightlinefs or palatable- 
nefs of the compound. There is 
indeed no precife diftinCtion be¬ 
tween the two; the fame compo- 
fition being often called by one a 
julep, and by another a mixture; 
though, in general, few would give 
the name of julep to a very difa- 
greeable liquor, or that of mixture 
to a very pleafant one. 

A draught differs from a julep 
or mixture only in being prefcribed 
in lefs quantity, the whole being 
intended for one dofe. 

MIXTURA CAMPHOR AT A ; 

formerly 


JULEPUM e CAMPHORA. 

Camphorated mixture, 

Lond, 

Take of 

Camphor, one dram; 
Double-refined fugar, half an 
ounce; 

Boiling diltilled water, one pint. 
Grind the camphor firlt with a little 
rectified ipirit of wine; and af¬ 
terwards with the fugar, till they 
are perfectly mixed. Then add 
the water by little and little, let 
the mixture cool in a clofe veil'd, 
and laltly pafs it through a ftrain- 
er. 

There is generally fome difficulty 
in making camphor mix well with 
water: -—if it was firlt rubbed down 
with mucilage; or with almonds, 
as in the Emulfio Camphorata, the 
mixture would be more eafily ef¬ 
fected.—But it will diffolve molt 
effectually in a watery menftruum, 
when joined with mvrrh. 
MIXTURA CAMPHORATA 
CUM MYRRHA. 
Camphorated mixture with myrrh. 
Take of 
Camphor, 

Myrrh,—each, one dram. 

Rub them well together into a 
powder; then gradually add 
Diltilled water, one pint; 

Sugar, half an ounce. 

Thefe will form together a perfect¬ 
ly homogeneous mixture. 

A fpoonful or two of either of 
thefe may be taken where cam¬ 
phor is proper. 

But vinegar is fometimes made 
ufe of inftead of water, which forms 
a very elegant mixture. 
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Mixtura e camphora acetosa. 

Camphor mixture with vinegar. 
Take of 

Camphor, one dram ; 

Gum Arabic, two drams; 
Double-refined fugar, half an 
ounce; 

Vinegar, one pint. 

Grind the camphor with a few 
drops of rectified fpirit of wine, 
till it grows foft; then add the 
gum, previoufly reduced to a 
mucilage, with equal its quantity 
of water, and rub them together 
till they are perfe&Iy mixed. To 
this mixture add by degrees the 
vinegar with the fugar diffolved 
in it. 

By this management, the whole 
fubftance of the camphor is united 
with, and kept fufpended in, the 
liquor; and confequently every 
fpoonful of the mixture is equiva¬ 
lent to one grain and feven eighths 
of a grain of camphor in fubftance. 
The fame treatment fucceeds equal¬ 
ly when water is ufed for the men- 
ltruum ; and if the afliftance of 
nitre be required, this alfo may be 
added in either form. 

MIXTURA CRETACEA. 

Chalk, mixture, 
hand. 

Take of 

Chalk, prepared, one ounce;, 
Double refined fugar, fix drams; 
Gum Arabic, powdered, one 
ounce; 

Water, two pints. 

Mix them together. 

BOTIO CRETACEA. 

Chalk drink. 

Edin. 

Take of 

Prepared chalk, one ounce ; 
Double-refined fugar, half an 
ounce; 

Mucilage of gum arable, two 
ounces ; 

Rub them together; and afterwards 
add by degrees, 

Water, two pints and an half; 


Spirit of cinnamon, two ounces. 
Mix them together. 

Thefe compofitions are nearly 
fimilar, and may be confidered as 
very agreeable abforbents, defigned 
for heartburns and fimilar diforders 
arifing from acid juices in the firft 
pafiages; and adminiftered fre¬ 
quently in febrile diarrhoea. The 
chief ufe of the gum is not only to 
give a greater degree of confidence 
to the water, and enable it to keep 
the powdered chalk fufpended ; hut 
alfo aflifts in fheathing the primae 
via?, and defending them from 
the ftimulus of acrid bile, or other 
humours which might be offenfive. 
MIXTURA MOSCHATA; 

formerly 

JULEPUM e MOSCHO. 

Mujk mixture. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Rofe water, fix ounces by mea- 
fure; 

Mufk, two fcruples; 

Gum arabic, 

Double-refined fugar,—each, one 
dram. 

Firft grind the fugar with the 
mufk, then with the gum, and 
gradually add to them the rofe- 
water. 

This is an improvement upon 
the Hysteric julep with musk 
of Bates. Orange flower water is 
directed by that author; and indeed 
this more perfectly coincides with 
the mufk than rofe-water: but as 
the former is fcarce procurable in 
perfection, the latter is here prefer¬ 
red. The mixture appears turbid 
at firft; on {landing a little time, it 
depofits a brown powder, and be¬ 
comes clear, but at the fame time 
lofes great part of its virtue. This 
inconvenience may be prevented, 
by thoroughly grinding the mufk 
with gum arabic, before the addition 
of the water, as directed in the pre¬ 
ceding chapter for making emul- 
flons. By means of the gum, the 
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whole fubftance of the mufk is 
made to remain fufpended in the 
water. Volatiie fpirits are in many 
cafes an nfeful addition to rrmfk, 
and likewife enable water to keep 
fomewhat more of the mufk dif- 
folved, than it would otherwife re¬ 
tain. The following compofition 
of this kind is tiled in fome of our 
hofpitals. 

JuLEPUM MOSCHATUM. 

Mufk julep. , 

Take of 

Rofe water, fix ounces ; 
Compound fpirit of ammonia, 
one dram and a half; 

Mufk, fifteen grains; 

White fugar, half an ounce. 
Grind the mufk with the fugar, and 
then mix therewith the other in¬ 
gredients. 

JuLJSPUM CARDIACUM. 
Cordial julep. 

Take of 1. 

Cinnamon water, fix ounces; 
Spirit of nutmeg, two ounces ; 
Syrup of orange-peel, half an 
ounce. 

Mix them together. 

Take of a. 

Dill-feed water, fix ounces ; 
Spirit of nutmeg, two ounces ; • 
Compound fpirit of lavender, 
Syrup of faffron,— each, two 
drams. 

Mix them together. 

JULEPUM CAR M INATIV U M. 
Carminative julep. 

Take of 1. 

Fennel-feed water, fix ounces ; 
Compound juniper water, two 
ounces ; 

Syrup of clove july-fiowers, half 
an ounce. 

Take of 2. 

Pimento water, fix ounces ; 
Spirit of anifeed, two ounces; 
Syrup of orange-peel, half an 
ounce. 

Take of 3. 

Dill-feed water, fix ounces; 
Spirit of caraway, two ounces; 


Syrup of gipger, half an ounce. 

JULEPUM HYSTERICUM. 
Hyfieric julep. 

Take of 1. 

Pennyroyal water, fix ounces; 
Pimento water, two ounces; 
Compound fpirit of lavender. 
Compound fpirit of ammonia,—. 
each, one dram; 

Syrup of clove-july-flowers, half 
an ounce. 

Take of 2. 

Dill-feed water, four ounces; 
Pepper-mint water, two ounces; 

' Tinfture of cardamoms, 

Syrup of ginger, — each, two 
drams. 

JULEPUM REFRIGERANS. 

A cooling julep. 

Take of 

Rhenifti wine, five ounces; 

Rofe water, two ounces ; 

Seville orange juice, 

Syrup of violets, — each fix 
drams. 

JULEPUM STOMACHICCM. 
Stomachic julep. 

Take of 1. * 


Common mint water, fix ounces; 

Spirit of mint, two ounces; 

Syrup of faffron, two drams. 
Take of 2. 

Cinnamon water, fix ounces; 

Spirit of nutmeg, 

Compound timdure of carda¬ 
moms,—each, one ounce ; 

Syrup of orange-peel, half an 
ounce. 

The titles of thefe mixtures ex- 
prefs the intentions for which they 
are calculated. Four or fivefpooii- 
fills of either may be taken occa- 
fionally, or ufed as vehicles and 
diluters of medicines of greater ef¬ 
ficacy. 

The following julapia are ufed in 
the Edinburgh infirmary. 

JULAPIUM AMMOXIACUM. 

Ajnmoniacum julep. 

Take of 


Milk of ammoniacum, four oun¬ 
ces; 
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Syrup of fquills, three ounces. 
Mix them together. 

Two fpoonfuls of this mixture 
may be given twice a day. in cough , 
(fthmas , and opprejjions at the breafi. 
It is a medicine of confiderable ef¬ 
ficacy, but not a little unpleafant, 
though called a julep in the hofpi- 
tals where it is ufed. 

JULAPIUM ANTIHYSTERICUM. 

Antihyjieric julep . 

Take of 

Pennyroyal water, four ounces; 
Tinfture of valerian, one ounce; 
Tinfture of caftor, two drams ; 
Salt of hnrtfhorn, ten grains; 
White fugar, fix drams. 

Mix them together. 

The virtues of this compofition 
are fufficiently obvious from its 
title. The dofe is two fpoonfuls, 
to be taken twice or thrice a day. 

JULAPIUM CARDIACUM. 

Cor dial julep* 

Take of 

Pepper-mint water, four ounces; 
Pimento water, two ounces; 

' Compound fpirit of ammonia, 
Tinfture of caftor, — each, two 
drams; 

White fugar, half an ounce. 

Mix and make them into a julep. 

This mixture is an ufeful cordial 
in all deprejjlons of the fpirit s y in the 
Jinkings of low fevers, and the lan¬ 
guors to which hyjhrical and hypo¬ 
chondriacal perfons are fubjedl . An 
ounce, or two fpoonfuls, may be 
taken for a dofe, two or three 
times a day.. 

, JULAPIUM DIAPHORETICtTM. 
Diaphoretic julep . 

Take of 

Common mint water, four oun¬ 
ces ; 

Water of acetated ammonia, two 
ounces; 

.Salt of hartfhorn, ten grains; 
White fugar, fix drams. 

Mix them for a julep. 

This excellent compofition is a 
very powerfulfudorific , and anfwers 


its intention more effe&ually, and 
with greater certainty, than many 
others calculated for the fame pur- 
pofe. Where a copious fweat is to 
be excited, as in rheumatic difeafes , 
two fpoonfuls are to be taken warm 
in bed every hour, or two hours, 
till the fweat break out. If warm 
diluting liquors be not afterwards 
fufficient to keep it up, the fame 
medicine is to be occafionallv re¬ 
peated. Great care fiiould be taken 
that the water of acetated ammonia 
fiiould be perfectly faturated; for if 
the vinegar fiiould be redundant, 
the fait of hartfhorn will lofe a pro¬ 
portionate degree of power. 

JULAPIUM DJURETICUM. 

Diuretic julep. 

Take of 

Water of acetated ammonia, four 
ounces; 

Compound horferadifti water, 
two ounces; 

Syrup of marflimallows, three 
ounces. 

Mix them together. 

The water of acetated ammonia 
is an excellent aperient faline liquor , 
capable of promoting evacuation either 
by the cutaneous pores , or the urinary 
paffages, according to the manner 
of exhibiting it. We have feen be¬ 
fore, that when taken warm in bed, 
it proves a powerful fudorific; 
efpecially if affifted b^ volatile falts-, 
fmall dofes rtf opiates, or other fub- 
ftances which tend to determine its 
action to the fkin. If the patient 
walks about , in a cool air, it operates 
gently , but for the moft part effec¬ 
tually ,, by urine i the additions here 
joined to it correfpond with this 
intention, and promote its operation. 
As this medicine excites the urinary 
difeharge without heating or irri¬ 
tating the parts, it takes place not 
only in drepfes, but likewife in in- 
flammatory diforders , wherever this 
falutary fecretion is to be promoted. 
It is given to the quantity of two 
fpoonfuls thrice a day. 
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JULAPIUM FCETIDUM. 

Fetid julep. 

Take of 

Afafcetida, one dram and a half; 
Penny-roval water, fix ounces ; 
Tindure of valerian water, two 
ounces; 

Oil of hartftiorn, twenty drops ; 
White fugar, ten drams. 

Rub the afafaetida in the pennyroyal 
water till it dilTolves ; and having 
dropt the oil upon the fugar, 
mix the whole together. 

This compofition is not a little 
fetid and unfightly ; it is neverthe- 
lefs a medicine of great efficacy, in 
hypochondriacal and hyjieric diforders , 
ajlhmas, and other nervous com¬ 
plaints : the dofe is one fpoonful, 
to be taken thrice a day. It is 
fometimes prepared without the oil 
of hartftiorn. 

JULAPIUM HYDRAGOGUM. 

Hydragogue julep. 

Take of 

Infufion of chamomile-flowers, 
fix ounces ; 

Tartarifed antimony, ten grains; 
Syrup of buckthorn, two oun¬ 
ces. 

Mix them together. 

Two fpoonfills of this julep are 
given, in hydropic cafes , every two 
hours, till it take fufficient effed as 
a purgative; which it generally 
does before the quantity here pre¬ 
scribed has been made ufe of. Tar¬ 
tarifed antimony, thus exhibited in 
fmall dofes, and frequently repeat¬ 
ed, proves as certain and powerful 
a cathartic, as it does an emetic 
when given in a larger quantity at 
once. It operates neverthelefs, for 
the moil part, with fufficient eafe. 

JULAPIUM SISTENS. 

Binding julep. 

Take of 

Common mint water, four oun¬ 
ces ; 

Pimento water, two ounces; 
Catechu eledary, two drams; 


and Draughts . 

Catechu, in powder, one dram ; 

Tindure of opium, forty drops ; 

White fugar, half an ounce. 

Mix them well together. 

This julep is calculated againft 
dyfentcries and diarrhoeas; in which, 
after proper evacuations, it gene¬ 
rally eafes the gripes, and reftrains 
the flux. It is to be given three or 
four times a day, in the quantity of 
a fpoonful at a time. 

Mixtura diafhoretica. 

Diaphoretic mixture. 

Take of 

Common water, fix ounces ; 

Julep of camphor with vinegar, 
one ounce and a half; 

Compound powder of contra- 
yerva, four fcruples; 

Nitre, two fcruples; 

Syrup of orange-peel, fix drams. 
Mix them togetner. 

In hofpitals and places ill aired, 
common inflammatory fevers fome¬ 
times change into putrid and ma¬ 
lignant ones. To guard agiinfl 
any accident of this kind, as foon 
as the inflammation begins to abate, 
or the puife to foften. three or four 
fpoonfuls of this aiexipharmac mix- 
tuie may be given every fix hours. 
Camphor Items to anfwer heft 
when thus g'ven in a liquid form ; 
and to be mod efficacious in fuch 
fmall dofes, for abating inflam¬ 
mation and nervous fymptom ;, and 
likewife for promoting a gentle diq,- 
p bore [is. 

MlXTURA ANTIDYSENTERICA. 

Antidyfenteric mixture. 

Take of 

Extrad of logwood, three drams; 

Tindure of catechu, two drams; 

Spirit of cinnamon, one ounce; 

Diftilled water, feven ounces.' 
DifTolve the extrad in the fpirit of 

cinnamon, and then add the com¬ 
mon water and the tindure. 

In recent dyfenteries , after the ne- 
ceffary evacuations, a fpoonful or 
two of either of thele mixtures may 
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be given after every motion, or 
once in four or five hours. If mild 
opiates fail of procuring reft, it is a 
fign that fome of the corrupted 
humours ftili remain in the bowels, 
and that it is more proper to go on 
with the evacuation, than to fup- 
prefs the dux. Thefe medicines 
will iometimes Jikewife take place 
in the latt ftage of the difeafe, when 
through negleCt or mifmanagement 
it has continued till the ftrength is 
much impaired, the iateftines great¬ 
ly relaxed, and their villous" coat 
abraded; provided there be neither 
ichorous or involuntary flools , aphtha , 
petechia , hiccup , or great anxiety at 
the breafl ; rhubarb, and thefe a- 
ftringents, are to be fo interpofed, 
that at the fame time the putrid 
humours are diilodged, the ftrength 
may be fupporteu, and the intef- 
tines braced. See Dr. Pringle’s 
excellent Obfervations on the Dif- 
eafes of the Army, page 254, &feq. 
where the reader will find a full 
and fatisfa&ory hiftory of the 
iymptoms and cure of this diflem- 
per, fo frequent and fatal in the 
camp. 

Haustus antiemeticus sa- 
linus. 

Saline anti emetic mixture . 

Take of 

Kali, prepared,- half a dram ; 

Lemon juice, fix drams ; 

Cinnamon water, one ounce; 

Fine fugar, one fcruple. 

Mix them together. 

This draught is frequently pre- 
fcrifcred, not only for the purpofe 
exprefled in its title, but likewife 
as a faline aperient in ihfericai, in¬ 
flammatory, and other diflonlers , 
where medicines of that ciafs are 
proper. 

Mixtura cardiaga. 

Cordial ^mixture. 

Take of U 

Cinnamon water, four ounces ; 

Spirit of cinnamon, two ounces j 


Extra# of faffron, one fcruple; 
Confection of kermes, fix drams. 
Mix them together. 

in great languors and deprejjims, 
a ipoonful of this rich cordial 
mixture may be taken every half 
hour. m 

Mixtura ad phthisin. 
Mixture agair.ft the p/ithifls. 
Take of .1. 

Balfam of copaiba, one dram ; 
Common water, four ounces ; 
Spirit of cinnamon, one ounce ; 
Syrup of orange peel, half an 
ounce. 

Let the balfam be diftolved in a 
proper quantity of yolk of egg, 
and then mixed with the other 
ingredients. 

Take of 2. 

Purified opium, one grain ; 
Conferve of rofes, half a dram. 
Mix them together for a bolus. 
Take of 3. 

Oxvmel of fquiils, a dram and a 
half; 

Tincture of opium, fifteen drops; 
Spirit of cinnamon, two drams; 
Common water, two ounces. ■ 
Mix them together. 

In the advanced ftate of a con- 
fumprion we may diftinguifii two 
forts of coughs, one occalioned by 
the ulcers, and the other by a thin 
rheum falling upon the fauces and 
trachea; which parts being then 
deprived of their mucus, become 
extremely fenfible to irritation. Tt 
is this latter kind, perhaps, which 
is moft painful and teazing to the 
patient. The firft fort requires 
balfamics, if the ulcer be open, and 
the matter can be expectorated. 
For this purpofe, the firft of the 
above mixtures is a very elegant 
and effe&ual formula : two fpoon- 
fuls are to be taken at a time, 
twice a day. If the balfam purge, 
two drams of the camphorated 
tindure of opium, added to the 
quantity of the mixture here pre- 
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fcribed, will prevent that effe£t.— 
The other hind of cough can only be 
palliated by incrafl'ants; and for 
that purpofe, the fecond of the 
above compofitions is one of the 
irioft fuccefsful medicines: the 
conferve is altogether fafe, aj^d 
otherwife well adapted to the na¬ 
ture of the difeafe, but of weak vir¬ 
tues : the opiate extract is thq^rnoft 
efficacious ingredient, but is to be 
given with great caution, as opiates 
in general are apt to heat, to bind 
the body, and to obltrudt expecto¬ 
ration. Since thefe bad qualities 
are in good meafure corrected by 
l'quills; as foon as the patient be¬ 
gins to complain of reftlefs nights 
from coughing, the third mixture 
may be given at bed-time. See 
Pringle’s Obfervations on the Dif- 
eafes of the Army. 

MlXTUKA E VALERIANA. 

Valerian mixture . 

Take of 

Pepper-mint water, twelve oun¬ 
ces j 

Wild valerian root, in powder, 
one ounce; 

Compound fpirit of lavender, 
half an ounce ; ■ 

Syrup of orange peel, one ounce. 
Mix them together. 

Wild valerian root, one of the 
principal medicines in epilepfies 
and vertigos, feems to anfwer bet¬ 
ter, when thus exhibited in fub- 
ftance, than if given in form of 
tinitureor infulion. The liquors 
here joined to it excellently coin¬ 
cide, and by their warmth and 
pungency greatly improve its vir¬ 
tues. Two fpoonfuls of the mix¬ 
ture may be taken twice or thrice a 
day. 

Haustus catharticus. 

Cathartic draught. 

Take of i; 

Scarnmony, ten grains; 

Spirit of rofemary, two drams; 

Syrup of buckthorn, fix drams. 


Grind the fcammony with the fpirit 
in a glafs mortar, and when per¬ 
fectly incorporated, mix in the 
fyrup. 

Take of 2. 

Jalap, in powder, one fcruple ; 

' Ipecacuanha, three grains ; 
Compound juniper water, one 
ounce; 

Infulion of linfeed, an ounce and 
a half; 

Simple fyrup, one dram. 

Mix them together. 

Both thefe compofitions are 
firong cathartics, yet for the moft 
part eafy and fafe in operation. 
They are calculated chiefly for 
hydropic cafes , in which they pro¬ 
cure copious evacuations, without 
weakening or fatiguing the patient 
fo much as many other medicines 
of this kind. 

Haustus catharticus sa- 
linus. 

Saline cathartic draught . 

Take of 

Vitriolated natron, 

Manna,—each, fix drams; 
Boiling water, three ounces ; 
Tindhire of cardamoms, one 
dram. 

Diffiolve the fait and manna in the 
vtater, and having {trained off 
the liquor, add to it the tih&ure 
of cardamoms. 

This is a very elegant and agree¬ 
able faline purgative. Tincture of 
cardamoms is one of the heft ad¬ 
ditions to liquors of this kind, or 
to the purging mineral waters, for 
rendering them acceptable to the 
Itomach. 

Haustus diaphoreticus. 
Diaphoretic draught . 

Take of 

Water of acetated ammonia, 
Syrup of white poppies,—each, 
half an ounce; 

Salt of hartfliorn, five grains. 
Mix them together. 

This draught is a very powerful 
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faline diaphoretic. It is given with 
fafety, and often with great benefit, 
in the beginning of inflammatory 
fevers, after bleeding ; where warm 
fubftances ufually employed, if 
they fail in bringing out a fvveat, 
increafe the fever. 

Haustus divreticus. 
Diuretic draught. 

Take of 1. 

Oxymel of fquills, one dram and 
a half; 

Cinnamon water, one ounce ; 
Compound fpirit of lavender, 
Syrup of orange peel,—each, one 
dram. 

Take of 2. 

Vinegar of fquills, one dram (or 
one dram and a half); 

Kali prepared, half a dram ; 
Lemon juice, fix drams; 
Cinnamon water, an ounce and 
a half; 

Spirit of pepper-mint, half an 
ounce; 

Syrup of orange peel, one dram. 
Let the prepared kali and lemon 
juice be firfl mixed together, and 
then add to them the other in¬ 
gredients. 

Take of 3. ' 

Acetated kali, two fcruples; 
Oxymel of fquills, one dram by 
meafure; 

Diftilled water, an ounce and a 
half. 

Mix them together. 

Take of 4. 

Tindlure of cantharides, fifteen 
drops; 

Kali prepared, half a dram ; 
Lemon juice, fix drams; 
Penny-royal water, an ounce 
and.a half; 

Simple fyrup, two drams. 

Mix them together. 

The two firjl of thefe elegant 
and efficacious compofitions are 
commended by Dr. Mead, for 
promoting urine in hydropic cafes. 
He directs them to be taken every 


night, or oftener, according to the 
urgency of the fymptoms. The 
fquill, one of the mod powerful 
diuretics, is, by the additions here 
joined to it, rendered not only 
more grateful to the palate and fto- 
mach, but likewife enabled more 
effectually to anfwer the purpofes 
intended by it. The other two 
are taken from our hofpitals; in 
which the former, compofed on 
the fame plan with the two pre¬ 
ceding, is juftly diftinguifhed by 
the title of mitior or milder; and 
the latter, containing, befides the 
ialine matter, a moderate dofe of 
cantharides, by that of fortior or 
ft ronger. 

Haustus anodyno-diureticus. 

An anodyne-diuretic draught. 
Take of 

Water of prepared kali, half a 
dram; 

Tindture of opium, forty drops ; 

Pepper-mint water, one ounce ; 

Cinnamon water, half an ounce; 

Spirit of cinnamon, two drams ; 

Syrup of marftimallows, one 
dram. 

Mix them together. 

Though practitioners have rarely 
ventured to exhibit opium in drop- 
fies; yet, in thofe which are ac¬ 
companied with great pain, this 
anodyne drug, by eafing the pain, 
and removing the ftridture of the 
paffages, which painful fenfations 
always occafion, proves a medicine 
of great fervice, and notably pro¬ 
motes the urinary difcharge. Dr. 
Mead has given a remarkable in- 
ftance of the good effedts of the 
mixture above prefcribed, in a 
perfon labouring under an afcites 
and tympany at the fame time, 
where the pain was intolerable, the 
thirft intenfe, and the urine in 
very fmall quantity. The ftrong- 
er purgatives increafed the diftem- 
per ; foap, alkaline falts, nitre, and 
other diuretics, were tried in vain : 
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this draught (when the patient of urine. By repeating the medi- 
feemed to be beyond any affift- cine, for a little time, every eight 
ance from medicine) procured un- hours, and afterwards ufing cor- 
expedted relief, not only a gentle roborants, the cure was perfectly 
lleep, and truce from the pain, completed, 
but likewife a copious difcharge 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Lotions, Gargarisms, Injections, &c. 


AQUA ALUMIN 1 S 
COjMPOSITA; 

formerly 

AQUA ALUMINOSA 
BATANEA. 

Compound alum water. 

Lond. 

AKE of 
Alum, 

Vitriolated zinc,~each half an 
ounce; 

Boiling fliftiiled water, two pints. 
Boil the falts in the water till they 
are diffolved, let the folution 
fettle, and afterwards filter it 
through paper. 

Bates directs the falts to be firft 
powdered and melted over the fire; 
but this is needlefs trouble, lince 
the melting only evaporates the 
aqpeous parts, which are reftored 
again on the addition of the water. 
This liquor is ufed for cleanf.ng and 
healing ulcers and wounds , and for 
removing cutaneous eruptions ; the part 
being bathed with it hot, three or 
four times a day. It is fometimes 
iikewife employed as a colljrium ; 
and as an ini eel ion, in the go?mrhcsa 
and fiuor albus , when not accom¬ 
panied with virulence. 

AQUA ALUMINOSA. 

Alum water. 

Take of 

Muriated quickfilver, 

Alum,—each two drams; 

Water, two pints. 

Let the muriated quickfilver and 
alum be ground into a powder - , 
and boiled with the water, in a 
glafs veftel, to the confumption 
of half the water; then fuffer 
the liquor to fettle, and pour it 
off clear from the fediment. 

This is taken from Fallopius, 


with the exchange of rofe and plan- 
tane waters, for common water, 
which is equally fit for the purpofe. 
The compofitionis defigned chief¬ 
ly for cutaneous pufules and ulcera¬ 
tions. 

AQUA ZINCI VITRIOLATI 
CUM CAMPHORA; 

formerly 

AQUA VITRIOLIC A CAM¬ 
PHOR AT A. 

Water of vitriolated zinc, with cam¬ 
phor. 

Take of 

Vitriolated zinc, half an ounce ; 
Camphorated fpirit, half an 
ounce ; 

Boiling water, two pints. 

Mix them, that the vitriol may be 
diffolved; and after the faces 
have fublided, filter the liquor 
through paper. 

Where a large watery diffufion 
takes place from the eyes, if with¬ 
out, or with little inflammation, it 
is frequently employed; but at be¬ 
ginning to employ it, it would be 
judicious to dilute it with water. 
In fome ulcers, particularly thofe 
where it is neceffary to reftrain a 
large difcharge, it is employed ex¬ 
ternally as a lotion. 

AQUA ZINC! VITRIOLATI: 

vulgo 

AQUA VITRIOLIC A. 

Water of vitriolated zinc. 
Edinb. 

Take of 

White vitriol, fixteen grains; 
Water, eight ounces; 

Dilute vitriolic acid, fixteen 
drops. 

Diffolve the vitriol in the water ; 
afterwards add the acid, and fil- 
Where the eyes are watery or in- 
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flamed, thefe folutions of white vi¬ 
triol are very ufeful applications: 
the flighted inflammations will fre¬ 
quently yield to this medicine with¬ 
out any other affiftance: in the 
more violent ones, venrefedion and 
cathartics are to be premifed to its 
ule. 

AQUA PHAGEDENIC A. 

Phagadenic water. 

Take of 

Lime-water, one pint; 

Muriated quickfllver, half a 
dram. 

Let a folution be made. 

This is defigned for waffling and 
cleaning old foul ulcers , and prevent¬ 
ing the growth of fungous jlefh. It is 
for mod purpofes rather too acrid 
to l?e nied without dilution. 
Gargarisma astringens. 
Afringsnt gargarifm. 

Take of 

Oak bark, one ounce ; 

Alum, one dram; 

Honey of rofes, one ounce; 
Water, a pint'and a half. 

Eoil the water with the oak bark, 
till the liqiior, when drained, 
will amount only to one pint; 
to which add the alum and the 
honey. 

Gargarisma commune. 
Common gargarifm. 

Take of 

Inftifion of rofes, one pint; 
Honey of rofes, two ounces. 

Mix them together. 

Or, 

Take of 

Water, fix ounces; 

Nitre, one dram ; 

Honey of rofes, one ounce. 

Mix them together. Where acids 
are requifite, forty drops of the 
diluted vitriolic acid are added to 
this compofition. 

Gargarisma detergens, 
Detergent gargarifm. 

Take of 

Emollient decodion, one pint; 
Tinduremf myrrh, one ounce $ 


Honey, an ounce and a half. 

Mix them together. 

Gargarisma emolliens. 
Emollient gargarifm. 

Take of 

. Marfhmallow-root, two ounces j 
Figs, four in number; 

Water, three pints. 

Boil them till one pint be wafted, 
and then drain the liquor. 

Thefe liquors are ufed for waffl¬ 
ing the mouth and fauces', the first, 
where the parrs are extremely re¬ 
laxed ; — the second and third, 
where ulcerations require to be de¬ 
terged, or the excretion of thick 
viicid faliva promoted;—and the 
fourth, where the mouth is dry, 
parched, and rigid, to moiften and 
foften it. In fome cafes, volatile 
fpirits may be advantageoufly join¬ 
ed to thefe kinds of preparations. 
Dr. Pringle informs us, that, in 
the inflammatory quinfey, orftran- 
gulation of the fauces, he has ob¬ 
served little benefit arifing from 
the common gargles; that fuch as 
were of an acid nature feetued to 
do more harm than good, by con- 
trading the emundories of the fa- 
.liva and mucus, and thickening 
thefe humours; that the decodion 
of figs in milk and water feemed 
to have a contrary effed, efpecial- 
ly if fome water of ammoniac was 
added, by which the faliva was 
made thinner, and the glands 
brought to fecrete more freely; a 
circumfiance always conducive to 
the cure. 

Enema de amylo. 

Starch glyficr. 

Take of 

Jelly of ftarch, four ounces; 
Linfeed oil, half an ounce. 
Liquefy the jelly over a gentle fire, 
and then mix in the oil. Forty 
drops of liquid laudanum are 
fometimes added. 

Enema anodynum, five 

OPIATUM. 

Anodyne , or opiate glyfer. 

P p a 


MEDICINAL COMPOSITIONS. 


Part IV, 


580 


Take of 

Infufion of linfeed, fix ounces; 
Liquid laudanurii, forty drops. 
Or, 

Mutton broth, five ounces; 
Opium purified, three grains. . 
Enema anticoucum. 
Glyjler againjl the colic. 

Take of 

Common decodtion, half a pint; 
Aloetic wine, one ounce ; 
Common fait, one dram ; 
Linfeed oil, two Ounces. 

Mix them together. 

Enema astringens. 
Tljlringent glyjler. 

Take of 

Lime-water, ten ounces; 
Eledtary of catechu, half an 
ounce. 

Mix them together for a glyfier, of 
which one half is to be injected 
at a time. 

Enema commune. 

Common glyjler . 

Take of 

Common decodtion, twelve oun¬ 
ces ; 

Lenitive electary, one ounce ; 
Common fait, half ari ounce. 

Oil olive, two ounces. 

Mix them together. 

Enema domesticum. 
Domejlic glyjler. 

Take of 

Cows’ milk, half a pint; 

Brown fugar, 

Oil olive,—each one ounce. 

Mix them together. 

Enema emoelieNs. 
Emollient glyfter. 

Take of 

Palm oil, an ounce and a half; 
Cows’ milk, half a pound. 

Let the oil be beaten up with the 
yolk of one egg, and then add 
the milk. 

Enema fcetidum. 

Fet id glyjler . 

Take bf 

Afafcetida, one dram; 

Rue, 


Savin,—each two drams; 

Oil olive, half an ounce ; 

Oil of amber, fifteen drops ; 
Water, nine Ounces. 

Boil the water with the rue and fa- 
vin, till a quarter of a pint be 
wafted. Then ftrain off the re¬ 
maining decodtion, and mix it 
with it the afafcetida and the oils. 
The.quantity of the compofition 
here directed, is to be injedted at 
a time. 

EnemA purgans. 

Purging glyjler . 

Take of 

Common decodtion, half a pint; 
White foap, one ounce ; 

Syrup of buckthorn, an ounce 
and a half. 

Mix them together. 

Enema terebinthinatum. 

Turpentine glyjler. 

Take of 

Common decodtion, ten ounces; 
Venice turpentine (diSolved in 
the yolk of an egg), half an 
ounce; 

Linfeed oil, one dunce. 

Mix them together. 

The ufes of thefe compofitions 
are fufficiently obvidus from their 
titles. "The Jlarch, anodyne , e??wllient , 
and ajhingent glyjlers, are ufed in 
dyfenterics, and other alvineJluxes , to 
ltreugthen the tone of the intef- 
tineS, defend them from being cor¬ 
roded by the acrimonious humours, 
to heal their exulcerations, and 
eafe the pains which accompany 
thefe diforders. — The turpentine 
glyjler is injedted in nephritic cafes; 
—-tl \tfetid in hyfteric ones. The 
others are calculated for unloading 
the inteftines of their contents, 
where the exhibition of purgatives 
in other forms is improper, or iin- 
fafe. Glvfters have been looked 
upon by fome a mere topical ap¬ 
plications, whofe operation was 
confined to the inteftJne, into 
which they are received. But ex¬ 
perience has fhewn, that in many 
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cafes their adtion is extended much 
further. Thus the turpentine 
glyfter promotes the difcharge by 
the kidneys, and communicates to 
the urine a violet fmell; and the 
anodyne glyfter proves narcotic, as 
if a moderate dofe of opium had 
been fwallowed. Perfons have 
been inebriated by fpirituous glyf- 
ters; and fome affirm, that life has 
been fupported for feveral days, by 
thofe of a nutritious kind. 

Injectio balsamica. 

Balfamic injection. 

Take of 

Balfam of Copaiba, half an 
ounce; 

Lime-water, fix ounces; 

Honey of rofes, two ounces. 

Let the balfam be well beaten up 
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with the yolk of one egg; and 
then gradually add the lime-wa¬ 
ter and honey. 

Injectio mercurialis. 
Mercurial injection. 

Take of 
Quickfilver, 

Balfam of Copaiba,—each half 
an ounce ; 

Rofe-water, half a pint. 

Rub the quickfilver with the bal¬ 
fam, till they be perfeftly incor¬ 
porated, then mix with them the 
yolk of an egg, and afterwards 
add the rofe-water. 

This and the foregoing prepara¬ 
tion are defigned to be inje&ed in¬ 
to the urethra in virulent gonor¬ 
rhoeas, for cleanfing and deterging 
the parts. 
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CHAPTER X. 
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P LASTERS are compofed chief¬ 
ly of oily and unftuous fub- 
ftances, united with powders, into 
fuch a confidence, that the com¬ 
pound may remain firm in the cold, 
without flicking to the fingers; that 
it may be foft and pliable in a fmall 
heat; and that by the warmth of 
the human body it be fo tenacious, 
as readily to adhere both to the part 
on which it is applied, a id to the 
fubfrance on which it is fpread. 

There is however a difference in 
the confiftence of plafters, accord¬ 
ing to the purpofes to which they 
are to be applied: thus, fuch as are 
intended for the bread.and ftomach, 
fhould be very foi't and yielding; 
whilft thofe defigned for the limbs 
are made firmer and more adhefive. 
An ounce of exprejfed oil, an ounce of 
yellow ivax, and half an ounce of a 7 iy 
proper powder, will make a plafter of 
the firfi: confidence ; — for a hard 
one, an ounce more of wax, and half 
an oic?ice more of powder, may be add¬ 
ed. Piafters may likevvifebe made 
of refins, gummy refins, &c. with¬ 
out wax, efpecially in extempora¬ 
neous prefeription ; for oflicinals, 
thefe compofitions are lefs proper, 
as they foon grow too foft in keep¬ 
ing, and fall flat in a warm air. 

It has been fuppofed, that plaf¬ 
ters might be impregnated with 
the fpecific virtues of different ve¬ 
getables, by boiling the recent ve¬ 
getable with the oil employed for 
the compofition of the plafter. The 
co<ftion was continued till the herb- 
was aimoft crilp, with care to pre¬ 
vent the matter from contracting a 
black colour; after which the li¬ 


quid was drained off, and fet on 
the fire again till all the aqueous 
moifiure had exhaled. We have 
already obferved, that this treat¬ 
ment does not communicate to the 
oiis any very valuable qualities, 
even relative to the.r ufe in a fluid 
Irate ; much lefs can plafters, made 
with fuch oils, receive any coufider- 
able efficacy -from the herbs. 

Calces of'lead, boiled with oils, 
unite with them into a plafter of an 
excellent confidence, and which 
makes a proper bails for ftveral 
other plafters. 

In the boiling of thefe compo¬ 
fitions, a quantity of water mull 
be added, to prevent the plafter 
from burning and growing black. 
Such water, as it may be neceffarv 
to add during the boiling, mult 
be previoufly made hot; for cold 
liquor would not only prolong the 
procefs, but like wife occafion the 
matter to explode, and be thrown 
about with violence, to the great 
danger of the operator. This ac¬ 
cident will equally happen upon 
the addition of hot water, if the 
plafter be extremely hot. 

EMPLAbTRUM ANODY- 
NUM. 

Anodyne plafter. 

Take of 

White refm, eight ounces; 
Tacamahaca, in powder, 
Galbanum,—each four ounces ; 
Cummin feeds, three ounces ; 
Black foap, four ounces. 

Melt the refin and the gums toge¬ 
ther; then add the powdered 
feeds and the foap, and make the 
whole into a plafter, 
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This plafter fometimes gives eafe 
in flight rheumatic painty which .it is 
fuppofed to effect by preventing 
the afflux of humours to the part, 
and putting in motion and repelling 
fuch as already ftagnate there. 
EMPLASTRUM ASAsFCETI- 
DtE; 
formerly 

EMPLASTRUM ANTI HYS¬ 
TERIC UM. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Plafter of litharge, 

Afafcetida, ftained,—-of e^ r h two 
parts, 

Yellow wax, 

Galbanum, {trained, — of each 
one part. ■ / 

This plafter is applied to the 
umbilical region, or over the whole 
abdomen, in hyjleric cafes; and 
fometimes with good effedi. 
EMPLASTRUM CERyE COM- 
POSITUM ; 

E. L. 

formerly 

EMPLAStRUM ATTRA- 
UEWS. 

Compound plafter of wax. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Yellow refin, one pound; 

Yellow wax, 

Tried mutton fuet,—each three 
pounds; 

Melt them together, and whilft the 

mafs remains fluid, pafs it through 

a {trainer. 

This is a very well contrived 
plafter for the purpofe exprefted in 
its title. If is calculated to flip- 
ply the place of melilot piafter: 
whofe great irritation, when em¬ 
ployed for the dreiTmg of blifters, 
has been continually complained 
of. This was owing to the large 
quantity of refin contained in it, 
which is here for that reafon re¬ 
trenched. It fhould feem that, 
when defigned only for dreffing 
blifters, the refin ought to be 


Piaflers. 583 

entirely omitted, unlefs where a 
continuance of the pain and irri¬ 
tation, excited by the veficatory, 
is required. Indeed plafters of any 
kind are not very proper for this 
purpofe : their confidence makes 
them fit uneafy, and theiradhefive- 
nefs renders taking them olF pain¬ 
ful. Cerates, which are fofter 
and lefs adhenve, appear much 
more eligible. The ceratum fperma~ 
tis ceti will ferve for general ufe: 
and, for fome particular purpofes, 
the ceratum refiner flava may be ap¬ 
plied. 

EMPLASTRUM SIMPLEX; 

vulgo 

EMPLASTRUM CEREUM. 

Simple plafler. . 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Yellow vrax, three parts ; 

Mutton fuet, 

White refin,— of each two parts. 

This plafter is fimilar to the 
foregoing, but the further reduc¬ 
tion of the refin renders it for fome 
purpofes more eligible. 
EMPLASTRUM AD CLAVOS 
PEDUM. 

Plafler for corns on the feet. 

Take of 

Galbanum diftolved in vinegar, 
and again infpiftated, one 
ounce; 

Pitch, half an ounce; 

Litharge plafter, two drams, 

Let them be melted together, and 

then mix with them 

Verdegris powdered, 

Sal ammoniac, each one fcruple ; 

And make them into a plafter. 

This plafter has been much ce¬ 
lebrated for the removal of corns, 
and for alleviating thofe pains, 
which they are apt to occafion.— 
There can be little doubt but that 
corns may be foftened bv. fome of 
the ingredients of which it is com- 
pofed : but probably the acrimo¬ 
nious materials may, on the firft 
application, rather contribute to 
p P 4 . 
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increafe than mitigate pains, from 
their ftrong {Emulating power. 
EMPLASTRUM PICIS BUR- 

CUNdiCa: compositum ; 

formerly 

EMPLASTRUM CEPHA- 
LICUM. 

Compound plafler of Burgundy pitch. 
Land. 

Take of 

Burgundy pitch, two pounds; 
Soft Jabdanum, one pound; 
Yellow. refin, 

Yellow wax,—each four ounces ; 
The exprefted oil of nutmegs, 
one ounce. 

^Vlelt the pitch, refin, and wax to¬ 
gether; then add, firft the lab- 
danum, and afterwards the oil of 
nutmeg. 

This plafter is applied, in •weak- 
vefs or pains of the head , to the 
temples, forehead, &c. and fome- 
tirhes likewifeto the feet. Schulze 
relates, that an inveterate rheu- 
matifm in the temples, which at 
times extended to the teeth, and 
occafioned intolerable pain, was 
completely cured in two days by a 
plafter of this kind (with the addi¬ 
tion of a little opium) applied to 
the part, after many other remedies 
had been tried in vain. He adds, 
that a large quantity of liquid mat¬ 
ter exuded under the plafter, in 
drops, which were fo acrid as to 
corrode the cuticle. 

The efficacy of the plafter is at¬ 
tributed more to the ftimulating 
power of the Burgundy pitch than 
to any other ingredient; for when 
applied by itfelf to a tender fidn, it 
often produces vefication, and con- 
llantly as a rubefacient, creating a 
ievere difcharge very frequently. 
EMPLASTRUM de CICUTA, 
cum AMMONIACO. 
Plafter of hemlock, •with ammonia- 
turn* 

Take of 

juice of "hemlock leaves, four 
ounces $ • ..... 


Gum ammoniacum, eight ounces; 
Vinegar of fquills, as much as is 
fufficient to diiTolve the gum. 
Add the juice to this folution, and 
having {trained the mixture; boil 
it to the confidence of a plafter- 
Or it may be made in the follow¬ 
ing manner: 

Take of 

Yellow wax, half a pound ; 

Olive oil, four ounces; 

Gum ammoniacum, half an 
ounce. 

After they are melted together, mix 
with' them powdered herb of 
hemlock, half an ounce. 
Thefeplafters were formerly fup- 
pofed to be powerful coolers and 
difeutients , and to be particularly 
ferviceable againft fwelliugs of the 
fpleen and dijlentions of the hypochon- 
dres. For fome. time paft, it has 
been been among us entirely neg¬ 
lected. But the high refolvent 
power which Dr. Stock has dif- 
covered in hemlock, and which he 
found it to exert in this as well as 
in other forms, entitles it to further 
trials. The plafters appear very 
well contrived, and the additional 
ingredients well chofen for affifting 
the efficacy of the hemlock. 

EMPLASTRUM LITHAR- 
GYRI: 

Bond. Edinb , 
formerly 

EMPLASTRUM COMMUNE. 

Litharge plafter, ufually called , 
Diachylon . 

Land. 

Take of 

Oil olive, one gallon.; 

Litharge, ground into a moft 
fubtiie powder, five pounds: 
Boil them over a gentle fire with 
about two pints of water, keep¬ 
ing them continually ftirfing, 
till t^e oil and litharge unite, 
and acquire the confidence of a 
plafter. If all the water fhould. 
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be confumed before this happens, 
add fome more water previouiiy 
made hot. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Oil olive, two parts ; 

Litharge, one part. 

The water being added, boil, dili¬ 
gently ftirring until the litharge 
and oil unite into a plafter. 

The heat in thefe proceffes fliould 
be gentle, and the matter kept con¬ 
tinually ftirring, otherwise it fwelis 
up, and is apt to run over the vef- 
fel. If the compofition proves dil- 
CQloured, the addition of a little 
white lead and oil will improve the 
colour. 

Thefe plafters are the common 
application in excoriations of the 
Jkin , flight flejh wounds, and the 
like. They keep the part foft, and 
fomcwbat warm, and defend it from 
the air, which is all that can be ex¬ 
pected in thefe cafes from any plan¬ 
ter. Some of our induftrious me¬ 
dicine-makers have thought thefe 
purpofes might be anfwered by a 
cheaper compofition, and accord¬ 
ingly have added a large quantity 
of common whiting and hog’s lard. 
This, however, is by no means al¬ 
lowable, not only as it does not 
ftick fo well, but likewile as the 
lard is apt to grow rancid and acri¬ 
monious. The counterfeit is di- 
ftinguifhable by the eve. 
EMPLASTRUM LITHARGY- 
RI cum RESINA. 

Lond. 

_RESINCSUM. 

Edinb. 

formerly 

EMPLASTRUM 'COMMUNE 
ADHJESIVUM. 

Litharge plafter 'with refin . 

■ Lond. 

Take of 

Common plafter, three pounds; 
Yellow relin, half a pound. 

Melt the common plafter over a 
verv gentle fire ; then add the 
refin, fir ft reduced into powder. 


that it may melt the fooner; and 
mix them all together. 

This plafter may otnerwife be made, 
by taking, inftead of the com¬ 
mon plafter, its ingredients oil 
and litharge; and adding the 
refill a little before they have 
come to the due confiftence; 
then continue the boiling, till 
the plafter is finithed. 

It turns out the mod elegant 
when made by this iaft method. 
Edinb. 

Take of 

Common plafter, five parts; 
White refin, one part. 

Thefe plafters are ufed chiefly 
as adhefives, for keeping on other 
dreliings, &c. 

EM PL A STRUM LITI IAR G Y III 

compositum ; 

formerly 

EMPLASTRUM COMMON E 
cum GUMMI. 

Compound litharge plafter. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Litharge plafter, three pounds ; 
Galbanum ftrained, eight ounces; 
Common turpentine, ten drams; 
Frankincenfe, three ounces. 
Melt the galbanum with the tur¬ 
pentine, over a gentle fire, and 
fprinkle in the frankincenfe, re¬ 
duced to powder: then gradually 
mix with thefe the litharge plai- 
ter; previoufly liquefied by a 
very gentle heat. 

Or, inftead of the litharge plafter 
already made, you may take the 
oil and litharge boiled together. 
As foon as thefe unite, before 
they have acquired the confift¬ 
ence of a plafter, the other in¬ 
gredients are to be added. 
EMPLASTRUM GUMMO- 
SUM. 

Gum plafier. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Litharge plafter, eight parts; 
Gum ammoniac, ftrained, 
Galbanum, ftrained, 
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Yellow wax,— of each one part. 
Both thefe plafters are ufed as 
digeftives and fuppuratives ; par¬ 
ticularly in abfceffes, after a part of 
the matter has been maturated and 
difcharged, for fuppurating or dif- 
cuffing the remaining- hard part; 
but whether they derive any ad¬ 
vantage from the gums is a very 
doubtful point. 

EMPLASTRUM CUMINI. - 

Cummin pi after. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Burgundy pitch, three pounds; 
Yellow wax, 

Cummin feeds, 

Caraway feeds, 

Bay berries,—each three ounces. 
Melt the pitch with the wax ; then 
fprinkle in the other ingredients, 
firft reduced into a powder, and 
mix the whole well together. 

This plafter (lands recommended 
as a moderately warm dif cut tent ; 
and is directed by fame to be ap¬ 
plied to the hypogaffric region, for 
ftrengthening the vi/cera , and expelling 
flatulencies. 

It is doubted whether this plafter 
derives any advantage from ei¬ 
ther of the feeds or bayberries, 
which affift in forming its com- 
pofition—the Burgundy pitch is 
alone confidered as the adive in¬ 
gredient. 

EMPLASTRUM L 1 THARGY- 
RI COMPOSITUM; 

vulgo 

Emplastrum defensivtjm feu 

ROBOKANS. 

JLdinb. 

Compound litharge plafter. 

Take of 

Litharge plafter, twenty-four 
parts; 

White refin, fix parts ; 

Yellow wax, 

Olive oil,—of each three parts; 
Vitriolated iron calcined, eight 
parts. 


Rub the colcothar with the oil, and 
afterward add it to the reft when 
melted. 

This plafter is laid round the 
lips of wounds and ulcers', over the 
other dreffings, for defending them 
from inflammation, and a fluxion of 
humours; which however, as Mr. 
Sharp very juftly obferves, plaf- 
ters, on account of their confif- 
tence, tend rather to bring on than 
to prevent. 

EMPLASTRUM AMMONIACI 
cum HYDRARGYRO; 

formerly 

EMPLASTRUM ex AMMONI- 
ACO cum MERCURIO. 

Plafter of ammoniacum with quick - 
Jilver. 

Lond . 

Take of 

Gum ammoniacum ftrained, one 
pound ; 

Purified quickfilver, three ounces; 
Sulphurated oil, one dram by 
weight, or what is fuflicient. 
Grind the quickfilver with the ful- 
phuraled oil, till it ceaft to ap¬ 
pear ; then, having melted the 
ammoniacum, add it gradually, 
a little before it cools, to this 
mixture; and let the whole be 
perfectly mingled together. 

This is a very well conrrived 
mercurial plafter. If in fome cafes 
it fhould not prove adhefive e- 
nough, the addition of a fmall 
quantity of turpentine will readily 
make it fo. 

EMPLASTRUM de BELLA¬ 
DONNA. 

Plafter of deadly night Jhade. 
Take of the 

Juice of the recent herb bella- 
don na, 

Linfeed oil,—each nine ounces ; 
Yellow wax, fix ounces; 

Venice turpentine, fix drams; 
Powder of the herb of belladonna, 
two ounces. 
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Let them be formed into a plafter 
according to art. It has been faid 
that Belladonna externally 
applied has a very powerful in¬ 
fluence both on the nerves and 
blood vefiels of the parts; and 
hence confiJerabiy affects both 
the circulation, and the ftate of 
fen Ability of the part; and hence 
when applied, particularly in af¬ 
fections of the mammae and 
ferotum, in form of plafter, it 
has alleviated very great pains, 
and .had great influence in dif- 
cuffing tumors, and promoting a fa¬ 
vourable fit pur at ion. 

EMPLASTRUM LITUARGY- 
RI CUM HYDRARGYRO; 

formerly 

EMPLASTRUM COMMUNE 
CUM MERC UR IO. 

Litharge plajler with quickflver. 
Lotid. 

Take of 

Litharge plafter, one pound ; 
Quickfilver, three ounces; 
Purified fulphurated oil, one 
dram by weight, or what is 
fufiicient. 

Make them into a plafter, after the 
fame manner as the emplaftrum 
ammoniaci cum mercurio. 
EMPLASTRUM HYDRAR- 
GYRI; 

vulgo 

CCERULEUM. 

Quickflver plajler. 

Edinb. 

Take of 
Olive oil, 

White refln,—of each one part; 
Quickfilver, three parts; 
Litharge plafter, fix parts. 

Melt the oil and refin together, and 
when cold, rub the qnickfilver 
with them till perfectly incor¬ 
porated ; then add the common 
plafter melted, by degrees, and ac¬ 
curately mix the whole together. 
Thefe mercurial plafters are 
looked on as powerful refolvents and 
tlifeurientsy acting with much great¬ 


er certainty in thefe intentions, 
than any compofi'ion of vegetable 
fubftances alone; the mercury ex¬ 
erting itf'elf in a confiderable de¬ 
gree, and being fometimes intro¬ 
duced into the habit in fuch quan¬ 
tity as to efft Cl the mouth. Pains 
in the joint - and limbs from a vene¬ 
real caufe, nodes , tophs, and begin¬ 
ning indurations of the. gland-, are 
faid fometimes to vieid to them. 
EMPLASTRUM THURIS 
CQMPOSITUM; 

formerly 

EMPLASTRUM ROBORANS. 

Strengthening plajler. 

Take of 

Litharge plafter, two pounds; 
Frankincenfe, half a pound; 
Dragon’s blood, three ounces. 
Meit the common plafter, and add 
to it the other ingredients re¬ 
duced into a powder. 

The dragon’s blood fliould be re¬ 
duced to a very fine powder, 
otherwife the mixture will not be 
of an uniform colour. 

This is a reformation of the la¬ 
borious and injudicious compofi- 
tion deferibed in our preceding 
Pharmacopoeias, under the title of 
Empl ASTRUM AD H li R NIA M J and 

though far the mod elegant and 
Ample, is as effectual for that pur- 
pofe as any of the medicines of 
this kind. If conftantly worn, with 
a proper bandage, it will, in chil¬ 
dren, frequently do fervice; though 
perhaps not fo much from any 
ftrengthening quality of the ingre¬ 
dients, as from its being a foft, 
clofe, and adhefive covering. It 
has been fuppofed, that plafters 
compofed of ftyptic medicines con- 
ftringe and ftrengthen the part to 
which they are applied; but on no 
very juft foundation ; for plafters in 
general relax rather than aftrlnge; 
the unCtuous ingredients, neceflary 
in their compofition, counteracting 
and dertroying the effeCl of the 
others. 
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EMPLASTRUM SAPONIS. 

Soap plajler. 
bond. 

Take of 

Litharge platter, three pounds ; 
Hard foap, half a pound. 

Having melted the common platter, 
mix with it the foap, and boil 
them to the confidence of a plat¬ 
ter. Take care not to let it grow 
too cold, before you form it into 
rolls, for then it will prove too 
brittle. 

EMPLASTRUM SAPONA- 
CEUM. 

Saponaceous plajler. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Litharge platter, four parts ; 
Gum platter, two parts ; 

Spanifh foap, fhaved thin, one 
part. 

Melt the platters together, and add 
the foap; afterwards boil it a lit¬ 
tle, that it may make an em- 
plafter. 

Thefe platters have been called 
refolvents from the f'oaps of which 
they are formed, and the laft is 
fuppofed to poflefs fuperior refol- 
vent powers from the gum platters 
with which the foap is united ; but 
fome pra&itioners greatly doubt 
whether any advantage is derived 
from either addition. 

EMPLASTRUM LADANI 
COMPOSITUM ; 

formerly 

EMPLASTRUM STOMACHI- 
CUM. 

Compound plafter of ladanmn. 
Lotid. 

Take of 

Ladanum, three ounces; 
Frankincenfe, one ounce; 
Cinnamon, powdered, 

The expretted oil of nutmegs, 
—each half an ounce ; 

Oil of fpear mint, one dram. 
Having melted the frankincenfe, 
add to it firlt the ladanum fatt¬ 
ened by heat, and then the oil 


of nutmegs. Afterwards mix 
thefe with the cinnamon and oil 
of mint; and beat them together 
in a warm mortar, into a mafs, 
which is to be kept in a clofe 
veiTei. 

This is a very elegant ttomach 
plafter. It is contrived fo as to be 
eafily made occaftonaiiy (for thefe 
kinds of competitions, on account 
of their voiatile ingredients, are not 
fit for keeping), and to be but mo¬ 
derately adhefive, fo as not to of¬ 
fend the (kin; and that it may 
without difficulty be frequently 
taken off and renewed, which 
thefe forts of applications, in or¬ 
der to their producing any confi- 
derable effeft, require to be. 

This platter is applied to the pit 
of the ttomach, in weaknefs of that 
vfeus , in vomitings , the diforder 
improperly called the heartburn^ 
See. and fometimes with fuccefs. 
The pit of the ttomach, however, 
as Hoffman has obferved, is not 
always the mod proper place for 
applications of this kind. If ap¬ 
plied to the five lower ribs of the left 
fide, towards the back, the Jlomach 
will in general receive more benefit 
from them; for it appears from anato¬ 
mical infpe&ion, that greateft part 
of it is fituated there. 
EMPLASTRUM CANTHA- 
RIDIS: 
formerly 

EMPLASTRUM VESIC'ATO- 
RIUM. 

Blijlering plajler. 

Plajler of cantharis. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Platter of wax, two pounds; 
Cantharides, very finely pow¬ 
dered, one pound ; 

Prepared hog’s lard, half apound. 
Melt the platter and lard, and, a 
little before they coagulate, mix 
in the cantharides. 

Edinb. 

Take of 
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Sheep's fuet, - 
Yellow wax. 

White relin, 

Cantharides, in fine powder,—of 
each an equal quantity. 

After the reft are meited, remove 
them from the fire, and add the 
cantharides. 

Cantharides, if good, feldom 
fail, when applied to the fkin, of 
railing blifters; if therefore the 
plafter formed of them fhould not 
fucceed in common cafes, it is ei¬ 
ther owing to mifmanagement, or 
badnefs of the cantharides tberp- 
felves. Great care fhould be taken 
in the ieledtion of luch as are very 
frefh, and the plafter fhould not 
be over-heated in the making, nor 
fhould the plafter, when made for 
application, be fpread with too hot 
a fpatulaj for either one or the 
other of thefe circumftances will 
prevent their effedt from being 
properly produced. 

If fufficient attention be paid to 
the circumftances necdfary to be 
obfcrved in forming and applying 
this compofition, they anfwer 
every pnrpofe fully, and as effec¬ 
tually as the more elaborate com- 
pofitiohs formerly ufed 5 which 
had united with cantharides, black 
pepper, muftard, vinegar, verdegris, 
Venice turpentine, &c. 

To fome conftitutions bliftering 
is a very painful application ; 
which fome have thought might 
be mitigated, by the addition of 


opium, without preventing the good 
effects for which they were ap¬ 
plied. 

Emplastrum anodyso- 

DISCUTIENS. 

An anodyne and difcutient plafter. 
Take of 

Cummin plafter, two ounces ; 
Camphor, three drams; 

Thebaic extract, one dram and 
a half. 

Grind the camphor, with fome 
drops of oil olive, into a very 
fubtile powder, and then mix it 
with the other ingredients, ac¬ 
cording to art, into a plafter. 

EmPCASTRUM CAlilDUM. 

Warm plafter. 

Take of 

Gum plafter, one ounce ; 
Bliftering plafter, two drams. 
Melt them together over a gentle 
fire. 

Emplastrum suppurans. 
Suppurating plafter. 

Take of 

Gum plafter, an ounce and a 
half; 

Burgundy pitch, half an ounce. 
Melt them together. 

The ufes of the three foregoing 
compofitions, which are taken from 
our hofpitals, are fufficiently ob¬ 
vious from their titles. The warm 
plafter is a very ftimulating appli¬ 
cation, of great ufe in fixt pains; 
as in the rheumatifm, feiatica, be¬ 
ginning chilblains, &c. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Ointments, Liniments, .and Cerates. 


O INTMENTS and liniments 
differ from plafiers little o- 
therwile than in confidence. An 
officinal plafter, diluted with fo 
much oil as will reduce it to the 
thkknefs of ft iff honey, forms an 
ointment: by further increafing 
the oil, it becomes a liniment. 

For making ointments, the col¬ 
lege of Edinburgh give the follow¬ 
ing directions. Let the fatty and 
refinous fubftances be melted over 
a flow fire, afterwards they fliould 
be diligently ftirred, fprinkling in at 
the fame time the dry ingredients, 
if there fliould be any, reduced to 
a very fine powder, until the mix¬ 
ture cooling becomes of a proper 
confidence. 

UNGUENTUM CERiE; 

formerly 

UNGUENTUM ALBUM. 

IVcix ointment. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Oil olive, one pint; 

White wax, four ounces; 
Spermaceti, three ounces. 
Liquefy them by a gentle fire, and 
keep them conftantly and brifkly 
ftirring, till grown thoroughly 
cold. 

UNGUENTUM CERUSSiE; 

i mlgo 

Unc-ueni um album. 

Ca ufs ointment. 

Edir.b. 

Take of 

Simple ointment, five parts; 
Cen:flt one part. M S. A. 
Ti.efe ate ufeful, cooling, emol¬ 
lient ointments, of fervice i *xco- 
riaticn:, and fimilar Lettings of the 


(kin. The cerufs is omitted in the 
fird prefeription, on a fufpicion 
that it might produce feme ill ef¬ 
fect, when applied, as thefe un¬ 
guents frequently are, to the tender 
bodies of children. Though there 
does not feem to be much danger 
in this external ufe of cerufs, the 
addition of it is the lefs necef- 
fary here, as there is another oint¬ 
ment containing a more aftive pre¬ 
paration of the fame metal, the zrrc- 
guentum cerujfse acetata ; which may 
be occafionally mixed with this, 
or employed by itfelf, in cafes 
where faturnine applications are 
wanted. 

UNGUENTUM ^ERUGINIS. 

Ointment of verdigris. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Ointment of white refin, fifteen 
parts; 

Verdigris in fine powder, one 
part. 

This is ufed for cleanfing fores, 
and keeping down fungous flefh. 
When, from local debility of the 
vefiels, ulcers continue to run, the 
tonic power of verdigris promifes 
confiderable advantage. 

When it is a little reduced with 
hog’s lard, or the ointment of 
fheep’s fuet, it is frequently ufed 
in cafes of ophthalmia depending 
on fcrophula, where the eye lids 
are principally affefted, and with 
advantage. 

UNGUENTUM ANODY- 
NU,M. 

Anodyne ointment. 

Take of 

Olive oil, ten drams; 
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Yellow wax, four drams; 

Crude opium, one dram. 

Mix them according to art fo as to 
form an ointment. 

This is an ufeful application for 
alleviating pain, and though it does 
not a£t fo quickly as the anodyne 
balfam, {fill its aftion is more per¬ 
manent. 

Befides it is an ufeful dreffing 
for fores attended with fevere pains, 
to which opium when diffiolved in 
fpirit cannot be applied. 
UNGUENTUM HAEMOR¬ 
RHOID ALE. 

Ointment for the piles. 

Take of 

Galls, finely powdered, two 
drams; 

Camphor, half a dram ; 

Hog’s lard prepared, one ounce. 
The camphor mud be firit pow¬ 
dered and incorporated with the 
lard, then let the galls he added. 
This ointment is a very ufeful 
application for the piles, especially 
if the ufe of leeches have been pre- 
mifed. 

UNGUENTUM RESINAS 
FLAVrE; 

formerly 

UNGUENTUM BASILICUM 
FLAVUM. 

Yellow ointment of refin. 

Lend. 

Take of 

Oil olive, one pint; 

Yellow wax, 

Yellow refin,— each one pound. 
Melt the wax and refill, over a 
gentle fire ; then add the oil, and 
whilft the mixture remains hot, 
ftrain it. 

E din b. 

Take of 

Hog’s lard, eight parts ; 

White refin, five parts ; 

Yellow wax, two parts. 

Diffiolve them over a gentle fire. 

Thefe are commonly employed 
in dreffings, for digefiing , cleanfing , 
and incarnating wounds and ulcers. 


UNGUENTUM BASILICUM 
VIRIDE. 


Green bafilicum ointment. 
Lond. 


Take of 

Yellow bafilicum, eight ounces; 

Oil olive, three ounces by mea- 
fure ; 

Verdigris prepares!, one ounce. 
Mix and make them into an oint¬ 
ment. 

This ointment is an efficacious 
detergent. Our hofpitals have 
been accuftomed to prepare an 
ointment greatly refembling this, 
under the title of Unguentutn viride 
detergens. 

UNGUENTUM HYDRAR- 
. GYRI; 

ptilgo 


UNGUENTUM CCEtfULEUM. 

Quickfilver ointment. 
Take of 
Quickfilver, 


Mutton feet,—each one part: 
Hog’s lard, three parts. 

Rub them diligently together in a 
mortar, until the globules total¬ 
ly difappear. 

UNGUENTUM HYDRAR- 
GYRI KITE.ATI FORTIUS; 
Lond. and Edinb. 


vulgo 

UNGUENTUM CITRINUM. 

Strong ointment of nitrated quickfii~ 
ver. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Quickfilver, one ounce; 

Nitrous acid, two ounces ; 
Hog’s lard, prepared, one pound. 

Diffolve the quickfilver in the fpi¬ 
rit of nitre, by digeftion in a 
fand-heat ; and, whilft the fo- 
lution is very hot, mix with it 
the lard, previously melted by 
itfelf, and juft beginning to grow 
ftiff. Stir them brifkly toge¬ 
ther, in a marble mortar, fo as 
to form the whole into an oint¬ 
ment. By adding double the 
quantity of prepared hog’s lard, 
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the UNGUENTUM HYDRARGYRI 

N it rati Minus is formed. 

Though the activity of this ni¬ 
trated mercurial hilt is moderat¬ 
ed by the animal fat with which 
it is joined; yet it forms a very 
aftive ointment, and is frequently 
employed with fuccefs in cuta¬ 
neous cafes; and other topical af- 
feftions. In this ftate the faline 
fubftance does not enter the habit fo 
quickly as the quickfllver does in 
the other ointments in which it 
makes the principal ingredient; 
hence in fome cafes it is employed 
with more freedom. But fhould it, 
as it fometimes does, excoriate, and 
inflame the parts; or fhould it 
grow hard, as it is apt to do from 
the adlion of the acid upon the 
lard, it will be then neceflary to 
reduce the flrength of the oint¬ 
ment, by the addition of more 
lard. 

UNGUENTUM HYDRAR¬ 
GYRI FORTIUS; 

formerly 

UNGUENTUM CCERULEUM 
FORTIUS. 

Stronger ointment of quickfllver. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Hog’s lard, prepared, twenty- 
three otinces ; 

Quickfllver, two pounds; 
Mutton fuet, prepared, one 
ounce. 

Grind the quickfllver with the 
fuet, and a little hog’s lard, till 
the globules difappear; then 
gradually add the remainder of 
the lard, and mix them careful¬ 
ly together. 

UNGUENTUM HYDRAR¬ 
GYRI MITITJS; 

formerly 

UNGUENTUM CCERULEUM 
MITIUS. 

Milder ointment of quickfllver. 

Lond. 


The {Longer ointment of quick¬ 
fllver, one part; 

Hog’s lard, prepared, two parts. 
Mix them. 

Mercurial unguents have in ma¬ 
ny cafes the fame effe&s with the 
preparations of this mineral taken 
internally ; and are at prefent fre¬ 
quently employed, not only againil 
cutaneous diforders , as alterants ; but 
likewife in venereal and other ob- 
flinate cafes, for raifing a faliva- 
tion. The ptyalifm excited by 
unftion is faid to be attended with 
the feweft inconveniencies, and to 
perform the moft complete cure. 
In fome conflitutions, mercurials 
taken inwardly, run off by the in- 
teftines, without affedfting the 
mouth ; and in others, they affeeft 
the falival glands fo quickly, as to 
occafion a copious ptyaEfm, with¬ 
out extending their aftion to fhe 
remoter parts, and confequentlV 
without removing the caufe of the 
difeafe. 

The Ample manner in which 
thefe ointments are made forms one 
of their excellencies, as they can 
be rubbed much longer on the 
fkin, without fretting or excoriat¬ 
ing it, as they ufed to do when 
turpentine and fulphurated oil 
were ufed to deftroy the globulous 
appearances of the quickfllver. In 
fome very tender (kins, even thefe 
ointments will occafion fome uii- 
eafinefs; the parts mull then be 
occafion ally changed, at which the 
friCfion is performed; for what¬ 
ever parts are made choice of, the 
quickfllver will be abforbed into 
the habit ; though the infides of 
the legs and thighs are the places 
where the operation is firit be- 
gun. . 

UNGUENTUM GUMMI 
EL EMI COMPOSITUM. 

Compound ointment of gum elani, 
Lond. 


Take of 


Take of 
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Mutton fuet, prepared, two 
pounds; 

Gum elemi, one pound ; 
Common turpentine, ten ounces; 
Olive oil, two ounces. 

Melt the gum with the fuet, and 
having taken them from the fire, 
immediately mix in the turpen¬ 
tine and oil; then, whilft the 
mafs remains fluid, ftrain it off. 
This unguent has long been ,in 
life for digefing , cleanjing , and In¬ 
carnating ; and for thefe purpofes 
is preferred by fome to all the other 
compofitions of this kind. 
UNGUENTUM HELLEBORI 
ALBI. 

Ointment of white hellebore. 
Take of 

White hellebore, powdered, one 
ounce; 

Ointment of hog’s lard, four 
ounces; 

Oil of lemon, half a fcruple. 
Mix, and make an ointment. 

This is confidered as an elegant 
application for cutaneous affec¬ 
tions, from the hellebore, which 
has been held for a long time in 
high ellimation for complaints of 
this fort; and this is faid to be the 
beft mode of externally applying 
it. ' It is alfo ufed externally in 
form of lotions, and has in many 
cafes proved efficacious. 

UNGUENTUM NICOTIA¬ 
NS. 

Ointment of tobacco . 

Take of 

Tobacco, cut very fin all, five 
ounces; 

Hog’s lard, one pound and an 
half. 

Let thefe be boiled together over a 
flow fire for two or three hours ; 
then fixained whilft hot, and 
ftrongly prefled through linen; 
or the tobacco may be firft 5 n- 
fufed in a pint or more of boil¬ 
ing water, and, when cold, added 
to the lard, and boiled together 


m 

till the water is perfeflly eva¬ 
porated. 

This ointment, it is faid, will af¬ 
ford an effectual cure for many 
cutaneous affeeftions. 
UNGUENTUM CALCIS HY- 
DRARGYRI ALBI; 

formerly 

UNGUENTUM £ MERCURIO 
PRfECIPITATO. 

Ointment of white calx of quick- 
fiver. 

Land. 

Take of 

Simple ointment, an ounce and 
a half; 

White calx of quickfilver, one 
dram. 

Mix and make an ointment. 

This is a very elegant mercurial 
ointment, and frequently made ufe 
of againft cutaneous dlforders. In 
the laft Pharmacopoeia, two drams 
of precipitated fulphur was added., 
which is in this omitted, and one 
fcruple more of the calx added ; 
which may be confidered as a great 
improvement, in as much as the 
ointment now is deprived of its 
offenfive fmell, and is made more 
adtive. 

Unguentum ophthalmicvm, 
Fye % ointment. 

Take of 

Ointment of tutty, an ounce and 
a half; 

Saturnine ointment, half an 
ounce; , 

Camphor, half a dram. 

Mix and make them into an oint¬ 
ment according to art. 

This ointment may likevvife be 
made with two, three, or more 
times the quantity of cainphor. 
This unguent is very well con¬ 
trived for the purpofe exprefled in 
its title ; fcarce any of thofe com¬ 
monly met with being of equal ef¬ 
ficacy in inf animations, and hot 
acrid defluxions on the eyes . But as a 
good deal of caution is requifitp in* 
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the ufe of faturnine applications 
for fo tender an organ as the eye; 
and as compofitions of this kind 
may be eaflly formed extempora- 
neoufly, with fuch proportions of 
the ingredients as the preferiher 
fliali think fit; the Edinburgh Phar¬ 
macopoeia has now omitted it. 

UNGUENTUM PIC1S. 

Ointment of tar . 

Lond. 

Take of 

Mutton fuet, prepared, 

Tar,—-each, equal weights. 

Melt them together, and ftrain the 
mixture whilft hot. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Liquid pitch, five parts; 

Yellow wax, - two parts. 

Thefe compofitions, with the ad¬ 
dition of half their weight of refin, 
have long been ufed in the (hops as 
a cheap fubftitute for the black ba- 
filicum. 

Thefe ointments, from the tar 
which they contain, have been 
confidered to poflefs fome activi¬ 
ty, and have been fuccefsfully em¬ 
ployed againft fome cutaneous af¬ 
fections, particularly thole of do- 
jmeftic animals ; and they have fre¬ 
quently been ufeful in the tinea 
capitis; but have little fhare in 
the prefent practice. 

UNGUENTUM SAMBUCI. 

Ointment of cider . 

Lond. 

Take of 

Elder flowers, full blown, four 
pounds; 

Mutton fuet, prepared, three 
pounds; 

Oil olive, one pint. 

Melt the fuet with the oil, and in 
this mixture boil the flowers till 
they be almoft crifp. Then ftrain 
and prefs out the ointment. 

This ointment does not feem fu- 
perior to fome others, which are 
much neater, and preparable at 
lei's expenfe. If can fcarcely be 


fuppofed to receive any confider- 
able virtue from the ingredients 
from which it takes its name. 

UNGUENTUM CERUSS^ 
ACETATE; 

Lond. and Edinb. 
formerly 

UNGUENT. SATURNINUM, 

Ointment of acetated cerufs. 
Lond. 

Take of 

Oil olive, half a pint; 

White wax, two ounces; 
Acetated cerufs, two drams. 

Let the acetated cerufs, reduced 
into a very fubtile powder, be 
ground with fome part of the 
oil, and the wax melted with the 
reft of the oil. Mix both toge¬ 
ther, and keep them ftirring till 
the ointment be cold. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Simple ointment, twenty parts $ 
Acetated cerufs, one part. , 

Both thefe ointments are ufeful 
coolers and deficcatives ; much Supe¬ 
rior both in elegancy and efficacy 
to the nutritum or tripharmacum, 
held at one time in fuch higfj 
eftimation. 

UNGUENTUM ADIPIC 
SUILLAi; 

formerly 

UNGUENTUM SIMPLEX, 
Ointment of hog's lard. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Hog’s lard, tried, two pounds ; 
Role water, three ounces by mea- 
fure. 

Beat the lard with the rofe water, 
till they be well mixed. Then 
melt them over a very gentle 
fire, and wait, that the water 
may fubfide : pour the lard off 
from the water, and ftir it well 
till it grows cold. 

UNGUENTUM ROSACEUM; 
vulgo 

■POMATUM. 
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JThe rofe ointment , commonly called 
■pomatum. 

Edinb . 

On any quantity of hog’s lard, cut 
into fmall pieces, and' placed in 
a glazed earthen veffel, pour as 
much water as will rife above it 
fome inches; and digeft them 
together for ten days, renewing 
the water every day. Then li¬ 
quefy the lard with a very gen¬ 
tle heat, and pour it into a pro¬ 
per quantity of rofe water. Work 
them well together; and after¬ 
wards, pouring off the water, 
add to the lard fome drops of oil 
of rhodium. 

Thefe ointments are in common 
ufe for foftening and fmoothing the 
Akin, and healing chaps. 

The laft feems to be fuperior, 
as being of a firmer confiltence, 
and likely to remain longer when 
applied to the part affected. It is 
alfo preferred as the bafis of other 
more compound ointments. 
UNGUENTUM SIMPLEX. 

Simple ointment . 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Oil of olives, five parts; 

White wax, two parts. 
UNGUENTUM SULPHURIS. 

Ointment of fulphur. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Hog’s lard, half a pound ; 
Flowers of fulphur, four ounces; 
Effence of lemons, one fcrupie. 
Mix them together. 

UNGUENTUM SULPHURIS. 

1 >ulgo 

Unguektum antipsoricum. 
Ointment of fulphur. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Sulphur, finely powdered, one 
part; 

Hog’s lard, four parts. 

Mix, and make them into an oint- , 
ment. 


To everv pound of this oint¬ 
ment, half a dram or a dram of 
oil of lavenxler, or effence of le¬ 
mon, may be added. 

Sulphur is a certain remedy for 
the itch, more fafe and efficacious 
than mercury. For, as Dr. Prin¬ 
gle obferves, unlefs a mercurial 
unftion were to touch every part 
of the fkin, there can be no cer¬ 
tainty of fuccefs; whereas, by a 
fulphureous one, a cure may be 
obtained by only partial unftion; 
the animalcula, which occafion 
this diforder, being, like other 
3nfe£ts, killed by the fulphureous 
fleams which exhale by the heat of 
the body. As to the internal ufe 
of mercury, which fome have ac¬ 
counted a fpecific, there are feveral 
in fiances of men’s undergoing a 
complete falivation for the cure of 
the lues venerea, without being 
freed from the itch. But on the 
contrary, it has been advanced, 
there have been numberlefs in- 
fiances, where men have not been 
cured by a long courfe of fulphur, 
when mercury has afterwards fuc- 
ceeded. 

The quantity of ointment, here 
directed, ferves for four un&ions : 
the patient is to be rubbed every 
night; but to prevent any diforder 
that might arife from flopping too 
many pores at once, a fourth part 
of the body is to be rubbed at one time. 
Though the itch may thus be cured 
by one pot of ointment, it will be 
proper to renew the application, 
and to touch the parts raoft affect¬ 
ed, for a few nights longer, till a 
fecond quantity alfo be exhaufted ; 
and, in the worfl cafes, to fubjoin. 
the internal me of fulphur, not 
with a view to purify the blood, 
but to d iff ufe the fleams more cer¬ 
tainly through the fkin; there be¬ 
ing reafon to believe, that fhe ani¬ 
malcula may iomeri tries lie too 
deep to be thoroughly destroyed 
by external applications. 

Qlq 2 


5o6 MEDICINAL COMPOSITIONS. Part IV. 


UNGUENTUM TUTLE. 

Ointment of tuttj , 

Lond. 

Let any quantity of prepared tutty 
be mixed with as much ointment 
of fpermaceti , as is fuflicient to 
reduce it into the confiffence of 
a foft ointment. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Simple liniment, five parts; 
Tutty prepared, one part. 
UNGUENTUM Z1NCI. 

Ointment of zinc. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Simple liniment, fix parts; 
Calcined zinc, one part. 

Thefe ointments are much em¬ 
ployed in affections of the eyes ; the 
latter of which is thoug;ht moft 
eligible; becaule the others are 
i'uppofed to derive their power 
from the quantity of zinc they con¬ 
tain, and it is on this account, that 
the lapis calaminaris is preferred to 
tutty, in thefe cafes. 
UNGUENTUM CANTHA- 
RIDIS ; 

formerly 

UNGUENTUM AO VESICATORIA. 

Lond. 

Ointment oj cantharis. 

Take of 

Cantharis powdered, two ounces ; 
Diftilled water, eight ounces; 
Ointment of yellow refin, eight 
ounces. 

Boil the water with the cantharides 
to one half, and llrain. To the 
lhained liquor add the ointment 
of yellow refin. Evaporate this 
mixture in a water-bath faturat- 
ed with fea fait, to the con- 
fillence of an ointment. 
Unguentum vermifugum. 
Ointment againji worms. 

Take of 

Lavender cotton, 

Wormwood, 

Rue, 

Savin, 


Tanfy leaves, frefh gathered,— 
each, two ounces; 

Oil olive, a pint and a half; 

Hog’s lard, one pound ; 

Yellow wax, three ounces; 

Ox gall, 

Socotorinealoes,—each, an ounce 
and a half; 

Coloquintida, 

Wormfeed,—each, one ounce. 
Bruife the herbs, and boil them 
with the oil and lard, till the 
aqueous moifture be evaporated ; 
then prefs the liquor through a 
flrainer, melt in it the wax, and 
afterwards add the other ingre¬ 
dients, boiling and ftirring them 
together, fo as to make an oint¬ 
ment. The aloes, coloquintida, 
and wormfeed, multbeprevioufiy 
reduced into a very fubtile pow¬ 
der. 

This ointment is rubbed on the 
bellies of children for deftroving 
worms, and fometimes , as is faid, 
with fuccefs . It is taken from a . 
preceding edition of the Edin¬ 
burgh Pharmacopoeia ; fince which 
it is omitted. 

UNGUENTUM PULVERIS 
CANTHARIDUM FORTIUS. 

Ointment of the powder of cantharides , 
Edinb. 

Take of 

Bafilicum ointment, fevenparts? 
Cantharides, powdered, one part. 
This ointment is added in the 
dreffings for blifters, intended to 
be made perpetual, as they are call¬ 
ed, or to be kept running for a 
confiderable time, which, in many 
chronic, and fome acute cafes, they 
are required to be. Particular care 
fhould be taken, that the cantha¬ 
rides employed in this compofition 
be reduced into very fubtile pow¬ 
der, and that the mixture be made 
as equal and uniform as poflible. 
UNGUENTUM INFUSI CAN¬ 
THARIDUM MIT1US. 
Ointment of the infufion of cantharides. 
Edinb.. 
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Take of 
Cantharides* 

White refin, 

Yellow wax,— each, one ounce ; 
Hog’s lard, 

Venice turpentine,— each, two 
ounces; 

Boiling water, four ounces. 
Infufe the cantharides in the water, 
in a clofe vefiel, for a night; then 
ftrongly prefs out and ftrain the 
liquor, and boil it with the lard 
till the watery moifture be con- 
fumed ; then add the refin, wax, 
and turpentine, and make the 
whole into anointment. 

This ointment, containing the 
foluble parts of the cantharides 
uniformly blended with the other 
ingredients, is more' commodious, 
and orcafions lefs pain, though not 
lefs effe&ual in its intention, than 
the foregoing compofition with the 
flv in fubftance. 

UNGUENTUM SPERMATIS 
CETI; 
formerly 

LINIMENTUM ALBUM. 

Ointment of fpermaceti. 

Land. 

Take of 

Oil olive, three ounces by mea- 
fure; 

Spermaceti, fix drams; 

White wax, two drams. 

Melt them together over a gentle 
fire, and keep them eonftantly 
and brifkly ftirring, till grown 
cold. 

This differs only in confiftence 
from the unguentum ctra:. 
LINIMENTUM AMMONITE; 

formerly 

LINIMENf UM V OLATILE. 

Liniment of ammonia. 

Take of 

Water of ammonia, half an 
ounce; 

Olive oil, one ounce and a half. 
Cork the phial, and fliake them to¬ 
gether. 


Dr. Pringle obferves, that in 
the inflammatory quivfey or flrangu- 
lation of the fauces, a piece of 
flannel, moiftened with this mix¬ 
ture, and applied to the throat, to 
be renewed every four or five 
hours, is one of the moft effica¬ 
cious remedies. By means of this 
warm ftimulating application, the 
neck, and fometimes the whole 
body, is' put into a fweat, which, 
after bleeding, either carries off o* 
leffens the inflammation. Where 
the Ikin cannot bear the acrimony 
of this mixture, a larger proportion 
of the oil may be tried. 

LINIMENTUM AMMOfclj£ FORTIUS. 

Stronger liniment oj ammonia. ^ 
LonJ. 

T^ke of 

Water of pure ammonia, one 
ounce; 

Olive oil, two ounces. 

Cork the phial, and fliake them 

together. 

OLEUM A MM O NT AT U M. 

AmmGniated oil. 

Edinh. 

Take or 

Oil of olives, two ounces ; 

Water of cauftic ammonia, two 
drams. 

Mix them fo that they may unite. 

Thefe two differ only from the 
two former in degree of ftrength; 
the pure or cauftic water of am¬ 
monia being made ;ufe of inftead 
of the milder water, and the quan¬ 
tity alfo being in larger proper- 
tion. 

Thefe often excite inflammation 
when liberally applied, and even 
blifter n -delicate lkin. 

Though, again ft obflinate rheu¬ 
matic and ifehiadie pains, they are 
often fuccefsfuiiy employed exter¬ 
nally. 

C ERATUM S PERMATIS 
CETI; 

formerly 

CERATUM ALBUM, 

Q q 3 
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Cerate of fperrpaceti. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Oil olive, a quarter of a pint; 
White wax, two ounces; 
Spermaceti, half an ounce. 
Liquefy them all together, and 
keep them ftirring till the cerate 
be quite cold. 

CERATUM SIMPLEX. 
Simple cerate. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Oil of olives, fix parts; 

White wax, three parts; 
Spermaceti, one part. 

Thefe differ from the fimple 
ointment and liniment, only in 
containing a greater proportion of 
wax to the oil, and the addition of 
fpennaceti; and, therefore, is more 
eligible only in cafes where a thick¬ 
er confiftence is wanting than the 
fimple ointment poffeffes. 

CERATUM RESINA, FLA- 
VvL; 
formerly 

CERATUM CITRINUM. 
Cerate ofyelloiv refit. 

Lond. 

Take of _ ^ 

Yellow bafilicum ointment, half 
a pound ; 

Yellow wax, one ounce. 

Melt them together. 

This is no otherwife different 
from the yellow bafilicum, than in 
being of a fliffer confidence, which 
renders it for fome purpoies more 
commodious. 

linimentum c ampho¬ 
ra: COMPOSITUM. 

Compound camphor liniment. 
Take of 

Camphor, two ounces; 

Water of pure ammonia, fix 
ounces; 

Spirit of lavender, fixteen ounces 
by weight. 

Mix the water of pure ammonia 


with the fpirit, and diftil frofin a 
glafs retort, with a flow fire, fix¬ 
teen ounces. Then diffolve the 
camphor in the diffilled liquor. 
This approaches near to the em¬ 
piric Ward’s volatile effence ; but is 
confidered as a more elegant and 
adtive formula; and there is little 
doubt but it will be equally ef¬ 
ficacious im removing fome local 
pains, as particular kinds of head- 
achs, by external application. 

LINIMENTUM SIMPLEX. 

Simple liniment. 

Edinb. 

. Take of 

Oil of olives, four parts; 

White wax, one part. 

This is only thinner than the 
unguentum, and may be ufed in- 
ftea'J of that, where a lefs firm ap¬ 
plication is neceffary. 

CERATUM LAPIDIS CALA- 
MINARIS. 

CERATUM EPULOTICUM, 

Calamine cerate. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Oil olive, one pint; 

Yellow wax, 

Calamine prepared,—each, half 
a pound. 

' Liquefy the wax with the oil, ex- 
pofe it to the air, and, as foon as 
the mixture begins to grow ftiff, 
fprinkle in the calamine ; keep¬ 
ing them conftantly ftirring to¬ 
gether, till the cerate be quite 
cold. 

Edinb . 

Take of 

Simple cerate, five parts; 
Calamine prepared, one part. 
Thefe compofitions are formed 
upon the, cerate which Turner 
ftrongly recommends in cutaneous 
ulcerations and excoriations , and 
which have been ufually diftinguifh- 
ed by his name. They appear from 
experience to be excellent epulotics , 
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and are frequently made ufe of in 
practice. 

* Ceratum saponis. 

Soap cerate. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Litharge, in powder, one pound; 
The fharpeft wine vinegar, one 
gallon; 

Caftile foap, fhaved thin, half a 
pound ; 

Oil olive, one pint; 

Yellow wax, two ounces, 

Boil the vinegar with the litharge 
with a (low fire, conftantly ftir- 
rlng, until the mixture unites 
and thickens; then mix in the 
reft to make a cerate. 

This cerate has been ufed many 
years, with great fuccefs, in moll 
of our hofpitals, for defending the 
parts from defluxions, in fradtures, 
diflocations, and contufions; and 
is univerfally approved of, as a 
moft excellent difcutient. 

UNCUENTUM PAR AEYTICUM. 
Pally ointment. 

Take of 
Hog’s lard. 

Oil of bays,—each, four ounces; 
Strong fpirit of vitriol, one 
ounce. 

Mix, and make them into an un¬ 
guent. 

This irritating compofition is 
applied to numbed or paralytic 
limbs. It foon reddens and in¬ 
flames the flan, and, when this ef¬ 
fect is produced, mull be taken off; 
after which, the part is to be anoints 
ed with any emollient unguent, as 
that of elder. 

UNCUENTUM DTGESTIVUfM. 
Digejiive ointment. 

Take of 

Yellow bafilicum, 

Black bafilicum, —• each, eight 
ounces ; 

' Balfam of turpentine, four ounces. 
Mix and make them into an oint¬ 
ment. 


Linimentum anodynum. 

Anodyne liniment. 

Take of 

Nerve ointment, three ounces; 
Balfam of turpentine, one ounce. 
Mix them together. 

Linimentum H/EMORRHOI- 

DALE. 

Liniment for the piles. 

Take of 

Emollient ointment, turn oun¬ 
ces ; 

Liquid laudanum, half an ounce. 
Mix thefe ingredients with the yolk 
of an egg ; and work them well 
together. 

CERATUM CANTHARIDIS. 

Cerate of eantharis. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Cerate of fpermaceti, foftened 
by fire, fix drams ; 

Cantharis, finely powdered, one 
dram. 

Mix them. 

The cantharides may be made 
under this form to adl to any ex¬ 
tent that is requifite. It may fup- 
ply the place of either the buffer¬ 
ing plafter or ointment; and there 
are cafes in which it is preferable 
to either, particularly in cafes of 
fmall pox; or for fupporting a 
drain under the form of iffue, as 
it is lefs apt to fpread than the fofter 
ointment, of which general ufe is 
made. 

LINIMENTUM AQU^E 
CALCIS. 

Liniment of lime water. 

Rdinb. 

Take of 

Oil of linfeed, 

Lime water, — of each, equal 
parts. 

Mix. 

CERATUM LITHARGYRI 
ACETATI COMPOSITUM. 

Compound cerate of acetated litharge. 
Lond. 

Take of 
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Water of acetated litharge, two 
ounces and a half; 

Yellow wax, four ounces j 
Olive oil, nine ounces ; 
Camphor, half a dram. 

Rub the camphor with a little of 
the oil. Melt the wax with the 
remaining oil, and as foon as 
the mixture begins to thicken, 
pour on by degrees the water of 
acetated litharge, and fiir con- 
liantly until it is cold ; then mix 
the camphor, which was before 
rubbed with the oil. 

This cerate differs from the ce- 
ratum ceruflae acetatae chiefly in 
confidence, and may be employed 
in the fame intentions. It is in 
many cafes unqueftionabiy a very 
ufeful medicine. 


LINIMENTUM OLEOSUM 
COMPOS1TUM. 

Compound oily liniment. 

Take of 

Olive oil, two ounces and a- 
half; 

Oil of turpentine, one ounce ; 
Vitriolic acid, forty drops. 

Let the oil of olive, and turpen¬ 
tine, be mixed together, and the 
vitriolic acid added gradually in 
an open veflel. This, though an 
inelegant, is certainly an effica¬ 
cious compofition in chronic af¬ 
fections of the joints, and in the 
removal of long-exifting effects 
from fprains and bruifes. 
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CHAPTER XII. 


•Epithems. 


CATAPLASMA CUMINI. 

Cataplafm of cummin, 

Lond. 

T ake of 

Cummin feeds, one pound; 
Bay berries, 

Scordium leaves, dried, 
Virginian fnakeroot—each, three 
ounces; 

Cloves, one ounce; 

Honey, thrice the weight of the 
powdered fpecies. 

Make them into a cataplafm. 


This is a reformation of the 
Theriaca Londtnensis, which 
for fome time was fcarce other- 
wife made ufe of than as a warm 
cataplafm ; only fuch of its ingre¬ 
dients are retained as contribute 
moft to this intention. However, 
the prefent practice pays little at¬ 
tention to ftich complex applica¬ 
tions, the fame intentions being 
better anfwered by competitions 
infinitely more Ample. 


folved in a fufficient quantity of 
vinegar, and likewife the fal am¬ 
moniac and fpirit. Mix the 
whole together, fo as to make 
them into a cataplafm. 

This compofition is as good a 
difeutient as any thing that can 
wdl be contrived in the form of a 
cataplafm. In fome of our hofpi- 
tals the following more Ample form 
is made ufe of. 

Cataplasma discutiens. 

Difeutient cataplafm . 

Take of 

Barley meal, fix ounces ; 

Freih hemlock, well bruited, two 
ounces; 

Crude fal ammoniac, half an 
ounce; 

Vineoar, a fufficient qua uhv. 
Boil the meal and the hemlock 
leaves for a little time in the 
vinegar, and then mix with them 
the fal ammoniac. 


CATAPLASMA DISCUTIENS. 

Difeutient cataplafm. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Bryony root, three ounces; 
Elder flowers, one ounce; 

Gum ammoniac, half an ounce; 
Sal ammoniac, crude, two drams; 
Camphorated fpirit of wine, one 
ounce. 

Boil the roots and flowers in a fuf¬ 
ficient quantity of water, till 
they become tender; and, hav¬ 
ing then bruifed them, add to 
them the gum ammoniacupo, dif- 


CATAPLASMA MATURANS. 

Ripening cataplafm. 

Lond. 

Take of 

Pigs, four ounces ; 

Yellow bafilicum ointment, one 
ounce; 

Galbanum, ft rained, half an 
ounce. 

Beat the figs thoroughly in a mor¬ 
tar, occasionally dropping in fome 
fpirit of wine or ftrongale; then 
carefully mix with them the oint¬ 
ment, firft .liquefied along with 
the galbanum. 
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CATAPLASMA SUPPURANS. 

Suppurating cataplafm. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

White lily (or marlhmallow) 
roots, four ounces; 

Fat figs, one ounce ; 

Raw onions, bruifed, fix drams; 
Galbanum, half an ounce; 
Yellow bafilicum ointment, 

Gil of chamomile, by decodfion, 
—each, one ounce; 

Linfeed meal, as much as is fuf- 
ficient. 

Let the lily (or marlhmallow) roots 
be boiled along with the figs, in 
a fufficient quantity of water, 
till they become tender. Then 
bruife, and add to them the 
other ingredients, and make the 
whole into a cataplafm, accord¬ 
ing to art. The galbanum mu ft. 
bepreviouflydiflblved in the yolk 
of an egg. 

Both thefe compofitions are good 
fuppurants, or ripeners ; though 
their effects probably depend more 
on their keeping the part folt, tnoift, 
and warm, than on any particular 
qualities of the ingredients. 

SINAPISMA. 

A finapifm. 

Edinb. 

Take of 

Milliard feed, in powder, 

Crumb of bread,—each, equal 
parts ; 

Strong vinegar, as much as is 
fufficient. 

Mix and make them into a cata¬ 
plafm ; to which is fometimes 
added a little bruifed garlic. 

Or, 

Take of 

Muflard feed, in powder, 

Crumb of bread,—each, two 
ounces; 

Garlic, bruifed, half an ounce; 


Black foap, one ounce ; 

Strong vinegar, a fufficient quan-r 
tity. 

Mix and make them into a cata¬ 
plafm, according to art. 

Both thefe compofitions are em¬ 
ployed only as JUmulants . They 
often inflame the part, and raife 
blifters, but not fo perfectly as 
cantharides. They are frequently- 
applied to the foies of the feet 
in the low Hate of acute difeafes, 
for railing the pulfe and relieving 
the head ; and are chiefly regarded 
for the fuddennefs of their adtion. 

COAGULUM ALUMINOSUM 4 
CATAPLASMA ALUMINIS. 

formerly 
Alum cataplafm. 

Lend. 

Take 

Any quantily of the white of 

egg s - 

Agitate it with a fufficiently large 
lump of alum, till it be coagu¬ 
lated. 

This preparation is taken from 
Riverius. It is an ufeful aftrin- 
gent epithem for fore, moijl eyes , and 
excellently cools and repreffes thin de- 
fluxions. Slighter inflammations 
of the eyes, occafioned by dull:, 
expofure to the fun, cr fimilar 
caufes, are generally removed by 
fomenting them with warm milk 
and water, and wafliing them with 
the collyrium deferibed before. 
Where the complaint is more vio¬ 
lent, this preparation, after the in¬ 
flammation has yielded a little to 
bleeding, is one of the belt external 
remedies. It is to be fpread on 
lint, and applied at bed-time. 

Cataplasma emolliens. 

Emollient cataplafm. 

Take of 

Crumb of bread, eight ounces; 
White foap, one ounce; 
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Cow’s milk, frefli, a fufficient 
quantity. 

Boil them a little together. 

Cataplasma stomachictjm. 

Stomachic cataplafm. 

Take of 

The aromatic cataplafm, one 
ounce; 

Exprefled oil of mace, two 
drams; 

Anodyne balfam, as much as is 
fufficient to reduce them into 
a proper confidence. 

Cataplasma camphoratum. 

Camphorated cataplafm. 

Take of 

Aromatic cataplafm, one ounce j 


Camphor, one dram. 

Mix them together. 

Cataplasma ischiadicum. 

Ifchiadic cataplafm . 

Take of 

Muftard feed, half a pound ; 

White pepper, 

Ginger,—each, one dram; 

Simple oxymel, as much as will 
reduce them into a cataplafm. 

The ufe of thefe competitions, 
which are taken from our hofpi- 
tals, may be eafily underliood from 
their titles. The laft is a very 
flimulating application, and fre¬ 
quently veficates the Ikin. 
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TABLE 

Exhibiting the Proportion of Antimony, Opium , and Quick- 
filver , contained in fome Compound Medicines of the 
London and Edinburgh Difpenfatories. 

Of ANTIMONY. J 

Vinum antimonii tartar is atx (wine of tartarifed antimtxny), 
contains in every ounce two grains of tartarifed antimony. Ed. Pb. 

Of OPIUM. 

Tincture of opium made with purified opium, five grains to every 
dram. But it appears on evaporating the liquor, that one dram of the 
tincture contains about three grains and a half of opium. Ed. Ph. 

Tinctura opii ammoniata (tin&ure of opium ammoniated), near¬ 
ly one grain in a dram of the liquid. Ed. Ph. 

Linimentum opiatum (opiated liniment), is made withone fcruple 
of opium in an ounce of the liquid. Ed. Ph. 

Electaeium opiatum (opiated ele&ary,) contains in every dram 
almofi: one grain of opium. Ed. Ph. 

Electarium catechu (ele&ary of catechu), contains in one hun¬ 
dred and ninety three grains, one grain of opium. Ed. Ph. 

Pxlula! opii (pills of opium), or thebaic pills, in every dram they 
have fix grains of purified opium ; a pill of five grains has half a grain 
of opium. Ed. Ph. \ Sgj g 

Tkochisct glycyrrhizh; cum opio (troches of liquorice with ops. 
ttm), in every dram have almofi one grain of opium. Ed. Ph. 

Confectio opiata (opiated confeftion), [Ph. L.] contains one 
grain in thirty-fix. 

Pulvis e creta compositus cum opio (compound powder of chalk 
with opium), [Ph. L,] contains one grain of opium in about forty- 
three grains. 

Pulvis ipecacuanha compositus (compound powder of ipecacu¬ 
anha), [Ph. L. and Ph. Ed.] contains in ten grains one grain of opium. 

Pulvis ofiatus (opiated powder), [Ph. L.] contains one grain of 1 
opium in ten grains. 

Pilul/E opii (pills of opium), [Ph. L.] contain one grain of opium 
in five grains. 

Of QUICKSILVER. 

1 

Pilul.e hydrargyri (pills of quiqkfilver), in every dram contain 
fifteen grains of quickfilver. Ph. Ed. 

Pilulas hydrargyri mubiati mitis (pills of mild muriated quick¬ 
filver, or Plummer’s pills), contain in every dram twenty-two grains 
and an half of mild muriated quickfilver ; a pill of .three grains has one 
graii^and a little more. Ph. Ed. 
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ViLtJLM hydrargyri (quickfilver pills), [Ph. L.] in twelve grains 
contain four grains of quickfilver. 

Pulvis scammonii cum cuomelane (powder of fcammony with 
lomel), [Ph. L.j contain in four grains one grain of calomel. 

Hydrargyrus cum creta (quickfilver with chalk), [Ph. L.] con-* 
tains in eight grains, three grains of quickfilver. 

Unguentum hydrargyri nitrati for-tIus (ftronger ointment of 
nitrated quickfilver), contain in each drachm four grains of quickfilver, 
and eight grains of nitrous acid. Ph. Ed. 

Unguentum hydrargyri nitrati mitius (milder ointment of 
nitrated quickfilver), in each dram contains two grains of quickfilver, 
and four of nitrous acid. Ph. Ed. 

Unguentum hydrargyri nitrati (ointment of nitrated quick¬ 
filver), [Ph. L.] contains in one dram twelve grains of nitrated quick¬ 
filver. 

Unguentum hydrargyri (ointment of quickfilver), contains in 
every dram twelve grains ; but the ftronger contains in the fame quan¬ 
tity of the ointment twenty-four grains of quickfilver. Ph. Ed. 

Unguentum hydrargyri fortius et mitius (ftronger and 
weaker ointment of quickfilver), [Ph. L.] the fortius contains in two 
drams, one dram of quickfiver ; whilft the mitius,. or milder ointment , has 
only one dram of quickfilver in fix drams. 

Unguentum calcis hydrargyri alb^e (ointment of the white 
calx of quickfilver), [Ph. L.] contains in one dram four grains and an 
half of the calx. 

Emplastrum ammoniacj cum hydrargyro (ammoniacum plafter 
with quickfilver), Ph. L. contains in five ounces about one ounce of 
quickfilver. 

Emplastrum lithargyri cum hydrargyro (plafter of litharge 
with quickfilver), [Ph. L.] contains in five ounces about one ounce of 
quickfilver. 

Emplastrum hydrargyri (plafter of quickfilver), in every dram 
,contains about fixteen grains of quickfilver. Ph. Ed. 





I 


N D E X. 


THE Fubfequent arrangement of the materials contained in the foregoing 
pages has been fo contrived as to prevent the necefiity of crowding 
this work with a number of tables, which would render it more volu- ( 

ruinous than ufeful;—hence all that is neceflary to be underftood to 
give full information of its particular contents, will readily occur to 
every reader, by obferving the method herein adopted:—the aflerifaxt 
denotes the new fubftances and compounds inferted—the Roman let¬ 
ters of the Latin terms mark under what name each may be found — 
vvhilft thofe of the Italian type fhow the different terms under which 
each article has formerly been denominated, or to which they have 
been altered;—and, when belonging to the Materia Medica, fpeak the 
language in general of the Linnagan fyflem.—Therefore, when any 
fubftance or compound is wanted to be difeovered, fliould the name 
be in the Italian chara&ers, it will be found in the page referred to, 
but under fome of k the terms printed in the Roman letter.—The doles 
of the medicines annexed to a variety of articles, are to be confidered 
as applicable to the adult, and muft be therefore leiTened when pre- 
icribed to the younger clafles, in proportion to their years and conSi- 
tjutional ftrength. * 


A. 


A bies, 76 

Abrotanum foemina, 76 

—---mas 76 

Dofe £)i,—^j, 

^bfinthii extrattum, 392 

D- 3M —$}- 


maritimi. Conferva , 339, 
340 

oleum eflentiale, _ 359 


Abfinthium maritimutn, 77 

■---Romanum, 77 

--vulgare, 77 

D. 3 j.—3i. 

Acacia, 78 

D. 3 fs.—3 h 

n - ■ — Germanica, See Pruna 
Sylvestris. 

Acanthus, 78 


fativus vel mollis Virgilii , 
78 


Accipcnfer ruthenus et hufo y 
Acetated ammonia, water of, 448 

-cerufs, 473 

.. - cerufs, ointment of, 594. 

—-kali or lixiva, 446 

* -litharge, compound cerate 

of, 

* -quickfilver, 

*Aceti fyrupus, 

Acetofa, 

- pratenfis, 

D. 11 .-J a. 

Acetous acid, 

Acetum, 

D. § fs—3 ifs- 

* - aromaticum, 

■ . - diftillatum, 

, D - 3J-—I fs - 
- - - — lytha. gyritis, 

prophyiaSicum, 


599 

477 

343 

7 * 

/8 

428 

7 » 


305 
429 

306 
3°5 
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Acetum theriacale, 306 Affinities, table of t between acids 


Achilla a ptarmica , 

212 

and alkalies. 

436 

————— millefolii, 

183 

Agallochum, 

80 

Achmilla vulgaris, 

81 

Agaric of the oak, 

81 

Acid with vinous fpirits, combina- 

——— female, 

8r 

tion off 

43 i 

Agaricus, 

So, 8 r 

Acids, 

26 

Agrimonia, 

81 

-- , native, 

66 

-eupatoria, 

81 

- , mineral, 

66 

Air, fixed, 

27 

medical effects of, 

66 

Alcaline infufion, 

292 

Acid Spirits, 

425 

Alcea, 

81 

Acidulous linftus, 

564 

Alchimilla, 

81 

*Acidum acetofum, 

428 

Alchohol, 

380 

D - 9 J— 3 i* 


D. 3 fs -— 


- - benzol cum , 

452 

Alder tree, 

83 

—- muriaticum, 

428 

Ale, aperient , 


D. gtt. x. — gtt. xl. 


Ales, medicated, 

3 J 4 

-- nitrofum, 

427 

Alexanders, 

*59 

*—-• nitrofum dilutum, 

427 

Alexipharmac Bolufes, No. 

8. 546 

D. gtt. xv. — gtt. xl. 


Algeroth’s powder, 


-- — yitriolicum, 

425 

Alimentary fait, 

226 

•*. - vitriol! aromaticum, 

426 

Alkalies, with oils and in- 

—-vitriolicum dilutum, 426 

flammable spirits, combina- 

D. gtt. XV.— xl. 


nation of 

419 

Aconitum, 

79 

* Alkali faffile, or mineral fixed. See 

D. g r - 4 -— gr.4. 


Barilla. 



79 

- tvegetabile cauflicum , 

409 

-- primum pardalianche 

s of 

Alkanet root, 

90 

Gefner. See Gbntiana. 


Alkekengi, 

8r 

Acorns, bajlard, 

152 

Alkekcngi phy falls , 

S2 

- calamus. 

114 

Alkermes confeftio, 

349 

Acrids, their power, 

73 

Alliaria, 

82 

Adder, 

260 

Allio, oxvmel ex. 

35 1 

Adianthum verum, 

79 

- fyrupus ex, 

343 

* Aerated ponderous fpar, 

106 

Allium, 

82 

-water, 

429 

D- 3 J-— 3 fs - 


*Aeris fixi aqua, 

429 

—- cepa, 

124 

‘Atruginis ammoniatae aqua, 

47 0 

—- pom/m. 

211 

■-- mel. 

332 

-- fativum , 

82 

iErugo, 

80 

All-fpice, 

207 

D. g r -i-— g r - r * 


Almonds, bitter and fweet, 

88 

JEfculus hippocaftanum. 

159 

--- 0 H rf ^ 

282 

jEtheris vitriolici fp\ 

43 1 

--foap, 

419 

D. 3 fs -“3 11 - 


Alnus vulg. 

83 

*yEther vitriolicus, 

43 a 

Aloe, et varietates ejus, 

83, 84 

D 3 fs -~ 3 >j* 


-—-- caballina, 

84 

iEthiops antimonialis, 

G8 

-- hepatica, 

84 

-- martialis, 

466 

—- barb a den (is. 

84 

—- miner alls, 

478 

-- perfoliata , 

84 

JEthufa meum , 

182 

-• - focotorina, 

83 

Affinities of Bodies, 

28 

D. gr. xv. — 3 fs. 


Affinities, table of, 

30 

Aloes elixir , 1 31 

5 > 317 
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Aloes, compound tin&ure of, 317 

-gummi, 393 

—— refina, 393 

-, gum of, 39 3 

— ■■■■ refin of, 393 

* -cum ferro pulvis, 528 

D. 3 fs.—3j. 

—pilulse cum colocynthide, 

537 

*—■ pilulas compof. 336 

D. 3 fs,—gr. xxv. 

—pilulaecum m)»rrha, 342 

D. 3 fs.—3j\ 

- pulvis cum canella, 328 

D. 3fs.—3 i. 

*■ ■ — pulvis cum guaiaco, 328 

D. 3 fs.— 3 i. 

—- tin&ura, 316 

D. | fs-—^ 1. 

' - tinft. compof. 317 

D- 3 fs.—3 ii. 

- wine of, j 
Aloetic pills, 

* - compound pills, 

- ■ wood, 

■-wine. 


Alfines, 

—— media , 

Alterative eleftary. 
Althaea, 

D . 3 fs—3 1, 

.. — — officinalis , 

■-decofhim, 

--fyrupus, 

D. 31*.—3 jJ- 

Alum, 

-bolus, No. 2. 

-.burnt, 

-cataplafm, 

-, purification of, 

———- water, 

-, compound, 

*-whey, 

Alumen, 

D. 3 fs.—3 fs. 
uftum, 


307 

536 

536 

80 

307 

86 

85 

5 S 8 

86 

85 

295 

343 

86 
546 
441 
602 

44 1 
578 
578 
3°3 
86 

441 


*AIuminis pulvis compofitus, 527 
D. gr. vi.—gr, xv. 

•-*— 1 — purificatio, 441 

Aluminofum ferum, 303 

Amara dulcify 140 

f *4 7 


Amber 


Amber, efience or tin&ure of, 336 
Amber, fait and oil of, purified, 
and reftified, 455 

-, tinfture of, 330 

Ambergris, 87 

Ambra ambrofaca , 8 7 

Arnbrae tinftura feu effentia, 336 
Ambragrifea, 87 

Ammeos verus, 87 

Ammonia, compound fpirit 0^424 

-, foetid fpirit of, 424 

-, liniment of, 597 

• - muriata , 225 

-praeparata, 414 

D. 3 fs.—3j: 

--, pure water of, 418 

-, fpirit of, 423 

• -, ftronger liniment of, 597 

-, water of, 413 

*Ammoniacal copper, 470 

-iron, 467 

---, tincture of, 

„ . 324 

Ammoniac! lac, 566 

D. Jls—Jj. 

• ---purificatio, 275 

— - falls fpir. cum calce viva, 

418 

Ammoniacum gummi, 88 

D. gr. 1 c.~ 7 fs. 

-julep, . 371 

-- plafter with quick- 

filver, 58 6 

- purified, 273 

Ammonia; acetata; aqua, 448 

D. 32.—36. 

-aqua, 41 c 

D. 3 fs.—3 ifs. 

-caufticse aqua, 418 

-linimentum, 423 

-pur® aqua, 418 

D. gtt. x.-—3i. 

-fpiritus, 423 

D- 3 fs.-—3j. 

— -fpiritus fcetidus, 424 

D. 3 3 5 - 

-fpiritus compofitus, 424 

D. 3 fs.—3 i. 

— --fpiritus aromaticus, 424 

D. 3 fs.—3 i. 

Ammoniated arfenic, 311 

- oi i» 4 2 3 > 597 
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Amomum repens , 120 

- Zingiber, 263 

Amygdalae amarse et dulces, 88 
Dulces, D. | i.—J ij. 
-lac, 565 

• -■- perfect if, 199 

Amygdalinus fapo, 419 

*Amyli mucilago, 302 

• -trochifci, 533 

Amy r is elem if era, 141 

--— Gileadenjis , 104 

Amurca. See OliVjE. 

Anacardia, 90 

Anagallis, 90 

■ - arvenfiSy 90 

Anchuia, 90 

• - officinalisy 112 

■ - Unftoria, 90 

Andropogon nardns , 186 

Anetnotie hcpatica, 138 

• -meadow, 2x3 

■ -—-— pratenfis, 2 13 

Anethi femin. oleum efientiale, 360 

Aqua, D. 5 ii *—3 4 * 

-- foeniculi varielasy 146 

■ - grnveolais , 91 

Anethum, 92 

D. 9 fs'.—3 i. 

Angelica, 92 

D. 3fs.— 3 ifs. 

■ - ar changelic a ^ 91 

Anhalt water, 384 

Anguiilas hepar, 92 

*Anguftura cort. 92 

■^Anguflurae extraftum, 391 

Animal fats, 71 

■ -oil, 405 

-fnbftances, 70 

• - SUBSTANCES, what, l3 &C. 

-their proper¬ 
ties examined, 18 

Anifeeds, effential oil of, 339, 

360 

A nifu m, 92 

3 j <—3 ij- 

Anifi 61 . efien. 360 

D. gtt. v.— gtt. xij. 
Anodyne diuretic draught, 376 
-— fomentation, 301 

-glyfter,' 379 

• -liniment 399 

• -ointment, 390 


E X. 


Anodyne plafter, 38s 

-anddifeutient plafler, 589 

Anomalous Salts, 448 

*Antifteric fpirit, 386 

Antiemetic faline draught, 574 

Antifebrile decoftion, Z96 

Antiheftic decoftion, 296 

Antihefticum Poterii, 316 

Anthelmintic or worm fugar cakes, 

- ... 535 

Anthem:s nobilis, 123 

-pyrethrum, 

Antihyfteric julep, 

Aatjlyffiis pul vis* 

D. 3 ifs. 

Antiphthijical tindhire , 

Antifcorbutic infufion, 
wine, 


2x3. 

S 7 Z 

522 

329 

292 

312 

501 


*Antimonialis pulvis, 

D. gr. 3.—gr. vi. 
Antimonial aethiops, 318 

- wine, 307 

Antimonii calx , 303 

-cerulfa, 303 

-crocus, 502 

D. gr. i—gr. 1. 

-lotus crocus, 502 

-emeticum mite, 303 

-regulus, 506 

-regulus medicinalis, .303 

-fu 1 p h u r praeci pi tatu m, 3 o / 

gr.ij.—gr.v. 


turn, 


tinftura, 

33 1 

». gr. xo—gtt. 60. 


vitrum ceratum, 

510 

>. gr. iii.—gr. xx. 


um, 

93 

D. 31.-32. 


- calcinatum, 

303 

D. 3 i-—3 i. 


- calcareo-phofphora- 


501 

D. gr- 3-—gr. 6. 


-muriatum, 

310 

- fulphuratttm , 

93 

-tartarifatum, 

312 

D - gr- i—gr. 4. 



- ullum cum uitro, 303 
D. gtt. v.—9i. 

-- vitrifaftum, 308 

D - gr-T-—gr 2. 

Antimony calcined with nitre, 503 
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* Antimony, Dr. Black’s table of the 

preparations, 

--X-j preparations of, 

--, t: nftiire of, 

* -, tartarifed wine of , 

Aperient apozem, 

Apiam petrofelinumj 
Apocynum. See Vincetoxicum. 
Apozema aperiens, 297 

Apparatus, pharmaceutical, 32 

Apples, 178 

Aquila alba. See Calomelas. 


F the 

Ari pulvis compofitus, 

why re. 

5 r 4 

jefted, 

339 

499 

Arifolochia clematis , 

96 

33 i 

-longa, 

96 

308 

———— - rotunda, 

96 

297 

D. 3 1.-39. 


205 

-- tenuis. 

96 


Aqua aluminofa, 


balanea , 
compofita, 


CM fp\ 

-odorifera, 

-phagaedenica, 

-picea, 

-rabelliana, 

—- regime Hungarica , 

- fiyptica, 

- vitriolica , s;s, 

vitriolica camphorata , 


— vulneraria, 


*Arabici gurnmi mucilago, 

D. 

--emuHio, 

Arabicum gummi, 

D. 3 fs.— 3 ij. 

* Arbutus uva urfi , 

D. 3 fs.—3 i. 
Archangel, white, 

Aretii lappa radix , et femen , 
Argenti vivi purification 
Argentum, 

...-nitratum, 

-— - vivnm, 

D. 

Argilla vitriolata , 

Ari conferva, 

D. 3 i.—3 i. 

- pulvis compotitus, 

D. 3 i -—3 ’• 


383 

579 

287 

43 ^ 

382 

470 

476 

578 

389 

302 

565 

154 

263 

170 
105 
4 77 
94 
462 

94 

86 

339 

522 


578 
578 
5 78 

384 

388 

288 


-- anhaltina, 

— aromatica, 

-- calcis, 

D. 3 4.-lbfs. 

■ - catapultarian . 3 89 

— - horde at a, 295 

— lixivia cauftica, 411 

— mirabilis , 387, 388 

nephritica. See Myristi- 


...- fcrpentaria, 

Arnica , 

D. gr. 2.—gr. 12. 

- montana , 

Aromatic acid of vitriol, 
confeftion, 
electuary, 
fomentation, 
tinfture, 
water, 
wine. 


Aromaticus pulvis, 

D. gr. v.—3 fs. 
Aromatics, their power, 
Arquebufade water, 
Artemifia, 

—-- - abfnihii, 

-- maritima , 

*——- abrotani, 

- fantonicum, 

~~ vulgarisn 


238 

140 

140 

426 

399 

399 

301 

3 i 7 

388 
312 
528 

73 

389 
98 
77 
77 
76 

23° 

98 

98 

98 


Arum, 

- recens, 

D. gr. 2.—gr. x. 

- maculatutn , 98 

-enmlfion, 568 

Arundofaccharfera. See Saccha. 

rum Candum. 

*Arfenical cauftic, 

Arfenic, 

-, yellow, what, 

-, red, what, 

Arfcnicum, 

- - aptimoniale, 

Arfe-fmart, bitter, 

Afafcetida, 

D. gr. i2.— 3 fs. 

*-— pilulae compofitae, 

D. gr. v.—3 i. 

■ lac, 

d. iu.-yu 

-p] a Iter, 

- —-tinftura, 

D. 3 fs.— 3 ij. 
Afarabacca, 

R r 2 


5 11 

96 

97 
97 

96 

5 11 
199 

99 

533 ' 

566 

583 

323 

IQO 













































index. 


Afari pulvis compolitus, 526 

AfarUm, xoo 

D. gr. 3.-3 fs. 

— - - Europteum , xoo 

— - hypocyjlis , 161 

Afclepias vincetoxicum , 259 

*A{h-coloured precipitated quick- 

filver, . 479 

Afh tree, 148 

Afpalathus. See Lignum Rhodium. 
Afparagi radix, 100 

Afparagus, 100 

——- officinalis, 100 

*•--- fatbits, IOO 

Afplenum fcolopendrium , 175 

•—-- trichomanis, 256 

Afragalus tragacantha , 155 

Aftringeuts, their power, 71 

--^ crocus of irqn, 466 

-—.--, deco&ion, 297 

• -> gargle, 579 

-, glvfter, 580 

Athamanta Cretenjis , 138 

Atriplex faetida, 101 

—— 1 - -* odor a, feu fuaveoltns , 111 

Atropa belladonna, 239 

Aurantia Curaflavenfia, 102 

*Aurantii corticis tinft. 318 

*—- flavediuis corticis Hifpa- 

lenfis conferva, 339, 340 

■--— flos et folium, 101 

P- gr. x.—3J. 

• -e cortice fyrupus, 344 

D * si-— 3 : i* 

—» .. cort. aq. 374 

Aurantiorum corticum aqua fpi- 
rituofa, 386 

Aurantium Hifpalenfe, 101 

A vena fativa, 101 

Avens, 121 

Avicennia tomentofa, go 

Auripigmentum , 97 

Aurum, 102 


* Annan fulminant, its medical ufe , 

102 

r- -mufivum. See Stanni 

PULVIS. 

«.- potabile, what, 102 

-- potabile vegetabile. See 

JLentiscus vegetabihs. 


Axungia, 102 

Axungiae porcinae prasparatio, 27 z 


B. 


Bacheri pilnlae, 

D. gr.j.—3fs. 

Balauftine. See Granatum. 
D. jfs.—3ifs. 

Balm, 

Balm of gilead, 


544 


180 

104 


Balm water, 


compound. 


Balfam of life, 

~-of Peru, 

—r-of Tolu, 

Balfamic injection, 

-tincture, 

lohoch, 


374 , 3 76 

381 

337 

104 

105 
581 
318 
564 
31S 


*Balfami Peruvian! t inblur a, 

D. 3fs.~ 31J. 

Balfamita mas, 103 

Balfamum anodynum , 4 2a 

- Bateanum , 422 

— - ■ . — Canadenfe. SeeTEREBlN* 


THINA ARGENTOR Al'ENSIS, 


D- 9 j— 3 i- 

—<-— cephalicum, 534 

--— dc Mecca, 104 

-odoriferum, 554 

--- faponaceum, 4.22 

— - fulphuris /implex , 459 

— -- fulpkuratum crajfum, 459 

— -- traumaticum , 333 

rr- verum, 104 

-vitae, 337 

Barbadoes tar, 303 

Barberryj 108 

Bardanae deco&um, 497 

Bardana major, 103 

P. 3 fs.— 3 fs, 

^Barilla, 106 

D. gr. x.—3fs, 

Barley, common, &c. 159 

-, deco&ion of, 295 

—t-t—, compound deco&ion of, 294 
* Barytes, . 106 

*Raryetes derata , 106 


Baftard hellebore. See Hellebo? 


RUS NIGER. 







































INDEX- 


Baths, 

35 

Bitter purging fait* 

22^ 

Bay^tree, 

171 

-fweet, 

140 

* Baer’s whortle berry, 

263 

-their power. 

74 

Becabunga, 

107 

-wine, 

307 

D. 32 - 14 - 


Bitumen petroleum , 

204 

Bee’s wax, yellow, 

124. 

Bitumens and oils. 

21 

Beet-rave, 

xo8 

* Black, Dr. his table of antimonial 

Beet, white and red. 

108 

preparations, 

514 

-turnip-rooted, red, 

108 

Black-berry bearing alder. 

See 

Beilis minor, 

107 

Spina cervina. 


- perennis , 

107 

Black-berry bufh, 

222 

Benjamin, compound tindture of. 

- cherry water, 374>375 


333 

—— currant bulh, 

219 

Benzoe, 

107 

Blijlering plajler) 

<;88 

3 fs.—3fs. 


Blood ftone, 


Benzoes tinftura compofita, 

333 

Bohea tea, 

2 53 

D. 3fs.— 3 ij. 


Bole Armenian, 

no 

Benzoin, 

107 

—“— French, 

no 

Benzoini tinftura, v 

336 

-of blois, 

110 

Bcnzoinutn t 

107 

-Bohemian, 

no 

Berberis, 

108 

Boles, 

no 

—- vulgaris , 

108 

Boletus igniarius , 

8i 

Beta, 

108 

- pini-laricis , 

80 

- vulgaris , 

108 

Boli, 

no 

Betonica, 

108 

Boluses, 

545 

- officinalis , 

108 

Bolus alexipharmaCus, No. 8, 

546 

Betony, common, or wood, 

108 

-ex alumine, No, 2, 

546 

Betula, 

109 

-Armenia?, 

no 

-- alba , 

109 

-Gallicus, 

no 

-—- alnuSy 

183 

D. 3fs.—32. 


Bezoar lapis. 

109 

-Blefenfis, 

no 

—-mineral. 

512 

-Bohemicus, 

no 

-- ftone, 

109 

- cum calomelane, 

549 

-with tin, 

5*7 

-camphora, 

546 

Bezoardicum jovJale, 

5*7 

— cathartic. No. 4, 

546 

-minerale, 

512 

-catharticus cum merCurio, 

Binding ele&ary, 

562 

No. 2, 

547 

-julep, 

573 

-e caftoreo, 

546 

Birch tree, 

109 

-diaphoreticus, No. 3, 

547 

Birthworts, 

96 

-diureticus, No. 2, 

547 

Bifliop’s-weed, 

87 

-ad dyfenteriam, No. 2, 

548 

Blfmuthum, 

109 

-hydrargyri vilriolati, 

549 

Bifmuthi magifterium, 

5*5 

-hyftericus, 

549 

Bifmuth, preparations of, 

5^5 

-iliacus, 

549 

Biftort, 

no 

-pedtoralis, 

549 

Biftorta, 

no 

—— tf^/phthifin, 

574 

D. 3 fs.—3J. 


—— rhaei cum calomelane, 

549 

Bitter ale, 

3*4 

-rheumaticus, 

550 

-apple, 

* 3 * 

- + terebinthinatus, 

55° 

-infufion, 

289 

-fcilliticus, 

55o 

. infufion with fenna, 

289 

—— fudorihcus, 

550 



R r 3 
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N D 

Bombycis folliculiy 

237 

Bonus henricus, 

11 i 

Borage, 

111 

Borago, 

111 

Bor ago officinalis , 

111 

Borax, 

111 

D. 3fs.—32. 


Botryos, 

in 

Box-tree, 

113 

Bramble, 

222 

Bran. See TritiCum. 


Bran k-urhne, 

78 

BraJJica eruca , 

143 

--fativa, 

112 

*—- oleraceay 

112 

Bread. See Triticum. 


Briar, wild, 

137 

*Bricks, oil of, 

404 

Brimilone, 

248 

Britifh oil. See Petroleum. 

Brook lime, 

107 

Broom, 

150 

Bruce a antldy fenteric a. 



fcrrughtca. See Angustu- 
RA CORTEX. 


Bruife-wort, 

231 

Bruscusy 

non 

Bryonia alba, 

1 12 

Bub on galbanutriy 

148 

Buck-bean, 

2.^6 

Buckthorn, fyrup of, 

348 

BuglofTum, 

112 

Burdock, deco&ion of, 

297 

Burdock, 

105 

Burgundy pitch. 

2c 8 

--compound plafter, 

584 

Burnt lead, 

47 1 

Burfa paftoris, 

Butcher’s broom. 

113 


Dr. Butler’s ale, 

3^5 

Butyrum antimonii , 

510 

Biixum, 

113 

Buxum fempcrvircnSy 

113 

C. 

Cabbage bark tree, 

151 

* ~ bark tree, deco&ion of, 

298 

-Savoy, 112 

•-- white and red, 112 

Cacao, 

' lx 3 


E X. 


Cacao, the oil of) 283 

*Cacuminis genillaeextradhim, 392 
D. jfs.—3ifs. 

CadjuSly Bengalis, 139 

Calambour. See Lignum rhodium. 
Calamine cerate, 598 

Calaminaris lapis, 114 

Calamine hone, 114 

Calamus aromaticus, 114 

D. 3fs.—31. 

Calamy, 114 

Calcination, what, its ufes, 60 
Calcined antimony, 503 

* - magnefia, 446 

•- quickfilver, 482 

* - zi dc, 475 

Calculus capra bezoardicct , 109 

Calendula, 114 

. officinalis , 114 

Calomelas, 487 

D. gr. 1—gr. 12. 

Calomelanos pilulae compofitae, 

540 

Calomel bolus, 549 

- bolus, with rhubarb, 549 

Calx anibnouii nitrati , 5°3 

-Jovis 47-4 

- Jovis. See Stanni Pulvis. 

-viva, 115 

Campeclienfe decoclum, 297 

Campechcnjis Igni extraSl. 392, 398 
D. gfs.—31. 

Camp.ior, 116 

- bolus, 546 

* —-compound liniment of, 

598 

--water, 377 

Camphora, 116 

D -g r - 3 -3 i* * 

— - ex lawoy 116 

Camphorata emulfio, 466 

-mi xt ura, 669 

D. 3 fs._ 3 a. 


Camphorated cataplafm, 603 
■-- fpirit of wine, 333 

* Camphor® aqua, 377 

• -mixtura acetofa, 670 

Campeachy wood, 174 

Canary, 239 

Cancer ajlacus f 117 























INDEX, 


Cancer marinm, x 17 

- pagurus , 117 

* -, Plunket’s medicine for, 97 

Cancrorum chelae, 117 

D. 3fs.— 3 y. 

- ocuii difti, 117 

Candied flee), 466 

Candy carrot, 138 

Canella alba, 117 

D. gr. 10.—^fs. 

Canintv rofa , 13 7 

Cannabisfati<va y 118 

* - femen, 118 

Cantharides, 118 

D. gr. i— gr. 3. 

Cantharides infufion, the mild 
ointment of, 596 

-- powder, the ftrong 

ointment of, 596 

Cantharidis tinttura, 318 

D. 3 j.— 3 > 

* Cantharis, cerate of, 599 

* ---, ointment of, 596 

- } plafter of, 588 

Caper bulb, 119 

Capillus veneris , 79 

Capparis, 119 

- fpinofa ,, 119 

Capjtcuw , • 207 

Capjicum annnum , 207 

.- baccatum. See Piper In- 

dicum, 207 

Caput mortuum, what, 35 

Caraway feeds, 121 

.—--feeds, eflential oil of, 

359 ? 3 6 ° 

.-- water, 386 

CarJamines Jiores , 119 

D. 3 j.— 3 j. 1 19 

— - pratevjis , 1x9 

Cardamomi fern. aq. 386 

— - - . tin&ura, 3 1 9 

p. 3J.—3>ij. 

* -- tinftura compolita, 330 

D - 3 J— 3 !i J* 

Cardamomum minus, 120 

D. gr. v.—gj. 

Cardiacae folia, 120 

Cardinal flower, bh:e, 176 

Cardui infufum, 286 

Carduus benediftus, 120 

D. gr. x.—92. 


Caricae, 

Carmelitana aqua , 
Carminative julep, No. 3, 

-powder, 

CarpobalJ'amiim ,, 

Carrot of Crete, 

-wild, 

Carui ol.eflent. 

D. gtt. i.—gtt. x. 

-- few . aqua , 

—-- fpiritus, 

D. 3 j.~Jfs. 

Car urn, 

Carvum, 

Carnm earn:, 

Caruon, 

D. 3 fs.—3j. 
Caryophyllatae radix, 
Caryophyllae rubra;, 

D. 9 j.— 3 j. 

Caryophylli aromatici, ol. elf. 

D.gtt. 3.—gtt. 6. 
-rubri fyrupus, 

^ D - 3i—3'j- 

Caryophyllum aromaticum, 
D. gr. v.—9j. 

Cafcar ilia , 

D. 3rfs.—31. 
*Cafcarillae extraft. 


D. Sfs. -jfs. 

— tinciura, 

B. 3fs.-~3jfs. 


Caffia el eft ary, 

*—--of the cane, 

— --A ft u laris, 

D. 3fs.- 

- fifiula , 

Caffia liguea, 

— - fenna , 

* Caffiae lign. aq. 
Caftor bolus, 

Caftor oil, 

Caitorei aqua, 


•Ij* 


-- tinftura , 

_ D 3J—3 ijfr- . 

*- tinftura compojita^ 

Caftoreum, 

Gr.—2—9j. 

Cafl or fiber, 

Cafumunar, > 

Cataplafma aluminis, 

——-camphoratum, 

R r 4 


I2t 

381 

S 7 l 

530 

104 

138 

13 

360 

386 

386 

121 

121 

121 

121 

121 

121 

121 

360 

345 

121 


141 

393 

319 

552 

122 

122 


122 

123 

236 

374 

546 

219 

37 4 
320 

320 

123 


123 

123 

602 

603 

























I N D 


E X, 


Cataplafmof cummin, 601 

Cataplafma difcuticns, 601 

-emolliens, 602 

- - — — ifchiadicum, 603 

—— -—maturans, 601 

-ftomachicum, 603 

-fuppurans, 602 

Catechu , 162 

D. gr. xv.-gij. 

Catechu deeodtum, 299 

—- ■ eledtarium, 554 

- infufum, 289 

- tindtura, 324 

D - 3j-—3'J* 

- .. trochifci, 

Cathartic bolus, with 


No. 2, 

—■■■■■■ bolufes, No. 4, 

——- draught, No. 2, 

Cathartics, their power, 
Cat-miot, 

Cauliflower, 

Cauficum anthnonlalcy 
* -drfenicale, 


commune fortius , 
commune mitius, 


Cauftic lixivial water, 

Caufiicum lunar <?, 

Cayenne pepper. See Piper 
dicum. 

Ccanothus Americana. See Lobelia. 


Celandine, 

126 

Centaurea benedifla. 

120 

Centaurii minoris fol. 

120 

£>• 3 j’— 3 1 

Centaury, theleffer, 

124 

Cepa, 

124 

Cephalic ale. 

3 i 5 

Cephalic balfam. 

554 

- infufion, 

292 

* —— purging wine, 

310 

* —— wine, 

310 

Cera alba, 

124 

D. 

—— flava. 

124 

Cerafa, 

124 

Ceraforum mgrorum aqua, 374,371* 

Cerates, 

59 ° 

Ceratum album , 

♦Ceratum cantharidis, 

597 

599 


Ceratum citrinum , 

- . cpuloticum , 

Cerated glafs of antimony, 
Ceratum lapidis calaminaris, 
-*-lithargyri acetati 


pof. 


refina? flavae, 
faponis, 
fimplex, 
fpermatis ceti, 


534 
mercury, 

547 
546 

575 
75 
187 
112 

510 

5 11 

commune acerrimum,409 


597 

598 

5 10 

598 

com- 

599 
597 
599 
597 
597 
404 

374 > 377 
3*4 
315 
3 i 5 
3 J 5 
3*5 
3*5 


410 

410 

411 
462 

IN- 


Cerae oleum, 

* Cerefolii aqua, 

Cerevifia amara, 

- aperiens, 

. . . . . Butleri, 

-cephalica, 

■■ ■ ■ • diuretica, 

--ad fcorbuticos, 

Cerufs. See Plumbum. 

Cerufs of antimony, 505 

Cerufs ointment, 590 

Cerufla, 471 

Cerufla acetata, 472 

D. gr. fs.—gr. 2. 

Ceruflae pulvis compofitus, 523 
g fs -—g r - 

Currants. See Vitis tinifer a. 
Chalk, white, 134 

Chalybeate eledtary. No. 3, 559 

Chalybis rubigo pp. 465 

Chalybs , 144 

Chamaedryos, 125 

Chamaepityos folia, 126 

Chamsemeli deeodtum, 300 

-,-flores, i2C 

D. gfs.—31. 

-ol. eflent. 


361 

125 

126 
39a 


Chamomile, Jingle-flowered, 

- double-flowered, 

C'namaemeli extradt. 

D. 3fs.—3]. 

Chamomile flowers, decodt.of, 300 

-flowers, eflential oil of, 

361 

Chaerefolii folia, 125 

Chei, or tea. See Rhododen* 
DRON CRYSANTHEMUM. 
Chelarum cancrorum compoGtu? 

Plltvis, 

D. 3fs.—31. 

Chelidonium majus, 

































INDEX; 


Cbenopodium amlrojiodesfolio fmuato , 

Cinnamomi cort. aqua, 374, 375 


111 

D. 32.— 34 * 


- -- bonus Hcnricus, 

hi 

Cinnamon, elfential oil of. 

361 

■ . - botryos, 

hi 

D - g«- j-“g lt - jjj- 


————— vulvarice. 

101 

Cinnamomi infufum. 

293 

Chervil, 

125 

* — ■ ■" fyrupus, 

343 

*Chervil water, 374, 

377 

- tinftura , 

320 

Cherry, 

124 

D - 3 j-— 3 Ji i- 


Cherry, black, red , morcllo , 

12* 

--- tinftura compohta^iy 

-- winter, 

82 

D - 3 J-— 3 ’i- 


Cbinchina regia. See Cortex Per# 

* Cinnamon, fyrup of, 

343 

FLAW 


water, 374, 

375 

China root, 

126 

— ..... compound tinfture 

Chinae radix, 

126 

of. 

317 

Chickweed, 

86 

Cinnamomum, 

129 

Chio turpentine, 

251 

D. gr. v.—3j. 


D. 3 j — 3 J. 


Cinquefoil, 

199 

Chocolate nuts, 

113 

Ciffiampelos pareira , 

198 

Chocolate nut , the oil of. 

283 

Ciftus Cretie a. See ladanum. 

Cichorium endivia , 

142 

Citreorum cortex, &c. 

129 

Cichorei radix, 

127 

Citrus aurantium , 

iot 

—- intyli. 

127 

~— Medic a, 129, 

X 7S 

Cicutae folia. 

127 

Citrons, 

129 

D, gr.2.—-3i. 


Civet, 

264 

Cinara, 

128 

Clary, garden , 

159 

D. gr. v.— 3 ( . 


Clarifying honey, 

273 

-- fcolymus , 

128 

Clematis re ft a. 

146 

Cinchona officinalis , 

200 

Clove, aromatic , 

121 

Cinchonas cortex, 

128 

- July flowers. 

12 r 

---- officinalis. 

128 

■ ■■ ..— July flowers, fyrup 

of. 

D. 3j.—32.. 



345 

--— decodtum, 

298 

Cloves, eflential oil of, 

360 

D. J2—^6. 


Coagulum aluminofum , 

602 

extradhim, 393, 

398 

Coating of glades. 

36 

D. 3 fs.— 3 fs. 


Coccinella, 

130 

- infufum 3 

287 

D. gr.2. — 3fs. 


refma, 

396 

Coccus cafti , 

130 

-- tinftura , 

320 

-- quercus cocciferst , 

166 

D. 


Cochineal, 

130 

- tinftura ammomata , 

320 

Cochinilla, 

130 

D. 3 ^s- —3 U* 


Cocblearia armoracia , 

aif 

. ■ ■ tinft. coin. 

321 

-— bortenjis, 

130 

D. 31 —3ft- 




Cineres clavellati. 

128 

——- marina, 

, 3 ® 

Cineres RulEci, 

128 

-———- angelica , 

130 

Cinnabar, 

129 

Cocos butyracea , 

196 

D. gr. x.— 3fs. . 


Cochleariae fpiritus, 

3 8 3 

Cinnabar is faftitia, 479 ’ 

480 

- fpiritus aureus, 

384 

-.■ —- nativa. 

129 

Goffea, 

1^0 

Cinnamon, 

X 2 9 

►- Arabica, 

130 

Cinnamomi cort. ' 

3 07 

Coffee, 

128 

D. gr. v.— 3j. 


* Colchici acetum. 

304 































INDEX. 


Colchici fyrupus, 

345 

Contrayerva, 

133 

*- oxymel, 

35 x 

D. gr. x,—3fs. 


D. 36.-31* 


Contrayervae pulviscompofitus,c24 

Colchicum, 

13° 

D. gr. xv.—gfs. 


D- gr. i.—gr. vi. 


Convallaria majalis , 

174 

--- autumnale. 

130 

Convolvulus jalapa, 

161 

Colcothar vitrioli, 

467 

——- mechoacanna , 

179 

Colcothar of vitriol. See Vitri- 

-- fcammonia y 

233 

OIUM CALCINATUM. 


- turpethum, 

257 

Coleworts, 

112 

Cooling julep, 

571 

Colic, glylter againft. 

O 

CO 

Copaiba balfamum, 

103 

*Colica Pidhmum , a remedy for, 

1 103 

D. 9 j.— 3 j. 


Colocynthidis extradtum comp.398 

Copaifera officinalis , 

103 

D. gr. v.—gr. xxv. 


Copper, preparations of, 

469 

Colocynthis, 

* 3 * 

Copperas. See vitriolum viride. 

D. gr. 2—gr. v. 


Coral, red , 

133 

Coloquintida, 

X 3 X 

Coralline mercury. 

4 8 3 

—•--— compound extradt 

Corallium rubrum, 

1 33 


of, 399 

Coltsfoot, ^ 257 

Columbae radix, 13Z 

D. gr. x—9j. 

* Golumbae tindhira, — 3 21 

D. 3J * — 3 11 j * 

Comfrey, larger , x 3 3 

Commi nation, itsdifferent modes, 5 7 
Comminution, its effects in many 
cafes ufeful, 5S 

Common gargle, No. 2, 579 

.-glyfter, 580 

i -lohoch, 563 

--fait, 2 26 

-— turpentine, 2C2 

* Compound oily liniment, 600 

—:—- water of acetated li¬ 
tharge, 472 

--water of vitriolated 


copper, 

Concremation, what, 
Goneffi, 

Cohfeciio aromatica, 

D. gr. xv.—31. 

-- cardiac a , 

• ---Damocratis, 

* -Japonica, 

—-opiata, 


470 

60 

132 

399 


399 

555 

554 

557 


D. gr. x. gfs. 

Conii tnaculatifol. 127 

Conserves, method of preparing 
them, . 338 

Confolida major, *33 


D. 3fs.—32. 
Cordial julep, No. 3. 

-mixture, 

Cordia myxa , 

Coriandri femen, 

D. 9 j.—31. 
Carnachini pulvis , 

’'"Corn plafter, 
Gorn-rofe, 

Cornu cervi, 

D. 3fs.~32. 
Cornu cervi liquor, 

D. fs.—3ij. 

-oleum, 

D. gtt. x.—gr. xl. 

----fal. 

D. gr. v.—gr. xx. 

--fpiritus, 

decodtum, 


57 C 57 s 
574 
236 

i 33 

526 
583 
19s 
133 

4 1 3 
413 

4 i 3 

4*3 
294 

302 
273 

Corn us foe m in a. See Spina cervixa. 
Cofhnary, 103 

Cortex Chime . See Cort. Peruv. 

FLAY. 

Corticis exterioris aurantii Hifpa- 
lenfis conserva, 339 

D. 3 

- Peruviani infufum, 287 

- Peruviani extras. 393, 398 

-- Peruviani tinSi.Jimp. 320 

Count Paimer’’s powder , 440 

Cowhage, 139 


D.|4— ffefs, 

-gelatina, 

uftio, 





























INDEX. 


Cow-itch, 

139 

Cow flip, 

198 

Crabs’ claws. 

117 

Crabs’ eyes, fo called, 

117 

Cream of tartar, 

449 

Cream of tartar. See Tartar. 

Cremor tartari, 

449 

D- 3 2 “li* 


Creta, 

134 

D. 3R—32. 


--, e pul vis compofitus 

fine 

opio, 

523 

D. 3 fs.— 3 j. • 


--, cum opio, 

5 2 3 

D. 3 j.—Dij. 


Cretacea mixtura. 

6;o 

D. fij.—^iv. 


* DOt’.O, 

670 

Cretaceus pulvis, 

.522 

Cretae oleum. See Ammonite 

AQUA. 


-- trochifci. 

533 

Croci extradfum, 

396 

-iyrupus, 

345 

D - 3 J-— 3 U- 


-tinftura, 

322 

Crocus, 

i 34 

—- fativus , 

134 

D. gr. v.—9j. 


-— antimonii medicinalis, 

5 °i 

-antimonii mitior. 

5 QI 

—- of antimony. 

502 

—-Mart is aperiens, 

466 

_-aftringens, 

466 

-— metaltorrm, 

502 

Croton cafcarilla , 

141 

■- lacdferum, 

169 

Cryftalline forms of different falts, 


439 

Cr'Vftaliifcition, its different modes 

fpecified, 

co 

-,-of falts, 

43 6 

Crvilals of tartar. 

448 

Cubebae, 

134 

D. gr.-v.—3j. 


Cuckow flower, 

119 

*-- pint, conferve of. 

339 

Cucumbers, garden , 

i 35 


Cucumber, wild, ■preparation of 281 
Cucumis agicftis, 135 

■- colocynthidis, 131 

-hortenfis, 135 


Cucumis fa thus, 15$ 

—- melo, 181 

Cucurbitaefemen, 135 

- lagenaria , 135 

Cummin feed, 137 

.-eflential oil of, 361 

.-plafter, 586 

Cumini cafaplafma, 601 

- eymini, 137 

*Cupri ammoniati aqua, 470 

D. gr. v.—gr. xxx. 

* -pilulae, 537 

-vitriolati aqua compofita, 

470 

Cuprum, 135 

- natfoum , 135 

* - ammoniacum 470 

- vitrioli , 26a 

CurafTao oranges, 103 

Curcuma, 136 

-- long a , 136 

D. 3 j-—3J* 

Curfuta, 137 

Curfutse rad. 137 

Currants, 263 

* -, black, fyrup of, 346 

Cycas circinalis , £24 

Cydonia mala, 137 

*Cydonii mail feminum mucilago, 

30a 

Cydoniorum fyrupus,- 345 

Cymini femen, 137 

D. 9 j-—3]. 

-- lem. ol. effent. 361 

Cynofbati fruftus, 137 

Cynofbati fru&us conferva*, 3^0 

D. 3ij.—Jj. 

Cyperi longirad. 137 

Cyperus, long, 137 

Cyprus turpentine, 251 

D. 

Da&yli fruftus, 138 

Daify, common,. 107 


Damafk plumb. Tittle black . See 
Pruna gallica. 

Damafk rofe, 

Damafk rofe water. 

Dandelion, 

* Dandelion, extract of, 

Danewort, 

Daphnes tnevsevei , 


220 

374 > 377 

138 <; 

394 ; 
141 ' 
l82 
































INDEX. 


Dates, 138 Dill feeds, eflential oil of, 360 

Datura firamonium, - 245 Dilute nitrous acid, 427 

j Daucus carota, 138 Difcutient cataplafm, 601 

Daucus Creticus, 138 *Diftillata aqua, 375 

Daucus fylveftris, 138 *Diftilled water, 375 

D. 3j.—3j. Diftillation, how performed, 53 

Dead nettle, 170-of two kinds, what, 53 

Deadly night fhade, 239 Dittany of Crete, 139 

Deadly night-lhade plafter, 586 Dittany, white or bafiard, 147 

Decodfa diuretica, 298 Diuretic ale, 315 

Decodtion for a glyfter, 300-bolufes, No. 2. 547 

- for a fomentation, 300 Diuretic decodtions, 298 

Decoctions,Fomentations, and-draught, No. 4, 576 

Mucilages, from p. 493 to --infufion, 293 

p. 303. -julep, 573 

Decodtions in water, 283-powder, 530 

Decottum album , 294 Dock, 170 

— — - -antifebrile, 296 Dock, great water, 170 

... -antihedlicum, 296 Dog-berry tree. See Spina Cer- 

— aftringens, 297 vina. 


300 Dog’s mercury. See MercuriA- 
. ■'» - commune , 300 lis herba. 

-febrifugum, 297 Dogrofe, 137 

--pro fomento, 300 Dolichos, 139 

-- '.pefloraky 295- prurient, 139 

Deflagration, what, 61 Domeftic glyfter, 580 

Delphinii Jlaphis agria , 243 *Doronicus Germanicus, 140 

Dens leonis, 138 D. gr. ii.—gr. xii. 

D. § j.—§4* Dorftenia contrayerva, 133 

Deobftruent compositions of dif- Doveri Pulvis, 524 

ferent forts, 53 8 > 539 Dragon’s blood, 229 

Deobftruent eledtary, 559 Draughts, 569 

Depuration, different modes fpe- *Drink with chalk, 670 

cified, 48 Dropwort, 145 

Defpumation of honey, 273 Dulcamara, 140 

Detergent gargle, 579 Dwarf elder, 141 

Detonation, what, 61 Dy achy loti, 584 

Diacodion, 34 6 Dyfenteric bolufes, No. 2, 548 

Dianthi caryophylli, 121 * Dyfenteric powder, 529 

Diaphoretic bolufes, No. 3. 547 Dyfentery, eledary again ft, 552, 

-draught, 575 558 

•-julep, 57 2 

Diffatnnus albus, 147 

Didtarcjnus Creticus, 139 

Digeftive ointment, 599 

•Digeftive powder, , 5 2 9 Earths, 22 

•Digitalis folia, 139 -;-folutions in different a- 

-- purpurea , 139 cids, . 22, 23 

D. gr. fs. —gr. ij. --, not foluble in different 

Dili, 9 1 acids > *4 
























INDEX. 


Earths, infipid, 67 

Earths, abforbent, 67 

-■, medical effects of, 67 

- - , their power of deftroying 

acids, Tables of, 68,69 

- not diffoluble in acids, 69 

Earth, argillaceous, 70 

-, hard cryftalline, 69 

Eau des CarmeSy 381 

* F.au de Rabely 432 

Eau de Luce , 425 

Ebuli folia, See. 141 

Eel’s liver, 92 

Egg oil, 283 

*Elaterio, pilulae ex, 543 

Elaterium, 135,281 

D. gr. fs.—gr. iv. 

E lather ia, 141 

Elder, common black-berried\ 228 

Elder berry, infpijjated juice of 

a'79 

Elder ointment, 594 

Elecampane, 142 

Electaries, 531 

Ele&arium aromaticum, 399 

--alterans, 558 

--caflia;, 552 

D. 3*1.— 3 *ifs. 

--caryocoftinum, See 

SCAMMONII ELECTARIUM, 


Ele£tary of catechu, 
Eleftarium chalybeatum, 


pro gingjvis, . 
h gum mi guaiaco, 


Eie&ariurr. fenna?, 553 

D. 

-fi liens, 56a 

Elemi, gum, 141 

D. gr. x.-~3fs. 

Ekutheria, 141 

D. gr. x.—3fs. 

Elixir of healthy 329 

-- paregoricuvjy 328 

• -proprietatis vitriolicum, 333 

--- proprietatisy 

- facrujtiy 

• - falutiiy 

— ftomachicum, 


*Elm bark, decoftion of, 

D. Jiv.—ftfs. 

*Elm tree , 

Elutriation, what, 

Emetics, their power, 

Emollient cataplafm, 

- gargle, 

-glylter, 

Emplajlrum ex ammoniaco cum mcr- 

curtOy 386 

Emplaftrum ammoniaci cum hy- 


333 

335 ' 

329 

317 

300 

263 

59 

6 ll 

579 

580 


drargyro, 


554 
No. 3, 

Eleftarium e cortice Peruviano, 
No. 6, 561 

,_— deobftruens, 

__*- ad dyfentericos, 


559 
55 2 * 

558 

560 

559 


ex helleboro nigro, 559 niaco. 


■ -— Joviale, 560 

«-«—t—— ad nephriticos, 560 

-nitrofum, 560 

- .. opiatum, 557 

-paralyticum, 560 

—- pe&orale, 553 

- ...... purgans acidum, 561 

*.—--terebinthinatum, 362 

■ -thebaicum, 557 

Ele&ary of fcammpny, 553 


586 

anodynum, 582 

anodyno - difeutiens, 

n . 589 

antihyfieri unty 383 

afafoetidae, 583 

attrahensy 5 8 3 

de belladonna, 586 
cantharidis, 388 
calidum, 589 

caerulcut/iy 587 

ccphalicuniy 584 

cerae compofitum, 1583 
cereuniy 583 

de cicuta cum ammo- 

584 

ad clavos pedum, 583 
commune y 384 

commune adhcefvumy 

585 

commune cum gummiy 

585 

commune cum mcrcurioy. 

587 


cumini, 

defenfivunty 


586 

586 
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Emplaftrum gummofum, 3S3 
--ad herniam. See Em- 


PiASTRUM THURIS COMPOS. 


——-hydrargyri,. 

5 »7 

--ladani co 

rnpofitum, 


588 

--lithargyri, 

584 

-lithargyri compofitum, 


585, 586 

——————— lithargyri cum hydrar- 

gy ro > 

587 

-lithargyri cum relina, 


385 

--picisBurgUndicae com- 

pofitum, 

584 

----refi nofirm, 

*85 

—- rehorans, 

5S6, 387 

<-faponaceum 

388 

•-faponis, 

388 

-fimplex, 

583 

—- f.omacbicum , 

588 

-luppurans, 

589 

—--tnuris compontum, 587 

- n> feat or turn) 

388 

Em pyre urn a, what, 

53 

EmuUio Arabica, 

565 

- cum aro, 

568 

D. |fs,- 5 i. 


Emulffon, camphorated, 

366 

E,mufo communis , 

565 

EmuUio oleofa, 

567 

-oleofa fimplex, 

367 

-oleofa volatilis, 

5 6 7 

purgans, 

366 

Emulsions, 

565 

Sadi via, 

142 

Enema de amylo, 

579 

-anod\ num, 

579 

--anticolicum. 

580 

-aftringens. 

380 

-com m u’ne, 

380 

-domefticum, 

580 

-emolliens, 

5 "° 

•-—• foetid um, 

5 0 

•-opiatum, 

579 

----purgaru, 

380 

—-terebinf iinatum, 

i;8o 

Mhs Venerij) 

467 

E-nula campana, 

142 

d. ai.— 3i- 


Ex .urn campaass exuacturo, 39a 


Epithema volatile, 423 

Epithems, 601 

Erucae femen, 1^3 

Ervngii radix, 143 

D- 3 J’-— 3 ;i i- 

Eryngium maritimum , 143 

Eryngo, .143 

Kryftmi alii aria fol. 82 

Eryfimum, 143 

-—. officinale^ 143 

Ethiopic pills, 340 

Evaporation, how performed, 32 
Eupatorium cannabimim, 143 
Euphorbium, 144 

Euphorbia officinarum , 144 

Expressed and inspissated 


JUICES, 277 

Exprelfion, how performed, 33 
Exficcation, its different modes, 

56 

Extemporaneous volatile aromatic 
fpirit, 424 

Extinction, what, its ufe, 38 

Ext rad of lead. See Plumbum. . 
Extraction, different modes lpe- 
cified, 47 

Extract by long digestion, 

400 

-WITH RECTIFIED SPI¬ 
RITS, 394 


WITH SPIRIT AND WA¬ 


TER, 397 

-- WITH WATERS, 390 

-, general miss for making 

them , 390 

Extradlum catharticum , 399 

Eye ointment, 393 


Extradum Martis. See Vinum 

FERRI. 


F. 


Fat, ic2 

Faecula?, whet fo called) 37, 281 
Faenicui, fem. aq. 374, 376 

D. Jij.—jiv. 

Faeniculi fem. oleum eiTentiale, 361 
Faeniculus dulcis, 146 

D. 3 i.—3 i. 

Fnenugreek, 147 

Fatnum Graecum, 447 






































INDEX, 


Fetid glyfler, 580 

-julep, > 573 

Featherfew, wild, 179 

Febrifuge decodtion, 397 

Febrifuge powder of cra anius. 
See Regulus Antim. MED^C^- 

N A L IS. 

Febrifuge wine, 313 

Fennel, common, 146 

Fennei flower, 188 

Fennel feeds, efTential oil of, 361 

Fennel feed water, 374, 376 

Fern, common male, 145 

Ferri ammoniacalis tindtura, ' 324 

D. 3 i.—3 ij. 

Ferri muriati tinftura, 324 

D. gtt. x.—3 fs. 

*Ferri fquamae purificatae, 465 

D. gr. vi.—3 fs. 

Ferri tindtura, 324 

Ferri vinum, 308 

D. 3 i.— 3 fs. 

Ferrum, 144 

D. gr. vi.—3 fs. 

Ferrum ammoniacale, 467 

D. gr.ij.—gr.x. 

• ■- ■ ■ — ammoniatum , 467 

*Ferrum tartarifatum, 467 

P-.g r - U--g r - x * 

Ferrum vitriolatum, 262, 468 

D. gr.i.—gr. vi. 


Ferrum vitriolatum exficcatum, 

442 

* Ferrum vitriolatum uftuin, 

467 

Ferula afa fasti da. 

99 

Fetid pills, 

53 « 

Feverfew, 

179 

Ficus carica , 

121 

Figwort, 

235 

Figs, 

121 

Idlings of iron prepared. 

465 

Filipendula, 

I 45 

fpmea, 

*45 

Filix mas. 

* 4 ? 

D. 31.-3 fs. 

Fir tree, 

76 

Fifli glue, 

163 

Five emollient roots, 

263 

Five opening roots, 

263 

Flake lead. See Cerussa 

ACE- 

TATA, 

Fiammula Jovis, 

246 


Flax, common, r 75 

-, purging, 173 

Flea wort, 21a 

Flefli glue. See Sakcocolla. 
Flores Benzoes, 43a 

D. gr. x.—91. 

Flores Bcnzolni, 452 

Flores martlnles , 467 

Flores zinci , 473 

Flower or meal, 256 

Flowers of Benzoins, 432. 


Flowers in chemical operations, 
how diftinguiflied from fubli- 


mates, 53 

Flower de luce water, 152 

Fluids, different weights, Table of, 

40 

Fluids, folubility of, Table of, 
Fluxes, what, 

- reducing. 


42 

6r 

61 

61 


Flux, black, what, 
Fomentations. SeeDECOcxiONs. 


Foffile tar, oil of, 

404 

Fotus anodynus, 

301 

-aromaticus, 

301 

- communis , 

300 

-roborans, 

301 

Four carminative flowers, 

266 

-- capillarv herbs, 

266 

•-cordial flowers, 

266 

-greater cold feeds, 

266 

•-- greater hot feeds, 

266 

-lefler cold feeds, 

266 

-lefler hot feeds, 

266 

Fox-glove, 

139 

Fragaria, 

H7 

-- wfca. 

147 

Fran aula. See Spina CERVINA. 

Frankincenfe, 


Fraxinella, 

147 

Fraxinus, 

148 

--- excel jior , 

148 

French lavender, 

245 

Fucus vejiculofus 

215 

Fuga deemonum.. See Hype 

RICUM. 


Fuliginis, fpiritus,fal, oleum , 416 

Fuliginis tindtura, 322 

Fuligo lignorum combuftorum, 148 
Fumaria, 14.3 

•- officinalis , 148 

^Fumigation powder, ^29 

Fumitory, *48 


















1 N D E X. 


Furnaces, the different kinds, 32 
Fufion, how performed, 59 

— . . for what purpofe 5 ufed, 59 


G. 

Galanga minor, 

Galangal, 

Galbani pilulae comp. 

D. 9fs,—3 fs. 
*Galbani tin&ura, 

D. 3 i.— 3 iij. 

Galbanum, 

D. gr. x.~ 7fs. 

Gall®, 

D. gr, x.—3 fs. 

Galls, 

Gamboge, 

Gambogia, 

D. gr. ij.—gr. xii. 
Gambogia, pilulae de, 
Garden mint, 


148 

148 

538 

323 

148 

149 

149 

149 

149 

539 
18 x 


Gentian® ttnBura compoJlta y 317 

P* 3 i—3 iij* 

Gentiana vinurn co?npojitum y 307 

* Gileadenfe balfamum, 104 

Ginger, 265 

Ginger, fyrup of, 349 

* Ginger, tinfture of, 332 

*Ginfeng, ici 

D. 3i.—3 i. 

Gladiolum luteum, 152 

Glafs of antimony, 509 

Glecoma hedcracea y 153 

Glycyrrhiza, 152 

’ D - 3 fs -—3*- 

* - glabra , 152 

Glycyrrhiz® extraftum, 391 

. 0-3 i —3 ft. 

Glycyrrhiza? trochifci, 533 

Gnaphallum arcnarium . See Stce- 

chas. 

Gold, 102 

Gold, fome obfervations upon, 462 
Goldilocks. See Stcechas. 


Garlic, 

82 

Golden rod, 

261 

Garlic, oxymel of. 

35 1 

Golden ftcechas. See Stcech 

AS. 

Garlic, fvrup of, 

343 

Gourd, 

*35 

Gargarifma aftringens, 

579 

Gout bitter powder, 

529 

—--commune, No. 2,. 

579 

Gramen caninum, 

*53 

-emolliens. 

5"9 

Granatum, 

*53 

—--detergens, 

579 

D. gfs. —3 fs. 


Garg ARISMS, 

578 

Granulation, what, 

58 

Gel urbani radix , 

121 

*Gratiola, 

I 53 

Genifta, 

150 

D. 9 fs.—3 fs. 


D. 9 i.—3 i. 


- officinalis. 

*53 

Genijla Canaricnji$ y 

*73 

Green bafilicum ointment, 

59* 

*Geoffr®a, 

*5* 

Green tea, 

*5 5 

*•- inermis , 

1 5 * 

Green vitriol, 

262 

*Geoffr®® decottum. 

298 

Ground ivy, 

*55 

Gentian, 

*5° 

Ground pine, 

126 

Gentian, compound infufion 

of, 

Guaiaci tinftura ammoniata, 

32a 


289 

D- 3 k—3 fs- 


Gentian, compound tindure of y 

317 

Guaiacina tinftura volatilis , 

322 

Gentiana, 

*5° 

Guaiacinum elixir, 

332 

D. 9fs.—3 i. 


Guaiacinum vinum, 

3*4 

• -- lu/eely 

150 

*-cum helleboro, 


*37 

124 

391 


Gentiana purpurea , 

Gcntiana centaurcum y 
Gentian® extra&um, 

D. 3fs.—3ij. 

Gentian® infufum compofitum, 

289 

I iJ —l ir. 


314 . 

*Guaiacinum volatile elixir, 32a 
Guaiacum, 154 

D. 3 fs. —3 k 

- officinale , 154 

Guaiacum, ammoniated tin&ure 
of, 32a 


\ 













I K D E X. 


Guaiacum eleitary, 559 

Guaiacum, elixir of, 332 

*Guaiaci oleum, 403 

*Guaiacin:n, oil of, 403 

Guaiaci refina, 396 

Guaiacum, refin of, 396 

Guaiacum wine, 314 

*-with hellebore, 314 

Guilandina moringa , 187 

Guinea pepper, 207 

*Gum arabic,.mucilage of, 302 
-elemi, compound ointment 


of, 592 

- - hedcra, 155 

-plafter, 585 

Gummi rubrum ajlringens, 167 

Gums, an elefrary for, 560 

*Gum tragacanth, mucilage of, 302 


H. 

Haematites lapis, 

Haematoxyli decoitum, 

-extrailum, 392, 

D. 3 fs.—3 fs. 
Hamatoxylon Campechianum , 
Hairy wild poppy, v ‘ 
Halicacabi , 

Hartfhorn, 

Hartihorn, the burning of, 

- -, decoition of, 

-jelly, 

Hart’s penny-royal, 

-tongue, 

Haufhis anodyno-diureticus, 

-anfiemeticus falinus, 

-- catbarticus, No. 2. 

- catharticus falinus, 

-diaphoreticus, 

■-diureticus, No. 4. 

Heart’s eafe, 

Hedera arborea, 

- - — helix, 

.- terreftris, 

Hedge hyffop, 

—*— milliard, 
*Helleborafter, 

D. 3 fs.—3 i. 

Hellebore black, eleitary of, 
Hellebore white) 


*55 

297 

398 

*74 
198 
82 
i 33 
2 74 
294 
302 
213' 

*75 

576 

574 

575 
575 


*55 

*55 

1 55 
*53 
143 

156 


559 


156 


^Hellebore white, decoition of, 299 


*Hellebori albi decoitum, 299 

-*-nigri extraitum, 391 

D. gr. ij.—3 fs. 

——-tinitura, >325 

D- 3 j—3 *• 

Helleborus albus, 156 

E>. gr. i-—gr. v. 

—*- fcetidus , r 

-niger, 157 

D. gr. x.—3 i. 

Hemlock, 127 

-dropwort, 191 

--■-, infpiJTatedjuice of, 280 

-plafter, with ammonia- 

cum, 584 

Hemp agrimony, 143 

-'feed, 118 

Henbane, common wild or black) 160 
Henbane, oil of 283 
Hcpar antimonii , 5 02 

Hepatica nobilis, 158 

Hcpar fulphuris) 4 ^^ 


Herba Britannica. See Hydrola- 
pathum. 

lierba pedicular is. See St APHIS 
agria. 

Hcrbe aux poux . See Staphis agria. 


245 

Herb Ben net, 12* 

Herb mercury, 18r 

Hermodaitylus, r$8 

Herniaria, 158 

- r glabra y 158 

Hiera p':cra , 528 

Hip tree, 137 

Hips, conferve of, 340 

Hippocaftanum, 159 

Hippofelinum, 139 

--- Theophrajli) 159 

Hordei decoitum, a«r 

D. I iv.-ffc fs. 

-decoitum compofitum, 295 

D. % iv.—jfe fs. 


Hordeum, 


diftichum, 

Gallicum, 

mundatum, 

perlatum, 


*59 
*59 
1 59 
*59 
*59 


Hoffman’s mineral anodyne liquor. 


Ss 


43a 

































INDEX. 


I-Iog’s lard, 103 

Mutton fuet. See Axungia, 103 

Hog’s tkrd, ointment of, 594 

Hog’s lard, preparation of, 272 

Hog lice,' 183 

Hog’s fennel, 203 

Honey,' 179 

Honey, acefated, 330 

Honeys, medicated, 330 

Hops, 17.7 

Horehound, white, 178 

Horminum fativum, 139 

Horfe chelnut, 139 

Horfe radifh, 313 

Horfe radifh, compound fpirit of, 

388 

Jiusnulus lupinus , X 77 

Hungary water, 382 

Hydragogue julep, 373 

Hydrargyri calx alba, 490 

*Hydrargyri muriati folutio, 486 

* -pilulae, 339 

D. 3 fs.—3 j. 

* -—-folutio fimplex, 481 

* -fyrupus, 368 

Hydrargyrns cum fulphure, 478 

D. 3 j—3 i. 

*Hydrargvri tabula praeparationum 
variarum ex audtore Schwediaur, 

493 

Hydrargyrus, 94 

D. | fs.—| iv. 

-acetatus, 477 

D. gr. i —gr. x. 

« - ■ — - ealcinatus, 482 


D. gr. fs.—gr. ij. 

- cum creta, 

I), 3fs.—gfs. 
-• muriatus, 


D. gr. 


-gr. fs. 


477 

483 


muriatus corrofivus, 

D - g r - _ 483 

- - - muriatus mitis , 487, 

D. gr. i.—gr. xii. 488 

*Hydrargyri muriati mitis pilulae, 

^ 54 ° 

* Hydrargyrus muriatus praecipi- 

tatus, 488 

__—.-- nitratus ruber, 482 

•-purificatus, 477 

* -.— praecipitatus cinere- 

us, 479 


Hydrargyrus cum fulphure, 478 
D. 3 i.— 3i. 

-fulphuratus niger, 

N. 3 j.— 3 j. 478 

-— fulphuratus ruber, 

D. gr. x— 3 fs. 479 

--p'itriolatus, 491 

D. gr. fs.—gr. iv. 

Hydrolapathum, 170 

Hyojiyamus luteus. See Nicotian A. 

* -niger, 160 

-fucc. fpiflat. 16: 

* ---, Oil oJ\ 283 

Hypericum, 160 

D- 3j—3J- 

- — - pcrjoratam , 160 

Hypociftis, 161 

Hyffopi aqua, 374, 376 

Hyffopus, 161 

—-- officinarum ccerulea , five 

fpicata , ' 161 

Hyfteric bolus, » 349 

-julep, No. 2. 571 


I. 


Jack by the hedge, 82 

Jalapae extradtum, 398 

, D. 3 fs.—3 i. 

Jalapae refina, 393 

Jalapii tindtura, 323 

D- 3 i *—1 &• 

Jalapium, , 161 

D. gr. x.—3 fs. 

Jalappa, pilulae de, 337 

*Jalappae pulvis compofitus, 523 
Jamaica pepper, 207 

*- wa ter, 3 74, 3 7 7 

Japan earth, decoction of, 299 

Japonic decodtion, 293 

Japonica tinffura , 324 

J apostle# terras deco Bum , 299 

Japonicum infufum, 289 

Japonicum decodtum, 293 

Jafminum Arabicusn , 130 

Jafminum, 162 

- officinale , 162 

Ichthyocolla, 163 

Iliac bolus, 549 

























INDEX- 


Imperatoria, 


STRUA, 


163 

163 
60 
186 

WATER, 

289 

IN DIFFERENT MEN- 

263 


ojirutblutfiy 
Incineration, what, 
Indian nard, 

Infusions in boiling 


-IN WATER, 

Infufum alcalirtum, 

-amarum, 

D- |ij—^iv. 

Infufum amarum fmpleX) 

•-amarum purgans, 

■ amarum cum fenna, 


-- antifcorbuticum, 
cephalicum, 


Infufion of cinnamon, 
Infufum diureticum, 

-paralyticum, 

Infufum fenna commune , 
Injecftio'balfamica, 

•-mercurialis, 

Injections, 

Inula helenium , 
Ipecacuanha, 

D. gr. x.—3 fs. 


283 

292 

289 

289 

289 

289 
292 

292 

2 93 
293 
293 

290 
581 
581 
578 
142 
163 


D. 3 fs.—3 fs. 

524 

—--— tin&ura. 

309 

d. 3i—I ls - 


--vinum, 

3°9 

D. 3 i.—Jfs. 


Iris florentina, 

163 

D. 3 j.—3 j. 


- paluftris , 

152 

•- pfcudecorus , 

152 

- tuberofa , 

i 5 8 

Iron, 

144 

Iron, preparations of, 

464 

*Iron feales purified, 

465 

-vitriol of, dried, 

442 

Ifchiadic cataplafm, 

603 

Ifinglafs, 

163 

. Jfs nobilis , 

133 

*J u glans, 

i6 5 


Jalapium foetidum, 

•---hydragogum, 

fiftens, 


573 

573 

669 


Julepum e camphor a, 

► — ■■<• cardiacum, No. 2, 57P 

• • XT S7a 

-carminativum, No. 3, 571 

Juleps, 569 

Julepum hyftericum, No. 2, 571: 

- — e mofehoj 570 

-refrigerans, 57 r 

-ftomachicum, No. 2, 571: 

Juniperi baccse, 166 

3 f s.~3 j. 

— .- - communis , 1661 


• - baccarum rob, 


394 - 

166 


regia.) fee Mat. Med, 163 
Julapium ammoniacum, 571 

-antihyftericum, 572 

--diaphoreticum, 572 

diureticum, 572 


Juniper berries, 

-berries, rob of, - 394 

— .. - berry, effential oil of, 359^ 

361: 

Juniperi comp. aq. 38 7 

Juniper, compound fpirit of, 387 
Juniperi ol. elT. 361; 

D. gtt. ij.—gtt. x. 

Juniperi fps. comp. 387 

D. 31 *—I fs - 

Juniper us Lycia, 192 

-.- Sabina, 223 

Ny, ’ 15S 


K. 

Kali acetatum, 446 

D. 3j.— 3 J. 

- impurum , 128 

-muriatum. See Ammonite 

aqua. 

Kali nitration , 18S 

*Kali praeparatum, 407 

D. gr. x.—3 fs. 

-, prepared water of, 408 

-priEparati aqua, 408 

D. 3 fs—3 jfs. 408 

*-e puro calx, 410 

—— puri aqua, 409 

D. gtt, x.—gtt. xl. 

*-purum, 409 

--fulphuratum, 460 

o——• tartarifatum, 44a 

D. 3 ij .—1 i. 

3 s a 


































INDEX 


Kali vitriolatum. See Ammoniae 

Lavendulae flor. ol. eflentiale, 

36 ^ 

AQUA. 


D. gtt. 1.— -gr. v. 


-vitriolatum, 

442 

*- fpiritus, 

382 

3 D*—J i- 


D. 31.—Jfs. 


Kcmpferia rotunda , 

264 

-- — fpiritus comp. 

382 

*Kino, D. gr. x.—3 fs. 

167 

D. 3fs.— 3 ij. 


Kino tindlura, 

324 

Laurus, 

171 

Kermes, 

x 66 

D. 9 fs.—3fs. 


• - , confedtion of, 

349 

- nobilis , 

171 

* - mineralis, 

508 

- cafia. 

123 

Kermefinus fyrupus* 

346 

- cinnam. 

129 



fajfafras. 

232 


L. 

Lac, 168 

Lac, gum re.fin, 169 

--iiick. 1 

i—— feed, £ SteLACCA. 

-ftiell. } 

Lac fulpburis , 4.60 

Lacca, • 169 

Laccae tindlura, 324 

Laftis faccharum, 452 

Ladtuca vii'ofa, 1 70 

--fuccus fpiflat. 

D. gr. i.~gr. m 

Ladanum, 169 

D. gr. x.—3 fs. 

Ladannm compound plainer, 
Ladies’ fmock, 

Lady’s mantle, 

Lakeweed, 

Lambatives, 

Lamium album, 

Lapathum, 

Lapis calcar cits purus reccns ufus , 1x3 

■-medicamentofus, 316 

■*Lateritium oleum, 404 

Laudanum liquidum, 327 

--—-- See Qpii Vi- 

NUM. 

Lavender, 


588 

11 9 
81 
199 
563 
1 70 
170 


171 

compound fpirit of, 382 

--, cotton, 76 

-—.—-, eflential oil of, 359, 362 

-fpirits of, 382 

Lavendula, 171 


D. 3 i.~ 

• fp ica > 

■ jlcecbas. 


- 3 ls. 


Laufskraut. See Staphisagria. 
Laxative whey, 303 

Lichen caninus , 172 

-cinereus terreflris, 1 72 

*-Iflandicus, 173 

Lignorum decodtum, 296 

, D. I iv.—Ibfs. 

-elTentia, 337 


1 ?r 
245 


eflentia concentrata, 337 
Lilium album, 174 

- candidum , 174 

Lignum aloes , 80 

-Rhodium, 173 

-tindlile Campechenfe, 174 

D. — 31. ' 

Liguflicum Icvif icum , r 72 

Lilium convallium, 174 

Lily of valley, 1 74 

Lime tree, 234 

-water, 288 

* -, liniment of, 599 

*Limonis corticis aqua, > 374 
-corf; oleum eflentiale, 

D. gtt, ii.—gr. iv. 362 

-fucci fyrupus, 346 

D. 31.—3ij. 

Limonum fuccus, et cortex, 173 
Lindtus aeidulus, 364 

Linctus’, orLoHocHs, 363 

---- folutivus, 364 

Linden tree, 254 

Lingua cervina, 173 

Lini infufum, 29a 

Linimentum album , 397 

-ammoniae, 597 

* - ammonias fortius, 597 

* -aquae calcis, 599 

-anodynum, 399 

■■ -— ■ » ■■■ ■ haemorrhoidale, 599 





































INDEX. 


^Linlmentum camphor® compofi- 

, , 59 s 

oleofum compofitum, 
600 


turn, 


-opiatum, 

- faponaceum , 

* -— fimplex, 

• -tutiae, 

--- volatile , 

Li niments, 

Linfeed, 

Linfeed, infufion of, 

-r-r lohoch, 

Linum catharticum, 
—-fativum, 

■ ujitatiffimum , 


422 

422 

598 

596 

4^3) 597 

590 

*75 

292 

563 

*75 

J 7 S 

*75 

247 


Liquidambra Jlyr acijhia, 

Liquor anodynus mineralis Hoff- 
manni, 432 

Liquorice, 152 

* -with opium, troches of, 

o -n 534 

Litharge. See Plumbum. 

-plafter, 584 

--compound plafter, 585, 

586 

-plafter with quickfilver, 

• 1 5 8 7 

--— plafter with refin, 585 

.—-- vinegar of, 306 

*Lithragyri acetata aqua, 472 

* -- ■— acetata a\qua compojita , 

472 

Liverwort, aft-colouredground, 1 72 . 

.- eatable , 173 

— .— eryngo-leaved , 173 

- •-— noble y 15 S 

Lixiva acetata, 446 

-purificata, 411 

-—:—etartaro, 407 

-tartarifata, 449 

-vitriolata, 442 

-vitriolata fulphurea, 443 

Lixiviumfaponarium , 409 

Lobelia, 176 

Lobelia fyphilitica y 176 

Logwood, 174 

.. - decoction of, 297 


extracts, 392, 398 
Lohoch ex amylo, 563 

t-balfamicum, 564 


Lohoch commune, 563 

- de lino, 563 

- de manna, 563 

•-- faponaceum, 563 

- de fpermate ceti, 563 

Lohochs, or Linctus’,, 563 

Lopeziana, ■ 176 

Lotio faponacea, 422 

Lotions, 578 

Lovage, 172 

Loufe-wort* * SeeSTAPHis agria. 
Lozexnces, or Trochei, 532 

LujuJa, 176 

D-Ii.-Jij. 

Lujulae fol, conferva, 339, 340 
D. 3U*—J 1 '* 

Lunar pills, 4^4 

Lupini albi fern. 177 

Lupulus, 177 

Lutes, 36 

Lycoperdon, 177 

—— —■» lovijlay 1 77 


M. 

Mace, eftential oil of, 362 

Macis, D. gr. x.—91. 177 

- oleum eflentiale, 362 

Madder, 221 

Maetzius’s aftringent fpecific, 516 
Magiftery of bifmuth, 515 

Magnefia alba, 440, 443 

D. 3fs.--.32. 

— - . - vitriolata , 2 2 C 

D. 32 -— fl. 

* -ufta, 446 

D. 31.-31. 

* -trochifci, 333 

Maidenhair, Englijh , 256 

-—--- true, 79 

Majorana, 177 

D. 3 i.—31. 

Mala, 178 

Malacca bean, 90 

Male fpeed well, 2 5 § 

Malicorium. See Granatum. 
Mallow, J77 

Malva, D. 3fs.—31. 177 

- fylvejlris , 177 

Malva vepbcnaca , § r 

Ssa 






































INDEX. 


Manna, 178 

D. 3 fs.— 3 *. 

Manna flake 1 See Man- 

• -- factitious. 3 na. 

• - ex fraxino orno. 178 

-- lohoch, 563 

• - thuris. See Olibanum. 

Mar ant a galanga , 148 

Marigold, garden, 114 

Marjoram, eflential oil of, 362 

• - fweet, 177 

-- wild, 196 

Marjoranse oleum eflentiale, 362 

Marfli-mallow, 86 

Marfh-mallows, decoction of, 295 

■---, fyrupof, 343 

Marfli trefoil, 236 

Marrubium, 178 


D. Si.:—31. 

•-- album vulgare, 178 

Mars faccharatus, 466 

— folubilis, 7 See Feb rum 
—— tartarifatus. 3 


fulphuratus, 


ammoni acale, 
466 

Martial aethiops, 466 

Martis limatura, 46; 

-lixivium, 468 

• .. - in fpiritu falls tinclura, 324 

Marum Syriacum, 178 

' D. afs.-^fs. 

Mafter-wort, 163 

Maftichtree, 172 

Maftiche, 179 

D. Sfs.—3fs. 

Materia medica, 63 

the arrangement of, 64 


by Cullen, 


Matricariae fol. 

<.■ ■ ■ — parthenii , 

May lily, 

Meadow faffron, 

* — 

■*— 


-, oxymel of, 
•, vinegar of. 


64 

179 

179 

1 74 
13° 
351 
3°4 
39 
179 

34 6 

521 


Meafures, 

Mechoacanna, 

Mcconio e Jyrupus , 

Medicinal compositions, 
Medicinal crocus of antimony, 501 

——-regulus of antimony, 5 03 

-- ftone, <|i6 

--substances, the pro¬ 
perties and relations of, 3 


Mel, 


*79 

D. 31.—Si; 



acetatum, 


3 So 

D. 31.— 3 U* 



—•— JEgyptiacum, 


35a 

- rofaccum , 


35 i 

D. 31.-32. 



Melampodii tinaura. 


325 

Mel an ofn egma , 


230 

Melafles. See Saccharum. 


Melifla, D. 3fs.—Qa, 


j8o 

■- officinalis , 


1.80 

-aqua, 

374 , 37 <> 

-aq. comp. 


381 

Melilotus, 


1S0 

Mellis defpumatio, 


273 

Mellita, 


3 5 ° 

Melee veficatorius , 


nB 

Melonis femen, 


181 

Melons, 


iSr 

Menftruum, what, 


42 

Mentha cervina , 


213 

-- piperitis, 


181 

D. 3fs.— 3 ij. 



.— — piperita , 


i8t 

pip. ol. eflentiale, 


363 

D. gtt. i—gtt. ij. 



-— putegium , 


212 

-~ fativa, 


l8l 

D. 3 fs.— 3 iij, 



--. viridis , 


l8l 

—-infufum, 


286 

-■ pip- aq. 

374 > 

377 

D.Jij— 3 1V - 



-pip. fp. 


387 

D. 31.-39. 



—--fativae aq. 

374 ) 

377 

D. |ij.—Iiv. 



-— - conferva , 


339 

....— ol, eflentiale, 

363 

D. gtt. i,—gtt, iv. 


-- f P- r 


3 8 7 

D. 3 i.—^fs. 



—,-- vulgaris conferva , 

339 * 340 

Menyanthes trifoliata , 


256 

Mercurialis herba. 


181 

—,-. annua , 


181 

Mercurial injection, 


581 

Mercurli corrojivi fublimati Jolutio , 

--- - panacea, 


489 

Mer curly s t 


94 







































I N D E X. 


Mercurius alcalifatus, 477 

■- calcinatusy 482. 

.-corallinus, 483 

«-- corrojivuspracipitatus, 482 

•- ruber, 482 

-- fublhnatus vel 


Mithridatium, 
Mithridate muftard, 
Mixtura antidifenterica, 

--cardiaca, 

-diaphoretica, 

■ ad phthifin. 


555 

254 

573 

574 

573 

574 


albtiSy 

483 

-camphorated, 

669 

—- dulcis fublimatus. 

487 

*-camphorated, with myrrh,, 

- 1 - emeticusfiavus. 

*49 1 


669 

- - preecipiiatus albas. 

490 

•—~~ camphorated, with vinegar, 

-faccharatus, 

478 


670 

—- - vitae, 

5 11 

-with chalk, 

670 

Mercury, Englifti herb, 

hi 

-with mufk, 

57 ° 

--- of iife, 

5 11 

Mixtures, 

569 

Mercury, preparations 

OF, 

Mori fvrupus, 

346 


476 

D- 3 U- 


Metallic preparations, 

462 

Moms, 

183 

■-- COMPOUND PREPARA- 

- nigra, 

183 

TIONS, 

516 

Mofchata mixtura, 

57 ° 

Metals, 

24 

D. Ifs.—§ij. 


Meurn athamanticum, 

182 

Mofchus, 

184 

*Mezerei decocfum, 

298 

D. gr. ij.—91. 


*-radicis cortex, 

182 

Mofchus mofchifcrus, 

184 


D. gr. 1.-— 3fs. 
Mezereon, 

Mica thuris. See Olieanum. 
Miid antimonial emetic, 
Milder common cauftic, 

--crocus of antimony, 

— muriated quickfllver. 


Miilefolii fol. 

Milfoil, 

Milii fern. 

Milk, 

.- of almonds, 

- of ammoniacum, 

*Millepedarum conferva, 

___ praeparatio, 

.--- vinum, 

Millipedae, 

D. 3 1 -—33- 

Millepedes, wine of, 310 

Miller, 183 

Mill, mountain flax, 175 

Mimofa catechu , 162 

. Nilotica, 78—154 


182 

5°3 

410 

5 °* 

488 

183 
183 
183 
168 

5 6 5 

566 

339 

275 

310 

183 


Mugwort, 

Mulberry, 

Mulberries, fyrup of, 
Mullein, 

Muriated antimony. 


98 

183 

346 

250 

510 


or corrofive quickfllver, 
483 


Muriatic acid, 

Mu (broom, dujly, 

Mu/k, 

Muftard, 

Mutton fuet, preparation of, 
Muftard whey, 

Myriffiica officinalis, 

D. gr. V. — 3 i. 
Myrifticae fps. 307 

D. 3b—ffs. 
Myrobalani, 

Myroxylon Peruiferum , 

Myrrha, D. gr. x—3i.. 
Myrrha pulvis compofitus e, 
D. 3i.—^i. 


Mineral Substances, 

21 

Myrrhm et aloes tinft. 

Minio, trochifci de, 

533 

——- elixir compojitujn, 

Minium, 

47 1 

•- extradlum gummofum , 

Minium. See Plu mBUM. 


■■■■■■■.. tinftura, 

Mint, infulion of, 

386 

D- s 1 -— 3 *- 


428 

177 

184 
239 

272 

303 

190 

38S 

185 
104 
185 
5 2 S 

326 

335 

39.4 

326 


S s 4 

































INDEX. 


"Myrtus etrborea. arotnatlca . See Pi¬ 
per Jamaicense. 

Myrtus pimenta , 1 20 7 


N. 

Naphas aqua, 101 

Nardus Indica, 186 

Nafturtium aquaticum, 186 

D. !?.— 16 . 

.Nafurtium hortenfe. See Nasturt. 

AQUATIC. 

Natron loracicatutti , ‘ ill 

* Natron impurum , 106 

*Natron praeparatum, 41s 

D. gr. x.— Jfs. 

♦Natron tartarifatum, 450 

D. 3ft—Si- 

■^Natron vitriolatum, 444 

D. 

*Natrum antiquorum , 

Negro oil bufli, 

Nepetae folia, 

catarirz , 


Nephritic eleCtary, 
Nephriticum lignum, 
Nerium antidyfentericum, 
Neroli effentia, feu oleum, 
Nep-mint, 

Neutral salts, 
Nicotianae folia, 

D. gr, fs.—gr. v. 

• -• tabaci, 

• --- minor, 

• -rilftica 


See 


,106 
219 

187 
187 
560 
187 
132 
101 
187 

434 
187 

187 

Nicoti- 


Nucis mofchatse oleum eflent. 

D. gtt. ij.—v. 
Nucleus amygdal. commun. 
Nutmeg, 

- eflential oil of, 

Nux mofchata, 

D. gr. v,—3i. 

—— piftachia, 

Nymphaea alba, 

O. 


363 

88 

190 

363 

190 

191 
191 


Oak, Jerufalem, 

- tree bark, 

Oats, 

Odoriferous balfam, 

-fpirit, 

CEnanthe crocata, 

Oils, empyreumatic, 

-, essential. Directions how 

to obtain them, 333 

essential. A table of the 
quantity obtained from dif~ 


11 r 
214 
101 
554 

383 

191 

403 


ferent vegetables , 

- ■ — and bitumens, 

Oily emulfion, 

- - Ample emulfion, 

Ointments, 

*01eum ammoniatum, 

— - amygdalae, 

D. 

.——— oleum animale, 

D. gtt. x.—gtt. xl. 


Qlea Europcea, 
—— lini. 


S u 


367 

21 

567 

590 

597 

282 

405 

192 

*75 


^Nicotianae vinum, 

3 11 

Oleum ovi, 

^283 

Nigell femen, 

188 

--- qlivarum immaturutn. 

See 

■- fativa. 

188 

OlivjE. 


Nightfhade, woody, 

140 

—.—- fulphuratum, 

459 

Nitrated quickfilver, 

ointment of, 

D. gtt. x.—gtt. xx. 


59 1 

Olibanum, 

192 

•-filvei*, 

462 

D. gr. x.— ^fs. 


Nitrum fixum, 

410 

Olivae, earumque oleum, 

192 

Nitri trochifci, 

534 

D. |fs.— I'u 


Nitrous acid, 

427 

Olive tree, 

192 

—- eleCtarv, 

560 

Omphacinum. See Olivae. 


**-* powder, 

4405 53 o 

Onion, 

124 

Nitrum, 

188 

Onifcus afflux, 

183 

Nitrum purificatum, 

440 

Operations, pharmaceutical. 

D. gr. x.— 

Sfs. 


A2 

-.. ftibiatum. 

S °4 

Opiated confe&ion, 

557 




















I N D E X, 


Opiated ele&ary, 557 

- glyfter, 579 

. . - liniment, 422 

*Opiatus pulvis, 525 

D. gr. v.—aj, 

*Opii pilulae, 543 

D. gr. ijfs.—gr. x. 

>—-— tin&ura, 326, 327 

D. 3fs.—32. 

*-tinfrura ammoniata, 328 

--tin&ura camphorata, 328 

B. 31.—|fs. 


-vinum, 

Opium, 

D. gr. fs.—gr. ij. 

--- opii extraitum, 

—-purificatum, 

wine of, 


3 1 1 
193 


400 

275 

3x1 

104 

422 

i 95 


Opobalfamum, 

Opodcldock, 

Opopanax, 

D. gr. x.—3fs. 

Orange peel, fpirituous water of, 

386 

- fyrup of, 344 

*-water, 374 

Oranges, Seville, joi 

Orchis, 233 

Orchis mafcula , 233 

Origani ol. eflentiale, 359, 363 
D. gtt. 1.—gr. 2.- 

Origanum, 196 

- <i julgare, 196 

D. gr. v.—3i. 

OriganumCreticum. See Origanum. 


■ di 3 a ninus , 
• major ana , 


Orpiment, 

Orris, Florentine , 
Oryfos, lemen, 

*- fativa , 

Oxalis acctofclla, 
Oxylapathum, 
Oxymel pe&orale, 
Oxymel fcilliticum, 
D. 3fs.~ 
Oxyniel Jimplex , 


■3 1 - 


139 

177 

97 
165 
196 
196 
176 
170 
35 1 
35 ^ 

35° 


P. 


PiEonise rad. 
Fd’onia officinalis. 


196 

* 9 $ 


*Pale rofes, fyrup of, 347 

- - rofe water, 374 

Palma Chrijli. See RlCINUS. 

Palm oil, 196 

Palmae oleum, 196 

Palmam r'eferens arbor farinifera . 

See Sago. 

Panacea lapfcrum , 140 

Panax qiiinquefolium , 131 

Pa/z defangue, See KlNO. 

Panfies, 260 

*Papaver album, 197 

- .— fomniferum , 197 

--— erraticum, 198 

Papaver r heeds, 198 

*Papaveris albi extraftum, 39.2 
Bp gr. 1.—gr. v. 

-- albi fyrupus, 346 

D. 31.— 3 ij- 

-—. erratici fyrupus, 347 

B- 3 J.— 3 U- 

Paralyfis, 198 

Paralytic ele&ary, $60 

-infufion, 293 

-ointment, 599 

Parlley, common , 205 

Pareira brava, jq8 

D. 3fs.—31. 

Parietaria, . 199 

-- officinalis, 199 

B. 9 fs.— 31. 

Parfneps, 199 

Pafque flower, 213 

Pajlinaca opopanax , 195 

Pat|inaca fativa, 199 

--'fylveftris, 199 

Pearl afh, 128 

Peach tree, 199 

Pectoral bolus, 549 

- eleftary, 553 

- oxymel, 351 

-- pills, 542 

- fyrup, 347 

Peg-root. See Helleborus Niger. 
Peliitory, bajlard, 21a 

——-of Spain, 213 

— -- - of the wall, 199 

Penny-royal, 21a 

-eflentialoilof, 339, 363 

-- water > 374>377 

Pentaphyllum, 199 


D. 3fs,—31. 
































INDEX. 


Pepper, Jamaica, eflential oil of, 


363 

• -* long, 206 

D. gr. v.— 3 i. 

— -- black, 206 

- mint, 181 

- - mint, eflential oil of, 359, 

363 

- mint, fpirit of, 387 

■ - mint water, 374., 377 

■ - fton'e crop, 236 

Periclymenum ,. reSlum foliis laurinis , 

Curtice acri aromatico. See WlN- 
TEKANX CORTEX. 

Perflcaria nrens, 199 

Perficae mali flores, 199 

Peruvian bark, 200 

--- red t 203 

— - yellow , 203 

--decoftions of, 298 

• -ele&ary, 561 

.--— extraft of, 393, 398 

.-refin of, 396 

• -_ infujlon of 287 

Peruvian! corticis tinftura volatilis , 

J). 3fs.~3ij. 320 

*Peruvianum baifamum, 104 

D. 3 i.—31. 

Peruvianns cortex, 200 

3 '- 3 'J* * 

*Peruvianus cortex, 203 

• - Jtavus, 203 

----—- ruber, 203 

Petalorum rofarum pallidarum, 374 
Petrolei oleum, 404 

D. gtt. v.—gtt. xv. 

-- Barbadenfe, 404 

Petroleum, 204 

D. gtt. x.—-gtt. xxx. 

- - Barbadenfe, 203 

- fulphuratum, 458 

D. gr. x.—gr. xx. 
Petrofelinum vulgare, 205 

D. 31.-32. 

Pucedanum, 203 

-- officinale, 203 

Phcenicis dadlyliferce, 138 

Phagedsenic water, 579 

Pharmaceutical preparati¬ 
ons, 271 

Pharmacy, definition and divi- 
fi-on of, 1 


Philonium Londinenfe, 
*Phofphorated foda, or 
fixed alkali, 

Phthifis, bolus againft, 

mixture againft, 


Picese pilulae, 

Pile liniment, 

*— ointment, 

Pilulae aloeticae, 

Pilules aromaticcs, 

— - iEthiopicaa, 

*—- ecphraclicee, 

cocci#, 

-- — eephradliesepurgantes, 538 

-foetidae, 538 

- gummofa, 538 

-lunares, 464 

*- mercurtales, 539 

-pacificae Starkey. See PilU- 


. 557 

mineral 

444 

574 

574 

544 

599 

591 

536 
523 

549 

528 

537 


LM OPII. . 

— pedtorales, 
- Plummer i, 

— robolantes, 
Ruffi 


542 
540 
544 
542 

Pills, 536 

-of aloes with colocynth, 537 

* -aloetic with myrrh, 34a 

-of Bacher, 544 

—— compound of afiifetida, 538 

-compound of calomel, 340 

*■-compound of rhubarb, 54a 

* - of copper, 537 

* - - of elaterium, 543 

-— compound of galbanum, 338 

-of gamboge, 539 

-of jalap, _ _ 537 

-of mildmuriated quickfilver, 

. 540 

—— of opium, 543 

—-— of quickfilver, 339 

-offcammony with aloes, 337 

-of fquills, 542, 543 

-of ftorax, 341 

*Pimenta2 aqua, 374, 377 

D. 32.-54. 

Pimento, 207 

D. gr, v.—31. 

-vel pimentaefps, 387,388 

D. 31.—Jfs. 

Pimpernel, 90 

Pimpinella anifum , 9a 

Pimpinelbe faxifragas varia, 205 












































INDEX. 


Pi tut a farcocolla , 

231 

Pinus abies, 

76 

—— picea, 

76 

.. fylveflris, 

208 

Piony, male and female, 

196 

Piper caudatum , 

*35 

-- citbebu, 

i 34 

-Jarpaicenfe, 

207 

■-Jamaicenfis ol. eflen. 

363 

-Indie um, 

207 

D. gr. v.—3fs. 


--longum, 

206 

D. gr. v,—3i. 


.-nigrum, 

206 

D. gr. v.—0i. 


Pijlathia lentifeus , X 

72,179 

.- terebinthus , 

251 

- niera. 

I 9 I 

Piftachio, 

191 

Pitch ointment, 

594 

Pix Burgundica, 

208 

•— liquida, 

208 

D. 0i.—31. 


Plantago caulfera. See Psyllium. 

►..latifolia, 

209 


209 

—,- pfyllium. See Psyllium. 

Plantane, cotnmon 1 


broad-leaved ., I See 

Plan- 

.—,—.- feptinervia , )> tago LATI- 

■ .. quinquiner- [ FOLIA. 

via. J 


Plasters, 

582 

Plumbum, 

209 

Plumbum uftum. See Plumbum. 

Plumbum uftum, 

47 1 

Poifon tree, 

2 55 

.-- wood, 

2 55 

Polvere albo Romano , 

440 

Polygala Senega, 

237 

Polygonum hydropiper , 

199 

Polygonum biftorta, 

110 

Polypodium filix mas, 

i 45 

- vulgare , 

210 

Pomatum, 

594 

Pomegranate, 

*53 

Pompholyx. See ZiNCUM. 


^Ponderous earth. 

106 

Poplar, black, 

211 

Poppies, white, fyrup of, 

346 

•- wild, lyrup of, 

347 

Poppy, the large garden , 

197 


Poppy, red. , 198 

- white , 197 

Populus balfamifera, 249 

-— nigra, air 

Porrum, 211 

Portulaca, 211 

- oleracea , 211 

Pot-alh, 128 

Potentilla replans, J 99 

Potefius’s antihe<ftic, 516 

Poudre des Chartreux , 508 

- de. Scnlinelli , 440 

Powder of aloes with canella, 528 

•- of aloes with iron, 52S 

- of aloes with guaiacum, 528 

—*- aromatic, 528 

-— againft the bite of a mad 

dog,. 5 22 

- cephalic, „ 527 

- of chalk', 52a 


compound of alum, 527 
compound of amber, 527 
compound of arum, 52s 
compound of afarabacca. 


527 

- compound of chalk with¬ 
out opium, 523 

- with opium, 523 

- compound of cerufs, 523 

- compound of contrayerva, 

524 

- compound of crabs’ claws, 

523 

* - compound of jalap, 525 

* -compound of ipecacuanha, 

5 2 4 

-- compound of myrrh, 523 

» " compound of fcammony, 

5 2 5 

- compound of fcammony, 

with aloes, £2$ 

- with calomel, 526 

. . compound of fena, 52Q 

-- compound teftaceous, 523 

— . . compound of gum traga- 

canth, 527 

- . - againft the king’s evil, 530 

• -— opiated, 523 

• -- of tin, 474 

Powders, 321 

Precipitated fulphur, 460 

fulphurofantimony.,507 











































INDEX. 


Precipitation, how performed, 51 
Preparations, the more fimple, 

271 

. . .. OF SOME BODIES 

that will not diffolve in water, 

272 

■ . ...... - - of verdegris, 271 

---of antimony, 271 

- 1 ——-- of coral, 271 

,-—.... — of chalk, 271 

-.— ofcrabs’claws,27i 

— ----—.— of calamine ftope, 

271 

.— -of oyfter fhells, 


271 

. . —r -—-■■■ — - of amber, 271 

•-..-r— oftutty, 271 

Primula user is , 198 

Proof fpirit, 243 

Prophvla&ic vinegar, 305 

Pruna Gallica, 2 1 1 

———fvlveftris, 21 r 

- . fpinofa , 21 r 

Prunella, 211 

— - vulgaris, 211 

Prunes, common , or French , 211 

Pruhi fvlveftris conferva , 341 

D. 3 'j-~ 

Prunus cerafus, 124 

- domejlica , 211 

Pfy Ilium, 212 

Ptarmica, 212 

Ptcrocarpus Santolinus , 229 

Puffball, 177 

Pulegii aqua, 374, 377 

D- 12,—34. 

. ol. eff. 363 

D. gtt. 1.—gtt. v. 


D. 31.—31 ij- 

Pulegium, 212 

D. gr. x.—32. 

— — ——cervinum, 213 

Pulparum extra ft io, 274, 

Pulfatilla nigricans, 213 

*•--— nigricantis extra^lum, 391 

Pulvis Algerothi, 5 r 1 

--- antilyflus. See Lichen ci- 

UERETJS TERRESTRIS. 

—-arthriticusamarus, 529 


.- c an thruJianus. SeeKERMES 

MJNERALIS. 


Pulvis carminativus, 530 

-- cephalicus, 527 

* -digeftivus, 529 

-diureticus, 530 

* -dyfentericus, 529 

* -fumalis, 529 

- mercurii cintre'us , 479 

*- -nitrofus, 330 

-roborans, 530 

- fa nutatorius, £2 7 

—-ad ftrumas, 530 


fypticus Helvetii. See Alu- 


minis pulvis compositus. 

---vermifugus, 

Punica granatum , 

Purging acid ele&ary, 

— -— bitter infufion, 

— .- deobftruent pills, 

-emulfion, 

-glyfter, 

Purification of zinc, 

Purified nitre, 

- quickfilver, 

Purflane, 

Pyrethrum, 

D. gr. 3.—gr. x. 
Pyrus cydonia , 


531 

*53 


561 

289 



580 


473 

44 ° 

477 

2ir 

213 


137 




Quafiia, D. gr. v.~3fs. 2x4 

•5- amara , 214 

- fmarouha , 238 

Quercus cortex,' 214 

D. gr. x.—3 Ts. v 

- rohur , 214 

-marina, 213' 

Quick, grafs, 153 

•-lime, 

- filver, _ 94 

>. . — with chalk, 477 

*— .. .— ointment, 591 


■--- milder ointment of, 

--— plafter, 

— .. purified, 

-— with fulphur, 

Quince, 

*-- feed, mucilage of, 

Quinces, fyrup of, 


592 

587 

477 

47 8 

137 

302 

34 S 
















































R. 

Raphani aq. comp. 388 

* -fps. comp. u 388 

^ D - 

Raphanus rufticanus, 21c 

D. 3i.—31. 

Rhapontic, 218 

Raifins. See Vitis vinifera. 

--- of the fun, 263 

Rafpberry bufh, 222 

Rafpberries, fyrup of, 346 

Rattle-fnake root, 237 

Realgar and rifigal of the Arabi¬ 

ans, 

Rectified fpirit of wine, 

Red aftringent gum, 

* -currant bufti, 

-lead, 

— — - lead troches, 

-port, 

■-nitrated quickfilver, 

* -role, 

— — rofe, conferve of, 339, 

* -fulphurated quickfilver, 

Regia tindura feu eflentia, 

Regulus of antimony, 

Refin, yellow ointment of, 
Rhabarbarum, 

D. gr. x.~32. 
Rhabarbari tin<R. 

D. ffs.-^ij. 

* -tin^f. compofita, 

D. Ifs.-Jij. 

t - vinum, 

D. Jfs.— 32. 

*Rluei tin£h amara, 

Rhamno e cathartiio fyrupus , 

Rhamnus cat liar ticus , 

Rhaponticum, 

*Rhasi cum aloe tin&ura, 

—- ■ ■ — infufum, 

* -pilulae comp. 

* —,— tin&ura dulcis, 
vinum, 


index. 

. Rhubarb, 


97 

242 

167 

218 

471 

533 

239 

482 

.220 

340 

480 

336 

506 

59 1 

2 i6 

328 

3* *8 

3x0 

328 
348 
241 
21S 

335 

291 

542 

329 

310 


2x6 

- tin&. of, 328 

- with aloes, tinft. of, 33^ 

- bitter tin&ure of, 328 

- compound tindlure of, 

328 

- infufion of, 

- fweet tin£hireof, 
wine of, 


Rhus toxicodendron ,• 
Ribes nigrum, 

Ribes rubrum , 

Ribefia, 

*Ribis nigri lyr. 

D - 3i- 

Rice, 

Ricini oleum, fee Mat 
D. 39.— 5 i 

Ricinus, 

-:-- communis , 


32 . 


Med. 


291 

329 

310 

255 

219 

218 

218 

346 

196 


Ripening eataplafm, 

Rocket, 

Rock-oil, 

- fait, 

Roman vitriol of the 
other foreign writers. 

TRIOLUM VI R IDE. 

Roman vitriol. See VitrioLum 

CCERUEEUM and VIRIDJi. 

wormwood, 


219 

219 

dor 

143 

204 

226 

Italian and 
See Vi~ 


Rorifmarini ol. elfentiale, 

D * g t( \ 3*—g tf * v. 

— - ■ — fpiritus, 

_ D - 3i-—3 ;i i* 

Rofa Damafcena, 

D. 31—31. 

*- cent folia , 

——- rubra, 

D. 3 x.—3!. 

— Gallic a, 

fylveftris inodora, 


77 

5$> 

382 

2 20 

220 

220 

220 

137 

304 


Rofaceum acetum, 

*Rofarum pallidarum fyrupus, 347 
D. 31.—32 


Rhenilh, ^ 

Rheum pahnatum , 

259 

216 

•-— tin&ura , 

Rofae Damafcense 

291 I 

aqua, 374, 377 

- rhaponticum , 

218 

D. 32. 

— 34 - 

Rheumatic bolus, 

Rhodii ligni ol. effentiale, 

55 ° 

-infufum, 

291 

3 6 3 

D. §2.- 

-ftfs. 

Rhodium, eflential oil of, 

363 

Rofae mel, 

*r X 

R h odod endron chry fan them u m, 218 

D. 3 i. 

“3 >j‘ 





















I N D E X: 


Rofae rubrae conferva , 

339 ) 34 ° 

D. 3.5j. ^ j. 



•-fyrupus, 


347 

D- 3 b—3U* 



Rofemary, 


220 

Rofemary, effential oil 

of, 

359 . 



1 363 

—--, fpirit of, 


3S2 

Rofe ointment, 


594 

-fyrup, 


347 

-wood, 


I 73 

Rofes, honey of, 


35 1 

-, infufion of, 


291 

-, dried fyrup of, 


348 

Rofis de ficcis fyrupus, 


348 

Rofes, vinegar of, 


304 

Rosmarinum, 


220 

- officinale , 


220 

D. gr.x.—3ij. 



Royal tindture or elience, 


336 

Rubi Idsei fyrupus, 


346 

D. 3 b— 



Rubia, D. 3 fs.—3j. 


221 

Rubia tinttoruniy 


221 

Rubus Idaeus, 


222 

-— vulgaris, 


222 

- fruticofus , 


222 

Rue, broad-leaved. 


222 

-, conferve of, 

339 ) 340 

——, effent. oil of, 


364 

—— water, 

374 ) 378 

Rumex acutus 1 


170 

— . aquaticus, 


170 

Rupture wort, 


158 

R ule us, 


222 

—- aculeatus , 


222 

Ruffian pot-afh. 


128 

Ruff of heel prepared, 


465 

Ruta, D. gr.xv.—3 ij, 


222 

—----- graveolensy 


222 

Rutae aqua, 

374 ) 37 » 

—— - conferva, 

339 : 

> 340 

—-extradtum, 


391 

D. gr. x.—3j. 



Rutae ol. effent. 


360 

S. 



Sabina, 


223 

D. gr. x.—3 fs. 



Sabjnae aqua, 

374 ) 378 

- extra#. 


392 

D. gr. x.—3 fs. 




Sabinee ol. effent. 364 

*-tin#ura compofita, 335 

D. 9fs—3j. ' 

Saccharum non purificatum, 223 

■ -purificatum, 223 

—-bis co#um, 223 

-. candum, 223 

- - ■- Saturni , 472 

Sacchari fyrupus> 342 

Sack, 259 

Sacred tinfture, 307 

Saffron, 134 

■ -, extra# of, 396 

-, fyrup of, 343 

-, tin#ure of, 322 

Sagapenum, 224 

D. gr.x.—3fs. 

Sage, 227 

- of virtue , 227 

Sago, 224 

Saint John’s wort, 160 

Sal alcalinus fixus vegetabilis pur if- 
catuf , 41r 

Sal alcalinus foffilis purificatus, 412 
Sal ammoniac, 225 

-purified, 441 

Sal ammoniacus, 225 

D. 9fs.— 3 j. 


-purificatus, 441 

Sal antihyfericum , antihypochondria 
cum,febrifugum % &c. See Ammo¬ 
nite aqua. 


Sal catharticus amarus, 

22 c 


— catharticus Glauberi, 

444 

D - 3U*—li- 

1 

1 

468 

— commune, 

— digeftivum Sylvii. 

226 

See Ammo- 

KITE AQUA. 

- diureticuSy 

446 

— effentiale acetofae, 

45 1 

< — gemmae, 

226 

— marinus, 

227 

■— Martisy 

468 

- muriaticus, 

226 

— - polychreflus , 

443 

— ftanni, 

474 

- . See Stanni fulvis. 


Sal fedativus, ; 454 

mm. volatilis falls amnion. 414 


























INDEX, 


Salep, 22% 233 

Saline aromatic fpirit, 434 

Salitron. See Soda purificata. 
Salix, 227 

- f ra gfiih 22 7 

Salvia officinalis, 227 

D. gr. xv.—3 ij. 

• -falvatrix, 

• -naturae conciliatrix. See 


Salvia. 

— fclarea , 


Sambuci cortex, 

D. gr. v.—3 j. 
Sambucus, 

-- ni^ra. 


ehuli. 


*59 

228 

228 
228 
14 r 
188 


SafTafras, 


D. |iv—Jb fs. 
D. 3i.—3 i. 


SafTafras root, efTent. oil of, 

D. gtt. ij—gtt. x. 
Saturnine tincture, 

Satureia, 

•- hortenjis , 

Satyrium mas, 

Sauce alone, 4 
Savin, 

Savin, compound tinfture of, 

■-, efiential oil of, 

-water, ' 374, 

Saunders, yellow j 
red, 


3 $ 9 * 
364 

329 

233 

233 

233 

82, 

223 

335 

364 

3/8 

229 

229 

233 

11a 


Saltpetre, 

Salts, and saline preparations, 

407 

-, fixed alkaline, 407 

Salts, volatile, alkaline, 412 
Sandaracha of the Greeks, 97 

Sanguis draconis, 229 

D. gr. x —3 ii. 

Santalum citrinum, 229 

Santalum rubrum, 229 

D - 3 f s—3J'- 

Santolina chanuecyparijfus , 76 

Santonicum, 230 

D. 3 fs— 3 j. 

Sapa, why fo called, 279 

Saponaceouslohoch. 563 

Sapo purificatus, 421 

Saponaceous lotion, 422 

-plafter, 588 

Saponaria, 231 

Saponaria officinalis, 231 

Sapones, . 230 

D. 3 fs —1 fs. 

Saponis linimentum compofitum, 

422 

Sarcocolla, 23 r 

D. gr. xv.—3 fs. 

Sarfaparilla, 231 

, D - 3 j-— 3 J* 

*Sarfaparillae decoftum, ' 299 

E>. J iv.—lb fs. 

*-—— compofitum, 299 


Savoury, fummer, 

*Saur kraut, 

*Scammonii cum aloe, pulv. com. 
pofitus, D. gr. x.—3 j. 525 

♦---cum calomelane, £26 

D. gr. x.—3 j. 

■---eleftarium, 533 

D. 3 J-— 3 J* 

-refina, 396 

Scammonio e pilulas cum aloe, 

537 

-e pulvis compofitus, 

D. gr.x—3j. 525 

Scammonium, 233 

D. gr. v.—3j. 

Scammony, refill of, 396 

Scandle is chare fold fol. 123 

•Schwediaur’s table of various 

493 
234 


preparations of quickfilver, 
Scilla recens , 

D. gr. v.-—gr. xv. 

- maritima , 

Scilla e trochifci, 

Scillae acetum, 

D. 3 fs—3jfs. 

*-conferva, 

D. 3 j.~ 


232 


— exficcatas, 

D. gr.j.— 

— mel, / 

D- 3 j~ 

— oxymel, 

D. 3 fs.- 

— pilulae, 

D. 3 fs. 

— tin ft ura, 

D. 3 fs.- 


■3J- 

-gr. iij. 

-3 U- 
~3 J* 
- 3 1 

-3 5 i- 


634 

534 

304 

339 

273 

35 2 

35a 

542 , 54^ 

329 























I N 15 E X'i 


*•—— vinum, 

311 

Sennae' tindiura, 

329 

Scilliticus fyrupus, 

348 

D - 3 5 J-— 1 J- 


Scorbutic ale, 

3 i 5 

*Sennae tindlura compofita, 

329 

-whey, 

3°3 

Septfoil, 

255 

x-wine, 

312 

Sericum, 

237 

—— ■ ' wine of Muntingius, 

313 

Serpillum, 

238 

Sclnrece , 

J S 9 

Serpentariae tindhira, 

330 

Scordium, 

235 

D. 3 i.—39. 


D. 3 j.—31. 


Serpentaria Virgin iana, 

238 

Scoria, what, 

59 

D. gr. x.—3fs. 


Scorification, what, 

60 

Serum fcorbuticum, 

3°3 

Scorzorlera, N 

2 35 

—i-folutivum, 

303 




amca, 


235 


Scrophularia vulgaris, *33 

Scurvy grafs, compound juice of ‘ 

2 78 

Scurvy grafs, garden , 130 

— -fea, 130 

*» —. .., goldert fpirit of, 384 

-> purging fpirit of, 384 

-—, fpirit of, 383 

Sea holly, 143 

-—oak, 215 

— onion, 234 

— fait, 227 

-fide beech,- 128 

-—- wormwood, 77 

—- wormwood, conferve of, 339, 

340 

■—wrack, 213 

Sebeftena, 236 

Sedative fait, 454 

Sedum acre, 236 

Self-heal, 211 

Seneka, 237 

D. 3j.—3ii. 

Senekae decodtum, 299 

Senna, D. 3j.—3k 236 

*Senna, compound tindture of, 

329 

x-, el edl ary, 553 

-, limoniatedinfufion of, 290 

-, fimpie infufion of, 290 

tartarifed infufion of, 290 


*Sennae extradhim, 393 

' > D. gr. x.— 3 fs. 

Sennae infufum fimplex, 290 

D. | ij.—5 iv. 

.--infufum tartarifatum, 290 

D. I ij-—I iv. 

Senna e pulvis compofitus, 526 

E>. 3 j*— 3 J- 


u 


See Helleborus niger. 


Setterwort, 

Settle wort 

Sevi ovilli praeparatio, 272 

Seville orange peel, conferve of, 
3 39 » 340 

Sevum ceti cryfiallifatum, 240 

^Shepherd’s purfe, ir3 

Sialagogue troches, 535 

Silelian earth, no 

Silk, 237 

*Silk-worms’ bags, 237 

Silver, 94 

Silver, preparations of, 462 
*Simarouba, , 238 

D. gr. x.—3 fs. 

^Simple cerate, 597 

* -liniment, 598 

* -ointment, 593 

* -folution of quickfilver, 

481 

* -- fy™p, 342 

Simples,general rUles for. the 

COLLECTION AND PRESERVA¬ 
TION of : from the vegetable, 
animal, and mineral kingdoms, 
266, 267, 268, 269 
Sinapeos ol. 230 

D.^fs.-Ji. 

-ferum, 303 

Sinapi, 239 

D- 3 J—2 fs * 

- nigrum , 239 

Sinapifma, 602 

Sifonis ammeos , 87 

Sifymbrium aquaticum , 186 

Sium nodiflorum fucc. 239 

D. § iv.—|x. 

Slaters, 183 

Sloe, conferve of, . 341 

Sloes, 211 




















INDEX. 


Smilax china , 

126 

Spigelia, 

241 

— - pfeudo-china, 

126 

Spigelia MariJandica , 

241 

- farfaparilla , 

23 r 

D. gr. x.—3y. 


Snake-root, tin&ure of. 

33 ° 

Spignel, 

182 

Snake-root, Virginian, 

238 

Spikenard, 

186 

Snakeweed, 

X xo 

Spinas cervinas. 

241 

Sneezewort, 

212 

D - 3 j.- 3 .U- 


Soap cerate, 

599 

--fyrupus, 

348 

—, compound liniment of, 


D - 3 J-— 3 ! J. 


-, white, 

230 

Spirits, diftilled, 

378 

-, foft, common, 

230 • 

Spirit of fait dulcified, 

434 

—— black ditto, 

230 

- nitre dulcified, 

433 

•- plafler. 

q8S 

Spirituous tinctures, 

316' 

-.purified, 

421 

- waters distilled. 

Soaps, 

230 

General direflions for 

obtaining 

Soap-wort, 

231 

them, from the EdineurghPhar- 


* So da , 

* - muriata , 

•*-phofphorata, 

—- vitriolata , 

• purificata, 


Soft un&uous fubftances, 

Solatium dulcamara, 

Solatium lethale, 

Solidago <virga aurea , 

Solutive lohoch, 

Solvend, what, 

Solvent, what, 

Solution, 

Solution of muriated quickfilver, 

486 

Soot, tinfture of, 

Sorrel, common, 

efiential fait of, 


to6 

226 

444 

444 

412 

. 71 
140 

239 

261 

564 

42 

42 

42 


*Sour crout, 
Southern-wood, 
Spanilli flies, 
Spartium fcoparium 9 
Spear-mint, 


322 
78 
45 * 
* 12 , 

7 6 
118 
150 
181 

,, conferve of, 339,340 
•. .. efiential oil of, 359, 

3 6 3 

-, fpirit of, 387 

- water, 374> 377 

Species aromatica , 528 

Specificum adftringenpMaetzii, 516 
Sperma ceti, 240 

D. 3j<—31". 

597 
563 

597 


D. 3 j.—Si- 

cerate, 

lohoch, 

ointment, 


MACOPCEIA, 

Spiritus anifl comp. ^ 
-aetheris nitrofi, 

£>• 3^*—3U- 

* -antiftericus, 

— - Myndereri , 

-- nitri dulcis , 

--- nitri Glauhcri , 

• - falinus' aromaticus, 

- falls ammoniaci dulcis. 

-falls dulcis, 

— - falis marini Glauleri , 


3 S 5 

385 
433 

386 
,'448 
433 

427 
424 

> 423 

433 

428 

--- vini tartarifati. See Al¬ 
cohol. 

Spiritus vinofus camphoratus, 335 

---redlificaius, 242 

D. 3 rs -~3'j- 

— -.-tenuior, 243 

D. 3j.--.3fi. 

Sp’ritus vitrioli dulcis , 43 r 

— ---- tenuis , 426 

■-- volatilis aromaticus , 424 

•-volatilis aromaticus . ex- 

temporaneus, 424 

--- volatilis fatidus, 424 

— -- volatilis olcofus , _ 424 

-- volatilisfalls amnion. 41 £ 

volatilis fuccinatus, 42 c 

D. 9 fs.—3fs. 

Sponge, the burning of 273 

Spongia, 243 

Spongia officinalis , 245 

-ufta, 273 

D. ^fs.—31. 

Spunk, 81 

Tt 









































INDEX. 


Spurge olive, 

*$purge olive, deco&ion of, 
Squill, 

-bolus, 

^Squills, conferve of, 

— -, the drying of\ 

* -, honey of, 

-, oxvmel of, 

- 1 fyrup of, 

* -, t in ft u re of, 

-, vinegar of, 

* -, wine of, 

Stag’s-horn, 

Stoechas, 

-, Arabian, 

--, French, 

Stannum, 

Stannum pulveratttm , 

D. 3J.—3V1. 
Staphis agria, 

D. gr. iij.—gr. x. 
Starch. See Triticum. 
-lohoeh, 

* -, mucilage of, 

-- glyfter, 

Stavesacre, 

Steel, 

■- wine, * 

•Stinging nettle, 

Stinkincr bear’s foot, 

O 7 

-orach or arach, 

Stomach troches, 

Stomachic catapiafm, 

-—. elixir, 

-- j u lep, No. 2 , 

.♦Stomachic wine, 

Storax in the cane, 

- in the lump, 

-, red, 

-, common, 

* - —, liquid, 

— -, the purifying of, 

Stramonium, 

Stralburg turpentine, 
Strawberry bull], 
Strengthening fomentation, 
- plafter, 

— ---pills, 

Stronger common cauftic, 
♦Strongeft common ca.ufiic, 


1S2 

298 

234 

55 ° 

339 

273 

352 

35 1 

348 

329 

3°4 

133 

245 

245 

245 

244 

474 

245 


563 

302 

579 

245 

144 

308 

263 

i 5 6 

101 

535 
603 
317 
571 
3 ix 
216 
216 
216 
216 

247 

274 
245 
25 a 

*47 

301 

587 

544 

530 

410 

409 


Styptic folution. See ViTRioLtm 

CcERULEUM. 

Styrace e pilulae, 541 

Styracis purificatio, 274 

Sty rax benz.de , 107 

-A-* calamita, 246 

D. 31s.—jfs. 

- officinalis , 246 

-liquida, 247 

Sublimates, how diftinguifhed in 
chemical operations from flow¬ 
ers, . 

Sublimation, how performed, 55 
Substances, animal and vege¬ 
table, 70 

- EXTRACTED FROM 

VEGETABLES BY EXPRESSION, 

&c. 277 

Sued fcorbuticiy 2/8' 

D. 3 ii.—fvi. 

Succino e pulvis compofitus, 527 
Succinated volatile fpirit, 425 
Succini oleum, See ano- 

- re£tifi~ V malous 

catum, 3 Salts. 

D. gtt. x.—gtt. xxx. 

Succini fal et oleum, 455 

D. "gtt. v.—gtt. xv. 

fal et oleum purificatum, 

455 
330 
247 


et reftificatum, 
tindlura, 


Succinum praeparatum, 

D. 3fs—31. 

Succory, wild, 127 

♦Succus aconiti fpiflatus, 279 

D. gr. i.—gr. iv. 

Succus baccse fambuci fpiflatus, 
D. f fs.— 3 ji- 279 

-» cicutse fpiflatus, 280 

D. gr. ii.—3i. 

- cochleariae compofitus, 

278 

D. lii.-Ivi. 


Sudorific bolus, 

tindure. 


Sugar, foft, 

-, double-refined, 

-- candy, 

- of lead. See Plumbum. 

-of milk, 452 

Sugared mercury, 478 


55 ° 
3 3 i 
223 
223 
223 







































INDEX. 


Sugar, j fyrup of\ 

Sulphur, 

-- auratum antimonit , 

-, flowers of, 

, flowers of, wafhed, 


—, ointment of, 

— praecipitatum, 

D. 3’i.—3’ii. 

PREPARATIONS OF, 

-, fublimed, 

■r* vivum. See Sulphur. 
volatile tindture of, 461 


-- wort, 


Sulphurated iron, 

--kali, 

-oil, 

Sulphuris flores, 

D. 31.-31. 

•-flores loti, 

-trochifci, 

Suppurating cataplafm, 

-plafter. 

Swallow-wort, 

Sweet honey-water. 


■fcerited flag, 


205 

466 

460 

459 
248, 458 

458 

534 
602 

5§9 
2 59 
383 

u 4 

535 
178 


-fmelling troches, 

Syrian herb maftich. 

Syrups, and general rules for 

PREPARING I HEM, 34I 

Syrupus fimplex, 342 

*Syrup of quickfilver, 568 

-- peftoralis, 347 

. .—• baljamicus, 344 

SymphyUm officinale , 133 

Sweets, their power, 72 


T, 

Tab elite cardialgicee, 533 

Tacamahaca, 239 

Tamarind, 249 

*Tamarindorum infufum cum fen- 
na, 291 

Tamarindus, 249 

D. |fs.—|ii. 

■- Indices , 249 

Tame poifon, 259 

2 co 


Tanacetum, 


p. 3fs.- 3 i. 


34 2 

Tanacetum vulgare. 

250 

248 

- balfamita, 

103 

5°7 

Tanfy, 

250 

4 C 8 

Tar, 

208 

458 

-water. See Pix 

LIQUIDA. 

595 

-pills, 

544 

460 

* T araxaci extradum, 

394 


Taraxacum leontodon, 

138 

458 

Tartar, 

250 

248 

-, fait of, 

407 


Tartareus fapo, 

Tartari cryftalii, 

D. 3»j.—|i. 

- lixivium , 

- fal, 

Tartariled antimony, 

- iron, 

-- kali, 

* -natron, 

—--i'pirit of wine. 


COHOL. 

Tartarum, 


• emeticum , 

• regerkratum, 

■ folubiie, 

■ viti iolatum , 


Terebinthina communis, 

D. 3i.—31. 

-Argentoratenfis, 

-Chia, 

D. 3 i.—3i. 

--V eneta, 

*Terebinthinate eledtary, 
Terebinthina;, 

D. 3i.— 3 i. 

—-oleum, 

D. gtt. x.—gtt. xxx. 

oi. reftificat. 


421 

421 

448 

408 

407 

5* 2 

467 

449 

450 
See Al- 

250 

512 

446 

449 

442 

252 


D. gtt. x.—gtt. xxx. 

Terminalia benzoin, 

Terra Lemma, 

- Sile/iaca , 

Tettaceus puivis compofitus, 
D. 3fs.--.3i. 

Truerii chamadrys, 

— chamevpitys, 

Teucnum fcordium , 

--— mar urn , 

* Terra ponder of a, 
v— Japonica, 

T t a 


252 

251 

25a 

562 

2 5 r 

364 

365 

107 
110 
110 
523 

125 

126 
235 
178 
106 
162, 












































INDEX, 


Terrae figillatae, why fo 

called, 


hi 

Thapfi ba/bati folia, 

230 

Thea, 

*53 

■—-, b alien, 

2 53 

*- , viridis , 

z 53 

Theobroma cacao, 

IJ 3 

Theriaca Andromachi, 

555 

Thillie, blelTed, 

120 

Thlapfi, 

254 

« — - arveife. 

254 

■ - bnrfa, 

113 

Thorn Valdenfis. See Gentiana. 

Thorn apple, 

2 4 S 

Thus, 

192 

- — mafculhium, 1 


femininum, > SeeOilBANUM. 



—— vuigare, 

254 

D, gr. x.— 3fs. 


Thyme, common, 

234 

T hymus Jcrp ilium, 

238 

Thymus, 

234 

-- vulgaris, 

254 

Tiiias flores, 

254 

—- Eurotea, 

254 

Tin, 

244 

--ele&ary, 

560 

--PREPARATIONS 0?, 

474 

linear, 

111 

Tindiura amara. 

3 i 7 

Tindiura aromatica. 

3 17 

-- — - - antiphthifica. 

3 Z 9 

* Tndlure of baljam of Peru, 

318 

• — -* of caftor, 

320 

———- , comnound, of caflor, 320 

- -» - of Cantharis, 

318 

- -—•—-of ammoniated Peruvian 

bark, < ■ 

320 

TindVura balfamica, 

318 

D. 3(5.— 3 ?j. 


^Tincture of cafcarilia, 

319 

■--cinnamon, 

32° 

-columba, 

22 I 

--— Peruvian bark , 

320 

---, compound, of Peruvian 

bark, . ■ < 

■ S 31 

*-of galbanum, 

323 

- black hellebore, 

32? 

-jalap, 

3-3 

——-japan earth. 

3 a 4 

---— ipecacuanha. 

3°9 


Tin&ureofiron, 

?34 

--lac, 

3 2 4 

*-- muriated iron, 

324 

*-mufk, 

326 

*———- orange peel. 

3 18 

Tindiura facra , 

3 °7 

---faturnina. 

329 

- Jlomachica , 

33 ° 

- fudorifica, 

33 i 

- fulphuris volatilis, 

461 

- thebaic a, 

3 M 

-of balfam of Tolu, 

33 i 

Tobacco, 

187 

*-— ointment. 

593 

- wine, 

311 

Tolu, fyrup of, 

344 

Tolutani balfami tinft. 

331 

D. jfs.—39. 


Tolutanum balfamum, 

103 

D. 9 i.—31. 


Telutanus fyrupus, 

344 

D. 31.—3U- 


1 olufera balfamum, 

i °5 

Tormentilla, 

255 

D. gr. x.—gij. 


-- eredia , 

255 

Touchwood, 

St 

^Toxicodendron, 

255 

Tragacantha gummi, 

*55 


D. 3 fs.—31. 


-gummi mucilago, 30s 
pulviscompofitus, 527 


D. Qi.—31. 

Tragofelinum , 205 

Treacle. See Saccharcm. 

-milliard, 254 

-vinegar, 306 

^Trailing arbutus, 263 

Trichomanes, 256 

1 r folium mchlot. officinale , 180 

—--palud'ofum, 256 

D. 3fs.—31. 

Trigonella fcenum - gracum , 147 

1 T'fiticum, 256 

--- hybernum , 256 

-- repens, , 153 

Trituration, its ufe, 58 

Troches, or lozengfs, 53-2 

-—of catechu, 554 

-of chalk, 533 

- of liquorice, 532 








































INDEX. 


♦Troches of magnefia, 533 

-of nitre, 534 

♦-offtarch, 533 

-of fulphur, 534 

*Trochifci glycyrtrhiza? c.opio, 534 

--fialagogi, 535 

-ftomachici, 535 

- . - --fuaveolentes, 335 

--anthelmintici, 535 

-Arabiei, 533 

.- bccbici albi, 533 

- nigri, 532 

.-.-flavi. See Tro- 

chisci Glycyrrhiz^e. 

rnbri. SeeTao- 


ed in them—feparable by art 
without alteration of their native 
qualities, 9 

Vegetables, grofs oils of, 9 

-, } grofs lebaceous 

matter, 10 

-, efiential oils, 10 

-——, concrete efTential 


oils, 


chisci Glycyrrhizze. 

Turbith, 

Turmeric, 

Turpentines, 

Turpentine bolus, 

-.-glyfter, 

oil of, 


oil of, rectified. 


Turpethuin, 

Turpethum miner ale , 
Tuliilago, 

D. 3 fs.— 3 i. 

Tuffla go farfara, 

Tutia, 

Tutty, ointment of, 


U. V. 


257 

136 

2 5 * 

550 

580 

364 

365 
257 

49 1 
257 

257 

2 57 
596 


camphor of, 

aroma, 

refin,' 

gum, 

—, gum refin, 

—, faline matter, 
farina, or flour, 


11 
1 r 

12 
iz 

1 3 
1 4 - 
*4 

, • 15 

colouring matter, 16 

—, general obfervations 
from thefe principles, 16 

V EGETABLES,RECENT, AND THEIR 
infusions, &c; Ccnfervation of 
by fugar and honey , ^ 3 8 

Vegetable fubftances, y 0 

Vegeto-mineral 'water. See Plum¬ 
bum. 

Veneris tinftura volatilis, 

Venice treacle, 

turpentine, 


Veratri tindlura* 
Veratrum album, 
Verbafcum thapfus > 
Verdegris, 

-, honey of, 

♦ —,-ointment. 


470 

555 

252 

33 2 

156 

250 

So 

352 


^Valerian, ammoniated tin£lure of, Verjuice. See Vitis vinifera. 


590 



33 2 

Veronica becabunga. 

107 

.. , —, compound water of, 386 

Veronica mas, 

258 

—— -- , volatile linedure of 

33 2 

- officinalis , 

258 

Valeriana e mixtura, 

574 

Vervain mallow, 

81 

Valeriana fylveftris, 

258 

Vefiels, chemical, 

37 

Di 9*1.-3ij. 


Vinaigre des quatre voleurs . 

See 

- officinalis , 

258 

Acetum prophylacticum. 

Valerianae aq. comp. 

386 

Vincetoxicum, 

2 59 

- tincl. 

33 i 

Vine tree, 

261 

D. 3 *— 3 ”j- 


Vinegar, 

78 

* - tindfura ammoniata, 332 

-, diftilled, 

42a 

D. 3 fs. — 3 ij- 


Vinegar of the four thieves. 

See 

Valerianae tinbfcira volatilis , 

33 2 

Acetum prophylacticvm 

. 

VegeYables, produ&ions 

of by 

♦-, fyrup of, 

343 

fermentation, 

4 

Vinegars, 

304 

---, by fire, 6 

•Villi oleum, 

36c 

--—, fubftances contain.- 

D. gtt. i.— gtt.iv. 
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I N 

D E X. 


album , 

2 59 

Vitriol of iron calcined, 

4 6 ; 

Canarinwn , 

259 

--, fvveet elixir of, 

334 

Hifpanicum , 

259 

-, white. 

261 

Rhenanum , 

259 

• -of zinc, 

261 

rubrum, 

259 

Vitriolated iron, 

468 

b 

259 

*•-iron calcined, 

467 

rn aloes, 

3°7 

-- kali, 

442 

D. 3 6.-1 i. 


--lixiva, 

442 

- aloiiticum, - 

307 

--natron or foda, 

444 

- amarum. 

307 

*—7-— ponderous earth, 

106 

- antimoniale, 

307 

-quiekfilver, 

49 1 

D. gtt. xx.—39. 


-quiekfilver bolus, 

549 

—- antimonii fartarifati , 

308 

-fulphureous lixiva, 

443 

D. gt. xx.—39. 


-zinc, 

476 

- antifcorbuticum, 

312 

* -zinc purified, 441, 

476 

- aromaticum, 

3 12 

Vitrioii elixir acidum, 

334 

— cephalicum, 

310 

•- elixir dulce, 

334 

— cephalicum purgans 

» 3 J o 

- fpiritus et oleum. 

42 5 

- febrifugum, 

3 i 3 

Vitriolie acid, 

425 

- fcorbuticum, 

312 

--acid diluted, 

426 


fcoi buticuin 


- ad ftomachicos, 

> 3j-—3J- 

odorata , 


Muntingii, 

3 J 3 
311 
260 
260 


349 

260 

260 

301 


Fima Martia major kirfuta inodor a 
See Viola. 

Viols fyrupus, 

D. 3i-—3U- 

-tricoloris folia, 

Violet, theJingle March , 

Viper broth, . 

-grafs, 

■-wine, 

Vipera, 

Viperimim jus, 

-vinum, 

Virga aurea, 

Virgin’s bovver, upright, 

Fijmuthum nativum , 

Fifcus albus , 

-quernus, 

Fitis Corinthiaca. 


See Uv^e 


minores. 
vinifera, 


Vitrification^ what, 
Vitrified antimony, 
Vitriol, 

-acid elixir of, 

-—, blue, 

-0/ copper, 

—-of iron, 


aether, 


Vitriolum, 

Fitriolum album , 

-* album purijicatum, 

Eh- gr. »j.- 3 fs. 

—-coeruleum, 

- calcinatum , 

— viride, 


432 
261 
261, 476 
44 1 


262 

442 


Vitrufn antimonii, 
Volatile epithem, 
oily fpirit. 


2O2 
508, 509 

423 

424 


Volatile farts of animal and 


235 

VEGETABLE substances, 

THE 

3°9 

separation and collection 

260 

OF, 

353 

301 

-tincture of copper, 

470 

309 

*Uimi deco&um, 

3 CO 

261 

D. |iv.—fcfs. 


146 

*Ulmus, 

263 

109 

D. dj- —3 j- 


261 

*XJlmus campeflris , 

263 

261 

Unguentum adipis fuillae, 

594 

PAbSuE 

- album, 

590 


*-anodynum. 

590 

261 

- antitjoricum, 

595 

60 

• - bajilicum Jlavum, 

59 1 

508 

- - balilicum viride, 

591 

261 

* - aeruginis, 

590 

334 

- calcis hydrargyri 

aibi, 

262 


593 

262 

*- cantharidis, 

596 

262 

- cers, 

590 



























































I N D 


E X. 


TJnguentum coeruleum, 391 

—— - cceruleum fortius , 1592 

--cerufiae acetatae, 994 

——- citrinum , 391 

.-digefiiviim, • 599 

•——-gummi elemi compofi- 

tum, 592 

* —- - haemorrhoidale, 591 

* -hellebori albi, 593 

'*-- hydrargyri, 391 

- - - — hydrargyri fortius, 592 

-hydrargyri rnitius, 592 


tius, 591 


-— infufi cantharidum 

mi tins, 396 

—- c mercurio prcecipitato , 


• - - ■ — - nicotian®, 593 

-ophthalmicum, 593 

— -paralyticum, 599 

-- picis, _ 594 

— -pulveris cantharidum 

fortius, 596 

——-refinae flavae, 391 

• -rofaceum, 594 

-fambuci, 994 

— — Saturninum , 394 

— — - Jimplex , 594 

— -ipermatis ceti, 397 

— -fulphuris, 393 

-vermifugum, 396 

• - — ad vefcatoria , 396 

-zinci, 396 

Urtica, 263 

D - 9 J-— 3 J* 

• - dioica, 263 

Urtication. See Uni te a. 

| -Uftion, what, 60 

Uvae pad® majores, 263 

--minores, 263 

*Uva urfi, 263 

D.3i—3j. 


W. 


Wake-robin, 98 

Walnut, 163 

Wall ftone-crop, 236 

Warm plafter, 589 


Walked cjocus of antimony, 302 


*Water of acetated litharge, 472. 

-agrimony, 143 

*-of ammoniated copper,. 

470 

Water of ammoniated verdegris, 

-crefles, 186- 

diftiiled fpirituous, and fpi- 


rit. 


flag ■> yellow t 
germander, 
heinp, 
lily, white, 
parfnip, 
pepper. 


37 s 

13a 

*45 

19* 

239 

199 


of vifriolated zinc, 4 76, 378 
" vitriolated zinc with cam- 

P h °r, s7 8 

Waters, simple distilled, di¬ 
rections BOR OBTAINING 


them, 

Wax, compound plafter of, 

-.oil of, 

-- ointment, 

Weights, 


3 % 

583 

404 

590 

33 


Weights of different fluids, a table 


40 

2C6 


of, 

Wheat, 

Wheat flour. See Triticum. 

Whevs, 

White calx of quickfilver, 4 g 0 
— calx of quickfilver, ointment 


of. 


■ hellebore ointment, 

• -hellebore, tintture of, 

-lead, 

-magnefia, 

■-wax, ' 

Wild vine, 

Willow, common zoni/e. 

Wine, 

TVine of ipecacuan, 

*Wine, oil of, 

Wines, medicated, 

Winterani cortex, 

Winter’s bark, 

Wolf’s-bane, blue, 

• W olf’s bane, infpijfated juice 0 
Wood-lice, 

• -foot, - ^ q 

'-foot, fpirit, fait, and oil* cf; 

416 


593 

593 

33 a- 

47* 

445 

124 
I 12' 
22 7 

2 59 

309 

365 

306 

264 

264 

79 

279 

183 

148 








































Wood forrel, 

176 

Zedoaria, 

264 

*-forrel, conferve of, 339, 340 

D. gr. x.—3ij. 


Wdods, elfence of, 

337 

Zibethum* 

264 

—-, deco&ion of, 

296 

Zinc, 

264 

Worm bark tree, 

151 

Zinc, ointment of, 

596 

—-. ointment, 

596 

Zinc, preparations of, 

475 

•-powders, 

53 i 

Zinci fores, 

475 

--- feed, fo called , 

230 

——— purificatio, 

475 

•- fugar cakes, 

535 

*-vitriolati aqua, 476, C78 

Wormwood, common, 

77 

—;— vitriolati cum camphora 

aqua. 

-, effentiai oil of, 

359 


578 



Zincum, 

264 



Zincum calaminaris , 

z 14 

X. . 


*-calcinatum, 

475 



D. gr. iij— 3fs. 


'dijlohalJamum y 

104 

-- vitriolatum. 

261 



'* -vitriolatum purificatum, 

Y. 


. 44 1 

, 47 6 

Yarrow, 

1S3 

D. gr. aj.—3 fs. 


Yellow caffidony. See Stcsch 

IAS. 

*-uftum, 

475 

Yellow relin, cerate of, 

597 

Zinziber, 

265 



D. gr. v.—3 ji 




Zinziberis fyrupus, 

349 

Z. 


D- 3 i.—$ ii- 




^Zinziberis tin&ura. 

33 - 

Zarnichsy 

97 

D. 3 j .—3 ii i- 



ERRATA. 


Fart II. Page 79, Col. 2, Line 20, for fix /tarts read one part. 

21 , for one part read fix parts. 

Part IV. Page 523, Col. 1, Line 9, for bole read chalk. 

Part IV. Page 542, Col. 2, at the bottom, Pilule, ex Hydras, cyro muri- 
ato fhould follow the -Pilulje scillitic^e, after Simple Syrup, in 
which fhould be inl'erted the remark above, beginning, lt Thefe are ele¬ 
gant and commodious,” kc. 
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